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1515 BROADWAY NEW YORK NY 10036-5797 TELEPHONE (212) B46-7880 FAX (2)2) B46-6721 JOHN SYKES eacsioent

MUSIC FIRST

April 16, 1998

President William J. Clinton e e B
The White House, West Wing J5 MAY 4 axd 58
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

Dear Mr. President,

It was nice to see you again on Monday at the White House. | can't tell you how thankful | am
that vou took the time on Monday to present your saxephone to our'VH1 Save the Music
campaign. We aired the saxophone presentation during our Divas Live concert to benefit VH1
Save the Music on Tuesday evening and the response was incredible. Besides the viewers
watching in our 61 million U.S. television homes, the live audience at the Beacon Theater in
New York included many of your friends like Peter Jennings, Ray Chambers, Sumner

Redstone, and Kathie Berlin.

Mr. President, you are a man of your word. From the day we spoke about VH1 Save the Music
over a year ago, you, the First Lady, and your staff have supported us every step of the way.
Monday’s saxophone presentation gives our initiative tremendous momentum, sending an
important message to America about your commitment to music education and the future of our
nation’s children.

I'll keep you up to date on the success of the VH1 Save the Music national campaign. This
year's initiative will add hundreds of new music programs to our public schools affecting millions
of elementary school children. Regardless of our success this year, we'll continue to build the
program over the coming years.

As you requested from me on Monday, I'm sending along a video copy of Tuesday’s concert.
Mariah Carey, Celine Dion, Gloria Estefan, Aretha Franklin, Shania Twain, and Carole King all
gave great live performances, but | must say your presentation was the highlight of the evening.
I'm also sending a copy to the First Lady.

ain, thanklyou Mr. President for all of your help, and | hope to see you soon.
7
fesf regardy,
M —

JS/nmb

P.S.— Don't forget to take the Miles Davis collection on your trip to China. The collection
includes some great saxophone moments by Wayne Shorter.
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Dear Mr. Prcsident;

A little more than one month ago, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously that the Harbor
Maintenance Tax (HM'1) is unconstitutional, jcopardizing the critical harbor maintenance work
for our nation’s parts. Congress must now tackle the difficult task of dcveloping a fair and
equitable mechanism to replace the now, unconstitutional tax so that the federal govemment can
continue the critical work necessary to kcep our nation’s ports functioning.

When the Congress last tackled this issue in 1986, J. Ron Brinson (then President of the
American Association of Port Authorities, and now Chicf Executive Qfficer at thc Port of New
Orleans) played an important role in the shipping industry s effort to structurc a funding solution
for the nation’s harbor maintenance program. (See attached news article from the April 27. 1998
1ssue of the Journal of Commerce.)

As the Administration and the Congress prepares to address the issuc of harbor
maintenance once again, [ believe Mr. Bnnson is ideally suited (o assist you and the
congressional Icadership in developing a public/private dialoguc involving the diverse intcrests
in the port and shipping industries.

Mr. President, you had the opportunity to mcct Mr. Brinson and work with him at least
twice during your Administration — first, when you kicked ofT your campaign for ratification ot
NAFTA at the Port of New Orleans in 1993, and then again when you dedicated the Nashville
Avenue Wharf B in 1996. I hope that you will ask Mr. Brinson to Icad an shipping and port
industry task force that is charged with the task of crafling a fair, equitable and viable solution
for the future funding of the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund.

Thank you for your consideration of this suggestion.

Sinccrely,

C

Wlj:jel

PRINTED ON KECYCLED PARCR

































HEALING AMERICA

Telluride's was just one of the “Gatherings” around the country to heal America.
Most have been led by White Ministers asking forgiveness of our “First Americans” for
their genocide (over 10 million), stealing most their lands and misinterpreting their
religion. Instead of a crying session, the founder, Eugene Naranjo, wanted to do it the
Indian Way-- “A joyful celebration of unity for the benefit of all our children”. Next came
our Navajo.

We're definitely in a “quickening”! In January '98, the Canadian Government
apologized to their Native Peoples for their abuses and awarded them $250 million
towards a healing! Newt Gingrich then made a personal commitment to the Navajo
President to reform BIA and Health Services, as a start toward America's. In turn, the
formerly oppressed--Indians, Women and Black Athletes and mixed bloods, like Tiger
Wood, are giving our Economy new vitality. May ‘97 “Time Magazine” called the
“Enchantment of Pow wow dancing, one of America’s biggest draws!”

