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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 10, 1998

MR. PREMT:

Attached for your signature is a directive to Secretary Slater on
the controversial proposal to complete the gap in California
Route-710 in the South Pasadena area.

Background. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
has decided to approve the proposal, which has been plagued
by many years of debate over destruction of historic
communities. The FHW A has, among other accommodations,
shifted the alignment of the freeway and reduced its size by
20%. The FHWA's decision was recently reviewed by the
federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP),
which found the highway still has unacceptable impacts.
ACHP wrote to you asking that you direct Secy Slater to
require a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
before the project can be built; or, in the alternative require a
“low-build” project or halt it altogether.

As you may recall, this is Rep. Marty Martinez’s highest
priority and he strongly supports construction of the project.
Gov. Wilson supports it as well. It is opposed by Dick Moe,
and historic preservation and environmental groups.

Directive. The consensus view among your advisors,
including John Podesta and Katie McGinty, is that it would be
_best for Secy Slater to make this decjsion. Your directive asks
him to ensure that the decision he makes takes historic
preservation and the impact on the local community into
account, including whether an EIS should be prepared.

If you approve, please sign the directive where indicated. You
will also send a letter to the ACHP explaining your actions.

Phil Caplan-) .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

SUBJECT: California Route 710 Freeway Project

I believe that investing in our infrastructure is critical to
America’s economic success. I have also worked hard to ensure
the vitality and integrity of communities across the Nation. On
March 20, I received a recommendation from the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation that raised concerns about historic
properties and neighborhoods in the Los Angeles area should the
California Route 710 Freeway project go forward.

While many believe that the Route 710 project would help
strengthen the economy of southern California, the Advisory
Council raises serious concerns about the project and its
impact on families and their communities. Therefore, in
making your final decision on this project and the necessary
transportation needs of southern California, you should
seriously consider the recommendations of the Advisory
Council -- including whether a Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement should be prepared -- and take every
reasonable step to mitigate the impacts on the community
and the environment should the project go forward.
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