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Notes on Peter Edelman career and potential criticisms of his
record

I. Brief Biography

Peter Edelman is currently Counselor to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services. A native of Minneapolis, Minnesota, he
is a magna cum laude graduate of both Harvard College and Harvard
Law School. He was Phi Beta Kappa at Harvard College and Treasurer
of the Law Review at the Law School. He clerked for Judge Henry
Friendly on the U.S. Court of. Appeals for the Second Circuit and
for Justice Arthur Goldberg or the Supreme Court of the United
States (He had been picked to clerk for Justice Felix Frankfurter,
who retired before Edelman was slated to begin work.) After
serving in the military, Edelman worked as Special Assistant to
Assistant Attorney General John W. Douglas in the Civil Division of
the U.8. Department of Justice, and went from there to be
Legislative Assistant to Senator Robert F. Kennedy, a position he
held for the whole time Kennedy was in the Senate. He served as
Issues Director in Kennedy's Presidential Campaign in 1968.

Edelman married Marian Wright in July 1968 and, after a
travel-study fellowship from the Ford Foundation, helped found the
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial as its Associate Director. He served as
Vice President for Policy of the University of Massachusetts in the
early 1970s, as Director of the N.Y. State Division for Youth in
Governor Hugh Carey's Cabinet in the late 1970s, and was a partner
in the Washington firm of Foley & Lardner from 1979 to 1982, with
time out to be Issues Director for Senator Edward M. Kennedy's
Presidential Campaign in 1980. He was selected by TIME Magazine as
one of 200 outstanding young leaders in America in 1974. He has
been on the faculty at Georgetown University Law Center since 1982,
was Associate Dean from 1989 to 1992, and is on leave from that
position at present. He was the recipient of a United States-Japan
Leadership Program Fellowship in 1985, and was of counsel to the
law firm of Keck, Mahin & Cate from 1987 until 1993.

Edelman's litigation experience spans his Justice Department
stint in the 1960s, his time at Foley & Lardner in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, and his work at Keck, Mahin & Cate, as well as pro
bono activity during the 1980s and early 1990s. At Keck 1in
particular he was involved in a number of significant appellate
matters and work at pretrial stages in various pieces of
litigation. He wrote an important brief in the landmark Texaco-
Pennzoil case, briefed and argued an appeal in the Fourth Circuit
in an aspect of the Dalkon Shield litigation, and briefed and
argued another appeal in the Fourth Circuit in a significant ERISA
health insurance preemption case.

Peter Edelman has been a community leader and institutional
leader throughout his career. 1In the District of Columbia he has
served as a Trustee of the University of the District of Columbia,
and was co-founder of Parents United for the Public Schools, co-
founder and later board chair of the Center for Youth Services, and
















