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Reaource Perions;

VDRL, NCDC

to determine if the Tuskegee Study

Original purposes and design of study in 1932

................

a

1. Current welfare of study participants
Adequacy of follow up of study participants
Original ntirnneafl __ ___________i .

t •

Dr. Bobby C. Brown, VDRL, NCDC 
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr. Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr. Paul Cohen, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. Sidney Olaneky 
Profeasor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine 
Enory University Clinic, Atlanta

Recorders;

Dr. Leslie C. Norins
Chief, VDRL, NCDC

Mrs. Doris J. Smith
Secretary to Dr. Norins,

Attending;

Dr. David J. Senear 
Director, NCDC

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

Dr. U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL, NCDC

Mias Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

The purpose of the meeting was t 
should be terminated or continued.

Considerations were:
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a variety of risk factors associated with

emphasized.
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Participants included:
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Dr. Bobby C. Brown, VDRL, NCDC
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr. Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr. Paul Cohen, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Profeaaor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine
Etnory University Clinic, Atlanta

An ad hoc committee meeting was convened Thursday, February 6, 1969, 

at 1:00 p.m., in Conference Room 207, National Communicable Disease 

Center, to examine data from the Tuskegee Study and offer advice on 

continuance of this Study.

Cpmittea Members;

Dr. Gene Stollerman
Chairman, Dept, of Medicine
University of Tennessee, Memphis

Dr; Johannea Ipaen, Jr. 
Professor
Dept, of Connunity Medicine
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Dr. Ira Myers
State Health Officer
Montgomery

Dr. J. Lawton Smith
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 
University of Miami

Dr. Clyde Kaiser
Senior Member Technical Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
New York City

Resource Persons:
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Lealia C. Norina
Chief, VDRL, NCDC

Mra. Doria J. Smith
Secretary to Dr. Norins, VDRL, NCDC

Attending:

Dr. David J. Sencar
Director, NCDC

• »

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

!*• U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL, NCDC

Mlaa Gknevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

... #



The purpose of the casting was to datermlne if the Tuskegee Study

should be terminated or continued.

At the time of this

to be achieved from continuing the study at

1. Clarification of the relationship of serology to morbidity

to pathological

Full treatment of the
group

wai considered

or neurological conditions from late Herxhcimer’s reactions were emphasized

The meeting wa. terminated with several salient points;

1. Treatment for these patients

2.

3.

follow up or from

1. Current welfare of study participants

2. Adequacy of follow up of study participants

3. Original purposes and design of study in 1932.

meeting there were only seven patients whose

primary cause of death was ascribed to syphilis.

The potential benefits

this time were:

from syphilis,

2. Clarification of the relationship of syphilis 

findings.

3. Clarification of

Considerations were:

was not indicated unless they

had signs of active syphilitic disease.

Medical follow

survivors originally in the syphilitic

• The dangers to patients suffering from cardiovascular

a variety of risk factors associated with

morbidity and mortality from late syphilis.

gained by continuing to

record information gained either through medical

up of all survivors should be intensified.

Knowledge of medical value could be
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pathological examinations in the study
group.

4. Tha Macon County Health Department and the Tuskegee Institute

to help them to assist more fully

never be repeated

have been fully cognizant of the

should increase its

and the Macon County Medical Society

In the continuance of the study.

5. This type of study would

Qsa^\jtn>

study. The Public Health Service

contact with both the Macon County Health Department
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to evalu-
ate th. eff.ct of untro.t.d Io.., and |t conducted by th. V.„.r..|

Dltaase Division of

At the time the Study was begun there was

etc.

We are here to

#

Mr«b Doris J. Smith 
Secretary to Dr. Norins, VDRL, nCDC

Attending;

each person to introduce

summary of the Tuskegee Study. This

In Macon County, Alabama, a rural area with

and with a high rate of untreated syphilis,

discrimination,

the disease.

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

Dr* Las Ile C, Norins 
Chief,' VDRL, NCDC

the United States Public Health Service. 

Dr. Sancer then said the question

the Study or should we continue It?

