










































































So, in the year ahead, let us act to restore their trust.
Let's pass real campaign finance reform -- reform that curbs the
PACs and lobbyists, that limits spending, and that opens the
airwaves to candidates with new ideas. Let's make it real.
Let's give it teeth. And let's get it done.

We took one giant step last year to restore the public
trust. We faced up to economic reality. We passed a
comprehensive economic growth plan and began building the
foundation for a recovery that will endure.

For years, the federal budget process was a sham. We changed
that. We used real numbers. We put our fiscal house in order. We
passed a plan that will reduce the deficit by $500 billion over
five years.

Know what? It's working. This year, our national deficit
will be 50 [cq] billion dollars lower than expected.

We also restored fairness to our tax code. More than a few
words have been said on the subject of taxes so let's clear the
air.

Our budget raised taxes on the richest 2 percent ([cq] of
Americans. But when 98 percent of our citizens fill out their
1040 forms this year, many of them will pay less in incomes taxes
because of indexed tax brackets. For 98 percent of taxpayers,
income taxes did not go up. (cq)

Tonight, I can report that we have begun to take hold of our
economic destiny. I know our recovery is not good enough. I
know that people are still hurting, that not everyone feels the
growing strength. But we are moving in the right direction.

Deficit reduction has lead to dramatically lower interest
rates. Car sales are up. Home sales are at record highs. And
homeowners are refinancing their mortgages at record low rates.

All of this serves our highest goal: to create jobs. In

1993, we created 1.6 million new private sector jobs -- twice as
many jobs in one year than my predecessor saw in four. The
unemployment rate in December declined to 6.4 percent -- the

lowest it's been in almost three years.

In 1993, we built jobs for the future by taking historic
steps to increase our exports. We didn't always agree -- I have
the scars to prove it -- but I am confident that our efforts to
open markets abroad will help create jobs and raise living
standards here at home.

The North American Free Trade Agreement will open up markets
in Mexico and Canada, and generate 200,000 new American jobs in
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Fear. But fear is only the most visible and terrifying symptom of
what is becoming a moral-- even spiritual--crisis. The precious fabric
of family, neighborhood, and community is being unraveled -- by
students who drop out and give up; by coarsened youth, who kill without
remorse; by absent fathers, unwed mothers and broken homes.

As a people, we have no greater responsibility than to restore the
bonds of civility and respect that bind us together.

The condition of our larger society is always a reflection of our
inner lives. We must never forget that changes from the outside in
will surely fail unless they are met, and matched, by changes made from
the inside out. We must do what's right because it is right -- because
the habits of our hearts know the difference between right and wrong.

We must remind all parents -- nothing you do is more important
than protecting the children you bring into the world; teaching them--
by power of example -- the importance of hard work, of respect for
education and learning, of resistance in the face of temptation, of
patient building for a better future. That much is your duty.

But we cannot expect parents to succeed if the larger culture that
surrounds -- indeed, invades -- our homes to undercut their efforts.
We must challenge the people who create our culture -- who bring us
films, radio, and television shows -- to curb pointless violence,
immorality, and imagery that degrades women or needlessly tramples on
religion.

This is not a call for censorship. It is a call for conscience
and responsibility on the part of those who could better use their
gifts to elevate our spirit.

Let us give our children a future. Let us take away their guns
and give them books. Let us remove their despair and replace it with
hope. Let us rebuild our families, our neighborhoods, and our
communities. Let us weave these thin but good and sturdy threads into
a new social fabric that can once more warm us against the chill of
evil, and lead us to a better tomorrow.

Tonight, we meet in a time of great challenge and great promise.
Our democratic values light the way for all those who remain repressed
by leaders or ideas long obsolete. Our economy gathers strength, our
citizens grow more confident. We are home to this planet's most
energetic and optimistic people.

These people, the American people, are eager to get on with the
task of making history as we want it to be made. Little wonder. This
restless state of reinvention and renewal is the natural state of our
people, our democracy, and our union. It is our task to help breathe
new life into the American spirit, and grow new wings for the American
soul. Thank you. And may God Bless America.
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THE NEw COVENANT: RESPONSIBILITY AND

\

REBUILDING THE AMERIEAN—C OMNMF=HTY
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY. WASHINGTON, D.C.
OCTOBER 23, 1991

Thank vou ail for being here today. You are iiving in revolutionary
times. When [ was here, America sougnt to contain communism, not roil it back. Most
respected academics held that once a country “went Communtst” the loss of ireedom
was permanent and irreversible. Yet in the last three vears, we ve seen the Berlin Wall
come down. Germany reuniried. all of Eastern Europe abandon communism. a coup in
the Soviet Union rail and the Sowiet Union itself disintegrate, liberatng the Baltics ang
other republics. Now the Soviet Foreign Minister 1s trying to help our Secretary of
State make peace in the Middle East. And in the space of one year. Lech Walesa and
Vaclav Havel both came to this city to thank America for supporting their quest for
ireedom. Nelson Mandeia walked out of a jail in South Africa he entered before |
entered Georgetown 1n 1964. He now wants a Bill of Rights like ours for his country.

