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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

We are wating to urge your strong support for the federal initiative to connect our
nation’s classrooms and libraries to the communications network. As you know, the bipartisan
Telecommunications Act of 1996 extended our nation’s historic commitment to ubiquitous
phone setrvice at reasonable rates to include discounts for advanced telecommunications
services to our nation’s schools and libraries. In establishing the “e-rate,” Congress and the
Adminpistration recognized how connecting classrooms to the Information Superhighway would
give America’s studeats— rich oxr poor—urban or rural— access to an educatioa that prepares
them for a successful future in the global and digital economy. Since most poorer children do
not have access to the Internet outside of school, connecting classrooms assures that our
country is not divided digitally— into a nation of information haves and have-nots.

Like any new initiative, irmplementation of the e-rate program as part of our historical
commitment to universal service poses numerous challenges. This includes how to establish a
new universal program amid all the other changes resulting from the 1996 Telecommunications
Act. We strongly believe that the Rederal Communications Commission, the Departments of
Education and Commerce, and the not-for-profit Schools and Libraries Corporation established
to administer the program in a non-partisan manner, have worked closely with the States and
the local school districts to establish the schools initiative in a fiscally responsible manner that
supports local control of education. We further believe this is why over 30,000 applications
from schools and libraries have been submitted for discounted services and connections.

Some critics, including some of our Colleagues, on both sides, have intensified their
crticism of this national commitment to connect classrooms. They charge that the e-rate will
force the phone bills of inner city residents to soar. We do not want to see our constituents
bear the burden. Our nation’s telecommunications carriers, who sat with us at the table in
crafting the landmark 1996 Act, agreed to contribute to the universal service fund to support
the e-rate. In return, the industry has realized billions of dollars in access charge reductions.
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The implementation of the e-rate preserves local decision making over education
spending. School districts themselves decide which eligible services they need, develop a
technology plan, and obtain the necessary sign-off from their state. Only applicants who
demonstrate that they have successfully completed this process become eligible for discounts
on the cost of telecommunications services and network connections. Could there be a more
grass-roots “national” initiative? In addition, the e-rate is not a “free” rate. Schools and
school districts, depending on their need, pay as much of 80 percent of the total cost of the
discounted services. Only the neediest communities receive the steepest discounts.

You and your Administration are strong advocates for making sure our youth have the

education and skills they need to succeed in the information economy of the 21 century. We
now urge you to usc the wisdom and leadership of your Office to weigh in on this vital issue.

. Sincercly,
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The Honorable William J
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Members of Congress signing letter to President Clinton in support of E-Rate, June S,
1998

Bobby L. Rush
Nancy Pelost
Carolyn Kilpatrick
Roberto Menendez
Tom Barrett -
Luis Guticrrez
William Lipinska
Danny Davis
Donald Payne
Jose Semano
Carrie Meck
Jerrold Nadler
Tom Lantos
Xavier Becerma
Esteban Torres
Jim McDermott
Eni Faleomavacga
Glenn Poshard
George Brown, Jr.
Maxine Waters
Carlos Romero-Barcelo
Major Owens

Cal Dooley

Barl Blumenauer
Robert Underwood
Rosa Delauro
Jesse Jackson, IJr.
Ellen Tauscher
Richard Neal

Bob Etheridge
Chaka Fattah
Harold Ford. Jr.
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