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May 18, 1998

FROM:

Op-ed Article in the Wall Street Journal on Mexico City IssueSUBJECT:

You asked for a response to an op-ed article in the Wall Street Journal on the Mexico City issue.

The article errs with respect to UN abortion funding policy and, in one key respect, the severity 
of the abortion restrictions included in the pending State Department conference report.

John Podesta
Martha Foley

The article implies that UN abortion funding policy is the same as the “Mexico City policy” of 
the Reagan and Bush administrations. It also asserts that the pending State Department 
authorization conference report contains a “watered-down” version of the Reagan-Bush policy.

First, according to OMB, State Department and US/UN staff, the UN’s own policy on abortion is 
identical to that of the US Government under your Administration. The UN does not fund 
abortions or advocacy on abortion and it does not restrict recipients’ use of their own funds. This 
has been the policy of your Administration from the beginning. The Reagan-Bush policy that you 
overturned did, of course, restrict USAID recipients’ use of their own funds for these purposes.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HIN GTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
z

Second, while the conference report is less restrictive than the Reagan-Bush policy on the 
provision of abortion services, it is more restrictive on lobbying on abortion. It bans more than 
just “overt lobbying” and, for example, even prohibits distributing public statements on “alleged 
defects” in abortion laws. (The bill is less restrictive on abortion services because it allows you 

! to waive those prohibitions and covers fewer services. The bill, however, would cap population 
programs at 11% below the FY 98 level every year you exercised the waiver.)
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On Abortion, It’s Clinton vs. the U.N.
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a watered-down version of the Reagan- 
Bush [iclicy. It would bar federal funding 
for groups that perform abortions in viola­
tion of foreign laws (late-tenn abortions, 
for example) or that lobby for abortion in 
foreign countries.

Though hotly contested, this modest re­
striction is no threat to family planning 
groups. Organizations like Planned Par- 
enthoiMl. the world's largest abortion 
provider, are hardly suffering from a lack 
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control over the funds. Rather, its agencies 
must submit proposals for approval by a 
foundation headed by a man Mr. Turner 
chose because "he thinks as I do." The in­
dividual who will have the chief say in al­
locating the Turner millions is Timothy 
Wirth, a Democrat who has served as a 
senator from Colorado and as Mr. Clinton 's 
underseci etary of state for global affairs.

Mr. Wirth's main claim to fame is that 
he led an unsuccessful attempt at the

of funds. They are bankrolled by founda­
tions such as Riakefellei and Packard 
with assets that dwarf the budgets of most 
countries. They already exert great influ­
ence. within U.N. agencies and upon do­
mestic political processes in many mem­
ber states.

Much of their political energy is aimed 
at laipidation control on the cheap, through 
programs in developing countries that 
pressure poor women into abortion, steril­
ization or the use of risky contraception 
methods. The U.N.'s chronic financial dis­
tress. together with the relative distance of 
its agencies from public scrutiny, has ren­
dered it especially vulnerable to the influ­
ence m such special-interest gloups.

A case in point is CNN founder Ted 
Turner s SI billion gift to the U.N., an- 
riouni ed last fall. Many who remain com­
mitted to the original purposes of the U.N.- 
-promoting peace, freedom and humani­
tarian aid-were overcome with joy when 
Mr. Tinner announced his donation "to 
help the poorest of the poor." Paid out in 
annual installments of SRKl million for 10 
years, the Turner gift would rank behind 
the annual contributions of only the U.S., 
Japan and Germany.

II seemed too good to be true. It was. It 
now appears that the U.N. will not have 

part of the population
programs sponsored 
by or through the U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tiunal Development. President Reagan is­
sued an executive order hairing the use of 
federal money for international organiza­
tions. such as the International Planned 
Pareiillmod federation, that perform 
abortion., as a family planning method or 
that lobln for unrestricted abortion over­
seas. That remained U.S. policy until I9li:i. 
when, in one of his first acts on his first 
day in ollii e. Mr. Clinton reversed Mr. 
Reagan's executive order.

The current bill on U.N. dues contains 

size of the world's poor population by any 
means possible.

The congressional bill, which has bi­
partisan support, reinforces Ixrth the great 
purposes for which the U.N. was founded 
in the aftermath of World War II and the 
largely sensible population-stabilization 
efforts to which the U.N. has long been 
committed-family planning, education of 
women and development aid. All these 
measures respect the freedom of people to 
decide for themselves how many children 
to have and when.

To reject the bill's restrictions would 
send a very different message to peoples 
and nations without political clout. Oxford 
economist and social philosopher Amartya 
Sen described it best when lie noted a 
"dangerous tendency" on the part of afflu­
ent nations to search for solutions to over­
population that "treat the [teople involved 
not as reasonable beings, allies fa< ed with 
a common problem, but as impulsive and 
uncontrolled sources of great social harm, 
in need of strong discipline."

Woman Flatly Opposed
Adding injury to insult, the presidi ul is 

apparently ready to sacrifice the payment 
of U.N. dues rather than endorse the 
U.N. s own policy established 14 years ago 
in Mexico City.

What principle is important enough to 
justily his veto? It . is the one prim tple 
from which Mr. Clinton has never wa­
vered: unrestricted abortion, up to and in­
cluding birth itself. That principle, let it 
be said, has nothing to do with women s 
rights. The majority of women are flatly 
opposed to il-more so than men. As with 
his veto of the ban on partial birlh abor 
lions, the president is preparing to 
demonstrate his loyalty once again to the 
only constituency he has never disap- 
pointed-a loose-knit coalition of abortion 
extremists whose "solution” to povertv is 
to get rid of poor neople.
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The president is apparently ready to sacrifice the pay­
ment of U.N. dues rather than endorse the U.N.’s own 
policy established 14 years ago in Mexico City.

U.N.'s 19M4 Cairo population conference to 
make abmlion pail of reprodm live 
rights" and therefore an integral pai l of 
family planning. Mr. Wirth s lengthy pa­
per trail, forging links between population, 
the environment and immigration, epito­
mizes the world view of those who see the 
poor as a threat to their own consumption, 
a menace to the ecosystem and a portent 
of social unrest.

As its details have unfolded, Mr. 
Turner's massive donation looks less like a 
gift and more like an offer to acipiite the 
services ut U.N. agencies with privileged 
access to target populations. In view of Mr. 
Turner's challenge tn his fellow philan­
thropists to follow his lead, this will be a 
time of testing for the t'.N. Are its prestige 
and organizational resources literally for 
sale?

Given the power of private groups bent 
on channeling humanitarian and develop­
ment aid into "reprigluctive services," the 
funding restrictions in the dues bill before 
the president would likely have little prac­
tical impact on aggressive population con­
trollers. But the.restrictions would send an 
important message from an affluent na­
tion to the pma esl and most vulnerable cit­
izens of the world: that American taxpay­
ers do not endorse a program io reduce the 
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their policy was that ’
abortion would not be edW®
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By Maky Ann Gi.kniion

Those who hold ho|>es for the United 
Nations, especially in the developing 
world, must be baffled and disappointed 
by President Clinton's announced intent to 
veto a bill lhal provides, at long last, for 
payment of U.S. arrears to that organiza­
tion. What great principle justifies the sac­
rifice of such an important goal of this ad- 
minislralion? The U.N. has a well-estab­
lished iiolicy that "abortion is never to he 
prmnoteil as a means of family planning." 
Mr. Clinton is threatening a veto over a 
provision of the bill that would prevent fed­
eral mmiev from going to organizations 
that lobio against the U.N.'s longstanding 
abortion policy.

Wittei ed Down
The U.N.'s position on abortion was 

adopted .it its 1984 International Popula­
tion Cotilcrence in Mexico City by the 
votra oi an overwhelming majority of 
memlter stales. It was
reaffirmed at the 1994
Cairo population con­
ference ami again at 
the 19!'.. Beijing 
women s conference.
The Reagan and Bush 
admitiislt aliens ac­
cepted the U.N.'s
Mexico City policy: 
their police was that 
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May 15, 1998

Global: Fear Not the Asian Endgame

Stephen Roach (from Zurich)

The news from Asia has once again taken a sudden turn for the worse. Riots in Indonesia, 
a nuclear surprise from India, signs of slippage in China, and evidence of an ever deeper 
quagmire in Japan all seem to paint a picture of a region that is entering a new phase of 
the crisis that burst forth with a vengeance in late 1997. Is it time to batten down the 
hatches for yet another Asian shock wave?

While the recent events in Indonesia and India should not be taken lightly, I continue to 
believe that Japan and China hold the key to the Asian endgame. Collectively, these two 
countries account for 57% of pan-Asian GDP, according to the purchasing power parity 
weighting metrics of the IMF. By contrast, while the world press screams with headlines 
about mounting social unrest in heavily-populated Indonesia, the nation accounts for just 
2.8% of pan-Asian GDP and has an equity market capitalization of just $24 billion (as of 
April 30), literally 1% the combined market cap of Japan and Greater China (Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, and China). However disconcerting the escalating violence appears in Indonesia, 
I continue to believe that the main event for the region is the potential interplay between 
the Japanese yen and the Chinese renminbi. While we all know it's game over if China's 
currency goes, I do not think that the recent events in Asia materially alter the chances of 
this low probability scenario. For that reason alone, I think renewed fears of another 
implosion in Asia are overblown.

Don't get me wrong - there's nothing pretty about the prognosis for Japan. Over the past 
six weeks, I have criss-crossed the US and Europe with our new Japanese economist, 
Robert Feldman. He lays out a very tough scenario, reflecting a self-reinforcing 
confluence of renewed cyclical pressures and lingering structural impediments in Japan. 
But his forecast of -0.5% average declines in Japanese real GDP over the 1998-99 
interval hardly represents a staggering break from the outcome of the preceding six years, 
when real GDP growth averaged only around 2%. Indeed, given Japan's 8% weight in the 
global economy, the shallow contraction we envision through 1999 lowers Japan's 
contribution to world GDP growth by just 0.2 percentage point per annum relative to the 
paltry positive impetus it provided over the 1992-97 period. In other words, since Japan 
has not been much of a force at all in driving the global economy dining most of the 
1990s, a renewed, but shallow, downturn for Japan should not be viewed as a devastating 

J

'W

Sperl fru

(HE PRESIDE

£1



shock to Asia or to the world at large. It's simply more - or, to be precise - only a little 
bit less of the same.

By now, the pyrotechnics of the Asian meltdown scenario are well known. It largely 
hinges on a new round of competitive devaluations triggered by a lethal interplay 
between the yen and the renminbi that has the clear potential to unleash a new round of 
currency contagion that could quickly spread to Latin America, Eastern Europe, and even 
Canada and Australia. In my view, however, the yen is not nearly weak enough to set 
such a process in motion. Japan's seeming implosion is, little different from the country's 
anemic performance over the past six years, and China's relative resilience is coming 
through loud and clear. There's always a chance that could change, triggering a correction 
in world equity markets that would prompt an all-too-familiar safe-haven rally into US 
Treasuries. But as I see it, Indonesia is not the spark that might unleash such an outcome. 
Yes, the geopolitical implications of that nation's social unrest are frightening, but Japan 
and China still hold the trump cards. I'm headed out to China again next week - you'll be 
the first to know if the story is different. In the meantime, I see little reason to sound the 
alarm for the dreaded Asian endgame.

As for China, the macro risk scenario now making the rounds has a familiar ring that was 
heard in late 1997 - the country is increasingly perceived by western investors as having 
little choice other than to devalue its currency. A recent weakening of Chinese export 
orders has heightened concerns in the regard. My own view is that China has been 
pleasantly surprised by the resilience of its external sector thus far in 1998; in the 
aftermath of the Asian crisis, senior Chinese officials were hunkering down for a year of 
"zero" export growth. In that context, the nearly 13% increase in exports in 1Q98 - which 
added about two percentage points to annualized GDP growth - came as a welcome and 
pleasant surprise. Nor was this outcome an accident. It reflected the ongoing vigor of 
China's largest trading partner - the United States - and a mix of Chinese exports that is 
skewed toward low-value-added products where foreign demand is relatively inelastic. 
The real question is why does China have to devalue? It has a closed capital account, 
limited exposure to foreign debt, a nearly $15 billion trade surplus in the first four months 
of 1998, and an ample cushion of foreign exchange reserves (more than $140 billion). On 
this last point, Japan is often viewed as having the largest stash of currency reserves in 
the world; however, as Andy Xie notes, China's reserves are currently equivalent to 13% 
of its broad money (M2), compared with just 4% for Japan. These are not the 
characteristics of external vulnerability that are normally associated with an overvalued 
currency in need of depreciation.
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INFORMATION

IENTMEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE

SAMUEL BERGEFROM:

Global Humanitarian Demining'SUBJECT:

A
Purpose

Background

Demining 2010:

U.S.

22 .

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff

Copied

COS

International Coordination: "Demining 2010" will focus on 
improving coordination among donor countries, mine-afflicted 
nations, and international organizations to increase the 
efficiency of global efforts. It will also seek new ways to tap 
private sector funds, with the goal of a worldwide combined 
public/private contribution to demining of one billion dollars 
annually. In addition, we want to enhance international 
cooperation on new demining technologies. To help accomplish 
these goals, we will host a "Washington Conference" for key 
donors and international organizations between May 20 and May

The United States continues to lead the world in humanitarian 
demining efforts, having spent over $153 million since the 
beginning of your Administration. We have train-the-trainer 
programs in over 19 countries and, at your prior direction, will 
expand that number to 21 by the end of this year. We also have 
the largest effort in the world underway to develop improved 
mine detection and demining equipment.

To provide you an update on the "Demining 2010" initj&t
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Building on our own demining programs, Madeleine 
and Bill Cohen announced "Demining 2010" late last year. It is 
a new presidential initiative to accelerate the pace of global 
humanitarian demining. The stated goal of this initiative is to 
rid the world, by the year 2010, of those landmines in the 
ground that threaten civilians. Ambassador Rick Inderfurth was 
named as the Special Representative to lead this effort for the 

government.
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Though many of the "core" Ottawa countries were initially 
skeptical of our motives for launching this initiative, they are 
coming to understand our seriousness and value of our 
commitment. Madeleine has worked particularly closely with
Lloyd Axworthy to put us on a sound cooperative footing with the 
Canadians in this area. We expect solid attendance at the 
conference of about 20 key donor countries, 15 international 
organizations, and 20 NGOs. Many feel that the conference will 
help set the agenda for how the international community plans 
coordinate on this challenge — in finance, technology, civil- 
military cooperation, public/private partnerships and victim 
assistance.

The conference also promises improved cooperation between the 
Administration and some NGOs and Congress. Senator Leahy and 
the co-founder of the Campaign to Ban Landmines, Bobby Muller, 
have agreed to participate and will show support for U.S. 
humanitarian demining efforts.

Progress to date: Over the last six months we've worked closely 
with UN Mine Action Support Group, a core group of major donors, 
as well as bilaterally with the Canadians, who held their own 
demining conference in March and drew heavily from our agenda. 
The Germans are also planning a conference near the end of the 
summer that will likely follow up on any outstanding issues from 
our conference. We are optimistic that cooperation on 
humanitarian demining will continue to grow and that it will 
genuinely improve the way the international community 
contributes to demining.
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SIDENTMEMORANDUM TO THE

FROM: ANN F. LEWIS

MESSAGE ANALYSISSUBJECT:

Attached is an analysis of your message events since the State of the Union. We are working 
with the offices of the Vice President and the First Lady to complete the chart and include their 

message events.
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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE EVENTSISSUE

Child Care: General

Crime: General 1/30:

2/14:

J8 3/3:

Education: General

Education: Class Size 5/8:

Education: Modernization

Radio Address on Department of Justice study; 1998 National Drug 
Control Strategy

Remarks endorsing legislation that would establish a national impaired 
driving standard of .08 blood alcohol level.

Remarks at School Construction Event in Chicago, IL 
Congressional Meeting on School Modernization

In remarks to US Conference of Mayors launched Initiative in FY 99 to 
fund up to 1000 new prosecutors
Radio Address on Jonesboro, AK school shootings
Announced Assault Weapons Ban on more than 50 modified assault 

weapons.

Released outline of New Report on School Safety 
Youth Violence and School Safety Roundtable

2/24:
3/10:

Remarks to the National Council of Jewish Women on Child Care 
Announcement of Executive Directive to Improve Child Care, in 
Bridgeport, CT
Remarks releasing Reports on Business Efforts in Child Care 
Radio Address on Mother’s Day and Child Care

4/23:
5/9:

3/28: 
4/6:

3/19:
4/24:

2/2: 
3/2: 
3/6: 
4/30: 
5/5:

Remarks at Budget Submission - Zero Deficit Event 
Statement in opposition to calls to eliminate tax code. 
Statement on positive jobs numbers.
Announcement on GDP and Strong Economy
Dedication of Reagan Building, Remarks on World Trade

4/8:
4/21:

Crime: Drugs 
3/3: Transmittal to 
Congress: 1998 National 
Drug Control Strategy

Remarks on Education and SOTU Recap in Champagne-Urbana, IL 
Remarks on Education and SOTU Recap in Lacrosse, WI
Remarks on High Hopes College-School Partnerships
Ed-Tech Event with Prime Minister Blair
Remarks at NG A Event promoting K-12 as priority 
Radio Address on America Reads
Education Roundtable - issued challenge regarding TIMSS
Released outline of New Report on School Safety
Teacher of the Year Event
Youth Violence and School Safety Roundtable
US Conference of Mayors Meeting on Urban Education Agenda

Remarks at the Delaware State Legislature on Class Size and on School 
Violence in Dover, DE

Crime:
Juvenile Justice

Economic/Budget. General 
2/10: Release of Economic 
Report of the President

Child Care:
After School

1/28:
1/28:
2/4: 
2/5: 
2/23: 
2/28:
3/16: 
3/19:
4/24: 
4/24: 
5/7:



Environment: General

Food Safety 3/4:

Health Care: General

2/18:

IRS Reform 5/2: Radio Address

Race

Science/Technology

SocialSecurity/Retirement

3/17: 
4/28:

3/5:
3/9:

Announced introduction of Mikulski-Kennedy Food Safety legislation 
for all imported foods.

Radio Address on Minority Access to Health Care
Statement accepting report from Advisory Commission on Consumer 
Protection and Quality

2/20:
3/9:

Medicare Commission Meeting
AMA Remarks on Patients Bill of Rights, Tobacco, and Medicare Buy-

In
Remarks Unveiling Medicare Buy-In Legislation
Remarks at briefing by Social Sec and Medicare Trustees

Remarks calling for National Discussion on Soc Sec 
Radio Address on Social Security
Satellite Remarks to Pew Trust Forum
Social Security Regional Conference in Kansas City, MO 
Radio Address on Prisoners and Social Security

1/31: 
5/4:

2/3: 
2/13: 
2/13:

2/26:
3/5:
3/6: 
4/14:

Remarks on Presidential Directive on Patients Bill of Rights
AMA Remarks on Patients Bill of Rights, Tobacco, and Medicare Buy- 

In

2/19:
2/28:
2/25:
4/15:
4/18:
4/22:

Clean Water Event in Baltimore, MD 
California Damage Tour
Kissemmee, FL Damage Tour
Birmingham, AL Damage Tour
Radio Address on Damage in Tennessee 
Earth Day Event

Announcement of NIH Grants in Los Alamos, NM 
Remarks at Satcher Swear-In
Remarks at American Association for the Advancement of Science in 
Philadelphia, PA
Remarks at Internet Expansion Event in San Francisco, CA
Announcement of the first female NASA Space Mission Commander 
Stephen Hawking Millennium Lecture Series
Johnson Space Center Tour in Houston, TX

Remarks on Presidential Directive on Children’s Health Care Initiative 
(CHIP State eligibility)

Radio Address on Climate Change
Remarks at Partnership for Advancing Technologies in Housing Event 
in Los Angeles, CA

Radio Address on Minority Access to Health Care Health 
ESPN Conversation on Race in Houston, TX

2/9: 
3/21: 
3/21:
4/7; 
4/25:

2/21
4/14:

2/21
3/13:

Medicare: Extension

Medicare Buy-In Legis

Health Care:
Patients Bill of Rights

Health Care:
Children’s Health

Environment:
Climate Change



Remarks at Welfare to Work Anniversary EventWelfare: 4/27:

Workers:

Workers: Equal Pay

Miscellaneous Remarks at Ron Brown Award for Corporate Leadership 
Democratic Unity Event
Radio Address on Emergency Bill-Riders
1993 Reception
Reception with Olympic and Paralympic Athletes

Address to AFL-CIO Convention: Las Vegas, NV
Meeting with Workers in Palo Alto, CA
Breakfast for California Labor Initiative in Los Angeles, CA

4/27:
5/6:
5/12:

3/18: 
5/1: 
5/4:

5/16:
5/21:
5/22:

3/7:
3/9:

2/11:
2/12:
3/14:
4/23:
4/29:

1/29: 
2/5: 
2/6: 
2/7: 
2/10: 
2/11:
2/17: 
3/11:
3/11: 
3/20:

4/10:
4/11:

3/12: 
4/3: 
4/9: 
4/20: 
4/27:
5/20:

Tobacco:
Bill sponsored by Senator
McCain is pending in
Congress with Presidential 

support.

Meeting with CINCs and Secretary Cohen
Prime Minister Blair Official Visit
Press Conference with Prime Minister Blair
Joint Pi ess Conference with Prime Minister Blair on Iraq 
Departure Statement on Iraq
NATO Expansion Event
Remarks at Pentagon Meeting
Kofi Annan Meeting
International Women’s Day Event
NATO Enlargement Event

3/22-4/2:Africa Trip
Remarks on Peace in Ireland
Radio Address on Easter and Ireland

4/16-19: Summ’t of the Americas, Chile
Remarks at 50th Anniversary of Israel Celebration 
Prime Minster Prodi Official Visit
Remarks on International Crime Strategy

5/12-18: Trip to Germany and Summit of Eight
Radio Address on India Nuclear Tests
NATO Event
Commencement Address at Naval Academy

Intemational/Securitv 
2/11: Transmittal to the 
Senate: Protocols to NATO 
on Accession of Poland, 
Hungary and Czech 
Republic
3/ll:CEDAW Letter to 
Daschle, Helms, Biden 
3/11: Executive
Memorandum: Steps to 
Combat Violence against 
Women

Tobacco Radio Address
AMA Remarks on Patients Bill of Rights, Tobacco, and Medicare Buy- 

In
Tobacco Remarks to National Association of Attorneys General 
Tobacco Legislation Radio Address
Event with Tobacco Farmers: Caroilton, KY
Statement on Smoking Legislation
Release of Satcher Report on Minority Smoking
Tobacco Event with Children from the Campaign for Tobacco Free 
Kids



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1998 

MEMORANDUM TO THE �ENT 

FROM: SIDNEY BLUMENT� 

SUBJECT: BEA TTY ARTICLE 

I thought that you would find this article which appeared at The Atlantic Monthly website, by 
senior editor Jack Beatty, on opportunity today, of interest. 

eop1-eet 
�-cea 
i-ewl� 

e\ tA met-.,f � 1 

�� 



Politics & Prose - 98.05.13 http://www.theatlantic.com/unbound/polipro/pp9805.htr
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Golden Chips Casinos

Previously in Politics
& Prose:

Without a return to public-sector investment the United 
States may follow in the path of California's decline

Color Us Green —
January 1998

The twenty-year trend toward inequality has stabilized, it 
now appears -- but at a point where the average hourly 
wage, when adjusted for inflation, is about one dollar 
lower than it was in 1973. The key to higher wages, not 
surprisingly, is education. According to the Conference 

_________ ______ Board report, each year of education results in a future gain 
have to look forward to. in wages of more than ten percent; twenty years ago the 

gain was six percent. The report cites "growing evidence" 
that not just the quantity but the quality of education — and 
particularly smaller class size - also boosts later earnings. 
By this last criterion California could remain the capital of 
inequality for years to come: whereas the national average 
in class size is one teacher for every seventeen students, in 
California the ratio is one for every twenty-four. 
California, which before the tax revolt of the 1970s was 
the most progressive state in the country, now has fewer 
school librarians than Alabama, and 20 percent of its

The King of Drudge — 
February 1998
A review of a new

’ ’ of the man 
---------the assembly 
line -- whose ideas need 
to be acknowledged 
and abandoned.

April 1998
A look at the tactics of 
John D. Rockefeller 
shows that capitalism, 
like history, repeats 
itself.

Discuss this topic in 
the Body Politic forum 
of Post & Riposte.

The Price of
Longevity — March
1998
Medicare and what we

Current 
Features

The Atlantic 
Monthly

Post & Riposte 

Atlantic Store

Search

Site Index

Illi
.'i

May 13,1998

The capital of inequality in the 1990s is California, where 
income inequality — with new immigrants at one end of the 
income scale and venture capitalists at the other - has 
increased at more than twice the national rate since the 
start of the decade. (This based on a just-released 
Conference Board quarterly report on income inequality in 
America.) High in every state when compared to the 
mid-1970s, income inequality today remains sharpest in 
the Middle Atlantic region — New York, New Jersey, and 
Pennsylvania -- where the incomes of the households at the 
eightieth percentile are more than five times higher than 
those at the twentieth. During the past decade inequality 
has declined in the Rocky Mountain states and the South

Games of Monopoly - Central states. The industries that were attracted by low 
wages in these regions, however, could someday be 
attracted by even lower ones in the Third World.

Politics & Prose
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Discuss this topic in the Body Politic forum of Post & 
Riposte.

limits are this era's 
reactionaries.

The conservative model of replacing a robust public sector 
with every-man-for-himself individualism has failed to 
deliver middle-class prosperity. That is what the statistics 
cited in the Conference Board report mean. We can't all be 
entrepreneurs, at least not without the kind of public 
investment by the Defense Department in research and 
technology that created Silicon Valley and the high-tech 
industry. But we can raise real incomes and mitigate 
inequality. The public-sector model of prosperity worked, 
and can work again — provided it is paired with a resurgent 
labor movement. It may be the only thing, to use Schrag's 
subtitle, that can keep the California experience from 
becoming America's future.

Jack Beatty is a senior editor at The Atlantic Monthly and 
the author of The World According to Peter Drucker 
(1997) and The Rascal King; The Life and Times of James 
Michael Curley (1992).

Decided Opinion - 
December 1997
Those who hail the
virtues of trade without Is the stark two-class split that is developing in California 

between the haves and the have-nots a portent of the 
American future, as Peter Schrag wonders in his eloquent 
new book. Paradise Lost? In the post-war era, California's 
middle-class prosperity rested on superb public schools, 
excellent low- or no-tuition public colleges and 
universities, public libraries and recreation centers, and 
thousands of miles of newly built public freeways. This 
vibrant public sector not only created but also 
democratized opportunity. The taxes that paid for it were 
investments; their return was higher future incomes. Thirty 
years of conservative polemic has obscured this link 
between public-sector investment and prosperity. Just as 
public investment leveraged upward mobility in the 
post-war era, so the nationwide decline in public 
investment over the past generation has leveraged the 
downward mobility indicated by the fall in real incomes 
since 1973.

school librarians than Alabama, and 20 percent of its 
school children learn in temporary classrooms. California 
is doing its worst to assure that its children will grow up to 
have lower incomes than children lucky enough to live 
elsewhere. The Golden State is betraying its place in the 
national imagination. So long the cynosure of material 

The Deep Slumber of hope, California is becoming the graveyard of the 
American Dream.

January 1998
A heretical new 
approach to economics 
puts ecology first - and 
may change the way we 
think about growth.

Let Them Eat
Empathy - October 
1997
The era of big 
government has given 
way to the era of 
sharing leftovers.

More by Jack Beatty 
in Atlantic Unbound

A Barbarous
Frenzy -- November
1997
A new book documents 
the Rape of Nanking, 
China's "forgotten
Holocaust."
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

• Approximately 20 respondents per group

• First hour of each group consisted of extensive quantitative 
evaluation of potential promotional materials

- 'Ballot Box' technology for instantaneous data display 
on multiple promotional iterations

• Two PulseLine Groups
- Parents of 'at risk' children
- Social Workers / Health Care Professionals that deal 

with parents of 'at risk' children

• Second hour consisted of in-depth qualitative Focus 
Groups

\V
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

•Ten different 'story board' iterations

• Respondents provided preferences for and against each 
component of each story board

• Each story board included:
- Potential initiative name
- Tagline
- Toll-free phone number
- Program descriptive

• Given the instantaneous data display, the subsequent
qualitative follow-up was fluid, allowing exploration of key 
issues unearthed in the quantitative portion

\V
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE



4Preference for Name of Initiative
(Among both groups)

Kid Care

Healthy Kids Matter

Get All Kids Insured 

1-877-KIDCARE

Healthy Kids Now

America Cares For Kids

HealthPromise for Kids

Insure Our Future

Insure America’s Children Now 

1-877-US4KIDS

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

■ First Preference BSSecond Preference

4^ |

r’ ‘

w
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11%

Sign up so your kids are covered.

Ph

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

First Preference □Second Preference

>%

5%

Because health insurance is waiting for 
millions of kids who need it.

At last, health coverage for America’s kids 

Because every child deserves the promise of a 
healthy future

Free or low-cost health insurance is now 
available for millions of kids who need it. 

Health insurance for children is now available 
for millions who need it. 

Because all kids deserve to have health 
insurance. 

If your child doesn’t have health insurance, you 
need to call.

New health coverage for our kids. A better 
future for our families.

Because every child deserves to have health 
insurance.

Preference for Tagline
(Among both groups)

8%

■__26%__

■WOl

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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1-877-KIDCARE

1-877-KIDSNOW

1-877-US4KIDS

1-877-456-CARE :

1-877-ALLKIDS

1-877-USCHILD

1-877-234-KIDS

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

First Preference E3Second Preference

g,...

i: ’..i. '

Preference for Toll Free Number
(Among both groups)
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7Preferences for Initiative Spokesperson

Oprah Winfrey

Bill Cosby

Hillary Clinton

Rosie O'Donnell

Colin Powell

Janet Jackson

Jimmy Smits

Medical Professional

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

Parents [^Social Workers/HCP’s
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Parents / Caregivers Social Workers / HCP's

r
1

k
No

53%

Yes
90%

No
10%

Do you (your clients/patients) feel that it is valuable to take 
children in for check-ups if they are not sick?

\7
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

Yes
47%

X.

1



Parents / Caregivers Social Workers / HCP's

■<

9
Would you (your clients/patients) rather the government provide 

access to free health insurance for your (their) kids, or would you 
(they) prefer to pay a small portion, say $10 per month?

Free
22% Free

73%

Pay Portion 
78%

Pay Portion 
27%

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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COMMUNICATIONS IMPERATIVES

• Provide assurance that our target audience is eligible for 
this program

• Emphasize that this initiative is something that is available 
NOW or available TODAY

• Cost will be the number one concern among this audience. 
We absolutely must mention that this initiative is 'free' or 
'low-cost'

• Acknowledge the efforts of these people despite their 
difficult situation

W
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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COMMUNICATIONS IMPERATIVES

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

• Emphasize that this program is ‘new’. The fact that this is 
not something that they’ve seen or heard about before is 
appealing

• Somewhat less important, but still on the mental radar 
screen of these respondents, was the quality of this health 
care. We should emphasize that this is not a
watered-down version of the insurance that middle-class 
America receives

• Our target audience lives from day to day - any references 
to the future make them distrustful (again, confirming the 
need to include the term 'today' or 'now' in our messages)
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COMMUNICATIONS IMPERATIVES

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

• Avoid tone that ‘we know what’s best you.’ Pride is very 
important and they prefer to make up their own mind about 
issues concerning their child. Phrases such as "you need to 
call" or "don’t risk your child’s health" can be a turn-off. They 
are, however, open to good advice.

• Avoid any terminology that connotes a ‘Federal Program’. 
Pride will influence many of the individuals we are targeting 
into non-action. The term ‘National Initiative’ is a good 
alternative.

• Avoid limits such as millions and ten million. These people 
are eternal pessimists. The majority of the group voiced the 
opinion that ‘if there are ten million slots, my child would be 
number ten million and one.’
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tdentMEMORANDUM FOR THE P:

FROM:

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached for your review is a letter from Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan (D-NY), that I thought you would want to see.
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WASH INGTON

May 20, 1998
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JANET MURGUIA‘S
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May 6, 1998 

Dear Mr. President: 

You were wonderfully generous at the Reagan 
Building ceremony yesterday; and was it not a 
wonderful occasion! In all truth it took thirty seven 
years, but the Federal Triangle is done. 

President Kennedy's statement on the 
Redevelopment of the Avenue in 1962 had this passage: 
"Pennsylvania Avenue should be lively, friendly and 
inviting, as well as dignified and impressive." This 
means people. In the main, people means housing. That 
is what we now need in the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Quarter, as it is termed. I understand from Herb Miller 
that Mrs. Clinton would like to get involved. (Sid 
Blumenthal confirms.) If I can be of any assistance, as 
someone who has been down that way, I do hope she 
will call on me. 

Best, 

The Honorable William J6 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
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THE WHITE HOUSE

MEMORANDUM FOR THE P'. IDENT

MURGUIAJANETFROM:

CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCESUBJECT:

1) Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA)
2) Sen. Gordon H. Smith (R-OR)
3) Rep. Sylvestre Reyes (D-TX)

Attached for your review are three letters that I thought 
you would want to see.

WASHINGTON

May 18, 1998
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UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Patty Murray
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Gordon H. Smith

Oregon

United States Senate 
.Washington, D.C.
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May 8, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

Sincere!

!

William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, DC 20502

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Silvestre Reyes
Member of Congress

I also want you to be aware of the personal efforts of Secretary of Labor 
Alexis Herman on behalf of my constituents. Yesterday, she announced that 
the Department of Labor would award up to $45 million over the next two 
years for a comprehensive retraining effort to assist 3,500 workers. With 
these funds, we will be able to provide necessary job skills so that these 
workers can once again join the workforce and be the productive, hard­
working citizens they want to be.

Silvestre Reyes

Sixteenth District

T exas

i

Thank you again, Mr. President, for your commitment to the working men and 
women of El Paso and the nation.

On behalf of the people of El Paso, Texas, 1 want to thank you for the support 
you have given us in our efforts to address the needs of the hundreds of 
dislocated workers who have lost their jobs as a result of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement.

A
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Na.tionsBa.nk/BankAmerica Community Development
Commitmen.t 

Areas of Initiative

Affordable Housing- $115 Billion

� � 

·�
-- Home mortgage and refinance loans to minority applicants; \ \ (? 
-- Home mortgage loans to low- and moderate-income individuals bJ.ow the
median income; 
-- Loans to buy or build properties in low- and moderate-income census
tracts; 
-- Predevelopment, construction, term finance and equity for multi-family
housing serving families below 100% median income, but predominantly
80%; 

-- Prede-velopment, construction and equity for production and rehabilitation 
of single-family housin� for low- and moderate-income families and in low- to
moderate-income geographies.

Small Business - $180 Billion

-- Conventional small business loans (including commercial real estate), lines
of credit and letters of credit for $1 million or less. (More than half of these
loans a.r expected to for less than $100,000). 
-- Government-related and government guaranteed small business loans and
lines of credit. 

G
- Direct and indirect investments in small and minority-owned busines.ses,
mall business investment corporations, minority business venture capital

funds and other special programs.

Economic Development - S25 Billion

-- Loans and investments to non-proifts, including community development
financial institutions. community development corporations and financial
intermediaries. 
-- Loans and investments for rural and urban-core economic development. 

rtoans and investments which generate an incremental increase of 25 or
�ore jobs for a rural and low- and ro.oderate-income community.

Consumer Loans - $30 Billion

-- Home-related loans and lines of credit for bonowers below D1ed.ian income.
-- Direct and :indirect consumer and auto loans to borrowers at or below 80%

of median income. 
-- Credit ca.rd bonowings are not·included.

###
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** TOTAL PAGE.06 **
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 20, 1998

Contacts:

Bridge lane Information

Scott Scredon, NationsBank, (404) 607-5255 
Cary Walker, BankAmerica, (213) 228-2558

company pledges to acquire, build or rehabilitate 50,000 affordable 
housing units during the next 10 years.

"We will be the leading bank in home mortgage lending to minority 
and to low- and moderate-income borrowers in our nation,” McColl 
continued. “We will be the number one lender to businesses. And we 
will continue to be a leader in the communities we serve.”

I ll-l I

Hugh L. McColl, Jr., chief executive officer of NationsBank, and David 
Coulter, chairman and chief executive officer of BankAmerica, made 
the announcement in a joint statement today.

NationsBank and BankAmsrica today unveiled a $350 billion, 10-year 
commitment to community development lending and investment, by 
far the largest and most comprehensive program ever for community 
development lending by a United States bank.

“As we create America’s bank, our opportunity -- and our responsibility 
- to make a difference in our communities increases,” McColl said. 
“This unprecedented goal underscores that the greater our financial 
resources, the greater our investment will be in the future of the 
communities we serve. This $350 billion commitment sets us apart as 
the clear leader in lending to communities and small businesses.

i in i Ju |

The $350 hillinn commitment includes specific lending and investment 
goals for affordable housing, small business, consumer lending and 
economic development. As part of this unique commitment, the new

I kJ
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The details of the $350 billion commitment include:

-- $180 billion for small business. This includes conventional 
and gnvpmmpnt-assisted loans, as well as investments in small 
business investment corporations, minority business venture capital 
funds and other products. NationsBank is currently the largest lender 
to small businesses in the United States.

-- $115 hillinn for affordable housing. This includes single- and 
multi-family lending and investments to low- and moderate-income 
borrowers, low- and moderate-income neighborhoods and minority 
applicants.

“America's bank will help build economic opportunity in America’s 
communities. It’s worth noting that our commitment roughly equals 
the combined total of all community lending goals made by the rest of 
the hanking industry since 1977 when the Community Reinvestment 
Act became law ”

McColl added: “As a company, we remain committed to building 
strategic alliances with community development partners, such as 
ACORN Housing Corporation, Low Income Housing Fund, the 
National Council of La Raza and the Neighborhood Assistance 
Corporation of America.”

“Our two companies bring to their new organization and exceptional 
commitment to community investment,” said Coulter. “Take a look at 
the record: Both Bank of America and NationsBank have consistently 
earned ‘outstanding'' ratings for their efforts to meet the needs of 
underserved markets. And both have repeatedly demonstrated that it 
can be done profitably.

Building on the framework established by BankAmerica in 1997, this 
commitment honors and extends that company's $140 billion

- $30 billion for consumer loans, including home-related loans 
for borrowers below median income and other auto and consumer 
loans for borrowers with an annual household income at or below 80% 
of median income. Credit card borrowing is not included in this 
commitment.

- $25 billion for economic development. This includes loans and 
investments to non-profit organizations, such as community 
development corporations.
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community organizations to attend and meet with, senior-level

Initiative Support Corporation, Rural Community Assistance

Development Policy Advocacy to support national and regional public

a catalyst for private sector investment in distressed neighborhoods.

support the growth of these existing and newly created organizations.

Examples of key partners include Enterprise Foundation, Local

14-X>5 rn; NHI 1 UNsOHHK CUKC >_ i tx 1414 400 TU 01^414400X04),'

country.

- Community Development Intermediary Finance. Recognizing

financial institutions.

- Special Purpose Lending. Critical to achieving our goal is

in promoting lending opportunities that stimulate affordable housing, 
job creation and economic opportunity in rural areas and Indian

ilHf

support for organizations fundamental to the stability and prosperity 
or our communities, yet not often in the mainstream of traditional 
access to capital. These organizations include child care facilities 
religious and educational institutions, non-profit organizations and 
community foundations. Specific goals will he established following

community development goal. The new company will begin reporting 
its results annually beginning in 1999.

It also will hold an annual meeting to discuss the results and will 
■invitp mmmunity organizations to attend and meet with senior-level 
management. Similar meetings will be held with community 
organizations at the state and local levels.

The $350 billion lending commitment encompasses several related 

initiatives. These include:

- $10 billion in lending and investments to foster community 
and economic development opportunities in rural America. Leveraging 
Bank America’s rural initiatives and recognizing the critical and 
complex needs of rural America, the new bank will take the lead role

policy efforts that advance community development objectives.
Further, as a community development leader, the new company will be

Corporation and Neighborhood Housing Services. Also included would 
be minority-owned financial institutions and community development

completion of the merger.

- The new company will form an Office of Community

the important role of community development intermediaries, the new 
company will provide more than $2 billion in loans and investments to
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www.nationsbauk.com

www.hankamerica.com

On April 13, NationaRank and BankAmerica announced a definitive 
agreement to merge that will create the first truly national United 
States hanking franchise. The proposed merger must be approved by 
state and federal regulators and shareholders of both companies. It is 
expected to close by October 1998.
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 

202 223.684
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AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

1001 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST, SUITE 919 

WASHINGTON. D.C, 20036-5504 UPDATE LTh'E; 202 659-0133 

The Honora� 
1
illiam J. Clinton 

President ·��
e

je United States 
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

May 22, 1998 

The National League of Families extends an invitation to you to 
address our 29th Annual Meeting· to be held Thursday, June 18th -
Saturday, June 20th, at the Washington Marriott Hotel, here in D.C. 

