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Dear Steve,

This letter will tell you as much about my Dad's situation as | know at the present time.
You already know that he was convicted of bank fraud in 1992. He was sentenced to
78 months in prison which he began serving in June 1994. A petition for clemency
was filed through the Justice Department in September of 1997.

Officially, all we know is that the petition was received at the Justice Department.
Since then, there have been no formal or official communications from any one in the
government. Unofficially, we know that the prison officials received a request from the
Pardon Attorney for information on Dad's record while he has been in prison. We
have “heard” that the Justice Department had expedited the process because of Dad's
health problems. We have also heard from “white house counsel” that the Justice
Department has passed the petition as acceptable and that it has been sent to the
White House for Mr. Clinton’s signature. All of the last bits of information are word of
mouth from different attorneys talking to someone (I don't know who) that they know in
Washington.

| appreciate your help in finding out something. Any information will be very helpful at
least from a psychological point of view. Dad is now 71 and has two years left on his
sentence. He and Mom are both pretty tired. Thanks again for your help. If you need
anything, let me know. Although, we have trouble getting much information from the
Justice Department.

Sincerqly,
@M /

David L. Hatfield, M.D.
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DRAFT

PETITION FOR COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE

Relief sought (check one)

W Reduction of Prison Sentence Only QO Reduction of Prison Sentence and Remission of Fine
Q Remission of Fine Only Q Other

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: .
Prisan Nuwla,

PETITIONER , W. C. ("BILL") HATFIELD, a Federal prisoner, Reg No. 21653-077,

confined in the Federal Institution at Bastrop, Texas (Federal Prison Camp) in seeking a
commutation of sentence, states that he was born on August 18, 1926 and has Social Security No.

722-01-6717. Petitioner is a citizen of the United States.

PETITIONER was convicted on a plea of Not Guilty in the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Texas of the crime of : Bank Fraud (18 U.S.C. §1344 & 2), Misapplication of
Funds (18 U.S.C. §657), Unlawful Participation (18 U.S.C. §1006), Money Laundering (18 U.S.C.
§1956), and Conspiracy to commit the above referenced offenses (18 U.S.C. §371) involving the

following circumstances:

PETITIONER was the vice-chairman of a savings association based in Lubbock, Texas. Petitioner

was convicted of bank fraud and money laundering based upon a series of real estate transactions
financed by Caprock Savings Association where the S & L funded its own capital infusion with
proceeds derived from those transactions. The Petitioner was convicted along with George Dillman,
the chairman of the association. The president of the association and two attorneys involved in
structuring the transactions were acquitted by the jury. It was undisputed at trial that virtually all of

the funds received by the Petitioner were reinvested in the association.

PETITIONER was sentenced on June 18, 1992, to imprisonment for seventy eight (78) months

and/or to pay a (4 fine O restitution) of $-0- and/or to supervised release of special parole for two

(2) years and/or to probation for __Not Applicable .

PETITIONER began the service of his sentence on June 7, 1994 He will be released from
confinamens on February 4, 2000. The Petitioner is not eligible for parole.

If your comviction or senlence was appealed or otherwise challenged, complete the following paragraph:

PETITIONER appealed to the United States Court of Appeals, where the judgment was affirmed

on February 16, 1994. A petition for a writ of certiorari was sought from the Supreme Court and
denied on October 3, 1994, Petitioner did challenge his sentence under 28 U.S.C. §2255. The

Magistrate has recommended denial of the petition.
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PETITIONER was convicted on a plea of Not Guilty in the United States District Court for the
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and/or to pay a (1 fine O restitution) of $-0- and/or to supervised release of special parole for two

(2) years and/or to probation for __Not Applicable .

PETITIONER began the service of his sentence on June 7, 1994, He will be released from

confinament on February 4, 2000. The Petitioner is not eligible for parole

If your conviction or sentence was appealed or otherwise challenged, complete the following paragraph:

PETITIONER appealed to the United States Court of Appeals, where the judgment was affirmed
on February 16, 1994. A petition for a writ of certiorari was sought from the Supreme Court and
denied on October 3, 1994. Petitioner did challenge his sentence under 28 U.S.C. §2255. The

Magistrate has recommended denial of the petition.




PETITIONER’S criminal record, other than the insjant offense, is as follows:
The Petitioner has never been the subject of a criminal conviction or indictment. To the best

of the Petitioner’s knowledge, he has never been the subject or target of any criminal investigation.

PETITIONER’S respectfully prays that he be granted clemency for the following reasons

1. The sentence mandated by the guidelines “money laundering” provisions resulted in
an unusually harsh sentence that is disproportionate to the sentence received by other bank fraud
defendants.

2, The Petitioner served this country honorably as a member of the armed services in
the Pacific during World War 1I. Prior to this conviction, the Petitioner enjoyed an excellent
reputation in the financial industry and in his community. No further purpose will be scrved by the
Petitioner’s continued incarceration. (Please see letters of friends and community leaders)

3. The Petitioner's age makes the sentence an even more disproportionate and excessive
one. The Petitioner enjoys an close family with 3 children and 4 grandchildren. The incarceration
is a significant hardship on the family and a disruption to the family relationships.

4 Petitioner is seventy-two (72) years old, and his health continues to deteriorate due
to multiple diagnoses. Informed medical opinion evinces well-founded concern about a premature
death while incarcerated. (Please see physician's letter and attaclunents).

S. While the Petitioner was convicted and the conviction was upheld, there are significant
factors that mitigate against the certainty and extent of his guilt. Specifically, the Petitioner passed
a polygraph test showing that he did not know many of the details of the alleged scheme. Also, the
conviction was primarily based on the testimony of government witness Mukesh Assomull, whose
credibility has been seriously questioned in subsequent prosecutions which have been largely

unsuccessful.

The stawements contained herein ore true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and ! understand that any misstatements of material
Jact contained may subject me to criminal prosecution and/or cause adverse action on iy petition for executive clemency.

Date Signature of Petitioner
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