

































































































































































U. S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney

PERSONAL
District of Alaska at Anchorage

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESF)\299 PQ: 49

Federal Building & U.S. Courthouse FTS-868-5071

222 West 7th Avenue, #9, Room 253 Commercial: (907)271-5071

Anch , Alaska 99513-7567 Fax Number: (907) 271-3224
March 26, 1993 fiEhprage ax Number A(907)

The President
The White House
wWashington, D.C. 20500

Re: Request for Resignation - Attorney General Janet Reno
United States Attorney - Wevley William Shea

Dear Mr. President:

I received Attorney General Janet Reno's request from you that I
immediately submit this letter. It has been a privilege to serve
as the United States Attorney for the District of Alaska and
address the complex, unique problems facing this great State and
its citizens.

On November 10, within a week of your becoming President, I held a
Law Enforcement Coordinating Committee (LECC) Resource Protection
Subcommittee meeting which was attended by over 50 federal, state
and local law enforcement leaders in Alaska. The conference
addressed the unique issues facing Alaska and my introduction
addressed (enclosed) "Alaska's Challenge for America's Domestic and
International Success":
As our Nation addresses its citizens' responsibility to
support our new President, Alaskans must stress the
importance of our great State to our Country's resource
development and domestic and international leadership....

The Native people of Alaska are proud and diverse with
unique individual ethnic heritage backgrounds....

Alaska's strategic location between our close friend,
Canada, and the emerging Russian States, requires a
sensitivity...

Alaska 1s one-fifth the size of the Continental United
States...



The President
March 26, 1993
_2_

Alaska's resources are virtually untapped....

Alaska's resources may be developed in an ecologically-
safe manner, while still preserving our wilderness and
our resources for our children and future generations.

As the United States Attorney, I have provided leadership for
federal, state and local prosecutors and law enforcement throughout
Alaska over the past two and one-half years. Due to the State of
Alaska's weak «criminal 1laws, most particularly 1lack of a
"conspiracy'" statute, it is difficult for the State to address
complex criminal matters which are a priority for me as the United
States Attorney. 1In addition to leading the LECC, I am Chairman of
the Alaska Bar Association's Criminal Prosecution Committee.

On August 3, 1992, I set forth Alaska's Law Enforcement Plan.
(enclosed) That Plan's key priorities are:

Environmental Crime
Fraud and White Collar Crime
Illicit Drugs and Resulting Violent Crime

I state on page 11:

The United States Attorney will continue to provide
leadership for federal, state and local law enforcement
and press for changes in Alaska State Laws to adequately
address Alaska's increasing criminal element.

The Plan specifically addresses the Assessment, Law Enforcement
Priority, and LECC Goals for Alaska's attack on: drugs, violent
crime, white collar crime, organized crime (gangs), smuggling and
environmental crimes. The Plan also addresses my involvement as
the United States Attorney in Project North Star, a Joint Canadian-
United States Bi-National Law Enforcement Cooperative effort.

Also enclosed is my Project North Star Briefing Paper for Attorney
General Janet Reno dated March 18, 1993. This Project North Star
Briefing Paper sets forth my concern regarding the Project North
Star's duplication of counter-narcotics intelligence and missions.
I emphasize that our Nation's aggressive attack on drugs should
look to Canada's Strategy which highlights and should be our theme:

It makes much more sense to nurture a child than to
rehabilitate an adult.

Wevley William Shea
Unired States Attorney
District of Alaska
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As a Co-Chairman of Project North Star and member of the Executive
Committee, as well as the Training Committee, I am more familiar
with Project North Star than anyone in the Department of Justice.
I will be happy to make myself available to Attorney General Janet
Reno at any time to emphasize my concern over allocation and waste,
as well as the "over-involvement" of military in our Nation's anti-
drug efforts. It is wvitally important that you and Attorney
General Janet Reno draw a distinction between the military's
support role in our drug enforcement effort and the combined
efforts of federal, state and local law enforcement agencies in
addressing our Nation's drug problem.

It is my understanding that the military's anti-drug efforts are
funded in the amount of $1.9 billion and combined funding for the
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) to attack our drug problem is less than 50% of
the military's budget. I understand our military is searching for
new roles. However, law enforcement is vastly different at
federal, state and local levels, than the military. We must not
allow the military to assume more than a "support role" to federal,
state and local law enforcement.