EDUCATION

To provide a solid foundation for these unifying events, Alden and | collaborat-
ed on this 65 page "Bridge of Understanding", to make up for the truth we missed in
schools. Many Nations now educate on the Internet. Added to “Native American
Studies” in Universities, we Anglos are getting exposed to the Wisdom we lost, to use
knowledge, especially technology, more responsibly. It's also turning prejudice into
“awe” and appreciation. “Kids are key to our survival” and need to hear Native Voices.
Hire them to take youngsters on hikes to “feel” their reverence for Mother Earth, like 6
yr olds in Sweden and Telluride’s schools. Our Brownies are selling cookies to pay a
Navajo Sheepherder to give them a Native American Experience. The Good
Shepherd, Ron Garnanez, donated his time to share his “Walks in Beauty” Culture to
help our program survive and thrive!

Drawn to Telluride in ‘95, here’s the story that moved me to tears & made
me understand the far-reaching effects of our ancestors, to do something!
UTE HISTORY

“For a Millennium, the Ute Nation, especially the Uncompahgre Band, (“People
of the Red Springs”™), enjoyed living at One with Nature in the Telluride Valley, hunting
abundant game, fishing in pristine waters. We traded with the Spanish, who gave us
the 'Sacred Dog' (horse). Kids gathered herbs and berries, learned survival skills and
went on vision quests to find courage and their purpose here. At the base of Mt Wilson,
our ancestors performed ceremonies, honoring the Spirits, Earth, Her plants and
animals who nurtured us. When the snows came, they moved to warmer climates,
giving Nature a chance to renew Herself,” Described historian Alden, “In a spiritual
way, women set up camp, tanned hides and created clothing, teepees and jewelry,
transforming everyday life into timeless treasure”, C.J. Brafford director Montrose Ute
Museum. Rancher Marvin Schmidt recalled how his great great grandfather had de-
lightful talks with their great Peacemakers, Chief Ouray and his beloved wife Chipeta.

Over a century ago that harmony ended, when the discovery of gold brought
ignorance-driven prejudice, greed and abuse of Nature and our beautiful Utes, whom
we didn't understand because they were at a higher level of consciousness. Their
eviction was a conspiracy between government, miners, settlers, and a Denver



newspaper that taunted their hearts with headlines. “Utes Must Go!" (award-winning
Discovery Channel film). Triggered by Indian Agent Nathan Meeker who threatened to
kill all their horses to make them farmers, (like threatening Telluriders to ban skiing),
The Uncompahgres, along with the White River Utes, were herded by Buffalo Soldiers
300 miles on foot to the Utah desert near Fort Duchesne. “Out of the 10 treaties we
made with the US Government, the only part they honored was taking the land and
removing our people”, said Alden. "We belong to that land. It is where our history and
our hearts are," said Chipeta's descendent, Roland McCook, now Vice Chairman of
Utah's Northern Utes. Similar stories happened to communities across America. The
Utes, like the rest of our First Peoples, were friends to our explorers and settlers until
we exploited them. Had we been honorable, we wouldn'’t be in this eco crisis!
GIFTS OF OUR FIRST AMERICANS!

The Utes we removed from our “Shining Mountains” were the same First
Americans, who out of friendship, taught us survival skills starting with Columbus.
“Over the past 30,000 years this ‘Old World' has been our home”, said Alden. “Colum-
bus thought it was a ‘New World' because of their brilliant management skills”, said
former Forest Dept employee, Alex Brunette, (a new generation of Anglos who is “very
concerned that self serving Paper Companies assisted by politicians and Forest
Departments, are dangerously selling off our trees.”) Our First Peoples developed
much of the medicines, cotton and dyes the world enjoys, in addition to vegetables,
like corn from prairie grass. They were the model of Modern Democracy, Ecology
and “psychologically healthy people,” according to Carl Jung. They saved George
Washington’s troops from freezing at Valley Forge, and since the Revolutionary War,
have given more children proportionately to the military to protect our Land, than any
other race. The NavajJo Code Talkers changed the tide of victory in the Pacific in
WWII. Every Pow wow honors our Vets and flag. So considering how much our Na-
tives gave, they wondered why we turned and stole their land and commit genocide...

