





























are useless unless acted upon, and I intend to do so. Every child should have a dream or two in their
heart and it shouldn’t matter how much money one may have nor the color of one’s skin, but what
should matter Mr. President is whether or not that child has the opportunity to make their dream/s
a reality.

[ know I have already taken up so much of your time and I apologize, but if I didn’t believe
within my heart that we are in a state of emergency with our youth, 1 would have never sent you this
letter. [ know this letter probably makes no sense at all and jumps from topic to topic, but I just sat
and wrote to you from my heart, so please excuse any and everything that [ wrote. I know we can
decrease and eliminate the startling statistics about our youth. [ come to you for help not only as Co-
Chair, but also as a concerned parent. [ have a seven year old daughter growing up in this world,
and it scares me sometimes, but as long as Al and I teach her what we were taught, it helps. Thanks
so very much for all that you have done and I wish you and yours much continued love, happiness
and success!

Very Sincerely,

orence Gri Joyner 7 ‘
"Flo-Jo"

Co-Chair- President’s Council On Physical Fitness & Sports

P.S. For future reference please use the following address and telephone number so that [ can be
sure to receive any correspondence that may be sent to me. I have had some delayed problems being
contacted through the council and prefer to be contacted through the address and numbers below.

Florence Joyner

22525 Bluejay

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

(714) 859-6224 home

(714) 859-4042 fax



THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
of the

CITY OF FALLS CHURCH

300 Park Avenue - Falls Church, Virginia 22046

April 27, 1998

President William J. Clinton
White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Sir:

The City of Falls Church invites you to help us on May 9 to celebrate the 127th anniversary of the
first aeral reconnaissance in American milisary history. This was undertaken at Taylor's Tavern
(now Seven Cormers in Falls Church) by Thaddeus S. C. Lowe in the balloon Enterprise on June
24, 1861 (see attachment 1, an excerpt from the regional brochure on the Northern Virginia Civil
War Trails). Prior to this reconnaissance, on June 18, Lowe had made a demonstration ascent from
the Smithsonian Mall, and an accompanying telegrapher sent a telegram to President Lincoln, the
first such message ever from an aerial station.

The living history demonstrations at Falls Church on May 9 will include reenactors from the
Headquarters Signal Detachment of the Union armz working cooperatively with the American
Morse Telegraph Club.They propose to transmit a hard-wire telegram from a balloon to you at the
White House where it could be received and possibly answered by Club members (see draft texts
in attachment 2). This would replicate and celebrate Lowe's original telegram from his balloon.

Your cooperation with this celebratory event is earnestly requested, and definitive guidance is
sought from the White House for such cooperation (see attachment 3). If Mayor Alan Brangman or
any other City official can help to expedite this request in any way, please call the Office of the City
Manager (703-241-5004).

Sincerely yours,
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Maurice J. Terman
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consequences of the principle of entropy have extended
well beyond engineers for at least a century. Ralph W.
Emerson: "Nature never gives anything to anyone;
everything i1s sold. It is only in the abstractions of
ideals that choice comes without consequences."™ The
market place has always incorporated energy "heat
avallability" along with versatility and cleanliness as
determinants of market price.

- He proports to dispell a "myth" that living systems
violate the second law. That "myth" was dispelled before
his grandfather was born. He states that "...no molecule
in your face will be there six months from now..."--that
is not even half true.

~ In both his speech and his book he makes inaccurate
quotations and references. References used in his book
are highly selected in order to achieve his point.

- He attributes the notion of duality in Christian
thought as something that was unchallenged for 500 years,
until 1973--pure nonsense. Similarly, he states that
"Newtonian physics, the notion of no limits, a material
cornucopia, «ss are all incompatible with Christian
theology." This displays woeful ignorance of the history
and status of Christian theology. .

i

My conclusion from these and countless more of his own mis-
impressions and inaccuracies 1s that Rifkin either uses material
he doesn't understand or that he is attempting to distort ideas
to fit his own preconceived model and social purpose. He reads
like a new convert who, while not yet intellectually involved in
the new revelations, wants to immediately apply them to his view
of the world. Alexander Pope offers this caveat: "A little
learning is a dangerous thing, Drink deep, or taste not the
Pierian Spring; There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain, And
drinking largely sobers us again."

