























FEDERAL PRIORITIES - 1998

Community Youth Learning Center

A possible use of the Armory is a Community Youth Learning Center (CYLC) to provide
effective service to enable out-of-school vouth to transition successfully to full time educational
programs or the work force. Defying national trends, juvenile crime rates have increased in Lane
County for several years. Nearly two-thirds of young lawbreakers have either dropped out of
school or skip class regularly. Statistics also show that a third of the crimes committed by
juveniles in Lane County in 1996 occurred during school hours, between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. The
Community Youth Learning Center would help voung offenders escape delinquency and poverty

by offenng:

. flexible academic programs to help students catch up so they can go back to
regular high schools or eam GEDs or adult basic education diplomas:

. work-based learning experiences to teach job skills:

. counseling and anger management and other interpersonal skills;

. secure facilities to ensure student and staff safety; and

. community service projects to develop a sense of responsibility to society.

Representatives from the cities. county and state agencies and schools found that the vouth
associated with each of their problems had a common set of characteristics and that services by
vanicus agencies overlapped significantly. The Lane County Department of Youth Services. the
Oregon Youth Autherity. county schogol districts, L ane Cemmunity College as well as the city
governments of Eugene and Springfield worked together to design a multi-dimensional program
to address the needs of students who are transitioning from residential placement, treatment. or
detention; who have been expelled or are truant; or who have dropped out of school and are at
risk for becoming involved in juvenile crime or drugs.

The Cominunity Youth Learning Center proposal outlines an education program that combines
educational services with youth services and court-required competency, skill-building and
community service programs. The project defines key social and study skills needed to help
students transition successfully to educational programs or the workplace.

Request

Oregon has already acted to prosecute some juvenile offenders in adult court and has therefore
acted consistent with the intent of S 10, the Violent and Repeat Juvenile Offender Act of 1997,
now pending before the Senate. It is vitally important that any legislation enacted be flexible
enough to allow Oregon to qualify for funding, equal to other states. Such legislation should
allow local officials to determine the most appropriate programs to fund, such as the one
described above, the Community Youth Learning Center.
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Community Youth Learning Center

A possible use of the Armory is a Community Youth Learning Center (CYLC) to provide
effective service to enable out-of-school vouth to wansition successfully to tull time educational
programs or the work force. Defving national trends. juvenile crime rates have increased in Lane
County for several years. Nearly two-thirds of voung lawbreakers have either dropped out of
school or skip class regularly. Statistics also show that a third of the crimes committed by
juveniles in Lane County in 1996 occurred during school hours. between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. The
Community Youth Learning Center would help voung otfenders escape delinquency and poverty
by oftering:

e tlexible academic programs to help students catch up so they can go back to

rezular high schools or earn GEDs or adult basic education dipiomas:

. work-based learning experiences to teach job skills:

. counseling and anger management and other interpersonal skills:

. secure facilities to ensure student and statf safery: and

. communiry service projects to develop a sense of responsibiliny to society.

Representatives from the cities. county and state agencies and schools found that the vouth
associated with each of their problems had a common set of characteristics and that services by
varicus agencies overlapped significantlv. The Lane County Department of Youth Services. the
Oregon Youth Autherity. county schocel districts. Lane Community College as well as the cinv
governments of Eugene and Springfield worked together to design a multi-dimensional program
to address the needs of students who are transitioning from residential placement. treatment. or
detention: who have been expelled or are wruant; or who have dropped out of school and are at
risk for becoming involved in juvenile crime or drugs.

The Cominunity Youth Learning Center proposal outlines an education program that combines
educational services with yvouth services and court-required competency. skill-building and
community service programs. The project defines key social and study skills needed to help
students transition successfully to educational programs or the workplace.

Request

Oregon has already acted to prosecute some juvenile offenders in adult court and has theretore
acted consistent with the intent of S 10, the Violent and Repeat Juvenile Offender Act of 1997.
now pending before the Senate. It is vitally important that any legislation enacted be flexible
enough to allow Oregon to qualify for funding, equal to other states. Such legislation should
allow local officials to determine the most appropriate programs to fund, such as the one
described above, the Community Youth Learning Center.
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Learning center studied

as option

MW Youth: Officials are seeking a solution
to the problem of teaching dropouts.

