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Office of the Associate Attorney General

D.C, 20530
The Associate Attorney General

January 13, 1994

Confidential

TO:

WebstFROM:

Deval Patricksubject:

The Attorney General and I pleased to reco^end Oeval

this Administration's civil rights

He would add a much

1 y - inportant, -trlch has a^ood

»

Boston Globe profile

I.

DETERMINED TO BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE

MARKING INITIALS: Cb

DOJ/OAAG

U.S. Department of Justice

01/19/94

--------- j was born in his 
the South side of Chicago on July 31,

Executive'Director Elaine Jones, former Dean of the Harvard Law 
School James Vorenberg, 9th Circuit judge stephen Reinhardt, an

DATE:^jz5

MEMORANDUM

Bernard Nussbaum 
White House Counsel

U.S. District Judge Reginald Lindsay.

Attached is Mr. Patrick's resume and a 
of Mr. Patrick and Judge Lindsay.

Personal and Academic Background

Deval L- Patrick, an African-American man, 

grandparents' apartment on '—

a

Mr. Patrick would be an inspiring leader not only for the 

civil Riahts Division, but for L-- -------- .aaenda ^Raised on the South Side of Chicago and no stranger to 

racism", Mr. Patrick holds a keen awareness of the real and human 
problems underlying most civil rights cases. civil
needed burst of energy and enthusiasm to the work of the civil 
Rights Division. Equally as important, Hr.
oraso of the civil rights laws, having worked at the naaCP Logai 
K?ense ana Educational Fund from 1?83 through 1986 and havrng 
litigated a number of pro bono civil rights case, while 
private practice from 1986 to the present. Finally/ 
reputation as a litigator is excellent. Mr. Patrick enjoys 
strong support from those with whom he has worked and studied, 
including^most notably, NAacP^gai Defense »^c™ijund

Patrick as the nominee for the position of Assistant Attorney 

General for Civil Rights.

Phil Lader , x.
Deputy White House Chief of start

lubbell
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After attending primary school in the projects,

In betweenthe final round of the Ames moot: uourv
college and law school, Mr. Patrick traveled in East and West

career BackgroundII.

Upon graduation from law school, Mr. Patrick clerked for 
, qfonhon Peinhardt f9th cir.). From 1983 to 1935, Mr.

While at LDF, Mr. Patrick worked pri: 
i* he helped to prepare the brief and

Potential problems

2

19bb. After attenaing primary scnoox — ,
Mr Patrick received a scholarship to attend Milton Academy from 
"a'Better Chance,” a grcup that provides prep school scholarships 

Judge Stephen Reinhardt (9th Cir.). From 1983 to iSOJ, Mr. 
Patrick worked for the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund 

well-known case McKieskev v, Kemp, 481 U.S. 279 (1987) and 753 
app?icaUoi9o?}Georgia'^delth^enXty'^Mr^Patri^wH also

co-counsel.

In 1986, Mr. Patrick moved to Boston, taking a job with the 
litigation department of the private law firm of Hill & Barlow, 

practice has primarily been in commercial litxgation, 
"though Sa has spent an Average of 25% of his tine » BS too 

matters, including several civil rights cases. Rectintiy he was 
involved in negotiating a settlement with BayBank in Boston over 
claims of lending discrimination against African American 
borrowers. Perhaps his most best known recent client is Desiree 
Washington, whom he represents in her civil suit against fotmer 

boxer Mike Tyson.

considered and because of that has morelimited^experience as a

liticjutor. c_—--- - _~ _
litigated a handful of civil rights cases.
in our interviews that i.iz “ J_- 1

III.

We see two main drawbacks. First, only 37 years old, Mr.

outside of his three years at LDF, he has only 
^2.. 11 *1,1.1- -1. However, it was clt:ar 
his^roots have given him a maturity beyond 

college and law school, Mr. Patrick traveled in East and West 
Africa on a Michael Clark Rockefeller Memorial Traveling 

Fellowship.

Mr. Patrick currently lives in Milton, Massachusctte with 
his wife, 2 children and his mother. Diane Patrick, formerly a 
partner at the law firm of O'Melveny and Myers, ia the head of 
Human Resources ut Harvard University.
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in their home for about nine moncns; ana j
Boston in 1986, they have hired a young neighbor in the summers

to mow their lawn.

Attachments

3

undergraduate at Harvard, Joined

an all male senior club. 1
sued by '----- ---------
letter urging the club to accept women.
Patrick resigned his graduate membership.

women.