Since before you were elected, you have made strong public commitments 
to resolve the POW/MIA issue for the families. Each step you have taken 
to improve relations with Vietnam has been prefaced by statements from 
you and Secretary Albright that resolution of this issue is the highest 
priority obj ective of bilateral relations. You have also stated that 
the steps were taken not only in response to Vietnam's cooperation, but 
to encourage greater results. 

As you know, the League agreed with your initial statements and 
iteria, but the criteria were changed by your bureaucracy and you were 
vised to certify that Vietnam is cooperating in full faith. The 
ague does not believe the facts support this certification. 

Mr. President, we have had 21 addresses tans by Presirumts and, in 
heir absence, Vice Presidents or Cabinet members, We have never had 

such support in your admlnistration. Your personal support for and 
public messages focused on achieving the fullest possible accounting can 
be key factors in the success of U.S. efforts. You can signal Hanoi 
that you take seriously your commitment to obtain answers and stand 
behind those who serve. It is very important to those of us who still 
await answers to know that the Commander-in-Chief stands with us and our 
missing loved ones. 

I look forward to your response in the hope that you will agree to 
address us this year. Should your schedule preclude attendance, we 
would hope that you will encourage full participation by your admin­
istration in this critical meeting. 

cc: Mrs. Jo Anne Shirley 
Chairman of the Board 

ctfully, .h 

//Ji!A:l�,�� ills Griff{& v,.--
Executive Director 
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May 7, 1998

President William J. Clinton
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500 
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E. R. ZUMWALT, JR 
ADMIRAL. U.S. NAVY (RET.) 
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Dear Mr. President: �- >� 
You have been gracious in soliciting my :,1::�n nanonai °ffi;ry on severaJ occasions over the
years. I am hopeful that you will find time to give consideration to what follows. 

I am seriously concerned about the current and, likely, future ability of the U.S. Navy to satisfy

critical missions in support of national security strategies and foreign policy objectives. You, 
perhaps more than any President since the end of World War II, know and understand the unique
value that the Navy-Marine Corps Team brings to the nation. During the Cold War, at the 
direction of every President from Harry Truman to George Bush, the Navy and Marine Corps
responded to about l 90 international crises, about one crisis every 11 weeks -- as well as two
major conflicts. Since the end of the Cold War, a period spanning some 93 months and your
presidency, the Navy and Marine Corps have responded to 90 crises -- roughly one crisis
response every four weeks, not to mention the Persian Gulf War. 

It is abundantly clear that the operational flexibility and global reach of sea power have 
11ncier,;cored your foreign policy and national security vision perhaps more than any other 
peacetime President. Like President Teddy Roosevelt's Great White Fleet that signaled 
America's entry onto the world stage, your reliance upon the nation's naval forces ensures that 
the United States stands ready to enhance security, bolster prosperity, and promote democracy in
the new millennium. When the latest confrontation with Iraq drew to a close in February, Kofi 
Annan paraphrased President Roosevelt's dictum of "speak softly but carry a big stick," saying 
that "You can do a lot with diplomacy, but you can do a lot more with diplomacy backed up with
firmness and force." In large part, it was America's sea power that provided the force which
together with your firmness guaranteed that diplomacy would succeed. 

But America's sea power is at risk; Since the height of the Cold War military buildup in 1985. 
severely constrained defense resources for research and development, acquisition. and operations
have created significant challenges for all of America's armed forces. Nevertheless, the



resident William J. Clinton 
May 7, 1998 
Page Two 

precipitous drop in naval forces -- from 560 battle-force capable ships in 1985 to less than 345 
today -- and projections for a fleet of no more than 250 ships by 2020, call into question the 
ability of future Presidents to safeguard American citizens. important national interests. and allies 
that may be in jeopardy. 

The result of Les Aspin · s Bottom-Up Review confirmed that a navy of at least 346 multi-mission 
surface and amphibious warships, aircraft carriers, submarines, and support vessels is needed to 
support peacetime presence, crisis response, and wartime operations. The 1997 Quadrennial 
Defense Review re-affirmed the need for a 300+ ship navy. And yet the Navy's planned 
shipbuilding program of less than seven ships per year simply cannot sustain essential force 
levels. Indeed, numerous studies and assessments have concluded that a program of at least ten 
ships per year is the minimum needed to ensure i}lat we can sustain readiness, maintain a decent 
level of quality of life for our service personnel, and still meet operational commitments. 

Without reversal of the decline in numbers, our naval personnel will be increasingly over 
deployed and quality will seriously decline. Even with today's number of ships, the extended 
deployments necessary to deter Saddam is having a serious impact. If we should have to 
reinforce elsewhere at the same time, the effect on our personnel would be very serious. I am 
convinced that you do not wish to have as your legacy a Navy that is fundamentally hamstrung in 
its ability to satisfy the demands of the National Command Authority. 

I strongly urge that you find time to work with Secretaries Cohen and Dalton and Admiral Jay 
Johnson to add the resources ($5 billion per year above currently programmed levels in my 
judgement) which will lay the foundation for the 21st Century Navy -- the ships, aircraft. 
weapons, systems, and especially the people -- that will be the sine qua non for America's 
continued greatness in the decades to come. 

Respectfully, 
,/l 

j,lj (,., Ti" l{ I 
ir

E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Admiral, USN (Ret.) 

l 000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 3105
Arlington, VA 22209-3901

Tel: (703) 527-5380 
Fax: (703) 528-5795 
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tl Port of Portland
Bc,x 352'1, Portland, Ortgon 97208 
(503) 231..5000

FAX-MEMO Cover Sheet 

To: Todd Stern 
The White House 

FAX: 202-456-2883

From: Tom Decker 

FAX: 503-731-7080

Phone: 503-731-7045

Date: May 22, 1998 
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A complete packet (including attachments) will 
be sent by overnight mail on Tuesday (5/26). 
Please call if you have questions. Thank you. 
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@ Port of Portland

May 22, 1998

Dear Mr. President:

Thus, this project represents a partnership where the U.S. provides the skilled labor 
to add value to our natural resource products. Chinese consumers, in turn, benefit 
by having high quality, affordable housing. Detailed background information on the 
Portland Street of Dreams is enclosed for your consideration.

The Honorable William Clinton 
President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

As you may be aware, Portland and the Columbia River have a strong record of 
complementing the U.S. trade picture by exporting more than we import. However, 
the wood products segment is one market where that robust export record has been 
challenged. Thus, the Port and the region would be very supportive of your visit to 
Suzhou and the Street of Dreams.

Portland’s sister city program with Suzhou is celebrating its 10in anniversary in June. 
Portland is building an $8.4 million Suzhou-style classical Chinese garden with the 
aid of Suzhou master garden designers and craftsmen. So your visit could highlight 
the economic and cultural ties developing between Portland and Suzhou.

Putting this stop on your schedule also would emphasize how this type of housing 
provides mutual benefits to both countries. With components built in the Pacific 
Northwest, these homes feature U.S. building technology, products and energy 
efficiency.

The homes are packaged in containers and shipped to China, where they are 
assembled by Chinese workers. Dessen International, Inc. which has provided 
homes for the Street of Dreams, also has established a carpentry school to teach 
western-style building techniques to local workers.

As you prepare for your trip to China, the Port of Portland would like to suggest 
including the Portland Street of Dreams in Suzhou, China on your itinerary. Suzhou 
is Portland’s sister city. Your visit to the Portland Street of Dreams, would highlight 
the success of the sister city program and would underscore U.S. skills in meeting 
Chinese housing needs. Equally important, a Presidential visit also would stimulate 
much needed attention for U.S. homebuilders within the Chinese market.

Box 3529. Portland, Oragon 97203, U.S.A. 
503/231 -5000
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Yours very truly,

Enclosure

co:

Mike Thome
Executive Director

Todd Stem, The White House 
Senator Ron Wyden 
Senator Gordon Smith 
Representative Earl Blumenauer 
Representative Elizabeth Furse

The Honorable William Clinton
Page 2
May 22, 1998

Thank you for your attention to this suggestion. If you need any assistance from the 
Port on this matter, we would look forward to working with you and your staff.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY 

Washington, D. C. 20503 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

May 22, 1998 

The purpose of this letter is to invite your participation in the nationwide 
kick-off of the Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign. The Campaign, which has 
been ongoing in twelve test cities since January 1998, will be expanded to the 
entire nation this July. As a result, every community in America will be exposed to 
our anti-drug messages on a daily basis. 

Our intent is to conduct a high visibility event during the second week of 
July in order to emphasize this historic effort. Suggest that we hold this activity in 
the East Room of the White House. Participants would include members of the 
President's Drug Policy Council, stake holders like Jim Burke of PDFA, and key 
congressional members. A highlight of the national roll out will be an advertising 
"road block" during prime time in which advertisements appear on all networks 
simultaneously around the nation. 

Results of the pilot phase of our Media Campaign have far exceeded our 
expectations, with community coalition groups reporting nearly a 25% increase in 
inquiries for information on drug prevention. This indicates that advertising is 
having a profound impact, changing attitudes about illicit drugs among the nation's 
youth, parents, and other adults who influence our young people. 

Would welcome your guidance and thoughts on this proposed White House 
roll out. Look forward to making the national launch of the Youth Anti-Drug 
Media Campaign as successful as possible. 

Very Respectfully, 

Ba�ey 
�or 
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Play nicely, or not at all

successful technology firm, and oRornputYng?;^

TATHEN it came, there was almost a 
V V sense of relief. The oosturino and th» Despite the enervating effects

storm had been brewing for most of the de-
uviug lumeu into an almost ir­

relevant commodity, and Netscape rather

teway

Mr Wein's first, and new, charge is that

remedies he is seeking stand squarely with- Netscape in May

what makes Microsoft what it is.
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practices that Microsoft uses to destroy its Windows and 
rivals and to avoid competition.”

Mr Klein and economic advisers to the

u

ware industry.” That said, 
neither Mr Klein nor Mr Sha­
piro would deny that the gov­
ernment is trying to do some­
thing remarkably bold: to set 
the framework for compe­
tition in the high-tech econ­
omy, no less.

Dominance games
The attorneys-general have 
complained about the means 
by which Microsoft has man­
aged to dominate the lucra­
tive market for office suites 
(applications that combine 
word processors, spreadsheets 
and presentation tools). But 

everyone knows that it is the treatment of 
Netscape Communications and its Naviga­
tor Web browser—a piece of software that 
enables computer-users to navigate the In­
ternet easily—that is at the heart of the 
complaint.

Mr Klein alleges that Microsoft acted il­
legally to counter Netscape’s Navigator 

natp w" d” USer interface’ “uld subordi-

storm naa Deen brewing for most ofthe de- the government’s inability to grasp whaY lT browsers, Winecade. For years Microsoft has been wres- makes the computing mdustry del Xan? turned *nto an al™
tling with the American government over Joel Klein the Justice DerZtmenr’c n..; lu w ■ comniodlty’ and Netscape r; 
how it has used its Windows monopoly of etly spoken top /rustbustei? is also colfi 7°^ C°ntro1 the gat'
pc operating systems, built in the 1980s, to dent. He is convinced £ is evidence of fS ™
extend its grip on the software market monopoly abuse at the company As Ire has^rtT^L"10'1^’?4r Klein’s team

Remarkably, this long phoney war- said on Monday at the pressPconference ao^rm^fiM1Crl?SOftdOCUments which
which has seen a deadlocked Federal Trade which launched his own sCit and that of 20 sJ^he ffirMt^tJ  ̂M1Cros?ft really did
Commission investigation, a consent de- state attorneys-general: “What cannot be MorXerXfi^Tk^3ypt’C terms-
cree to head off earlier Justice Department tolerated-and what the antitrust laws for- Netscape ’off 3 strat^t0 see

that began last Octnhpr— —c.

sive culture personified by the founder. Bill 
Gates, have softened hardly at all. At i.„ 
point has Microsoft deviated from its insis-

leading supplier of browsers, Windows 
would risk being turned into an almost i-

saiiasw® 

lie good that it would rather fight than con t *aW 3 llttle C0UW the non-w>ndows operating
cede. Anyway fighting an^winlX perhaps, but not so much that a court is be- systems. Perhaps because that would have 

and. Wlnning 1S W asked to embrace sweeping new theo meant forsaking about nFing asked to embrace sweeping new theo- meant forsaking about 90% ofthe market, 
nes about how antitrust applies to the soft- Netscape declined. Then Microsoft “un-

sparring were at an end. This was the real 
thing—an antitrust action to close the cen-

H^*e_;iUn™atched distribution ofthat began last October-leaves Microsoft 
little changed. Other firms might have seen 
what was coming, but Microsoft either did
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The antitrust launched against Microsoft • .t- - legally to counter Netscape’s Navigator
tanttn nsro decades. The outeL.Xill " mo« *™Por- browser. Microsoft feared that Navigator
successful technology firm, and of comnuhno?^' ” oftheworld’s most with its rival user interface, could su^ di’
__________ ' " nate Windows as people increasingly^

. . „cnse of relief. The posturiniand aJ “J thf ^^^JmmfoXn-

as central ,0 the taettoning rfSe XSJSto® SuX Tlid*"”

modern economy as was the case against appear to be rolling up their sleeves with tn thd PU ed djWn from servers linked 
John □. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil which something approaching relish ThX W°Uld on anV

Storm haH TiPPD Hrpxxrinrt J
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without Windows they have only in- -■'9

ments as perfectly normal cross-marketing

than normal firms. Under the Justice De-

system and that in its negotiation of the Klein dislikes the new nn "■ i ’ U J c^fnc^ on systems. Other memos 
consent decree it had established the nght astheold mUCh talk^“eradicating” the "Netscape pollu­

te develop enhancements of Windows. The lustice Deoartment also refine t ‘<10n i’- „ l cross-Platform Java” and 
Microsoft’s insistence that it and it alone “predatory pricing. Microsoft gives its theJava Pr°gramming language.

.b™,»“'™>y-<N««ap«did1hesame,ini. Er,„h.,„emcanltoM„ ..

crosoft’s insistence that mmniitw.nnk ________ . . IgngforNavi- and nobodv has SUg^ester! ntl

? aispiayea on equal terms. Im- to comouter makers sh^.w ""^ucuvcrmeKnocK-outO/owphcitly, Microsoft is betting that its browser than those with the browser Th^i° NetscaPe-uCer,a,nly’ comPut^ ™a- 
wtll win because pc makers and their cus- extended to other nX ZtSs 7“ 'n windo^98thatlsneW.A
tomers, when offered a prominently dis- other software comoames^X bugS haVe beCn el,m,nated-a ^-called
played, pre-installed, wholly adequate and that they will not sJThe.r inn^^jJS ,Un'VCr?/ SenaJ Bus should make it eaiuer 
free Microsoft browser, will take the path of sumed into the Windows tnaw. pc mak^ modems^nd^’o?^^'"''? t**1

surnea mto tne Wtndows maw. ec makers modems (WmdowTw’s 'pluu .nd Jav-
and consumers could choose between a ba- became known as -plus and^orav'^Mes 
sic Windows nrodiict (adciino thpir _______ V p y \ metown

to remove ie from Windows 98—impossi-

Gates's heaven

% share by sites and surveys*
Q Netscape > Microsoft100
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• 1 Zona Research (survey); 2 www.Sources: DatasVearrVICV; company and press reports
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Klein suggests that versions of Windows 98
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don’t understand how ie is going to 
win. Maybe free helps, but once peo­
ple are used to a product it’s hard to 
change them. My conclusion is that 
we must leverage Windows more. 
Treating ie as just an add-on to 
Windows... loses our biggest ad­
vantage—Windows market share.” A 
month later Mr Allchin urged: “If 
you agree that Windows is a huge as­
set, then it follows quickly that we

> 0T. I T I I I I I I II, I 1 ,1. 0
FMAMJ JASONDJ FMAMJ JASONDJ FMAM 

1996 1997 1998

ids.com, 3 Inters*; 4 www.browserwatch.com; 5 Netscape. 6 IDC (survey); 7 www.economist.com; 8 CRN (survey)

r MICROSOFT ACCUSED
lawfully” obliged pc manufacturers 
to install its browser, Internet Ex­
plorer (ie), as a condition for receiv­
ing licences for Windows 95. The De­
partment of Justice has interviewed 
pc makers such as Compaq and 
Hewlett-Packard: they tell of bully­
ing letters and telephone calls from 
Microsoft employees. Knowing that 
without Windows they have only in- 
ert beige boxes to sell, few put up 
more than a token protest.

It was these tactics that first alerted the 
Justice Department last year, when it called 
for a $im-a-day fine to punish Microsoft for 
breaking the consent decree it had signed 
m 1994 forbidding it to tie the sale or distri­
bution of applications to the licensing of 
Windows. Microsoft’s response was that it

93 94 95 96

■
1

from is^mT ftT 8eththeih SOftWare ‘n8 WayS t0 tie IE and^w’ndows together 

from isps. Microsoft describes these agree- He concluded, "Memphis [the in-house 
ments as perfectly normal cross-marketing name for Windows 98) must be a simple 
fittel*!ISK SP*’ b“' it mustbe a

Op 2
T T? 
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> 0

91 92
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name for Windows 98] must be a simple 

- ers—industry jargon for pc manufacturers)

least resistance. <
Another bone of contention is the sup- sic Windows product (adding their own are stored more economk^ityand there are

posedly anti-competitive agreements that preferred applications) that would fall in one or two other useful features such as bet-
Microsoft has entered into with most of the price over time and a more expensive Win- ter management of notebook-battery con-
large Internet service and online providers dows that would incorporate new features, sumption. But you don’t have to be a cynic
(isps), such as America Online. In exchange Perhaps most damaging to Microsoft is or a conspiracy theorist to suspect another
for having their services displayed on lists the slew of memos that have been un- purpose behind Windows 98.
within Windows, the isps distribute their earthed. Jim Allchin, a senior vice-presi- Mr Klein is determined to get a prelimi- 
product exclusively with Microsoft’s brows- dent, wrote at the end of 1996 that unless nary injunction to require Microsoft either 
er software. Mr Klein claims that nearly a Microsoft was to “leverage Windows... I t~ —-............................ 1 ?° :

r
20
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into Windows is central to the dispute.

Microsoft’s insistence that computer-mak­
ers must not alter the “first screen”. This

ng browser displayed on equal terms. Im-

Er, what we meant to say

- -------------are genuine,
and nobody has suggested otherwise, it 
seems that the main purpose of Windows 
98, which was released to pc makers on 
Monday, was to deliver the knock-out blow
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^.g.hon Should no. paralyse i« bus.- law. Intel insittas regard *e macho

Microsoft's approach toihe legal w.rof.t- haps incmasingly ungopular. injuncrions

It may be that this antitrust case will

Microsoft char bnot only a frmiial assault Just how’much. is to from cleat. The erating systems like Windows might come 
on its business-without Windows up- scope of the investigation is unlikely to be to seem like ibm s mainframes, important 
grades every three years, what else do we as narrow as the initial complaint or the only as one element in a computing wor d 
do?. Microserfs wail—but a threat to its abil- sought-for remedies indicate Given of great diversity. With[hindsight, then, the 
ity to innovate and give customers what Microsoft’s history, nobody has much con- case could seem beside the poin£ an in-

23
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Everyone at Intel who has dealings with 
other companies is schooled in antitrust

—' > company, one of the best in any industry, The firm could be left^with its monopoly of
define and design the operating system. To will be damaged. 'L J ' * "* ‘

ble, much too tightly integrated says 
Microsoft—or include Navigator within 
Windows. The states go further, demand­
ing that a third browser be installed. Com­
puter makers would have the right to re­
move any or all of them according to their 
customers’ preference. The injunction

was heading for dominance and would

they want. As the pc evolves, most recently fidence that new ’attempts to change its stance of generals continuing to fight the 
- • - • - ways will succeed. More radical solutions, previous war. But for now, and on the basis

so Windows must evolve with it. ’ such as declaring Windows a regulated “es- ofthe evidence revealed so far, it is justified.

Microsoft is convinced that its custom- sential facility”, will probably gain mo- ----------------------------------------------  ■

ers are satisfied with the Windows 
price/performance equation in which they 
get more bells and whistles for relatively lit­
tle extra money (never mind that prices of 
other software have fallen and prices of pcs 
are tumbling). When people know more 
about its plans to introduce natural-lan- 

would also give the manufacturers the right guage commands and software that adjusts 
to replace Microsoft’s first screen with one to the way individuals work, they will start 
of their own, giving other software compa- to wonder whose interests the government 
nies a piece of what Microsoft has de- is serving. The company may drag the in­
scribed as the most valuable real estate in vestigation out as long as possible. With lit- 
the world. tie chance of the main case coming to court

However much Microsoft is relishing for two or three years, Microsoft can expect 
the fight, it is furious at the injunction. Mr a changing of the guard at both the White 
Gates says it is like telling Coca-Cola to in- House and the Justice Department, 
elude three cans of Pepsi in every six-pack. It is also more than possible that the 
This misses the point: since when did Coke technology caravan may have moved on 
have a monopoly of distribution in the before the case reaches its bitter end, as it 
soft-drinks market? Even so, the injunction
may give rise to serious legal objections. Is it 
right to create a legally sanctioned duopoly
in browsers? What about infringement of
Microsoft’s intellectual property rights over
the look and feel ofWindows?

A ruling on the injunction can be ex­
pected within the next six weeks (a prelimi­
nary hearing is scheduled for May 22nd).
The Justice Department is delighted that 
the judge involved will be Thomas Penfield
Jackson, who showed his frustration with
Microsoft in arguments over the 1995 con­
sent decree. Even if the government is suc­
cessful, Microsoft is certain to appeal.

Relief for Netscape cannot come a mo­
ment too soon if it is to survive as a viable 
browser competitor. It may still have about 1 ,
50% of browser use, but its installed base is
falling fast. The combination ofWindows
98 and the planned launch next Spring of

^tTn^'r£”s^

the browser war in f™------ ?_ f.------- * *' "* *
Even now, it is debatable whether Net- the company is less keen to speculate about.

MICROSOFT ACCUSED
mentum. The government also has time on 
its side when deciding what to do about nt 
5.0—the real future money-spinner, which 
incorporates features that may crush 
Netscape’s server-software business and 
Novell’s directory-service product.

If this escalation comes to pass it will be 
because Microsoft has a flaw at its heart.
Bill Gates has an ability to visualise and im­
plement a business strategy that is almost 
unmatched. But the clarity of vision is too 
often accompanied by blinkers. The flip 
side of flawless execution is a ruthlessness 
that takes Microsoft to the edge of-and 
perhaps beyond—the law. Mr Gates domi­
nates his company as few men do. The re­
porting structure is flat, he controls every 
detail. For the bright, aggressive, relent­
lessly striving people who work for him 
“face-time with Bill” is everything. 

The Redmond campus, a few miles 
from Seattle, though superficially relaxed is 
in fact a tense, nervy place that feels far re­
moved from the other technology centres of 
America. Without the day-to-day contact 
with rivals and partners that shapes the 
ecology of Silicon Valley, Microsoft’s ten­
dency to see itself as permanently embat­
tled is intensified. Noticeboards at Red­
mond carry slightly sinister cartoons 
showing how erstwhile rivals like Lotus 
and Novell have met their match. 

The thing that strikes anybody who has 
followed the fortunes of this extraordinary 
company and which puzzles both friend 
and foe is the absolute refusal of Bill Gates 
to accept the responsibilities that go with 
monopoly—or even that he has a monop­
oly. Intel’s Andy Grove, though not averse 
to the occasional act of brutality, realised 

diddunngtheiyyeartnvesugationof.BM. more than u years ago that his company 
* « • • . 1 1--— ---------:--------- was heading for dominance and would

Redmond’s favour, is favourable to Microsoft is something that consequently need to watch its act.

scape, bruised and battered, really wants to Microsoft says it is determined that the in-
. . . . • • r .1_______— _____.1^4 ma* ttc VlltCI-
bt nustxi UUWI1 dliU JCIH ill 1U1 fliiuuivt 1* -- ------------------------------g-----------J— 1 j -J _____ 1
rounds with Microsoft. ness. Windows enhancements will be in- memos circulating in Redmond, and

troduced when they are ready and the which the Department of Justice has netted 
The mother of all battles government will have to get fresh, and per- in such numbers, as, at best, examples of
Microsoft’s approach to the legal war ofat- haps increasingly unpopular, injunctions near-suicidal indiscipline. Intel has its own 
trition is clear. It regards the contracts with to stop them. problems with regulators itisonce again
^TSiStfon^faai^A AebS The price you pay confident that at leastjthasn’t createdaver-

Windows 98 they have already done their For all Microsoft’s swagger, there is a whiff itable arsenal of smoking guns
job. The real battle for Microsoft is the same of tragedy in all this. Whatever the firm may It may be that this antitrust case: wi1
as always: to defend the company’s right to say, the investigation will take its toll, prove unnecessaryjhe advance of technol- 
add features to Windows and to defeat Microsoft will be distracted. A wonderful ogy may in. ^eJ^unkind to Microsoft, 

what it sees as the government’s attempt to —----- ---------7--------... , r „ _define and design the ooerating system. To will be damaged. the desktop rc-but big fully-featured op-

ity to innovate

as a device for Web-surfing and e-mailing, 
so Windows must evolve with it
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a bright, cold day in February, at a clinic 
in the mountains outside Denver, a mother sits with her arms folded across her chest and a polite, 
bewildered smile on her face. She is talking about her adopted son, the boy whose troubles have 
brought her here to the Attachment Center at Evergreen, where she hopes he can be taught to 
love her. It’s just that the boy is so “strange,” she says, his emotions so “artificial.” When she and 
her husband brought him home from Romania in June 1991, the boy was 4 and his sister, whom 
they also adopted, was 8. Their mother was dead, the Romanian adoption broker had said, and 
their father was an alcoholic and nearly blind. When he wasn’t forcing them to beg in the streets 
or looking for ways to fob them off on childless foreigners, he neglected them.

“We knew all that,” the mother says, “so don’t think for a minute that we headed down 
this path naively.” She was well into her 30’s when she traveled to Bucharest, and though she 
had been unable to conceive children, she and her husband had been foster parents for “dif­
ficult” children from the States. They weren’t wealthy people — he drove a truck for a living 
and she kept house — but they came from a small town in Ohio where they felt they could 
rely on their friends and neighbors and where they were deeply involved in their church.

And yet everything was so much harder than they had imagined. While the girl seemed to 
settle in and find some comfort in the ordinary routines of domestic life, the boy could nei­
ther accept his new family nor control his overwhelming anxiety. He was clumsy and awk­
ward and subject to night terrors and at the same time oddly reckless. He would deliberately 
ride his bike in front of cars, darting into traffic at high speed. He lied — instinctively, it 
seemed, and extravagantly. He couldn’t stand it when his mother touched him, but he 
sought creature comfort in more oblique ways — sneaking into the refrigerator in the mid­
dle of the night to “steal” food, for instance. He was rarely invited twice to a schoolmate’s 
house, and the boys he called his best friends never seemed to think they were friends at all.

Yet his mother knows that in some ways they are lucky. Her son is unusual in that he was 
never in a Romanian orphanage, one of those warehouses where, so she has heard, babies lay 
in their cribs for 18 or 20 hours a day, curled against feeding bottles, their heads flattened and

The Ultimate Experiment
By Margaret Talbot

Attach m ^eory

THE PRESIDED
5 -0.0 ? Cep, ’ <<

I he”aUTnatfzed oTpi___
adopted from eastern Europe have not 
only brought despair to some .American 

couples but have also become 
Exhibit A for those who argue that a 

mother’s place is with her child.
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genuine tenderness. He loves to hold babies; he

t
■s

Now that

does seems to strike his mother as pathological.
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^^ZHier 10-vear-old has a diagnosis — 
attachment disorder — much of what he

...
1

When I ask if she loves her son. she says, 
‘That’s hard to say.’
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their faces peaked. So many of the children here 
at Evergreen did come out of such places, and 
she has heard some of their stories. There was, ! 
for instance, the woman whose 5-year-old 
daughter, adopted from a Moscow orphanage, 
arrived at her new home in the States so angry at 
herself and everyone else that she crawled 
around on the floor for three months until her 
knees were bloody, refusing to stand up when 
anyone was looking. One night, the girl threat­
ened to kill her new mother and father and her 
three new siblings while they slept. This boy, on 
the other hand, is not violent and can even show 
genuine tenderness. He loves to hold babies; he 
loves the marzipan softness of their skin and 
their buttery smell; his tactile remoteness seems 
to dissolve in their presence.

At times, his mother sounds solicitous, moth­
erly. She wouldn't allow me to use her family's 
name or too many identifying details because 
she worries that her son will read this some day 
and she wants to save him from embarrassment. 
She is pale and mild-looking, with rimless glasses 
and eyes the color of milky blue marbles. Over 
her pink dress, she wears a parka, which she 
seems too shy or preoccupied to remove, 
though the room is overheated. But there is 
something obdurate about her too. Now that 
her son’s problem has been diagnosed — attach­
ment disorder — much of what he does seems 
to strike her as pathological, •‘oppositional." 
And when I ask her if she loves her son, she 
says, “That's hard to say.”

For every theory of human behavior, there is 
a diabolically perfect experiment that can never 
be performed — not, anyway, by ethical scien­
tists in a democratic society. To test human tol­
erance of extreme cold, you cannot immerse a 
naked human subject in freezing water. To test 
the effects of maternal and sensory deprivation 
on infants, you cannot take a population of 
newborns and confine them to cribs in a 
gloomy, ill-heated orphanage with a small, ro­
uting staff of caretakers who might spend an 
average of 10 minutes a day talking to them or 
holding them. But let’s say that such an experi­
ment has already occurred — in nature, as it 
were, far from the laboratory. And let s say that 
assessing its impact on the children who en­
dured it would not only help them but might 
also shed light on an issue that has long in­
trigued developmental psychologists and tor­
mented so many working mothers.

This is precisely the experiment being earned 
out today with many children adopted from eas­
tern Europe — chiefly Romania — and the for­
mer Soviet Union since the collapse of Com­
munism in 1989. There are more than 18,000 of

Margaret Talbot is a senior editor at The New 
Republic. She wrote about ‘'whiteness" studies in 
academia for The Times Magazine in November
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This is precisely the experiment being carried

Europe — chiefly Romania — and the for-
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undergrads demonstrating that infant monkeys, 
separated for six months from their mothers, be-

e

F
adoptees. “Most of the eastern European kids tling consistency in the psychological and even
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say. —r.~.i to think,’can she be a working mother? Does all, the theory argues that emotional engage-
sp^lisfM C^e WesVem Rwer^e University day care count as a discontinuity? How small is

>vide the same for others.” 
: is that in certain hands, a bland

ment is the necessary precursor to healthy de­
velopment, engendering trust in the world and 
the ability to make sense of it.

“Without someone specifically oriented to his

here were adopted by upper- or middle-class 
families, and those families tend to respond to 
studies at a very high rate.”

But beyond that, many of the adoptees con­
stitute a unique sample group: babies who were 
surrendered to the kind of institutional care that 
few other countries practice on a large scale any­
more and then adopted, usually as toddlers and 
usually bv people prepared to lavish on them the 
kind of affection and sensory stimulation they 
had almost entirely lacked. By comparison, even 
the most wounded children adopted out of the 
foster system in the United States have had at 
least some history of family life and one-on-one 
attention. And most babies adopted from Chi­
na, the other rapidly growing source of foreign- 
born adoptive children, are both younger — less 
than a year old on average — and receive better 
institutional care.

The orphans from Romania and the former So­
viet Union are “by far the biggest group of de­
prived babies” available for study so far, Michael 
Rutter, a child psychiatrist at the London Insti­
tute of Psychiatry, told Science magazine. Or, as 
Groza put it in a recent paper, “The children 
adopted from Romanian institutions represent an 
opportunity to examine the effects of deprivation 
on child development” comparable to “experi­
mental research conducted on primates.” Which 
is to say, those studies familiar to all psychology

“a small number” of caretakers?
The original attachment studies found a star-

EMINISTS HAVE LONG CRITICIZED 
attachment theory as a sentimental 
scheme for shooing mothers back 
home. But to write it off at that 
would be to misconstrue it. Above

came anxious and then remote and as adults 
showed persistent signs of psychological distress. 

Above all, the eastern European orphans have 
become Exhibit A in the emotional debate over 
the body of thought known as attachment the­
ory. It might seem self-evident that human ba­
bies, notoriously helpless creatures that they are, 
need mother love or something much like it in 
order to thrive and develop emotionally and cog­
nitively. “Continuity of affectionate care by one 
or a small number of caregivers who can give of 
themselves emotionally, as well as in other ways, 
originates the development of the child’s love re- 

vence, both professors of child development at 
'_________\ ;
being comforted when distressed," for instance.

most traumatized among them — roughly 20 to 
30 percent, according to researchers — are be­
coming one of the most scrutinized and thera-

a class issue,” says Victor Groza, an adoption 

<   
who has conducted several studies on the emo­
tional and behavioral development of Romanian

vence, both professors of cnua oeveiopment at quauty ------------ .
Yale University. “Having repeated experiences of ing cast of parental surrogates in their early 

being comforted when distressed, tor instance,

^p,„s ..heUnhedSu„.no,..be *,„„o„n!bebad.ene^.o-y.

capacity to proriJ - -L--------c- •'’u— ”
coming one oi me But the fact
peutically manipulated populations in the annals and clinical phrase like continuity of attec-
of psychology. This is in part because they, or tionate care” can be loaded. If that continuous
rather their adoptive parents, have proven to be affectionate care is to be provided primarily by
such cooperative subjects. “To some degree it’s a mother, as so many attachment theorists seem

physical reactions of very young children sep­
arated from their parents. But those studies — 
done by people like the British psychiatrist 
John Bowlby and the French psychoanalyst 
Rene Spitz in the late 40’s and 50’s — were of 
modest scale, conducted in a foundling home 
here or a hospital there. It was the aftermath of 
World War II, and a child’s longing for parents 
during a brief separation — a frightened child 
hospitalized, say, for a routine operation — 
must have seemed a rather small thing in the 
grand scale of sorrows. Moreover, Bowlby and 
Spitz were publishing their findings at a time 
when there were fewer working mothers with 
whom they might resonate.

Now, though, many more of us want to know 
what happens to children for whom the bonds 
of attachment have snapped, because many 
more of us fear that those bonds are being 
pulled and stretched. Mother-child separations 
are part of the warp and woof of life these days, 
and so are our worries about them. The re­
search on eastern European adoptees matters 
not only to them and their parents but also to 
many of the rest of us as well.

Some of the more fervent attachment thera­
pists do not hesitate to draw these connections. 
“Child care — especially when it’s not the best 
— going back to work at 6 weeks, these are all 
risk factors” for insecure attachment of the 
kind, if not rhe degree, that the orphans display, 
says Paula Pickle, the soft-spoken, rather som­
ber director of the Attachment Center at Ever­
green. “You know, I think we forget that the 
hand that rocks the cradle really does rule the 
world." But even if you regard such sutements 
as ideologically suspect, even if you recognize 
that a vast gulf separates the experience of a 
baby in an orphanage from that of a toddler in 
day care, there may still be observations that ap­
ply to both. As studies on post-institutionalized 
children help to isolate precisely which aspects 
of orphanage life hamper a child's development, 
it becomes possible to consider how these fac- 

ou .........  rors» *n more moderate form, might affect
ZTh^s/wotTundi’ Mayes and Salty Pro- young children who spend many hours in poor- 

 k„.k rd child dzvflnnment at quality day care or who have a frequently shift-

years. And it also becomes possible to think 
anew about what it is that good parents and
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of passive grief or dejection that could some-

don’t get many rewards for it.” For Bowlby, at-
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apple of his eye, but an affectionate father is a WU 
close runner-up, followed by other relatives, a W ■

vague impression of a faddish and slightly his-

28

contact
acted almost as a vaccine, inoculating children 
against future psychological woes and antisocial
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 couldn’t walk, he couldn’t talk, he couldn’t hold
idea. I mean women go out to work and make killers. One example is the overheated 1987 best a baby bottle and he couldn t make eye contact, 
some fiddly little bit of gadgetry, which has no  ~ '
particular social value, and children are looked

1

trionic diagnosis and a handful of questionable 
therapies to go with it. Yet after talking to some 
of the parents of eastern European orphans I 
felt otherwise. What they told me about the 
ways their children seemed to struggle every 
day with the legacies of early deprivation — 
“it’s like the grooves were cut in the orphanage 
and that’s the music he’s playing now," said the 
mother of a 9-year-old — made the tenets of at­
tachment theorv real in a way they had not 
quite been for me before.

Consider, for example, a woman named Thais 
Tepper. Tepper is an adoptive mother who 
turned herself into an advocate — “the Ralph 
Nader of attachment," a friend calls her — and 
like a lot of advocates she can be blunt and or­
nery and single-minded. Some of the adoptive 
parents she claims to represent consider her an 
alarmist. But there is no doubt that she knows 
the research in this field intimately, and she has 
talked to hundreds of parents who, like her, 
adopted children from institutions in eastern 
Europe. “You know, you read in the newspaper 
all the time about mothers who locked their 
kids in the basement in a crib, and somebody 
found them and lo and behold the kids turned 
out to be eggplants,” says Tepper, who brought 
her son Drue home from a Romanian orphan­
age in 1991 when he was IS months old. “Well, 
think of that on an industrial scale."

Tepper is 45, a former Pennsylvania State 
health inspector with a degree in environmental 
science. She is an energetic, choleric sort who 
boiled over when she discovered that her son

than its share of wild-eyed one-noters. In the 70’s suffered from all sorts of health problems that

sian adopted son, argued that the 2-year-old was

tuned,” as the attachment theorists like to say, to 
babies in general and to one baby in particular. 

If further refinements of the theory have made 
some feminist objections irrelevant, they have 
hardlv shut down the criticisms. The psycholo­
gist Diane Ever (the author of "Mother-Infant 
Bonding: A Scientific Fiction”) has made a career 
of denouncing attachment theory and its more 
simplistic variants as a new and ingenious version 
of an old game: pinning the blame on Mom when 
a child grows up insecure or worse. Placing too 
much emphasis on the early relationship between 
mother and child, she argues, allows society to 
abdicate responsibility for its role in shaping chil­
dren. “Children are profoundly affected by an ar­
ray of people who interact with them,” Ever 
writes, "by the foods they eat, by the music they 
hear, by the television they watch, by the hope 
they see in the adult world and by the institutions 
— especially schools — they attend."

From another angle, critics like Jerome Kagan, 
a Harvard University child psychologist, have ar­
gued that while attachment theory is intuitively 
appealing — it sounds right to parents who find it 

bies and toddlers. Bowlby's own early research agreeable to their own style of child-rearing — it 
is extremely difficult to measure the emotional 
content of relationships. Inborn temperament, 
Kagan contends, is at least as important as early 
experience in determining whether an infant will 
morph into a happy and secure adult or a miser­
able one. Some children are simply more suscep-

It doesn't exactly help that on its pop-psych 
more

ITH OVERWROUGHT EXAMPLES LIKE 
these out there it might be tempting to 

nanny or a particularly attentive day-care dismiss attachment theory altogether. After en- 
worker. The important thing is that these be countering a few of them myself, I had the 

empathetic people, consistent presences “at- '

“His head was flat as a pancake and his neck 
flopped over,” she says. “At 18 months, he

the tangle of cognitive delays, the distrust of new 
r o caretakers, often accompanied by an inappropri-

so traumatized by his orphanage experience that ate charm and effusiveness with strangers.
he had inflicted the beating on himself. In 1993, Tepper founded a support organiza­

tion called the Parent Network for the Post- 
Institutionalized Child, which now has about 
1,500 members. “These kids don't just have psy­
chological problems,” Tepper says. “They have 
cognitive problems. If you don’t have a mother 
to sit there and read to you, or coo at you, or, if

needs,” wrote the psychoanalyst D.W Winni-
cott, whose work helped inform attachment the­
ory, “the infant cannot find a working relation to
external reality. Without someone to give satis­
factory instinctual gratifications, the infant can­
not find his body, nor can he develop an integrat­
ed personality. Without one person to love and
to hate, he cannot come to know that it is the
same person that he loves and hates, and so can­
not find his sense of guilt, and his desire to repair
and restore." Without what the prominent psy­
chologist Mary Ainsworth called a “secure base”
— a reliably loving person to whom a toddler can
return periodically for emotional refueling — he
will not feel free to explore. Relaxing into his de­
pendency is, paradoxically, the first step to inde­
pendence. And though attachment theorists
generally assume that the person with whom a
baby is figuring all this out will be her mother,
nothing in the theory excludes a loving father
from filling the same role.