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC 

f-—
Dr. U. S. G. Kuhn III, VDRL, NCDC

Miss Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

Dr. Sancer opened the meeting by asking

himself. He then gave a brief

Study was begun In 1932,

static population.

has come up; Should we terminate

It becomes a political problem, 
a 

no concern about racial problems.

At that time there was no problem about not treating 

"We want your advice In making a decision.

discuss this problem."
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z.
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j
I.

were selected for

•;

Many died

\

i

•<

occurred !n 1968.

total of 89 still living; J73 In all

of a total of 625 patients.

syphilis, at time of death.

I
I
i

The meeting was then turned over to Or. flobby Brown.

Or. Brown said we were here to take three looks:

The study as It was set up In 1932

What has happened to the Individuals 

Focus on the survivors

He than explained that he had spent the past 4-5 days going

over clinical records of patients, and had prepared charts to Inform the 

participants on the present status of the Study. He than showed a number 

of slides.

The original study group was composed of 412 male Negroes who 

had received no therapy, and who gave historical and laboratory evidence 

of syphilis; 204 men comparable In age and environment

the control group.

The first findings were published In 1936 by Vonderlahr et aj_.; 

complete reevaluations In 1938 and 1939 showed many of the patients had 

received treatment. The last evaluation (35th year) of this group

At that time there were 36 controls and 53 syphl 11 tics—a

groups are known dead to data, out

Eighty-three showed tome evidence of

Dr. drown believes that syphilis was a pri­

mary cause of death In only seven as shown at autopsy. Many had lesions; 

several showed aortic Insufficiency; some died of strokes, 

from other causes: TB, renal failure, accidents (mostly auto accidents), 

knifings, ate.
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The,

f

Dr. B. Brown explained

about situations at times of death-many patients had lain In state 4 or 

deserving of treatment. Dr. Smith then said we are here to decide three< 

proposals, important at the moment. What Information can we derive 

from this study? He summarized as follows:

5 days, many had been embalmed; It was difficult to gain access to the 

bodies. This could contribute to lack of findings of autopsies. In­

accuracies, cursory examinations, etc.

Dr. Stollerman was concerned about medical findings, and patients 

4-

There was much discussion concerning correctness of diagnosis, 

pathology reports, survival rates, etc. Dr. Olansky explained about 

the 1952 evaluation, how difficult It was to communicate with the 

patients; could not reach them by mall, some were picking cotton and 

could not find them. Ho told about Nurse Rivers and the active 

she has played in the Study.

The participants then discussed the ages of the patients, 

youngest is now 59 years old; the age range goes up to 85 years; one 

patient claims to be 102. Dr. Kaiser told of a study being conducted 

on the East Coast with a group of executives to learn the Incidence of 

heart disease mortality. He said the executives get the best of medical 

attention; most die of heart disease. He was amazed at the survival 

rate in the Tuskegee Study.

The group then discussed autopsy findings.
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Stren pathologyk
I

2. Silver stains

3. Animal Inoculations

were
good.

; do

J

group.
But I don't think 11 wi11 make any difference whether you treat them

or not
You will

7

we can show these

to go back to Tuskegee,,

• First, stress pathology; get away from serology, 

never have another study like this; take advantage of It." 

Or. B. Brown said he had been In communeatlon

Institutes of Health.

laboratory has frozen tissues, 

be worthwhile to do

with the National

Slides and blocks are available from them; this

Dr. Smith then said he thought It would 

eye examinations, stating he had fundus pictures,

neurological examinations of the patients from the 1967 evaluation.

20 years from now, when these patients are gone,

pictures." Dr. Smith said he would be willing

Or. Smith said serological and epidemiological workups

The weak link In the chain Is pathology. He suggested tre­

mendous emphasis ba put on this Study, In the next few years the 

patients were going to be gone. He thought It would be worthwhile to 

have a competent pathologist flown In :pon notification of death; do 

stains on organisms. He said there was no reported Information on 

whether organisms are present In tissues. He then said when he par­

ticipated in the 1967 evaluation he found one "control" patient with 

Argyll-Robinson pupils. He thought the Armed Forces Institute of 

Pathology would become Interested in this Study. He urged that animal 

inoculations be done. "You may find seronegative patients In this
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C. No traatmonc (I doubt If you could cure them).1'

J
etc.

remuneration to patients. When the

This Is « golden moment.