Finally, as an undergraduate at narvaru,
- * several vears later, when the ciud was

The club now accepts

birth ot their first child, the Patricks hired a woman who worked 
In their home for about nine months; and (2) since moving to
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DEVAL L. PATRICK

Education

1979-62

1974-76

(1977-78). Member of Phil 
Financial Board (1977-78).

team.

Law clerkship

1982-83 Law

Work Experience

boston, maHILL & BARLOW
Partner, Litigation Department, commercial and 
civil rights litigation and legal counselling on

behalf of Former Member, Hiring and Pro

1983-86

1986- 
present

-■ both defendants and plaintiffs, including 
appellate practice. Former Member, Hiring and Pro 

Bono Committees.

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL
June 1982. 

winner c. ----
J.D.,

01/19/94

.-■V

Summer,
1981

bummer,
1961

Hill & Barlow 
One International Place 

Boston, Massachusetts 02110
(617) 439-3555

(617) 439-3580 FAX

CAMBRIDGE, MA 
uire President of Legal Aid Bureau,
of final round Ames Moot court Competition.

‘ 7 clerk for Judge Stephen Reinhardt, United States
court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

W"ITE . . SAX FRANCISCO, CA 

Summer law clerk in general litigation and corporate 

matters -

SQUIRE, SANDERS & DEMPSEY WASHINGTON, D.C.
Summer law clerk in general litigation and corporate 

maLters-

™xStgrE.^ived in g.nara/^,i?%^s
practice, particularly in capital punishment and 

voting rights cases.

tinnvinn r’HT T FOF CAMBRIDGE, MA
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FIRST
Intern with the Bank's

Summers,
1975-76

Other Activities

22,i.,nd stains K™«tee, KAACP LT1 
^Zirman <1990- 1. Trustee, Milton Academy,

pirector,

in American Law (Sth and 6th editions). 
x __  , , ' 1QQ-, .. Renton MaaazxnBoston, Magazine

-2-

Suimers,
1977-79

WINSTON & STRAWN 
Suiraner ;

CHEMICAL BANK
Intern in 
Asia (1976) banking areas.

Summer,
1980

Director,
Member, Board of

Member, Board of °verseers. Boys & 
). Vice Chair, Mass. Judicial 
Director, National Board, NAACF 

corporator. Milton Hospital (1991-

_____ _ CHICAGO, IL
JX"clerk in general litigation and

Member, New
Fund (1986- >, 0
Milton, Massachusetts (iMBa-

Mcmber, Boston Bar
Harvard University

UVCl ------- _
Girls Clubs of Boston_(p“:"

Legal Defense Fund
). Member, New \ Trustee, Milton acauwuj,
Fund (1966- ); chairman (1 )’ Executive Committee
Milton, Massachusetts (1985 H me £Oimnit.tee (1988-90). 
( 1987- ); chairman^ Long-RangeMassachusetts (1990-91). 

); member,

(3981-85)-

Academic and Other Honors

George S. Leisure Award g^BxceH.nce^n

school (1981). 791 (worked and travelled in East and West
Fellowship Award (197g-79 ( Memorial Award, Harvard College

M97F78) Harvard ClAb of'chicago Scholar, ^^V^^Zrd 
Sk Class of 1916 Scholarship Award; Harvard^^

College (1975). HJrv^dc^Xtion (19^) listed in Who's who 
Merit Outstanding Negro Go^endatr (9 „Names and

F2ctsetiCwavchWln 1993?" Boeton Magazine (December 1992).

NATIONAL BANK OF BOSTON BOSTON, MA
4.^^ with the Bank's Mid-East/Africa Group.

NEW YORK, NY 
both Mid-East/Africa (1975) and Southeast

(1987.'); chalnnan, Long-Range panning

S^X'T ^o = " (l9S0-t

Executive Committee (1990-91), memoer, MGllon public Interest

Shareholder Responsibilities^ Harva d U i £ibilities Section,
M«mber, Council of Individual Rights and gelection

wehai? el.ri Rookafeiler Travelling Fellowship

Inw^ational corporate class
^iSn^igh^u^th^fZdrral’clvll Rights Act.

Association Council (1993— )•
Alumni Association (1593- b

Ovcrseers, WGBH (1992- ). -
Girls Clubs of Boston (1992- 
Nominating Council (1991-93).

Mass. Judicial
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fl985^ and Massachusetts (1997). Also admitted to Prac 1 
the United States Supreme Court,.the United(States Cour s

Personal Background

Married, with two children.

-3-

Born in Chicago, Illinois- 
some French. J

01/19/94

„ > •

Bar and Bar Association Memberships

various federal district courts. Member, ^J-ican Bar 
Association? NdLional Bar Association; Massachusetts Bar
“’Ssiteion; Boston Bor Association; Conference of Minority 

Partners in Majwrity/Corporatc Law Firms.

o, Illinois- Married, with two children. Speak
some French. "Enjoy reading, squash, jazZ an
classical music, the theatre, the opera and cook mg.
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5.

