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THE
CARTER CENTER

November 12, 1997

Dear Mr. Hongach,

Thank you for your recent letter. We admire your dedication
to your goal of presenting lunar rock rings tQ the 11 astronauts
who walked on the moon, but regret that Presigent Carter is
unable to assist further in your efforts. He has no authority
over the officials at the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration. You are still welcome, however, to use his regponse to
your 8/8/86 letter.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

—

aula Bosarge
Director of Correspondence

Mr. Bill Hongach
€311 10th Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11219

ONE COPENHILL - 453 FREEDOM PARKWAY - ATLANTA, GEORGI!A 30307 - (404) 331-3900 - FAX (404) 331-02¢3



CAPITAL CARDS
6311 10th AVENUE
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11219
BILL HONGACH 718-921-6400
FAX: 718-921-0161

November 4, 1997

Dear President Carter;

I hope this letter finds you well. I do not wish to disturb you
but I believe that you are now the last hope I have of achieving

a goal I have been working on for over 12 years.

I am sorry I am faxing this information on such short notice but

I saw in yesterday's paper the photo of you at Prident Ford's Libary
and it said you would see Preisent Clinton this Thursday.

Enclosed is the letter you sent to me in August of 1986, along
with letters from Président Nixon and VP Bush's office. All
supporting the idea of bringing together the 12 men that walked

on the moon and presenting them with a small piece of the moon

that they brought back. They would be made into nice rings like
World Series or Super Bowl rings. The astronauts were verbally
told they womnld receive samples.

Also enclosed are lettérs to and from NASA and other Senators

and Congressmen. Also the one I received today from NASA again
declining to honor these men. =

The 12 men ( now there are only 11 left- Jim Irwin has passed away)
have never been in the same room together! Next month marks the
25th anniversary of the last landing on the moon of Apollo 17

and it would be the perfect occassion to bring the astronauts
together for a big dinner and have the President present these
great Americans with a token of our appreciation. The few other
Mercury and Gemini astronauts could also be included.

So many moon rocks were presented to foreign leaders that it is not
right to not honor these astronauts.

I have been told that the President can issue an Executive Order
to release a couple of ounces of the 900 plus paunds of rock that
are on deposit in Houston and will never be touched again.

This is why I am contacting you today, to ask you if you could

ask President Clinton for this Executive Order to give a small
lunar sample to these great men while they are still here, when
you see him Thursday. Please s8ir, I have no way to talk to the
President and Alan Bartlett Shepard (who is a direct great grandson
of Josiah Bartlett the first man to sign the Decdaration of
Independence after John Hancock) will be 74 in 2 weeks.










Reply 10 Altn of:

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Headquartera
Washington. OC 205846-0001

MX

Mr. Bill Hongach ocT 28 B9
Capital Cards

6311 10th Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11219

Dear Mr. Hongach:

This is a follow-up correspondence to my letter dated October 6, 1997, to you
regarding your suggestion that a piece of lunar rock be presented to the astrpnauts
who walked on the moon and to the Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo astronauts.

Your suggestion has been reviewed with officials at the Johnson Space Center and
here at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Headquarters. Unfortunately, as in past responses, we were unsuccessful in
confirming that fragments of lunar materials were promised to the Apollo
astronauts. Also, NASA policy governing the control and disposition of lunar
materials has not changed. Our current policy states that lunar materials cannot

be given as personal gifts. They are reserved for research, public display, and
educational purposes.

Your interest in paying this special tribute to the astronauts is appreciated and we
regret that our response could not be more favorable. -

Sincerely,

B 00 | o

ilbur Trafton
Associatd Administrator for
Space Flight



A RENATA GALASSO, INC. IPUBLICATION

9-10-86

PUBLISHER
Renata Galasso

EOITORAN-CHIEF
Bill Hongach

Progress Report on Moonwalker Rinag

Attached are copies of letters showing support from President
Carter, Nixon, and Vice President Bush. The enclosed copy of
Mr. Blanchard's letter indicates that my proposal will be takern
up in October. Congressman Guy Molinari from New York has beer
working on this matter for several weeks and I expect to hear
from President Reagan and Ford shortly.

