








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20515

Louis Stokes
ELEVENTH DiSTRICT
Onio

June 5, 1998

Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Just a note to thank you for choosing, once again, to
ccme toc wy Congressional District. Esch "=f “poux
visits here, prior to becoming President and during
your presidency have been special to my constituents.

Your visit to the Stephen Howe Elementary School was
something that these young people will remember for
the rest of their lives. It is the biggest event they
will ever experience throughout their education in the
Cleveland Public Schools.

Moreover, as I mentioned during your visit, although
you have visited other parts of my District, this part
of our city, which is 99 percent black, has never in
its history been accorded the honor of having a
Presidential motorcade come through their
neighborhood. The residents deemed your visit to
their children's school as a great personal tribute to
them.
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June 135, 1998 Wanaba 00
MR. %J)ENT: dos

The attached Ruff/Marshall memo asks you to approve an
Administration approach to S. 1645. which would impose civil
and criminal liability on those who knowingly transport across
state lines an abortion-seeking minor. who has failed to satistv
her home state's parental consent/notitication laws.

S. 1645. The bill is a novel torm of federal legislation that
purports to ban travel assistance to those seeking to do
something legal in the destination state. It would be a dramatic
incursion on traditional federalism, where citizens are free to
take advantage of more favorable laws in other states. The bill
is not clearly unconstitutional on federalism or abortion-rights
grounds. but policy objections abound (e.g.. subjecting family
members and third parties to civil/criminal liability; basing
liability not on the intent to avoid consent/notification
requirements, but on the, perhaps innocent, intent to help a
minor obtain an abortion; devoting scarce law enforcement
resources to interrogate families and pursue violations).

Strategy/Views. Chuck and Bill believe it is unwise to oppose
the bill outright, noting the sponsors will conjure up a
predatory adult male impregnating a minor then leading her out
of state for an abortion. They propose a letter (attached)
announcing your opposition to the bill as dratted, while
expressing support for a tailored alternative that would, among
other things, exempt from liability family members and certain
information and service providers. DOJ would separately
express constitutional concerns. All of your advisers (John,
Sylvia, Rahm, Elena) agree with this strategy. A mark-up on

e bill is scheduled for this week.

Apprové __ Disapprove Discuss

Sean Maloney g














