LENGTH: 4409 words 

R.9in,14 Lind«y «« full of Blrminyham and b.

ioi-r.ed up. Some musicians teel cursed, loving buih family and the music, oJ?*in9 
for cne over the other. Pat Patrick wanted jaaa more than a family life. The

sides, seen
Lindsay's J 
crowd, <----

on® scratched hi« way out of Birmingham. Got, out of that place because^of^ ^

her tail^to the'back of an Alabama bus, you could say. Scratched all the «aY ^o 
Boston, to Dorchester and Roxbury, places with attitude, places Reginald Lindsay 
needed to be to ramind him of Birmingham, because you really can't quite leave a

mother and sister and Deval lived In a basement apartment on the city's South 
Side, right there at 79th and Calumet. There were two bunk beds and three

^evar^triSk^and^egiSd Lindsay took different paths from poverty to a top 

Boston law firm

BYLINE; By Wil Haygood, Globe Staff

BODY ton® scratched his way out of Birmingham. Got out of that place because of 
hie grandmother, Decause of LBJ, you might say, because Rosa Parks wouldn t move 

8TH STORY of Leva! 1 printed in PULL format.

Copyright 1993 Globe Newspaper company 
The Boston Globe

September 23, 1993, Thursday, City Edition

SECTION: LIVING; Pg- 63

place you were born to, drank milk from, even if it w»» a place much touched by 

horror.

The other cruised from Chicago into New England, first Milton Academy, then 
Harvard, then Harvard Law School, green grace and clear air everywhere. 
’atrick didn't have a darn thing to do with Roxbury. That'a what pained hxe 

jazzman father. Deval Patrick was a boy without pedigree who invented his own 

pedigree.
Deval Patrick, 37, came to the prestigious Boston law firm of Hill & Barlow 

in 1986. Reginald Lindsay was already there, the first and lone black p«rtaer- 
Reginald Lindsay was full of Birmingham, and he was full of Morehouse College 
"Wise," as Falrick concluded about Lindsay, 48, who ha® just been nominated by 
President Clinton to be a federal judge. Reginald Lindsay was like an old black 
man at ocean's «dg« who needn't go in the water anymore because he S seen both 

==on Jericho. Milton and Harvard and Harvard Law: That s different from 
b Birmingham and Morehouae. You might get over there, with the pedigreed 

and not be able to come back. Hight not want tv come back. Just might 
lose one's self.

■’When he first came to Hill & Barlow I didn't think we'd get along,” Lindsay 
«Hys of Patrick. "I thought we were very different. He went tc Milton, Harvard, 
Harvard Law School. He came from Chicago. I came from Birmingham."

What Reginald Lindsay needed tv see, what he looked and lictened for, what 
anyone from the South Side of Chicago or hard-luck Birmingham knows when he sees 
it and lamcntc when ho doesn’t; what the mighty fall for a lack of, Yja?tthe 
meek can pcssess, thereby lifting them up, what Reginald Lindsay couldn t 
exactly tell if Deval Laurdine Patrick possessed, what sweeps and connects 
generations, what finally brought them together, was this one thing that can t 
quite be touched but can bo felt, remembered, honored: Soul.

One is haunted by the South, the other by a father's wailing saxophone.

When Deval Patrick was 4 years old his father split, left Chicago with the 
wind at his back. Thelonious Monk was hot in New York City, and Pat Patrick
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‘« ‘h. cXil-n in ff„ ± coxa

about a Bceton-based program

Patrick applied to Milton Aoad^.y "I just got a letter one^y 
recalls. "It said you are admitted to Clas ■— a lanaaaae I di

They eoie Ma « brio, . JeoWt. «•
The Milton fi-ilka

the lawns manicured and green.
rherS were doubts, small doubts, Xt was a grange town a dirrere^ohoo1.

his side of Chicago a world away.

hive b.e„. he the UU.
of person With this incredible heart a , teacher had tears in his eyes.

