

































































































































































































































































































































































Strong government management of the process is essential. The objectives of the
‘ management process is to control the interplay of proprietary interests so that the goals

and objectives of the standard are retained. Thus, while it is often inappropriate for
the Government to develop standards, it is fully appropriate, for the Govemment as a
customer to manage the process. In a recent report by the Congressional Office of
Technology Assessment, the battles within the standards development community were
exposed®. These should be avoided at all costs.

As part of the management function, ensure the expendability and flexibility of the
standard. As I mentioned above, the standard should be able to handle works of the
kind that cannot be imagined today and of the volume that is inconceivable today.
The power of networked information is one of creativity and innovation that
transcends current categories and structures.

I hope you find these comments helpful. I would be happy to supply additional
assistance as needed. In addition to the address and telephone number on the letterhead, I can

be reached via Internet mail at mbw@pitt.edu.

Sincerely,

Y A
‘ ///171/9/7 //(

Martin B.H. Weiss

Assistant Professor

Telecommunications and
Information Science

8 US Congress, Office of Technology Assessment Global Standards: Building Blocks for the Future TCT-
512 (Washington DC: US Government Printing Office) March 1992,
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