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there is any substance to it at
all. Ithink itis all sound with
no fury.

It is amazing that in spite of
the big talk about his initia-
tive for Africa, there is no
where on the agenda where
Clinton will talk about the
condition of our people in
the diaspora in the U.S.A.
Charity, as the saying goes,
beginsathome.There s also
an African saying that “if some-
one promtses you a dress, you
must look at the one he or
she is wearing before you be-
gin to say thank you™.

ere is no better way
of judging which
dress Clinton is

wearing than to ask after our
brothers and sisters who are
his compatriots? The major-
ity of them when they vote
(since the historic defection
from the GOP) they vote for
the Democratic Party. And in
the last two elections which
he won, they were solidly be-
hind him.

His administration, espe-
cially in hissecond term, has
made visible appointments of
African-Americans and other
ethnic minorities into high
office. One of them | am par-
ticularly happy about is Susan
Rice, the Assistant Secretary
of State for Africa. She was a
fellow Rhodes scholar and
contemporary up at Oxford.
There is also Mzee Carson, the
former U.S. Ambassador to
Uganda who is now Deputy
Undersecretary of State.

A query for
President

People like the late Ron
Brown.

Even the perpetual candi-
date, Jesse Jackson, is now a
roving ambassador for
Clinton’'s administration.
Never since the administra-
tion of Jimmy Carter in the
1970s has African-Americans
been appointed into promi-
nent offices like these.

This is why I want to share
with Clinton some parts of a
letter from a brother, Kafele
Alemayehu, who wrote from
the U.S.A. asking:

Isittrue thatone out of ev-
ery four African-American
young men in the U.S. isin
prison, probation bythe court
or parole from prison? Is it
true that African churches
were burned to the ground
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and there has been no con-
clusive investigation by the
combined security up to
date? Is it true that the U.S.
paid its Japanese citizens
$30,000 each as compensa-
tion for their internment dur-
ing the Second World War? If
so, why is he dragging his feet
on slavery?

Is it true that people of Af-
rican origin die more from
common diseases than any
other racial group? Is it true
that the U.S.A. has more
people in prison than any
other country in the world
and that a disproportionate
percentage of these, especially
those on the “death row" (like
Mumia Abu Jamal) are of Af-
rican origin?

s it true that there are

ImanyAfrican-American

political prisoners in
Americawhose political cases
are criminalised in order to
keep them in prison? What
aboutthe allegations thatsec-
tions of the U.S. Security Ser-
vices (as it came out in the
Iran-Contra affair) are be-
hind the drugsand violence
in black communities?

There are so many other
questions which one would
like Clinton to address but a
principled response to the
above will provide a reason-
able basis for a deepening en-
gagement between our
peoples.

Too often, western leaders
and their brainwashed citi-
zens take itupon themselves
to lecture other people on
how to solve their problems.
The assumption is that they

have the solutions since they
have solved all problems in
their societies. We need to
correct this ideological mis-
take if the peoples of the
world hope to move to a
higher level of humanity.

I will be the first person to
admit that Clinton did not
create these problems; but
we would like to know what
he is doing about them. He
cannot be keeping our broth-
ers and sisters who are his citi- .
zens in structured violence,
despondency, poverty and in-
equality while at the same
time promising a new deal for
Africa.

I remember that last year

he apologised for . inhu-
man and racist T ce ex-
perimentthatusec -k men

as guinea pigs to study the ef-
fects of syphilis if left un-
treated. They were denied
treatment even though peni-
cillin became available to
other sufferers.

pologies cannot
erase such wrongs.
There are too many

horrible scars from our link-
age to the U.S. structure of
power that we cannot take
anything from his country at
face value.

I understand he isstill con-
sidering whether to apologise
for the role of America in sla-
very or not. Thisis not a ques-
tion of “sorry” alone. It de-
mands remorse, compensa-
tion, atonement and repara-
tion. Clinton needs to
prioritise inner city projects
to rejuvenate those blighted
black communities.

He needs to make a re-
newed commitment to Afri-
can-Americans trapped in the
vicious circle of violence and
poverty as a first step (at
home). Then (abroad) issues
like debt relief, cancellation
of debt, a special recovery
programme for Africa, etc,
will become not just a tacti-
cal carrot thrown at a cluster
of new client states in Africa
but part of the general
programme of reparatior
for the wrongs done to thi;
continent and her peoples
both at home and in the
diaspora.