Or. Stollerman thought 

for

change.

counties; she is a

20 to thalr homes, explain to them what 

nations on those who

and Inject Into rabbits ‘on the spot.'

A. Pathology

Eye studies, silver stains

Ha

Blood pressures

showed evidence of cardiac abnormalities.

• 6

we were doing, do eye examl­

agrec, take rabbits, get fluids from patients

"I would stress:

payments were 550.00; “the undertaker got that."

Or. Myers said they

Turn this Study Into pathology studies."

there was a moral obligation hare to treat patients 

n-urosyphiHs. The part.clpants then discussed the dangers of treat^nt- 

Herxhelmer reactions, fibrillations, etc. Dr. Stollerman thought we 

**«re obliged to sat criteria for treatment. Dr. Olansky said If we

on spinal taps we would not havo any patients.

Dr. Stollerman asked about the Incidence of hypertension.

told It was very high "but they are living with It."

are virtually al] high; all

The group then discussed

Study started,

Moat of the patients now have burial Insurance.

P«y 50 cents a week until they die.

Or. Sene., >bout th(. |tac<)n 0>|Wrtwnt

UtUMlon. Or. flyers s.ld th. tl»con County M«dle.l Society Is composed 

mostly of He.ro physicians. "There has been a complete social

Th. county health officer Is sarvln. two or three



I think

Dr. Myars mentioned that

checkup.

STUDIES

I. None 1. Survival Tp

with treatment

II. Discriminate After Negative

without treatment

III. Total 2. Accurate Incidence of

pathology lesions

Relation Syphilis Longevity3.

f

Dr. Smith suggested giving the patients more money--1 '$200.00-- 

explaln that the study Is being upgraded; ask them for permission to 

do examinations, give them shots of penicillin at the same time,

an Investment of $18,000.00 would be good to got the examinations." 

Dr. Sencer thought this suggestion ghoulish.

this group did not like handouts.

Dr. Stollerman thought the patients should have a complete hospital

It was explained that they had complete checkups at the VA

Hospital In 1952 and 1958. They still recelvo treatment when Indicated.

Dr. Sencer outlined on blackboard the possible courses of action:

ACTION

7

former medical missionary to Nigeria, vary competent." Dr. Myers said 

the County Health Department Is understaffed.

s
i
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been pre*

Or. Myers was asked If he thought we could get permission to

consequences.

)

physician at Tuskegee. Or. Myers thought It a good Idea to keep the •

local medical society Informed as to what wo were doing and what we

wished to achieve; -work very closely with thorn and keep them Informed

of everything that we do."

1

not

now a new group

5-7 Negro physicians, and one white

we established good liaison

there would be no need to answer criticisms.

treat the patients. 

don‘t think they would submit 

question the wisdom of

Dr. Stollerman then said ho thought the data that had

sonted was wonderful, but pathology would ba open to celticism.
• \

Dr. DulI then asked how 

treating these patients.

with the local medical society

Ha said, "No, I haven't seen this group, but I 

to treatment.-

you could answer criticisms for

Dr. Sencer said If

Dr. Olansky said he would

treatment at this point, mentioning catastroplc

you

Dr. Sencer 

were the limitations of the County Medical 

very reasonable to work with; some of

troublemaking have not come to pass.

Dr. Smith said he had a good rapport with the younger Negro

Dr. Ipsen said there were only 10 physicians In Macon County at 

the beginning of the Study. Dr. Myers said there is

In the Society—It is composed of 

physician.

