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Although social indicators,
such asinfant mortality rates and
average years of schooling, con-
tinued to improve in Latin
America, they did so at a slower
pace, and there were widespread
cutbacks in social spending.

In the 1995-1996 crisis. real
wages in Mexico fell by more
than 30 percent. In Argentina,
unemployment rose by 6 per-
cent and remained at around 18
percent of the work force for
more than two years. As a re-
sult, poverty increased by more
than 50 percent.
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ONG KONG — No one
welcomes nuclear tests.
However, the Pakistan tests were
not only unsurprising but, in the
general scheme of things, have
some beneficial consequences.
® They restore nuclear equi-
librium to the subcontinent. In-
dia and Pakistan have known for
years of each other’s capability.
Now that they are both outin the
open, relations can return to the
status quo ante. That is notideal,
but it is unlikely to lead to nu-
clear conflict.

o They give one Muslim na-
tion a nuclear capability. The
Islamic world has been quite rea-
sonably outraged by suggestions
that Muslims, uniquely, could
not be trusted with nuclear arms.
Breaking this taboo has made the
world safer by reducing the ap-
peal to the Irags and Libyas of
achieving glory by being the first
nuclear Muslim nation.

o These tests, like India’s,
underline the impossibility of
externally imposed nuclear
nonproliferation rules. Nations
may decide that such weapons
serve no defense purpose at
present. But the limitation of
nuclear weapons can no longer

rely on American arm-twisting.
® The new multipolar world
implies that the United States
and the other ‘‘old’’ nuclear
powers must use their influence
to keep balance: to limit ag-
gravation between new powers,
and to cooperate with them to
address problems of potentially
nuclear ‘‘rogue’’ states.

Neither India or Pakistan is
anywhere near rogue status. In-
deed they are much further from
it than China was when it be-
came a nuclear power.

The Pakistani tests by law in-
duce U.S. sanctions. In reality,
however, they mean that Wash-
ington can — indeed must —
treat all sanctions as token.

The blasts may even restore
some balance to U.S. Asia
policy. They should help Bill
Clinton before his China visit,
and at a ime when he is accused
of being overly influenced by
Beijing. Immediately after the
Indian  tests, Washington's
threats made U.S. policy look
lopsided. Now America can
spread its displeasure without
seeming unfair to any of the three
official Asian nuclear nations.

International Herald Tribune
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EDITORIALS/OPINION

Gingrich in the Middle East: Mouth Open, Foot in It

ASHINGTON — For Newt Gin-

grich, the unaccountable has be-
come the unacceptable. He expected
President Bill Clinton’s approval rat-
ings to be in the low teens by now, and
instead they have hovered in the
Sinatra-Diana range. He expected his

recent book to do well, butitlunged for-

the very bottom of the best-seller list,
held on for a week and then fell or
jumped to oblivion. This spring has
been the winter of Newt’s discontent.
And so to the surprise of no one, Mr.
Gingrich started to open up on Mr.
Clinton. Daily, he lambasted the pres-
ident as immoral and corrupt and then,
in a feverish fit induced by frustration
and political greed (more about that
later), flung himself into the Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations, assuming the
role of the older brother: He wasn’t
going to let Billy kick around Bibi.
Bill Clinton is, in fact, pressuring
Benjamin (Bibi) Netanyahu to make fur-
ther concessions to Yasser Arafat. The
administration has suggested that Israel
pull back from an additional 13 percent
of the West Bank. Mr. Netanyahu has
said 11 percent and no more — the 2
percent, he has said, beinf the difference
between something like life and death.
This cry about security has now been
taken up by Mr. Gingrich. **When I see

By Richard Cohen

an American diplomat suggest to Is-
raeli generals that our understanding of
their security needs on the West Bank
is better than their understanding —
I’'m looking at somebody who's been in
fancy hotels too long and out of touch
with reality,”” Mr. Gingrich said, pre-
sumably from a Motel 6.

Mr. Gingrich did not say who this
**American diplomat’’ might be, but
we may assume he had Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright in mind.
Earlier this month, he called her ‘‘the
agent for the Palestinians'’ — a phrase
he either forgot or would likeothers to.
At first he denied having said it and
then, when confronted with the quote,
he attacked Mrs. Albright's spokes-
man, Jamie Rubin, for mentioning it. If,
however, Mr. Gingrich is sorry for
what he said, he just ought to say so.

In fact, he ought to shut his mouth
entirely — especially when abroad. He
once promised Mrs. Albright that he
woulcF be a Vandenberg to her Acheson
— a reference to the cordial bipartisan
relationship established by Republican
Senator Arthur Vandenberg and Sec-
retary of State Dean Acheson from 1949
to 1951. But instead Mr. Gingrich is

comingon like Joe McCarthy. The word
‘*agent’’ has an odious connotation. It
suggests, in fact, a hidden agenda.

But it is Mr. Gingrich who has the
agenda. In his recent visit to Israel, he
made clear that he has an anti-Pales-
tinian bent. He declared Jerusalem the
now-and-forever capital of Israel when
that, as he knows, is a passionate issue
yet to be negotiated. It is precisely the
sort of statement that can induce Arabs
to dash into the street and throw rocks.

The Middle East negotiations are at
an extremely delicate stage in which,
on any given day, it looks as if a deal
can be reached. For all Mr. Netan-
yahu's insistence that 13 percent would
amount to an unpardonable security
risk, he has all but accepted it in prin-
ciple. His anxieties, in fact, may be
totally unrelated to security and linked
instead to domestic politics. Some of
his right-wing political allies do not
want to give the Palestinians an inch.

Mr. Gingrich, too, may be more in-
terested in politics than he is in strict
security matters. He may sense, as oth-
ers have, that President Clinton's
nudging of Israel has produced some
unease in the Jewish American com-
munity. Polls suggest that American
Jews think Mr. Clinton is on the right
track, but embedded in the dissenting

minority are some awfully rich folks —
Democratic givers who might be per-
suaded to switch to the Republicans.
That, as much as security for the West
Bank, may be on Mr. Gingrich's mind.

Whatever the case, the speaker is
playing with fire. Mr. Netanyahu is a
notoriously unpredictable feﬁow who
vacillates between accommodating the
Palestinians and rebuffing them. He
has an inflated view of his standing in
Congress (the Israeli press quoted him
as vowing to ‘*bum down Washing-
ton”’ if Mr. Clinton publicly blamed
him for scuttling the peace process),
which Mr. Gingrich has done precious
little to correct. His political allies are
some of the most reactionary and fan-
atical elements in Israeli society —
zealots who want land more than peace.
They know what God intends.

Others, though, are less sure. In fact, a
good many Israelis think there will be no
security until Israel and the Palestinians
reach an agreement about land. Mr.
Gingrich has now complicated that pro-
cess, encouraging Mr. Netanyahu in his
intransigence and Arab radicals in their
bitterness. If the Nobel committee gives
a booby prize for peace, this year’s
winner is a foregone conclusion.

Newt, take a bow.

T' Wushingion Post

- ere’s More to Blair Than Simply ‘Cool ™

The meetings

By William Pfaff
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