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THE WHITE HOUSE

ay HUG 12->5:57

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

TO:

DATE: August 12, 1998

RECOMMENDED BY 'EL R. BERGER/LARRY STEI

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

Talking Points attached at TabTOPICS OF DISCUSSION
A.

DATE OF SUBMISSION:

faPo’bat be Made

A

X1

Trent Lott, Thomas Daschle,
Newt Gingrich, Richard Gephardt

WASH INGTON

August 12, 1998
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CONTACT PERSON AND
TELEPHONE NUMBERS:

X
Attachment^,

State is preparing an emergency 
supplemental request to cover 
reconstruction of embassies, 
security upgrades at other 
posts, assistance for Kenya and 
Tanzania, and improved
emergency response capability.

Steven Simon, NSC, 69351

x X

Describe need for emergency 
supplemental in wake of embassy 
bombings.

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
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Have asked my team for proposal for upgrading embassy security.

i

Finally, many of these measures will create recurring costs. 
Would like to work with Congress to maintain a commitment to 
fund these costs in the coming years.

Will need additional humanitarian aid and perhaps assistance for 
their law enforcement.

Calling to discuss ways to improve security at diplomatic posts 
overseas; want to work closely with you to build a credible and 
comprehensive security enhancement package we can all support.

On the investigation, FBI and CIA are working hard on forensic 
and intelligence issues.

In near-term, need to get our Embassies in Dar es Salaam and 
Nairobi up and running, examine security at other vulnerable 
posts, help Kenyans and Tanzanians recover, and improve our 
ability to respond to events like these.

POINTS TO MADE
FOR LEADERSHIP CALLS ON 

EMBASSY SECURITY SUPPLEMENTAL

Will get summary and cost assessment for all these things. Know 
Congress has great deal to accomplish when it returns. We can 
work together to enact this emergency supplemental request as 
quickly as possible.

Need also to help Kenya and Tanzania. Hundreds have been 
killed. Both governments have cooperated completely. Owe them 
gratitude, and need to show that our bilateral relations have 
been strengthened by this act of terror.

Cost of bombings in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in human life has 
been enormous. Safety of men and women abroad is paramount 
concern — and we need to move quickly to improve security where 

we can.
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Have asked my team for proposal for upgrading embassy security.

Will need additional humanitarian aid and perhaps assistance for 
their law enforcement.

Finally, many of these measures will create recurring costs. 
Would like to work with Congress to maintain a commitment to 
fund these costs in the coming years.

Calling to discuss ways to improve security at diplomatic posts 
overseas; want to work closely with you to build a credible and 
comprehensive security enhancement package we can all support.

On the investigation, FBI and CIA are working hard on forensic 
and intelligence issues.

In near-term, need to get our Embassies in Dar es Salaam and 
Nairobi up and running, examine security at other vulnerable 
posts, help Kenyans and Tanzanians recover, and improve our 
ability to respond to events like these.

POINTS TO MADE
FOR LEADERSHIP CALLS ON 

EMBASSY SECURITY SUPPLEMENTAL

Will get summary and cost assessment for all these things. Know 
Congress has great deal to accomplish when it returns. We can 
work together to enact this emergency supplemental request as 
quickly as possible.

Need also to help Kenya and Tanzania. Hundreds have been 
killed. Both governments have cooperated completely. Owe them 
gratitude, and need to show that our bilateral relations have 
been strengthened by this act of terror.

Cost of bombings in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam in human life has 
been enormous. Safety of men and women abroad is paramount 
concern — and we need to move quickly to improve security where 
we can.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 13, 1998

Dear Charlotte:

J

Sincerely,

'r>u<

I appreciate your words of affirmation and your 
acknowledgment of our efforts in Arkansas and 
at the national level as well. The support and 
work of people like you have helped make it 
possible for us to attain many of our goals.

All the best to you and Melvin. We’re always 
happy to hear from you and to see you.