2. On’ entropy and economics. Entropy in its simplest
context has to do with the total effect of actions in a closed
system. In that context, every time energy is "used" it loses
some of its quality or availability and therefore its utility.
That's why Rifkin claims that every blade of grass that grows
means there's one less that can grow in the future (Nevertheless
he 1s wrong even on that score). But earth is not a closed
system. And a nation, community, industry, family, and
individual is even less of a "closed" system. None of the
systems we deal with in our economy, ecology, or political
process are closed. We optimize within those sub-systems.




That's why the "entropy" principle as espoused by Rifkin, as far
as I can see, holds little direct relevance to decision making or
even to political, social, or economic analysis beyond the extent
to which it is already being utilized by analysts. This is not
to say that the notion of finiteness of resources should not be
stressed to people who still want to think of an infinite world.

_ 3. On research in molecular biology. I frankly am unable
to understand Rifkin's reasoning here. He seems to be saying
that genetic research and engineering is morally wrong and there-
fore unacceptable, but (implicitly) that selective breeding
(which can include randomly induced mutagenesis) is acceptable.
He may only be resisting the unfettered application of scientific
knowledge about genetics to commercial ventures in new tech-
nology, but what he espouses--to halt research in molecular
biology--would make Galileo roll in his grave.

Let me recall what Oliver Wendell Holmes said about
research: "True science knows no bounds. It penetrates into
every domain without fear and serves all men without prejudice
or favor. Its work is to substitute facts for appearances,
demonstrations for impressions, and beneficial realities for
those many things ignorance and greed proclaim to be impossible.
For suffering humanity, it is hope and promise."

Rifkin may base his arguments against molecular biology on
the premise that more efficient:blochemical conversion of -
sunlight, water, and nutriénts which could result from that’
research would only tend to accelerate the depletion of finite
resources (nutrients). This is an inaccurate hypothesis for
several reasons. Let me illustrate with two: (1) Genetic
engineering may allow adaptation of nitrogen-fixing bacteria to a
wider variety of food crops. If this can be done, it will enable
less use of fossil fuel-derived nitrogen fertilizers per unit of
output. (2) Genetic engineering has already enabled the produc-

- tion of biochemicals important to treatment of illness in larger
quantities, vastly lower cost and higher quality than was

imagined several years ago. Prior production methods required a
lot more resources than the new methods.

In summary, if Rifkin is concerned for more humane applica-
tion of knowledge and more careful stewardship of our earthly
heritage, then I applaud him. But I cannot abide by the details
of his methods or logic in arriving at that stance.

Sincerely,

J H. Gibbons
JHG:Dir:bkob:9/18/80

ce: Director's Chron\./
Director's Subj/CCF/Hse
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As Austria will in the second half of this year - for the first time in our history - hald the
presidency of the Eurcpean Union this would seem to be a particularly propitious time

S el

for a meeting between the two Presidents. in addition, such a meeting would be the

highlight in celebrating this year’s Austrian-American Day on 26 September.

Thanking you very much for all your most kind endeavors and looking forward

to seeing you again scon, 1 remain,
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What will we leave our Children?

The Earth 1s their Heritage: -
The Responsibility is Ours!

How can we communicate this to the People
of the World?

A new way to tell the story:

From the Beginning

by Maia Aprahamian

a choral/dance work for the millennium
based on the age old ways of
communicating

The Arts are our Language!

Music moves the soul as statistics never can.
Dance permeates the depths of our thinking.

We can no longer just be an “audience,”
N|27T(q%
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We must participate!

There is a way
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To William Jefferson and Hillary Rodham Clinton,
president and First Lady, Parents and Leaders,
The White House, Washington, D.C.