By RANDI BJORNSTAD
The Register-Guard

SPRINGFIELD — Superintendent of Schools Jjamon
Kent doesn’'t mince words when plugging the idea to
create a school to get delinquent dropouts back on the
educational track.

You can’t take kids who've been out of school for
months or years — and in trouble with the law — “and
just stick them back in school and say, “Make it,’ " Kent
says. “These kids have already nor made it. We have to
find a better solution.”

Kent credits Lane County Circuit Judge Ann Aiken,
who last week won U.S. Senate confirmation to the feder-
al bench, with initiating the idea for a Community Youth
Learning Center.

During her recent two-year tenure as juvenile court
judge, Aiken “recognized the reality that kids want to be
someplace, arcd many of them want to be in school,” Kent
says. Many haven't beer able to function in a tradidonal

school and need better alternatives, he says.

The consequences of Tuancy and dropping out are more
serious now, says Sue McNair Gallup, d:rector of instruction
for the Springrield Schoo! District aad a primary author of
the proposal

“In the 1950s, we actually had higher dropout rates than
we do now,” McNair Gallup says. “But back then, people who
couldn’t function well in the school setting could still go to
work on the family farm or in the woods or join the military
without a high school diploma.”

The idea took on added urgency last month when the
mayors of Springfield and Eugene, in their annual State of
the City addresses, cited ruancy — and its link to increasing
juvenile crime — as a serious problem.

Defying national trends, juvenile crime rates have in-
creased in Lane County for several years. Nearly two-thirds
of young lawbreakers have either dropped out of school or
skip class regularly. Statistics also show that a third of the
crimes committed by juveniles in Lane County in 1996 oc-
curred during school hours, between 8 a.m. and 3 pm.

Juvenile delinquents often must agree to return to school
as part of probation. But if they’ve failed before, they’ll
probably fail again, Kent says.

The Lane County Department of Youth Services provides
some “life skills” @aining — such as anger management,
responsible decision-making and basic financial skills — but
doesn't offer educational services.

“(Youths) either have to go back to regular high schools,
into the alternative high school programs or work on their
GEDs,"” says Jim Leppard, the departument’s program coordi-
nator. “For a few it works, but many of them aren’t prepared
for that”

Among teens on probation for property or violent crimes
who met last week for a session at the juvenile department,
nearly all have returned to public schools in Eugene and
Springfield but don’t feel optimistic.

Several said they hate school and go only to keep from
being locked up for violating their probation. One said school
“doesn’t really apply to me” but recognized “that you need
that piece of paper to get a job.”

Another said “education is im- — ————————
pormnt to us, but our public
schools don't help us at all — they
don't help you with the skills to get
vou through life.”

Viviana Sandoval, a 16-year-old
mother who got into legal trouble
while living with her family in
Southern California, went back to
schooi last week after dropping out
and attending a teen-parent pro-
gram at St. Alice Catholic Church
in Sprningfield. She said she's deter-
mined to try harder this time so
she can make a decent life for her
baby son.

“l want to get independent and
be on my own now,” she says. “I
want things to work out good — I
want to do the right thing for my
son. | need to have a career so I ——— n
can provide for him " VIVIANA SANDOVAL

The Community Youth Learning Center student
Center, designers say, would offer _ s
help for many problems that trap
troubled young people in delinquency and poverty, including.

e Flexible academic programs to help students catch up
so they can go back to regular high schools or earn GEDs or
adult basic education diplomas.

e Work-based learning experiences to teach job skills and
academic concepts to help students move into the work force.

e Counseling and development of interpersonal skills.

e Secure facilities to ensure student and staff safety.

e Community service projects to build empathy for others
and a sense of responsibility to society.

o Assistance with housing, and personal and educational
support as youths move toward adult responsibilities.