The Hon. Charlotte Schexnayder 
Post Office Box 220
Dumas, Arkansas 71639-0220

The Honorable Charlotte Schexnayder
Post Office Box 220
Dumas, Arkansas 71639-0220

Thank you for your kind letter. Your 
friendship has meant a great deal to Hillary 
and me over the years, and we will never forget 
that.



arlotte Schexnayder thanks you for your long friendship, your great service to the

*. -

o STATE OF ARKANSAS

August 1, 1998

Dear Mr President:

This is a letter of thanks - on several counts.

With warmest regards.

501-382-4925 Business
501-382-5255 Residence

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D C. 20500-2000

Representative CHARLOTTE SCHEXNAYDER 

Post Office Box 220 

DUMAS. ARKANSAS 71639-0220

Thanks, too, for the great difference that you and the first lady made in Arkansas 
education and the economy, and vision that the state could excel with the right kind of 
leadership and commitment.

Melvin and I are grateful for all you have done, and we are among your numerous friends 
keeping you in our thoughts and prayers.

Also, thanks for your great service to our nation in a most difficult time You have cared 
about the people, tackled the tough problems and set the economy on the right track. 
Every day, I see evidence of your good work. A daughter being able to stay with an ill 
mother because of the medical leave act. New day care centers being available in rural 
areas. A drop in crime because there are more police and more funds for them. A 
business economy rising from the doldrums of the very early nineties. I appreciate all of 
your efforts.

nation in a most difficult time, and for the great difference that you and the First Lady- 

made in Arkansas education and the economy. She and Melvin are grateful for all you’ve 

done and are among your numerous friends keeping you in their thoughts and prayers.

First, thank you for your long friendship. Many who rise to high places forget their old 
friends, but you never have. And so many of these friends have stopped me to say they 
not only appreciate your friendship but they support you.

►
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hott, was all too happy to help IsikofTby 
attaclong Clinlun. I was warned that I would be 
asked about the on tha aic Thus I became, I 
believe, the flrat 'defender of CJintun," to deal
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was booked fl-equentiy us a Democratic guest 
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s a longtime Democratic activist and 
fonwr candidate for rha United 

________ Statvs Congress, 1 luwe long served 
ns a 'surrugate speaker" in support Of Clintnn- 
Goie. the Deinocraric National Committee, and 
oilier good causes, "ni* founder and pneedunt 
of my own political and commumcabons firm, 1 
idso have a better than average Rolodex, 
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Nut to mention UiM during the W Pm-ddenLial 
eleenon, Uie key swing voter group wus “soccer 
moms," and political resejvch showed that 
wlrile I'm not a soccer mom th« I "look like 

one on TV."

On January 1U, 1008 I had the unusual role of 
bang the link to stand up tor President Clinton 
on national televisiou on whet would soon be 
dubbed "Mowcaga«.- Al the time, of course, 
hardly anyone in America had heard of Monica 

U-wiroky 

s a longtime Demoeralic activist and 
funner candidato for rhe Urutod 

_ Stahrs Congresta. 1 lawe long served 
is a ’surrogate speaker" In support of Clinton- 
Goi e. rhe DcmocnMic National ComnutU.d. and 
oilier good causes. Ute founder and pmeideni 
of my own poBdcal and communications Arm, 1 
also have a oeoer than aweruge Rolodex, 
experience in crisis uianagemenc, and acraM to 

'ip-to-date polling infarmatioii.

F

with the Lewinsky story - two days before it 
actually broke in The Washington Prut.
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With a BiMe luck, I developed my own veraon 
of ‘Deep Tiiroaf - * senes of limo drivers 

Official White House spokespeople remained 
silent Democratic actrvisii crdled me 
complaining of "anaiyso paratyve" at the White 

House and urged me to be more ,-iggtwtve

Bay Buchanan, 'Equal nmc’s" conservative 
host, wus all too happy to heto Iskodby 
alXacions Clinton. I wm warned that I would be 
asked about thB on the ait Thus 1 became I 
believe, the firtt ■defender of CJintoti.' to deal 

1 wus in the makv-up room uf CNBCs "Equal 
Time." just minutes belore airtime, when I was 
lumded a prepubllcanon faxed version of 
Michael IsikoffU aroclc on Lewmeky, whidl hie 
editors at .Veuwuaet had spiked before going 
to print Apparently, Ldkuff was not pleased 
that "liii" Story h.sd been “dumped" and was 
sending the piece to other media outkm as a 
way to break the story - and establish lumself 
us die next Woodward and Bernstein.

