


















































ATTENTION: MR TOM SCHNEIDER.
FAX: 202 223 0346

FROM: PETER FITZSIMONS.
Fax: 61 2 9968 4849
Phone: 61 2 9968 4848

Dear Mr Schneider,

I am a journalist from Australia, engaged in writing the authorised biography of Kim
Beazley, which will be coming out late next month - though we have not yet gone to
tke printing presses. I was given your name and number by Phillip Scanlan of
Melboumne, who recommended [ call you.

What I am hoping you might possibly help me with is tc get a one or two sentence
quote from President Clinton about Kim.

I know he and Kim are not close - the way Kim is with Tony Blair - but one of the
things that has been credited with boosting the public’s perception that he would be a
good Australian Prime Minster, is a speech he made in the presence of the President in
late November, 1996.

It rocked the Australian political elite back in its chair, and it was said that the
President was most impressed. At the moment 1 quote what he told Kim’s sister about
it, but would infinitely prefer just two sentences from the President himself, on his own
thoughts.

I realise this may be a forlorn hope on my part, but have been recently encouraged by
my success in getting Tony Blair to write the foreword for the book. as well as being
able to get strong quotes from both George Shuitz and Caspar Weinberger about him.

For your perusal, I include both the Blair foreword, and the context in which I would
seek to place the President’s quotes.

If'you can not help me, I thank you for your time anyway-

Yours sincerely, IS

il F%SWW

Peter FitzSimons/






10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON $W1A 2AA

THE PRIME MINISTER

Kim was always a guy who stood out - in every way! Early on, even at
University, he was streets ahead in terms of political savvy and intellect. “Later. as I
was still struggling to get on in the Labour Party, he made huge efforts to help me with
advice, friendship and encouragement. [ remember in 1982 he arranged for me - then
not even in the UK Parliament - to meet Hayden, Hawke and Keating when 1 was in
Australia, shortly before their election victory. It was incredibly decent of him. and

showed what I have always found about him: no side, no love of status or position and
a good friend.

Then later again, when Kim was a rising star in Government, we met regularly
in the UK and Australia, discussing political issues and where the centre-left should
develop.

His outstanding characteristic in my view is his judgement. He has a lightning
quick appreciation of people and situations, and I have rarely found his judgement of
either to be at fault. Like any of us he has ambition, but I aiways fourd he had it under
control, if you know what I mean. He knows what he wants and will fight hard to get
it, but he is essentially a principled and siraight man. As you can see, I am proud to
call him a friend.
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This chauvinistic appeal found an echo amongst them. | think they will be more
sympathetic to our plans, moreover, as long as they feel fully part of the action,
that Jospin's role is properly sought and respected and that our proposals do not
look like a Clinton-Blair love in.

Of course, Jospin will be cautious. He has to look over his shoulder at his own
left and communist allies. He doesn't want to be embarrassed. But | think he
wants to be associated with us - as long as the French Europe-first mind set is
not threatened and his purist credentials are not compromised by any premature
over-playing of our hand.

Against this background, | hope the President will be able to introduce the
subject of our Third Way dialogue in conversation with Jospin in a broad and

general way and to give him encouragement and confidence without, of course,
appearing to supplant existing European contacts and arrangements.

i.l- b lben
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| hope this is helpful.

one

PETER MANDELSON




























