Dr. Myers said regardless of what your decision will be, If 

raise a question at this time, the whole program will fold, 

then asked Dr. Myers what

Society. He said they had been

the fears of real
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Or. My«r» aaid at thl* stage he thought we should only take 

better care of the patients. Or. Smith recalled when he was there 

In I967 ha found two cases of glaucoma and brought them to treatment. 

If he had not, they would have gone blind. "I think the patients 

appreciate this."

Or. Olansky reiterated that the original policy of the Study was 

that when medical treatment was Indicated, they were pulled out of 

the Study and were given treatment.

Dr. Myers stated that Macon County Is now being promoted as a 

Negro canter of culture. "I don't know where you will ba able to study 

this kind of group. Ho populations are that stable these days. These 

patients are over 70; they do not move anymore."

Or. Kaiser asked what Tuskegee Institute thought of this Study. 

Or. Olansky explained they knew of the Study; the patients had been 

taken to the Institute's hospital. Dr. Myers replied that the Institute 

Is new coming Into a new era. Dr. Dibble, former medical director of 

the Institute, who died last year, was depended upon to keep the State 

Health Department Informed. But now they are more progressive; he 

explained Nurse River's good relations with the Institute; her husband 

had been In on the first of the Study; she has now retired, due to age, 

Inflrmatles, etc. But physicians at the Institute knew of the Study. 

He said the school has been active In Civil Rights Movement—"they have 

brought themselves up by their own bootstraps and are trying to do what 

we have failed to do."
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We want to see the Job done.

» • • • •

was.

1

be put Into the Study. I

: 10

Or. Olansky replied that as weak as the Study Is, It Is still 

• 90©d study.

Or. Sencer remarked that our mechanism has broken down; Nurse 

Rivers Is getting old, gets lost when she goes to visit patients, 

do not have the mechanism at this time."

the state's appropriations to counties.

"We

He then asked Dr. Myers about 

Or. Myers said appropriations

run $10 or $11 thousand per county, requiring each county to put up 

50-50 matching funds; the State Health Department does have supervision 

over the county health departments.

Dr. Sencer then asked what If we subsidized a person In the Health 

Department. Dr. Myers said, "Very good.

That would be very good."

Dr. Sencer then asked, "Do you think that treatment of this Study 

group Is Indicated? Dr. StolJarman thinks there may be criticisms for 

not treating."  "in other words, you think cardiovascular disease 

Is an Indication for treatment?"

Dr. Stollerman replied that he thought It was. "I am not 

questioning your data, but I think they should be treated."

Dr. B. Brown then stated that we had no criteria for treatment. 

Dr. Sencer asked Dr. Caldwell If the man who has aortic regurgitation 

Is getting good treatment. Dr. Caldwell said, "no. We told him he 

had to get to a doctor to get better care. That's all we could do." 

Dr. Sencer said he thought additional resources would have to 

'And take Into consideration Dr. Stoilerman'i



theory.

We are going to have to

establish better rapport; batter follow-up on patients. The man who

needs digitalis could be taken where he could get It. I think we

ought to outline what wo are going to do In the future.••

same way."

I

I

I

"Dr. Barrett Is a

very Interested In research."

Dr. Sancer then asked how she was accepted by the local medical

group. "She loves

She's very good to them."

•.■••.OK. .JJ,.. B. . I

Dr, Stollerman said he thought when a patient has aortic re­

gurgitation or Indications of cardiovascular disease, you had to make

"If the local physicians agree there is no need for

treating these patients, this would be good public relations."

Dr. Myers said she had very good relations with them, 

the people In the area.

I
i

X H

If this Study Is to be continued, CDC has to establish a 

relationship with the medical men In the area; find a way to Increase 

the resources of the health Department.

Dr. Smith suggested a doctor go to the County Medical Society

meetings, bring up these points, pro and con. "They might think the

Dr. Myers said she may lean toward treatment, 

good pediatrician;

an exception due to the medical nature of the group. "1 think you 

should treat each Individual case as such, not treat as a group."

Dr. Myers remarked that so far as ha knew there had not been a 

physician In the area for all of the length of the Study. "I think 

we should establish rapport with the County Medical Society; talk to 

one physician- )tn the Society before you talk to them as a group." 