It is certainly true that John Bowlby took a
dim view of day care, and indeed of almost any­
thing else that kept mothers apart from their ba-

i
had been with children who had undergone trau­
matic separations from their parents — delin­
quents in foundling homes and child-guidance
clinics, young evacuees from the London blitz
and otherwise happy children confined to the 
hospital in an era when visiting hours, even for . .

' mothers and fathers, were normally restricted to tible to separation and loss than others.

once a week. In all of these cases, Bowlby detect- I . . .
ed an initial stage of protest, followed by a kind fringes, attachment theory has spawned
of passive grief or dejection that could some- th" it: -------
times appear to be cooperative behavior to busy and 80’s, as Eyer points out, there were the “ex- she felt the adoption agency should have warned 
nurses or social workers, followed by a deeper pens” who insisted that immediate skin-to-skin her about. (One difficulty with some of these 

and lasting emotional detachment — the child
might be cheerful with others, but defensively
reject his mother when she appeared again.

“This whole business of women going to

between mothers and their newborns children is sorting out what might be a result of 
medical conditions like fetal alcohol syndrome, 
lead exposure or malnutrition from emotional 

tendencies. These days, there are the crude Cas- and psychological damage.)
work,” he told the psychologist Robert Karen sandras who speak darkly of legions of “un- “His head was t
in 1989, a year before he died, “it’s so bitterly attached kids” who cannot love and who grow up
controversial, but I do not think it’s a good to be charmers, con artists and, yes, psychopathic

seller “High Risk: Children Without Con- A year after they brought him home to the sub­
science," which blithely equates the trauma of urbs of Pittsburgh, when he still didn’t talk and

after in indifferent nurseries. ... Looking af- day care with the trauma of child abuse. Even darted away from her every chance he got, she
ter your own children is hard work. But you more disturbing is the idea that some version of began to read Bowlby and others on the behav-
get some rewards in that. Looking after other attachment disorder could be warped into a legal ioral and biochemical fallout of early neglect —
people’s children is very hard work, and you defense in child abuse cases: the lawyers for a the rocking and other self-comforting behaviors
don’t get many rewards for it.” For Bowlby^ at- woman named Renee Polreis, who was convicted that reminded researchers of autistic children,

tachment was monotropic; that is, it occurred in Colorado last year of beating to death her Rus-
with a single other person. But later attach­
ment theorists have argued that young children
live comfortably within a hierarchy of attach­
ments. Maybe an 18-month-old’s mother is the
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Across the country,' in a prosperous Los An- in a low, soft voice that got louder and louder and

one

From the beginning, though, it seemed to Beck a crib — she calls it her cage with another

that nothing she had learned or felt as a mother
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boy. “How could you do that to me?” the boy 
screams — at Feinberg’s prompting — at his 
pretty blond adoptive sister, who wanly acts the 

a crlD 5IJC wu;> 1V uv,  part of the teen-age mother who abandoned the
child. A nurse would walk into the room and boy to the Korean foster system. At the end of

A year after his parents 
took him home to 
the suburbs of Pittsburgh, 
Drue Tepper still didn't
talk and darted awav from 

J 

pis mother every chance 
pe got. She began to 
read Bowlbv and others 

•/

Ion the behavioral and 
biochemical fallout of 
early neglect.

I

I
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you’re in Pango Pango, to plop him down next 
to a 1 ' ' „ ' ' ' . ’
termites off a stick, then you're going to be way, 
way behind cognitively.”

geles suburb called Rolling Hills Estates, a wom­
an named Nancy Beck has helped to start a

/ JIi Ji

s-

b

smaller support group for adoptive parents of deprivation,” Beck says, “just matters so much 
eastern European and Russian children. She is an not getting fed when you need to be fed, not abused hi
altogether different sort of person than Tepper hearing language come back at you when you be- therapy i:

...... « • 1 I • I I L1 T_ -1__ _ T e-Uor-as ic t'I'ZITICy fni
gm to-------- --
wiring that is meant to happen and doesn t, and

a..* ~ -  -  there are these little places in the brain that are
all. Five years ago, when Beck brought Alex- dead. Maybe if the orphanages had

her biological children were 11,18 and 21. “I feel
embarrassed and a little trite telling people why I
adopted,” she says. “I live in an upper-middle- 

‘ > • • • I" C T

posed to go play tennis. But I didn’t have a career
that was all-consuming. I didn’t have a niche in
the world. I looked around and said, What do I
do best? Well, I have three wonderful children.”

grown children and a soft, almost girlish

put a bottle in each cage. Then she’d turn 
around, walk out and close the door. ‘Some peo­
ple didn’t know how to feed themselves. Mom­
my,’ Natasha will say, ’but 1 did.’ ’’

M HE MEBE EXKreNCE OV A. VLAC.B 

like the Attachment Center at Ev­
ergreen — where the clientele of 
formerly abused and neglected 
children includes a growing pro­

portion of eastern European orphans — is a 
kind of index of the lengths to which parents 
will go in seeking therapy for these children. 
The efficacy of the center’s unorthodox stock 
in trade, a method known as holding therapy, 

study. And holding therapy has plenty of fierce

across the therapist’s lap, with the therapist’s 
arms wrapped around him tightly enough so 
that he will feel “secure” while he shouts out 
his anger at the people who neglected or 
abused him. Some critics contend that holding 

  is a form of restraint that risks trauma­
babble. In that case, I think there is hard- tizmg children all oyer again.

worker who treats patients at Evergreen and

ply that “it is my experience that these kids are 
already re-experiencing their trauma all the 
time, but without any effective resolution.”

The day I spent at Evergreen I saw a videotape.

applied to the rearing of these two children. The

rocked back and forth so violently that the bed ----- ,
shook. On the plane home, she ulked to herself detractors. It requires a child to he prone

more and more frantic, until other passengers
started saying, “Can’t you stop her?” “Maternal

— a 50-year-old full-time mother with three
grown children and a soft, almost girlish voice —
all Five' yeaTago^ when Beck brought Alex- dead. Maybe if the orphanages had one caretaker practices holding therapy regularly, rephes sim-

ander, 4, and Natasha, 5, home from' Moscow, for every two or three babies. But hers had
her biological children were 11,18 and 21. “I feel caretaker for every 10.”

Natasha is well enough now to talk some-
times about her memories of the orphanage.

To charges like this, Neil Feinberg, a social

therapy, special schools, the sale of the family which Feinberg cradled a 10-year-old Korean 
home to pav for it all and. Beck says, her own boy. “How could you do that to me? the boy 
willingness to put nearly everything else in her screams — at Feinberg’s prompting — at his 

life aside. “And what she remembers is being in ----- , .
part of the teen-age mother who abandoned the
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me that not only lack of nutrition, but also of all 46 of the orphanage children in the sample

me. adoptees from’eastern Europe and the foAner children’s “overly friendly” attitude toward 

Soviet Union. “Can those effects be undone? adult strangers, and a third of the children dis-

quate, “I don’t think we have the proper diagnos- visual problems, sensory-integration deficits tually every measure than the “en adapted

Center’s Intematiorul Adoption Clinic. “I saw process especially difficult. So Fedenci teaches stresses and so on.
™ LL" been in a Russ.an omhanaee till emotions with the a.d of charts, p.ctures and ’’OrphanaRe experience tends to dampen all

areas

see new doctors in each new city, and each one the children may always oe, ne says, a iuuc pnanogc
would have a new diagnosis: attention-deficit dis- off” — a little rote - “but their behavior will standardized tests and parental assessment) were

T
adoptees in his study were what he called

what he called “wounded won-says, “that what we saw in these scans is related percent were what he called “wounded won- velopment, and by 1 year nearly all are behind,
to neglect, to a lack of maternal-infant inter- ders” — those who clearly fell behind their Still, if you adopt a chid from an orphanage be-
action at a critical phase.” peers in social and developmental growth but tore he’s 2, most of thAfter Tit

In the absence of more physiological studies who had managed to make big leaps forward m that his recovery could be prwyy good. Alter 2, k
like Chugani’s, the handful of doctors and re- their adoptive homes. And a third group, the just depends on the in- Continued on page JSlike Chugani’s, the handful of doctors and re-
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ing a brain injury.” They have to be taught the time he or she spent in an orphanage — the like- 
. ... • I • 1 I J’ |.‘ 1_— —-L  ̂ el cralzArx nnrrmllu In fnp

tory cues, he argues, before they can learn to feel Ames study, a control group of Romanian in-

birth children,” says Dana Johnson, co-director 
of the International Adoption Clinic at the Uni­
versity of Minnesota, who has examined about

I
I

Jud who had been in a Russian orphanage till 
he was 2Vi and then was adopted by a single mom 
in the U.S. I hey moved several times, and ’ 
see new doctors in each new city, and each -

tors and researchers that certain ages are more 
sensitive than others, and a rough consensus on 
what those ages are, that’s not to say that there is

searchers who have worked with post-institu­
tionalized children are left to reach conclusions 
as much by hunch as with hard data. “It’s clear to 

i
stimulation and of emotional contact, can inhibit 
the development of brain systems,” says Ronald 
Federici, a developmental neuropsychologist in 
Alexandria, Va., who has evaluated about 1,000

fants adopted from homes and institutions be­
fore they were 4 months old did better on vir­
tually every measure than the children adopted

Many times, yes. Many times, no. 
large part on the age of the child.” Federici be­
lieves in “moving slow and easy” in treating 
these children, “almost as if you were rehabilitat­

ability to recognize emotions by visual and audi­

them. “Love is an abstract concept,” he says.
And they may have cognitive impairments — 

the session, the boy’s real adoptive mother en­
ters the room, and Feinberg urges the boy, his 
face now gleaming with tears, to climb into her 
lap, which the boy does, and then says, genuinely 
enough: “I have been treating you like [exple­
tive], ... I want to love you.” “I think you’ve 
got to learn how,” his mother says softly. “I 
know how,” the boy replies. “The guy told ”

Later, I ask Feinberg, an intense man with an 
indelible Brooklyn accent, what had happened 
to the boy. Unable to live with his adoptive fam­
ily, he is in a residential placement center in an­
other state. “It’s a measure of our success,” 
Feinberg says, “when a kid doesn’t end up in jail 
for having committed violent crimes.”

The handy label “attachment disorder” fa­
vored by the diagnosticians at Evergreen strikes 
many other doctors and therapists who work 
with post-institutionalized children as made-

order, schizophrenia, autism, Tourette’s syn­
drome, obsessive-compulsive disorder. None of 
them was accurate, but each had a grain of truth. 
I’d diagnose it as complex neuropsychological 
behavior disorder of the post-institutionalized 
child. Only insurance doesn't cover that one.”

The truth is that the damage caused by early 
neglect — or even by physically adequate but 
emotionally indifferent care — can be deeply in­
tractable, not least because it may have neuro­
logical as well as psychological dimensions. 
Harry Chugani, a neurologist at the Children’s 

It depends in played what the study called “atypical insecure 

attachment patterns.”
All of these studies have found that the earlier 

a child was adopted — which is to say, the less 

lier he or she was to develop normally. In the

“resilient rascals,” haven’t displayed any obvious 
ill effects of their institutionalization at all. Per­
haps, Groza speculates, they had been “pets” in 
the orphanage, charming the staff into giving 
them more attention.

Moreover, in what many researchers in the 
field say is the most thorough study yet of Ro­
manian children adopted in North America, a 
group headed by Elinor Ames at Simon Fraser 
University in British Columbia concluded that 

had been able to form some sort of attachment 
to their adoptive parents. Nonetheless, 60 per­
cent of the parents reported that three years af­
ter the adoption they still worried about their 

of the brains of eight apparently healthy of their children, Groza divided the adoptees unanimity on these points. If kids are adopted
Romanian children adopted by Americans with into three distinct groups, each with a fairly from an orphanage before 6 months of age, the
a control group of children reared in normal different prognosis. About 20 percent of the data are pretty good that they do comparably to

Children raised in deprived circumstances 
have to be taught the ability to recognize emotions by 

visual and auditory cues, one neuropsychologist 
argues, before they can learn to feel them.‘Love is 

an abstract concept,’ he says.

age children show evidence of abnormal metab- “severely affected by their institutionaliza-

al problems and marked developmental lags up months, you have some kids who start to fall be-

“challenged children” — those who had been

lion” and continued to have alarming emotion- 300 eastern European adoptees. At 6 to 12

to four years after their adoption. Another 60 hind in certain areas, particularly in language de- 
’ ' " ‘ “ J 1----- velopment, and by 1 year nearly all are behind.

emotions with the aid of charts, pictures and .
,.c„  role-playing: Who’s smiling? Who’s frowning? areas of intelligence, concluded the Ames study, 

thTU S'"The7‘moZd“eve^ “timesZand he'd What’s sad? What’s happy? “The emotions of which found that 78 percent of the Romanian or- 
the children may always be,” he says, “a little phanage children it evaluated (on the basis of

change. They may not be so defensive or afraid.” delayed in “fine motor, gross motor, personal- 
social and language” skills when they were adopted. 

I HERE ARE, TO BE SURE, IM- Groza’s study specified two sensitive windows — 
portant caveats to this pessi- the second half-year of life and the period be- 
mistic picture. In a study of tween 25 and 36 months — when institutional- 
229 American families who ization was especially likely to cause delays in 
adopted Romanian children, both emotional and cognitive development.
Victor Groza found that 78 But no legitimate researcher will say that there 
 percent of the parents rated is an age beyond which a child cannot be helped, 

the “overall impact of the adoption on the fam- And though there is a general feeling among doc- 

ily” as “very positive,” and 97 percent said they
 “never thought” about relinquishing the child.

Hospital of”Michigan, has been comparing PET Moreover, using the parents’ own assessments

scans < ’ „ ..
Romanian children adopted by Americans with

one

family settings. Although the results are very 
preliminary (and unpublished), all eight orphan- 

olism in a specific area of the brain’s temporal 
lobe thought to be involved in social function­
ing. “I think we can hypothesize,” Chugani



It was a child-rearing the-

is considered secure too. In-

types scarcely seem to no- lagers and later replicated it

led into a room where there signs of distress when she

toys to

— once

Over the years.

ficial or too dependent on

care.
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as Phillip Shaver, a Universi­
ty of California at Davis psy­
chologist and attachment re­
searcher, puts it, “the gold

ternal care inay have grave standard in attachment re-
and far-reaching effects” on search.” Jay Belsky, a profes-
a child’s “character and so sor at Pennsylvania State 
on the whole of his future University and a leading at-
life.” (Note that he said tachment researcher, says: attached at 1 year. The 
“may” and that he de- “It may be artificial, but so mothers of children labeled 
scribed the deprivation as is a treadmill test for the

- more
Continued on page 50

bies’ lives responding 
quickly when they cried, 
handling them deftly and af­
fectionately and reading 
their signals of pleasure and 
distress accurately — were 
most likely to have babies 
who were deemed securely

“insecure-avoidant” at 1 
year were more gruff and 
dismissive; they seemed to 
enjoy physical contact with 
their babies less, and were 
sometimes mocking or sar­
castic with them. “Insecure- 
ambivalent” children had 
mothers who sometimes re­
sponded to their distress, 
but usually didn’t, and who 
seemed especially anxious

ATTACHMENT
Continued from page 38 

of the young child of ma-

— is that what can be ob- despairing of ever 
served in these closely the comfort they seek, 
choreographed separations I

scribed the deprivation as
“prolonged.”) We are still heart. That’s a physical
left with the question of stress test — this is an emo­
what, if anything, this tells tional stress test. They’re
us about the emotional lives both artificial, but they’re
of children who undergo both diagnostic too.”
separations from their par- What matters most, ac-
ents but not the stark sen- cording to the logic of the
sory deprivations of an or- Strange Situation, is not
phanage. We are still left what happens in the sep-
wondering whether there is arations but what happens in
anything at all to what one the reunions. If the baby is
writer has called the “im- upset, as most are, when his and overwhelmed, 
plicit Bowlbian argument” mother leaves him in this
that “since absent mothers strange place, but if he also ory with a particular bias — 
lead to disturbed children, seeks comfon from her one not at all attractive to 
ever-present mothers will when she returns, then he is
produce happy children.” considered securely at-

For two decades now, at- tached. If he isn’t particu-
uchment researchers have larly upset, but still pads
most often chosen to ad- over to her or looks up at her
dress this question through and smiles when she comes
their classic experiment,
the miniature melodrama

t-»00-7 7 C.-F u

JlCF, rnt

child 10 hours a day,” it is 

J D—,.1—- --r - It was the insight of Mary also true that responsiveness
and reunions is a capsule Ainswonh, the University is not an attribute only of
history of the relationship of Virginia developmental mothers and certainly not of
between parent and infant. psychologist who in the late all mothers. It is not hard.

Over the years, the 60’s devised the Strange Sit- for instance, to picture a 
Strange Situation has been uation, that these different stay-at-home mother who is 
criticized for being too arti- ways of coping with sep- physically present but emo- 
ficial or too dependent on aration could be traced to tionally distant. And it is not 
the mood of the child that particular patterns of ma- hard to imagine a father, a 
day, or for assessing the tern- ternal care. “Sensitive” grandparent or a baby sitter 
perament of the child but mothers — those who had who would be more attuned 
not the quality of the child’s been observed in the first to a particular child — 
relationships. But it remains, three months of their ba- C ’ p
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the many parents then and 
now who believe that re­
sponding promptly to a cry­
ing baby will spoil her. But 
it wasn’t, strictly speaking, a 

  cultural bias; Ainsworth
back into the room, then he conducted her original re- 

tne miniature meioura.™ is considered secure too. In- search, in wbich she first 
known as the Strange Situ- secure children, on the other identified the different 
ation. As trained observers hand, fall into two main cat- styles of mothering, with a 
look on behind two-way egories. The “avoidant” population of Ugandan vil- 
mirrors, a mother (or in types scarcely seem to no- lagers and later replicated it 
some versions a father) and tice their mother when she’s with a sample of middle- 
her 12-month-old baby are in the room, show few overt class families in Baltimore, 
led into a room where there signs of distress when she Though attachment theo- 
is always an inviting heap of leaves it and mostly ignore rists haven t always liked to 
toys to distract him. Twice her when she returns. And say so, this link between sen- 
during the 20-minute-long the “ambivalent” types sitive care and security of at- 
experiment, the mother often wail inconsolably uchment actually under­
leaves the baby in the room when she leaves — but are mined pure Bowlby-ism,

with a researcher not pacified by her return; with its blanket injunctions
whom the baby has never they may reach for her to against mother-child sep-
seen before, once all alone, pick them up but once in her arations. For if it is true that.
Twice she comes back. The arms will typically stiffen as Ainswonh once put it, 
idea — and for many peo- and arch away and some- “it’s very hard to become a 
pie it is a stretch to accept times sob all the harder, as if sensitively responsive moth­

getting er if you’re away from your
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maternal. if you like - than the child's own mother. 
If sensitivity is the key, 1hen ma1emal omnipresence 
cannot be conHrued as a good in usdf. 

�loreover. the most recent and reliable srudie, 
1lu1 ha,c looked Jt the am1chment securitv of chil­
dren in child care ha,e found chat while ;here are 
some ncgam·c etiects. they Jrc quite small - s1,111s­
tical fluners. The ambitious :-.i:11ional lnstirute of 
Child Health and Human Dc,elopment tudv of 
E..:irly Child Care released in Oc1ober concluded, 
for example. tlut "there wcrc no significant differ­
ence, in attachment secumv related to ch 1ld-C1re 
p:micip:nion." E\Cn "·hen children were in dav ore 
for es�cially long hours. or a1 especially ,=I; ages. 
C\en 11 the> wen: in "umuble. or poor-quJ!i1v 
care." thev werc no more likelv 10 be insecurclv a1-
1:1chcd to �heir mothers. The ,1udv did find. howev­
er. tlu1 children were >0mcwha1 more likeh 10 be 
insecurclv Jt!.lched 1f thcv h.1d mo1hers wh� e own 
c:ire wu ·deemed to be i�scnsi1i,e .1nd ,f 1hev were 
also in poor-qu.1li1y or unst:ible child-c.irc J1-r:mgc­
men1S. In othcr words. no ic:iture oi ch ild cire bv 
itself pml1cted insccuril\. but in combination with 
ccruin pcircntal shortcomings II might. 

However small such effocts might be. it mav not 
do 10 ignore them. For one thin�. there 1> evidence 
that the categories oi attachment - secure and in­
securc - tcnd 10 persist .1nd 10 sh:ipc the person­
:tlllies of older children .1nd young aduhs. \n :i.n 
cxtensi,·e longitudinal ;m:uys1s known :IS the Min· 
ncsot;i Studies, two rcscuchen. A.Ian Sroufe a.nd 
Byron Egeland, followed up on a group of 267 b;i­
bies who had been labeled securely or insecurely 
,mached in Strange Situation experiments (;ind 
ocher diagnostic 1es1s) conducted in the mid-70's, 
On nearly all psychological me.uures - from ego 
resiliency co independence to empathy 10 the o­
pacity for fun - the children who as babies had 
been securely attached scored highest. Teachers 
who knew nothing of these bbels and were asked 
simply to evaluate the children tended 10 like the 
secure ones besL They described the avoidant ones 
as obnoxious :ind arrog:mt md the ambivalent 
ones as dingy :ind ineffectual. These findings do 
not establish a caus:il link, only a correlation, bc­
rv.-ccn sccurity of attachment and later personality 
traits, and ll may still be. for ex:imple. tlut 1hc in­
secure children were simply born more aloof or 
fretful. But the results are suggestive, espccwly 
since they have been replicated in other studies 
and at later ages. And if they arc accurate, then 
;mything tlut increases the number of anxious!� 
attached children ought 10 concern us. 

It sometimes seems that the kind of caretaking 
that attachment theory advocates and yes. senu­
mentalizcs - the tender. tedious ministrations of 
what the psychoanalyst D. W Winnicott called 
'"the ordinarv devoted mother" - have littl� 
place and eve'n less prestige in the current dcbat< 
about how we ought 10 rear children. le som� 
times seems that we arc in the midst of a mint 
backbsh against the notion that children require 
sacrifice of convenience a.nd ambition, that gc1 
ung to know and un• Contim,td on page l 
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demand a new infant can be like a 
slow courtship that ambles along to 
its own rhythm. In the popular, 
tough-love advice of the Christian 
family counselors Ann Marie and 
Gary Ezzo, for instance, you will 
find new arguments for keeping ba­
bies on rigid feeding schedules, let­
ting them cry it out so that they 
don’t develop a “predisposition for 
immediate gratification” and train­
ing them to sleep through the night 
as early as 5 weeks so that they 
don’t disrupt their parents’ sched­
ules any longer than necessary. And 
from some working parents and 
some feminists, you hear the steely 
insistence that child care is just fine 
for every child, thank you very 
much, and don’t go singing the 
praises of maternal love like some 
besotted Irish tenor.

Maybe there is no way to ac­
knowledge publicly what an ordi­
nary devoted mother — or father 
or baby sitter — does every day 
without sounding hopelessly sop­
py. Maybe it will always hover be­
low the radar of any policy debate, 
in the dailiness where most of us 
do for our children what goes 
without saying. Then again, if you

luuuuuuiiuaiJiJHLiuuyLiiJLJU
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have devoted yourself to a child for 
whom such things were never done 
— a child who as a baby was not 
held and jostled just so, or fed just 
when he wanted to be, or calmed 
when all the strangeness of the 
world seemed too much — maybe 
you can be forgiven for thinking 
that the ordinary things matter a 
great deal.

Those thoughts occurred to me as 
I was sitting in Linda Crumpecker’s 
kitchen one day while she poured tea 
and gave Nicholas his medication so 
he could go out and join the neigh­
borhood street hockey game. A few­
minutes earlier, he had dashed in to 
tell her, haltingly but happily, that he 
had just found a leftover Easter egg 
in the backyard. And a few minutes 
before that, Crumpecker had been 
saying that she would “go to the 
ends of the earth” for him. “In some 
ways I feel I have, and I feel he 
knows that, and that has brought us 
closer.” But now what we are talk­
ing about, in effect, is what some­
body didn't do for Nicholas. “If 
nothing else,” she says, “these past 
five years have made me think about 
parenthood anew. They’ve given me 
an appreciation of all the ordinary, 
everyday things that mothers do for 
ordinary infants. I just can’t say 
enough how much those matter. " ■
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 s Batsheva prospective plaintiff, Rachel Wohlgelemter, married and was 
Greer was leaving a class several months ago, she mentioned then allowed to live off campus.) Even if the Federal court dis - 
to a fellow Yale freshman that she needed to make a ulephone misses the suit, as the university has asked, the theological and 
call. The classmate invited Batsheva to use the phone in her social implications of the case will continue to resonate, 
dormitory room. And the offer filled Batsheva with distress. Through all this hurly-burly moves Batsheva Greer, a 19-

She quailed at the thought of insulting the woman by year-old history major with delicate features, wire-nm glasses
spuming her offer. To most Yale students, nothing could be and a presence so gentle that she doesn’t seem to displace any 
more prosaic than strolling into one of the residential col- air when she enters a room. Her rabbi father has watched her
leges, where most of them live, eat and even attend classes, wince at gossip, even the favorable kind. “She is,” Daniel 
But to Batsheva, those same dormitories represent immoral- Greer explains with pride, “the least likely revolutionary, 
ity itself, an arena of coed bathrooms, safe-sex manuals and His use of “revolutionary,” though, is correct. Batsheva’s 
free condoms, a threat to her very soul. timidity coexists with a steely resolve, one shaped partly by

“That’s all right,” Batsheva told her classmate. “Fve got to her family and partly by an Orthodox Jewish education in
be going now.” She had grown used to giving such polite, if America and Israel. “It’s not like I was debating the issue,”
abrupt, demurrals. Only rarely, with a classmate who under- she says of her decision to join the lawsuit. “It was definite in
stood the depth of her Onhodox Judaism, would Batsheva an- my mind. There was just no question that I would be sacrific-
swer candidly, “I can’t go up, and I know you’ll understand.” ing my religious upbringing to live on campus. My personal

The line that Batsheva Greer would not cross to enter a feelings about being in the spotlight are irrelevant.”
friend’s dorm runs through a Federal lawsuit in which she and Her primary worry, in fact, is that Yale might settle the case 
three other Orthodox students have charged Yale with reli- out of court, returning the money that each student has paid 
gious discrimination for requiring all freshmen and sopho- for the dorm rooms in which they never spent a single night, 
mores to live on campus. The line divides Jew from Jew, and That would deprive the plaintiffs of their opportunity to tri­
separates two irreconcilable worldviews: should the sacred umph on principle, both legal and moral. “You never think 
accommodate the secular or the other way around? people will have such low regard for religion,’ she says of Yale

As Yale holds its commencement this weekend, the suit re- officials. “Anyone can see we’re serious about this.’
mains in United States District Court in Hartford, as intracta­
ble as on the day it was filed last December. The plaintiffs ar- FOR A UNIVERSITY THAT HAD A JEWISH QUOTA UNTIL THE
gue that, in terms of protecting constitutional rights, Yale early 1960’s, Yale has changed markedly to address the sensi-
should be considered a public institution and therefore subject tivities of observant Jews. The university now has a Jewish
to Federal antidiscrimination laws. But the legalities hardly president, a Jewish dean of undergraduates and a student body
hint at the emotions the “Yale Five” case has conjured. (One estimated to be as much as one-quarter Jewish. Yale allows stu-

 --------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------dents to use their meal plan in the kosher cafeteria of a pri- 
Samuel G. Freedman is the author of three books. His next vately financed Jewish center. It provides old-fashioned keys 
one is about the schisms in American Jewry .-------------------------- to Orthodox students so they will not violate the Sabbath by

\eshivish at Yale
Five religious freshmen refused to live in Yale’s ‘immoral’ 

J dormitories — and opened a schism between Orthodox Jewry 
and the very idea of a liberal university.

By Samuel G. Freedman  
f W.
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Orthodox Jowioh xtudents - from left, Rachel Wohigelernter. Elixhi Hack and Batsheva Greer - outside a Yale dormitory they consider potentially harmful to their spiritual well-being.



learn from Yale, but its values are decrepit.'

it is to observ- They’re saying, basically, there are things we
learn from Yale, but its values are decrepit.”can

PS'
that remind a Jewish man of his 613 religious

onen-

representing Judaism to ruining the admission

Wssl ==£“
tShsftiKfissas:

technical aspects of modernity —
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made into an adjective. And it connotes a level of Hebrew and back .. .

observance, a way of thought, a type of dress. - -eir stu_. ing v , fcheva
So w » ElUb. . pl.in ^i« sta »d . d™. »d ’Z
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In recent years. Orthodoxy has increasingly 
. , . <*^*1 JL ——J*

split into tactions c. ---- ------

a music course so she would not broach religious 

law by singing for a man.
But Yale has traditionally insisted that virtually

$7,000 room-and-board fee. Like all incoming 

tation sessions on topics ranging from safe sex 
to diversity. She boycotted every one. “'Th'y 
weren’t the place for a nice religious Jewish girl,” 
she says. Her absence from the safe-sex lecture 
in particular drew the notice of her student ad­
viser, who, she says, called her repeatedly. Bat- 
sheva, feeling harangued, threatened to call a 
lawyer, and the adviser desisted.

> In choosing her classes, Batsheva sought the 
advice of a rabbi. The required composition

21-year-old psychology major from Los Angeles, freshmen, Batsheva was invited tomend^ort

------- AIRLY OR NOT, THEN, A DORMITORY AD-
dress at Yale has emerged as the signifier of

i Orthodox Jew’s readiness to engage the

ters to The Yale Daily News opposing the Yale 
_j come from other Jewish students,

blaming the plaintiffs for everything from mis­

sion with an Orthodox friend. In a domain of 
sweat pants and flapping shirttails, both women 
wore skirts to the ankle and sleeves to the wnst, 
their voices shifting effortlessly from English to 

... — —-------
Their studying went unnoticed by nearby stu-

In myriad ways, the lawsuit being only one of 
ewisn man o, u.z them, she tries to reconcile the Yale she sought
likens the Yale residential col- for its world-class education with the Yale she 

rejects for its social values.
Batsheva, who lives with her family a mile 

from Yale, never set foot in the dorm she was as-

anachronism, if not outright ridicule.

•• — — - ■ ------- a

the postwar years did American Jews begin to de- 
velop a system of religious day-schools. Yeshiva
University, the intellectual capital of Modem Or­
thodoxy, espoused a code of Torah Umadda, 
Jewish learning with worldly knowledge. It was

could confirm Jewish piety rather than erode it.
Both Rabbi Greer, Batsheva’s father, and Na- Hve have 

than Lewin, the constitutional lawyer represent­
ing the Yale students, grew up in New York in

University contends that the last decade has 
. J . .. . e a • z-X . 1____ 1___

SCCn — — —- --------

allXJ-forthe c,plehthdat they rtoonubin7
the residential colleges their first two years. The Orthodox group Agudath Israel denounced the m the dorm is troubli g.
university argues that living on campus means Yeshiva University president, Norman bmm, as They re 3
living in the real world, with all of its complex- a “hater of God;’for supporting rehg.ous plural- sutement that a ndmg
it.es and challenges. “We believe the undergrade ism in Israel. The very term Modem Ortho- Yale is stnctly utih anan.

.U. ,h»,«.b. SISK'S..................... .

HEI. EOimCAL.se,ENCE CLASS OVER. HER E- 
Elisha Hack one of the Yale plaintiffs, eschews mail answered, Batsheva Greer slid into a chair in

location, out tney non i warn uw might well desen t e p nti s.

U to ™. >h« TH. to

ate experience is more----- ,
says Richard Levin, Yale’s president. And we be­
lieve these aren’t just dormitories, but communi­
ties. This university has been committed to of­
fering an encounter with difference as part of its 
educational mission. These students want the 
education, but they don’t want the encounter.”

than to reverse the course of Jewish history in 
America. Ever since Jews began immigrating here 
in great numbers, the impulse toward assimilation 
has driven the debate about how a Jew should en­
gage America. Jewish immigrants eagerly em­
braced secular education, as the New York Uni­
versity historian Hasia Diner points out, neither

using electronic card-kevs to enter their dorms, higher education, when it serves a practical
It suonlied Batsheva Greer with a female tutor in purpose — while rejecting the cultural ones. . „ ,.Y ,
It supplied Batsne u----- k The sociologist Chaim Waxman of Rutgers receded, he says. Yet the

-

H MT
■Thev’re making a bold statement that attending Yale is 

strictly utilitarian. They’re saying, basically, “There are 
things we can learn from Yale, but its values are decrepit.’”

practical doxy was something you 
have to apologize for has

s fact these five students are 1O1UV WlllVllMU ua* aavva ——----- ----
the haredization of American Orthodox making it a matter of prin- 

ciple that they won’t live

caUedthe^-aseriousn^ke.

(abo known as ^a-Orthodo  ̂So^med ^mittee, Cedarhurst.' N.Y, regularly encountered evolu-

“uemble” before God thJharedi embrace the considers the lawsuit a statement of self-assur- tionary theory and ^knowledges that he tries 
tremble before God, emincluding ance. “The assumption 40 years ago that Ortho- “not to think about whether .t squares with the

might well describe all the plaintiffs. “There is an 
n ■ J •--------Ll-l-L > ” SayS

Hack a 20-year-old freshman from New Haven. 
“It doesn’t exist in a dictionary. It’s ‘yeshiva’ 

observance, a way of thought, a type of dress.” 

dark suit, just as he flourishes tzitzis..the tnnges 

trying to shape it in their image, as 19th-century obligations, he ,

slchel Wohlgekmer fck «> xronsly to » 

soffits

Only with the rise of Modem Orthodoxy in my spiritual well-being, says Wohlgelemter. a
7 .... t 1 ___ trrvm I rvc AriPP PS-

f—lAH
Ih dr<

ant Jews what “liberal” is to Democrats that

lieu uic ..wsul. . ..._____ ” eluded lessons in early Christian doctrine. Jere-
Steven Bayme, director of Jewish Communal my Hershman, a 20-year-old biology major from

tionary theory and acknowledges that he tries



lings were required to live on campus. Dov and 
Esther entered Yale when New Haven residents

XYT'”'Wha<

aJaindam

can listen and write notes and it doesn t maKe an orotner, wno nas aisw autcnuvu suu.uuh. ... .zz,,
impression on you,” Batsheva says. “But when doesn’t accommodate one’s religion tor one’s ture plaintiffs met with Betty Trachtenberg, the
you’re in an immoral environment, it has a det- onllege.All Onhodox Jews know they live in a dean of student affairs.
rimental effect. Actions are just more detrimen- society that has some values that aren’t ours. My Batsheva and Trachtenberg had actually met
tai than words. They aren’t good for one’s soul.” father’s main point is that the most important once before, on a Sabbath night a year earlier.

have boyfriends or girlfriends spend the night, Thacher & Bartlett, general counsel for the bos dinner, an evening that, as Betty 
and use the hallway bathrooms. As a sopho- Commissioner of Investigation under Mayor would later recall, suffused her with

I and occupied a suite with an in- State Assembly in 1972. But by the late 1970’s,

dents, among them Batsheva Greer, who attei 
ed from pre-kindergarten through 12 th grade.

they tolerated him walking tnrougn tne room at ivot mat sne grew up sucucicu. .uc wi.u, ~
7 A.M. on his way to morning worship. “Con- lived in a relatively poor neighborhood with a and Batsheva Greer as a plaintiff. “I don’t under-,.

ment wouldn’t have been acceptable to those who then As a teen-ager, Batsheva volunteered in a As for Batsheva, the gentle absolutist, she has 
sued. I assume they’d also be unhappy about tak- soup kitchen, took meals to house-bound senior just finished final exams. This weekend she will
ing an an history class with paintings of nudes, citizens, organized an informal day camp for lo- watch Dov and Hannah accept their degrees, in
And probably they’d have a problem walking cal children. “And I didn’t do it,” she says with a history and architecture, respectively. Both will
across campus on a hot spring day when people rare flash of edge, “as ‘community service.’ ” soon leave for Israel, Hannah to teach m a semi-
are sunbathing. Part of the difference is a strict- In 1995, as a high-schgol senior, Batsheva won nary and Dov to study Talmud. Even as she is su- 
ness in interpreting Auiidw, religious law, and pan admission to Yale. Dov and Batsheva’s two older ing Yale, Batsheva anticipates her own gradu-
of it is the willingness to compromise.” sisters, Esther and Hannah, preceded her there, ation day in the quadrangle framed by the dor-

Indeed, the Yale Five have earned more visible and Batsheva took notice of their approach to the mitories she abhors. I don t think Yale needs to

ifHack received an encouraging 
Catholic priest. Jeremy Hershiiman

The new York Times Magazine / Mav 14, |,9« 35

would have resided on a single-sex floor. But no 
residential college at Yale prohibits visits by ei-

moral challenges of living arrangements.
“'Ci^hen something is said in a classroom, you

u  ' , ~ i brother walks around campus with his tzttzis out,
student. And Batsheva Greer has received unso- looking like a yeshiva bochur, a yeshiva student.” 

The details of Yale’s housing policy have var- 
tians and Muslims. “I would Eke to commend ied over time, and none of R.-irshevTs older sib-

support from gentiles than from Jews. Elisha institution. “One thing I saw from them is that be improved, she says. We re not out to,
letter from a local on no grounds were they going to compromise,” change the university. We’re just trying to Eve i-

speaks of be- she says in the admiring t&nes of a kid sister. “My accordance with Judaism.”®

were t z ----
1995-96 academic year, Yale had decided that 

f cam­
 pus. Hannah sought a religious exemption, nev-

was evidently 
"grandfathered” in under the prior policy.

  Batsheva deferred her admission from 1996 to
?'! old. The relic came with a story told so often that 1997 to allow for a year of religious study in Jeru-

it became the familv’s parable ot principle. salem. During that time.
In September 1956. as Darnel (Steer's tellow building between Orthodox students and the Yile 

- ... freshmen were dining in the Princeton L'niversi- administration. As freshmen in the tall of lk>9ts,

ty Commons, he ate every meal alone in his dorm two future plaintiffs, Jeremy Hershman and Lisa 
Greer, center, and Hack, right, are suing Yale. room. An Onhodox Jew some 10 miles from the Friedman, refused to move into the dormitories.

Wohlgelernter married to avoid living on campus, nearest Orthodox congregation, only 16 years While their families paid Yale thousands of dollars
old because he had skipped grades, Greer kept a year in housing fees, Hershman rented an off- 

>n. Yet each of the Yale kosher throughout college with the aid of the re- campus apartment and Friedman settled into a 
 ital disrincrinn hvrwpen frigerator, a hot plate and home-cooked meals he dormitory associated with Rabbi Greer’s yeshiva.

the intellectual challenges of course work and the picked up on weekend visits to his parents. Efforts to mediate the dispute with Yale offi-
moral chairenges of living arrangements. “We were brought up to believe one goes out cials failed, and by the time Batsheva was en-
“'Tlien something is said in a classroom, you into the world,” says Dov Greer, Batsheva’s older rolled, the disagreement had hardened into a

can listen and write notes and it doesn’t make an brother, who has also attended Yale. “But one standoff. In April 1997, Batsheva and three fa­

tal than words. They aren’t good for one’s souL” father’s main point is that the most important once before, on a Sabbath night a year earlier.
As freshmen, Batsheva and the other plaintiffs thing is that you are an Orthodox Jew. ” Trachtenbergs husband, who teaches American

~ - With degrees from Princeton and Yale Law studies at Yale, was a favonte professor of Hannah
r , - School, Daniel Greer moved easily into the secu- Greer, Batsheva’s sister. So the Greers invited the

ther gender, so some students would inevitably lar world. He became an associate at Simpson Trachtenbergs to join them for worship and Shab-
‘  ‘ ‘ 'it, Thacher & Bartlett, general counsel for the bos dinner, an evening that, as Betty Trachtenberg

] r_ ‘  ’1 warm mem-
more, Batsheva could have chosen Orthodox John V Lindsay and a candidate for New York ories of her own Orthodox grandfather, 
roommates and occupied a suite with an in- State Assembly in 1972. But by the late 1970’s, But that warmth had dissipated by the follow- 
ternal, single-sex bathroom. Greer had become a rabbi and moved with his ing April, when Trachtenberg met with the Or-

The rules have not always made piety easy for wife, Sarah, to New Haven. thodox students. Neither side was wilEng to
the several dozen Orthodox Jews who do live in Unable to find an appropriate Jewish nursery budge. Trachtenberg asked the students why 
the dorms, like Evan Farber, a 20-year-old from school for Dov, their oldest child, the Greers they hadn’t simply applied to Harvard or M.I.T. 
New Rochelle, N.Y During Farber’s freshman founded one. Under Daniel as chairman and Sar- instead, since they knew Yale’s housing policy; in 
year, one of his suitemates had his fiancee visit ah as principal, the school grew to include ele- reponse, Batsheva Greer thought to herself. If 
on many weekends. Farber agreed to tolerate mentary and secondary grades serving 260 stu- Presidents went to Yale, why can’t I?
the couple sleeping in the suite’s living room, dents, among them Batsheva Greer, who attend- Eight months later, Trachtenberg opened her 
separated from him by a closed door, as long as ed from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade. office mail to find the complaint initiating the 
they tolerated him walking through the room at Not that she grew up sheltered. The Greers Yale Five case, with herself listed as a defendant 
7 A.M. on his way to morning worship. “Con- lived in a relatively poor neighborhood with a and Batsheva Greer as a plaintiff. “I don’t under- 
fronting and solving an issue is a strengthening large black population; it was being revived by a stand,” Trachtenberg says now of the Yale Five’s 
process,” Farber says. “But I know this arrange- nonprofit housing program led by Batsheva’s fa- refusal to compromise. “I just don t understand.

ing hailed on the street by an evangelical Christian

licited E-mails of support from observant Chris-

you on your bravery and tenacity in this matter,”
went one message, from a Muslim student at
U.C.L.A. “I just want to say don’t give up.
... Good things come to those with patience. ----- ------------------y , ------------ -----------

Think of Joseph in the Bible for inspiration.” only married underclassmen could live off
I " ' J* -------------- :“

X -rr THEN BATSHEVA GREER WAS A CHILD er received one in writing and

\ X / in New Haven, her father owned a
V V half-size refrigerator a quarter-century

excluded from the residency rule. By the
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Scenes from a recent California gun

- The Violence Policy Center, in a 1996 report titled “Tupperware 
ties for Criminals,” called gun shows “a readily available sourc

■.'<---------------------------------- i---- ■ - --------------------------------
David C. Anderson writes frequently about criminal justice. He 
author, most recently, of “Sensible Justice: Alternatives to Prison.’’
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Despite the new gnn-control laws, it's still easy to get your hands on a
By David C. Anderson

y
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~ No organization tracks how many gun shows take place each year. On display at the Virginia show are handguns by the hundreds, ev- 
But the National Association of Arms Shows claims an annual attend- erything from the high-end 9-millimeter pistols the cops carry to the 
ance of more than 5 million. And the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and cheap .22’s they take off kids on the street. And the prices look good — 

birearms has estimated that there are 2,000 shows a year. By all ac­
counts, the business has grown significantly since the 1986 Firearms
Owners’ Protection Act made it legal for licensed dealers to sell at
shows. These dealers — who offer the kind of heavy-duty arsenals that
attract large crowds — sit side by side with “hobbyists" hawking their
“personal collections.” As for criminals, their interest in shows can be

re is the

II

II
L

guns going for $400 in stores are tagged at $250 to $300. In addition, 
jit rifles of all shapes and sizjs. 