The uniter is General-Searetary
of the Pan Afnican Movement,
Kumpala office
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REMARKS OF AL FROM
President, Deimocratic Leadership Council
Democratic Nucleus Club
Phocnix, Arizona
April 20, 1998

I'd like to takc a few minutes to talk to you about the New Democrat movemant — about who
we are and what we stand for -- about what we have accomplished -- about the new chal’enges we
fuce and what we need to do to meet them -- and about why it is so important we succccd.

In 19885, a small'band of Ncw Democrats — including a young Governor from Arkansas and
a freshman Senator from Tennessce — (ormed the Democratic Leadership Council to reverse our
party’s fortuncs in Presidential elections and build a ncw Democratic majority in national politics.

Today. the Democratic Leadership Council is at the intellectual and political cer.ter of the
New Dcmocrat movement.  We devclop and promote policy ideas ~ and we shape political
strategics. We have a small affiliated think 1ank, a magazine, and a network of elected Democrats,
party and civic lcaders, and policy entreprencurs across the country. Over the next two years, we will
be Jdeveloping policy ideas for the ycar 2000 and building a network of the next gencration of
Demuocratic leadzrs across the country. Thope you will help us shapc thatncw agenda and build that
network.

New Derocrats are the modemizers of the progressive tradition in American politics. We
believe in the traditional values that have always propelled the Democratic Party. But we're New
Democrats becanse we that the best way to further thosc valucs in a ncw cra 1S to modcrnize out
policies and programs so thcy keep up with the changing times.

The core principles that animatc thc Ncw Democrat movement are grounded in the most
fundamental values of the Democratic Party. Here are our core belicfs.

We believe in equal opportunity (or and special privilege for none. That has been the
animating principle of the Democratic Party since the days of Andrew Jackson. We are the party of
upward mobility. We believe that social and economic progress are built on the talents and cfforts
of all Americans, not just thc wealthy elites. That's why we disagrec with the Republicans.

We belicve that economic growth is the prercquisite for opportunity for all and that the
private sector, not government, is the primary enginc for cconomic growth. That's why we support
pulicies like fiscal discipline, expandcd trade. and investment in rescarch and development «nd
human capital -- policies that foster private sector growth.
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We be’icve in tolerance and inclusion. We are proud of our heritage as the Party that helped
tens of millior.s of inmugrants--including my father--work their way into the social and ecor.omic
mainstrcam. We are the party of civil rights and cqual nghts.

We be'icve in the values that most Americans belicve in -- work, family, responsibility.
individual libenty, faith, and tolerance.

We bclieve in community--that we arc all in this togcther, and that we can only achieve our
individual destinies if we share a common commitment to our national destiny.

We belicve in an cthic of mutual responsibility--that government should create opportur:ities
for ordinary citizens and citizens should give something back to thc commonwealth. We reject the
right's cthic of cvery man for himsclf and the left's ethic of somcthing for nothing. We arc proudly
the party of the GI Bill, the Peace Corps and Amencorps.

We believe that America has a spccial responsibility to lead the world by example and by
diplomacy tow.tds political and economic freedom.

We belizve that the most important challenge lo ourrole in the world today is to continuc and
strengthen America’s leadership in the global economy, showing the world that freedom can work

to our mutual b2nefit-- and that peaceful compctition can lift the standard of living in cvery corner
of the globe.

We belizve in aclivist government, that government can and should play @ positive role 1n
national life. We rccognize that government is no alien institution--it is the agent of our collective
will, and our instrument for helping Americans help themselves and each other.

We belicve that government must equip peoplc with the tools 1o solve their own problems.
Wc believe govemment today must be modernized constantly to deal with the fast changing
circumstances of the Information Age. We believe as Franklin Roosevelt did that "new conditions
impose new requirements on government and those who conduct government.”

In sum, New Democrats stand for an amalgam of traditional Democratic values and mocern
means. Our ecnduring purposc is equal opportunity for all, special privilege for none. Our public
ethic 1s mutual responsibility. Our core valuc is community. And our modern means is an
empowering government that equips people with the tools they nced to get ahead. As you've heard

President Clinton say many limes, our fonnula is opportunity, responsibility, community and
empowering government.

That New Democrat philosophy has brought us a long way.

In 198S, most political observcers belicved that a Democrat would not be elected President
in this century, but ncw Democrat Bill Clinton not only won the Whitc House, he became the first
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Democrat o be re-elected to second term since Franklin Roosevelt, 60 years befor: -- and beeame
the first Democrat to carry Arizona in 48 years.