Before long, it seemed 1 was the only 
Deinocraric -gei" for producers crying m fill 
airintu.' and increase rattogs by talking about 
Monica Lewinsky. The New York Times noted 
chai I was toe lone voice on CNN supportinR 
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During die Clinton aunpaign and afterward, 1 
was booked fiequenriy as a Democraric guest 
on lOX. CNN, CNBC, MSNBC - Ute 24 hour 
news mar-hincs which would eventually turn 
aito "All Monica. AH the nine" and occasional 
centers for irresponsible journalism

: Associates^Inc.

with lhe media. Clinton, preferring to focus on 
Ids “Sute of toe Union Address," would not 
V«Mk on the topic for what seemed like an 

eternity.
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wirh real uifunnuUun .dxnii Ken Starr and 
Linda Thpp.

Itol.
25, 1998

1 dug in iny heels, determmed not tu let Kcu 
Srarr use the news media U. innnudare 
witnesses ■mrl undermine the Presidency with 
his politically mutivuled eluixges 

I was IraiJpy tn remind tiie Amerieiu. public 
how well die eeunumy was doing, that Id 
million new jobs hud been urvated dining 
Clintons first, taim in office, and liiut the 
President was fighting to improve education 
and reduce tccii smoking.

"nine after time 1 reminded whoever was 
watching cable television thai ‘people care 
about the IJow Jonee, not Paula Jones ■ or 
anyone elsc'S vicious allegsrinns.'

Cokte, tzxtoi/ is as licait. 
in Woodrvit Wson's tt/'to.

Now, almost seven mouths later. Clinton 
continues to do an excellent job as President. 
The Republicans ronanuc their partisan battles 
against hcallhcarv, campaign finance, 
edueabon funding - and hold out morbid hope 
dial Ker I Starr wj) find "the silver bullet'

tvc. bwousa luth nnr Ming 
u eiwryonc in Wushinyluu 
in Vie country fcnorc.r, Vizir 
toe (z'niled Stales is lying 
he's Luing nil’ll nnw 
luhu work with him a nil JO'" 
legal lies. Washingtrm is 
timing in deceit, and it

Don't hold your UrvuUt Soon we will have 
congressonal elections, and d die DeinocttilS 
regain Congress - well have Ken Starr. Linda 
Tripp, and Michael Isikoff to thank.

le Will. 
■y25, 1998

f'nitiiiHuii ji’nm i

lsiki.1T burl a tendency to i«o ihnse drtvwi ui 
speak to people on his ceil phone. He spent time 
bragginx dial he hid ‘spent 5 hours wjUi Ken 
SLirr" and that “Stiur's office was tiis soiuce." I 
guess if you make your mai’toes ajourtudixl oil 
of one friend taping anotiicr - you deseive to 
have your driver 'spill the beans" so to speak. 
Livy by the sword, die by the sword.

AUDIENCE: 1 just have 

two quick comments 

tine, if we arc going to 

use this as an example to 

eradicate infidelity, fine, 
go aliead If he did It 

Two, if it was any other 

pluctt, people would have 

been charged with 

treason or sonicthmg. It's 

time we shut up. Do 

something about it 

or shut up and forget 

abotit it-
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Defending President Clinton: 
Montel Williams Show

As the oiuidits predicted the President's 
demise - Clinton's approval isangs skyrocketed' 
Meanwhile, my fax mudline hummed joyfully 
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1JKSZLO-. I am just so 

otfended by die way the 

media haa been covering 

this. To nw, the wont 

offense is TWE 

Magazine Their moat 
recent cover has this up- 

close photo of Muiuou 

and Bill as if they've got 

the silver bullet Well, 1 
have a very small, and I 

don't know If you can 

see it, picture of me and 

Bill, and we look just as 
clone, and I ran tell you 

dial I look at him with 
the same admiration. I'm 

in love widi liuti you 

know why’’ Because he 
has created jobs for 

people who need jobs. 