An AK-47 from eastern Europe bears a tag proclaiming it “the gun 
Clinton banned"; it remains legal to sell because it was imponed before 
restrictions imposed by the 1994 crime bill. Then there are the noto­
rious Tec-9’s and Mac-lO’s —clunky, vicious-looking “ugly guns” that, 
in the 1980’s, became weapons of choice for street gangs and psychotic 
Jtillers. (These guns were also banned in 1994.) Individuals roam the 
aisles with rifles slung over their shoulders, their asking prices taped to

that gun shows are “a 10-foot hole in the law. People who want to get Washington cracked down on dubious license-holders, forcing crooks 
guns can just go to a show and buy as many as they want.” to seek guns in other ways — like buying from collectors at shows.

• • • • 1 . • . .» On display at the Virginia show are handguns by the hundreds, ev­
erything from the high-end 9-millimeter pistols the cops carry to the

A •

■■■f-
ARS PACK THE LOT OUTSIDE HUGO’S SHOW HALL THIS BRIGHT
Saturday morning — but it’s not clear what has brought the
 crowd here to Bealeton, Va., a small town not far from the na­

tion’s capital That’s all right with both the promoters of the event and
the people showing up for it. For this is a gun show, and everyone in­
volved seems to understand that they’ll all be better off if it doesn’t at­
tract too much attention.

At a gun show, anyone with firearms to peddle can rent space for $100
or so and sell to crowds of shoppers numbering in the thousands. Ar­
rayed on tables as if for a brunch buffet, some of these guns are collect­
ibles: decoratively etched hunting pieces, rifles and bayonets from the
Civil War. But these days, many tables bear more sinister goods — guns
popular among criminals who make up part of the show crowd. They’ve
been lured by a loophole in current gun-control law that exempts sales of
private gun collections from the record-keeping and waiting periods re­
quired of licensed firearms dealers. At a show, anyone can pay a private
vendor cash for a gun and walk away with it, no questions asked.

• OP>r-
B_.  - , source of

yveapons and ammunition for a wide variety of criminals — including traced to recent changes in Federal gun policy. While dealers must wade
street gangs, white supremacists, would-be Presidential assassins and through red tape to sell a firearm, they can purchase guns at will. For
domestic terrorists.” Represenutive Charles Schumer, the New York many years, dealer licenses were so easy to get that even gang members

I Democrat who has introduced a series of gun control measures, asserts could use them as a hassle-free way to acquire arms. In 1993, however.



IV, naiww. vvu.u unvy UUY U1C gUO WltBOUt having tO till OUt 
forms or notify the police? She and the daughter exchanged glances of

deadly weapon. Just visit a gun show.

and who is an illegal purveyor remains uncliyr 
long as the discussion of shows focuses <

gun lobby's argument that too much regulation imposes unfairly on

handguns
■P£OP^ game, ar

ig. To ou;estin

»l»w. taken with a hidden video camera for the lobbying group Handgun Control Inc., show a variety of high-powered weapons for sale.

accessi

-Lc-t

go s approaching a third who presided over a show table full of hand- to stir, serious regulation seems remote and business thrives. At a ca- 
guns. The mother, a middle-aged housewife, explained why they were ble full of assault weapons, a shopper fingers an AK-47 as the seller 
looking tor a gun: the daughter was moving from their rural communi- approaches. The gun bears a $325 price tag. “Now’s the time to buy, 
ty into her own apartment closer to the dangers of Washington. They the seller urges, explaining that demand remains high and inventories 
wanted to complete the transaction as discreetly as possible. The moth- are in decline. “Next week, it will cost $50 more. ’ ■
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Such steps won’t stop crooks from getting guns, but they would at 
least force them into a black market and out of a market that operates un- 

licenses and transfers would give law enforcement powerful tools to pur­
sue the crooks and black marketers. Equally important, universal licens­
ing and registration would force the young woman who wants a gun for 

..—.———.. _——
Back inside Hugo’s, meanwhile, the gun culture feels thick enough I 

remote and business thrives. At a ta-

X

1
er wanted to know: could they buy the gun without having to fill --

relief as the seller explained that since the g°uns were from her private 
collection, none of those formalities would have to be observed.

While Paiss marveled at this unusual moment of female bonding, 
the story’s larger point has been appreciated by criminals for years. In 
1993, for example, an Ohio man named Thomas Lee Dillon pleaded 
guilty to shooting five people to death in a series of random attacks. 
He purchased his guns at local shows, then began disposing of them 
at other shows. (He was charged with homicide only after the man to 
whom he sold the last murder weapon at a Massillon gun show saw 
his picture in a newspaper.) Last year, Manhattan prosecutors con­
victed Richard Yarmy, a notorious East Coast gun trafficker, of ille­
gally selling firearms he purchased at shows. Yarmy made hundreds of 
high-volume purchases at gun shows—buying everything from as­
sault pistols to Street Sweeper shotguns.

Such stones have prompted some Federal prosecutors to take a closer 
look at gun shows. Last fall, for example. Federal authorities in southern 

.Florida arrested four people for selling guns without licenses at shows. 
Because all four were found to have sold significant quantities of street 
guns on a regular basis — one was peddling 50 per week — the Govem- 
ment argued that the four were conducting commercial businesses rather 
than liquidating private collections. (So far, three of the four have plead­
ed guilty.) Despite such prosecutions, the question of who ria leval hob- 

Ibyist and who is an illegal purveyor remains unclear.
So long as the discussion of shows focuses on legal intricacies, 

however, it misses the forest for the trees. Gun shows undermine the 
gun lobby's argument that too much regulation imposes unfairly on 
the rights and pleasures of innocent hunters and hobbyists. The 
______ assault rifles and machine guns that dominate the shows 
axe designed to shoot neonle rather than targets or wild game, and 
only a handful at the typical show are historically interesting, lb own 
such a weapon is to acquire the easy means to kill someoneTThe gaps 
in law that allow, now even encourage, gun shows mock highly pub­
licized victories like the Brady Bill and the assault weapons ban. They 
make clearer than ever the need for a more serious response.

What should be done? For one thing, the gun lobby has yet to ad­
vance a plausible argument against a simple parallel: treat the gun just 

like that other fantasy-inspiring, 
dangerous modem appliance, the 
automobile. TlT2t_LS^-L££lSl£JL_jJl \ 
guns, and maintain records of all J 
gun transfers in a central database/ 

accessible to any law enforcement officer. License all gun num.n I 
require them to demonstrate that they"ire over 21, law-abiding, sane, ( 
sober and insured for personal liability, and know how to handle and 1

paraphernalia. On the wall
ler with the

N..mi Hwdgun Co^i

*

signs on their backs or fluttering from pennants stuck in the barrels. 
Walking around Hugo’s, one feels the anxiety and fascination one 
might in a porno shop. Can all this really be legal?

1^ Wi

date study the book rack containing a convict’s treatise on how to attack 
someone with a knife and manuals giving detailed instructions for con-

A thin fellow with a sour expression stands at a table laden with Nazi 

inrl ohnto of Hir-
hark. no more Mr. Nice Guv.” 

gun-control group based in Washington, spotted two women at Hu-
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MOSCOW—President Clinton in­
sists he will not come to Moscow for a 
summit with Boris Yeltsin unless the 
Duma ratifies the START II nuclear 
arms treaty. But Clinton’s attempt to 
revive the politics of linkage is back-

powerful military nations Clinton

his strategic pnonties.

I

adrift tor months, are now dead in the 
water.

The Corranunist-dominated Duma 
is hostile to Yeltsin and to improved 
relations with Washington. By insist­
ing that he will not come to Moscow 
before ratification, Clinton gives the 
Duma a whip hand over his dipkxna-

■ ^98 tf

Jim Hoagland

Charm

The prospects of ratification are 
worse than they were three months 
ago,” Foreign Minister Yevgeny Pri­
makov told me in an interview. “We 
are doing everything we can, and I 
think it wfll be ratified, in this year. But 
when... well. I camotsay.lt does not
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depend on the executive branch of the 
government

Primakov’s careful statement, made 
in tones of regret, reverses the official, 
unrealistic optimism previously voiced 
in Moscow and in Washington about 
immiDent ratification. Earlier this 
month. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright indicated that she saw the 
Duma moving doser to ratification.

But the Duma last week postponed 
rMafidentfon of the treaty until Sep- 
tanber. Primakov said Yeltsin’s recent 
battie with the Communists over a 
vote of u xift fence for fWme MWater 
Sergei Kiriyenko’s new government, 
and the country’s mounting labor 
strife, *may make this not the best 
time to raise the question” of linkage.

Primakov, who speaks with an au­
thority Yeltsin allows no other minis­
ter, suggested that it is time for a 
summit without conditions, “ft is not 
so necessary to connect the visit of 
President Clinton to ratification. In 
fact, this connection is cresting some

I cussed this as well, and we have 
I similar contacts with Israel It is clear 
s to everyone we have no interest in 
I helping Iran with weapons of mass
1 destruction.” t rn .

U.S. absolution of Russia on Iran 
does not go as far as Primakov sug- 
jjpsts. But Washington has not directly 
rf^aflenged his public professions of 
wanting to curb Iran’s access to mis­
siles that could strike Russia. Clinton 
last week waived economic sanctions 

L the Russian oil giant Gazprom had 
risked by dealing with Iran.

A survivor with the instincts of a 
TaDeyrand. Primakov has invested 
heavily in building a strong personal 
relationship with Albright, and she has 

| ^procated. The Cold War has given 

way to a Charm War.
But the failure to move toward a 

new summit at a time when Yeltsin 
has made a strong recovery from his 
periodic illnesses underscores that se­
rious partnership fatigue has devel­
oped between the world’s two most 
powerful military nations. Clinton 
should reassess summit linkage, and

The once promising Russian4J.S. 
partnership today looks wilted and 
wan. The American president has not 
set foot on Russian soil in two years; 
recent summits have been held in the 
United States or Europe. Albright has 
not visited in a year. Russian opposi­
tion to US policies in Iraq, Yugoslavia 
and elsewhere has grown more spirit­
ed as Clinton has concentrated on 
NATO expansion and improving ties 
to China as his strategic priorities.

Primakov, a Middle East specialist 
who previously served as head of 
Russian external intelligence, mini­
mized the problems in US-Russian 
relations, saying “today we are not in a 
zerosum game.” He lavished praise on 
Albright, who had been “very strong, 
very able’ in their frequent encounters 
at diplomatic meetings in Europe. “I 
trust her.’

Albright has said the same of Prima­
kov publicly and privately. But their 
mutual admiration society has not 
added great new content to the diplo­
matic relationship of the world’s two 
greatest nuctear powers.

Primakov, who is as subtle and 
cunning as Albright is pugnacious and 
direct, replied in a rumbling baritone 
pnd with a shadow of a hidden smile 
when I suggested the United States 
and Russia still had conflicting inter­
ests in the Middle East and the 
Balkans. He focused on US mediation 
between Israel and the Palestinians:

“Both the US. and Rusaa want 
stability in the region. We don't want 
to interfere. We think the Americans 
are doing a good job. A good job. 
Eapedafly by Aforight And secondly, 
the United States doesn’t want any­
body efee to be involved. They want to 
monopolize this. So I am content not 
to share their ffetare.*

US offidais have accepted his as­
surances that Russia “does not have a 
statesanctioned policy* to help Iran 
dlerefop nuclear and missiie tedmok> 
gy, he added. “I have explained this to 
Albripht Tbe CT A onrt tjw Russian

obstacles in the Duma now.”
Primakov asserts that Duma ratifi­

cation erf the START II accord, negoti­
ated by Yeltsin and President Bush, is 
dearly in Russia’s interest Already 
ratified by the US Senate, the treaty 
obligates the United States in effect to 
match nuclear arsenal cuts that Russia 
is being forced to make unilaterally for 
budgetary reasons. Passage would al­
so dear the way for Clinton to start his 
own strategic negotiations with Mos-



Japan in recession
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country’s trading in derivatives—a business 1
considered too tricky for the dunderheads Osaka City University,
in Tokyo. Since the end ofthe second world ~ '
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To this day, Kansai gets only a quarter of 

what it contributes in taxes to the central 
government back as public spending. The 
taxpayer has picked up some ofthe bill for 
repairing damage done by the Kobe earth- C O S 
quake in 1995, but road-building in the re­
gion has not kept pace with road-building 
in the rest of the country. The slowdown 
has taken its toll on Kansai’s business.

Over the years, local giants such as
Sumitomo, Itochu, Marubeni and Nomura
Securities have largely upped and gone.
Most have either moved their headquarters 
to Tokyo or now do most of their decision­
making there. This has been to the detri­
ment of local business. For instance, with 
few around to set the pace, Kansai has been 
slow to grasp the significance of the new in­
formation-based industries. Only one ma­
jor software company, Capcom, has made 
Osaka its home

Although the recession sweeping Japan 
has hurt Kansai, so have several problems 
peculiar to the region. First, explains Akio
Fujimoto of the Kansai Economic Federa­
tion, Kansai has been hit harder than other

.., -.  -. „ ,-----------o new projects—including a second unnec-
Liberal Democratic Party s venal ways. Both essary bridge to Awaji Island-in order to

agree that Kansai’s recovery will depend on 
finding home-grown solutions for its prob­
lems. They point to three new research-and- 
development centres being established by 
the private sector in partnership with local 
government to alleviate the region’s pau­
city of high-tech innovation. They want to 
see the grimy jobs being lost in steel, ship­
building, chemicals and textiles replaced 
with something better.

“Once big was better, but nowadays 
nimbler is better,” says Shigeru Matsushita, 
director of Sanwa Research Institute in 
Osaka. Whether that gives Kansai, with its 
plethora of small firms, a definite advan­
tage is not clear. The region’s problems are 
structural and would exist even if the rest of 
Japan were thriving. What is clear is that the 
current national recession is making the re­
gion’s troubles even worse. And yet in Kan­
sai, the economic forces sweeping Japan 
are providing a stimulus for change. That is 
more than can be said for many other parts 
of provincial Japan.

Sea of
Japan

J A P A

Kansai, goes the old saying, “and you will fiercely anti-Tokyo because of the ruling 
see what is in store for the rest ofjapan.” Lite™! Democratic TaAy’o Lvui

For bad, as well as good, might be the refused to go cap-in-hand to the central 
[□ftpr-ffov raiAinHAr 'T'l-.— a1_ ____ »_ « «
the country may be worse off-Hokkaido,
for one—Kansai is suffering badly, and cer- I
tainly more so than Japan as a whole. In the |
Bank of Japan’s latest quarterly Tankan I
survey of business confidence, the unfa- (i
vourable responses from the greater-Kansai i
region were for gloomier than the national 5
average So is Kansai a special case with i
problems unique to the region? Or does it, f
as the bedrock of the Japanese economy, j
represent a harbinger of worse to come for :
the country as a whole?

At about ¥80 trillion ($610 billion), E

Kansai’s gross regional product is slightly
larger than that of Canada. Its broad mix of
textiles, chemicals, shipbuilding, steel and
engineering represents 16% of the Japanese
gdp, down from 20% two decades ago. And
thereby hangs a sorry tale of neglect and re­
luctance to let go.

The rustbelt around Osaka Bay—from
the Mitsubishi shipyards in the west to the
blast furnaces of Kobe Steel in the east and
the former Hitachi Zosen yards to the   , 
south—is testament to the region’s metal- When Kobe was wrecked

East
China 

Sea

view ofthe region’s history of entrepreneur- bashing past. The textile mills scattered

OSAKA

The second in our series on Japan’s economic pains looks at Kansai

' I 'HE industrial heartland ofjapan is a
1 vast conurbation of some 20m people

who live and work within an hour or so of
the centre of Osaka. Unlike the beehive of
bureaucracy and international business
that Tokyo has become, the three principal
cities of the Kansai region-Osaka, Kobe
and Kyoto—are noted for their wealth of
small and medium-sized manufacturers
and their networks of merchants. Several of
these firms have grown to become house­
hold and even global names: Matsushita,
Sumitomo, Kawasaki, Sanyo, Nintendo,
Kyocera, Suntory, Nomura and Nippon
Life are among them.

That Kansai should be considered the
engine-room of Japan is no surprise in

lal imagination. The world’s first futures throughout Senshu ferther south is

ka merchants some 250 years ago. The was like decades ago. “Kansai contains a lot
ofofo smokestack industry but very little in ^orts'ofOSafaand Kob^S^ndJasty^fs
thP««« increase in consumption tax savaged

nori'Shiozaw3, an economics professor at sai’s huge appliance industry. Third, the re- 
. cent completion of the world’s largest sus-
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polls suggest 60% of Paulistanos would like Land is expensive, and traffic congestion complicated by a division of responsibility

not im-

open trade, better roads and low inflation ise. Mr Daniel is involved in a pioneering office has been to blame for’mismanage-
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Sao Paulo, Brazilians have seen the city as
the locomotive of economic growth. By the
1970s, Sao Paulo had not only surpassed in
size and wealth its traditional rival, Rio de
Janeiro, but it had become the largest in­
dustrial city in the southern hemisphere. In
those years of Brazil’s economic “miracle”,
the city swelled by a dizzying 5% a year, as
the prospect ofa job in its factories brought
the poor and landless flocking in by the
busload from Brazil’s north-east. By 1995,
the city itself had a population of 10 im ---------- ,   --------- --------- ------------ - Ult 1IVCI „ a slIUK.
and the Sao Paulo metropolitan region had Car factories made these towns prosperous, ing cess-pit, the ring-road is choked at rush 
17m people, making it one of the world’s Now they struggle to attract new industry, hour, and some offices overlook shanties, 
and To^o Urbatl°nS’ nVaIIlng Mexico city PowerfuHrade unions pushed up wages, to For decades, South America’s most robustly

Now, however, the “city that cannot
stop”, as it was once proudly known, ap­
pears to many to have crawled, rusting, into
a siding. By the official count, open unem­
ployment in the Sao Paulo metropolitan re­
gion has jumped to 9% in March, the high­
est figure since 1982. Throw in the under­
employed, and the figure is double that, or
1.5m people With unemployment have
come rising crime and violence, especially
in poorer districts. In the first three months
of this year, 2,129 people were murdered in
greater Sao Paulo (up from 1,900 in the
same period last year), or roughly one an
hour. Add to that pollution, traffic and gen­
eral ugliness, and it is not surprising that
J •• .. ~ -

tolraveffiecity. makes just-in-time supply difficult. between the state (which handles schools.
Behind this malaise lies a structural Such places have acquired the air of police and railways), the city and the 39 

change in the city’s economy, and in Bra- dormitory towns, as shopping centres and other mayoralties that make up the metro- 
zil s. Poor communications, protective tar- hypermarkets sprout where once factories politan region. Politicians have not im- 
iffs and chronic inflation meant that from stood. But these ventures are lured by a con- proved matters. The state government went 
the 1950s factories for new industries such sumer market formed by industrial work- bust in the early 199QS. Only now has it 
as car making came to cluster round the ers, argues Celso Daniel, the mayor of Santo started work on an orbital motorway, more
city, heedless of costs, since that was where Andre, abc, he says, must hang on to the metro lines and improvements to the sub- 
the consumer market lay. Today, more industryitstillhasbyhelpingittomodern- urban railway. More recently, the mayor’s 
open trade, better roads and low inflation ise. Mr Daniel is involved in a pioneering office has been to blame for mismanage­
mean that many industries no longer need “regional consortium” of the abc towns, ment. Paulo Maluf, a conservative populist 
to be in the city—and have many reasons to which is trying to improve infrastructure who was mayor from 1992 to 1996 broke 
cut costs by fleeing it and workers’ training. the budget by building expensive hinnels

First, new factories began to sprouton . which, predictably, failed to get the traffic
green-field sites in pleasant, fest-growing Post-modern miasma flowing His successor> CeIso |itta) is strug.
towns in the interior of Sao Paulo state. If some parts of Sao Paulo have carried the gling to find the money for a better idea, a 
More recently, to Sao Paulo’s chagrin, other costs of Brazil’s opening to foreign trade souped-up trolleybus system, 
states such as Parana, Rio Grande do Sul and investment, others have grabbed many At last, as Sao Paulo’s population 
and Minas Gerais have offered tax breaks to benefits. One face of the future is the jagged growth rate has slowed to under 0.5% a year, 
lure big new car factones. Such deals make line of post-modern skyscrapers on the the opportunity exists to make good the 
headlines, yet they are misleading. In 1996, Marginal (the inner-ring road) beside the shortfall in services. Ifit is to get back on the 
Sao Paulo state still accounted for 53% of river Pinheiros. This area now accounts for tracks, Brazil’s locomotive needs to offer a 
Brazil s industrial output, a share that has 70% of deals in Sao Paulo’s market for of- better quality of life to its residents, 
barely changed since 1990. The difference fices, which booms despite Brazil’s slump. 
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THE PRESET -
In 1997, 300,000 square metres of office
space was sold—three times the annual av­
erage in the decade to 1993, according to cb
Richard Ellis, a property firm.

SAO PAULO Sao Paulo is Latin America’s largest fi-
C xt. A • , , .... nancial centre, and companies’—especially
South Amenca s biggest industrial city is painftilly reinventing itself as a ser- multinational companies’-first choice for 
vice centre. To complete the job, it needs better government head offices. In their wake come consul­

tants, accountants and international law .
is that industry is now spread out over a firms. The trade fairs and conferences, fash- IVT c U ctzcLv
much wider area: in economic terms, Sao ion shows and cultural events that also
Paulo’s metropolitan region today has a ra- come, plus Brazil’s best restaurants and
dius of roughly 100 kilometres (60 miles), shops, mean that, improbably, the city now
including satellite cities such as Campinas claims to attract more tourists than Rio. In
and Sao Jose dos Campos. State officials short, Sao Paulo has become the business
like to compare this area, with its universi- capital of Mercosur, the putative common
ties, research institutes and new computer market centred on Brazil and Argentina.
and telecoms equipment plants, to North Proof of that came last year, when a consor-
Carolina’s “research triangle”. tium headed by Bell South paid a huge $2.5

In the traditional industrial belt on the billion for a licence to set up a mobile
city’s southern fringe (an area known as phone service in the city.
abc, after its towns’ initials), officials in- Yet the Marginal Pinheiros also shows 
voke, with fear, a different parallel: Detroit, another side of the city: the river is a stink-

u *2 °7,e_of e world’s Now they struggle to attract new industry, hour, and some offices overlook^shanties'

A A A-* * ---- -------- — —■ M AWWA W AXZk/ A A KZ V« vj

40% higher than in neighbouring states, capitalist city grew through its own, restless
momentum, while public services failed to
keep up. A quarter of the population lives
in favelas, or shanty towns. And unlike
some of the 1950s migrants, who quickly
prospered, the average /avela-dweller is
now stuck there, in unhealthy surround­
ings, for around 15 years, according to Pe­
dro Jacobi, of the University of Sao Paulo.

The city’s air and waterways are pol­
luted and its drains overwhelmed by
storms, producing floods that stop traffic
for hours. A helicopter fleet larger than that
of Los Angeles is an alternative few can af­
ford. Mexico city has over 200km of metro
lines. Sao Paulo has less than 50km.

The administration of Sao Paulo is

At last, as Sao Paulo’s population

on the the opportunity exists to make good the
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Joachim Bitterlich, Europe's quiet string-puller
Ce-p. cl

■COR as long as he can recall, Joachim Bitterlich has detested fois Mitterrand and now France’s foreign minister. V3
± borders. The one between the Germanies, for instance, sepa- Throw in the fact that Mr Bitterlich (“Monsieur Bitterrand” 
rating his parents in the west from his grandfether, a pastor, in as some used to call him) has a French wife, Martine, and it is not C O S
the communist east. Or the one between Germany and France, surprising if some diplomats, not least British ones, reckon his
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Some of them date from his time in the mid-1970s at ena, created job of “high representative” for the eu’s foreign policy? 
Frances elite school for civil servants: Yves-Thibault de Silguy, The French might be piqued if he got it because Germans, un- 
tor.1'!?ta.n<^e’ now 1116 Eu,s commissioner for monetary affairs, usually for them, are picking up quite a lot of plum European

c

in the days when trains still halted there for ages and travellers dedication to the Gallic cause to be all but total. “Completely
were cross-examined by officials who seemed fearsome to a wrong, "breathes the accused with thehardlyaudiblesighofcon-
chttd. Small wonder that when Helmut Kohl, close to tears, talks tempt he reserves for the silliest of charges. He has plenty of good
about. building the open Europe his generation never had, Mr American pals, such as that master diplomatic trouble-shooter
Bitterlich is not oneofthose who smile behind their hands at the Richard Holbrooke, and he holds the British diplomatic service
old man’s pathos. to be the world’s best (pace the Quai d’Orsay). One of his sons is

True,therearethosewhofindithardtoimaginethechancel- studying at Oxford. So there. It is also an utterly baseless 
lot’s top foreign-policy adviser smiling much at all. Vari- “legend” that chancellery and Elysee simply have to get
ously known as Kohl s eminence grise”, the “secret for- one another on the telephone, and things fall happily

h ' into place. Only the ignorant, he  
reckons, could possibly believe that

Indeed, recently published docu­
ments, including some by Mr Bitter­
lich himself, show how fraught rela­
tions between France and Germany 
were during the reuniting of Ger­
many in 1989 and 1990. Mr Kohl’s 
ties with President Jacques Chirac 
have their ups and downs, but those 
with Mitterrand were—Mr Bitterlich 
says—fer from trouble-free either.

That said, it was surely the soft- 
spoken Saarlander’s Francophile 
background that most caught Mr 
Kohl’s fency when he recruited him. 
That and his experience at the Ger­
man embassy to the European 
Union in Brussels, his analytical law- 
yer’s mind—and, of course, his fem- 

S ous ability to keep mum. Since 1987 
3 Mr Bitterlich has been in the chan- 
g cellery, from 1993 as boss of the en- 
H tire foreign-policy department, and 
g in his laid-back way he obviously
I loves it: always close to the centre of
K power, often able to hop on a plane
I for informal trouble-shooting over a 

snack with his foreign counterparts.

cretion of the chancellors man has been aptly described as so etly) repeats the word. Well, yes. But plenty of Mr Bitterlich’s'rec- 
complete as to make a Trappist monk seem like an inebriate ommendations have demonstrably made their mark. His point 
babbler. Admirable, of course, but irritating to the curious. Even to his boss, for instance, that the phrase “United States of Eu- 
when inviting his interlocutor to a cup of tea, Mr Bitterlich is rope” could be misinterpreted. Quite so. And Mr Kohl, be it 
liable to sink his voice to a whisper as if imparting a state secret, noted, has stopped using it. Isn’t Mr Bitterlich an integrationist

H1S EePut.at20n as a chain-smoking workaholic is legendary then, with a keen taste for demolishing borders? Yes, but he is 
too. At the height of the Rhenish carnival season, when everyone also, he claims, a pragmatic one, not a fetishist. The British, he 
takes time off and clowns cavort to oompah music even in the constantly hopes, are listening.
chancellery’s hallowed halls, there is Mr Bitterlich still in his air- If Mr Kohl wins in September, Mr Bitterlich will have his 
conditioned oasis—toiling over the latest international crisis, work cut out preparing the eu’s presidency in the first half of 
Doesn’t he have a sense of humour? Of course he has, but he was next year. And if the chancellor loses? Purely hypothetical, of 
brought up in the Saarland (next to France), where they amuse course In principle, Mr Bitterlich could then retire, but he is 
themselves with, perhaps, a trifle more finesse than elsewhere in rather too young (turning 50 in July) and much too active He 
Germany. Or friends? Indeed he does, and what friends they are might get an embassy of his own. Or how about the soon-to-be- 
Some or them date from his time in the mid-1970s at ena, created job of “high representative” for the eu’s foreign policy? 
Frances elite school for civil servants: Yves-Thibault de Silguy, The French might be piqued if he got it because Germans, un- 
tor mstance, now the eu’s commissioner for monetary affairs, usually for them, are picking up quite a lot of plum European 
and Christian Noyer, vice-president-to-be of the European Gen- jobs these days. Still; he is not ill-placed when it comes to pulling 
tral Bank Another pal is Hubert Vedrine, long an aide to Fran- strings in Paris. Listen hard for the silent German’s next move

7^

tor’s top foreign-policy adviser smiling much at all. Vari­
ously known as “Kohl’s eminence grise”, the “secret for­
eign minister” and the “biggest
string-puller in Bonn”, he excites awe
and envy in just about equal mea-
sure Part of that comes from the job
itself. Ever since Konrad Adenauer, V
chancellors have used their personal
staff both to launch initiatives of
their own and to block unwanted ac-
tions elsewhere in government. Hel­
mut Schmidt, for example laid the
groundwork for the European Mon­
etary System with his personal eco­
nomic adviser without informing
the economics and finance minis­
tries or the Bundesbank All were
peeved, not to say outraged, when
they found out. Mr Kohl is rarely as
secretive But there are occasions—a
snap visit to Moscow for talks with
Boris Yeltsin, for instance—when
only he and Mr Bitterlich have at first
been in the know. And those occa­
sions have increased over the years
along with Mr Kohl’s ever greater
dominance in foreign affairs.

Then there is the personal side.
Mr Bitterlich, as one of his foreign-
office colleagues elegantly puts it,
“does not suffer from an excess of
modesty. Is that jealousy speaking, perhaps? At any rate the dis- And his influence on the chancellor? “I serve,” he says, then (qui-

- - - *--j----------- * T .VAX, jTKxO. U/lVlllV Ul 1V11 D111VI11VI1 3 1CV

complete as to make a Trappist monk seem like an inebriate ommendations have demonstrably made their mark His point

when inviting his interlocutor to a cup of tea, Mr Bitterlich is
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Bridge Line Information

NationsBank and BankAmerica today unveiled a $350 billion, 10-year 
commitment to community development lending and investment, by 
fax the largest and most comprehensive program ever for community 
development lending by a United States bank,

Hugh L, McColl, Jr , chief executive officer of NationsBank, and David 
Coulter, chairman and chief executive officer of BankAmerica, made 
the announcement in a joint statement today.

“As we create America’s bank, our opportunity - and our responsibility 
- to make a difference in our communities increases,” McColl said. 
“Tbiq unprecedented goal underscores that the greater our financial 
resources, the greater our investment will be in the future of the 
communities we serve. This $350 billion commitment sets us apart as 
the clear leader in lending to communities and small businesses.

“We will be the leading bank in home mortgage lending to minority 
and to low- and moderate-income borrowers in our nation,” McColl 
continued. “We will be the number one lender to businesses. And we 
will continue to be a leader in the communities we serve.”

The $350 billion commitment includes specific lending and investment 
goals for affordable housing, small business, consumer lending and 
economic development. As part of this unique commitment, the new 
company pledges to acquire, build or rehabilitate 50,000 affordable 
housing units during the next 10 years.
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“America’s bank will help build economic opportunity in America s 
communities. It’s worth noting that our commitment roughly equals 
the combined total of all community lending goals made by the rest of 
the hanking industry since 1977 when the Community Reinvestment 
Act became law.”

investments to non-profit organizations, such as community 
development corporations.

- $30 hillinn for consumer loans, including home-related loans 
for borrowers below median income and other auto and consumer 
loans for borrowers with an annual household income at or below 80 /o 
of median income. Credit card borrowing is not included in this 
commitment.

Building on the framework established by BankAmerica in 1997, this 
commitment honors and extends that company's $140 billion

“Our two companies bring to their new organization and exceptional 
commitment to community investment,” said Coulter. “Take a look at 
the record: Both Rank of America and NationsBank have consistently 
earned ‘outstanding’ ratings for their efforts to meet the needs of 
underserved markets. And both have repeatedly demonstrated that it 
can be done profitably.

McColl added: “As a company, we remain committed to building 
strategic alliances with community development partners, such as 
ACORN Housing Corporation, Low Income Housing Fund, the 
National Council of La Raza and the Neighborhood Assistance 
Corporation of America.”

The details of the $350 billion commitment include:

- $180 billinn for small business. This includes conventional 
and government-assisted loans, as well as investments in small 
business investment corporations, minority business venture capital 
funds and other products. NationsBank is currently the largest lender 
to small businesses in the United States.

- $115 hillinn for affordable housing. This includes single- and 
multi-family lending and investments to low- and moderate-income 
borrowers, low- and moderate-income neighborhoods and minority 

apphcants.

- $25 billinn for economic development. This includes loans and 
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Corporation and Neighborhood Housing Services. Also included would

support for organizations fundamental to the stability and prosperity

a catalyst for private sector investment in distressed neighborhoods.

riH. 12?

rnTTimunity development goal. The new company will begin reporting 
its results annually beginning in 1999.

It also will hold an annual meeting to discuss the results and will 
invite community organizations to attend and meet with senior-level 
management. Similar meetings will be held with community 
organizations at the state and local levels.

The $350 billion lending commitment encompasses several related 
initiatives. These include:

- $10 billion in lending and investments to foster community 
and economic development opportunities in rural America. Leveraging 
BankAmerica’s rural initiatives and recognizing the critical and 
complex needs of rural America, the new bank will take the lead role 
in promoting lending opportunities that stimulate affordable housing, 
job creation and economic opportunity in rural areas and Indian 

country.

- Community Development Intermediary Finance. Recognizing 
the important role of community development intermediaries, the new 
company will provide more than $2 billion in loans and investments to 
support the growth of these existing and newly created organizations.

Examples of key partners include Enterprise Foundation, Local

community foundations. Specific goals will he established following 

completion of the merger.

- The new company will form an Office of Community 
Development Policy Advocacy to support national and regional public 
policy efforts that advance community development objectives.
Further, as a community development leader, the new company will be

Initiative Support Corporation, Rural Community Assistance 

be minority-owned financial institutions and community development 

financial institutions.

- Special Purpose Lending. Critical to achieving our goal is 
support for organizations fundamental to the stability and prosperity 
or our communities, yet not often in the mainstream of traditional 
access to capital. These organizations include child care facilities, 
religious and educational institutions, non-profit organizations and
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www.nationsbank.com

www.bankamerica.com

On April 13, NationaBank and BankAmerica announced a definitive 
agreement to merge that will create the first truly national United 
States banking franchise. The proposed merger must be approved by 
state and federal regulators and shareholders of both companies. It is 
expected to close by October 1998.
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NationsBank/Ban.kAmerica Conununity Development 
Commitmen.t 

Areas of Initiative � � 

Affordable Housing- $115 Billion 

-- Home mortgage and refinance loans to minority applicants; \ \ {? -- Home mortgage loans to low- and moderate-income individuals beYow the
median income; 
-- Loans to buy or build properties in low- and moderate-income census
tracts; 
-- Predevelopment, construction, term finance and equity for multi-family
housing serving families below 100% median income, but predominantly
80%; 
-- Predevelopment, construction and equity for production and rehabilitation 
of single-family housing for low- and moderate-income families and in low- to
moderate-income geographies.
Small Business - $180 Billion 

-- Conventional small business loans (including commercial real estate), lines
of credit and letters of credit for $1 million or less. (More than half of these
loans ar expected to for less than $100,000). 
-- Government-related and government guaranteed small business loans and
lines of credit. 

U
-Direct and indirect investments in small and minority-owned businesses,
mall business investment corporations, minority business venture capital

funds and other special programs.
Economic Development - $25 Billion 

-- Loans and investments to non-proi.fts, including community development
financial institutions, community development corporations and :financial
intermediaries. 
-- Loans and investments for rural and urban-core economic development. 

(l""=?'Loans and investments which generate an incremental increase of 25 or
�ore jobs for a rural and low- and moderate-income community.

Consumer Loans - $30 Billion 

-- Home-related loans and lines of credit for borrowers below median income.
-- Direct and indirect consumer and auto loans to borrowers at or below 80%
of median income. 
-- Credit card borrowings are not·included.

###

** TOTAL PAGE.06 ** 



way 26 , 1998DATE:

The Honorable Donna E. ShalalaNOTE FOR:

sInformation 1□Action

1
I■<

Thank you.

i

cc:

I
V

F1

- Staff Secretary 
(x6-2702)

The President has reviewed the attached, and it is forwarded to you 
for your:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

f



*

/
Thfflaifffiat^cftffprrans

adopted from eastern Europe have not

sought creature comfort in more oblique ways — sneaking into the refrigerator in the mid-
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The Ultimate Experiment
By Margaret Talbot
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only brought despair to some .American 
couples but have also become 

Exhibit A for those who argue that a 
mother’s place is with her child.

On a bnght, cold day in February, at a clinic

in the mountains outside Denver, a mother sits with her arms folded across her chest and a polite, 
bewildered smile on her face. She is talking about her adopted son, the boy whose troubles have
brought her here to the Attachment Center at Evergreen, where she hopes he can be taught to 
love her. It’s just that the boy is so “strange,” she says, his emotions so “artificial.” When she and 
her husband brought him home from Romania in June 1991, the boy was 4 and his sister, whom
they also adopted, was 8. Their mother was dead, the Romanian adoption broker had said, and 
their father was an alcoholic and nearly blind. When he wasn’t forcing them to beg in the streets
or looking for ways to fob them off on childless foreigners, he neglected them.

“We knew all that,” the mother says, “so don’t think for a minute that we headed down 
this path naively.” She was well into her 30’s when she traveled to Bucharest, and though she 
had been unable to conceive children, she and her husband had been foster parents for “dif­
ficult” children from the States. They weren’t wealthy people — he drove a truck for a living 
and she kept house — but they came from a small town in Ohio where they felt they could 
rely on their friends and neighbors and where they were deeply involved in their church.

And yet everything was so much harder than they had imagined. While the girl seemed to 
settle in and find some comfort in the ordinary routines of domestic life, the boy could nei­
ther accept his new family nor control his overwhelming anxiety. He was clumsy and awk­
ward and subject to night terrors and at the same time oddly reckless. He would deliberately 
ride his bike in front of cars, darting into traffic at high speed. He lied — instinctively, it 
seemed, and extravagantly. He couldn’t stand it when his mother touched him, but he 
sought creature comfort in more oblique ways — sneaking into the refrigerator in the mid­
dle of the night to “steal" food, for instance. He was rarely invited twice to a schoolmate’s 
house, and the boys he called his best friends never seemed to think they were friends at all.