It appears from my conversations with people in NASA, that

they are against the idea, while everyone outside the agency are
amazed to learn that you do not have a lunar rock and are certlainly
for you getting a "piece of the rock".

It is my intention to have that file well stocked with support:ing
letters when my proposal is considered. 1 am convinced that
where there is a will there is a way.

—————————=ax=—( 305 10th Avenuc, Brooklyn, New York 11219 — ‘21-;'?48-7222_“



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

September 2, 1986

Mr. Bill Hongach

Renata Galasso Inc.

1170 75th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11228

Dear Mr. Hongach:

Thank you for your recent letter to the Vice President
regarding your suggestion to provide each of the astronauts a piece
of lunar rock.

It was thoughtful of you to write to the Vice President,
and he appreciates your having taken the time to bring your
suggestion to his attention. I have been asked to share your
letter with those officials at the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration who are in the best position to assist you. I
have asked that they correspond with you directly and that they
provide a copy of their response to this office.

Please be assured that your fine suggestion will be
carefully reviewed and given every consideration consistent with
NASA policy. 3

Wwith the Vice President's best wishes,

Sin ly,

Ny,

E. Terry Mattke

Lieutenant Colonel, USMC

Military Assistant/Aide
to the Vice President



Reply 1€ atin of

Naetional Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

MX

Mr. Bill Hongach

Capital Cards 0CT 6 1997
6311 10" Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11219

Dear Dr. Hongach:

Thank you for you letter dated August 12, 1997, to President Clinton requesting NASA
provide a piece of lunar rock to the astronauts who landed on the moon, and to the

Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo astronauts respectively. Your letter was forwarded to me
for rcsponse.

We appreciate and commend you for your interest in honoring these astronauts. This is to
inform you that we are currently reviewing your suggestion with the approprate officials
at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas, and here at NASA Headquarters in
Washington, DC. We will notify you once a final decision has be reached.

Thank you for you interest in the Nation’s space program.

Sincerely,

for Space Flight
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LRI TN
Renaiu Galasso

EDITORS Ty
_ Bill Hongach
Dear Mr. President:

Today I called the White House hoping that I might speak
to someone that might handle the situation that I am now writing
to you about. I was told to write directly to you. I have
written to you twice over the past six months and have not
received a reply. I

I am writing to you because you are the only person that f
can reclify an injustice. Over the past year I have been working
with the 12 m¢n that have walked on the moon on a project called
Moonwalker in which we hope to raise a half million dollars
for charity. In spending many hours with these 12 courageous
Americans, the Columbus' of the 20th century, I have learnt
that none of the 12 men have received a small moon_.rogck as a
momento and keepsake of their perilous journey. 1 have further
learned that it wasiimplied to these astronaujts that they would
receive a small lunar rock after the rocks were tested and
examined.

NASA has a policy that no individual own a lunar sample,
yet these same astronaunts,who ri:siked their lives to bring these
rocks back to earth, presented many rocks to foreign heads of
state on their good will trips following their flights. What I i
have proposcd is that each of the 12 astronauts be presented
with a “Moconwalker Ring" which would be designed and made by
Jostens the same maker of the Super Bowl and World Series rings
which would have a small piece of lunar rock in it. T have been
told that the 12 rings will need two ounces of rock and there is
morce than 200 pounds on deposit in Houston.

I firmly believe these 12 men symbolize America's spirit
and achicvements and that this recognition is long overdue. A L
ey point 1is that all 12 are alive. Col. Jim Irwin has had
three heart attacks. This year marks the 200th anniversary of
our Constitution . What better occassion than to recall the
triumplis of the United States than to honor its living heroes, the
12 moonwalkers. I have spoken to the Air Space Museum and they
have told me that the Museum could be used to hold a testimonial '
dinner with the presentation of the moonrings by the President
of the United States. Such a presentation would draw positive

6305 10th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11219 — 212 748-7222=—