He has created better 

schools for people who 

needed schools. And 

because al die age of 

ihirty-tlwcc years old, 1 

just bought my (list 

house at a mortgage rale 

of seven and a quarter orMonica and 8il
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John Lewis

August 12, 1998

Dear President Clinton:

i

J

Best Wishes, 

ihn Lewis

I would be honored to have you and your family attend this program. Your 
participation would mean a great deal to me. If you have any questions, your 
staff may contact me at my home at 404-753-7343 or Linda Chastang at 973- 
761-6997.

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500

I know that you and your family will be vacationing at Martha’s Vineyard this 
month. I will be speaking at a program at the Historic Union Chapel in Oak 
Bluffs on Friday, August 28th from 2-4pm. As you know, August 28th is the 
35th anniversary of the March on Washington. I will reflect on that occasion 
during the program. The Martha’s Vineyard Chamber of Commerce and 
Harvard University will host a reception and book signing following the 

program.

T THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
% -1 ’b -qy



August 3, 1998

Attn: Betty Currie

Dear Hillary and Bill
t

V
J

Hope you can make it.

Sincerely,

R.S.V.P

V,

C^.

By September 16
Card enclosed

The President and Mrs. Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Please join us in breaking the Yom Kippur fast on Wednesday, 
September 30, at 6:00 P M. in the Ballroom of the Regency Hotel, 
Park Avenue and 61st Street.

J

Lewis Rudin

345 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10154

407-2417
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Dear

c_
shot, 
int 
his letter,

While I realize that the President is not likely to pardon this hapless old Turk (let alone 
see someone like me), I feel I must nonetheless make this last, admittedly desperate, 
effort on his behalf. I also believe that if the American public knew of the 
disproportionately harsh sentence that was meted out to Yildirim (at least in comparison 
to U.S. spies who betrayed their flag and uniforms and/or his former East German 
superiors), it too might agree that the time has come to put this last chapter of the cold

For the last four years I have been working on a pro bono basis to free America's last 
foreign prisoner of the cold war, former official East German intelligence agent Huseyin 
Yildirim, who was convicted of violating U.S. espionage laws in 1989 as a result his 
spying activities in Germany between 1980 and 1987, and has been serving a life without 
parole sentence at the Federal Penitentiary in Lompoc, California (nearby Santa 
Barbara).1 The 71-year-old Yildirim is a Turkish citizen and former legal resident of 

West Germany who was employed by Markus Wolfs East German foreign intelligence 
department. A more detailed description of Yildirim's case can be obtained from the 
President’s Pardon Attorney, with whom I previously filed a petition for commutation of 

sentence.

y iO-i -

I real
espec
politi
since it probably represents my client’s last opportunity to obtain his freedom.

3

Ct

IVt,_________ <^7

■

Betty
Presic
White
1600
Wash

jorncs a. mcHOLS, ju.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

EL DORADO BUILDING. SUITE L

1900 STATE STREET 

sflnifl BAm&fi, CALiFoaniA 93101

TELEPHONE (BOS) 569-3931

FACSIMILE (805) 682-6772

I 3

c

11 normally do not represent suspected or convicted criminals. In fact, I have practiced law for the last 20 
years primarily in the areas of commercial and real estate litigation. However, I have also devoted much of 
my practice over the years to pro bono work and have been honored in the past by state and local bar 
associations for these efforts. Indeed, on October 5, 1998, the California State Bar will be presenting me 
with the 1998 President’s Pro Bono Service Award at its annual meeting in Monterey. (The award will be 
presented by California Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald George.)
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August 12, 1998

Dear Ms. Courie:

I realize that securing even a brief appointment with the President is a very long shot, 
especially when it is requested by someone, such as myself, who has no significant 
political connections. Nevertheless, I feel compelled to make such a request in this letter, 
since it probably represents my client’s last opportunity to obtain his freedom.