Yet his mother knows that in some ways they are lucky. Her son is unusual in that he was 
never in a Romanian orphanage, one of those warehouses where, so she has heard, babies lay
in their cribs for 18 or 20 hours a day, curled against feeding bottles, their heads flattened and

Photo montages by Gerald Slota
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their faces peaked. So many of the children here
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genuine tenderness. He loves to hold babies; he
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er 10-vear-o as a diagnosis —\ow thatassessing its impact on the children who en-

When I ask if she loves her son. she says.
’That's hard to say.out

academe for The Times Magazine in November.
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This is precisely the experiment being carried

Europe — chiefly Romania — and the for­
mer Soviet Union since the collapse of Com­
munism in 1989. There are more than 18,000 of

t jS
F* <5

-

at Evergreen did come out of such places, and 
she has heard some of their stones. There was, 
for instance, the woman whose 5-vear-old 
daughter, adopted from a Moscow orphanage.

Margaret Talbot is a senior editor at The New 
Republic. She wrote about "whiteness" studies in

fell

7

attachment disorder — much of" hat he 
does seems to strike his mother as pathological.

arrived at her new home in the States so angry at 
herself and everyone else that she crawled 
around on the floor for three months until her 
knees were bloody, refusing to stand up when 
anvone w-as looking. One night, the girl threat­
ened to kill her new mother and father and her 
three new siblings while thev slept. This boy, on 
the other hand, is not violent and can even show 
genuine tenderness. He loves to hold babies; he 
loves the marzipan softness of their skin and 

their buttery smell; his tactile remoteness seems 
to dissolve in their presence.

At times, his mother sounds solicitous, moth­
erly. She wouldn’t allow me to use her family's 
name or too many identifying details because 
she worries that her. son will read this some day 
and she wants to save him from embarrassment. 
She is pale and mild-looking, with nmless glasses 
and eyes the color of milky blue marbles. Over 
her pink dress, she wears a parka, which she 
seems too shy or preoccupied to remove, 
though the room is overheated. But there is 
something obdurate about her too. Now that 
her son’s problem has been diagnosed — attach­
ment disorder — much of what he does seems 
to strike her as pathological, “oppositional.'’ 
And when I ask her if she loves her son. she 
says, “That’s hard to say.”

For everv theory of human behavior, there is 
a diabolically perfect experiment that can never 
be performed — not, anyway, by ethical scien­
tists in a democratic society. To test human tol­
erance of extreme cold, you cannot immerse a 
naked human subject in freezing water. To test 
the effects of maternal and sensory deprivation 
on infants, you cannot take a population of 
newborns and confine them to cribs in a 
gloomy, ill-heated orphanage with a small, ro­
tating staff of careukers who might spend an 
average of 10 minutes a day talking to them or 
holding them. But let’s say that such an experi­
ment has already occurred — in nature, as it 
were, far from the laboratory. And let s say that 
assessing its impact on the children who en­
dured it would not only help them but might 
also shed light on an issue that has long in­
trigued developmental psychologists and tor­
mented so many working mothers.

• « * *  * I— — . —
llto i-a — — - — j
todav with many children adopted from eas- 
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-----Soviet Union since the collapse of Com-
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vence, both protessors oi cnna acvciv^uicnu 
Yale University. “Having repeated experiences of

Fand clinical phrase like “continuity of affec­
tionate care” can be loaded. If that continuous

to think, can she be a working mother? Does 
day care count as a discontinuity? How small isspecialist at Case Western Reserve University velopment, engendering trust in the world and

M«V 14. 27The New Yoke Times Magazine
GERALD SLOTA^RICCO MARESCA GALLERYFHOTO MONTAGE »Y

affectionate care is to be provided primarily by 
a mother, as so many attachment theonsts seem

tors, in more moderate form, might affect 
young children who spend many hours in poor­
quality day care or who have a frequently shift-

who has conducted several studies on the emo­
tional and behavioral development of Romanian 
adoptees. “Most of the eastern European kids 

“a small number” of careukers?
The original attachment studies found a star­

tling consistency in the psychological and even

EMINISTS HAVE LONG CRITICIZED 
attachment theory as a sentimental 
scheme for shooing mothers back 
home. But to write it off at that 

___  would be to misconstrue it. Above 
all, the theory argues that emotional engage­
ment is the necessary precursor to healthy de-

the ability to make sense of it.
“Without someone specifically oriented to his

these adoptees in the United States now, and the 
most traumatized among them — roughly 20 to 
30 percent, according to researchers — are be­
coming one of the most scrutinized and thera­
peutically manipulated populations in the annals 
of psychology. This is in part because they, or 
rather their adoptive parents, have proven to be 
such cooperative subjects. “To some degree it's 
a class issue,” says Victor Groza, an adoption 

here were adopted by upper- or middle-class 
families, and those families tend to respond to 
studies at a very high rate."

But bevond that, manv of the adoptees con­
stitute a unique sample group: babies who were 
surrendered to the kind of institutional care that 
few other countries practice on a large scale any­
more and then adopted, usually as toddlers and 
usually by people prepared to lavish on them the 
kind of affection and sensory stimulation they 
had almost entirely lacked. By companson. even 
the most w'ounded children adopted out of the 
foster system in the United States have had at 
least some history of family life and one-on-one 
attention. And most babies adopted from Chi­
na. the other rapidly growing source of foreign- 
born adoptive children, are both younger— less 
than a year old on average — and receive better 
institutional care.

The orphans from Romania and the former So­
viet Union are “by far the biggest group of de­
prived babies" available for study so far. Michael 
Rutter, a child psychiatrist at the London Insti­
tute of Psychiatry, told Science magazine. Or, as 
Groza put it in a recent paper. “The children 
adopted from Romanian institutions represent an 
opportunity to examine the effects of deprivation 
on child development" comparable to “expen­
mental research conducted on primates." Which 
is to say, those studies familiar to all psychology 
undergrads demonstrating that infant monkeys, 
separated for six months from their mothers, be­
came anxious and then remote and as adults 
showed persistent signs of psychological distress.

Above all, the eastern European orphans have 
become Exhibit A in the emotional debate over 
the body of thought known as attachment the­
ory. It might seem self-evident that human ba­
bies, notoriously helpless creatures that they are, 
need mother love or something much like it in 
order to thrive and develop emotionally and cog­
nitively. “Continuity of affectionate care by one 
or a small number of caregivers who can give of 
themselves emotionally, as well as in other ways, 
originates the development of the child s love re­
lationships," wrote Linda Mayes and Sally Pro­
vence, both professors of child development at 
Yale University. “Having repeated experiences of 
being comforted when distressed, for instance, 
“is a part of developing one’s own capacity for 
self-comfort and self-regulation, and later, the 
capacity to provide the same for others.

But the fact is that in certain hands, a bland 

phvsical reactions of verv voung children >ep- 
arated from their parents. But those studies — 
done bv people like the British psychiatrist 
John Bowlbv and the French psychoanalyst 
Rene Spitz in the late 4C’s and 5C's — were of 
modest scale, conducted in a foundling home 
here or a hospital there. It was the aftermath ot 
World War II. and a child's longing for parents 
during a brief separation — a frightened child 
hospitalized, say, for a routine operation — 
must have seemed a rather small thing in the 
grand scale of sorrows. Moreover. Bowlbv and 
Spitz were publishing their findings at a time 
when there were fewer working mothers with 
whom they might resonate.

Now; though, manv more of us want to know 
what happens to children for whom the bonds 
of attachment have snapped, because manv 
more of us fear that those bonds are being 
pulled and stretched. Mother-child separations 
are part of the warp and woof of life these days, 
and so are our worries about them. The re­
search on eastern European adoptee, matters 
not onlv to them and their parents but also to 
many of the rest of us as well.

Some of the more fervent attachment thera­
pists do not hesitate to draw these connections. 
“Child care — especially when it's not the best 
— going back to work at 6 weeks, these are all 
risk factors" for insecure attachment of the 
kind, if not the degree, that the orphans display. 
says Paula Pickle, the soft-spoken, rather som­
ber director of the Attachment Center at Ever­
green. "You know. I think we forget that the 
hand that rocks the cradle reallv does rule the 
world." But even if you regard such statements 
as ideologically suspect, even if you recognize 
that a vast gulf separates the experience of a 
baby in an orphanage from that of a toddler in 
day care, there may still be observations that ap­
ply to both. As studies on post-institutionalized 
children help to isolate precisely which aspects 
of orphanage life hamper a child's development, 
it becomes possible to consider how these fac­
tors, in more moderate form, might affect 
young children who spend many hours in poor­
quality day care or who have a frequently shift­
ing cast of parental surrogates in their early 
years. And it also becomes possible to think 
anew about what it is that good parents and 
caretakers do to nourish children emotionally.
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cognitive problems. If you don't have a mother 
to sit there and read to you, or coo at you, or, if
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triomc diagnosis and a handful of questionable 
therapies to go with it. Yet after talking to some 
of the parents of eastern European orphans I 
felt otherwise. VChat thev told me about the 
wavs their children seemed to struggle even 
dav with the legacies of early deprivation — 
"it's like the grooves were cut in the orphanage 
and that's the music he's playing now, said the 
mother of a 9-vear-old — made the tenets ot at­
tachment theon- real in a wav thev had not 
quite been for me before.

Consider, for example, a woman named Thais 
Tepper. Tepper is an adoptive mother who 
turned herself into an advocate — "the Ralph 
Xader of attachment. " a friend calls her — and 
like a lot of advocates she can be blunt and or­
nery and single-minded. Some of rhe adoptive 
parents she claims to represent consider her an 
alarmist. But there is no doubt that she knows 
the research in this field intimately, and she has 
talked to hundreds of parents who. like her. 
adopted children from institutions tn eastern 
Europe. "You know, vou read in the newspaper 
all the time about mothers who locked their 
kids in the basement in a crib, and somebody 
found them and Io and behold the kids turned 
out to be eggplants." says Tepper, who brought 
her son Drue home from a Romanian orphan­
age in 1991 when he was IS months old. "Well, 
chink ot that on an industrial scale.

Tepper is 45. a former Pennsylvania State 
health inspector with a degree in environmental 
science. She is an energetic, choleric sort who 
boiled over when she discovered that her son 
suffered from all sorts of health problems chat 
she felt the adoption agency should have warned 
her about. (One difficulty with some of these 
children is soning out what might be a result of 
medical conditions like fetal alcohol syndrome, 
lead exposure or malnutrition from emotional 
and psychological damage.)

“His head was flat as a pancake and his neck 
flopped over," she says. "At 18 months, he 
couldn't walk, he couldn't talk, he couldn’t hold 
a baby bottle and he couldn t make eye contact. 
A year after they brought him home to the sub­
urbs of Pittsburgh, when he still didn't talk and 
darted away from her every chance he got. she 
began to read Bowlby and others on the behav­
ioral and biochemical fallout of early neglect — 
the rocking and other self-comforting behaviors 
that reminded researchers of autistic children, 
the tangle of cognitive delays, the distrust of new 
caretakers, often accompanied by an inappropri­
ate charm and effusiveness with strangers.

In 1993, Tepper founded a support organiza­
tion called the Parent Network for the Post- 
Institutionalized Child, which now has about 
1,500 members. “These kids don’t just have psy­
chological problems," Tepper says. "They have

needs." wrote the psychoanalyst D \X. 'Xinm- 
cott. whose work helped inform attachment the- 

"the infant cannot find a working relation to 
external reality. Without someone to give satis­
factory instinctual gratifications, the infant can­
not find his body, nor can he develop an integrat­
ed personality. Without one person to love and 
to hate, he cannot come to know that it is the 
same person that he loves and hates, and so can­
not find his sense of guilt, and his desire to repair 
and restore." Without what the prominent psy­
chologist Marv Ainsworth called a “secure base" 
— a reliably loving person to whom a toddler can 
return periodically for emotional refueling — he 
will not feel free to explore. Relaxing into his de­
pendency is. paradoxically, the first step to inde­
pendence. And though attachment theorists 
generally assume that the person with whom a 
babv is figuring all this out will be her mother, 
nothing Th the theory excludes a loving father 
from filling the same role.

It is certainly true that John Bowlby took a 
dim view of day care, and indeed of almost any­
thing else that kept mothers apart from their ba­
bies and toddlers. Bowlby s own early research 
had been with children who had undergone trau­
matic separations from their parents — delin­
quents in foundling homes and child-guidance 
clinics, young evacuees from the London blitz 
and otherwise happy children confined to the 
hospital in an era when visiting hours, even for 
mothers and fathers, were normally restricted to 
once a week. In all of these cases, Bowlby detect­
ed an initial stage of protest, followed by a kind 
of passive grief or dejection that could some­
times appear to be cooperative behavior to busy 
nurses or social workers, followed by a deeper 
and lasting emotional detachment — the child 
might be cheerful with others, but defensively 
reject his mother when she appeared again. 

“This whole business of women going to 
work.” he told the psychologist Robert Karen 
in 1989, a year before he died, “it’s so bitterly 
controversial, but I do not think it's a good 
idea. I mean women go out to work and make 
some fiddly little bit of gadgetry, which has no 
particular social value, and children are looked 
after in indifferent nurseries. . . . Looking af­
ter your own children is hard work. But you 
get some rewards in that. Looking after other 
people’s children is very hard work, and you 
don’t get many rewards for it.” For Bowlby, at­
tachment was monotropic; that is, it occurred 
with a single other person. But later attach­
ment theorists have argued that young children 
live comfortably within a hierarchy of attach­
ments. Maybe an 18-month-old's mother is the 
apple of his eye, but an affectionate father is a 
close runner-up, followed by other relatives, a 
nanny or a particularly attentive day-care 
worker. The important thing is that these be 
empathetic people, consistent presences “at­

ITH OVERWROUGHT EXAMPLES LIKE 
___ these out there it might be tempting to 

dismiss attachment theory altogether. After en­
countering a few of them myself, I had the 
vague impression of a faddish and slightly his-

tuned." as the attachment theorists like to sav, to 
babies in general and to one baby in particular. 

If further refinements of the theon have made 
some feminist objections irrelevant, they have 
hardlv shut down the criticisms. The psycholo­
gist Diane Ever 'the author of "Mother-Infant 
Bonding: A Scientific Fiction " : has made a career 
of denouncing attachment theory and its more 
simplistic variants as a new and ingenious version 
of an old game: pinning the blame on Mom when 
a child grows up insecure or worse. Placing too 
much emphasis on the earlv relationship between 
mother and child, she argues, allows society to 
abdicate responsibility for its role in shaping chil­
dren. "Children are profoundly affected bv an ar­
ray of people who interact with them." Ever 
writes, "bv the foods they eat. bv rhe music thev 
hear, bv the television thev watch, by the hope 
thev see in the adult world and bv the institutions 
— especially schools — they attend. "

From another angle, critics like Jerome Kagan, 
a Harvard University child psychologist, have ar­
gued that while attachment theory is intuitively 
appealing — it sounds right to parents who find it 
agreeable to their own style of child-rearing — it 
is extremely difficult to measure the emotional 
content of relationships. Inborn temperament. 
Kagan contends, is at least as important as early 
experience in determining whether an infant will 
morph into a happy and secure adult or a miser­
able one. Some children are simply more suscep­
tible to separation and loss than others.

It doesn’t exactly help that on its pop-psych 
fringes, attachment theory has spawned more 
than its share of wild-eyed one-noters. In the 70's 
and 80's, as Ever points out, there were the "ex­
pens” who insisted that immediate skin-to-skin 
contact between mothers and their newborns 
acted almost as a vaccine, inoculating children 
against future psychological woes and antisocial 
tendencies. These days, there are the crude Cas­
sandras who speak darkly of legions of "un­
attached kids" who cannot love and who grow up 
to be charmers, con artists and, yes, psychopathic 
killers. One example is the overheated 1987 best 
seller “High Risk: Children Without Con­
science," which blithely equates the trauma of 
day care with the trauma of child abuse. Even 
more disturbing is the idea that some version of 
attachment disorder could be warped into a legal 
defense in child abuse cases: the lawyers for a 
woman named Renee Polreis, who was convicted 
in Colorado last year of beating to death her Rus­
sian adopted son, argued that the 2-year-old was 
so traumatized by his orphanage experience that 
he had inflicted the beating on himself.
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Natasha is well enough now to talk some­
times about her memories of the orphanage.
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A year after his parents 
took him home to 
the suburbs of Pittsburgh, 
DrueTepper still didn't 
[talk and darted away from 
this mother every chance 
Ihe got. She began to 
read Bowlby and others 
on the behavioral and 

biochemical fallout of 
early neglect.

put a bottle in each cage. Then she'd turn 
around, walk out and close the door. Some peo­
ple didn't know how to feed themselves. Mom­
my,' Natasha wdl say, but I did.' "

HE MERE EXVSTEHtaE OF X VVXCE 
like the Attachment Center at Ev­
ergreen — where the clientele of 
formerly abused and neglected 
children includes a growing pro­

portion of eastern European orphans — is a 
kind of index of the lengths to which parents 
will go in seeking therapy for these children. 
The efficacy of the center's unorthodox stock 
in trade, a method known as holding therapy.

THt NEW YORK Times Magazine / May 2*. 1998 29

de Ano wnat sne tcu.e.u^.s .s ^...5 ... pretty blond adoptive sister, who wanly acts the 
a crib — she calls it her cage — with another part of the teen-age mother who abandoned the 
child A nurse would walk into the room and boy to the Korean foster system. At the end of

already re-experiencing their trauma all the 
time, but without any effective resolution."

The day I spent at Evergreen I saw a videotape, 
’ '■ years ago, of a holding treatment in

boy. “How could you do that to me?” the boy 
screams — at Feinberg's prompting — at his

wiring that is meant to happen and doesn t. and

there are these iittie places ui ms u.air. t..at ~c -------- , , ,. . ■ , , i
dead. Mavbe if the orphanages had one caretaker practices holdmg therapy "gubriy repl,

r three babies. But hers had one ply that “it is my experience that these kids are

herbiobgTcal chUdre’n were 11, 18 and 21. “I feel caretaker for every 10."

home to pay for it all and. Beck says, her own 
willingness to put nearly everything else in her 
life aside. “And what she remembers is being in

‘AW .

that he will feel “secure” while he shouts out 
his anger at the people who neglected or 
abused him. Some critics contend that holding 

heanngT^ngu^ge 'come back at you when you be- therapy is a form of restramt that risks trauma- 

™ „ UIR 1„ .h.< 1 .Link «h.re i. Uri. Ft.nb«.. ,

worker who treats patients at Evergreen and 
................ ‘ ' lies sim-

more and more frantic, until other passengers 
started saying, “Can't you stop her?" “Maternal

not getting fed when you need to be fed, not 
° t • 1___________L- „

l.WW. — .Q -■ . . — _ _ - - .

gin to babble. In chat case, I think there is hard- 
°. . . . t j j___ ».

there are these little places in the brain that are

three babies. But hers had one

getes suburb called Rolling Hills Estates, a wom­
an named Nancy Beck has helped to sun a

eastern European and Russian children. She is an 
altogether different son of person than Tepper 
__ a 50-year-old full-time mother with three 
grown children and a soft, almost girlish voice — 
but what she says doesn’t sound so different at
all. Five vears ago, when Beck brought Alex­
ander, 4, and Natasha, 5, home from Moscow, for every two or 

embarrassed and a little trite telling people why I 
adopted," she says. “I live in an upper-middle-

posed to go play tennis. But I didn’t have a career 
that was all-consuming. I didn't have a niche in 
the world. I looked around and said. What do I 
do best? Well, I have three wonderful children.”

From the beginning, though, it seemed to Beck 
that nothing she had learned or felt as a mother
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LU Mt L i 1 1 “resilient rascals." haven't displayed any obvious

visual ana auditory cues, one neuropsychologist ill effects of their institutionalization at all. Per-
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adult strangers, and a third of the children dis-

scans
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the session, the boy's real adoptive mother en­
ters the room, and Feinberg urges the boy, his 

lap, which the boy does, and then says, genuinely 

percent were what he called wounaea won- ------7 — -
ders” - those who clearly fell behind their Still, if you adopt a duld from^an

that his recovery could be pretry good. After 2, it

WIL II ------------------ — --------- ■ - „
quate. “I don't think we have the proper diagnos- visual problems, sensory-mtegration
tic codes to describe these kids,” says 1 - "™kl- bnnnw at the pace
Millet, I pediatrician it the New England Medical it is i------- . _r ■
Center's IntemanonaJ Adopt.on Clinic. “I saw process especially difficult. So teaches

“severely affected by their institutionaliza­
tion” and continued to have alarming emotion­
al problems and marked developmental lags up 
to four years after their adoption. Another 60 

what he called “wounded won-

Children raised in deprived circumstances
have to be taught the ability to recognize emotions by

got to learn how." his mother says softly. I 
know how," the boy replies. “The guy told me." 

Later. I ask Feinberg, an intense man with an 

to the boy. Unable to live with his adoptive fam- Many tn 

other state. “It’s a measure of our success,’’

age children show evidence of abnormal metab­
olism in a specific area of the brain’s temporal 
lobe thought to be involved in social function­
ing. “I think we can hypothesize," Chugam

for having committed violent crimes. ’

-.I.;. '
vored by the diagnosticians at Evergreen strikes 
many other doctors and therapists who work 
with post-institutionalized children as inade-

tic codes to describe these kids, says

haps, Groza speculates, they had been “pets" in 
the orphanage, charming the staff into giving 

them more attention.
Moreover, in what many researchers in the 

field say is the most thorough study yet of Ro­
manian children adopted in North America, a 
group headed by Elinor Ames at Simon Fraser 
University in British Columbia concluded that 
all 46 of the orphanage children in the sample 
had been able to form some sort of attachment 
to their adoptive parents. Nonetheless, 60 per­
cent of the parents reported that three years af­
ter the adoption thev still worried about their 
children's “overly friendly” attitude toward 
adult strangers, and a third of the children dis­
played what the study called “atypical insecure 

attachment patterns.
All of these studies have found that the earlier 

a child was adopted — which is to say, the less 
: — the like- 

lier he or she was to develop normally. In the 
Ames study, a control group of Romanian in­
fants adopted from homes and institutions be­
fore they were 4 months old did better on vir­
tually every measure than the children adopted 
at 8 months or older, though the two groups had 
a similar history of prenatal care, environmental 
stresses and so on.

“Orphanage experience lends to dampen all 
areas of intelligence." concluded the Ames study.

XoTad? What's l^py? "The emotions of whtch found that 78 percent of the Romantan or- 

the children may always be," he says, “a little phanage children it evaluated (on the basis of

off” a little rote — “but their behavior will standardized tests and parental assessment) were
change. Thev may not be so defensive or afraid." delayed in “fine motor, gross motor, pejsonal- 

& social and language" skills when they were adopted.

T
one kid who had been in a Russian orphanage till 
he was 2'/i 2nd then was adopted by a single mom 
in the U.S. They moved several times, and he'd 

see new doctors in each new city, and each one 
would have a new diagnosis: attention-deficit dis­
order, schizophrenia, autism, Tourette’s syn­
drome, obsessive-compulsive disorder. None of 
them was accurate, but each had a grain of truth. 
I’d diagnose it as complex neuropsychological 
behavior disorder of the post-institutionalized 
child. Only insurance doesn't cover that one."

The truth is that the damage caused by early 
neglect — or even by physically adequate but 
emotionally indifferent care — can be deeply in­
tractable, not least because it may have neuro- 
L„_____  . . ' ’ _' ’
Harry Chugani, a neurologist at the Children’s

_ i two sensitive windows —
the second half-year of life and the period be­
tween 25 and 36 months — when institutional­
ization was especially likely to cause delays in 
both emotional and cognitive development.

But no legitimate researcher will say that there

And though there is a general feeling among doc- 
; are more 

sensitive than others, and a rough consensus on 
what those ages are. that’s not to say that there is

argues, before they can learn to feel them. ‘Love is 
an abstract concept,’ he says.

other state. “It’s a measure of our success. 1
Feinberg savs, “when a kid doesn't end up m jail tnese cnuuten. [ime he or slie spent in an orphanage
for having committed violent crimes. ing a brain m|ury. Thy h ,____ ,u nnrm

The handy label “attachment d.sorder" fa- ability to recognize emot.ons by v.sual and audi-

usually spoken — that make the learning 

emotions Cuh the of charts, pictures and 

role-playing: Who's smiling? Who's trowmng?

percent of the parents rated is an age beyond which a child cannot be helped. 
* . . . t c k J .1____L Fa»a»lir»rT tmnna rinr-

Si^^USh^aSeightorpha^

the “overall impact of the adoption on the fam- 

“never thought” about relinquishing the child. 

' own assessments

HERE ARE, TO BE SURE, IM- Groza's study specified 

portant caveats to this pessi­
mistic picture. In a study of
229 American families who
adopted Romanian children,
Victor Groza found that 78

25 and 36 months — when institutional-

face now gleaming with tears, to climb into her

enou-’h: “I have been treating vou like [exple- stimulation and of emotional contact,
live].' . . . I want to love you.” “I think you've the development of brain systems, s;

. • • i i’. 1 r? —.J— —da, .ul/iompnr a I me* 11

versity of Minnesota, who has examined about 
300 eastern European adoptees. “At 6 to 12 
months, you have some kids who start to fall be­
hind in certain areas, particularly in language de­
velopment, and by 1 year nearly all are behind.

fore he’s 2, most of the evidence would suggest
’ *r ' l

Continued on page 38

searchers who have worked with post-institu­
tionalized children are left to reach conclusions 
as much by hunch as with hard data. “It’s clear to 
me that not only lack of nutrition, but also of 

. can inhibit 
u.v ____—......  • says Ronald
Federici, a developmental neuropsychologist in 
Alexandria. Va.. who has evaluated about 1.00C 
adoptees from eastern Europe and the former

times, yes. Many times, no. It depends in 
large part on the age of the child. Federici be­
lieves in “moving slow and easy" in treating 
these children, “almost as if you were rehabilitat­

ing a I

tory cues, he argues, before they can learn to feel 
them. “Love is an abstract concept," he says.

And thev may have cognitive impairments — 
i deficits,

Laune trouble processing language at the pace at which 
it is usually spoken — that make the learning



It was a child-rearing the-
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their classic experiment, back into the room, then he conducted her original re-

ion. As trained observers hand, fall into two main cat- styles of mothering, with a

iagers and later replicated itmirrors, a mother (or in

arations. For if it is true that.

history of the relationship of Virginia developmental mothers and certainly not of
is not hard.

Over the years.

care.

♦a

L

a

i
i

anything at all to what one 
writer has called the “im-

the miniature melodrama 
known as the Strange Situ-

one not at all attractive to 
the many parents then and 
now who believe that re­
sponding promptly to a cry­
ing baby will spoil her. But 
it wasn’t, strictly speaking, a 
cultural bias; Mnsworth

 

7 u A/P.
JlCf, rtu £r,

 CO foJLo4

 ; in the room, show few oven class families in Baltimore,
led into a room where there signs of distress when she
is always an inviting heap of leaves it and mostly ignore

toys to <

child 10 hours a day," it is
It was the insight of Mary also true that responsiveness

ATTACHMENT
Continued from page 38 

of the young child of ma-

What matters most, ac­
cording to the logic of the

not
phanage. We are still left what happens in the sep-
wondering whether there is arations but what happens in

the reunions. If the baby is ..... r 
upset, as most are, when his and overwhelmed, 

plicit Bowlbian argument” mother leaves him in this
that “since absent mothers strange place, but if he also ory with a particular bias — 
lead to disturbed children, seeks comfon from her
ever-present mothers will when she returns, then he is
produce happy children.” considered securely at-

For two decades now, at- tached. If he isn’t particu- 
tachment researchers have larly upset, but still pads
most often chosen to ad- over to her or looks up at her
dress this question through and smiles when she comes

^f>(l 3 75

1.1 types scarcely seem to no- 1
some versions a father) and tice their mother when she’s with a sample ot middle- 

her 12-month-old baby are

bies lives responding 
quickly when thev cried, 
handling them deftly and af­
fectionately and reading 
their signals of pleasure and 
distress accurately — were 
most likely to have babies 
who were deemed securely 
attached at 1 year. The 
mothers of children labeled 
“insecure-avoidant” at 1 
vear were more gruff and 
dismissive; they seemed to 
emoy physical contact with 
their babies less, and were 
sometimes mocking or sar­
castic with them. “Insecure- 
ambivalent" children had 
mothers who sometimes re­
sponded to their distress, 
but usually didn’t, and who 
seemed especially anxious

Though attachment theo-
1S always an inviung ..«p v — .. ---------- "Sts haven’t always liked to
toys to distract him. Twice her when she returns. And say so, this link between sen-
during the 20-minute-long the "ambivalent” types sitive care and security of at-
experiment, the mother often wail inconsolably uchment actually under­
leaves the baby in the room when she leaves — but are
— once with a researcher not pacified by her return;

. ways of coping with sep- physically present but emo- 
ficial or too dependent on aration could be traced to tionally distant. And it is not
the mood of the child that particular patterns of ma- hard to imagine a father, a
day, or for assessing the tern- temal care. “Sensitive grandparent or a baby sitter 
perament of the child but mothers — those who had who would be more attuned
not the quality of the child’s been observed in the first to a particular child — more
relationships. But it remains, three months of their ba- Continued on page 50

as Phillip Shaver, a Universi­
ty of California at Davis psy­
chologist and attachment re­
searcher, puts it, “the gold 

temal care may have grave standard in attachment re-
and far-reaching effects” on search.” Jay Belsky, a profes-
a child’s “character and so sor at Pennsylvania State
on the whole of his future University and a leading at-
life.” (Note that he said tachment researcher, says:
“mav" and that he de- “It may be artificial, but so
scribed the deprivation as is a treadmill test for the
“prolonged.") We are still heart. That’s a physical
left with the question of stress test — this is an emo­
what, if anything, this tells tional stress test. They’re
us about the emotional lives both artificial, but thev’re
of children who undergo both diagnostic too."
separations from their par­
ents but not the stark sen­
sory deprivations of an or- Strange Situation, is

mined pure Bowlby-ism, 
  with its blanket injunctions

whom the baby has never they may reach for her to against mother-child sep- 
seen before, once all alone, pick them up but once in her arations. For if it is true that. 
Twice she comes back. The arms will typically stiffen as Ainswonh once put it, 
idea — and for many peo- and arch away and some- “it’s very hard to become a 
pie it is a stretch to accept times sob all the harder, as if sensitively responsive moth- 
— is that what can be ob- despairing of ever getting er if you’re away frorn your 
served in these closely the comfon they seek. child 10 hours a day," it is
choreographed separations It was the insight of Mary also true that responsiveness 
and reunions is a capsule Ainswonh, the University is not an attnbute only of 

between parent and infant. psychologist who in the late all mothers. It
Over the years, the 60’s devised the Strange Sit- for instance, to picture a 

Strange Situation has been uation, that these different stay-at-home mother who is 
If | - • 1" * *1 I * 11- L. . • • XW

cnticized for being too ani­

ls considered secure too. In- search, in which she iirst 
secure children, on the other identified the different

ation. As trained observers nano, ran into two main cat- styles ....
look on behind two-way egories. The “avoidant” population of Ugandan vil-
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 tiXs. The ambmous National Institute of 

Child Health and Human Development Study 
Early Child Care released m October concluded, 

for example, that “there were 
ences in attachment security related to child-care 
partiemation.” Even when children were in day - 
for especially long hours, or at espec.allv earlv ages 
even if thev were in “unstable, or poor-quahty 
care ” thev were no more likelv to be msecureh at- 
tached to their mothers. The study did tmd howev- 5 

er. that ch.ldren were somewhat more hkely to be 
^securely attached if thev had mothers w^st own 

ts deemed to be insensitive and it they wer 
poor-quality or unstable child-care 

............Mother words, no feature ot child care bv 
itself predicted msecuritv. but m combmat.on w.th 

certain parental shortcomings it nught. •
However small such effects might be. it may not 

do to ignore them. For one thing, there .s evidence 

that the categories of attachment J^^person- 
secure _ tend to persist an - 7n an

dependence to empathy to 
•- fun __ the children who as babies had
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Moreover, the most recent and reliable studies

.a.e have found that while there ... 
effects, they are quite small — statis-
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have devoted yourseit to a child tor 
whom such things were never done 
— a child who as a baby was not 
held and jostied ,ust so. or ted iust 
when he wanted to be. or calmed 
when all the strangeness of the 
world seemed too much — mavbe 
vou can be forgiven tor thinking 
that the ordinary things matter a 
great deal.

Those thoughts occurred to me as 
1 was sitting in Linda Crumpecker's 
kitchen one day while she poured tea 
and gave Nicholas his medication so 
he could go out and ioin the neigh­
borhood street hockey game. A tew 
minutes earlier, he had dashed in to 
tell her. haltingly but happilv, that he 
had just found a leftover Easter egg 
m the backyard. And a tew minutes 
before that. Crumpecker had been 
saying that she would "go to the 
ends of the earth" for him. “In some 
ways I feel I have, and I feel he 
knows that, and that has brought us 
closer.” But now what we are talk­
ing about, in effect, is what some­
body didn't do for Nicholas. "It 
nothing else." she says, “these past 
five years have made me think about 
parenthood anew. They've given me 
an appreciation of all the ordinary, 
evervdav things that mothers do for 
ordinary infants. I just can't say 
enough how much those matter. " ■
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derstand a new infant can be like a 
slow courtship that ambles along to 
its own rhvthm. In the popular, 
tough-love advice of the Christian 

i tarmlv counselors Ann Marie and 
Gary Ezzo. for instance, you will 
find new arguments for keeping ba­
bies on rigid feeding schedules, let­
ting them cry it out so that they 
don't develop a “predisposition for 
immediate gratification" and train­
ing them to sleep through the night 
as earlv as 5 weeks so that they 
don’t disrupt their parents' sched­
ules any longer than necessary. And 
from some working parents and 
some feminists, you hear the steely 
insistence that child care is just fine 
for every child, thank you very 
much, and don't go singing the 
praises of maternal love like some 
besotted Irish tenor.

Mavbe there is no way to ac­
knowledge publicly what an ordi­
nary devoted mother — or father 
or baby sitter — does every day 
without sounding hopelessly sop­
py. Maybe it will always hover be­
low the radar of any policy debate, 
in the dailiness where most of us 
do for our children what goes 
without saying. Then again, if you
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

• Approximately 20 respondents per group

• Two PulseLine Groups
- Parents of 'at risk' children
- Social Workers / Health Care Professionals that deal 

with parents of 'at risk' children

• First hour of each group consisted of extensive quantitative 
evaluation of potential promotional materials

- 'Ballot Box' technology for instantaneous data display 
on multiple promotional iterations

• Second hour consisted of in-depth qualitative Focus 
Groups

\7
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

•Ten different 'story board' iterations

l

• Respondents provided preferences for and against each 
component of each story board

• Each story board included:
- Potential initiative name
- Tagline
- Toll-free phone number
- Program descriptive

• Given the instantaneous data display, the subsequent
qualitative follow-up was fluid, allowing exploration of key 
issues unearthed in the quantitative portion

\¥
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE



4Preference for Name of Initiative
(Among both groups)

Kid Care

Healthy Kids Matter

Healthy Kids Now

America Cares For Kids

HealthPromise for Kids

Insure Our Future

Insure America’s Children Now

1-877-US4KIDS

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

First Preference GfflSecond Preference
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Get All Kids Insured

1-877-KIDCARE
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Sign up so your kids are covered.

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

First Preference □Second Preference

Because health insurance is waiting for 
millions of kids who need it.

New health coverage for our kids. A better 
future for our families.

Because every child deserves to have health 
insurance.

At last, health coverage for America's kids 

Because every child deserves the promise of a 
healthy future

Free or low-cost health insurance is now 
available for millions of kids who need it.

Health insurance for children is now available 
for millions who need it. 

Because all kids deserve to have health 
insurance.

If your child doesn’t have health insurance, you 
need to call.

Preference for Tagline
(Among both groups)

' I .26%. 

iwil ’ i

iii» ;

5%
■

□

i%

5%

.8/0

2«.

w
WIRTH LIN WORLDWIDE



6

1-877-KIDCARE

1-877-KIDSNOW

1-877-US4KIDS

1-877-456-CARE

1-877-ALLKIDS

1-877-USCHILD

1-877-234-KIDS

0% 20% 40% 80%60% 100%
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Preference for Toll Free Number
(Among both groups)
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7Preferences for Initiative Spokesperson

Oprah Winfrey

Bill Cosby

Hillary Clinton

Rosie O'Donnell

Colin Powell

Janet Jackson

Jimmy Smits

Medical Professional

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%
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I 

I

I

I 

I
I 

I 

I

I 

I

I

I

I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I
I
I

I

I

I

I
I

I

I
I

I

I

I

I
I
I
I

I

I

I
I

I
I
I
I

I

I

I
I

I
I
I

I

I
I

-I
I.

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

BH

■■

>% I



8

I

Parents / Caregivers Social Workers / HCP's

r
No

53%

Yes
90%

Do you (your clients/patients) feel that it is valuable to take 
children in for check-ups if they are not sick?

Yes
47%

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

i< ■ mW

No
10%



Parents / Caregivers Social Workers / HCP's

J

9
Would you (your clients/patients) rather the government provide 

access to free health insurance for your (their) kids, or would you 
(they) prefer to pay a small portion, say $10 per month?

Free
22% Free

73%

1ya

Pay Portion
78%

Pay Portion 
27%

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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COMMUNICATIONS IMPERATIVES

w
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

• Acknowledge the efforts of these people despite their 
difficult situation

• Provide assurance that our target audience is eligible for 
this program

• Emphasize that this initiative is something that is available 
NOW or available TODAY

• Cost will be the number one concern among this audience. 
We absolutely must mention that this initiative is 'free' or 
'low-cost'
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COMMUNICATIONS IMPERATIVES

I

• Somewhat less important, but still on the mental radar 
screen of these respondents, was the quality of this health 
care. We should emphasize that this is not a
watered-down version of the insurance that middle-class 
America receives

• Our target audience lives from day to day - any references 
to the future make them distrustful (again, confirming the 
need to include the term 'today' or 'now' in our messages)

W
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE

• Emphasize that this program is ‘new’. The fact that this is
not something that they’ve seen or heard about before is

>

appealing
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COMMUNICATIONS IMPERATIVES

• Avoid any terminology that connotes a ‘Federal Program’. 
Pride will influence many of the individuals we are targeting 
into non-action. The term ‘National Initiative’ is a good 
alternative.

• Avoid limits such as millions and ten million. These people 
are eternal pessimists. The majority of the group voiced the 
opinion that ‘if there are ten million slots, my child would be 
number ten million and one.’

• Avoid tone that ‘we know what’s best you.’ Pride is very
important and they prefer to make up their own mind about 
issues concerning their child. Phrases such as "you need to 
call" or "don’t risk your child’s health" can be a turn-off. They 
are, however, open to good advice.

W
WIRTHLIN WORLDWIDE
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By Brian Bremner
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f only Japan would listen. That sentiment, in one I 
form or another, has been a favorite among foreign I 
governments, executives, and commentators for H 
years. In the 1970s, as the Japanese created the E 

world’s most dynamic automobile industry, Americans | 
urged them to curb their exports. When Japan rode a I 
wave of prosperity in the 1980s, Western governments I 
demanded that the country open up its restricted mar- p 
kets. And today, as Japan staggers into recession, fi- L 
nance ministries around the world are begging the gov- I 
ernment of Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto to spend, I 
spend, spend. Cut taxes, Mr. Hashimoto. Prime the B 
pump by tapping Japan’s $10 trillion in savings. Just act, 3 
and you can kick off a recovery in Asia that will prevent 
a global slowdown and end the region’s crisis.

In recent weeks, the chorus from the world’s mon- I 
eymen and heads of state has grown louder. Michel I 
Camdessus of the International Monetary Fund, Trea- I 
sury Secretary Robert Rubin, and Prime Minister Ma- I 
hathir Mohamad of Malaysia, among others, have called I 
on Japan to act. President Clinton plans to have a | 
stem talk with Hashimoto 1
at the. upcoming G-7 confer- PRAYING AT A SHRINE = 
ence in Britain. Japan has ~ Tresponded in its grudging Ordinary Japanese 
fashion, offering tax cuts of are anxious about |
$34 billion over two years their job security, i

living standards, and I 

gram that already dwarfs retirement savings “ 
the U.S. defense budget. ;
The market, which had wanted $120 billion in tax cuts I 
over three years, drove the Nikkei down. The gloom I 
deepened. If Japan would only listen.