Dr. Sencer then asked, ‘What about the medical officer?"

i
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Is It the sophistication of theipldpe?"

per-

• •I

Or, Myers answered by saying she was serving several counties, 

but he would find out.

< 12

Or, Sencer then asked If this would be a good place to start— 

with her.

Dr. Kaiser replied, "This Is not a Study that would be repeated

now. The public conscience would not accept It. ---- - If you could

combine treatment with the present Study. ——- | am Impressed with 

the plan — but I don’t know whether the Fund would up the ante."

Dr. Sencer: "What has been the expense: $50.00 Is not enough?

Dr, B. Brown then mentioned the number of autopsies being

formed today; compared DeKalb and Fulton Counties; "DeKalb has a higher 

rate of autopsies—perform more than they do at Grady."

Dr. Kaiser then said he was quite Impressed with the reprints 

that had been given to him—then reviewed them, mentioning that the 

last report In 1964, which summarized previous reports, emphasized the 

deleterious effects of syphilis. Ha recalled that about 2 years ago 

Dr. Robinson (head of Milbank Fund) wrote to Dr. W, J. Brown and made a 

proposition: "give a lump sum and terminate all obligations." Dr. Brown 

rejected this offer, and suggested taking lump-sum Increments over periods 

°f 5, 10, 15 years. Dr. Robinson then wrote back, suggesting that the 

Milbank Fund "go along on the old basis."

Dr. Sencer remarked he was not thinking of financial aid. He 

then asked what Dr. Kaiser's thoughts were on the political, racial over­

tones, etc.
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MEDICARE was then mentioned. This plan now takas cara of the

older patients.

Dr. Hyers summarized by saying, "You have seen the older doctors

)

was:

I.

2.

have Indications of active syphilitic

disease, they should be treated;

3.

as well as with the Health Department, to> enlist their cooperation In furthering the

the Study.

Sencer:

f

better rapport should be established as soon 
I

as possible with the local Medical Society,

I

"It would be my feeling wo are going to have to re­

subs Idlze a new person In the Health Department (work with Health Depart­

ment) but also have the responsibility to help us Improve and speed up

die out, Nurse Rlvars Is getting old and Is Inactive, the problems are

He then went on to explain the coroner system In Alabama.

They have a poor system—an HO signs death certificates, the coroner 

signs (In desperation), or a health officer could sign, but not likely.

All death certificates are on file In Montgomery, not In the counties.

Dr. Sencer than said he gathered that the group felt there

merit In continuing the Study;, 
■» 

treatment Is not Indicated, but If patients

Increasing. Unless you pour new life blood Into this Study, It will 

die out."



Ill

I would be personally opposed, from 9

another nurse "to give preferential treatment."

the autopsy.

one of the doctors In the County Medical Society to perform the autopsies.

Dr. Sencer reiterated that we would have to get a public health 

) nurse; "Whether we do It through Dr. Myers — this Is one of the details 

we will hove to work out."

Dr. Sencer continued, "First and foremost, we have to establish 

rapport with the County Medical Society and the Health Department."

Dr. B. Drown asked how we answer criticisms. Dr. Sencer replied

that people outside Atlanta do read medical Journals, and this could ba 

blown up out of all proportions, but If we established rapport with 

the local health officials, he did not think we would have a problem.

Dr. Kaiser asked If the medical records were kept 'at the medical

Dr. B. Brown explained thoy wore kept here In Atlanta (at the

Mrs. Price explained that clinical

data are kept on McBee cards.

Dr. Sencer then said that this should be a Joint effort with 

Venereal Disease Branch); "In very good shape—I have seen poorer-kept 

records In hospitals In Atlanta." 

pathological examinations.
V

psychological standpoint, In trying to raise the contribution. You 

Dr. Myers suggested giving the money to the doctor who performs

Dr. Olansky asked If It would not be a good Idea to get 

have a good point, but the man who died yesterday got $50.00, and the 

man who dies today gets $200.00." Dr. Sencer then suggested getting 

center.1
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the Health Department, Dr. Brown, and himself. Dr. Myers said he would 

be happy to work with us.