« -L “u’ £r™ Wal •
belled tbit thin?, nr. snin? to «>« nut,- .ny, P.txxot-

smith liked

seconds' worth of

----- , a gilded place 
he remembers. For

about a Boston-based program called A Better 
kids with scholarships to prcctigioua prop

, with buttons, 
the South Side is a windbreaker,"

h^d hZd^omething different in mind: blue^ blazer,
something for dinner, far dining. "A jacket on t--------------

says Patrick.

clear,

nil *ha wav to Boston, cold »P there; ana ene senawu 
than iust the weather. "He knows what he has here- He can always come 
»^he said. That made Deval feel good. He wasn't being sent out into the

mother, Bloter or brother - wovW

, Then'she fed him:

f«ti« «« urn in hi, bl... in tn. .ightn.srndb. »£ *"•"
and on firn. Th. Woodlawn riot., which „upt^ w th. °L “=£”L.
St“ mXJc b.1.y ,unl...h« hi, cop. “n -ovn? p-t-Jt...

31 aren’t
3KX 1« Ci black anc whit, antaseniame .talnwa th. city.

’ ■ ■• > He
what7high school would'have been

When the first holiday rolled ^f°und_ho 
for Boston, for the islands, f
Patrick's 1  ' '
thought he was

Deval Patrick, —- "T_"l
was his youth, his Chicago bavkyround, 
answer: "If you can fill I1** T””

- ‘ "I just gat a letter one day from Milton,’’

I got thcre^The”whole letter was in a language I didn'the recalls. "It said y< 
military academy until 
quite understand."

When her son
Deval

more 1
home, --------------- ---------------
world to do or die, just to do, to try.

It was the fall of 1970 when he arrived on .mb6l._ F.

in h<« veins. Emily Patrick scolded her brother with her eyes. -------------------
hard to turn a cold eye toward family.

TharA was over the years, some moving around, in and out of the

iaylor Homes, one of the roughest projects in America.

Looked around and saw kids leaving 
for their parents' second homes. A. o. smith was 

and .o did hi. ciic, Aubrey, end

fill^thfi^unforgiving minute/with sixty seconds' worth of

like: grim."

Patrick's better chance

A teacher told Deval Patrick 
Chance. It provided disadvantaged 
schools.

left, someone asked Emily Patrick if she was .
- ■ cold up there; and she sensed the/ meant

mruaf m — - -

; small good things began to happen. At a 
"If." Francis Millet was thara Of eource 

"a very dry and formal sort

lf lor tne xexanuB, iwi -----
English teacher. Smith had been at

Us:\u., Aibrey, And they dldn-t ...Uy know y It

_. Then
school assembly he recited Kipling's
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which is

appH»d to five ^01^e3eS!^|le:,ftI’r^nC®^r^eg®O^eH°rvard "

Trinity .

"Now," sho

He entered Harvard in the fail of 1974. He majored in English and American 
literature. A Midwesterner, he fell in love with American writing, particular y 

living L jaaxmen live, between cities and roads and hope and marcy and the moon

it certainly looked like him and yes it was him, ana no one mew now ywu 
there taut there1 he was, standing on the edge of it all, atnong^the gowned 

^U5u5tBap^»rZriinvitedahimBeif7^Truth‘be'toid,' some'strong words were'said

living as j*xn»n live 
itself.

Deval Patrick appHed to five colleges! rale, Princeton,
and Harvard, He dreamed of Harvard. "A. O. had been to Harvard, 

he says. He got into all five. Harvard*s acceptance letter wan written Ln 

beautiful calligraphy.

When word Of the Harvard acceptance came h« broke across the Milton campus to 
phone Chicago, tall his mom and grandmother.

"Gram," he said, "I'm going to Harvard."

She was happy, juet happy tor the boy to be getting an education, 
asked, "where is that?"

distance run,/Youro Lb the 2arth and everything t-.hat's Ln it,/And - 
more - you'll be a Man, my son!"

"He was so at ease with Who he was, and that made it possible tor hun to open 
up to a whole group of people," Patrick says about A. □. Smith.

"We took him to the Cape with us," Aubrey Smith now recalls about the trips 
she and her husband took Patrick on, "to chop wood, drink hot chocolate and talk 

about the world."

When Deval Patrick went home tor a visit to Chicago, he carried some of the 
clear air of Milton with him; it hung in his lungs. "He talks like a white boy, 
his sister blurted out one day- There was ailonco in that South Side apartment. 
Hie grandmother could feel the heaviness. "He speaks like an educated boy, the 
grandmother explained. And that settled that.

When he graduated from Milton it was a good day, a sunny day. Mom had come up 
from Chicago. SO had the grandparents. No one expected Pat Patrick, the father. 
"He was more attuned to the risk of what was being lost, Patr_ck says about his 
father's feeling about him being at Milton. "He felt mistrustful of the 
community I was in." They hadn't heard from Pat Patrick in years, anyway.