Reoly to Ann ol

National Agronautics and
Space Administration

Wwashington, D.C.
20546

i M'AY 2 | 1937

Mr. Bill Hongach

Baseball - Hobby Card Report

A Renata Galasso, Inc. Publication
6305 10th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11219

Dear Mr. Hongach:

Your request to Mr. Baker of March 30, 1987, and your previous requests to NASA for
lunar samples to be used in rings for the 12 Apollo astronauts who walked on the Moon
were presented to the Lunar and Planetary Sample Team which advises NASA on such
matters. The Team felt they must recommend that your request (#1704) be denied as it
is inconsistent with the NASA policy that reserves lunar material only for research,
public display, and educational purposes. Therefore, while I concur that this would be a
fitting tribute, I must agree with the Team's recommendation.

Thank you for your interest in this Nation's space program, and I am sorry our response
could not have been favorable.

Sincerely,

ichard H. Truly
Associate Admin
for Space Flight



Reply 10 Aun of

NASNA

National Aeronautics and

Space Administration MAY 2 9 1987

Washington. D.C
20546

C:psn:C21112f

Honorable Alfonse D'Amato
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator D'Amato:

This letter is in further response to your February 6 inquiry on
behalf of Mr. Bill Hongach who has suggested that pieces of
lunar rock be mounted into rings for the 12 astronauts who walked
on the lunar surface.

As we informed you in our letter of March 3, the suggestion was
being reviewed and evaluated by the Lunar and Planetary Sample
Team. Their decision is stated in a letter from the Associate
Administrator for Space Flight, Richard H. Truly, to Mr. Hongach.
A copy of the letter is enclosed for your information.

Senator Bill Bradley and Congressman Guy V. Molinari, who also

wrote concerning this matter, are being provided with a copy of
the letter to Mr. Hongach.

Please let us know when we may be of further assistance to you.

Slncerely,

F. Murphy -
stant Administrator
ongressional Relations Division



Rapty to Alin of

National Aeronautics and
Space Admunistration W

Lyndon B. Johngon Space Center
Houston. Texas
77058

SN2-86-L397 August 29, 1986

Bill Hongach
Baseball-Hobby Card Report
6305 10th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11219

Dear Mr. Hongach:

Thank you for your August 3, 1986, letter making the case for real

"moon stone” rings for the 12 lunar explorers. We have given your
letter a lunar request number (No. 1704).

Our advisory group will meet in October. We will present the
request to them. They give us a recommendation, but their advice
is generally followed. In my discussions of your ideal I have
found little support. I do not think your request will be
approved. Nevertheless, we will present the concept. It may
strike a harmonic chord with the commiitee. We will inform you by
mail of the committee's recommendation.

QC‘—\'_— e

N

Dougles P. Blanchard v
Lunar Semple Curator

Sincerely,



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

September 2, 1986

Mr. Bill Hongach

Renata Galasso Inc.

1170 7Sth Street. .
Brooklyn, New York 11228

Dear Mr. Hongach:

Thank you for your recent letter to the Vice President
regarding your suggestion to provide each of the astronauts a piece
of lunar rock.

It was thoughtful of you to write to the Vice President,
and he appreciates your having taken the time to bring your
suggestion to his attention. I have been asked to share your
letter with those officials at the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration who are in the best position to assist you. 1
have asked that they correspond with you directly and that they
provide a copy of their response to this office.

Please be assured that your fine suggestion will be
carefully reviewed and given every consideration consistent with
NASA policy. ol

Wwith the Vice President's best wishes,

Sin ly,

ety

E. TecZy Mattke

Lieutenant Colonel, USMC

Military Assistant/Aide
to the Vice President



Reply 10 Atin of

NASN

Nationai Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Washington, D.C
20546

OCT 6 toer
MA

Mr. Bill Hongach

Renata Galasso, Incorporated
1170 75th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11228

Dear Mr. Hongach:

Your letters to the President and the Vice President suggesting that pieces of
the lunar rock be mounted into rings for the 12 astronauts who walked on the
moon have been forwarded to me for response. I have also received the letter
addressed to Dr. Fletcher from Mr. John Taylor, Assistant to President Nixon,
expressing Mr. Nixon's views.