Dr. Stollerman then asked what the group thought of the possi­

bility of Isolating treponemes.

Dr. W. J. Brown explained about the seminar held last week on 

spiral organisms, stating that Dr. Smith has shown that penicillin treat­

ment has had no effect on spiral organisms, even after massive doses.

Dr. Stollerman asked Dr. Smith If he had ever found organisms

In humans who have never had treatment. Dr. Smith said he did not

J want to say; he then mentioned the study of Dr. Yobs on the persistence

of treponemas In late syphilis. Or. Smith said he liked Dr. Norins*

summarization: "After treatment of syphilis the outward lesions go 

away, but are all organisms eradicated throughout the body?" Dr. Smith 

said he thought we were going to come out of this Study with "some 

diseases, suffer from eye problems caused by spiral organisms. "I 

7) think we may come up with some treatment for them."

Dr. W. J. Brown said we have learned a great deal from Dr. Smith's 

work and It should urge all of us to try to find and treat everyone In

a primary and secondary stage. Then he thanked each one who came to 

help us. ‘The advice you have given has been invaluable."

Dr. Sencer then said he thought everyone understood the sense of

what we wanted to accomplish, "and we are going to do It. We will lean

(Dr. Myers).heav11y on Ira.

Meeting adjourned ot 4:10 p.m.

tremendous Information"; he recalled that we have better techniques

new; 42$ of patients going through eye clinics, with Inflammatory eye 
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of intensive care. We are

Slate Office
Montgomery, Alabama jsih

Willism J. Brawn, M. D.
Chief, Vanensal Disease Branch
Department of Health,2ducacion and 
Public Health Service.
National Communicable Disease

with the desires of the Public Health

«fers thi3 mttar trtiTS^n
regarding eontlnoity. «,<, P„„nt s^c.„ of JFiSSe.,

Luther Curtis McRae,'Jr., M. D., President 1
Henry Wendell Foster, M. D., Vice-President
Sheridan Howard Settler, Jr., M. D., Secretary Treasurer ’

I_shall ettemnt to discuss this ' 

Dr. W. H. Y. Smith is improving and out 
encouraged by his progress.
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Dr* Luther Curtie McRa«
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DJSfencerrhb
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happy to do so at your Mav 19 ’•eal11’

D«ar Dr. HcRne:

Jr* Ira Hyere haa discussed i ‘ '
h2V??ducted in M:tcOQ County ^ thi 
has iodicntcd r —- '

David J. Sdtjcsr, M.D. 
AssistantC.urgson Gaoarsl

CocmmuablsDisssee Csotsr

y^sraly yours//

----------—I

«o « your M»r 19 BMtin* iryi'CuJ.””14 **
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SUBJECT; AD HOC COMMITTEE -- TUSKEGEE STUDY

DATE: FEB. 6, 1969

Year of Publication Senior Author

o
I

I. VONDERLEHR 1936

This is the only report giving any data on cerebrospinal fluid 
6 S in Eh f 1 Pfi!* O T 4 c J a. “

> o

5

J

1936
1946
1946
1950
1953
1954
1954
1955
1955
1956
1956
1964

Venderlehr
Heller
Deibert
Pesare
Rivers
Olansky
Shafer
Peters
Schuman
Olansky
Olansky
Rockwell

The following points are of particular importance from the 
standpoint of late syphilis in those papers, again with especial 
emphasis on late ocular and neurosyphilis.

of 201 controls, presumably nonsyphilitic. 2.57. 
had CHS disease. ------

Questions: (1) is L.P. data available for review?
(2) were lumbar punctures done on the nonsyphilitics?