That political success 1s no accident. It is the result of hard work in forums across the
country to develop innovative idcas that eamn public support — because they arc all grounded in New
Democratic principles and because they work.

[deas lik: fiscal disciplinc, expanded trade. the earned income tax credit, wellure reform,
community policing, charter schools, market incentives for cnvironmental protection, national
service, re-inventing government, and so many more. Ideas that many Democrats once viewed
heretical that now are at the corc of what our party stands for.

As President Clinton has put those idess into place, we arc changing the perception of the

Democratic Party, and by doing so, are laying the foundation for building a ncw Dcmucratic: majority
for the 21" century.

Just think how much political turf we’ve occupied because of new Democrat ideas - turf that
thruughout the past quarter century the Republicans often claimed as their own.

For more than a decade, Democrats were denied the White House, in large part, because the
American peopl: lost faith in our ability (0 manage the national economy. Now, under a New
Democrat President, most Americans are enjoying the gyeatest prosperity of our lifetimes — and our
party's competency to manage the national cconomy is no longer in question.

Throughout the 1980s, Democrats were saddled with Ronald Reagan''s label of tax and spend.
But a New Democrat President has delivered the first balanced budget in three decades.  New
Democrats stand [or fiscal discipline.

In the 1980s, Democrats were on the verge of becoming a protectionist party. The debate
over expanded traded is not over - the fast track debate showed that - but a New Demiocrat President
has made America thc most competitive economy inthe world. A New Democrat President put into
place NAITA, GATT, most favored nation status for China, and hundreds of tradc agrcements
around the globc.

For a quacter century, Democrats have been accused of tuking money from people who work
to give it 1o people who don’t. Buta New Democrat President has ended welfare as we kricw it and
is going about replacing it with a work system. Under Democratic leadership, neatly four million
Americans have movexl from welfare to work.

Ever since 1968, Democrats were accused of being soft on crime. And, indeed, in our 1980
platform, we devoted more space to police brutality than to public safety. But now with sensible,
progressive ideas like community policing, under the Icadcrship of a New Democrat President,
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crime has dropped in ncarly every major city in our country. Now New Democrats stund for

preventing crime and punishing criminals, not caxplaining away their behavior.,

In thut sume 1980 platform, the word responsibility never appeared. not once. But with ideas
likc welfare refurm and national service, a New Demacrat President has made respansibility - both
personal and civic responsibility - a core principle of the New Democrat message.

As long as I can remember Democrats have been pilloricd as the party of big government.
We never mel a program we didn’t like, our critics railed. But led by the Vice President’s re-
inventing goverament efforts, a New Democrat Administration has rcduced the sizc of the federal
work force to the smallest its been since the Kennedy Adrninistration.  And, as a percentage of all
workers, the federal workforce is smaller today than at any time since before [Franklin Roosevelr.

We have accomplished all that becausc New Democrat idcas work. But we canriot rest on
our laurels. Now with that foundation in placc, it’s time to get on with our ncxt challenge - to build
our new majorily -- the second great goal thc DLC set out to accomplish in 1985.

To do that, we need to mcet two new challenges. First, we have to develop the next
generation of New Democrat ideas -- ideas for mecting the biggest challcnges our countyy faces at
the dawn of a ncw century.  And, second, we need © lift our new Democrat effort into a new phase
— a phase auncd at building a truc new Democrat political movement.

[ belicve American faces four big national challenges.

First, we need to cquip all Americans to succecd in the new economy. The new economy of
the infortnation age requircs ever more educated and skilled workers. And, as our economy changes,
we simply cannot afford (o leave anyone behind.  We need to expand the winner’s cirzle. That
means we necd to redesign the social compact of the industrial cra -- we need to build a world class
education system, institute a system of lifetime learning, thoroughly revamp our training systcm with
ideas like the GI Bill for America’s workers, and assurc benefits like health carc and pensions are
portable.

Second, wc need to build that world class public education systcm. We need a public
cducation systera that is safe for students and teachers. We need a system that demunds high
standards and ernforces those standards with testing and an end to social promotions. We need a
system that offers parents a choice of where to send there kids in the public system, through chuwter
schools, not voushers. And, we need a system that holds everyonc in it -- students, tcachers, and
administrators -- accountable for their pcrforance.

Third, we nced to modemizc the big entitlement programs -- social security and mmcdicare.
We need o honor our commitment to provide retirement and hcalth security to older Americans.
But we cannot henor those commitments if we run those programs into bankruptey -- or if we spend
so much on prescrving social sccurity and mcdicare that we don’t have the resources to invest in
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improving education and making the public investments nccessary to assurc a growing economy.
Simply put we nced to bring social security and mcdicarc into linc with the demographic and
resource realitics of the 21st century.