NASA has an award program which honors each astronaut after a flight. 1In
addition, NASA has an established polioy governing the control and disposition
of lunar materials. The Johnson Space Center has curator responsibility for
the lunar rock, and our policy has been that no individual has property rights
to lunar samples. Lunar samples are used for educational displays and
research. Samples of the lunar rock have been given to dignitaries of states
and nations on behalf of NASA as gifts from our country to theirs. However,
no samples of the lunar rock have been given to politicians as personal gifts.

The Johnson Space Center has also received your suggestion and assigned it the
number of 1704. You were informed that your suggestion would be presented to
the Lunar and Planetary Sample Team, the Board which reviews_and evaluates all
such requests. This Board will meet in October and will provide me with 1its
recommendation. As soon as I have this information, I will notify you of our
decision.

Thank you for your interest in the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Tr
Associate Administrator
for Space Flight

cc: President Reagan
Vioe President Bush
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1 47w OIBYRICY. NEw YORK a WASHINGTON OF PIC.F:
208 CANNON BUIL DG
WASHINGTON, DC 20% 1 B

S Gongress of the United BStates At

D DISTRICT OFFICKS:
FORT wADSWORTH. BLD(; 203

PUBLIC WORKS AND : T STATEN GLAND. NEW YORS. 10308
e acapo SN House of Representatives

{7181081.9600

" 5 o 1303 730 STREET
VETERANS' AFFAIRS maehmgwn. (:DOI 20515 BROOKLYN NEW YORK 11228
(718)216.9202

October 9, 1986

Mr. Douglas Blanchard
Lunar Sample Curator
LBJ Space Center
Houston, TX 77058

Dear Mr. Blanchard:

I am writing this letter in support of Mr. Bill Hongach's Lunat
Request No. 1704.

Mr. Hongach has come up with a unique way of honoring the U.S.
astronauts who walked on the moon. His plan to fashion
commemorative rings containing moon rock fragments has the support
of such distinguished Americans as former Presidents Nixon and
Carter, and Vice President Bush.

These rings could serve as lasting mementos of these
astronauts' bravery and service. I urge you to give every
consideration to Mr. Hongach's request.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

incerely,
Guy Molinari

Memb of Congress

GVM:tb



BILL BRADLEY

SUITF 303

COMMITTEES:
NEW JERSEY FINANCE
ENERGY AAD
: NATURAL HESOVJRCES
Anited DStates DSenate seucct commres
ON INTELLIGENCE
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 SPECIAL COMM!T TEE ON
AGING
November 13, 1986
Mr. Bill Hongach
Editor
Baseball-Hobby Card Report
6305 10th Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11218
Dear Mr. Hongach:
I have received a copy of the letter sent to you by
Admiral Richard H. Truly, Associate Administrator for Space
vlight. 1If I receive any additional information, I will
torward it to you.
1 appreciate the opportunity to assist you in this
matter and hope you will feel free to contact me on this or
any other matter of mutual concern.
Sincerely,
Bill % §
United States Senator
BB/psz
Enclosure
1 GRCENTREE CENTKE
731 HART BUILDING FO BOX 1_120 :

WASHINGT(IN NC INR N



ALFONSE D’ AMATO
NEW YORK

520 MART BUILDING
(202) 224-6542

Wlnited Dlafes Henale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

March 16, 1987

Mr. Bill Hongach
6305 10th Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11219

Dear Mr. Hongach:

Enclosed is an interim response I have re-
ceived to my inquiry in your behalf. I will
be back in touch again just as soon as 1 re-
ceive further information.,

Please be assured of my continued inter-

est in trying to help.

Sincerely,

20 Oz

Alfonse D'Amato
United States Senator

AD:1li
Enclosure



Reply (0 Altn ot

NASNA

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Washington, D.C.
20546

MAR © 5 1587

C:psn:C21112i

Honorable Alfonse D'Amato
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator D'Amato:

This letter acknowledges your February 6 inquiry on behalf of
Mr. Bill Hongach who has suggested that pieces of lunar rock be
mounted into rings for the 12 astronauts who walked on the lunar
surface.