Yet the world’s leaders may want to consider that I 
their calls for a tax cut represent dangerous wishful I 
thinking. A tax cut to put some life into the economy I 
would certainly give a temporary lift to Japan. Yet fis- I 
cal stimulus, however deep, may not do much to resolve I 
the Japanese crisis at this point. The challenges facing I 
Tbkyo are far more multifaceted than simply putting I 
more money in the pockets of Japanese consumers. I 
Japan faces a debt trap of its own making that in- I 
volves the banks, households, and corporations of the I 
whole nation. Japan must dismantle this trap. Otherwise, I 
its struggles could weaken the yen further and desta- I 
bilize the world economy, forcing other Asian nations to I 
devalue and eventually hurting U. S. exports. A dys- I 
functional Japan could slow global growth for years. J 
NEW MGHT. The problem is not just the reported $600 I 
billion in bad loans that plague the nation’s banks. It in- I 
volves hundreds of billions of dollars of debt that lurk I 
off the balance sheets of government bodies and corpo- B 
rations. It includes millions of families struggling to I 
pay off mortgages on houses that have lost 70% of B
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More like $770 billion, according ■ ■ ■

$200 billion.
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PROPERTY
PRICES

CORPORATE
LIABILITIES

Japan knows the full extent of the problem, no one can pre­
dict where the bottom is, no one knows which bank will fold 
next, and no one can guess whether the market will ever 
clear. France and Germany have high debt levels and pension 
crises, too. But no Western nation needs to grapple with 
the problem of hidden, unmeasured debt in the way Japan 
does. “The debt is a time bomb,” says Clyde Prestowitz, a 
veteran Japan watcher and president of the Economic Strat­
egy Institute. “The crazy thing is that the Japanese could 
take care of it, but they aren’t doing anything.”

Now, analysts and executives are openly talking about what 
could go wrong. According to Kunji Okue, an analyst at Dresd- 
ner Kleinwort Benson, the government is earmarking 46% of 
its effective tax revenue for servicing the debt. If interest 
rates rise again, the government’s borrowing costs will jump, 
and its ability to cover expenses would deteriorate. Okue fig­
ures that if long-term rates were at 1990 levels Of 7% or so, the 
cost of debt servicing would make it impossible for the gov­
ernment to cover its payroll The government may also have to 
handle more debt than it bargains on, since it has made implicit 
guarantees to cover much of the bad debt in the bank system. 
“demoralizing." This scenario has compelled Moody’s In­
vestors Service to put Japan’s sovereign debt on Credit Watch. 
“Japan could become like the Latin American governments of 
the 1980s, when debt service ate up expenditures,” says 
Moody’s senior analyst Thomas Byrne. Although Japan is far

SAFES FOR SALE 
Many Japanese may 
be stashing yen at 
home. Banks pay 
only 1% interest, so 
why risk a collapse?

Debt exceeds equity 
by an average of 4 
to 1 in the corporate 
sector. That level is 
forcing companies into 
bankruptcy at a record 
rate.

PUBLIC
®DEBT

Official Level. Japan’s
commercial and household
real estate is still valued at i d_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . „
$17.5 trillion. \ ting on $250 billion in paper losses.';

THE BOTTOM LINE ACTUAL PUBLIC DEBT: j

o

their value. It encompasses billions 
of dollars in pension liabilities that 
no one wishes to acknowledge and 
$700 billion in offshore liabilities of 
Japan’s banks and corporations. The 
opacity of Japan’s accounting com­
pounds the problem, since not even 
the most skilled financiers can mea­
sure the depth of Japan’s obliga­

tions. And a steady flow of capital to the equity and bond 
markets of America and Europe could aggravate the crisis.

Taken together, the liabilities cast a new light on the 
Japanese problem. Despite the country’s $800 billion in over­
seas assets and $200 billion in foreign exchange reserves, 
Japan’s troubles may run a lot deeper than even the pes­

simists may realize. 
Perhaps the size of 
the debt would not 
matter if the country 

were growing briskly. Canada, for example, has sizable pub­
lic debt, but its economy is sound, so concern about these li­
abilities is minimal. In the U. S., once regulators resolved the 
savings and Ioan crisis, the economy rebounded, and many of 
the problem debts were eventually paid off.

Yet Japan is not growing. Instead, a crisis of confidence has 
gripped the nation. In the midst of the financial fog, no one in

The situation is likely to be worse,
Ainnzs r-» a > > r»4-i r» n A •'XirAAl t’ I
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.. . . . . . . .
pension plans totaling
Ilion are underfunded by as}- ‘

I
tinor nn hillinn in nahpr Incspc / : I

corporate borrowers.

- i in the debt of Za/7o, an off-bal-;

THE BOTTOM LINE actual public debl
$11 trillion -
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Japan’s Debt Trap ;
; OFFICIAL LEVEL: PROBABLE LEVEL

i About 100% of GDP,
: or $4.5 trillion. .
i That’s on a level with _r. .. . . _ _ _
i such highly leveraged i in the industrialized world. To'
i Western countries as --ees
i Belgium, Canada, and
i Italy._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

NONPERFORMING i About $600 billion. The
BANK IOANS IfflSSftXg*

; after claiming for years
i that it was only about

: PROBABLE LEVEL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
i Actual public debt could be’as' 

much as 250% of GDP, making ■•. 1 i Japan the most indebted nation^
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ment corporations end up on the central government’s books. 
One big hit will come in October, when the government as­
sumes $213 billion in loans from the now-defunct Japan Na­
tional Railways Settlement Corp. That was a special outfit set 
up to manage assets and debts left over from the privatization 
of Japan Rail in 1987. The plan was to pay off the debts by 
selling off some of Japan Rail’s real estate. Yet when the 
bubble burst, there weren’t many takers, and the debt has lin­
gered. “We already have a debt crisis in the private sector,” 
says Schroders Securities Japan economist Andrew Shipley. 
“The next bomb that will hit will be a debt crisis in the pub­
lic sector.” Eventually, the central government will have to 
write this debt off, at a huge cost to taxpayers.

li

with 1.5 times in the U.S. Mit­
subishi Motors has $15 billion in

i- ■

sty

If outstanding loans 
to government-funded entities, 
such as airports and railroads, 
are included, Japan’s public debt 
maybe $11 trillion, or 250% of GDP

\

____ \

I richer than the Latins, it h;L< little room left 
I for further tax hikes, which would lead to 

_ a slower growth and even more deflationary
I pressure on assets. And to keep capital at 
I home, Japan may have to raise rates, since 

;4yss'';xM deregulation makes it easier for Japanese 
. d■■ T ‘ ' I to put their money in investments overseas. 

The situation is unstable. Ranks dare not 
I an.v ntore, and corporation are des-

1 r I perate for credit. Yes, Japan is immensely
I rich, and it can still resolve its crisis, given 

, I its deep pool of talented workers, its tradi- 
t I tion of sacrifice, and a history of remaking it-

I self. But at this point, its liabilities would 
I strain a country far better governed than it 
I is. “When the economic history of this cen- 

' I Ulr.v is written, one of the great stories will
J I’l' Japan's mishandling of its own economy." 
I says Jay W. Chai, chief of Itochu Intema- 

7 I tional Inc., a subsidiary of the big Japanese
I trading house. "It's a sad, demoralizing tale." 
I A MONSTER. To get a sense of how bad 

ifg’LfsJtLr"■■wl things are, look at institutions that get little

I mention in the papers. In Japan, there’s a 
t cSSwM'V/a'-l sprawling shadow budget that few outside 
If zT , | tll(' country ever hear about. It’s called the 

I Fiscal Investment & Loan Program, or 
I Zuito. But it's a monster, with sending that

• W’. ’'•’■/I approaches two thirds of government out- 
| lays. Over the years, it litis been a stealthy 

,’»1 source of financing for favored enterprises of 
bureaucrats and the Liberal Democratic Bar 

I ty. Funding for the projects htis come from 
Jtiptmese savers, through public potisioii

' 1"' .y I sets and the \a t state owned postal Sax ingc
' 'I system. All told, Zmto’s loans come to some

J I friUi'1"- :l11 backed by the government.
/ -'f4\ ' I The suspicion is that perhaps 9',; of these

I loss projects that aren’t generating enough 
,1 return to pay back the debt.

t?'’- 'U'C shadow Zuitn budget, controlled by 
the Ministry of Finance, steers lending into 

neariy 50 government-linked entities. These include the National 
Forest Service, the Japan Development Bank, public companies 
such as Japan Highway Development Corp, and Japan National 
Railways, and local governments and special firms such as 
Kansai International Airport Co., which is underwriting the Os­
aka airport. Environmental Hygiene Financial Corp, has ex­
tended $7.6 billion in loans, mostly to restau-

The math gets scary pretty fast. Official statistics already 
place the gross debt of Japan’s central and local govern­
ments at about 100% of gross domestic product, or $4.5 tril­
lion. That’s one of the highest in the industrialized world. Yet 
the real debt may equal 250% of Japan’s output, or $11 tril­
lion, figures Oxford University’s David L. Asher, who co­
wrote a study on Japan’s debt mess. Asher reaches that 
number by figuring in liabilities buried in Zaito and other 
government-controlled corporations, and adding unfunded 
public-pension obligations, which come to 100% of GDP.

Clearly, the Japanese are masters at running up deficits, 
and Asher takes a dim view of foreign poficymakers who prod 
Japan to keep spending. “That’s like telling a heroin addict to 
take another fix,” he says. Ordinary Japanese and the corpo­
rate sector love their debt, too. Corporate balance sheets 
are burdened with debt levels that
run at four times equity, compared TOKYO'S BAY BRIDGE

The LDP has spent
debt, four times its equity. It can billions OB public 
service that debt only because it works projects, 
has forgiving banks that are tight Vfanv doubt thev 
with the Mitsubishi keiretsu. y *

Meanwhile, Daiwa Research Insti-
111 IVrtll.'*, UllA'ILIJ 1V-OIX4.VI

rants and bars, for cockroach control and '
-“'j.........mm > XI.-----....................... ........ r.c-

11 w

other public-health matters. At least 5% of ,g .■ ■ 77. 
these loans are in trouble, since many restau-
rants have folded during the stagnant 1990s. xB'.vk 7-. Wrvz’i 

Zaito also supplies low-interest loans to
the Housing Loan Corp, (hlc), which holds
40% of all mortgages. The HLC claims to
have only $1.4 billion in questionable loans.
Yet that may be understated, given the

« blowout in the property market and the fate < uwwuui 111 uie piupeiiy iiuunev aiiu uie inic 

? of the jusen, the seven private housing-loan 
| corporations that needed a $6 billion bailout
I three years ago. Zaito loans are also indi- J®® 
§ rectly propping up many local governments. 
► Kleinwort Benson’s Okue thinks a dozen mu-
x nicipalities are effectively bankrupt and rely 
| on Zaito funds to cover debts and payroll, 
g It’s only a matter of time before the prob- 
£ lem loans of the localities and the govern-
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COMMENTARY
By Michael J. Mandel

WHY AMERICA WON’T BE NEXT
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ONE BUBBLE OR TWO? end of 1989, but policy-
■ ••"•;• -------- makers kept a tight

DOW JONES

for that matter the U. S., in the 1980s. 
V. But there’s a more fundamental

KIKKEI ■

I

in U. S. stock prices. But in recent 
VP?Jr« TT R nnli/nrmnVnrc ''ciink nc dive—that’s a normal part.of any capi-

1
of a financial crisis. By contrast,

economic lessons of the past 70 Mandel is economics editor.
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The same cannot be said of the
Japanese. The Tokyo stock market 

started slumping at the

uj
' 5

<
I

J s
I£

i

;’606 -

400-

That’s what happened in the Great talist economy. Banks can make loans 
and lose money. But the key is

■ /whether policymakers can address the 
: problems—and that’s where the U. S. 
has Japan beat, hands down. .
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years—learned at great cost by the
U. S. and Western Europe—don’t ap­
ply to them. That’s an important rea­
son why the long decline of the
Nikkei sent the Japanese economy
into a tailspin.

By itself, a crash is not a disaster.
Certainly, financial firms suffer, and
consumers cut back. But after a crash, system for the boom of the 1990s. 
the productive muscle of the econo­
my—^factories, human capital—are
still there. j ■

l20^

1000 —

X
o
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jH . umc niciue 111 uie u.o. f 

d in 1929. Subsequent in- §

First, flood the economy with 
money, because in a crisis liquid­
ity dries up and sound institu­
tions go under when everybody 
gets scared. Most economists 
now believe the Federal Re­
serve’s reluctance to open the 
monetary spigots turned the 
crash of 1929 into the Great De­
pression. Second, get the finan­
cial system functioning again by 
closing insolvent institutions and 
taking bad debt off the books of 
the private sector.

U.S. policymakers have shown 
they understand these lessons. After 
the 1987 crash, the Fed pumped large 
amounts of money into the economy, 
guaranteeing that large brokerages 
and banks would not go under. And 
the savings-and-loan bailout of the 
1980s effectively freed up the banking

t could happen in America,
too. That’s what some
observers are saying about

the U. S. economy, which has
some disturbing resemblances
to Japan’s in the late 1980s. In
both cases, a substantial boom
was propelled by a single lead­
ing sector—manufacturing in
Japan, high tech in the U. S.
Both countries evinced an over­
flowing confidence. And not
least, the stock market in both
countries soared to astounding
heights. At its 1989 peak, the Nikkei
Index was five times its level in the
first quarter of 1982. The U. S. mar­
ket is even hotter—it’s up tenfold
from the same point (chart). To pes­
simists, the message is clear: Since
Japan saw its bubble burst, the U. S.
could easily suffer the same fate.

Pessimists overlook some crucial
/^differences, though. U. S. companies

and individuals are less dependent on
leverage and debt than the Japanese
were. U. S. execs are still downsizing, The long-term dan- 
restructuring, and investing to boost „ o
productivity. And there is scant evi­
dence in the U. S. of the excesses and
overbuilding that plagued Japan, and

i

(

r

tute has scanned the data of 24 big companies that list their 
unfunded pension liabilities. Extrapolating from the data, 
Daiwa figures 40% of pension plans are underfunded.

Among ordinary consumers, thanks to a 70% meltdown in 
property prices since 
1992, households are 
probably sitting on 
$250 billion in paper

losses. And amazing as it seems, land prices and the already 
depressed Nikkei index may have to fall much further before 
they accurately reflect the true value of property and corpo­
rate assets. Such drops could wipe out an additional $3 trillion 
in wealth, on top of the $10 trillion that already has been va-

iiniiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimniKiiuiiiniiii'w • age uie real economy >-

Stock markets can

and 70 years of subsequent experi­
ence, there’s a clear'rule book for a 

... central banker faced with a stock
and bureaucrats still pretend that the market crash or other financial crisis 

in an otherwise healthy economy.

ger arises when a fi­
nancial crisis feeds 
on itself A damaged. 
financial system may 
not be able to pro­
vide the lending and 
investment needed
for growth. In the 
most extreme case, . 
people stop trusting
financial institutions, 

land financial institu- _..... .........
\tions stop trusting borrowers.

porized in the past decade. No wonder consumers refuse to 
spend. “These days, if you have 100,000 yen [$760], you con­
template carefully what to spend the money on,” says Yoko 
Ishikawa, a homemaker and mother of three in the Tokyo 
suburb of Chiba. “In the past, we would jump on things 
without giving a careful thought.”
PIGGY BANKS. These hidden liabilities help explain why 
Hashimoto and his ldp are wary of tax cuts. Cuts are a sop to 
the foreign crowd, because few in Japan think tax breaks will 
boost consumer spending. “Tax breaks aren’t as effective as 
most people think,” says LDP Secretary General Koichi Kato. 
Ordinary Japanese are so anxious about job security, living 
standards, and retirement that they probably would just save

i
i
i

!

reason that the U. S. is less vulnera­
ble than Japan was: the quality of its
economic policy. With valuations at
sky-high levels, it’s impossible to rule .
out the possibility of a sharp decline*^
in U. S. stock prices. But in recent '•I
years, U. S.; policymakers such as '
Federal Reserve Board Chairman i ;
Alan Greenspan have shown that they Depression. Based on that disaster, 
understand how to limit the damage ' " ’ ' ; ‘
of a financial crisis. By contrast,
Japan’s central bankers,1 politicians,.

j i: rein on money growth 
L: until well into the
1. ' 1990s --the same mis- 

take made in the U. S.

-ft: action allowed this fi- 
jj : nancial crisis to dam- 

•' age the real economy
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when a crunch comes, the near-total absence of profits turns 
these companies into debt disasters.

Meanwhile, staggering amounts continue to flow into pub­
lic works of questionable value. How else to describe a state- 
funded German-theme park in tropical Okinawa? Or the spe­
cial roads and airstrips built just for farmers to transport 
vegetables around Japan? In Fukui Prefecture, the govern­
ment has spent $346 million to build a harbor to accommodate 
5.9 million tons of cargo a year. Today, it’s largely empty, and 
wags call it “the 10 billion-yen fishing pond.”
A WAY our? In the months to come, Japan’s recession will 
show how much damage the dysfunctional economy can inflict 
on the world. A recent Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co. 
report figures that a recession in Japan will clip 2.5% off 
the region’s gdp. It’s time, then, for foreign businesses and 
policymakers to imagine a global economy in which Japan— 
the world’s biggest creditor and Asia’s most important play­
er—spends perhaps a further five years in the wilderness 
searching for a solution to its problems. That means living 

with a much weaker yen and 
securing the global banking 
system against the shocks of 
Japanese financial failures.

The Japanese can still work 
their way out of this trap. But 
it will take a sustained effort 
at overhauling the banking 
sector, letting equity and land 
markets finally hit bottom, and 
shaking out a largely unpro- 
ductive domestic economy that 

< will cause plenty of short-term

sell insolvent banks. A trust fund r 
at a discount and auction off distressec

the money from a tax cut. Consumers are already shifting their 
savings out of banks and into the Postal Savings system, ag­
gravating the problems of private institutions. Judging from the 
brisk sales of home safes, they also may be lugging suitcases of 
yen back home. With bank deposits yielding less than 1% in in­
terest, why park your savings in a bank that could go under?

Cash is also disappearing into foreign bonds and equities. 
Last year, Japanese purchases of overseas equities surged by 
77%, to $13 billion, and, save for a collapse of the bull market 
overseas, the Japanese should keep up that pace in 1998. 
But if the outflows grow large enough, the yen could weaken 

to 150 to the dollar, 
from 130 now.

The impulse to 
hoard or invest abroad

could slowly bring the consumer economy to a stop. Retail 
sales at department stores are falling by 15% or so a month. 
“Japanese citizens have the money, but they don’t use it be­
cause they can’t see a future,” says outgoing Honda President 
Nobuhiko Kawamoto. Like
other auto makers, Honda is
coping with double-digit de­
clines in domestic sales. Mean­
while, personal bankruptcies
shot up 21% in 1997, to about
71^99 households. Because of
the social stigma of filing, one
bankruptcy lawyer, Kenji Ut-
sunomiya, thinks the figure is
closer to 500,000.

While consumers stay
scared, the banks are unwill-

/(

I
Sock

I

small and midsize companies 
are just not servicing their 
loans. Companies sometimes 
cannot collect debts, either. 
After Shimizu Corp., a big 
construction outfit, announced 
a write-off of $360 million in 
doubtful debt, analysts con- |:!
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.............................. to supply a graying popula- 
ient;Wpsyaisc]ose;theAj tion with income and security 
itained intthe sb-; r 1 St by investing Japan’s savings 
het^^nce^im’Sry;?S^ in dynamic economies such as

isclosed quickly arid dealt with. tl“' and Asia, to make
-------- - up for slower growth at home. 

;overnment’must stop • j q^lat strategy is now in tat­
ters with Asia’s slump and the 
domestic debt debacle. Indeed,

i

i

/ill prices '.accurately
one big reason policymakers 

7' are afraid to write down
Japanese assets and debt is 

that it would wipe away a big chunk of the principal on 
Japan’s retirement savings. Paralysis results.

As Japan seeks a way out, a current tv hit offers in­
sight on the public mood. Every week, millions tune in to 
watch a historical drama on the downfall of the Tokugawa 
shogunate in the 19th centuyy. It’s the saga of a military dic­
tatorship done in by indecision, rebellious barons, and the 
threat of U. S. warships off the coast. The costumed actors 
act out the unraveling of the old feudal order and the rise of 
modem Japan.

Some commentators suggest the show’s popularity is a 
clue to a public yearning for some sort of event that will do 
away with the old ways. A few politicians even talk of the 
need for a great upheaval on the order of the Meiji Restora­
tion of the 1860s, or the arrival of U. S. occupation troops in 
1945. Japan certainly has been able to reinvent itself through 
crisis. But no one seems ready to inflict the kind of shock the 
country needs now. O

TOP THE MAI’.KET RIGGING
___ ________ ......

eluded that other construe-
tion companies faced a similar
crisis.
hard slog. The destructive
cycle is reinforcing itself. Many banks are cutting off credit to 
companies they were once willing to keep afloat. The aggre­
gate debt of bankrupt companies, at 3% of GDP, is higher than 
the U. S. had during the Great Depression. “This is the worst 
credit crunch Japan has ever experienced,” says Richard 
Koo, an economist at Nomura Research Institute Ltd. It 
will get worse. According to some estimates, about $250 bil­
lion in loans is technically sound—but only because banks 
have lowered interest rates to practically zero to keep cus­
tomers paying. A chunk of these loans could slip into default 
at any moment, boosting nonperforming loans to an estimat­
ed $770 billion.

The tax code is contributing to the crisis. High marginal 
rates encourage companies to report as little profit as possi­
ble. Companies borrow heavily to invest more than they 
should, so they can get rapid depreciation on the equipment 
they buy and earn big interest deductions on the loans they 
take out. This system works fine in a rising economy. But

What Needs To Be Done

larkets. Only t

--777---



irom the ashes of World War II,■■rom the ashes of World War II, 
■■ Japan built the world’s second- 
I largest and arguably most com-

government lacks any center

- ;reason is that parliamehtari

from the bureaucracy.

' turning into a dangerous liability.  often during the last fiscal year with 
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the finance vice-minister than with ' 
anyone else. The implication: j.
Hashimoto is getting most of his in-

Swgwi belonging to. the k'eiretsu 
keep lending to weak members. Let-
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 ^.v^jess politicians and vote in a govem- 
fectrfrom a vested interest. Since the . ment that stands up to the bureau-

n

.. —__  * .8 ’ Co?itributi^ Editor Neff covers
Surely, voters could throw out gut- Japanese politics and finance.

COMMENTARY
By Robert Neff

ww-*' ■- ’V

Wolferen. In his seminal The 
Enigma of Japanese Power, 
published in 1989, van 
Wolferen says that Japan’s

of accountability.-Conflicting H 
bureaucracies contend for ., i 
power. Meanwhile, politi- 
cians remain toothless. One HI

WHY JAPAN WON’T ACT TO SAVE ITSELF
' ■ ■ - 

telligence on economic affairs, in ef-

largesfand arguably most com- Ministry of Finance (mof) is devoted crats. But Japan’s uniqueness gets in

This means that in a Confucian tra- 
dition where bureaucrats co'urit the 
_ £

tax hikes stopped Japan’s growth in
its tracks last year.

The mof’s devotion to fiscal rigor is a shock that the mof is terrified of

release funds to solve it. So the debt 
«; . crunch just gets worse.» f ' .8 oH

Cover Story

Japan’s Diet members are second-, 
■nn| third-, or fourth-generation 
jHagW holders of the same seats.

They get votes because of 
who their ancestors were,

1 not their positions on issues.
I poor VISION. What’s more, 

' the Japanese are pretematu- 
rally conservative. Even 
while the signs of financial 
distress mount, they lack the 
sense of crisis that might 

‘ | provoke some action. Since
I hey sit on top of the world’s 

NB9 largest household-savings 
mH trove of $10 trillion, that 

may not be surprising—even 
though the debt crisis wors-

BgraRI ens every day. Besides, oppo-
I sitior' parties haven’t offered
I a much better vision than 
.1 that of the long-ruling Liber- 

al Democratic Party, so an 
WiyiH increasingly apathetic and
3 ■risk-averse electorate contin- 

ues to vote for it.
The web of personal con- 

■MEa. nections in politics is repro- 
i11 corporate practices.

In the notorious keiretsu sys- 
|||||||| tem of cross-shareholdings, 

related companies hold 
shares in each other, prop-1

bank balance sheets is almost impossi- one of the leaders of the revisionist 
ble. And the MOF has hesitated to dis- .school. Japan’s uniqueness is now 
close the size of the bank problem or

ans can afford only about || 
three staffers each, vs. dozens for a 
U.-S. congressman. Even the Prime 
Ministers staff is on loan, mainly

nancial mdustry’Ftls meant toregu-~' ' Votere who do not care. Corporations 
late. So the banks’ disclosure;i¥quire£>nithat'ao>ot change J It,looks pretty j 
ments remain minimal. And, in return dismal'for Japan. “There are differ-! 

ences among capitalist, systems that 
are not trivial and that under the

L —  for,being wined and dined, MOF bu-
mostTixjliHSans suffer"~an"niformation reaucrats forewarn the institutions
deficit. Asahi Shimbun, Japan’s most under their care of impending audits. right circumstances can blow the sys-
infiuential daily newspaper, recently The result: Learning the true state of tem apart,” saysJDhalmers Johnson,
did a study showing that Prime Min­
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto met more

in generalaAne guiding :principle.;,r r,Jetting jihat happen
The troublelsll-he^MOF’has another, ‘ PdHticiahsSvho cannot kief 
unofficial .pridrity:.protecting-^gn£  ̂BureaucratsJwhp cannotjregulate.. |

that Japan Inc. would conquer all.
Now, students of Japan mm

are busy figuring out the ^H
puzzle of how it has stum- H 
bled into crisis and why it H 
seems unable to dig itself
out. Some of the best expla- HB 
nations come from the ■‘revi- BE 
sionists.” These theorists
first explained how the
Japanese political economy, 
operating by different rules 
from orthodox free-market 
economies, is incompatible Mrai 
with global free trade. Their 
ideas explained why Japan 
would resist all moves to 
open its markets. Today, re­
visionists point to how
Japan’s uniqueness has got­
ten the country into trouble.

Probably most telling is 
the argument put forth by
Dutchman Karel Van

petitive economy. It seemed unstop- to fiscal discipline, its bureaucrats
pable, and books such as Ezra F. L..
Vogel’s Japan as Number One: raise taxes. Lacking staff advisers to stead, they vote according to longtime
Lessons For America fueled the fear hammer out an alternate policy, he personal_contacts. At least 25% of

took the' mof’s advice. The resulting

' ' te J

‘ JU* JIS.

I ping up stock values. Banks
EmMbI belonging to . the keiretsu j

SFXfcV’ _ __________________ ‘

ting these-banks fail would cause such

 a , i ; . -the way here as well. Voters don’t
have repeatedly advised Hashimoto to cast ballots according to issues. In­
raise taxes. Lacking staff advisers to i
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and watered-down Thatcherism are far more of style than of are happy, leading thinkers are happy, everyone c 
substance. But to say this is not to criticise the government bewildered souls who believed in Old Labour is ha 
Look, in politics, presentation really matters. Tiresome as the Thatcherism's main defect was that it was badly 

Copi ec 
$�Y \\, 

third-way nonsense is to curmudgeons such as The Econo- ain needed it, and knew it needed it, but never mu< 0>5
� mist, its success as a marketing device is not in doubt. Voters Britain likes New Labour, and so far there is little n, 

China's coming recessionGu.u..s[� 
Fa, from thriWng am;d the turmoH, Ch;na has already <aught ;11 � &, 
dose of Asian flu 

I
T IS surreal, but a winner is deemed to have emerged from
Asia's financial chaos. Three cheers for China! While beg­

gar-thy-neighbour devaluations tore through the region late 
last year, China's communist leaders stoutly ensured that 
their currency, the yuan, remained rock-solid. Since then, 
though other Asian leaders seemed to lose their heads and 
blame it on each other or else outsiders, China's statesmen 

.• ·. have unveiled a seemingly breathtaking array of reforms to 
the country's socialist banks and enterprises, which have 

· been given three years to shape up. An axe is to be taken to the
unwieldy, but hitherto untrimmable, government bureau­
cracy. Government and business are to be separated, and 4m
civi I-service jobs lost. All th is, and China's leaders have tossed
out a further promise: growth of 8% this year. "China", one
evangelist lauds, "pulls away from the pack."

The euphoria is dangerously misplaced. Far from having
escaped the Asian Au, China has already been smitten by a
virulent strain. In ordeno counter looming deflation, Chi­
na's political leaders are now planning to stimulate demand

�n a massive scale. It is far from obvious that such a stimulus 
can successfully stave off a short-term slump. Even if it does, it 
poses a threat to the new commitment to reform. 

Before the Asian crisis had a chance to infect the country, 
deflationary forces in China's own economy were already ap­
parent. These stemmed partly from four years of austerity im­
posed after the boom of the early 1990s. Annual economic 
growth fell from a peak of 14% in 1992 to 8% (by official, op­
timistic reckoning) last year. By the end of 1997 prices in Chi-

a's cities were falling. 
The Asian shock has added to these deflationary pressures 

at home. True, exports are still increasing, at over 12% in the 
first quarter of this year. But such year-on-year growth has 
fallen by half since last June. Two-fifths of China's exports are 
to other parts of Asia, so the export figure might soon actually 
begin to shrink. Moreover, the growth in foreign investment 
in China-well over three-fifths of which comes from within 
the region-looks certain to stall this year. 

Stagnant domestic demand and a grim situation abroad 
are beginnning to take their toll. Last week it was announced 
that year-on-year profits at state companies fell by over 80% in 
January and February. First-quarter GOP growth slumped to 
7.2%, the lowest quarterly figure in at least six years. At a time 
when state enterprises are furiously sacking workers in an at­
tempt to reform, every percentage-point fall in growth creates 
2m-4m more unemployed. Last week the head of the World 

nk in China gave warning that growth below S% would 
e serious consequences for social stability. 
Any normal country would deal with falling demand by 

TIU lCOHOMIIT MAY lNO 1998 

loosening monetary policy. China is denied that option, be­
cause its quasi-socialist central bank still lacks the monetary 
levers that western central banks use to influence short-term 
interest rates. The government's only choice, then, is to i

j)crease spending. Li Lanqing, a deputy prime miniSter for th 
economy, talks of a $750 billion infrastructure programm 
In all likelihood, that figure is meaningless. But the govern 
ment is probably looking for $60 billion-70 billion of extra 
public-works spending, equivalent to over 6% of GOP. The 
budget deficit this year, however, is due to shrink by nearly a 
fifth, to roughly $6 billion. Unless this is breached, fresh 
money for spending must therefore come from one of cwo 
sources: raising the arbitrary taxes and fees that fall under the 
banner of "extra-budgetary" revenues; or, alternatively, fur­
ther directing the lending of state banks. 

With ordinary Chinese fearing for their jobs.such a stimu­
lus could well fail. Meanwhile, the recent promise to let the 
market allocate capital looks in danger of being compro­
mised. And not just temporarily. The prime minister, Zhu 
Rongji, who is disliked in China's provinces for his bluntness, 
relies upon sheer momentum to push his reforms forward. 
Recommitting the state to capital-allocation now will make it 
that much harder to carry through reforms later. 

Compete or crash 

A stimulus would also hide the deeper fact that China's "grad­
ualist" approach-of which the new reforms proposed under 
Mr Zhu are merely an accelerated kind-has probably run its 
course. Fully 20 years since China began to loosen central 
controls on the economy, two-thirds of the country's invest­
ment spending remains state-directed. The big four state 
banks that hog the country's savings are technically insolvent 
They are being exhorted tg .become more efficient Yet they 
face no serious competition, the most important tool for 
knocking them into shape (see page 65). There is no question 
of their being privatised. Ruled out, too, is any suggestion that 
China's soo-odd biggest companies be sold or allowed to fail. 
"Privatisation" is still a dirty word in China. 

Meanwhile, the development of capital markets is 
thwarted by the state banks' control of resources. Proper capi­
tal markets-and in particular corporate bond markets­
would allow China's most deserving companies to get their 
hands on the country's savings. Markets are essential if China 
is to solve a growing pension crisis as the population ages. 
Most of all, it is upon market-allocated capital that China's 
growth and job-creation will depend. Until China learns this 
lesson, it does not look a winner under anybody's rules. 
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BY DAVID KEMNICK

I

■that is al-

brand, but talk about Netanyahu is un­

spite his own ultra-secular habits, even 
his admission of adultery, Bar-Illan

support—his stalling tactics on the peace 
process have won him a center-right

Can Benjamin 'Netanyahu overcome the complexity of his own 

family history and make peace with the Palestinians?

would.
“Finessing his being secular was 

nothing compared to other things, like 
adultery,” Bar-Illan said. “One thing is

!

i
i

Ueraer 
COS

a very trustworthy man.” Netanyahu, in his office, he began the
There was a long pause at the other session by lighting up a big cigar, a

end of the line, as if Shamir felt he had Davidoff. You knew it was a Davidoff
Left or right, everyone refers to the said quite enough to cover the subject, because he left on the ring. Nor did he

Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, In his view, after all, Bibi concedes too offer one to his guest: Bad manners?
by his childhood nickname, though fa- much to the Arabs and has diluted the Low supplies? He then proceeded to fill
miliarity in his case has not bred affec- Likud Party. “He’s too egotistical. I per- the room with so much smoke that his
tion. The strangest thing about Netan- sonally have no contact with him,” Sha- young press aide, a friendly fellow from
yahu is that although he commands mir went on. “He’s a man who is not Dubuque named Michael Stoltz, re-

very popular. He’s a talented, successful acted as if he’d been trapped in a garage
man. He made it at a young age. He with the car running. Stoltz could have

majority—he commands little respect, had many advantages. But people don’t died a slow death, I thought, and Ne-
One afternoon, I went to see David Bar- like him. I wouldn’t say he is admired. I tanyahu would not have stopped his
Ilian, a former concert pianist, who is don’t believe he believes in anything. He pompous puffing.
among Netanyahu’s closest aides and has a huge ego. People don’t like such
very few friends. On matters of policy, people. I don’t like him.”
Bar-Illan is a spinmeister extraordinaire,

F Paris is the City of Light, Jerusa- Shamir, the previous Likud Prime Min- a result, perhaps, many Israelis sense in 
lem is the City of Opinion. Here it ister. Shamir picked up his phone on the him a distinct lack of gravitas. He often 

. rains opinions. The desert blooms first ring, as if he’d been waiting for the strikes people as a younger man trying 
on the moisture of harangue. The rarest call all week. “Bibi?" Shamir said in his to make an impression, and only suffer- 
phrase in the fifty-year-long history of exhausted Old World accent. “He is not ing for it. When I went to interview 
Israel is “No comment,” and certainly a very trustworthy man.” Netanyahu, in his office, he began the
no one has ever uttered the following
sentence: “I have no comment on Bibi.”

The riddle of Netanyahu is that so 

many Israelis find him personally insuf- 
And so on. After Shamir had unbur- ferable, and yet if there were an election

the fellow who happily goes before the dened himself, I called Shimon Peres, tomorrow he would almost certainly de­
camera crews to defend the latest action Running on a platform of moving quickly feat the Labor standard-bearer, his old
of the Prime Minister. And yet when on the Oslo peace accords with the Pal- military commander and role model,
we were talking about Bibi’s attempts estinians, Peres lost the 1996 election to Ehud Barak. The Orthodox know all
to win over the ultra-Orthodox vote de- Netanyahu, who captured the support about Bibi’s secular indiscretions—the

not merely of the hard right but also of pandering, the philandering. The far-
many Israelis who thought Yitzhak Ra- right nationalists cannot yet decide

rolled his eyes and spoke on the record bip and Peres had gone too far, too fast, whether he wants to kill the Oslo peace
in a way no Washington equivalent ever Peres also picked up on the first ring, process (as they would like) or not. Both

He was leaving for China in five min- the Russian emigres and the Sephardim
utes, he said, but he managed to take ten know that he is not one of them. Nev-
to tear a hole in his successor. “We’ve ertheless, these outsider constituencies
lost so much, and for nothing,” Peres believe that Bibi is better for their inter-

to have an affair with a shiksa—but a said wearily. “Netanyahu’s only consid- ests than the Ashkenazic efites of the
married woman! With a shiksa, even eration is his own coalition. He’s always Labor Party,
the rebbes do it. But a married woman! worried about losing power—that is al- The left, of course, cannot bear Ne-
Now Bibi’ll go to synagogue on Rosh ways his first priority. In the meantime, tanyahu. In their view, Bibi has “killed
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, maybe he’s we’ve lost the trust we built up, we’ve the peace,” eradicated the historical
gone to the Western Wall, or he’ll say lost the Arab world, we’ve lost the re- chance symbolized by the 1993 and
the phrase ‘With God’s help.’ But he’s spect we won throughout the rest of the 1995 Oslo accords with the Palestinians,
not fooling anyone.” world. All this makes it appear that we Bibi’s enemies see him as an incompe-

The rhetoric of Israeli democracy has are a bizarre nation. To achieve peace tent, unimaginative, and cynical politi- 
always been noisier than the American and not follow through is bizarre.” cian with a singular gift for staying in
brand, but talk about Netanyahu is un- Netanyahu, who is forty-eight, is the office. “Netanyahu knows very well what 
hinged. One of the first things I did on first Israeli Prime Minister to have been he wants,” Uri Savir, who had been 
arriving in Jerusalem was to call Yitzhak bom after the founding of the state. As Rabin’s chief negotiator in Oslo, told
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The Prime Minister photographed by Arnold Newman in the Knesset in April, 1998. “The real Middle East is not this lovely
i .. r i i i___ " xr^ 7 urr't.___N l -__ 1 .1’ t_i___ • a___l K___ npalette of lovely colors," Netanyahu says. “There is a battle on for the soul of this Islamic Arab civilization.
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leadership is thoroughly uninspired. Al- seau than 007) and became public, King
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right-wing constituency. To appeal to the 1996 campaign, Bibi promised the ment from Netanyah

i

to Egypt and bringing about peace

“the left-wingers.” I invited him to give <5

f'.

[

threats of the twentieth century—Fas­
cism and Communism—and yet the 
celebration is halfhearted. No small part

H.
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most universally, left and right, Ne- 
slippery pol—and
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cious about Netanyahu. When I began
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tanyahu has become known for a series long article by An Shavit published last | 
of flubs and fast ones. After winning the December in the liberal daily Haaretz^ *

ess®*. I

. I

/

city of Hebron, in the West Bank.
Netanyahus circle feels persecuted by

Bl > »

up an ;
the Rabin assassination. Nevertheless, 
Bar-Illan insists that one day soon all 
Israelis will end up marveUing at Ne­
tanyahu’s guile and ideological agil­
ity. “Bibi wants to out-Begin Begin,” 
Bar-Illan told me, meaning that he 
will do something even more shock­
ing than Menachem Begin did when 
he signed the Camp David accords, in

atmosphere of hatred that led to duri, and whispered in the rabbi’s

Jewish. They think they will put security the press. His defenders point out, for 
in the hands of the Arabs—that Arabs example, that he has not turned out to 
will look out for us.” Israeli Radio’s mi- be militarily aggressive or ideologically 

crophone picked up these remarks.
During his two years in office, Ne-

4
i

me, “and the main thing is to steer Israel
in the direction of a mutual-deterrence
policy, because he does not really believe
in real peace. He does not believe in a
new quality of relations. He also sees
everything through the eyes of a politi­
cal animal and he wants to be reelected, tanyahu is seen as a 
Everything he does is to play to his not ]

1 u
them, he uses the buzzwords that ap­
peal to their ghetto mentality.”

between Israel and its most powerful courted scandal by nominadng an attor- 

neighbor. 1
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sassination of a Hamas leader, Khaled 
Meshal, in the Jordanian capital of Am- 

___________________ r manl w^en P^ot to P°‘son Meshal
of this is the sense that the country’s failed miserably (more Inspector Clou-

' ................... .

Hussein was infuriated, and Israelis 
.....  were bewildered. As Foreign Minister,
particularly adept at that. During David Levy said that he had a commit- 

■ 2"_’ ' ’ 1 c.— kt-.----- hu on social spend-
Orthodox that he, the most secular of ing in Sephardic towns, and then re- 
— would be the avatar of the Jewish signed when Netanyahu reneged. The

1978, promising to give the Sinai back new, open electoral process, he sup- Snavuxs a g
E -6 ■ • ported the repeal of that process. He that his own circle has been unduly vi- g

~ i 1  ’ cious about Netanyahu. When I began j 
ney general who'se main qualification reporting this story, Netanyahu’s own g 

 was a tight connection to Shas, the father gruffly told me that I would in-
a sut7ft 7s\ma7ing“to realize that Sephardic party. He defied his own in- variably quote only his son’s enemies, g

Likud nomination largely through a headlined “THE YEAR OF HATING BIBI. ?
Shavit is a liberal intellectual who wrote <
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Zionism has outlasted the two great teUigence chief and ordered the as-

> ear,
“Leftists have forgotten what it is to be

in the hands of the Arabs—that Arabs example, that he has not turned out to

unbending. Again and again, they men­
tioned “one of the few exceptions”—a 
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pro-Labor, with unconcealed contempt.