Betty Courie
President’s Appointment Secretary
White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

While I realize that the President is not likely to pardon this hapless old Turk (let alone 
see someone like me), I feel I must nonetheless make this last, admittedly desperate, 
effort on his behalf. I also believe that if the American public knew of the 
disproportionately harsh sentence that was meted out to Yildirim (at least in comparison 
to U.S. spies who betrayed their flag and uniforms and/or his former East German 
superiors), it too might agree that the time has come to put this last chapter of the cold

For the last four years I have been working on a pro bono basis to free America's last 
foreign prisoner of the cold war, former official East German intelligence agent Huseyin 
Yildirim, who was convicted of violating U.S. espionage laws in 1989 as a result his 
spying activities in Germany between 1980 and 1987, and has been serving a life without 
parole sentence at the Federal Penitentiary in Lompoc, California (nearby Santa 
Barbara).1 The 71-year-old Yildirim is a Turkish citizen and former legal resident of 

West Germany who was employed by Markus Wolfs East German foreign intelligence 
department. A more detailed description of Yildirim's case can be obtained from the 
President’s Pardon Attorney, with whom I previously filed a petition for commutation of 

sentence.

jflm-Es a. nicHois, ja.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

EL DORADO BUILDING, SUITE L

1900 STATE STREET

SfiOTfi BflQBAQfl, CflUFOfcMfl 93101

TELEPHONE (805) 569-3931

FACSIMILE (805) 682-6772

1 I normally do not represent suspected or convicted criminals. In fact, I have practiced law for the last 20 

years primarily in the areas of commercial and real estate litigation. However, I have also devoted much of 
my practice over the years to pro bono work and have been honored in the past by state and local bar 
associations for these efforts. Indeed, on October 5, 1998, the California State Bar will be presenting me 
with the 1998 President’s Pro Bono Service Award at its annual meeting in Monterey. (The award will be 
presented by California Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald George.)



Jarhes R. Nichols, Jr.
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In any event, in this age where we rightly lecture other nations and peoples to forgive and 
reconcile with their former enemies, is it not time we practice what we preach? 
Indeed, I would respectfully suggest that there are larger, symbolic issues raised by 
Yildirim's case which go to the heart of the American character. Are we a tough and 
completely unforgiving nation, or are we strong and tough enough to be able to be 
merciful with this one pathetic old man? If a better case existed in which the Christian 
concept of forgiveness was called for and the President’s pardon power ought to be 
exercised, I cannot think of one.

I apologize if I appear to be somewhat emotional about my client's cause, but after four 
years of laboring tirelessly on his behalf, I suppose I cannot help myself. At any rate, I 
will be in Washington D.C. during the week of September 7, 1998, to meet my daughter 
Cassie, who just began her freshman year at Princeton. Needless to say, nothing would 
make me prouder as a father and an American, and demonstrate to my daughter that even 
powerless, average citizens such as us are worthy of the President’s attention and time, 
than for him to grant me a brief audience during which I can have the opportunity to 
plead my client’s cause. I truly believe that if President Clinton could hear my plea, he 
would agree that this country has little or nothing to gain and possibly much to lose by 
keeping Yildirim in our prisons for the remainder of his life.

In view of the foregoing, I hereby respectfully request a brief appointment with the 
President during the week of September 7th. If that week is an inconvenient one within 
which to schedule such a brief appointment, I would be happy to make myself available 
the preceding or following weeks. Meanwhile, if you or your staff have any questions, 
feel free to contact me.

Betty Courie, President’s Appointment Secretary
August 12, 1998
Page 2

war behind us by commuting his sentence pursuant to his pending petition for 
commutation of sentence. A serious question raised by this case is how can our 
government justify spending tens of thousands every year to keep this harmless and 
largely forgotten relic of the cold war alive in U.S. prisons for the rest of his life, when he 
was at most a low level foreign intelligence agent (a classic "mole" or "plant" and 
courier) of a now thoroughly defeated former enemy, and who was doing the same job 
our intelligence agencies train and pay foreigners to do (before, during and after the cold 
war)?

Janes R. Nichols, Jr.

A*