The suggestion has been presented to the Lunar and Planetary
Sample Team which reviews and evaluates all such requests. We

will inform you of the decision as soon as the information is
availilable.

Senator Bill Bradley and Congressman Guy V. Molinari have also
written concerning this matter.

Sincerely,

B,

Jiawrence E. Medyay

Director, Conggkessional -
Inquiries Diyision

Office of Legislative Affairs




National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, OC 20546-0001

FEB | 3 199~

Reply t0 Atn of

L:RDA:L95-27¢

The Honorable Alfonse D'Amato
United States Senate
Washington, OC 20510

Dear Senator D'Amato:

Thank you for your letter of January 13, 1995, on behalf of Mr. Bill Hongach who
suggested that a testimonial dinner should be arranged to honor the 11 remaining
Apollo astronauts who walked on the Moon and provide them with commemorative
Moon rings.

We commend Mr. Hongach for his interest in honoring this group of American heroes,
and we appreciate his interest in the accomplishments of the Apollo program. NASA
holds the astronauts and their legacy in the highest regard, and we are pleased that
Mr. Hongach shares this sentiment. The idea of a testimonial dinner is an excellent
one; however, Federal agencies may not spend appropriated funds for this type of a
ceremonial dinner in the absence of specific statutory authority.

Contrary to Mr. Hongach's impression, NASA has not promised any of the Apolio
astronauts fragments of lunar material. The Lunar Sample Curator's office at NASA's
Johnson Space Center has confirned that there are no outstanding commitments to
provide lunar samples to any individuals or organizations. Materale retumed from the
lunar environment represent a unique and limited national resource and future heritage.
Accordinglv, NASA seeks to ensure that the optimum benefits to science, technology.
and educaticn are attained in the use and display of lunar materals.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust that this information will enable you
to respond to Mr. Hongach's inquiry.

Sinceraly,

e

eff Lawrence
Associate Administrator for
Legisiative Affairs
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Mike Dumas, MAYoR 204 NORTH WEST AVENUE

EL DORADO. ARKANSAS 71730
“CITY OF PRIDE AND PROGRESS”

March 28, 1998

The Honorable William J. Clinton
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Clinton:

On behalf of the citizens of El Dorado, I strongly support the consultant’s recommendation that
proposed Interstate 69 Highway (The NAFTA Highway) cross the Mississippi River at Rosedale,
and continue southwest through South Arkansas to Shreveport and finally through Texas to
Mexico. Clearly, this Interstate Highway will be a life-saver for the Lower Mississippi Delta.

We object to the addition of the so-called “Dickey Split” to the [-69 highway. We have
discussed our concerns with Congressman Dickey and outlined that the additional expenditure
for the split would have a significant negative impact on [-69's favorable cost-benefit ratio, thus
threatening the entire project.

Y ou know the Lower Mississippi Delta and have been involved from the beginning on efforts to
strengthen the economy of that region of our State. [ would appreciate your support for the
project as recommended by the consultant.

—

Respectfully, Yy22)qy
Mike Dumas Sed L’Ru}al—u\ ke dt=.
Mayor
o
b
“-—-‘_‘_-—-—-—'_'_‘—‘—-——
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VIA HAND DELIVERY

April 21, 1998

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White Ilouse

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

You will have by now received a status report from UN Amb. Richardson. Mr. Reidel at
NSC and Asst. Secretary [nderfurth at State regarding their recent visit to South Asia. During the
trip’s Pakistan leg, the US delegation delivered several new and creative ideas for resoiving the
F-16 problem. Some were tied, as [ understand it, to debt relief initiatives. As you are aware,
Pakistan is also weighing legal options to resolve the matter.

