
















































































JUN-19-1998 18:S3 ROCKY MTN. INSTI1

The President and The Vice President :ﬂ’\
The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500 ,. \_, Q \_
FAX 202/456-6703 and -6212 W (A @

Dear Mr. President and Mr. Vice President:

| write to support most warmly the concept, which I understand is being discussed, of appointing
John L. Petersen, President of The Arlington Institute, to be Secretary of the Navy.

. STl

Having worked with John for many years on a wide range of military and nonmilitary issues, I
believe his exceptional professional and personal qualities are eminently suited to this office. His
distinguished service as a naval aviator, and his long and close involvement with diverse
strategic and cultural issues at all levels of the Navy and other Services,, have given him an
unparalleled insight into what is required, how to achieve it, and how to embed its evolution
within the larger historic aspects of our times. He is committed to Naval reform, has a clear and

practical plan to achieve it, and has the sagacity, ripe judgment, sensitivity, and courage to make
his plan succeed.

John may already be known to the Vice President, in whose 1988 campaign he worked—
delivering the Hart delegation which he’d headed, then helping with strategic and policy aspects
of the campaign. Both of you, I’'m confident, would find this dedicated and well-connected
military innovator completely compatible with your Administration’s goals in mceting the new
challenges of national security in a rapidly changing world.

With best personal regards to you both and to the First Lady—and the hope, Mr. President, that
perhaps we might meet on 24 or 25 July during your trip to Aspen, 25 minutes from our
superefficient Institute headquarters—

Cordially,

Amory B. LZvins

PS: I'm pleased to report, further to our conversation last October, that the behind-the-scenes
enrollment of business leaders in profitable climate protection is proceeding nicely. For
compelling business reasons, most of the large firms [ advise are already behaving as if the
Kyoto protocol had been ratified. Many in The Conference Board are now onside, and we’re
working next on The Business Roundtable. Radical technical and strategic developments are also
continuing to accelerate in the oil, automotive, chemical, and semiconductor sectors. This shift in
leading industrial opinions will slowly but surely tum around the domestic politics of climate:
the Global Climate Coalition’s influence is already waning. —ABL
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