And on that sunny day the family looked around and they couldn't believe it, 
it certainly looked like him and yes it was him, and no one knew how he got 
there but therv he was, standing on the edge of it all. Among the gowned 
Students, pat Patrick himself. Emily Patrick hadn't seen her husband in years. 
Bo just appeared, invited himself. Truth be told, some strong words were said 
that afternoon, but the glory of the day drowned a lot of it out.

Maybe the wailing father - Pat Patrick - who is now dead, was trying to say 
X***J***- t , _____ _______ « —J PkA I.vsa si cn EO QSV.

those days he was showing up to bo near the boy, his eyO« burning with fury a<- » 
son he wondered about, knew he had, in a way, lost, that ghosts must be sta.etl 
down because they won't die. Not in Birmingham. Not in jazz clubs, hot in 

Boston.

"For a long time he felt so suspicious of my experience at Milton," Patrick 
says of his father. "I think he thought I was learning at Milton how not to 
reepuct the life choices ha had made."

The Milton kid who showed up on campus without a proper blue blazer finally 
got one, before graduation. The jaarman father sent it along.

The halls of Harvard
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When Deval Patrick

Decile, the cultures, the languages* He picked up a lot, both rn culture and 
luage. -If you listen carefully you can learn a lot," Patrick cays. That s

his desert travels landed him in Khartoum, there was a telegram: Harvard

XS’.SSeJ: wtriek tS work tor ?:

list conaemnea xmuatess — ■■— - rnnctitiir.ionalalongside, and they won a lot of cases - "again and againon constrtutional

01/19/94

. •*

supervision

The NAACP Legal
Greenberg 1-----------

Just like that

Deval Patrick thought of 
. one

interview"and more simply getting to know each other, because Greenberg Patrick wha? he wanted tS do. Patrick said voting rights. Greenberg offered 

caoital punishment cases, the aeath penally. There 11 be very little

Milton and Harvard and Harvard Law School. It had all been fine, specia-. 
After the clerkship some tony San Francisco law firm begged Patrick to come 
aboard. The grass kept getting greener. But something was missing, a x

brush with Washington power pd^ics^recently^when

I legal writings drew the wrath of 
IW oeam —— was law and mercy in the real sense,
to Florida to MiBHiosippl to Alabama. There are groups m

When Deval Patrick graduated from Harvard he received a Rockefeller 
Fellowship to travel and study in the Third World. It was worth 5 5^°0. That 
was a thin amount of money to live on tor a year, which was the foundation 
point: If you were going to the lap of poverty they didn't want you Living high 

Oil the hog.
He went to the Sudan to work with the United Nations. He traveled along the .115? Srhu^ilMsHbe desert. It was important for^him to 3^ to^ow 

the ]
language. 
something I learned from my father.”

Out there in the deeert, tucked into his backpack, was an application for 
Harvard Law. There was a bit of whimsy to the way Deval Patrick thought of 
Harvard Law: He would neither exult if he got in nor cry if he didn t 
evening, in the desert, he pushed together sand, made a flicked on his

ouL the auollcotion to Harvard law. "The wa= so

edge, call it the unsaid warnings from an old jazzman.

Deval Patrick found himself in New York City, sitting in the NAACP Legal 
Defense offices, being interviewed by Jack Greenberg. Maybeit^was^less 

capital punishment cases, the death penally, "mere-xi vCty
ci nr}" is what Greenberg said.

— - Defense Fund made the reputations of Spottswood Robinson and
himself and of course Thurgood Marshall. It's heady company.

■ Patrick found himself in the Deep South, working feverishly to 
iur^em7ed inm™ from th- abyss. There was
alongside, and they won a lot of cases - "again and •9ai-n. ° nf ?^nl
grounds," recalls Patrick. That other lawyer was someone by^the name^of Lani^ 

Guinier, who had a painful 1

attorney general for civil rights. Guinier s
conservatives. ’
ftuiii Georgia to Texas
those states awash 1------------ - 
been dying at an alarming rate during the past decade.

"I've gone to prisons to tell clients their appeals ^ve been ^cessful," 
says Patrick. "And I've gone to prisons tu 1-11 clients we lost, and goodbye, 
because they were within hours of execution."

He did have an opportunity to dip into the Voting Rights quagmire in the Deep

fiasnxignr, and filled Pul the application to Harvard Law. ««y wa= so
easy to write," he now says, "because there's nothing like travel to give you 
perspective on things back home."

When his desert travels landed him in Khartoum, there was a telegram: Harvard 
Law had accepted him. tie began law school in the fall of 1979.