29 January, 1998
Please take one moment to consider this:
we are in need of millennial celebrations, not just state of the world reports.

we are in need of ways to bring families and peoples together in the larger picture of who
we are in the world, and the legacy we leave for others.

we are in need of ways of engaging our children as well as our corporations, our elders as
well as our politicians, in ways that bind people together, rather than offend them.

[ offer you a way of reaching out to people as we approach this 21st century, in a story that
belongs to all of us - From the Beginning, a story of the unive{se..

This is a musical, dance, narrative work that tells of the emergence of the universe, and
more particularily, our place in it and what the future will ask of us. It tells this story from
an historical, scientific and mythical point of view, in a participatory manner.

From the Beginning, is based on the book.by Thomas Berry and Brian Swimme
entitled, The Universe Story.

Parts of this work were performed in San Francisco to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the
United Nations. The response was phenomenal. It requires large choruses, dancers,
orchestra, narrator, children’s chorus, and the participation of the audience who have their
Own unique score.

This is not a religious piece in the sense of belonging to any particular creed or belief, but it
is a deeply spiritual work that encompasses the myths and stories and belief systems of the
world as we know it. It offers hope as well as a realistic assessment of where we are,
where we have come from, and where we are going.

Please listen to the tape as a sample - the children are especially moving when they sing,

“We Are the Earth”.
Thank you!
%fd W«Ifﬂ_
gdaia Aprahamian
0x 759
Tiburon, CA 94920 415435-2412
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SPECIAL ANALYSIS /S,

Does It Pay to “Make Work Pay?” plq J

Results from a major new experiment in Canada suggest that an eamings supplement
for long-term welfare recipients promotes work and increases family incomes.

The theory. Most welfare programs discourage work because they reduce benefits
dollar-for-dollar with additional earnings. Allowing welfare recipients to keep some
eamings without a reduction in their grant may encourage current recipients to work
more. However, it may pull working families into welfare and potentially decrease
their incentive to work. One alternative is to target long-term welfare recipients to
W&w This minimizes work-disincentives because it limits
the program to those who were likely to be on welfare anyway. It also reduces
program costs. The main drawback to targeting long-term recipients is that it may
encourage families to stay on welfare longer in order to qualify for the subsidy.

The experiment. The Self-Sufficiency Project (SSP) is a large Canadian social
experiment that offers single parents who have been on welfare for at least a year an
eamings supplement if they leave welfare and work at least 30 hours a week at a job
paying the minimum wage or better. The supplement is reduced by one dollar for
each two dollars of eamings above the implied minimum eamings level. The amount
of the supplement is set at an unusually high level, but is available for only 3 years.
For example, a family working 30 hours per week all year at $6 per hour would
receive a supplement of about $12,000 (more than three times the maximum amount
an equivalent U.S. family could receive from the Eamed Income Tax Credit). The
hope is that stabilizing income at a high level for 3 years will allow families to move
toward economic self-sufficiency and will leave them with better jobs and higher
incomes in the long run than a more traditional welfare-to-work program.

Findings from a recent 18-month evaluation of the SSP include the following:

e Work. The SSP was clearly effective in promoting work and increasifg eamings.
Both full-time and aggregate employment rates increased substantially. Average
monthly earnings increased by about 40 percent ($95) relative to the control
group.

e Income. Average monthly incomes (earnings plus transfers) rose about
20 percent ($173) among those eligible for SSP. This reflects both an increase
in earnings and an [ 1 percent ($78) increase in transfer payments. (Since many
of those eligible for the SSP elected not to receive it, increases in work and
income among those who actually participated were substantially greater.)

e Targeting cffects. Targeting the program to long-term recipients appears to have
been successful in limiting its effects on welfare duration, even with these very
large supplements. The probability of being on welfare a year later increased by
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about 3 percentage points for new welfare recipients who were told they had to
remain on welfare for a year to qualify for the SSP.

