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Dear Mr. President:

After | saw President Assad of Syna late in February [ wrote you on March 9
summarizing that experience and recommending that you appoint a Special Advisor
to make a stern and persistent assault—to use a milimrnstic word—on Assad because I
did not think he was taking the US effort seriously enough. It would have to be
someone of considerable stature, and someone who could stay in the region for a
matter of months assiduously backing Assad to the wall, hounding him until an
Israeli-Syrian agreement could be reached. Unfortunately, with all his
responsibilities Secretary Christopher cannot imput that kind of ume or effort
Anyone short of his reputation and strength would be toved with by Assad

Just at the ttme that I rerurned, Secretary Chnistopher and his aide Denmis Ross
were themselves on theur way to the Middle East whereupon Tony Lake at your
instruction called to tell me that until the results of those visits could be evaluated 1t
would be best to put myv recommendation for a Special Advisor on-hoid. Natrally.
[ agreed and was pleased that vou took my recommendation that sertously.

The early word about the results seemed very opumistic. The negotiatons would be
resumed--obviously a plus--and I hoped to hear more about the basis for cpumism.
Unfortunately, more was not forthcoming and in a matter of two or three weeks
even Dennis Ross appeared to be pulling back from the early optimism.

Therefore I reiterate myv conciusion that Assad has to be dealt with more fumly than
before, if a peaceful resolution is to be achieved.

In the meanwhile time is a-wasting. With the Istaeli elections next year ume 1s
clearly runming out for Rabin and Labor. Arafat lacks the srength to come down
sufficiently hard on the Islamic fundamentalists to sufficiently sansfy the Israeli
people. At the same time failure for Prime Minister Rabin to make progress with
President Assad compounds his electoral problem. If I could give advice to Rabin I
would urge a strong but carefully tailored action to deal wath the Syrians on the
southern Lebanon problem. The specifics are tactical quesuons, and not for the
inexpert like myself. (I am supposed to be a dove, and here [ am thinking in such
terms. However, it reflects how direly I have come to see the situation.) In any
event, such a move would both put Assad on notice at the same time it would
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demonstrate to the Israelis what they want and need to hear, namely that Rabm is
not letung the Israelis and himself be pushed around. (Note that last week’s Gallup
poll has Rabin at 20 percent while Newnyahu is at 43 percent. Time is a-wasring.)

Never forget that a resolution in the Middle East will be a huge benefit politically
for you here at home. The two gents with whom I am working on all this and whose
names [ have given to you are both politically sophishcated—as I sometimes think [
am. As strong as our wish is to do what we can to heip you resolve the Middle East
quesdon. even more strongly we believe that such an achievement would very well be
a major asset in your 1996 campaign. While the September 1993 "signing on the
lawn" with Arafat for days attracted national and international attendon, the mupact
of this would be a quantum jump from that (Your handling of Oklahoma City has
clearly started you around that corner.) So we strongly and firmly believe that your
getting Assad in line should be at the very top of your prionities. And whereas [
thank he 1s and has been toying with everybody and even with vou, it is time for you
to apply thus Special Adwisor strategy. And in his mind, although he thinks you need
lum. he knows that he needs you. He even rejected meeting directly with Prume
Minister Rabin despite a chance at a better deal were he to do so. He was willing 10
forego that advantage because of his strong desire to be the lead Arab in the region
which requires at least the percepnon of a truly active involvement by the US.
However these current periodic and intermittent quick visits don’t give him or his
peers that sense. He is also convinced—and he spent a lot of time with me on this
point--that no resolution would be of consequence umniess a strong third party, ouiv
the US. were to have its mmprmatur on it. [ do not believe he is convinced that vou
are ready for that. Once again. I go back to the need for a Special Advisor to keep
banging on his door.

Now there is a new worry. Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, for whom I have the
greatest respect, 1s suddenly making noises that add up to an even softer stance
toward Assad than has been the case until now. He is saying such things like we
have to show Assad that he will get more than Sadat did at Camp Dawvid. This is
exactly the reverse of how Assad should be handled.

On Tuesday a week ago. the 18th, I spoke with George Stephanopoulos, laid out my
thiniang, and went through some names with him. Names are not easily forthcoming
as you can imagine. You will undoubtedly have more. I will not go through the
pros and cons of each of those [ am lisdng. You don't need me for that: George
Mitchell, Lloyd Bentsen, Bob Strauss, Colin Powell, Larrv Eagleberger and Jim
Baker. Stephanopoulos was wary of Baker for fear that he might turn it to some
poliical advantage against you. I cannot judge that but we know that both Rabin
and Assad respect him--a huge plus. I would not be averse to a solid Republican,
and Richard Lugar comes to mind although his recent announcement to go for the
presidency just about wipes him out. (I am reminded how Roosevelt at the
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begimning of the war appointed Frank Knax to be Secretary of the Navy which
helped bring the country together at that time.)

Lastly, and the highest on my list is Vice President Gore. I know you could think of
an infinity of reasons why you could not let him be away at this ame. I would also
guess that he would scream blue murder about that pessibility, but from his point of
view it would sky rocket him toward the year 2000. From "our” point of view his
knowledge of the area when combined with his general competence would be
perfect Assad would take him most seriously—which, after all. is my main purpose.

Regards and Respectfully,

SKS/ke
clinton?

cc: Anthony Lake
George Stephanopoulos

P.S. It may sound silly, but I analogize to the moment after the Rodney King
beating out here when Mayor Bradley had to get the message through to Daryl
Gates that he was intent on getting Gates to resign. So he appointed me as
President of the Police Commission, because with me as former Charrmar of the
ACLU of Southern Cabfornia. and therefore a supposed “cop hater". it was clear to
Gates and 1o all the newspapers that that was the message. And it worked. (You
were here at the beginning of all that) A prestgious Envoy will tell Assad it’s ame
to do business. You'll be amazed at the resuit

P.P.S. Oune prior suggestiou: You should discuss the Special Envoy possibility with
Rabin.





















































































































