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Dear Mr. President: k/o —_— .

On behalf of the millions of Americans who are personally touched by autoimmune-
related diseases and their families, | am writing to urge your support for a special
research initiative to reverse and prevent diseases such as multiple sclerosis, Type 1
(or juvenile onset) diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis, and lupus. An additional investment
of $150 million over five years would have a significant impact on the health of people
who struggle with these diseases.

An increased federal investment in autoimmune-disease research holds the potential to
cure and prevent many diseases, since there appears to be a common mechanism linking
the various diseases falling under this category. Moreover, scientists are likely to make
major advances in recognizing the contribution of autoimmunity to many other common
disorders. For example, autoimmune-disease studies may help in the design of cancer
therapies. The recent discovery that immune response to tumors is often a response to
one's own tissue, together with the development of promising tumor vaccines, has led to
the possibility that creation of a destructive tissue-specific autoimmune response may
be a viable approach to cancer therapy.

Additional research is needed in order to capitalize on substantial recent progress.
Major issues relating to the genetic and environmental factors affecting the development
of autoimmune diseases are still unresolved. More needs to be known about the specific
environmental agents that are causing onset of the diseases, genetic susceptibility, and
how the body regulates the autoimmune response. When the environmental agents are
better understood, it might be possible to prevent the occurrence of autoimmune disease
in people who are genetically susceptible.

Enclosed is a brief background paper providing the policy and scientific justifications
for a special initiative in this area. As always, your interest and careful consideration
of our request are appreciated.
= Sincerely,
\W eo do
/

Robert W. Johnson IV
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

The White House

President of the United States ‘r

Washington, DC 20500
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Dear Mr. President;

I am writing you because of my deep concem regarding developments in the
Middle East. It is clear to me that the negotiations have broken down and the peace
process faces collapse. I strongly urge you to speak directly to the American people and
explain America’s vital interests in the Middle East.

As you may know, I am Chairman of Slim Fast Foods and Chairman of the Center
for Middle East Peace and Economic Cooperation. In the past 12 years, I have traveled
throughout the region and held numerous mcetings with Kings, Presidents and Prime
Ministers, including: King Hassan, King Hussein, Prime Ministers Shamir, Peres, Rabin,
and Netanyahu, President Mubarak, Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Halifa al-Thani of Qatar,
King Fahd, Prime Minister Hariri, and President Asad.

M. President, I fully support you. If you take the firm steps to advance the
Middle East peace process, we will do everything possible - both publicly and privately -
to demonstrate support for your efforts. 1 truly admire you as a strong and courageous
leader who can inspire people to reach for their dreams. In this case, it is the dream of
peace I look forward to speaking with you at your convenience.

Sincerely,

e

S. Daniel Abraham
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