Deval Patrick glided through Harvard T.aw, rather beautifully- He won moot 
court competition. That's nothing to blink at; It's a competition by a
Suoreme Court justice- Clerkships for federal judges are coveted by Harvard Law 
School students. Patrick went to work for Federal Judge Stephen Reinnarato*.he 
Ninth Circuit Court in Los Angeles. "I knew the first five to 10 minutes after 
the interview I wanted him," -uy& Reinhardt. Reinhardt rccallc Deval 
Patrimething was missing

^rtas'w^ed, then dumped, by President Clinton for the post of a^^tant

Working death penalty eases

in death^penaity emotior/^ln the Deep South the dead have
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ferwed^whiU Xnd black. The trial was bitter. There were kkk figuree

that

^^reg^ed school. He b^zenly sought to have his daughter integrate PHiiliPB' 
hminn firebombed for such braxenness. That

every Southern segregated i 
■n segregated school lacked

Hill St sarlow made a pitch. That 
happening during Patrick's i

and know about sweet potatoeo in the ground, too. "I had never black men
wear suits and ties, except on Sundays,1’ says Lindsay.

South. He and Ouinicr tried the caeo together In Alahama. Same blacks in Selma 
had arranged a voter registration drive. It involved absentee ballots. The drive 
— - plenty successful, but they ended up being charged with voter conspiracy. 

. • - x _ __ml a   J B.va A Vx 4 “knva t.W9b KKK Fl mi "FP R
in^attendance"and there was the’NAACP Legal Defense team of Patrick and Guinier.

The Patrick-Guinier teAfti won on all counts. When the two lawyers looked 
around the courtroom the old blank men and women of Alabama were singing - 
hymns, Negro spirituals - and they wer® clutching worn Bibles. "It was a very 
moving experience," Patrick recalls.

Next Patrick and Guinier dropped in on then-ArkanaaB GOv. Bill Clinton. They 
sued Clinton over a voting rights lecue. "Nothing personal. We settled the case 
to our satisfaction, says Patrick.

When the first of Eeval Patrick's two daughters.was born, he and his wife, 
Diane, agreed it made sense to ease up on the traveling. The family earns to 
Boston. Hilton, Harvard, Harvard uawi it wouldn't be difficult to get come 
interviews lined up with some local firms.

v.;.. was the old Dukakis law firm. Something kept
round of interviews at Hill & Barlow. Everyone would

mention Reginald Lindsay. "Have you met Reg Lindsay? they d want to know, 
was a neat little build-up, and Patrick imagined, just the way they were 
mentioning Lindsay - and he didn't think they wore being eondssconding - t 
Lindsay must be black.

When Daval Patrick met Reginald Lindsay, Lindsay was sitting in a 
wheelchair, standing tall.

A Birmingham childhood

In the early 1560s in Birmingham a minister by the name of Fred 
shuttleoworth started complaining jUs hiS^Children^to^a _

the white high school. He got his house firebombed for such braxenness. 
didn't quiet the Baptist minister. He kept raising hie voice. To appease 
Shuttlesworth the Birmingham civic leaders built a high school that he could 
literally w from hie backyard, it was called Garver. It was for the blacks. 
That's where Reginald Lindsay went to high school.

Lindsay's parents divorced when he was little. He lived in Birmingham with 
his grandparents, Frank and Julia Crosier. His grandfather worked ift a foundry. 
His grandmother w«s a beautician, in her home, "ho we used bo say in the South, 
says Lindsay, "she 'dressed' hair."

Hot every Southern segregated school was awful. And certainly not every 
Southern segregated school lacked for inspiration. "One of the interesting 
things about growing up in a segregated nigh school," recalls Lindsay, was that 
everybody told us we could make it."

In the 1960s, of course, Birmingham was busy being Birmingham. It seemed a 
City under siege. It seemed the hottest place in the whole civil rights 
cauldron. Frank and Julia crosier didn't mind their grandbaby getting out, going 
elsewhere to get an education.

Atlanta wasn't that far away, geographically speaking, but in terms of 
peogrsac, it was light-yeara ahead of Birmingham. Even in the 1950s Atlanta aa 
a progressive edge to it. In the 1960s it could be a kind of Southern haven. 
Morehouse offered Reginald Lindsay a full four-year scholarship.

At Morehouse old black men were suits and ties and spoke the King's English

suits and ties, except on Sundays,
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Reginald Lindsay’s

trying to lift up from the swamp of segregation. He pumped Reginald Lindsay 9 
hand not once, not twice, but "three times," says Lindsay.

"I likedmore Morehouse than Harvard. He had seen both sides of the orrean.

appointed r.xiu neaa oi cne uepa^tmenu m ruwxxv
all of 29 years old. Ha stayed with the department for two years.

working for the Johnson-Humphrey ticket.

