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Phoenix House

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

April 10, 1998

General Barry R. McCaffrey

Director

Office of National Drug Control Policy
Executive Office of the President

750 17th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Barry:

The clear congressional mandate barring use of federal funds to
support needle exchange programs has lapsed, and there is some
guestion as to whether remaining statutory prohibitions now
apply. So, it is possible that the Department of Health and
Human Services may choose to make federal funds available to
programs that provide clean needles to IV drug users, in an
attempt to reduce the spread of HIV infection through the sharing
of contaminated injection equipment. Certainly, the Department
and Secretary Shalala will be urged 'to do so.

As one who has devoted his .entire career to helping young men and
women overcome drug dependence and build purposeful new lives, I
feel justified in urging the President to discourage the
Secretary from allocating any federal funds for this purpose.
Strong arguments support this position.

e There is no consistent evidence that the availability of
needle exchange reduces the transmission of the HIV virus
among IV drug users. (At least one recent study actually
showed an increased rate of transmission,.)

2. Nor is there evidence that needle exchange programs are
necessary to reduce the spread of HIV infection through
needle sharing, for the rate of infection has fallen among
addict populations denied such programs.

3. Government "enabling” of drug use "(subsidizing it, in this
case) sends a dreadful message to young people and
undermines prevention efforts.

4. The most effective means of combatting the spread of HIV
infection by IV drug users is through treatment that
addresses their characteristically antisocial, 'self-
destxructive, and reckless behavior. This behavior
contributes to the spreed of the disease at least as much
through irresponsible sexual contact as through needle
sharing.
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Attached is a draft of your X

State dinner toast in
Santiago. The Chileans hope
to have a “final” copy by
Tuesday night, giving them
time to translate the toast
into Spanish and print it in
the official program (and
avoiding the need for
consecutive translation at
the dinner.)

If you have a few moments
between now and tomorrow
night, please send us your
edits. Of course, if you
cannot get to it, we will not
send anything forward to the

Chileans.
Copved
Tony Blinken finy e} B‘ ;\KCV\
\
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draft 4/13/98 7:14 PMM
PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
STATE DINNER TOAST WITH PRESIDENT FREI
SANTIAGO, CHILE
APRIL 16, 1998
Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you, Mrs. Frei [FRAY]. Thank you to all Chileans for the
warm welcome we have received here -- and thank you in advance for your patience, because [

fear that the events of this week will create the biggest “taco” in your history. That means a

traffic jam, for those in our delegation who don’t know.

Mr. President, it was just over a year ago that Hillary and [ hosted you and Martita for a state
visit in Washington. On that trip you delivered a powerful address to a joint session of our
Congress, and I will have the honor of addressing your Parliament tomorrow. The short time
between our visits reflects the growing strength and the growing importance of the relationship

between our nations.

Chile 1s admired around the world for its natural beauty, its brilliant writers and artists, its world-

class athletes, its leadership in seeking peace in volatile regions, aad its remarkable economic

Ol T

growth and stability, Thepsopie:of Chiteatsotrave gained-the-respect-of the world-fer their

Yo s

braver |!n restoring long-standing democracy here after two turbulent decades.

s
That Chile is host to the second Summit of the Americas shows the esteem wa¢h which your
country is held across this hemisphere. It also demonstrates, Mr. President, the great respect you

have eamed among your fellow leaders.





























































