Within the context of current US proposals and given the reality that Pakistan’s army will
ultimately decide the path for resolving this nettlesome dispute, there may be another option for
your adminiskation to consider. Instead of forcing Pakistan to seek legal remedy in US courts
for return of moneys paid, the US could authorize a NATO ally, such as Turkey, lo perform mid-
life upgrades on Pakistan's existing fleet of approximately 35 F-16s. Payments for the upgrades,
which would likely require US Congressional appropriation authorization, could be considered
in-Kind compensation for F-16 moneys paid and give Pakistan sufficient reason to forego its
legal options.

I have discussed the viability of this approach with senior Lockheed officials and
Congressional members to determine its feasibility. Lockheed informs me the upgrades are
possible at their joint venture facility in Turkey, and that Turkish officials would be receptive to
the idea. I also believe we could persuade [.ockheed to support such an initiative.

Congressional members are, however, not so sanguine. Indications of support for such an
idea range from “interesting, but show me the fine print™ 1o “extremely pessimistic.” Approving
appropriations to Turkey to pay for the upgrade of warplanes from a country which, having
recenily conducled missile Lesls, is now perceived as an even more unreliable partner for US non-
proliferation objectives in South Asia is the obvious argument on the Hill among anti-Pakistan
lobbying forces at thc moment. However, with your upcoming trip to the region, Congressional
dynamics could change if the White House resolved to find a solution acceptable to Pakistan that
you could announce with Congress’ support while in Islamabad.



2138 1@:35 DARZZLE MULTIMEDIA » 912024566703 NO.657 PE853,005

‘The potential merit in such a solution is compelling. Upgrading existing warplanes
would reduce the likelihood that Pakistan could purchase additional aircraft for its fleet,
especially French- or Russian-made fighters, from returned moneys - a step that might genuinely
be considered provocative in tilting the conventional military balance of power in South Asia.
Assuming each upgrade wus worth $10-12 million, the US would redeem $350-420 million of its
obligation, with the balance payable through the eventual sale of the Arizona-hangered F-16s.

Secondly, upgrades would stabilize the quality of Pakistan's air force and perhaps
appropriately incent Islamabad to back away from its growing reliance on strategic missile-based
defense systems, including the development of long-range ballistic missiles. Giving away
Amecrica’s traditional role of military stabilizer in the region to France or Russis will only re-
ignite a conventional arms race which the US may be unable to positively influence. It is my
understanding that Pakistan has developed access routes to advanced MiG-31 fighters via
Belarus und would use moneys returned in a legal victory to make the MIG purchases.
Addressing a key concem - conventional air security - of Pakistan's army would also prevent a
potentially destabilizing national security debate between the civilian and military wings of
governance in Islamabad. While economic issues are important to General Keramat and his
staff, maintaining air force quality is a significantly higher priority at present.

Thirdly, such an approach properly positioned for Congressional approval could be
attached to the economic proposals the US sceks to initiatc with Pakistan - most importantly tor
the access routes to Central Asia’s oil and gas reserves. Asking a conventionally restored
Pakistani military to now focus its cnergies on fostering peace in Afghanistan so US oil and gas
companies might make realistic bids with OPIC and TDA coverage for pipelines and refineries
that would serve, among others, India’s growing energy demands, would ultimately achieve two
critical US national security objectives within one policy directive. [Finally, the US avoids a
messy and embarrassing lawsuit from a former ally in which neither side ultimately wins what is
needed for the long-term objectives of the bilateral relationship.

There are simply too many compelling reasons why we need to make Pakistan militarily
stable again not to make one more effort during your last term to resolve the troublesome issues
still plaguing the rclationship. | remain convinced that New Delhi will accept such an initiative
if you demonstrate how a strong and militarily secure Pakistan is good for the region’s economic
resurgence. | remain further convinced that Islamabad will respond positively by playing a
constructive role in Afghanistan and on other strategic issues in the region. [Looking forward to
seeing you in New York next week, I remain,

OANAOGT -

cc: Samuel R. Berger, National Security Adviser
Karl Inderfurth. Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, State Department
Bill Richardson, US Ambassador to the United Nations
Bruce Reidel, Dircector, South Asian and Near East Directorute, NSC
Rep. Lee Hamilton, Ranking Minority Member, House International Relations Committee
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