Kent, along with a cadre of area educators, juvenile offi-
cials and the mayors of Springfield and Eugene, presented
the idea last month to a meeting of the Public Safety Coordi-
nating Council

The council, a 30-member panel of citizens and govern-
ment and law enforcement officials working to improve pub-
lic safety in Lane County, raised several questions — prima-
rily financial — about the proposal They will discuss the
concept in greater detail at their next meeting at 3 p.n. Feb.
12 at the Eugene Downtown Athletic Club. s

Although numning a center would cost as much as $1.65
million a year, supporters say it ultimately wouldn’t be a
significant drain When fully operational, the center would
receive the same level of state support — now about $4,500
per student — as traditional schools, Kent says. Areas with
similar programs have seen juvenile crime rates drop, which
could save money now spent on law enforcement.

A small-scale pilot program could possibly be jump-started
within the next few weeks using grant money available
through Lane Community College and the Oregon Youth
Authority. Additional funds could be raised through a coun-
tywide public-safety levy that's being dxscuseQ

“] want things
to work out
good — | want
to do the right
thing for my
son.”
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The Honorable Bill Hetner

Ranking Democrat

House Approprations Subcommittee on Military Construction
1016 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hefner:

I am wnting ta request your support for an important National Guard relocation project in
Lane County, Oregon, in my congressional district, known as the Eugenc Armed Forces Reserve
Center and Organizational Maintenance Shop.

The Oregon National Guard has ranked this project as a priority for the state at a
construction cost of 317.345 million. In the FY 1997 Military Construction Appropriations
legislation for FY 97, this project was funded for site and design work at a cost of $1.144 million.
That work ts underway and will be substantially complete by the end of the current fiscal year.

The Eugene Armed Forces Reserve Center and Organizational Maintenance Shop will
replace two Oregon Army National Guard armories: Cottage Grove, constructed in 1931, and
Eugene, constructed in 1973, both of which have become antiquated, expensive to maintain and
inadequate in administrative, training and storage space. In addition, it will replace a INaval
Reserve/Marine Corps Reserve facility in Eugene which is presently considered undersized by
Naval Reserve/Marine Corps standards. The space situation will be compounded in December
1998 when the Naval Reserve/Manine Corps facility in Salem, Oregon will close and Naval
Reserve units assigned to Salem will be co-located in Eugene. Consolidating these facilities will
save the federal government construction dollars as well as operation and maintenance funds. The
new facility will house four Oregon Army National Guard organizations, totaling 450 soldiers;
thirteen U.S. Naval Reserve organizations, comprising 202 seamen, and one U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve organization consisting of 157 Marines.

I appreciate your consideration of this request. [f you have any questions, please contact
me or Kathie Eastman of my staff at (202) 225-6416.

/cerely,
Peler Defazio
Member of Congress
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9 June 1998 A

Linda Dixon
Clinton-Arkansas Office
111 Center, Suite 1500
Littde Rock, AR 72201

Dear Linda:

Regarding our phone conversation today, I did call my brother, and he indicated that
he doesn't recall any press release as of yet having been printed in the Hope paper
regarding the announcement of the new co-drum majors for the Hope High School
Band for the 1998-1999 school year. But he assures me that the selection had been
made reflected in the excitement that occurred in his household after the director
made his choice.

The names and address of the new co-drum majors are as follows:
Mr. Tory Smith Ms. Suzanne Thompson (Davis' daughter)
213 Alpha Street 701 West 23rd
Hope, AR 71801 Hope. AR 71801

from the President, and he said that she so much wants to be acknowledged as a

"normal” person and not be singled out as having avercome anvthing physically.
Simply being congratulated just like anyone else for being nained a drum major

would be thrilling.

W I did ask Davis about the mention of Suzanne's physical ¢ € in a possible letter

Sure do appreciate anything you could do regarding sending congratulauons from the

President to these fine young people for having been cho--- Uitu1as
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64.

Savas Tsivicos

Former Chairman, American Hellenic Institute Public Affairs Committee (AHI-PAC)
Ocean, NJ

Dino Vlahopoulos
Publisher, YPER Magazine
Los Angeles, CA

Dr. Speros Vryonis Jr.
Professor, Historian
Sacramento, CA

Tasos Zografos
President, Epirotan Society of Northem California
San Francisco, CA