'T'HE father. Everywhere I went in Je- 
I rusalem, when I asked about Ne-
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with Bibi to the Madrid peace talks in
1991. “Something about Bibi’s person-
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raeli press, which ’is almost uniformly better in recent years,” he allows. Ben- 
. . . « t Zion 1S a nnrl hlC 111 Her —

a   “Bolshevik” is the term they use. They ments of Israel and history and much

Knesset member on the right, who went are not a great deal fonder of the Amer-
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ality creates an anti-rapprochement,” me unbalanced and slanted toward me
Tsiddon-Chatto said. “I didn’t ever think leftist side of Israel’s public opinion. 1
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a cascade of extraordinary books and 
papers on the Jews of fifteenth-century 
Spain—but he studiously avoids jour­
nalists. Like Bibi, Benzion Netanyahu 
and his wife, Cela, both regard the Is-

from him scatters the sparrows from 
the trees. After his son the Prime Min­
ister makes a speech, Benzion some­
times calls to correct a grammatical 
mistake. “Bibi’s Hebrew' has gotten far

else are often so dark, so unforgiving, 
that he sometimes sounds like the 
harshest of Old Testament prophets. 

> on everything from mod- 
America to the ideological weak- 

and failings of various Israeli

wr

T 
rce

zion is a secular man, and yet his judg-

despairing.
Benzion’s range of disapproval is 

breathtaking. Fifty years ago, at the time 
of Israel’s birth, his politics were already 
on the edge, the outer feathers, of the

' ’ * j man, he was
an aide to Ze’ev Jabotinsky, the leader

he would dodge and manipulate and 
weave and dodge the way he has as
Prime Minister. I doubt if his father is a friend, 

so happy with the way his son has car­
ried out his policies.”

Spa

me a list of people I should call, and he 
did. Naturally, some on the list were ar­
dent supporters, but others, while they 
said they supported Netanyahu’s poli­
cies, admitted that they could barely 

stand the man.
One such was Yoash Tsiddon-Chatto, 

a reserve Air Force colonel and former

dttjj

,, , " O---- ’ --
o not exactly hide from the world—he is a 
S controversial scholar who has published

was able to spend time with Benzion 

mai

son,
one had to be) a radiologist.

Benzion, who is eighty-eight, is pos­
sessed of a clear mind, good health, and Benzion 
a forbidding personafity. A cross word

Netanyahu as deeply conservative in his 
9 views and harsh in character, he is nearly 
g a legend, a kind of secret. Benzion does

_ I

d
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Israeli schoolchild; the middle son, Ben- of the hard-line Revisionist movement, 
jamin, is the leader of the Likud Party Among the early Zionists, the Revision- 
and Prime Minister; and the youngest ists were the underground fighters who 

Iddo, is both a novelist and (some- argued that the Laborites, led by Ben-
Gurion, were giving up too easily on 
territory that is now well beyond Israel. 
" ' i was part of a movement that
saw Israel as laying claim to an area en-
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When the nation of Israel was
founded, Benzion Netanyahu was on
the fringe of its political life. Now he is 
its patriarch. His eldest son, Jonathan—
Yoni—is a martyr of the Israeli Defense right wing.^As a^young 

tanyahu the same answer came back: Forces, whose name is known to every t.. _  _

.be?; eerly

raeli press regularly describes Benzion

lean press. The Times’ coverage of Is­
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sand years. Why was Ben­
zion worried about losing it? 

“Because the U.S. will force 
you to,” Benzion told him.

“Of course, he was right, un­
fortunately,” Bibi said. “That was 
the first and last time an Israeli 
Prime Minister succumbed to an 
American diktat.” It is not hard

compassing much of present-day Jor­
dan. The pro-Jabotinsky hymn at the 
time went, “The Jordan has two banks: 
this one is ours, the other one, too.” His 
vision, perhaps, is an anachronism and 
yet it is the vision that the current Prime 
Minister of Israel was raised on. Ben­
zion looms above his son no less than 
Joseph Kennedy loomed above his 
clan, and his views are at the root of Bi- 

lO a considerable degree, Bibi Ne­
tanyahu’s internal struggle as Prime 

Minister is a struggle between an inher­
ited ideology and the tug of political 
contingencies. His dilemma is always to 
what degree he can, or should, remain 
true to the ideals, the stubbornness, of 

his father. He may not always act on 
his father’s imperatives, but he believes 
strongly in his father’s rightness; both

bis sense of a menacing world.
When you meet Benzion, he 

does not seem so forbidding: he 
has little white tufts of hair and 
weary, narrow eyes, the eyes of 
a Chinese scholar. On the day 
Bibi was sworn in as Prime 
Minister, at the Knesset,' in 
1996, Benzion sat in the audi­
ence. Ari Shavit, of Haaretz, remem­
bers seeing the old man and noticing 
that he betrayed no outward signs of 
pride or joy. “I was watching it on TV, 
and thought, My God, to be the son of 
this man, even if you become Prime 
Minister you can never satisfy him. This 
is really the key,” Shavit said. “There is 
this person who pushes himself to the 
end, demanding the impossible, and 
even achieving it. It’s like a constant 
internal tyranny. You can never stop. 
There is no celebration.”

To say Benzion has no faith in a 
peace accord with the Palestinians or 
with any Arab nation is to state the ob­
vious. Such treaties, to him, are the stuff 
of fools and nai'fs. “Jewish history is in 
large measure a history of holocausts,” 
Benzion told me, “carried out by anti- 
Semitic leaders and factions that man­
aged to take over whole countries or re­
gions in times of anarchy, civil war, or 
rebellion. In the areas that fell under their 
control, all Jewish communities were 
wiped out. Hitler differed from them 
primarily in having become the sole, 
undisputed ruler of his country and in 
controlling a much larger area, which al­
lowed him to murder many more Jews.”

I
■I

damentalism and dictatorial regimes. 
There is a battle on for the soul of this 
Islamic Arab civilization. I don’t write 
them off. I think we can influence it, 
but first of all not in a major way and, in 
any case, in a way different from the way 
the left thinks. They think that if we 
make more concessions we’ll defuse the 
time bomb, the mechanism that keeps 
this going. But this is much bigger than 
the battle with Zionism. It’s a battle 
with modernity.”

For the extreme right wing, however, 
Bibi has not always been firm enough 
with the Arabs. The Prime Minister's 
decision last year to cede authority over 
Hebron to the Palestinian Authority 
was, in their eyes, a betrayal of the 1996 
campaign, and of Revisionist principles. 
Bibi’s brother-in-law, a settler' named 
Chagi Ben-Artzi, told me, “Bibi grew 
up in a family in which the principle of 
keeping the land, the entire land, in Jew­
ish hands was a holy principle.... I’ve 
heard Bibi’s father be very critical about 
the Hebron agreement. He said it is ab­
solutely not justified. He didn’t see any 
good reason to give Arafat more land 
before he carried out one single com­
mitment included in the Oslo accords.” 
Benzion denied that he had argued with 
his son about Hebron or Oslo in gen­
eral; when Ben-Artzi made public his 
own opposition to his brother-in-law’s 
policy, their relations soured.

Reflecting on his son and Oslo, Ben­
zion later said, “What I can gather from 
the deeds and the statements of the 
Prime Minister is that he is struggling 
to obtain, within the limits of the Oslo 
agreement, and through the implemen­
tation of the commitments on the part 
of both sides, arrangements that are 
vital for the security of Israel and will 
minimize the outbreaks of large-scale 
terrorism and wars.”

Bibi, for his part, dismisses all talk of 
paternal influence as “psychobabble.” 
His friends and colleagues who have 
known him for decades do not. Natan 
Sharansky, one of Netanyahu’s current 
ministers and closest advisers, told me, 
“Look, there’s no doubt that the father 
is crucial to Bibi, especially historically, 
in Jewish history and world history. In 
his day-to-day activities, it helps Bibi to 
somehow stay in focus. He gets caught 
up in the daily struggles, but he always 
has this view of history in mind.”

What will Bibi do, then, in the com-

men share a keen sense of insular self­
confidence, of being right when all oth­
ers around them are innocent, bogus, 
mistaken. When I met with Bibi at his 
office, he fondly recalled to me how, in 
1956, his father went to Ben-Gurion 
and told him that the Israelis, having 
just captured the Sinai, had to devise 
a strategy to keep it. Ben-Gurion had 
said that he would keep it for a thou-

1 
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to imagine this anecdote playing in the 
Prime Minister’s head when American 
diplomats like Dennis Ross and Made­
leine Albright sit with him in negotiations.

Both the Israeli left and the White 
House would argue that Bibi has slowed 
down the peace process so much that the 
Palestinians and such Arab states as Jor­
dan and Egypt have lost hope. In recent 
weeks, Clinton Administration officials 
have urged Netanyahu to agree to with­
draw from a full thirteen per cent of the 
West Bank in exchange for Palestinian 
guarantees on terrorism. Netanyahu has 
balked at that figure, though he has indi­
cated a willingness to pull back from 
nine per cent of the disputed territory 
(perhaps even eleven per cent). The 
point, he insisted late last week, at talks 
in Washington with Ross and Albright, 
was that any accord must preserve what 
he called a “territorial buffer” against 
Palestinian terrorism. Netanyahu, to be 
sure, continued to face intense pressure at 
home: Palestinians demonstrated against 
al nakba—“the catastrophe”—of the 
founding of Israel; riots broke out, and 
several Palestinians were killed by Israeli 
troops. And it is far from certain that 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Cabinet, espe­
cially the influential Infrastructure Min­
ister, Ariel Sharon, would agree to a settle­
ment resembling the American plan.

Netanyahu’s over-all argument is that 
the left’s dream of a New Middle East, 
of peacefill relations and open markets 
in a region of Arab dictatorships, is fan­
tasy. “The real Middle East is not this 
lovely palette of lovely colors,” he said. 
“There are some very dark streaks there. 
More than streaks—large swaths of fun­

I
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I :
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correct. The result is paralysis. Motion 

without movement in the peace process.

1412, these New Christians began to 
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threat to their social and political order, there 

Netanyahu writes that after two mas-

: were no academic posts available 
in Israel. In all, Benzion and Cela lived in 

America for more than twenty' years 
first from 1940 to 1948, to work for the

she raised her three sons and, above all. 
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the darkest conclusion possible: that commando raid on the airport in En- 

if Jews go as far as to convert, and tebbe, Uganda, in 1976.

Hebraica. “And for that,” he told me, “I 
got the highest salary in Jerusalem!” 
The house is now worth around a mil­

lion dollars.
Benzion Netanyahu is known in

Over the years, the Netanyahus have 
cultivated a sense of uniqueness about 
their family. “Their perception of them-

> 1977, to teach at various colleges and 

work on his books.
While I was waiting for Benzion, I 

walked over to the dining room. When 
the boys were growing up, the dining 
room was their father’s study, the nexus 
of the house. “When you went over

; old man,” one family friend said. “That 
surely as the Nuremberg laws were the was the inner sanctum.” Now a bust of

Haportzim Street, in the Old Katamon
district of West Jerusalem. They still
live there. There was little wealth in
Jerusalem in those days, and the Netan-

in London, but never practiced. Instead, youngest, Iddo, is the writer who also 
■aised her three sons and, above all, practices medicine Bibi s said that he 

De„Ilo„ ....a,a....................... h- ^3 wife. She guarded drinks Iddo is Israel3 — He-ngwa,

scholarly circles around the world for whh Imin the Un^d'tttes when wHte^-A. B. Yehoshua, Amos-Qz,

he listen to the right-wing constituen­
cies that will keep him in office? “I think

bTthe difference between his heart' and could no longer attack the conversos on

tracts describing the Jewish people as an 
1 race.

For the first time, Netanyahu writes, a
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his book “The Origins of the Inquisi­

tion in Fifteenth Century
Spain.” In medieval stud­
ies, his thesis is considered 
revolutionary. The Jews 
were oppressed in Spain 
even after they had be­
come converts to Chris­
tianity. Netanyahu chal­
lenged the traditional view 
that the Spaniards perse­
cuted the conversos because 
many of them continued to 
practice their original faith 
in secret. Netanyahu’s work ' 
contends that the long-held 

notion of the conversos as 
“secret Jews” is a romantic 
delusion. He argues that in 
fact only a very few of the 
New Christians practiced 
Judaism, and that the In­
quisition was actually a his­
torical moment in which 
the Christian monarchs de­
veloped a theory of racial 

hatred designed to uproot 
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diplomacy' for Haaretz. “His Es­

ther’s, but intellectually he’s come to see

tion for the Inquisition in Spain just as

> the Final Solution. After 
fourteen hundred pages, one is led to

agreement with the Palestinians? Or will sive waves of conversion, in 1391 and in

powerful positions in politics Zionist movement, and then from 1963

Bibi is divided and sometimes paralyzed and the Church. Since the sPaniar^

his'head^said David Makovsky, who the basis of religious faith, they densed

covers diplomacy' for Haaretz. “His vis-
ceral reactions are ideological, like his fa- inherently polluted;contaminated
ther’s, but intellectually he’s come to see F.. .’ r u
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their press was frequently lying. This, in

took to the underground, carrying out

i

TSRAELI political debate is almost in- 

J. variably, at root, a clash of historical

i

---73

them that belongs to the past.”
Ben-Artzi’s facts are only partly cor­

rect. It’s true that Benzion did not get a

I

“You’re damn right—outsider!” he 
said. “You don’t have to psychobabble 
it!” Netanyahu could hardly have grown

“When we came with Jabotinsky, peo­
ple laughed at us at first,” Benzion said.

talked about his father, Nathan Milei- 
kowsky, a rabbi who was born in Lithu-

d

I

ical legacies. They are known as Likud 
“princes.” Bibi was never grouped with

They are naive. They are fools. Always 
they, them.”

|

I
1
I
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When Benzion and his family re­
turned to the new state in 1948, he took Herewith is our reply to several of Kuttab’s 

up the Encyclopedia and moved out of
sionist movement who was later the ed- politics. Bibis eventual rivals for the Li-
itor of the leading newspaper Maariv, kud leadership the Jerusalem mayor s[te t0 Jewish people throughout the

“There is a feeling of rejection by the Ehud Olmert, the former Finance Min- world. This site has served as a mosque only

nell, in Ithaca, New York. cies about the lopsidedly liberal press,
The family’s sense of outsiderness has the fearsome lefties in academe, all the 

then of the Revisionists’ daily newspa- more to do with real politics than with while implying that they are the estab- 
per Ha-Yarden. His contemporaries re- academic politics. Some of Jabotinsky’s lishment, and that they hate you. It is a 

member him as being extraordinarily in­
telligent and charming and, at the same

I

the Arabs. Netanyahu was among the told me. “The father always talked about 
ideologues, the campaigners. In early They. They don’t understand a thing. 
1940, he went to the United States to

help Jabotinsky lobby American
politicians on behalf of the Zi-

------Y? on*st 'dea- Jabotinsky died later
that year, but Benzion stayed on
for eight years, as director of narratives. No argument or incident is 
the New Zionist Organization, too ancient for consideration. The evi- 
meeting with such influential dence for this rushes at you every day. 

‘ figures as General Dwight D. One afternoon, while I was drinking a

who was not politically correct was de­
nied economic chances. That resent­
ment is still there. It’s not something for up with more privilege, and yet he is a 

Prime Minister elected by a coalition of 
outsider groups. His votes came from 
the Sephardim, the Orthodox, the set­
tlers, the Russians—all. groups who see 

Union at least readers understood that versity was tiny in those days, and there themselves as excluded from the liberal

’ i were hardly any positions available to Ashkenazic establishment. Like Ronald
modified language, is a familiar theme anyone. For work, and for superior li- Reagan, Netanyahu successfully governs
in Bibi’s conversation. braries, Benzion accepted jobs at Drop- as an outsider: even as he wields power,

Benzion studied medieval history at sie College, in Philadelphia, and at Cor- he keeps complaining to his constituen-

Hebrew University. Later, he was co­
editor of a. literary monthly, Beitar, and

■ H
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my father would ever have been in poli­
tics,” the Prime Minister told me. “He’s 

Zionist orator, Nathan toured Europe more democratic society, to push the not temperamentally suited.” 
and America making speeches in sup- process of privatization, stems from that But when I asked Bibi it he consid- 
port of a Jewish state. When he brought old resentment, because the left used the ered himself an outsider in Israel and in 
his family to Palestine, in 1920, they economic structure of the country to Israeli politics he did not deny it. 
came ashore in a small boat in Tel Aviv dominate Israel ideologically—anyone
and changed their name to Netan­
yahu—God-Given.

Time and again in conversation,
Benzion talked about the persistent
spectre of the left in Israel. He said
much of the press in Israel is worse
than Pravda, because in the old Soviet job at Hebrew University, but the uni­

followers, including Begin and Shamir, familiar, and familial, theme.
L ~ .1 1—o j—o t “I think the father is already within 

time, arrogant and nearly seething with military missions against the British and him—it’s built in,” one of Bibi’s friends 

resentments and contempt. Even now,
he radiates the same qualities, at once
spinning a fascinating tale of old Jerusa­
lem for his visitor and then ry
talking with acid condescen- p. / \

sion (at best) about various
constituencies and politicians <
in Israel. In his view, Arab fun-
damentalism and Asian nuclear V i
power are the order of the fu- \

ture. He is a man of numerous
and ferocious opinions, but is very wary Eisenhower, Secretary of State Dean cup of coffee at a cafe in the Muslim 
of publicizing them—not least, perhaps, Acheson, and key members of Congress, quarter of the Old City and reading the 

for fear of embarrassing his son.
It’s hard to replicate the old man in

print. For one 1
and irresistibly alive; for another, he in- ‘Who will create it?’ they said. The En-
sisted that our talks were “friendly chats,” glish will create it? The Arabs are ; 
not a formal interview. But what comes it!’ Even Chaim Weizmann declared that figure in Palestinian politics, Daoud 

through, so often, is a man who resents it was impossible, that it was no more
what he sees as the folly of others. possible to create a Jewish state in Israel

“There was always a strong myth of than it was in Manhattan.”

persecution in that family, always a
grievance,” I was told by Shalom Ro­
senfeld, a contemporary in the Revi-

Aharon Appelfeld, Meir Shalev. That’s academic establishment, which was ister Dan Meridor, and Ze ev (Benny)
the way they think.” dominated by the left and denied Ben- Begin—all come from right-wing polit-

Finally, Benzion came in and sat zion a decent job, and, as a result, the
down in an armchair. For a while he Netanyahus were forced to emigrate,

which was very painful,” Chagi Ben- the princes, because his father had made
Artzi, Bibi’s brother-in-law, said. “Part his life, finally, in academe. “I don’t think

ania and helped run the famous Krinsky of the background of the determination
Gymnasium, in Warsaw. As a leading of Bibi to change Israel, to make it a

papers, I came across a letter to the edi­
tor in the Jerusalem Post from David 

thing, he is both fierce “No Jew was dreaming of a Jewish state. Wilder, a spokesman for the Jewish 
"" " - community in Hebron, who was re-

against spending to an article by a well-known

J
i

Kuttab:

Sir,—Daoud Kuttab viciously attacked 
the Jewish community of Hebron in his 
article “At the boiling point” (March 1).

accusations: Kuttab refers to the “Ibrahimi 
mosque." This building is known to Jews 
as the Machpela Cave, the second holiest
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gust. “It’s a joke!” he said. “It’s a 
joke! It’s agitprop, it’s agitprop, 
the small segment that I’ve 
seen. It’s just not the facts. The 
presentation of the Palestinian 
side, what I’ve seen, is skewed 
beyond belief. It’s the facts that 
I’m dealing with. The facts can 
have diverse interpretations, but 
there cannot be diverse facts. 
That, I think, is important.’’

In my talks with Benzion, he 
made it clear that he thought 
that the Jewish people might 
never recover from the murder 
of the European Jews; he also 
saw intermarriage and assimila­
tion as posing great threats to 
the survival of the Jews. He 
feels that even present-day Is­
rael, including the occupied ter­
ritories, is but a fraction of what 
was originally promised; and to 
give up more land to the Arabs 
is extraordinarily dangerous, 
especially because a future 
Palestinian state could ally itself 
with such countries as Iraq and 

death threats. “They call my home,” she Iran—Israel’s sworn enemies. “There is
no doubt that many of the Arabs want 
to see the State of Israel destroyed,” he 

know where you live.’... I wanted to said, “and they would end Jewish exis-
show, step by step, the creation of the tence in the country if they had the

To celebrate the fiftieth anniversary ideology behind terrorism—which I re- chance to do it. Only the fear of retali-

of the state, Israeli television has been ject, which I don’t identify with, but ation keeps them back.”
showing a twenty-two-part documen- whose roots I understand. I wanted to
tary on Sunday nights called “Tekuma,” show why and how a Palestinian starts 
or “Rebirth.” I happened to catch one of thinking of terror as a solution. We Is- Among the Nations,” which gives the
the most controversial installments—an raelis think we have a monopoly on most embattled reading possible to
overview of the early history of the Is- blood, tears, and pain, but, of course, the history of Zionism and the Israeli
raeli occupation of Gaza and the West this is not true. We know our side in state. When I talked to Benzion, he

Bank and the rise of Palestinian nation- this story. I wanted to present the other protested the idea of familial unanim­
alism and violence. To American eyes, it side—loudly.” ity, but he did say, “There was no gen-

For the right wing, including the eration gap at all. We didn’t agree on
■the sort of thing you Prime Minister, the documentary series everything—this is not a family of ro-

was an attempt by the leftist press to bots—but our family has a coherence
dominate the national narrative, to wal- to it.” However, he added later, “I am

both English and Hebrew, denying low in the guilt of “original sin”—the not involved in any measure or degree 
the existence of the Palestinian peo- Jewish displacement and subjugation of in shaping or influencing the policies 
pie; there was the squalor of the refugee Palestinian Arabs. Yoav Gelber, one of or activities of the present government 
camps in Gaza; and there, too, were the the show’s academic advisers, resigned of Israel.”
terrorist attacks in Tel Aviv and Jerusa- and said that the segment belonged in a In “A Place Among the Nations,” 
lem, the slaughter of Israeli athletes in series marking “the fiftieth anniversary Bibi’s most sustained historical meta­
Munich, a mother remembering how of the Palestinian Authority.” phor for the Israeli security predica-
her two children were killed when a ter- Bibi despises the men and women ment is Czechoslovakia before the Sec- 
rorist tossed a grenade into the back seat who run Israeli television—to him they ond World War; for him, the West 
of her car. are part of the leftist claque that has al- Bank is the Sudetenland, the limited

The filmmaker, Ronit Weiss-Berkowitz, ways dominated all cultural and media territorial pretext used by Hitler to 
said that even before her segment was institutions in Israel—and when I asked overrun the entire country. When I 
shown on the air she began receiving him about “Tekuma” he waved in dis- asked Netanyahu about the compari-

! ;
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since 1267. The building was originally con-

by Herod, king of Judea, 2,000 years ago.

The key phrase here, of course, is 
“only since 1267.”
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"N TO event shaped Netanyahu’s future 
1 > more than the death of Yoni, at
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In another letter to Bibi, Yoni wrote, 
“You’re the only true friend I ever had.”

Because the country is so small, Is­
raeli soldiers often go home for week­
ends and vacations; each of the Ne­
tanyahu boys stayed with friends of the 
family while their parents remained in 
the States. “Yoni lived like a gypsy, and 
this was strange in Israel,” Yoni’s friend 
the scholar Avishai Margalit said to 
me. “To be a loner in Israel is unusual, 

and 
lace 
the 

: to 
aeli
he 

im- 

,en- 
on 
ro- 
nce 
am 

?ree 
cies 

tent

son, he allowed that it was imperfect, 
but still one cannot read that book 
without sensing the author’s parallel 
between the Germans and Arab ag­
gression. The Czech metaphor is not 
one he indulges now as Prime Minis­
ter, but it has shaped his thinking since 

he was a young man.
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Entebbe. On July 4, 1976—the .Ameri­
can bicentennial—Yoni Netanyahu led a 
team of commandos to Uganda, where 
Israelis had been taken hostage by Pal­
estinian and German terrorists. As the 
commandos stormed the airport building 
where the hostages were under guard, 
Yoni was gunned down, either from the 
control tower or from within the build­
ing itself. Bibi was in Boston at the time, 
and as soon as he heard the news he 
drove to Ithaca to tell his parents. His 
mother, Gela, seeing Bibi, ran to the 
door and, Before he could say a word, 
said, “He’s dead, isn’t he?”

Many friends and acquaintances of 
the family told me that Yoni was the son 
who seemed destined for great things, 
perhaps first in the military, and later in 
politics. Had he lived, they say, Yoni 
might have been a chief of staff or a 
government minister.

Bibi was devastated. “If it wasn’t for 
Yoni’s death, I’m not sure Bibi would 
have gone into politics,” Netanyahu’s 
friend Uzi Beller told me. “He loved the 
States, especially the economy, the whole 
idea of a free market. He could easily 
have slipped into becoming an Ameri­
can businessman and made a lot of 
money.” Bibi could not eat solid food 
for weeks after the funeral.

“The brother was the one person he 
really loved. This is crucial and under­
lies his loneliness,” said Ari Shavit, of 
Haaretz. “I think that on the other hand 
they were both in the same position. 
They were both committed to the fa­
ther. The father was from turn-of-the- 
century ideology and politics, though, 
and they realized they had to swim in a 
contemporary environment. So on the 
one hand they had to be loyal to this 
unique father figure, on the other hand 
they had to go out into the world and 
function. Losing Yoni was worse than 
losing someone you love. Bibi lost the 
one person who could understand him.”

At the same time, Bibi saw Yoni not 
merely as a personal loss but as a na­
tional event, a figure in history. He was 
determined to make sure this was so. At 
the shiva, Bibi, his parents, and Iddo ac­
cepted the condolence calls of many Is­
raelis. One of Yoni’s friends arrived at

F there was someone who really knew 
. Bibi well, who shared with him the 

world of the family and a view of the 
world, it was his older brother, Yoni. In 
deciding what course to take with the 
Palestinians or with Syria, he has to 
cope with the legacy of his brother, a 
symbol of Israel’s conflicts with the 
Arab world.

Along with their parents, Iddo, 
Yoni, and Bibi moved to Elkins Park, a 
Philadelphia suburb, in 1963, and went 
to a local high school. Each of the 
sons, in turn, went back to Israel for 
his Army service while their parents 
stayed in the United States. Yoni was 
the first to go, and he stayed in close 
touch with his brother through hun­
dreds of letters, like this one, which 
was mailed after Bibi had been in a 
punch-up:

In my opinion, there’s nothing wrong with 
a good fistfight; on the contrary, if you’re 

and all three of them were to an extent 
like this.”

Bibi returned to Israel in 1967 and 
joined the elite reconnaissance unit 
Sayeret Matkal. In the unit, he was 
regarded as intelligent and diligent 
but not especially creative. He distin­
guished himself at a nighttime raid on 
the Beirut Airport in 1968 and in the 
rescue of hostages aboard a hijacked 
Sabena airliner in 1972. During the 
Sabena raid, Netanyahu was one of 
the commandos who went on board 
dressed as mechanics; he grabbed one 
of the hijackers, a woman, by the hair 
and slammed her into a bulkhead, de­
manding to know where to find the 

hostages.
Bibi returned to the United .States 

in 1972 to study architecture and busi­
ness administration at M.I.T He raced 
home to his unit for the 1973 Yom 
Kippur War, but he made a life for 
himself in America, first as a student, 
then as a business executive in Boston. 
He gave right-wing lectures on Israel, 
lectures that rang ver}' much of Ben­
zion. In 1973, he shortened his name 
to Ben Nitay. Netanyahu always denied 
to the Israeli press that he had legally 
changed his name, and when Ma'ariv 
published the legal documents record­
ing the name change, filed in a court in 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts, the 
Prime Minister’s spokesman, Shai Ba- 
zak, called the story “a malicious effort 
to contrive a sensational story.”

The years in the United States did 
nothing to push Bibi to the left. He 
was very much for the war in Vietnam 
and deeply depressed by the concilia­
tory turn Israel took under his father’s 
old comrade Begin. When Anwar Sa­
dat came to Jerusalem, Avishai Marga­
lit’s sister-in-law threw a party in Cam­
bridge and invited Bibi.

“When he arrived,” Margalit re­
called, “he was totally grim-faced and 
said, ‘What’s the celebration? Now we’ll 
relinquish the Sinai and they’ll be on our 

you? He who delivers the first blow, wins.

After the Six-Day War, in which 
Yoni had been wounded in the arm, he 
wrote a letter to Bibi that evoked both 
the spirit of their father’s toughness 
and a determination not to remain in 
America:

The recruitment of all these little terror­
ists only strengthens my consciousness as 
an Israeli. If they come to fight, wr ‘ 
least I in the T'
do so all the more. My national conscious­
ness is no doubt stronger than that of the 
Arabs, I’m a much better fighter than they 
are, and so are all Israeli soldiers.
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T X TH1LE Netanyahu’s early family 
V V life is the stuff of Biblical, or at i
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least Portnoyan, complexity, his family 
life in adulthood, along with his rela­
tionships beyond the family, has been a 
feast for the tabloids.

In the late seventies, Netanyahu mar­
ried the first of his three wives, an Israeli 
woman named Micky, and they had a 
daughter, Noa. But in Boston Bibi met 
a woman named Fleur Cates, and when 
Micky learned of the affair she left him.

Netanyahu entered public life in 
1982, when Moshe Arens made him 

Who are the wise? Those heavy-lidded sages, 
Lotus-positioned, meditative, calm
Extinguishers of our banked ancestral rages, 
Serene as the Gautama’s upturned palm?

the house and saw Bibi talking to Chaim 
Bar-Lev, a former chief of staff, then a 
Minister of Industry.

The friend recalled, “As soon as Bibi 
saw me come through the door, he left 
Bar-Lev, came to me, and, hardly saying 
hello, said, ‘We’ve been at war for three 
hundred years with the Arabs and each 
generation needs a hero. Trompeldor 
fulfilled his role, and I’ll make Yoni the 
hero of his generation.’” Josef Trompel­
dor was in the Tsar’s Army and lost an 
arm in the war with the Japanese. After 
coming to Palestine, he was killed in a 
skirmish with Arabs in 1920 and be­
came a hero, a legend of renewed Jewish 
heroism, especially for the right.

Because the Entebbe operation had 
been so spectacular, it was inevitable 
that Yoni’s name would become a sym­
bol. But, as Bibi had promised at the 
shiva, the family helped promote this. 
Bibi and Iddo edited a collection of 
Yoni’s letters; more than sixty thousand 
copies have been sold in the Hebrew 
edition alone. Bibi also began a think 
tank called the Jonathan Institute, for 
the study of terrorism. To commemo­
rate Yoni’s heroism at Entebbe, Iddo 
wrote a book called “Yoni’s Last Battle." 
One former commando, however, a 
prominent military man named Muki 
Betser, who was at Entebbe, has been 
hostile to the Netanyahu family and was 
outraged over Iddo’s book, which he 
thought inflated Yoni’s role and down­
played the bravery of the rest. “I’m not 
sure Yoni would have liked what his lit­
tle brother wrote,” Betser told the Israeli 
press. In the early nineties, when it be­
came clear that Bibi was emerging as a 
possible candidate for Prime Minister, 
the press began publishing stories about 
Yoni—all unproven—implying that he 
had made crucial mistakes during the 
Entebbe mission.

Iddo Netanyahu remains Yoni’s main 
champion. Several months each year, 
he practices in the United States as a ra­
diologist, a job that earns him enough 
money to live the rest of the year in 
Jerusalem with his family and write fic­
tion. I met with Iddo at his house, in the 
Jerusalem hills. Like his father, Iddo was 
wary of being quoted, but he is clearly 
pained by the attacks on the Netanyahus.

Recently, Iddo published a novel in 
Hebrew entitled “Itamar K.” It can very 
easily be read as a thinly veiled political 
attack—and certainly the Israeli press

his No. 2 at the Embassy in Washing­
ton. Bibi made a name for himself on 
American television as the smooth Is­
raeli who was everywhere, defending 
the Begin government’s war in Leba­
non. Later, Arens helped place Netan­
yahu as Israel’s man at the United Na­
tions, and there Bibi became an even 
more public figure with his support for 
Soviet Jewry and his attacks on Kurt 
Waldheim. Netanyahu went back to Is­
rael in 1988 to win a seat in the Knes­
set and to be Arens’s deputy at the For­
eign Ministry. The marriage to Fleur, 
which was already troubled, fell apart 

once they were in Israel.
In 1989, Netanyahu was changing 

planes at Amsterdam’s Schiphol Air­
port, and while he was on a moving 
walkway he spotted an El Al stewardess 
named Sara Ben-Artzi. “We were going 
in opposite directions,” she once said, in 
an interview. “He looked at me until he 
had to turn his head backwards. Then, 
on the plane, he came to look for me.”

Netanyahu married Sara in March, 
1991, when she was already several 
months pregnant. According to reports 
in the Israeli press, Netanyahu post­
poned the wedding at least once but 
was finally brought to heel by Yisrael 
Meir Lau, then the chief rabbi of 
Tel Aviv.

The Netanyahus now have two chil­
dren. It would be folly to guess at the 
details of their marriage, but it is, by 
every outward sign, another troubled 
union. The first of several disasters came

Or are they the worldly-wise, the shrewdly knowing 
Machiavels of the heart’s computer chess,
Anticipating counterplot, bestowing
Strategic love, half nelson, half caress?
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has done so. The hero is Itamar Koller, a 
young filmmaker who discovers how 
hard it is in Israel to have right-wing 
views and still win respect as an artist 
and an intellectual. In refusing to em­
brace left-wing ideology, Itamar is re­
jected by the Israeli cultural elite. Itamar 
wants to make a movie, but funding goes 
instead to a left-wing homosexual, and 
Itamar is left behind with “untapped po­
tential, with no way of knowing whether 
or not he could have realized if.” The 
novel features set pieces on two film­
makers who cower before a former ter­
rorist who is now a member of the 
Palestinian Authority. Itamar meets a 
writer who is infuriated by the “smiles on 
the faces of our ministers as they hand 
Bethlehem, the city where David was 
born,, over to the Arabs.” And so, once 
more, there is this loneliness, this singu­
larity to the family—the Netanyahus 

versus the cultural hegemony of the left.
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Are they, in eternal shelf-life congregated,
The calf-bound canonized authors of Great Books? 
The quoted, the belaurelled, the much feted? 
Or we, the spouses of unrivalled cooks? •

—Anthony Hecht
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QlNCE he came to power, Netanyahu’s 
O marriage has remained a target for
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feminist thing, which is almost getting 
Victorian. When Bibi made his confes­
sion, it was not particularly subtle. It was 
hard to mistake what he meant, that he 

was accusing people in his own party. 
But it was a terrible mistake going on 
television and confessing to infidelity. 
The crime here is getting caught, and 
he wasn’t caught."
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“you’re sitting in my seat.” The over-all 
impression in the Israeli press is of a 
dim harridan who has her man by the 
neck. A member of the Knesset even 
declared that there should be legislation 
passed to restrain her.

Bar-Illan is supposedly a master of 
the press, but when I asked him about 
the marriage, on the record, with my pen 
and notebook out for all to see, he rolled 
his eves and said, “Look, Sara is not the 
most stable woman in the world... . 
Now she only appears at the appropriate 
things, receptions for children, things for 
the retarded or the disadvantaged. And it 
works. It’s O.K. Finally it’s become bor­
ing to Israelis. Had she run half naked 
through the streets, it might have been 
something else, but it’s under control.”

.Well, not exactly under control. Last 
year, Sara agreed to be interviewed on 
Israeli state television. She threw an 
incredible tantrum, accusing Knesset 
members of making passes at her, and 
said of Sonia Peres that just “because
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a hostile press. The tabloids have ac­
cused Sara of everything from plagiariz­
ing work in graduate school to being a 
deranged “clean” freak. Her children’s 
nanny, Tania Shaw, sued the family, ac­
cusing Sara of “enslavement” and mis­
treatment. A long report in the newspa­
per Yediot Ahronot featured such details 
as Sara’s hurling shoes at her servants; in 
another account, Sara was described as 
bursting in on high-level government 
meetings and telling one of the Prime 
Minister’s aides, a general, to get up,

in January, 1993, while Netanyahu was 
in a struggle for the leadership of the Li­
kud Party. Sara received an anonymous 
phone call telling her that her husband 
had a “thing” for his image consultant, a 
married woman named Ruth Bar; what 
was more, the caller said, there existed 
a videotape of Bar and Netanyahu in 
“compromising romantic situations.” 
Netanyahu’s reaction was to go on tele­
vision immediately and admit to his in­
fidelity and, without naming names (ev­
eryone knew he meant his rival, David 
Levy), accuse members of his own party 
of “Mafia methods.” This was “the 
worst political crime in Israeli history, 
perhaps in the history of democracy,” 
he told viewers. He added that his only 
debt—“if I have a debt and I have a 
debt on this matter”—was to his wife 

and children.
As it happened, no videotape turned 

up, and now Netanyahu had to apolo­
gize to Levy. For his part, Levy called 
Netanyahu “Napoleon,” “liar,” “eel,” and 
refosed to speak to him or 
utter his name until 1996.

The Israeli press'has re­
ported that the Netanyahu 
marriage is sustained now 
by a series of guidelines laid 
out by Sara and family law­
yers. Sources close to Ne­
tanyahu have said that Bibi 
felt he could not afford yet 
another divorce and still 
claim leadership of a con­
servative and religious po­
litical coalition. Netanyahu 
deflects the subject with 
various formulaic phrases 
of contrition and renewal, 
but his close aide David
Bar-Illan was anything but 
evasive with me.

“The confession of adul­
tery, the Sara business, this 
all hurt him more than I 
would have expected,” Bar-
Illan said. “For years in Is­
rael no one cared about 
such things. Moshe Dayan 
screwed half the women 
in the Army and even got 
into trouble over it, but we 
said we didn’t care. Every­
one knew all about it and 
about other pohticians and 
their affairs. But the at­
mosphere changed. It’s the 

fl
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Sonia is not educated, and she washes 
dishes and plays cards—that doesn’t 
mean I also have to do that." Sara then 
turned on her interviewer and finally 
walked out. She agreed to resume the 
interview only if the first part was de­
stroyed; the tapes are now in a vault at 
the studios, but, Israel being Israel, the 
material leaked almost immediatelv.

In another interview, Sara insisted 
that her marriage was genuine and not 
at all politically motivated. “Thev can­
not accept that we really love each 
other,” she said. “Every time we hold 
hands it’s supposed to be a show. You 
should see how often we hold hands 
when we’re alone. It’s unbelievable."

In a crude form, Netanyahu’s per­
sonal situation recalls Bill Clinton’s, but 
the comparison is weaker than it seems. 
Unlike Clinton, who has many layers of 
friends, both inside the White House 
and beyond, Netanyahu does not. He has 
forced out so many aides and ministers 
in his nearly two years in office that he 
is left mainly with yes-men. Two of 
Netanyahu’s oldest friends, Uzi Beller, 
who is a doctor, and Gabi Picker, a den­
tist, rarely see him or talk to him any-

i

FKANO PLACE
In one's imagination, at least, Frank 
Sinatra was architecturally unsitu­
ated after he left the Weegee streets 
of Hoboken—whiling away days 
at Aqueduct and the Polo Grounds, 
avoiding Jackie Gleason, bopping be­
tween swank hotel suites, romancing 
Ava Gardner. But by the time he 
was forty Palm Springs had become 
a headquarters. When he bought 
this Rancho Mirage tract house, in the 

fifties, the desert towns Martini 
cool was a pretty pure expression of 
Sinatra-ism. Before long, he had a 
compound: nine buildings, thirty-one 
bathrooms, a twelve-car garage. 
There are a few Rat Pack vestiges, 
but after Sinatra married Barbara 
Marx the place was redecorated in 
high-seventies style. (The nicest piece 
in this room, the cheerful abstract

been a corporate retreat for a Cana­
dian conglomerate, and that’s prob­
ably its stylistic destiny. But every 
stick, they say, is "exactly as he left it. ’’

Photograph by Robert Polidori
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counts on goods and services. Even Ne-
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A TeTANYAHU is certainly an outsider, 
1 1 too, in his relationship with Wash-
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c"This is coach class. Let’s lose the smile. ”

office. The office is a very small room. 
With all that security, the moment he
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not possible to read what he feels, even 
with me. I never feel I know what’s in 
his heart or mind. I don’t know who does.”
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Rabin’s assassination, in 1995, was 
devastating for Clinton, and he responded 
by going to the funeral and spending 
hours with the Rabin family. (By con­
trast, when Netanyahu went to embrace 
Rabin’s daughter, Daka Pilosof, whom 
he had known as a student, she said, 
“Not now. Please, not now." Rabin’s 
widow, Leah, made it plain that she 
preferred the condolences of Yasir Ara­
fat.) With Shimon Peres now the Prime 
Minister, the relationship with the White 
House remained politically close yet 
personally more remote. Peres was more 
the ideologue—cool, Francophile, aloof.