Implications. These results suggest that the SSP program has been successful in
increasing both work and income, in part because of its high subsidy, but also
because of its high eamings disregard. This is promising for the 40 states now
experimenting (on a much more modest level) with expanded earnings disregards.
In fact, a recent evaluation of the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP)
showed that its high earnings disregards were successful in promoting work and
increasing family incomes. The SSP results also suggest that targeting benefits to
long-term welfare recipients may help to minimize costs and work disincentives,
since it does not appear to be associated with substantially greater welfare duration.

-
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crates. Leashes can he tied to furniture or doorknohs that are
at a distance that will allow the pets to sniff cach other and
react, hut not so close as to permit them to lunge at and in-
jurc one another. Never leave a tied pet unsupervised even
for a minute; it could strangle and die.

The entire time that you are doing this exercisc—and it
could take hours or weeks—make sure that each pet has 5
to 10 minutes alone with you each day when all you do is
pay attention to that pet. This attention could he grooming,
playing with a toy, or just petting and massage. Make sure
that the pet is happy and relaxed at these times. If you know
in advance that you arc getting a new pet, you may want to
establish these periods of individual attention in advance of
the new arrival. If these periods follow a regular schedule,
the pets will learn to anticipate them. It may decrease their
anxicty about the new addition hecause they can rely on
them.

Once you are ahle to get the pets to react to each other in
a positive manner or not to react at all when restrained, re-
move the restraints. Be vigilant and keep a water pistol,
foghorn, air canister, or whistle with you to interrupt any
dangerous situations. If the animals are all behaving well, re-
member to reward them with praise and treats.

Once you have done the ahove, you are ready to let the
animals out of your sight. Put a hell on the new animal hy
scwing a bell to its collar so that you always know where it
is. This will allow you to spy on any potentially prohlematic
interactions and to interrupt them hefore they create proh-
lems. During this period when you are heginning to provide
the pets with free access, rememher to provide additional
water dishes, litter boxes, beds, and toys so that you mini-
mize competition and the potential for aggressive interac-
tion.

The keys to success are patience and observation. It is
critical that the animals are not inadvertently encouraged to
become hostile or nervous in cach other's presence by well-
meant but misplaced reassurance for inappropriate behav-
iors. Expect that the social system may shift. The dog that
you always thought of as the “boss dog” may not only he rel-
cgated to a lower position, hut may also prefer that. Let the
animals set their own pace. In many cases the pets never he-
come close companions hut arc reasonahly content leading
scparate lives under the same roof. This is far more prefer-
able to frank aggression. Do not push the animals too hard or
push for relationships they clearly do not want; this could
backfire and you could undo most of the good behavior that
you had achieved.

If your pets have lived in the same houschold but have
begun to have some problems with interaction, the previ-
ously mentioned protocol can also help them (for more de-
tailed information for dogs, sce “Protocol for Dogs with In-
terdog Aggression”). The pet that is the victim of the
aggressive behavior should he fed, walked, and given atten-
tion before the aggressor. This reinforces its right to some
valued status. If confinement of one pet becomes necessary,
confine the aggressor in a neutral or lower quality room. Do
not confine the aggressor where it would rather spend time;
this only convinces the animal that the contest is meritori-
ous. When you reintroduce the pets, do so gradually as de-
scribed previously. Move from introductions under con-
trolled circumstances to ones in which the animals are being
monitored from a distance. Let their hehaviors tell you when
you arc ready to progress. Put a bell on the collar of the ag-
gressor. At the first sign of any aggressive behavior, and defi-

nitely within 30 to 60 seconds of the onsct of the hehavioral
progression, startle the aggressor with a foghorn, air canister,
or water pistol. This means that you should not wait to star-
tle the cat until it has pounced on the kitten, hut that you
startle it as soon as it starcs at the kitten. Timing is every-
thing. The startle must he sufficient that the hchavior is
ahorted hut not so profound that the animal becomes terri-
ficd. At that time reassure the victim, and after all animals
have been calmed, engage them hoth in hchaviors that are
incompatible with aggression (i.c., feeding and petting). If the
aggression persists, hanish the aggressor until it is calm,
then try again. If the aggression continues, hanish the aggres-
sor until later in the day or the next morning.