I have one of the few federal "death penalty" cases against Raymond
D. Cheely. Mr. Cheely and one of the other co-conspirators
engineered and directed a "mail bomb killing" and "maiming" from
inside two separate prisons in Alaska. Since I was the individual
who requested permission from then Attorney General Bill Barr, to
seek the "ultimate penalty," I feel very responsible for the
successful conclusion of the case. To date, three co-conspirators
have pled gquilty and the 1litigation is proceeding against Mr.
Cheely and a fifth co-conspirator.

Oral argument on the "death penalty" has not been set before the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. I had anticipated, personally,
participating in the prosecution of Mr. Cheely since I am the
individual responsible for the recommendation of the "penalty of
death."

In addition, there are a number of other complex investigations and
prosecutions proceeding for which I feel personally responsible in
a leadership capacity.

Our Nation's citizens demanded a change and I certainly anticipate
that you, as President, and Janet Reno as the Attorney General,
will provide excellent leadership. However, I certainly will be

Wevley William Shea
United States Artorney
District of Alaska
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happy to assist you and Attorney General Janet Reno if you decide
that it would be beneficial to the United States Attorney's Office
in Alaska, the Department of Justice, and the citizens of the State
of Alaska.

In concluding, I would like to state I was ashamed of the reception
you received aboard the aircraft carrier approximately two weeks
ago. As the Commander-in-Chief, you should not be subjected to
such conduct regardless of perceptions of the past. At 23, when
you were a Rhodes Scholar, I was flying combat missions off the
U.S. Ranger in A-6 Intruders with targets primarily in the Hanoi-
Haiphong area of North Vietnam. Despite apparently vastly
different approaches to our responsibilities 25 years ago, I have
the highest regard for you as President.

I will be happy to be of assistance to you and Attorney General
Janet Reno to assure the smooth transition of leadership in the
United States Attorney's Office in Alaska. Unfortunately, it is my
opinion and the opinion of others in the 1law enforcement
prosecution and judicial community that there is no one presently
in this office who has the sufficient background, experience and
leadership capacity to assume the responsibility as United States
Attorney for the District of Alaska.

However, should a recommendation be needed for an Assistant U.S.
Attorney to assume leadership of this office, I would recommend
James E. Torgerson, Chief, Criminal Division.

I will be happy to assist you should you and Attorney General Reno
so desire.

My Very Best Wishes.

Ve Resgectfully,

EVLEY WILLIAM
United States, Attorney

WWS:kjm

cc: The Honorable Janet Reno
Attorney General
United States of America
Duplicate Original
Enclosures

Wevlev William Shea
United States Attorney
District of Aluska
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U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attormey
Eastern District of Missouri

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

US Court and Custorn House
1114 Market Streer
St Louis, Missouri 63101

March 24, 1993

314-539-2200

FAX/314-539-2309

I have been informed that you wish all United States

Attorneys to tender their resignations.

Please accept this letter

as my tender of resignation, effective as of whatever date you
determine to be in the best interest of the Department of Justice.
I have been honored by the opportunity to serve the Eastern
District of Missouri in this important position and consider it the

highlight of my legal career.

I do want to bring to your attention two factors,
however, which might favor a short delay in the effective date of

this resignation.

First, I have been integrally involved in the investiga-

tion of U.S. v. Kessler, et.al.,

a much-publicized and politically

sensitive case involving widespread abuses in Missouri’s Workers’
Compensation system. The U.S. District Judge to whom the case is
assigned has given it a firm and final trial setting of June 7,

1993. Given my role as lead counsel,

my active and personal

involvement 1in preparing for the trial of this complex and
significant case and the fact that the Assistant U.S.
assisting me will be in another trial this May on a related matter,
I believe that removing me from the case at this point, immediately
prior to its trial, will have a substantially negative impact on

this pending matter. I would,

of course,

Attorneys

be prepared to leave
immediately upon the trial’s expected close in late June.

Second, I have been asked by Congressman Richard Gephardt
to serve on a citizens’ commission to aid him in making recommenda-
tions to you regarding the appointment of a new United States

Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri.

This process is

expected to begin formally this Friday, and I have been told that

it should take several months to complete.

I believe that here,

too, a short delay in an immediate departure from this position
will facilitate the selection process and the transition to new

leadership.







































U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of New Mexico

AAI1IAN9E. Nl .« 2 2
JJ Ty TILTY

Post Office Bax 607 505-766-3341

Albuquorque, New Mexdco 87103 FTS 8-505-766-3341
March 24, 1993

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
Pursuant to your request, I hereby submit my resignation as
the United States Attorney, District of New Mexico, effective upon

the naming of my successor.

It has been an honor to have served my country for these last
twenty-one years.

cere

DON SVET
Unit States Attorney