SHARING

Like my ancestors, | was a typical American ignorant of their great contributions
and values before meeting Rollingbears. Our souls were stirred by Indians, but our
schools never explained why. Like most Anglo parents, mine were starved of heart-
nurturing skills, never teaching me the harmonious possibilities of sharing and coop-
eration over competition. Winning, technology and money were supposed to make us
happy. Not! Luckily, after skiing in the ‘68 Olympics, | was asked to join Vice President
Humphrey's Sports Team to give clinics in the ghettos to prevent the riots that burned
150 cities, for lack of nurturing, compassion and shared abundance. | experienced the
real "Olympic high"— giving back, which gave my life richer meaning! Turns out
that the weathiest 3% of the world are only slightly happier than the poorest (“Bottom
Line”). “The happiest have a higher purpose and get spiritual ‘highs’ on dance, sports
Arts & Nature, like Tribal Peoples.” (Jung). Scientists say, “these Native values (‘taking
only what we need’) are the model for survival into the 21st Century." One American
child creates as much garbage and uses the energy of 30 Third World kids. Many have
felt a “quickening” to help set things right. Princess Dlana and Mother Theresa's
deaths were a wake up call to be more “womb-like”, as Christ said. Natives, Women
and more Anglo men (like Turner & Gates) are making “compassion in fashion” today!

OUR EXCHANGE
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SPIRITUALITY & WISDOM OF MOVEMENT
The fact that Ben and other Natives have body, heart and spirit balance. make them
extra valuable in Washington. Thanks to Bears giving me Maud Williams' “Growing
Straight”, we know their science of fitness, predates Atlantis. The Ancients’ passion for
dance, sports, Arts and Nature was key to their sensitivity that honored Nature and our
feminine nurturing side. (I saw hiroglyphs of Pharaohs & and Queens doing yoga so
that with the help of herbs, they could astral travel forward and back in time to make
wise decisions, like some tribal folks. Plus the Pharaoh had to do a running race to
keep his job. | gave all this research to Bill and Hillary to push for Physical Education
back in the schools.) As in many of the great religions of the world, some American
Indian tribes have 4 day runs without food or water to purify and put themselves in an
etheric zone to commune with Creator. Jesus walked in the desert for 40 days without
food and water in order to purify to have a great talk with his Father.

ANCIENT GREEK COMPARISONS

There seems to be a definite connection between the Olympics, athletes, Indigenous
Peoples, ethics, nurturing societies and Nature. Athletes spend more time connecting
with their divine Voices of creativity in Nature and develop a kinship with wisdom
Mother Earth and the Great Spirit. Sweating out the toxins and society’s influences,
their purer spirits and death defying courage is an inspiration to the masses. like Ali,
they can be Shamans of unity and meaning in society. The Greeks knew this, and
made a concerted effort to nurture athletes as role models of ethics in society. To
compete in the Ancient Olympics an athlete had to appear before a board of Elders to
prove that he had body, mind and spirit balance. Winners of the Olympic Laurels
received funding equivalent to a high ranking official, but it was all taken away if they
misused their position. (There were also Women's Games & the equal Spartan
Games.) Presently we vassilate from the purer Greek philosophy to the Roman, where
athletes were often corrupted.. And so has gone society, because people need
wholesome role models. Having a gift for finding “Brains™ with “Hearts”, AAU President
Jack Kelly and | started the World Sports Foundation, finding allies who helped bring
back the ethics of the Ancient Games to the Modern that was in jeopardy from the
scandals of under the table corruption. Chief advisors were Bill Bradley, the Olympic
Basketballl Senator, who did a paper on the Ancient Games as a Rhodes Scholar,
Muhammad Ali, (who told Rollingbears and me he only trusts Natives), his lawyer, Bob
Arum, IOC Vice President Willy Daume, GAIF President, Tom Keller and “New York
Times” writer Bill Wallace. Realizing our Natives carried on the ethics of the Ancient
Greeks into Modern Times, Bradley became a champion of Native Americans. He
sponsored a bill to rightfully return the treatied South Dakota lands to the Lakotas, and
joined Clinton in protecting Utah lands from strip mining for our children. Like the
Canadian Government, Bradley believes we should make amends for breaking almost
every Native treaty, as well as Laws of Nature.

SKIERS & Other ATHLETES IN WASHINGTON
Because of their deeper bonding with Mother Nature, skiers and other athletes in
Washington over the last 30 years, have been the nurturing visionaries, as well as
champions of women and minorities. We thank you Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy,
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CITY YEAR
315 E. COMMERCE, STE. 301
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78205

‘The Honorable William 9. Clinton
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