If the aggression—cither hetween new pets or pets al-
ready in the houschold —continues, you can try a hehavioral
madification technique called “flooding.” Done incorrectly
this can he very traumatic and damaging. Consider consult-
ing a behavioral specialist to sec if this is necessary. It can he
a wonderful last resort. In flooding, onc animal is kept con-
fined or otherwise restrained while it is reacting inappropri-
atcly in the presence of the other animal. 1t is kept in that
restrained or confined situation until the level of the inap-
propriate recaction diminishes hy at least 50%. Obviously
you could not keep an animal on a leash for days without
respite, but an aggressive animal can he crated for an ex-
tended period with food, water, toys, and litter hox, if neces-
sary, and a hlanket while the other animal is either locked
in a room with it or placed in a similar cage facing the ag-
gressor. If one animal is loose, you should realize that it
could injure the caged animal or he injured hy sticking its
paws through the crate. If the animals hecome more aggres-
sive and upset, flooding does not work and is counterpro-
ductive and should be stopped. Usually the cffect is a posi-
tive one, and the crated aggressor realizes that the other
animal also has a right to share the house. This technique is
a last resort and should not he attempted without qualified
advice.

Finally, pharmacological intervention may succeed where
other therapies have failed. There are many newer anxiolyt-
ics availahle which, when used correctly and prescribed hy
qualified individuals, may he useful adjuvants to behavioral
and environmental modification. In very extreme cases of in-
teranimal aggression in whichrall otier therapies, including
pharmacological, have failed, the hest, kindest, and safest so-
lution may be to place one of the animals in a new home.

Checklist for Introducing a New Pet to
Other Household Pets

O 1. Separate the pets when they are unsupervised.

O 2. Crate one or more of the pets.

O 3. Pet-proof the home.

O 4. Gradually introduce the pets using food and rewards.

O 5. Introduce the pets during quict times by using
leashes and harnesses.

O 6. Use water pistols, air canisters, foghorns, or whistles
to interrupt any aggression.

O 7. Be familiar with the physical signs of impending ag-
gression and know how to safely interrupt such be-
havior. -

O & Put a bell on the new animal when you are ready to

introduce it to the household unsupervised.
O 9. Flooding?
1 10. New home?



B-27 PROTOCOL FOR CHOOSING COLLARS,
HEAD COLLARS, AND HARNESSES

ldentification

One of the main objectives that collars accomplish is identi-
fication. All cats and dogs should be labeled. There are three
main ways to do this, and they are not exclusive: {1) tags on
a collar provide information about the client (name, address,
and phone number), veterinarian (primarily the phone num-
ber), and vaccination status [current rabies vaccine); (2) tat-
toos in cars or on thighs; or (3} microchipping. Tattoos are
usually comprised of the client’s Social Security number {in
the United States) or some code and require at least sedation
to execute. The dog or cat then usually wears another tag on
its collar indicating the telephone number to call should the
animal be separated from its people and need to find its
home. Microchipping is becoming more broadly available,
but in Europe and the United Kingdom the systems are less
standardized than they are in the United States. Microchips
are easy to install but require the widespread availability of
microchip readers. Long-term cffects of an implanted, digi-
tally coded device have not been fully evaluated, but the
risks appear small in preliminary tests. The general principle
behind microchips is that a number is displayed when the
chip is scanned and ownership data can be obtained by call-
ing a central depot. The animal generally but not always
wears a tag that indicates that a chip has been implanted.
The chips are radioopaque, meaning that they will be dis-
played on a radiograph or x-ray film. Whatever method is
chosen, two factors should be certain: (1) the tags are cur-
rent, and (2) they are on a collar that fits comfortably. The
latter means that the collar is cither a breakaway collar
through which one or two fingers can slip comfortably or
that the collar is sufficiently snug 1o stay on the animal if it
tilts its head, but should the collar become entangled, the
animal can pull its head out of the collar. If clients are not
cautious about the fit of collars, animals can strangle or col-
lars can become imbedded in their skin, resulting in morbid-
ity or mortality. Breakaway collars are particularly impor-
tant for cats, who have clevated squeezing their bodies into
small places into an art form.

