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The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

| was pleased to have had the opportunity to see you again in Los Angeles earlier in the
week. As always, your remarks were powerful and impressive.

You will recall that we discussed the possibility of an official visit to Washington by His
Excellency Ali Abdallah Saleh, President of the Republic of Yemen. | would strongly
support such a visit and | encourage your staff to give serious consideration to it for
several reasons. Senator George Mitchell, who also believes that an invitation should
be extended to President Saleh, has spoken directly with Sandy Berger concerning this
matter.

The Republic of Yemen has been an important ally to the United States, under the
leadership of President Saleh. Yemen has made countless positive contributions to
regional stability, it has taken courageous measures with its economic reform program
and, Yemen has demonstrated a clear commitment to democratic principles and
institutions. In fact, in 1997, international observers declared Yemen’s parliamentary
elections as substantially free and fair. In many ways, Yemen has served as a model
for its neighbors and the region.

The Republic of Yemen, over the years, has provided many U.S. investors, including
Occidental Petroleum, with an open and fair investment environment. Several major
U.S. companies are presently operating in Yemen and | am confident that others will
soon follow. Yemen has also demonstrated a willingness to receive new American
investors and the commercial opportunities are substantial both inside and outside of
the energy sector. Just last month, Occidental announced a major new investment in
Yemen, demonstrating a long-term commitment and confidence in President Saleh and
the country which he so ably leads. Yemen is among Occidental’s best operations and
is a very important country to us.
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Thank you for your consideration. Please give my very best wishes to Mrs. Clinton. |
hope that you and your family have a pleasant and restful holiday.

With best personal regards,

Dr. Ray R. Irani
Chairman of the Board
And
Chief Executive Officer
Occidental Petroleum Corporation























































