Finally, we nced to break the cycle of inncr city poverty. Mecting that challenge is the key
to vur commilment to equal opportunity and upward mobility -- and it is at the moral core of what
our party has always stood for. Now i$ a time for a new urban agenda - that builds on welfurc
reform, empowerment zones and a host of other initiatives this Administration has initisled. We
need to develop wealth creating capacitics in our inner cities, and we need 1o increasc the home
owncrship in poor neighborhoods. A successful empowcrment agenda can also become an
important weapon in dealing with America’s persistent racial tension.

We don't have all the answers. We need your help in shaping practical solutions that work.
That's why I hopc many of you will become part of our nctwork.

And, let me suggest a place we can stan o work together. On Junc 4 and S, in Washingzon,
the DL.C will spansor our sccond national conversation. Elected Democrats and civic Icaders from
across Amecrica will discuss how to replicate the President’s success at the Congressional and state
and local levels and how to tackle the major challenges I just outlined. I hopc many of you will join
us.

Now a word about our sccond challenge -- building that network of the next gencration of
Democratic leadcers.

Wc have defied the odds by electing a New Democrat president. We have shown that by
govciming as a New Democrat, a Democratic President can be re-elected. And we've established the
new rcality of American politics —~ that New Democrats beat Republicans. The problem is that
Republicans sull usually beat old Democrats.

That's why wc need to swell the ranks of new Democrats — so that the Democratic Party is
a new Democratic party from the courthouse to the Statchouse to the Whitc House -- so when the
Anerican pcople go to the polls, they'll always have a new Democrat to votc for.

Not surprisingly, most rank and file Democrats already embracc the New Democrit point of
view. Our polling makes that quite clear. But too much of the party's infrastructure -- including
many of thc organized interest groups who provide money and cnergy in so many campaigns --
would really like us to go back to the messages that the American pcople consistently rejecied before
the New Dcmocrats came along. Wc can't do that it wc hope to be a majority paty again. Our
candidates nced to be free 10 deliver the New Democrat message — the message that best connects
with the political marketplace - without having to fear repercussions from groups whose support
they need 10 win.
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The bettom linc is this: we need to build a new 21st century political infrastructurc -- a new

information based political network, if you will -- that will help. not hinder, our candid:-tes who run
on the Ncw Democral message.

| We car. dothat. And.the DLC, is expending considerable cnergy 10 find tomorrow's leaders
in our partly and to build that nctwork. We want you to be part of that nctwork.

Now let me conclude why 1 believe it is so important that we succecd.

The stakes are cnormous. Control of American politics is up for grabs as ncver before.
Neither party has a governing majority at any level of government. And, if we want progressive
government o prevail at the beginning of the next century, we nced to build a New Democrat
majority that can assure it.

Because it has lost conurol of its fanatical extreme right wing, the Republican Party has been
unable to convert its 1994 victory into a national governing majority. But they still have the
momentum in the statcs and in Congress.

We necd to be honest about the state of our party. We own the Whitc Housce, but we don't
contro] either House of Congress, and we occupy only 17 governorships and control only about half
of the state legislative houses.

The next two clections will probably determine the shupe of American politics well inte the
nextcentury. While we need to remain optimistic, if historical trends hold, we cannot expect major
changes this year. If, in the ycar 2000, Rcpublicans rctain control of Congress and win back the
White House, then their drive to dismantle progressive government will gain new momer.tum - and
thc Democrats won't be in a position to stop them.

Atthe state level, the nextiwo elcctions are even more important. Today. therc are 26 statcs
in which a change of six scats would change control of a lcgislative chamber. These states will
control apportionment of 301 Congressional districts aftcr the census of 2000. And, how they are
apportionied will say a lot about which party controls Congress in the first dccade of the next century.

If we want o stop the Republican surge, we should takc a long look at the onc level of
American politics in which Democrats are building a strong advantage: the presidential level, where
the New Democratic philosophy is creating a new, growing coalition of Amcricans supporting
progressive policies.

For the first time since the 1970s, the Democratic electorate in presidential elections is
growing, not shrinking. We're oncc again the party of young pcople. We oncc again rcpresent
immigrants. We once again represcnt young familics who don't look to government to solve thcir
problems, but dc ask that government help them become better parents and citizens.






