All animals should be labeled. If they are lost or stolen, it
may be their only hope of getting home again. If the town-
ship or county in which the pet lives requires a license tag,
this could be the only thing that saves the pet from im-
poundment, quaranting, or destruction.

Control

Collars and harnesses are used primarily for control of dogs,
but a few words about harnesses and leashes for cats may be
helpful.

Cats should be restrained when they go to the veterinar-
ian and, if they are indoor cats, when they are outside. They
should also be restrained in a car so that they do not become
projectile. Placing them in a crate can accomplish this, but
more freedom and exercise can be an excellenc idea. All kit-
tens should be fitted with a harness so that they can be en-
couraged to explore the world. A harness is preferable to a
collar because, fitted correctly, it will not injure the cat
and the cat cannot slip out of it. The younger the cat is
when the client fits it with a harness, the easier it will be to
accustom the cat to it. Once the harness is on the cat, it
should be taken for trips tn cars, on walks, and for visits to
the veterinarian. These activities should occur frequently;
they will pay off later when the cat needs care that requires
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tractability. If the cat can safely be taken outside, the cat’s
life and the interaction between the cat and client will be
enriched.

Buckle Collars

Buckle collars can be good to accustom young puppies or kit-
tens to leashes but should not be relied on for control of any
animal. Any animal that walks calmly and without resis-
tance when on a leash that is attached to a buckle collar is
not doing so because of the collar. These animals are exquis-
itely behaved despite the collar. Any animal that pulls or
lunges while on a buckle collar needs another type of re-
straint or training device. Buckle collars—provided that
they break away or can slip off, if caught—should be fitted
to all animals so that tags or embroidered identification can
always accompany the pet. This means that they are used in
addition to, not instead of, other devices.

Choker Collars

Dogs are routinely fitted with devices such as choker collars
as part of a training program. Choker collars are usually ei-
ther made from chain or a rolled, braided nylon. When used
correctly, choker collars are actually one of the best exam-
ples of true negative reinforcement: when the dog pulls, the
collar tightens and cither the sound or the pressure indicates
that the dog has engaged in an undesirable behavior; when
the dog stops, that pressure is released {and in the case of a
chain, the sound of slippage occurs) and the dog is unim-
peded. It is the release from the negative stimulus {the tight-
ening of the collar) that 1s the reward. Unfortunately, most
people do not use choke collars correctly; to do so requires a
lot of work and patience. Instead, many dogs “choke” when
chokers are used. When they are allowed to pull on the col-
lar and permitted to sustain the pull, these dogs learn to
override the choker. In doing so they are also at risk for la-
ryngeal, esophageal, and ocular damage {damage in the blood
vessels in the eye). Despite still being the preferred and, in
some cases, the required form of restraint in a show ring,
choke collars are an idea whose time may have passed.
When clients can overcome their own misconceptions about
how the collars look or what they mean, they will, with
ever-increasing frequency, choose a head collar or a no-pull
harness for their dog. When used correctly the devices are
safer, casier to use, and help teach the dog better behaviors.
They are a winning solution that could and perhaps should
ceclipse the choker.

Head Collars

Head collars are very much like horse halters. They act as a
basket that holds the dog’s checks and jaws and stay on the
dog by fastening high on the back of the neck. Generally, at
least one strap fits over the bridge of the dog’s nose and one
fits over the back of the neck. The leash is attached in the
middle of the halter to the nose strap, but under the chin.
This is how a lead is attached to a horse halter but is a major
change for many people who are accustomed to attaching a
leash dircctly to something around a dog’s neck. The two
major versions of the head collar are the Halti (Safari
Whitco, Bohemia, NY} and the CGentle Leader/Promise Sys-
tem Canine Head Collar (Premier Pet Products, Richmond,
VA). The Hala is intended to be fitted with a second collar
because it fits louscely. It also cannot be tightened to prohibit
biting by pulling forward, but it fits sume very jowly breeds
well and snugly. The Gentle Leader/Promise System Canine
Head Collar gives most dogs a better fit, requires no second
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collar, and can be used with a lcash to correct inappropriate
behaviors and prohibit biting.