We should be ceiebrating. All around the worid. the American
Dream — political freedom. market economics, national indepenaence — s
ascenaant. Everything your parents and granaparents stooa 1or from world War If on
has been rewarded.

Yet were not celebrating. Why? Because our peopie fear that while
the American Dream reigns supreme abroad. 1t is dying here at home. We're losing

s and wasuing opportunities. The very fiber of our nation is breaking down.
\Famnlies are coming apart, kids are dropping out of school,.drugs
and crime domunate OnT~ITPeTSAnd i Teaders tere n Washington are doing
nothing to turn America around. Our political system rotates between being the butt
of jokes and the object of scorn. Frustration produces calls for term limits from voters
who think they can't vote incumbents out. resentment produces votes for David Duke
— notjust from racists, but from voters so desperate for change, they'll support the
most anti-establishment message, even from an ex-Klansman who was inspired by
Adolf Hitler. We've got to rebutld our political life together pefore demagogues and
racists and those who pander to the worst 1n us oring this country down.

People once looked to our Prestdent and Congress to bring us
together, solve problems, and make progress. Now, 1n the face of massive challenges,
our government stands discredited. our people disillusioned. There's a hole in our
politics where a sense of common purpose used to be.

T The Reagan-Bush years have exalted private gain over public
obligations, special interests over the common good. wealth and fame over work and
famiiy. The 1980s ushered in a gilded age of greed, selfishness. irresponsibility, excess
and neglect.

Savings and loan crooks stole billions of dollars 1n other people’s
money. Pentagon contractors and HUD consultants stole from the taxpayers. Many big
corporate executives raised their own salaries when their compantes were losing
money and their workers were losing their jobs. Middle-class families worked longer
hours for less money and spent more on health care, housing, education and taxes.
Poverty rose. Many inner-City streets were taken over by crime and'drugs. welfare and
despair. Family responsibility became an oxymoron for deadbeat fathers who were
more likely to make their car payments than pay their child support.

And government, which should have been setting an example, was
even worse. Congress raised its pay and guarded its perks while most Americans were
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working harger for less money. Two Repupiican presidents ejectea on a cromise ot

fiscal responsibility advanced budget policies that mare than tripled the nationai debt.
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and racists and
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panaer to the
~Orst 1N us
Hring this

countlry aown
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Congress went along with that, too. Taxes were lowered on the weaithiest people
whose incomes rose. and raised on middle<lass people whose incomes fell.

And through it all. millions or decent. ordinary people who worked
haru. played by the rules and took responsibility for their own actions were 1alling
zenind living a life of struggle without reward or secunty. For 12 years. the forgotten
muddle class watched their economic interests ignored and their values run into the
around. In the 1980s. nothing illustrates this more cleariv than the fact that charitable
giving by middle-class families went up as their incomes went down. while charitable
giving by the wealthiest Amencans went down as their incomes went up.

Responsibility went unrewarded and so did hard work. It's no wonder so many kids
growing up on the street think it makes more sense to join a gang and deal drugs than
to stay in school and go to work. The fast buck was glorified from Wall Street to Main
Street to Mean Street.

To turn America around. we need a new approach founded on our
most sacred principles as a nation. with a vision for the future. We need a New
Covenant. a solemn agreement between the people and their government. to provide
pportunity for evervbody. inspire responsibility throughout our society and restore a
sense of communicy to this great nation. A New Covenant to take government back
irom the powerrul interests ang the bureaucracy and give this country back to
ordinary people.

More than two hundred years ago, our founders outlined our first
social compact between government and the people. not just between lords and kings.
More than a century ago. Abraham Lincoln gave his life to maintain the Union that
compact created. Sixty years ago, Franklin Roosevelt renewed that promise with a New
Deal that offered opportunity in return for hard work.

Today we need to forge a New Covenant that will repair the
damaged bond between the people and their government and restore our basic values
— the notion that our country has a responsibility to help people get ahead. That
citzens have not only the right but a responsibility to rise as far and as high as their
talents and determination can take them. and that we're all in this together. We must
make good on the words of Thomas Jefferson. who said, “A debt of service 1s due from
every man to his country proportional to the bounties which nature and fortune have
measured to him.”

Make no mistake — this New Covenant means change ... change in
our party. change 1n our national leadership and change 1n our country. Far away from
Washington, in your hometowns and mine, people have lost faith in the ability of
government to change their lives for the better. Out there. you can hear the quiet.
troubledvoice of the forgotten middle class. lamenting that government no longer
looks out for their interests or honors their values — like individual responsibility,
hard work, family, community. They think their government takes more from them
than 1t gives back, and looks the other way when special interests only take from this
country and give nothing back. And they're right

This New Covenant can't be between the politicians and the
established interests. It can’t be just another back-room deal between the people in
power and the people who keep them there. This New Covenant can only be ratified by
the people in the 1992 election. That is why I'm running for President.

Some people think it's old-fashioned to talk like this. Some people
even think [ am naive to suggest that we can restore the American Dream througha
covenant between people and their government. But I believe with all my heart after




















