By then, of course, thocial legislation had begun to flow. Lindsay met Bobby 
Ma mat Hutasrr Humnhrev. And cne day he sat Ln the National Cathedral

islaeilu/ -L XWC jf vU • nta w- v ■w*- ■» -■ j
of something being knocked off a mantelpiece. He thought he d walk 

away, right then, but no, he couldn’t, because LBJ had turned, to him, and thi 
could be like having Niagara Faile suddenly in your face, and he had grabbed

Birmingham got around to changing. It changed as much because of the marchers 
as it did because of the law, and some federal judges - southern federal judges 
- wha unblinded southern law. a lot of that change came rushing back into 
Reginald Lindsay’s consciousness recently when he was nominated by President 
Clinton to become a federal judge.

"When I was being intcrview&ri T mentioned people like Frank Johnson and 
Harlan Hobart Grooms and Hugo Black." Those were Alabama judges who meant to 
make a difference and did. Black, in his youth, was a member of the KKK. He 
became one of the most liberal justices to sit on the nigh court. They used to 
say that Black once wore a white robe and scared blacks, then he changed, 
started wearing a black robe, scaring whites.

At Morehouse, the great Benjamin Mays was president and every Tuesday, in 
chapel, that great man lectured, about the world, about social graces. Mays 
very presence, says Lindsay, "made you want to look at yourself as you had never 

done before."

Lindsay majored in political science. At the time no place in America seemed 
more political than the sont.h. Lindsay didn’t know it, but he was directly in 
the path of history’s broom: Hearts and souls and minds were being swept up and 

all around.

Lindsay himself landed in Washington in the summer of 1964 to work with the

Kennedy. He met Hubert Humphrey. And cne day he sat Ln the National cathedral 
and heard President Lyndon Johnson himself talk. He was awed. He went downstairs 
in the National Cathedral, almost as if guided by some kind of force outside of 
his own body. Just looking and looking around, and over there, in a corner, was 
the man himself, tall and wide, huge as his own shadow. LBJ was chatting up 
Billy Graham, the evangelist, and Reginald Lindsay, once he spotted the 
president, couldn’t turn back. During that summer LBJ was pushing - with 
everything he had - the 19G4 civil righto bill.

"Mr. President, I love you." He said it SO clearly. Tt came out with the 
suddenness of something being knocked off a mantelpiece. He thought he d walk 
away, right then, but no, he couldn’t, because LBJ had turned, to him, and thaw 
could be like having Niagara Faile suddenly Ln your face, and he had grabbed 
Reginald Lindsay’s hand and begun shaking it with that big LBJ grip; it was one 
hand, one black boy's hand, and it was every black h«nd in America that LBJ was

LBJ got his civil rights bill passed.

Reginald Lindsay graduated from Morehouse three years later, in 1967.

It was too early to return to Birmingham. The city still couldn't quite be 
trusted. He came North, to Cambridge, to Harvard Law.

He did fine, but admits, "Harvard Law was a little estrangement for me." He 
was more Morehouse than Harvard. He had seen both sides of the "I liked
Harvard Law, I loved Morehouse."

He was recruited by Hill & Barlow in 1970- in 1975 then-Gov. Michael Dukakis 
appointed him head of the Department of Public Utilities. Reginald Lindsay was 
Ji 2° "I'1- w“ «+-av«d with the department for two years. In 1979 he
became Hill 6 Barlow's first black law partner.

Birmingham got around to changing. It changed as

unblinded southern law. A lot of that change came rushing back into
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A detaJe of difference

Two boys, two man. two American lives, two Hill & Barlow lawyers, wnxsperxn 
to e;=h othor, courted .nd eooed by “J '

be for a

graudmoth^'s house, and the grandmother stepped

and 
but not

in their hotel. It was the Ritz, 
out the

says Patrick.

Thsre-e an 11-vear difference between the two. xn America, xu «.«■ "Y, .7 7J came frlm! that's a lifetime. The decade between 1958 and 1968 was a lifetime in 
the American South. Reginald Lindsay saw the FOR COLORED ONLX signsj DeY^ 
Patrick didn't. Milton Academy could be a nxfty Ixttlo oocoon,- n Riminghm 

you'd be right up against the glass window, the tears and blood flowing, 

reflecting.

coming together between two lawyers happened in Chicago.