Head collars are wonderful for most dogs. They spare the
dog’s larynx and esophagus and thus are an ideal choice for
dogs. with laryngeal damage, tracheal collapse, or cervical
(neck} damage involving disks, bones, nerves, or muscles.
Head collars also ride high on the back of the dog’s neck so
that when the leash is pulled forward or the dog pulls in the
direction opposite to that of the leash, this part of the collar
tightens a bit and applies a small amount of steady pressure
on the area of the upper neck near the head. Not only is this
generally very safe, but also this pressure uses the same kind
of signal that dogs communicate to other dogs when they
wish to control them or stop. Thus when the dog is cor-
rected with a lecash, the head collar communicates a “doggy”
signal to the dog to stop. No translation is necessary, and the
response is quick. For clients who are already working with
a behavior modification program, this type of helpful, kind
device can be a godsend. If the dog has a mouthing or biting
problem, the Gentle Leader/Promise System Canine Head
Collar can be gently pulled forward to firmly, safely, sc-
curely, and humanely close the dog’s mouth. When used cor-
rectly the collar cannot injure the dog and will allow the
client to control most of the dog’s behaviors and stop the dog
from biting.

The leverage provided by a head collar allows children
and pcople with arthritis to walk even unruly dogs—and to
enjoy it. If dogs get more exercise they are calmer; if people
enjoy being with their pets more, they will be more moti-
vated to work with them. Head collars provide a win-win
situation and are increasingly becoming the collar of first
choice for a puppy. They are certainly appropriate for all life
stages and have another advantage over chokers: they en-
courage humane bchavior from people. We can usc all the
kindness and humanity we can lcarn.

As is true for any device, injury can occur if these collars
arc used incorrectly. The most common complaint about
head collas involves loose-lipped dogs that chew on their
lips becausc the nose picce of the collar fits too tightly. Hair
on the nose can also be damaged if this occurs. A good fit
is important, and some practice might be needed to deter-
mine the best adjustment of the neck strap and the nose
strap. Dogs fitted with head collars should be able to com-
fortably eat, drink, pant, and even bark and bite, if not cor-
rected. These arc not muzzles, they are not rubber bands
around the dog’s nose, and they are not cruel or inhumane.
They are great. Now that these head collars arc available in
designer colors, pcople should accept them more readily.

No-pull Harnesses

No-pull harnesses fit under the dog's front legs and loop over
the dog’s shoulders so that when the dog pulls, its front legs
are pulled back and it slows its pace. The two mnain versions
of these harnesses are the Lupi (Safari Whitco, Bohemia, NY)
and the Sporn or No-Pull Harness (Four Paws Products Ltd.,
Hauppauge, NY}. The No-Pull harness has a special collar
that is sewn with two different-sized metal tabs. The loose,
leashlike part of the harness fits through one of the loops,
under and around the legs, and is attached to the other loops,
under the neck, with a clasp. The leash is then attached to
the loose part of the harness over the dog’s back. The back
part of the harness can be tightened for a better, more re-
sponsive, fit. The Lupi does not use any clasps or tabs but re-
lies on a system of concentric loops that are fitted around
the dog’s front legs and over its back. The leash is then af-

fixed to the back portion, which slips to tighten if the dog
pulls. The Lupi is casier to fit to very hairy dogs or for people
whose hands are very arthritic. Both of these fitting patterns
sound complex and like topological puzzles. They are not.
Once clients have the devices in their hands, the fit becomes
self-explanatory.