In the 1996 Israeli election, however, 
Clinton made no secret of his prefer­
ence for Peres over Netanyahu. The ma­
jor factor, of course, was that Peres fa­
vored pushing the Oslo process ahead; 
Netanyahu’s platform consisted of his 
alarm about Oslo and his resistance to 
American pressure.

American television viewers had 
come to know Netanyahu as “Amer­
icanized”—an M.I.T.-educated Israeli 
politician with a perfect American ac­
cent and a feel for CNN and “Night- 
line.” But Netanyahu’s America was an-
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minutes of their allotted hour Clinton 
, was not insulted or bored; he was grate- 

too, in his relationship with Wash- fill. From then on, Clinton gravitated 
to Rabin as to a kind of father figure. 

“It looked to me that Clinton saw 
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were a cup of tea
“and maybe a cracker to go with it.”
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more. “Nobody sees Bibi a lot,” Beller Hair has reported that Netanyahu, in the skullcap, from the funeral, and some sand 
told me. “Any leader has a small circle past, tried to use his name to get dis- from Rabin's grave is to be seen on a plate 
of intimates, and Bibi just doesn’t.” Bar- counts on goods and services. Even Ne- in his study. “It’s almost a cult of Rabin
Ilian said he considers himself one of tanyahu’s most characteristic pleasure, his here,” one high-ranking White House
Netanyahu’s two or three closest confidants, Davidoff cigars, seems to have exploded official told me. “There’s no one the Pres-
but even he said, “Bibi is very hard to in his face. In April, the papers discov- ident admired more or misses more.”
read emotionally. He’s very closed. It’s ered that the government was spending When Bill Clinton came on the 

some three thousand dollars a month on political scene, the great lions of the
cigars that cost thirty dollars each. Ne- late-Cold War era were gone or were
tanyahu’s spokesmen initially claimed fading—Gorbachev, Thatcher, Mitter-

An Israeli journalist who has observed that cigars had always been bought for rand—and the statesman he came to
Netanyahu closely said, “It’s a very diffi- foreign guests, as a kind of welcoming look up to was Rabin. Their first meet­
cult life he has. He is a prisoner in his amenity, but then past Prime Ministers ing was at the Madison Hotel in Wash-

and their aides rushed in to deny it. Sha- ington, during the 1992 Presidential
mix, Netanyahu’s ostensible colleague in campaign. In the realm of foreign af-

walks out, there are several guys at his the Likud, said the only niceties he ever fairs Clinton was a neophyte, and when
side. Then he gets into a claustrophobic offered foreign guests were a cup of tea Rabin uncorked a lecture about Middle
Cadillac. Wherever he goes, there are “and maybe a cracker to go with it.” East politics which consumed fifty-five
these really wild security arrangements.
When he goes home, he goes to some­
thing worse. He actually has no place to
relax, to unwind. All these problems—the ington, for the White House is, in no
press, his family, negotiations—all of it small measure, a shrine to the memory of
goes along with the idea that he has of the Bibi’s shadow, Yitzhak Rabin. In Clinton’s Rabin as mentor,” said Eitan Haber,
world as always hostile and him fighting view, Rabin was the definition of gravi- of Rabin’s closest aides. “They spoke on
everybody and everything all the time.” tas, of historical risktaking. There are pic- the phone constantly, coordinating ev-

Netanyahu’s few pleasures include tures of Rabin both in the Oval Office ery step before anything became a prob­
good food (he has gained nearly fifty and in the upstairs residence. Hillary Clin- lem, even the smallest step. Even their
pounds since taking office), but while ton prizes a crystal dove given her by Ra- agreement not to kiss or hug Arafat on-
he likes luxury he does not like paying, bin, and in the White House solarium stage at the White House—to make it
He is notorious for rarely picking up a there is the phrase “Shalom, Chaver” in just a handshake—was coordinated.”
check. The left-wing newspaper Koi tiles. The President has kept his kipa, his

fBJTo.8 m
z
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tithetical to Clinton’s: it was Ronald hospitality of a group of Christian ally, I like him. Its very hard not to like

Reagan’s America. Netanyahu’s political

journalists he favored were, of course, furious, but the next morning when he What Netanyahu has inherited from 
the ones who favored him: A. M. Rosen- met with Netanyahu he jokingly sug- his father is a keen notion of Us versus

are giving away everything and getting closely Netanyahu and Bar-Illan follow they lacked the elements of national 
' rbp American scene, their protestations vival,” he said to me. On the o

me.

one who would not be pushed around, back from America having not accepted calculation they should be about a hun-
dred and twenty million and not twelveItamar Rabinovich, the Israeli Ambas- things, he became a hero to his peo- dred and twenty million and not twelve 

sador in Washington at the time, told pie, like Saddam Hussein withstanding million. The fact that we are ten per cent
me “What I would have told Bibi to do American pressure.” of what we could be is based on many
on his first trip—not that he ever would Norman Podhoretz, the former edi- forces, but it is the inability to live in a
have asked—is to have gone into the tor of Commentary, mainly supports Ne- coherent place with a coherent culture.

gones be bygones. I know you supported but admitted he was shocked at his per

meeting saving that Netanyahu behaved seduce anyone.... But as a friend he’s dispersed. Normally what happens to a 
° . v ii. ______  t^’ i:i.^ npnnlp ic that thev ronnucr

me rrcbiuciu oi a mcnu-iy --------------- j r * . ... ,
and that Netanyahu was the leader of a he’ll depend on his charm, like Clinton, appear, so we were always in the twilight

w
Clinton, he took a long drag on his cigar second centuries. What happened after

tremen-

under my watch, I’m not sure....

un-

our

Clinton decided he didn’t have time for 

even a 1

of our existence. Between annihilation 
and assimilation, you could pretty' much

warm and cozy relations. It’s not true. 
It’s possible. It just hasn’t happened.”

said, “We’re treating him like the Presi-

Clinton—“will go jogging with the Pres­
ident of Bulgaria, so that’s not fair.”

the personal chemistry between Clinton 
and Netanyahu as the same as that be­
tween the White House pets, Buddy and 
Socks. When Air Force One and Ne-

White House and said, ‘Let’s let by- tanyahu’s hard line with the Palestinians

formance. “He’s done amazingly poorly, Chinese have a diaspora, a far-flung di-

We lost the coherent center and were

dispersed people is that they conquer 
new lands or they disappear. We didn’t 

new lands, but nor did we dis-

>98

ten per cent of the Roman Empire at 
the time of the birth of Christ, so by any

that had backed Reagan. He let Repub­
licans on Capitol Hill know that he was 
one of them, a kind of Israeli Republi­
can. And so while he spoke American, couraged by a Jewish

of the Clinton White House. Of course with the evangelicals be- 

Clinton loved Rabin, he tells everyone.
The Americans always love us when we

was 
ded 
iing 

on- 
race 
io m 
aid, 
fin’s 
she 
\ra- 
ime 
bite 

yet 
tore 
oof. 

ver, 
fer- 

ma- 
fa- 

ead; 
his 

e to

Them, a sense that only fools can fail to 
 see what he sees, that Jewish history is

the sort of neoconservative movement that they had had no idea that Falwell in perpetual, danger of ending co^‘

ering the role of assimilation in the 
—. Diaspora, is in the hands

-A---- s.) of Israel and, in no small
'X y h part, its Prime Minister.

-yy “The Jewish people 

have had a history unlike 
A any other people’s because

1 sur- 
. “On the other

When Netanyahu came to Washing- of innocence are hard to believe.’ ’ hand, they didnt perish completely. 
- ' ' “The relations have never been more They perished mostly~They were about

tense,” a senior Israeli diplomat told 
“The ironic thing is that after Bibi came

nothing in return.

ton for the first time as Prime Minister, 
he appeared determined to show every­
one that there was a new man in office,

Peres in the election, but there are no 
grudges.’ Instead, when they met, in
July, 1996, Clinton came out <

and spoke in a tone that didn’t seem to not a reliable person. It’s like the Ken-
let on that he knew that Clinton was nedys. If he makes a promise or appoint- 
the President of a friendly superpower ment, he doesn’t necessarily keep jit. Then conquer

small nation who needs the superpow- And the magic has gone out of that tnck

er’s support.” In short, Clinton felt he ■ . - •
had been dissed by the leader of a coun- I A THEN I asked Netanyahu to char- predict that the Jewish people would
try smaller than Vermont that gets three V V acterize his relationship with not survive the verity-first or twenty-
bUlion dollars in aid every year. Clinton, he took a long drag on his cigar second centuries. What happened after

One Administration official described and blew smoke through his smile. He is the worst catastrophe in our history is
a bearish presence with a broad smile, and that we somehow amassed the national
he never seemed more satisfied than now. will to reforge a vital center for Jewish

“It’s correct," he said. “On a personal life here in Israel. I now think we have a

that, for the first time, the majority of 
1 sometime in 

bly eluded his immediate circle. First of the next decade. It’ll happen, maybe 
 ’ ’ ■ even under my watch, I’m not sure....

“You have to protect yourself. This

have the means to protect themselveshad 

ler-
aeli

ac- 
jht-

an-

/ ’ k '• ' 1 evangelicals—including Jerry Falwell, him. I wouldn’t tell you we’ve developed 

friends were Richard Perle, Ronald who’d been selfing videos that accused
Lauder, and Jeanne Kirkpatrick. The the President of murder. Clinton was

ind 
late 
bin 

use 
res-

n 
re. 
the 
the 

'ere 
:er- 

to 
:et- 
sh- 
tial 
af- 

nen 
idle 
five 

ton 
ite- 
ted 

are. 
saw 
one 
on 

ev- 
ob- 
teir 

on- 
.e it

“It is not the idea of a diaspora. 
Other peoples have their diasporas. The

and I wouldn’t have expected that of him,” aspora, but they have a coherent center, 

of the Podhoretz said. “He used to be able to ’— — — -----------  -

level there are interesting moments of Jewish future, here in Israel. Its true 

tanyahu’s plane were parked next to each affinity, because I think he has .
other in Los Angeles last November, dous grasp of certain things that proba- Jews will be here in Israel

Clinton decided he didnt have time for I  
even a brief meeting. Of the relation- all, because he’s probably a much better
ship, one Administration official later politician than any of them. So he — , .
said “We’re treating him like the Presi- derstands certain things from reading is what the Jews didnt have. They didnt 

‘j our have the means to protect themselves 
political situation better than his people, against evil, the baser impulses of man-

• ii .1_____ __W _ t_• _ *.LA-rl o nrirp iinlibp HflV

Netanyahu began a trip to the United mistaken view of trying to influence the
States last January by accepting the elections.... I have to tell you, person-

thal, William Safire, Charles Krautham- gested, “Now we’re even.” Both Ne- 
mer. He yearned for the rise in Israel of tanyahu and David Bar-Illan told me

was attacking Clinton so ruthlessly, and pletely, and that Jewish history, consid- 

Bar-Illan tried to fall on his sword, say­

ing that he had been en-
’ icon-

he was, and remains, deeply suspicious tact in New York to meet

cause of their support for [ (_
Israel. Considering how

the American scene, their protestations vival,” he said
z* • 1 1. 1 1 * 1 " ■ L « J i r < r

dent of Bulgaria. Actually, I think he”— the lay of the land. He understands

especially those who led him to take the kind. And they paid a price unlike any 
' other people. We now have the means 

to protect ourselves.” ♦
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National Urban League: On May 27, Administrator Alvarez will sign an MOU with the 
National Urban League, which will commit the parties to working together to reach out, 
provide technical and other assistance, and increase SBA lending activity to the 
underserved small business communities.

Solutions ‘98: On May 18-20, OPM hosted “Solutions *98,” its first conference devoted 
to employment issues, at the University of MD. Over 500 federal employees from across 
the country and 90 presenters participated. The conference allowed federal human 
resource professionals to shdre up-to-date information and innovative solutions to issues 
such as restructuring, career transition, making use of automation to enhance efficiency, 
and recruiting a diverse workforce.

page advertising the event. Announcements include the national rollout of SBA’s Y2K 
strategic plan to help small businesses deal with their technical problems in the Year
2000, a new on-line system for technology firms, and a new on-line franchise registry that 
will simplify lending to entrepreneurs who are starting a franchise. SBA will also 
announce national disaster assistance winners and national Welfare-to-Work winners. On 
June 5, Administrator Alvarez will join the Vice President and Secretary Rubin to 
announce the Small Business Mentoring Project. SBA’s National Advisory Council and 
the National Procurement Conference are also scheduled during small business week.

South Korea: Despite their economic crisis. South Koreans' views of the world show 
remarkable stability, according to a recent USIA-sponsored poll. A solid majority of 
South Koreans have a favorable opinion of the U.S. and a large majority (84 percent) see 
U.S. forces in Korea as important for protecting their security. Nevertheless, over the 
long run, more South Koreans see China (45 percent) as the key to their country's 
economic future rather than Japan (17 percent) or the U.S. (14 percent).

Cor

Ho)
CO5

IHr.

Cyprus: Recent USIA surveys in Turkey and Greece show that while there is little 
overlap in Turk and Greek preferences for how to resolve the Cyprus issue, there is 
limited support from both publics for a bizonal federation. Turks' preferred solutions for 

x Cyprus are division of the island into two separate statesor political integration with 
q Turkey, while Greeks prefer unification of the island with proportional representation or 
G" integration with Greece. A sizable percentage in each country thinks a federal

arrangement with equal power sharing is an acceptable solution (40 percent of Greeks; 47 
percent of Turks). Few in Turkey or Greece believe that the Cyprus issue is any closer to 
a resolution compared to a year ago. Greeks are more likely than Turks to support

tz, continued international mediation efforts.
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'Thomas R. Carper wants you to know how honored they were by your visit to Delaware. M< 
than just making them feel good, your strong support of accountability with real consequences 
improves the likelihood that the General Assembly will pass meaningful accountability 
legislation by June 30. In return, he hopes their hybrid assessments, which test Delaware 
students against both state and national standards, may serve as something of a model as you 
grapple with Congress on the issue of a national test.
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■JEWSSH WORLD COVER STORY

The Kinship

Netty C. Gross Washington

N FEBRUARY 1996. THE PRES1-

I
ing Clinton’s 1991 campaign after Genack. I lican accusations of his waffling 
who heads the kashrut division of the Union ! on policy issues. In response.

i

succumb to temptation... is res-edly made some reference to the Bible.” BillCvliy LILCIVK. 3V111V IVIVIVUW w UIV f... ( -- ---------------------- — r

Clinton, the Southern Baptist governor of | olute and rules with brilliance 
. i ’ J _..1-. ____1 I nr»rl mnnnanimitv HVPr PI

i

.v.

capacity to “admit a mistake... That was

I
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also became something of a rabbinical 
Jiminy Cricket to the president, always prof­
fering, in their private moments of conver­
sation, bits of Biblical exegesis.

Clinton’s 1996 note to Genack acknowl­
edged a missive the rabbi had sent on the

Bill Clinton feels an affection for the Jewish people 
wholly unprecedented among even the most 
supportive of U.S. presidents. From personal 
friends to professional appointments, he is 
an insider and admirer — a fact that underlies 
his stance on Israel as well. His inspiration for this 
warmth: the Bible.

friend Sara Ehrman, twice Clinton’s elec­
tion adviser on the Jewish vote, says he 
knows both the Jewish Bible and New Tes­
tament “practically by heart" — was suf-

i
i

J bi and Democratic party activist. | was preoccupied with assorted
The men had struck up a friendship dur- I controversies, including Repub-

A

4If Bill Clinton were Jewish,
he W be a talmid hochom ’

BROOKLYN CITY COUNCILMAN NOACH DEAR

subject of Judah and Joseph. It 
dent of the United States penned a \ was nine months before the 
thank-you note to Til's good friend, i November election and, much 
Menachem Genack, an Orthodox rab- I like today, a beleaguered Clinton 
bi and Democratic party activist. ;

I
| 

I ; 

I

--- V''"’

1
I
i
I
I

| The rabbi summed up the missive by re­
futing Republicans’ charges of indecisive­
ness: Clinton’s ability "to adjust to new cir- 

' cumstances... while remaining true to his 
1 vision is the mark of real leadership.”

In retrospect, given the disclosures of re­
cent months, it’s impossible to know what in 

~ ..... - ..... ...... .......... — Genack’s confident analysis hooked Clin-
King David’s greatest strength as opposed ton. But the president — whose longtime 
toSaul. Lincoln, our greatest president... ex- --i—
hibited extraordinary flexibility,” changing
commanding generals, for instance, until he
found “Ulysses Grant whom he supported."

of Orthodox Congregations in America, was j Genack raised the following tex- 
tasked with introducing Bill Clinton to a i tual riddle: Why, he wrote, 
group of Jewish Democrats at a New Jersey “does Jacob bequeath royalty to 
fundraiser. Genack doesn’t recall his exact I Judah and not Joseph, who is 
words at the event, but says that he “undoubt- perfect in every respect, does not 

.. ■ r* . . _ ” Dill i ic

. .._ . ..w ‘ ‘ . i Soloveitchik, who “suggested
the White House. “I left the very day my j that Judah is chosen for kingship 
little son Moishele’s bike was stolen,” he because he is able to admit a 

mistake. According to the Tal­
mud, Judah is chosen by God to 
be the forbear of the Davidic 
dynasty and the messiah when 
he admits to his relationship with 
Tamar (Genesis 28:26)... the 
name Judah is derived from the 
Hebrew ‘to admit.’”

The critical element of lead­
ership, Genack went on, is the

Arkansas, evidently liked what he heard. \ and magnanimity over Egypt?
After the election. Genack, an affable fa- | One possible answer, wrote 

ther of six, became a frequent guest at White Genack, was provided by the 
House events, one summer even traveling late theologian Rabbi Joseph 
directly from a Catskills bungalow colony to
t... _ T - - - ■ . ' .
little son Moishele’s bike was stolen,” he
recalls. “I remember how he stood with his
Barney under his arm and shouted, 'Abba,
don’t forget to tell the president about my
bike.’ I did. The president was going
through a rough time with the issues of
homosexuals in the military and health-care
reform. I told him, ‘Mr. President, there’s at
least one little boy in America who thinks
you’re omnipotent.’”

Genack is a personal friend — but has

1
Jil!r
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A SPECIAL SENSIBILITY:
From Hanukkah dreidl games at the White House 
to his Scripture-studded speeches, Clinton openly 
displays a remarkable warmth toward Jews

OR GENACK, THE INCIDENT RE- 
flects what is so special about Clinton’s 
relations to Jews: the openness, the deep 

personal investment, the religious foundation.
Genack prefaces his remarks on the sub­

ject of Clinton and the Jews by saying that 

where Jews are today. It simply could not 
have happened 30-40 years ago. As U.S. 
Jews approach the end of this century, they 
have reached a level of integration that is 
historic. Clinton reflects that.”

Indeed, other U.S. presidents have had 
their 15 minutes of fame in the Jewish com­
munity, mostly measured by their support of 
Israel. Harry Truman cast The Vote for Jew­
ish statehood in the U.N.; Nixon sent The 
Planes in the Yom Kippur War. Ronald 
Reagan was considered the great hope of 
wealthy conservative Jews, the man who, so 
goes the old Republican saw, will get Jews 
to quit “voting like Puerto Ricans while liv­
ing like Episcopalians.” But then there was 
the visit to the SS cemetery at Bitburg, the 
AWACS to Saudia Arabia and, more cru­
cially, his hand-picked successor George 
Bush’s unflattering comment about being 
one “lonely man on Capitol Hill against a 
thousand Jewish lobbyists.” And, admits 
one prominent Republican Jew, the Chris­
tian Right’s growing domination of the 
GOP has virtually finished off Republican 
appeal to Jews.

Clinton, however, has, in the eyes of 
many Jews both in the U.S. and Israel, 
stretched his 15 minutes into a spectacular 
six-year spree. He has close friendships with 
many Jews; regularly delivers emotional. 
Scripture-studded speeches to Jewish audi-

“like Lincoln, this president is totally devoid 
of prejudice or bias, simply a man who likes 
people, a real shmoozer, who sees the Di­
vine spark in each person. He’s a very tol­
erant human being.”

At the same time, Genack, like many 
close associates of Clinton, says he believes 
Clinton has a special sensibility for Jews 
unprecedented in a U.S. president. In this 
light, even perceived White House hostility 
to the Israeli government and Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s lack of enthusiasm for the 
peace process falls into perspective.

“You see his sensitivity on a policy level 
and an emotional level,” says Genack in his 
office in midtown Manhattan. Though the 
rabbi himself is more dovish on Israeli pol­
itics than many Orthodox Jews, he stresses: 
“Fact is, the president is not pressuring Is­
rael. I attended a dinner in February in a 
private home and the president talked about 
having sleepless nights over Israel. I don’t 
recall George Bush ever saying this.”

Prof. Gary Tobin, director of Brandeis 
University’s Cohen Center for Modem Jew­
ish Studies in San Francisco, puts it another 
way. “Bill Clinton,” he says, “is probably 
the first, openly warm, philo-Semitic pres­
ident in the White House. Other presidents 
have been supportive of Israel, have made 
Jewish appointments, but Clinton’s connec­
tion to Jews is a remarkable statement about 

w
A

w w

ARIEL JEROZOLIMSKI 

ficiently soothed or intrigued by Genack’s 
words to go back and read the scripture him­
self, discovering, to Genack’s embarrassed 
amusement, that the rabbi had erred: The 
reference to Tamar and Judah is in Genesis 
38, not 28, Clinton wrote to Genack.
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state elections are solidly behind Clinton. 
Strikingly, he has a particularly warm re­
lation even with those among the Orthodox 
community who are uncomfortable with the 
peace process he has sponsored. Nor has he 
been hurt by his refusal to adopt positions 
very popular among Jews — like freeing 
Israeli spy Jonathan Pollard, or moving the 
U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem.

◄ THE PRESIDENT S CIRCLE:
National Security Adviser Sandy Berger 
and the numerous other Jewish staffers 
could become a liability

< . *

LINTON’S JEWISH APPOINT- 
ments record is also revealing in its 
breadth. He has put two Jews — 

Stephen Breyer and Ruth Bader Ginsburg
— on the Supreme Court. At the peak, in 
1996, he had five Jewish cabinet members. 
He has unhesitatingly (some say as a de­
liberate counterpunch) dispatched Jewish 
ambassadors to hot spots around the globe, 
including Madeline Kunin to Switzerland
— where she promptly found her mother’s 
name, Renee May, on a list of dormant 
Swiss bank account holders — and Daniel 
Kurtzer to Cairo, where, as both the first 
Jew and the first Orthodox Jew to be United 
States ambassador to any Arab country, 
he’s encountered a wrath of Arab anti- 
Jewish prejudice. Most recently Jack Lew, 
also Orthodox, was tapped to be director of 
the Office Management and Budget.

There is also a sizable contingent of Jew­
ish women, many of whom started out with 
a Hillary connection, in the most senior ech­
elons of the White House, including Com­
munications Director Ann Lewis, White 
House Director of Public Policy Maria 
Echaveste (see box, page 32), and Lynn Cut­
ler, deputy director of White House inter­
governmental affairs. “I want to write a sto­
ry on the other Jewish women at the White

ences; beamingly lights Hanukkah candles 
in the White House; and has made three trips 
to Israel as president. And then there are the 
small, crucial gestures: He endorsed grant­
ing permanent residency in the U.S. to 
Union Bank of Switzerland security guard 
Christoph Meili, who stopped the shredding 
of Holocaust records; went jogging in an “I 
met [Israeli cancer-stricken teen] Yoni 
Dotan” T-shirt; is said to particularly cherish 
Hebrew-engraved gifts given to him by 
Jewish friends.

And in the Unforgettable Image depart­
ment, nothing can diminish the pathos of 
Clinton's “Shalom, Friend” eulogy for 
Yitzhak Rabin, which, historians say, will be 
quoted forever as part of his legacy to the 
Jewish people and Israel. “I don’t think the 
president has had a closer, more intimate 
relationship with a world leader than he had 
with Rabin,” says former AIPAC president 
and current Democratic National Commit­
tee chairman Steve Grossman.

Grossman recalls being an overnight guest 
in the White House in April 1995 when, at 2 
a.m., Clinton stood outside the Yellow Oval 
Room on the second floor of the White House 
and pointed to four gifts presented him to 
mark the Israel-Jordan peace treaty: from 
Ehud Olmert, Ezer Weizman, King Hussein 
and a tray engraved with a Psalm from Leah 
and Yitzhak Rabin. Clinton, says Grossman, 
“looked at the tray and said of Rabin: T ad­
mire that man, a great man, a hero. I so, so 
admire him.' I mean, it was two in the morn­
ing. There were no reporters there. He didn’t 
have to say anything."

The love is mutual. Despite their own 
internal divisions, America’s Jews support 
Clinton overwhelmingly: 84 percent voted 
for him in the last election. Political insiders

1
1

wt
House,” says Susan Weidman Schneider, 
editor of the Jewish feminist magazine 
Lilith, alluding to Monica Lewinsky.

And while Echaveste — who says she 
: often has to work Saturdays, but did get Yom 

Kippur off—says there is “no minyan at the 
White House or anything remotely resem- 

I bling that,” there are, in fact, more Jews 
■ working in key White House positions now 
j than ever before. Ira Forman, director of the 

National Jewish Democratic Council, tells of 
one Jewish staffer friend who balked at 

say that even Jews who vote Republican in i handling the White House Christmas dec­
orations but was told he had to do it “because, 
heck, everyone else here is Jewish, too.”

White House access has also changed 
dramatically in the Clinton years to include 
those not part of the Jewish Mt. Rushmore 
set. “Before this administration." says 
Ehrman, “if a Jewish group wanted access, 
it was through one avenue: Max Fisher," the 
auto-parts mogul and key Republican mach- 
er. “Under Clinton and Gore, there are 
countless avenues.” Both are extremely 
friendly with corporate American Jews (like 
Detroit Pistons owner and Federation hon­
cho David Hermelin, now serving as U.S. 
ambassador to Norway), who have, accord­
ing to insiders, reciprocated the president’s 
warmth by opening their wallets to the DNC 
as never before.

The Oval Office guest list has included, for 
instance, 85-year-old Rabbi Zelig Epstein, an 
ultra-Orthodox yeshivah head in Brooklyn, 
and his wife, who met privately with the pres­
ident prior to the 1996 election. Earlier, the 
vice president made a courtesy call to the 
Epsteins’ Boro Park home. Both visits were 
arranged by Brooklyn City Councilman and 
congressional hopeful Noach Dear, who is 
close to both Clinton and Gore, and, like 
Genack, dispatches Biblical missives to the 
president. “If Bill Clinton were Jewish,” says 
Dear, “he’d be a talmid hochom. The guy’s 
brilliant, forgets nothing."

Dear recalls that he persuaded Gore to 
visit Epstein, a revered sage in his ultra­
Orthodox neighborhood, after jokingly as­
suring the vice president that at least two 
politicans he knew had benefited by receiv­
ing blessings from rabbinic elders: New Jer-

I
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What message do you 
have for Israelis, 
anxious about their 
future in the
Middle East?

There is a sense 
among Jews that you 
have a real affection 
for Jewish people and 
Israel. What does this 
stem from?

Your "Shalom, haver ” 
eulogy touched the 
heart of all Israelis. 
Did you coin that? 
What was your 
inspiration?

first reaction when I heard the awful news that prime 
minister Rabin had died was, I’ve lost a friend. He was 

someone I looked up to and deeply admired, a man who had 
dedicated his life to defending Israel and gave his life in the 
pursuit of a lasting and secure peace. I wanted what I said to 
reflect the fact that I felt his loss not only as a leader losing a 
colleague, but as a man who had lost a real friend. And when 
someone is taken so suddenly, there is no real opportunity to say 
goodbye. “Shalom, haver” expressed what I wanted to say as a 
human being, not a president: a goodbye to my friend. 9

Two of my proudest moments as president were when 
my close friend prime minister Yitzhak Rabin and 

Chairman Arafat resolved to end their conflict on that brilliant 
day on the White House lawn, and the magnificent ceremony in 
the Arava, on the ground at the Patriarch’s Walk, when Israel 
and Jordan made peace after 46 years.

So, we know the desire for peace in the Middle East grows 
stronger and stronger. Yet, as we have seen, the circle of peace is 
not yet closed. The closer we come to achieving that peace, the 
more desperate and fanatical become the enemies of peace.

For that reason, a constant in the relationship between the 
United States and Israel has been our unwavering commitment 
to Israel’s security and well-being. Just as Israel is committed to 
taking risks for peace, our role is to help Israel minimize the 
risks of peace. This dual commitment is the only sure path to 
security for today’s citizens of Israel and their children.

What I want every Israeli citizen to know is that we must all 
continue to work for peace. The journey has been long, hard and 
frustrating. We can make the dream of a comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East a reality for all of our children. We can’t give 
up. We won’t give up. America will stand with you now and 
always. 9?

The Jerusalem Report's Netty Gross recently posed several questions to President Bill Clinton 
about his special relationship with the Jewish people and the Jewish state. While choosing not to discuss 
such issues as the role of the Bible in his life, Clinton did elaborate on the inspiration 
for his deep commitment to Israel:

I
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^Your struggle has
become our struggle9

'It Was God's Will'

f'
I have told the story before about visiting Israel with my 
wife before I became president, on a religious mission with 

my pastor. During the course of the trip, I formed a bond with my 
pastor. Later, when he became desperately ill, perhaps thinking that 
I might someday become president, he said more bluntly than any 
prime minister would, ‘If you abandon Israel, God will never 
forgive you.’ He said it was God’s will that Israel, the Biblical 
home of the people of Israel, continue forever and ever.

I, like all Americans of every faith, have through five 
decades shared Israel’s struggle to survive. In the character and 
history of the Jewish people, we admire your strength and ability 
to overcome adversity, enduring centuries of exile and perse­
cution, including, in this century, the Holocaust.

The people of the United States share an extraordinary bond 
with the people of Israel. Your struggle has become our struggle 
and we are proud to be partners in a process that we hope will 
bring a lasting and secure peace to the Middle East. 99
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from the great rabbinic authority, the Hafetz Clinton was Arkansas governor, she brought to overcome adversity." 
Haim, at age 3 in Polaodf'saved his life.” a Hebrew University-developed early- \ Where does this affec
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heavily Jewish. When she was a young 
lawyer working on the Hill during the

Where does this affection come from?
Bill Clinton is a white, Christian male 

from Arkansas — not the usual profile of

The DNC’s Grossman explains the lev­
eling factor at work as well: "Both he and 
Al Gore are of a generation where merit, 
not station in life, not someone’s last name 
or skin color, prevails. What’s true on Wall 
Street in terms of finding the best man for 
the job is also true in American politics.”

Still, this does not fully explain Clin­
ton’s Jewish enthusiasm. Ehrman dates

The vice president is so plugged in, says Dear, 
that “he jokes about how Jewish people are 
always asking, ‘Is it good for the Jews?”’

Sara Ehrman confirms that Clinton likes 
Orthodox rabbis. “He is very respectful of 
all clergy. But I think he likes the Orthodox 
because, simply, he recognizes them” — 
they look authentic. Ehrman escorted a 
group of rabbis to the Oval Office the day a 
light plane crashed on the White House 
lawn. In the shock, “they stood there with 
many Jewish members of the White House 
staff. Some people prayed. It was surreal.”

The “Jewish thing” is shared by Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, whose own staff is also

UT NO HANG-UPS ARE EVIDENT 
on the presidential level. On the con­
trary. In his interview with The Re­

port (see page 31), his attachment is clear: 
He speaks of “an extraordinary bond with 
the people of Israel” and of his “admiration

moved to Oxnard, California. From there, 
she went on to Stanford University, and law 
school at UC Berkeley.

In 1982, around the time Echaveste be­
came friendly with Hillary Clinton, through 
a shared interest in children’s rights, she al­
so met Stuart Schlein, a Jewish lawyer and 
Democratic activist from New York. “With­
in three weeks,” she recalls, “we were talk­
ing about getting married. He asked me to 
convert. I found myself in a crisis of faith. 
As a modem woman, I had a hard time with 
the Catholic Church, but I couldn’t quite 
take the plunge into Judaism. We agreed that 
I’d raise our children in the Jewish faith.”

But by 1989, though not yet married, 
Echaveste had a change of heart. “It 
occurred to me that if I was going to have 
Jewish children, I had better know what the 
religion was all about. I started taking 

berger Rebbe and went on to win his first
election; and Shimon Peres, who, Dear \ has brought her together with countless lib­

eral Jewish women. And in 1986, when for the Jewish people’s strength and ability

not a standard part of ' But his intellectual and emotional comity 
j with Jews is in part a generational issue, a

I
!

Gore, also a deeply religious Bible­
studying Christian, is Standardly mentioned

Clinton stood outside the Yellow Oval 
Room at 2 a.m. and said of Rabin: 
fI admire that man. Iso, so admire him.f

childhood education program to that state, |
pioneering its use in the U.S. She has told '

by Jews in the same breath as the president. Rabbi Genack that she would like to begin • an American with loads of Jewish friends.
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ARIA ECHAVESTE, 43, ASSIS- 
tant to the president and director 
for public liaison, sits at her West 

Wing desk. Whisking through conversa­
tions on her telephone headset, 
Echaveste, who manages a staff of 20, 
simultaneously sorts through faxes, 
opens mail, studies charts. Her office has 
two aims: to measure popularity of ad­
ministration policies and programs, and- 
to drum up support for the president’s 
initiatives.

Echaveste, who is known among in­
siders as the Jewish staffer with the most 
unusual background, jokes that she had 
her last cheeseburger “about 15 years ago” 
— when she was still Catholic.

The eldest of seven children, she was 
. bom in 1954 to poor Mexican migrant 

workers on a Texas farm; her family later 

studying Talmud -
Methodist practice.

All this presidential warmth toward Jews I function of being a baby-boomer "and hav- 
could become a liability. Arabs have repeat- \ ing done things,” says Lilith’s Schneider, 
edly complained that the United States has ; “that a lot of Jews do, like go to Yale Law 
not acted as an honest broker, citing, as an I School, attend civil rights demonstrations.” 

example, the number of U.S. diplomats with
key roles in the peace effort who are Jews or
have Jewish roots: Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright; Sandy Berger, the na­
tional security adviser; Martin Indyk, the as­
sistant secretary of state for Near Eastern 
affairs; Dennis Ross, Clinton’s special en­
voy to the Middle East, and Aaron Miller,
Ross’s assistant.

classes in Torah and history at (Manhat­
tan’s modem Orthodox) Lincoln Square 
Synagogue, among other places. By the 
end of my search... I wanted to convert.”

“What I love about Judaism,” she 
goes on, “is its inherent optimism. My 
feeling is that Judaism is about the pre­
sent, about this life, right now... As a Jew, 
it’s how you behave in this world, this 
life, which is most important.”

Echaveste sought an Orthodox con­
version. “I wanted my conversion to be 
accepted by everyone from Reform to 
Orthodox,” she says. “Also, I read 
Genesis and was struck by the fact that 
there really is a contract between God 
and the Jewish people. Perhaps the Or­
thodox aspect appealed to me because, as 
a lawyer, I respected the idea of contrac­
tual relationship.”

In 1991, Echaveste converted, mar­
ried Schlein and heard that Bill Clinton 
had declared his candidacy. She volun-

lawyci wuiKing on me run during tne 
sey Senator Frank Lautenberg who, says ' Watergate hearings, she lived for 11 months I 
Dear, received a blessing from the Klausen- with Sara Ehrman, forging a lasting friend- 

„ " " ’ ' 'Ta J ship. Hillary’s interest in children’s issues
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Clinton’s friendship with Jews back to Hot 
Springs. Arkansas, where he was bom and 

"These days in the U.S..’' confirms Prof. 
Tobin, "there is a great deal of reverence 
and respect for Judaism from perfectly ob­
servant, dedicated Christians."

1

W'

N A SUNLIT MORNING IN LATE 
February, leaders of the National 
Council of Jewish Women are stand­

ing in a chilly, windowless room in a 
Washington, D.C. hotel, waiting to greet 

> an as­
sembly of 700 in the adjacent ballroom. A 
door swings open and Clinton emerges, 
escorted by Ehrman, Ann Lewis. Maria 
Echaveste, Lynn Cutierand Debbie Mobile. 
White House liaison to the Jewish commu­
nity. It’s a powerful moment. All these 
women are Jewish. Clinton steps into the 
ballroom to a reception which is nothing 
short of overwhelming.

The president opens with a reassurance 
for those who “have relatives in Israel,” 
quotes Talmud (“Every blade of grass has an 
angel that bends over it and whispers, 
'Grow, grow’”), indulges a 14-month-old 
toddler who breaks loose from his mother’s 
arms and tries to clamber onto the podium. 
A year before, the mom, who had earlier 
undergone a “partial-birth abortion,” was 
part of a pro-choice delegation to the White 
House to thank the president for vetoing a 
bill to ban the procedure.

It’s the sort of position that conservative 
Jewish groups, like their Christian counter­
parts, do not support. In fact, there are many 
issues on which Jews do not agree. Most 
significant of those issues is Israel: The Jews 
with whom Clinton is so friendly are bitterly 
divided on the peace process — including 
the hawkish Orthodox Union colleagues of 
presidential pal Rabbi Genack. And that’s 
not the only argument. With public anger 
over Israel’s conversion law, and the equally 
vociferous debate over whether “pressure” 
on Israel is good or bad, there is no shortage 
of disputes in the Jewish community. Clin­
ton allows himself to joke about it. Leaning 
back in his swivel chair, scrunching up his 
nose, he once asked Ehrman in a syrupy 
Southern twang, “Sara, why you people al­
ways fightin’?” It was the kind of question 
that only the closest friend would allow 
himself to ask. •

A MARIA 
ECHAVESTE: 
‘The Clintons 
are both very 
spiritual people’

this misconception about Arkansas. Jews 
there are political junkies.”

And Clinton’sown religious beliefs, be­
lieves Ehrman/fiJve shaped his feelings for 
Jews. “He’s a Southern Baptist and be­
lieves the Jews are the people of the Book. 
He turns to the Bible
frequently for inspira­
tion, comfort, ideas; 
he always has. He 
loves preachers and 
the cadence of a good 
religious sermon.”

But Genack takes it 
further. There are im­
portant Jewish influ­
ences in the margins.
“The built-in Jewish
commitment to justice
and education,” he
says, ticking off a list.

never warmed to the Jewish community. 
According to Ira For- | 
man, “he had abso­
lutely no affinity, no 
natural closeness for 
Jews. It’s unclear why. 
I mean he was gover­
nor of the state of 
Georgia, which had a 
larger Jewish popu­
lation than Arkansas. 
It could have been his 
personality.”

Carter’s personali­
ty — and, perhaps, a 
parochial Christian 
view of the world, 
where everyone must 
be “saved.” In con- 
strast to Clinton’s
view, in Carter’s eyes 
there was no Jewish 
historic claim to the 
Land of Israel. Some 
Jewish Democratic 
activists go so far as to 
suggest that lurking in 
Carter’s psyche was 
the notion that both 
Jews and Arabs had 

sinned by rejecting Jesus, had to be ban­
ished, punished and ultimately redeemed 
and brought to peace by a great Christian 
leader like himself.

Clinton, says one non-Jewish friend 
who asked that he not be named, “is simply 
a different kind of Christian. He brings to 
the table a tremendous amount of respect 
for Judaism, a feeling that the older religion 
is on equal footing.”

If so, Clinton’s view reflects a shift in 
American Jewish-Christian relations.

(He turns to the Bible frequently 
for inspiration, comfort, ideas'

LONaTIMI FRIIND SARA IHRMAN

“Admiration for the fact that many Jews are 
self-made. Commiseration with the j 

ra|sed —thesitc.shc says of the first B'nai tragedies that have befallen the Jewish peo­
ple. Yes, of course, the Bible is a key thing, j 
And Jews,” adds Genack wryly, “do make !

tecrcd to woik t.u ihe

cainpaiL'ii. eventually f,. •-
beiu;' charged with fe
getting on: the I anno

vote. ..
The Clintons, re­

lates Echaveste, were stunned to learn of 
her conversion. “You did what, Maria?” 
she laughingly recalls them saying. 
“They are both very spiritual people who 
look at life through the prism of faith. I 
think the concept of conversion was hard 
for them to understand, but they were to­
tally intrigued.”

Echaveste, who visited Israel in 1993, 
does not believe that Clinton has any spe­
cial feeling for Jews.

His openness, she suggests, springs 
from his personality, “He’s a person who 
cares about making things better for peo­
ple, who learns about issues in a funda­
mental wav.” •

N.C.G.

B'rith TB sanitarium. “So from the time he 
was in diapers, he’s known Jews; his pe- ........ .. ,
diatrician was Jewish. And people have j an appearance or two in the Book.”
•i .... . | A comparison between Clinton and

| Jimmy Carter, another intensely religious.
Southern Bible-thumping president, helps
illuminate the bond. Though Carter engi­
neered the Israel-Egypt peace treaty, he j President Clinton, who will address
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