American Bar Association convention. A trip for

Birmingham,“specifically about clothes, about having nr.ee owned a J’lO-euit. ’ His

aot'vours^f ^"dllferen^va^^ioi^o^J aCit^ 'STlaughabl^ but not 

If you're poor, not if you have to wear it. It was the best Julxa and fran

hi^golna M buy 10 suit., .bit., on. laid »«>.. the bed

H-Sr^Iss::
Lindsay wished he could have run up to her, grabbed that old lady, and just 
huggedher. but he couldn't. Etc rttit'’"'’ nf th® South. Of
.iXiujh--, or b.i.g ihtid. U£. lt.«Xf. JUd th«. they were

from different ^ses^maybe^but^the^same^

you've (

hey found a ena«e-snap
feet^lono They had to cut it out, and with it, his ability to walk, 

ut-eh. by how diMleul. it cn b. for . 

disabled person to get about comfortably.

Driving around Chicago, Deval Patrick wanted to show Reginald Lindsay his 
jSfe-ts.fe -IS F

XOul’ 3. id __ 0 MkJV r\rti^A rtwnod a "10-SU

Two boys, two men, two American lives, two Hill & Bjrlowl«wy-r-, whispering 
to each other, courted and wooed by Washington? not just Hill fi Barlow lawyer , 
but Hill & Barlow partners, part of the grain of the P1®^'^bies" either 
doors that were once cloead. Hardly anyone's affirmative action babiea eitnet. 
Scarred by poverty and old bones and remembrance, swinging etxll, so scarred 

sweetly.

Reginald Lindsay
in his back. The

huaced'her but he couldn't, she reminded him so much of the South, of 
nuggeu net, 1 j , t-nara thev were, frozen, and they
were as close in the little bit of distance as two people hugging each other 
wouTd have been, because Deval Patrick had told his grandmother about Reginald 
r'ndeav And what after all is much of Chicago but transplanted southerners. south1^ J mS to the uninitiated but. nml Patrick's 

grandmother knew better; she had seen Birmingham xn the eyes of

Chicagoans.

Later that night Patrick and Lindsay were

The

In’hls back. Th. .ymptema pothtea to multiple sclerosis- »•

Thsre-s .n n-yoar dltiesenoe Mtve.n th. two-

ne Of carpet. Patrick could tell from that drive around Chicago. 
leJtimental iSrney so much as a realization that the memories and 
stgnmSSce o? ?S journey was still very new for both or us," say

A fork in the road
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They'll likely both gone from Hill & Barlow; the road's about to fork. 
When they do depart, there will be no more black partners at Hill 8 •
Sera'1! b* a void, but they don't want the fork to close around them either.

used to pass a house on Hinckley Road every day, beautiful house,

Sorretiroes Reginald Lindsay comes over to visit Patrick, and the two littio 
Patrick girls troop over to Lindsay. He knows what they want: to play as 
TildrJn’iaSt to £, to nop atop hiswheelchair and ride And Reginald Lxnd^y

Deval Patrick (left) and Reginald Lindsay enjoy a

; used to 
in a house that he now

tSe20thlfiooi outdoor patio of Hill & Barlow Uw firm where they work. 
t __ JnJ? PHOTOS / PAT G^BNHOUSE 2. Deval Patrick with his wire, Dianv, 

and daughters Sarah, 7, and Katherine, 4.
*-=iu-inr! tn law Dirtner Llndea*. A.

____ ____ _ over in Mattapan, 
to“the’’Fatrick‘home 'in Milton* They'll roll up

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Pg= = H*'9 turned down overtures from the 
interested "in"a new kind of challenge," admits

Lindsay'e
are numbered.
Massachusetts. —------- . - ■
White House short list Cor other openings. He s 
Weld administration. ’ - - 1- —l-‘
Patrick.

D.ral Patrl® »»» ^ing to Mile™ h. c^riM papero to -

green'jrass’ B.’d gawX. A hiu.e'that he couldn't forgot.

"I've done my
starting his."

picrup^omrblrSui^then^o to^he^^rlck'ho^ir.’iilto^ Tuuy - t

alQ^vos out-id®, tear into the barbecue, not so much for ^he hunger of food, uut 
for the looking back, the memories of Birmingham the hush of the jazzman s> 
photo that sits inside on the table, in a house that Deval Pa^ick 
gawk at, on Hinckley Road, in a house that has 20 rooms, in a house
owns, in a house that does not lack for soul.owns, in a house ------ ------

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, 1. Lawyers
}"oLOBrsiiSr‘™OT6s’7’pii’5MBmoosB a. o.v.1 g.tricB "«>> i>i.

At Milton Academy in 1374, Deval Patrick was photographed at a meeting with 
former attorney general Elliot Richardson, right.

tikes’off, zooming across the lawn with them, and there is laughter, and the air 
i= ct.2, and tho girls are holding on, tight, and the laughter spreads.

trailblazing," saye Reginald Lindsay- " Deval Patrick is just