Such harnesses are wonderful for dogs that pull or lunge.
These are not appropriate devices to fit to dogs whose
biggest problem is biting because they do not control the

. dog's mouth or head. Furthermore, rcaching around the dog's

head and neck to fit these harnesses could be dangerous if
the dog is aggressive to peogle.

When fitted correctly these harnesses easily allow chil-
dren or people with arthritis to pleasurably and calmly walk
their dogs. These harnesses, like head collars, spare the dog's
neck so that dogs, even if they have laryngeal, tracheal,
esophageal, or spinal problems, can be safely exercised.

Caution is urged against fitting no-pull harnesses too
tightly; too tight a fit could impede circulation in the dog’s
front legs. Fortunatcly, this is difficult to accomplish.

Harnesses

Regular harnesses fit around the dog's chest and avoid any
pressure on the neck when the leash is pulled. They are de-
vices used solely to attach the dog to the leash and offer no
chance for correction of undesirable behaviors. Many dogs do
not pull or lunge when walked and just need to be protected
from the world and to comply with lcash laws. Regular har-
nesses are fine for such dogs. They also work well for small
dogs that perform undesirable leash behaviors but are too
small to cause what the client would consider to be a prob-
lem. In fact, some of the harnesses for smaller dogs have
built-in “handles” so that the dog can be picked up by the
client if the dog must he removed from a situation or placed
in a car. These harnesses are not good choices for large dogs
that are not absolutely perfectly behaved hecause they pro-
vide the client with little control. In fact, big, highly moti-
vated dogs are able to use the harness to push into the situa-
tion from which their pcople are trying to drag them because
their shoulders are unrestrained. Clients often choose har-
nesses because they want to protect the dog's neck. This is a
good idea, but head collars and no-pull harnesses are a better
solution. -

Prong or Pinch Collars

Prong collars are subject to all of the same criticisms as are
chokers. Furthermore, they can seriously damage the dog'’s
ncck because they can become imbedded in the skin if the
dog learns to override them. Most dogs learn to override
these collars, and people who use them often voluntarily
comment that they need to use some degree of pain to con-
trol their animals under some circumstances. These collars
are intended to use pain to encourage the dog to attend to
the person. For aggressive dogs this response can worsen
their aggression, and for dominantly aggressive dogs this re-
sponse may not only worsen their aggression, but may also
endanger the client. If people understood more about how
dogs communicate and how these collars work, they would
appreciate that responses other than pain are more desirable
for changing an animal’s behavior. These collars are no sub-
stitute for carly intervention and the trcatment of problem
bchaviors. Every situation that clients claim is controlled by
the use of such a collar can be better, more safely, and more

humancly trcated with a head collar and some time invest-
ment.



Some dogs are fitted with prong collars because they
make the dog look “tough.” The problem here does not lie
with the dog.

Shock Collars

No dog should wear a shock collar to correct an inappropri-
ate behavior except on the qualified recommendation of a
specialist in behavioral medicine. This is almost akin to say-
ing no dog should wear a shock collar. Certainly, no client
should sclf-prescribe a shock collar for a dog to control an
unruly or aggressive behavior. Given the correct motiva-
tional and timing circumstances and the appropriate level of
shock, dogs (and humans) can learn from the application of a
painful shock. However, the application of shock {and shock
collars are intended to be painful} is an absolutely inappro-
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priate treatment for aggression and fear. The use of shock
collars invariably makes such behaviors worse, renders the
dog less predictable, and potentially endangers the client.
Most people who use shock collars either want a “quick fix”
or need to absolutely control the dog. The former approach
does not work for dogs with problem behaviors, and the lat-
ter may be problematic in itself. There are some rare excep-
tions when shock collars can be used rationally to change
or shape a dog’s behavior. Under these conditions very few
(one ta three) shocks are usually sufficient to cause the
change. If clients who use a shock collar find that they have
to, or do, shock the dog more frequently, there is a problem
that the collar cannot address. Such clients should seek pro-
fessional help from a specialist in behavioral medicine im-
mediately.



















