Twelve previously published papers concerning the Tuskegee 
Study of Late Syphilis have been reviewed. The following items 
were selected from these publications relating to late oenl.w 
and neurosyphilis. —----------- s-

Papers reviewed were as follows:

ch® patients. It is understood that this is becausTTh? 
patients have declined further lumbar punctures. This makes it verv 

re^iew data concerning the exact findings in the 
notes^ flUids Of b0Ch groups, if this is still available. The paper

of 399 untreated syphilitics, 7.87. had clinical evidence 
of neurosyphilis. An additional 18.37. had reactive 
spinal fluid serologic tests. Thus> 26.17. showed clinical 
or laboratory evidence of neurosyphilis.
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II. HELLER 1946

The main

J

III. DEIBERT 1946

EYE DEFECTS were found as follows:

0 age Zno. cases

SYPHILITIC group

NONSYPHILITIC grout

‘j

Thus, EYE DEFECTS uero found In 70 of 154 syphilitics

o
paper

3

4
24
14

3
41
26

■;

25-44
45-64
65 and over

It also 
involved in the

25-44
45-64
65 and over

6.9Z
31.6Z 
73.7Z

This paper is important as it is the only publication giving 
significant information about eye defects in the study, 
gives much information about other organ systems as 
two groups.

11.5%
42.7% 
81.3%

This paper primarily deals with mortality figures. The main 
finding was: "..Life expectancy of a negro man between 25-50 who 
ie infected with syphilis and receives no treatment for his infection 
is on the average reduced by about 20%,'•

as compared to 42 of 153 nonsvnhilitlc controls.

Thus again, the number of eye defects reported in the 1946 paper 
was nearly double in the syphilitic group, and appears co be the 
greatest site of clinical productivity in examination.

e

Disease of the central nervous system was reported in 21 of 154 
syphilitics, as compared to 13 of 153 nonsyphilitic controls. Note that 
even chough again the incidence of disease was nearly double in the 
syphilitic group, that the number of lesions found is much higher on 
eye examination than on neurologic examination. This probably relates 
to ease of diagnosis, direct exposure of the eye, and the like, and 
emphasizes the importance of ophthalmologic and neuro-ophthalmologic 
findings in this study.
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i

PESARE 1950IV.

0 not.”
VII. SHAFER 19541

*

1

am°unc of therapy Is approximately 177. les.f

°£ spl”*1 corli exM>ln.d U 46O The brain was examined

$
from

note that NO NOTE HAS BEEN MADE OF
IN ANY OF the AUTOPStmTiss^s"-""1”'"" ME msENCE <* myonemes

paper as it is the only 
\ Some selected

This paper deals with life 
sentence of this
25-50 years of

V, RIVERS 1953
This paper is concerned with paramedical

VI. OLANSKY July 1954

This i
An Important

.*

t •

paper was the following 
over when first examined 

amount of disability could
two groups.”

syphilitic patients and in 13 controls, 
in 46 of 92 syphilitic -----

OPACITY OF PIA-ARACHNOID
CEuS^YFr 7 • • L?<UiS»' ^IvlsCuU^ksXNCEAL

R INFILTRATION was noted in / syphilitic brains (15.97.) 
one nonsyphilitic brain (7.77.).

cerebral V.- u ’ ' norma*.. One showed
It t. impoJ’C; .Yg"’?-.*"*-6 h’<‘

?JALNS IN AN attempt to determine

aspects of the study.

report deals with environmental factors in the study 
rL ■' statement is ar the end of the summary: 

in the men studied,.... the outstanding difference between ew. 
group with untreated syphilis and the nonsyphllltic group is 
still the medical fact that some have syphilis and some havi

6 shLL ^Phllitlc autopsies. 28 brains were grossly normal

3 ~J.r. One Ch“B'S-
institutionalized patients. sypnins,

Important findings were, however; OPACI

This is an extremely Important j ----
publication dealing with PATHOLOGY in thia study, 
points from this paper are\*

____ expectancy. A summary in one 
paper is: "The life expectancy of an individual 

age with syphilis for which he has received no

t

VIII. PETERS 1955

The major contribution of this 
statement -- ’’Among persons 55 and 
no noticeable difference in the 
be demonstrated between the

Important findings were, however;

nonsyphilitic brain (7.7%). 7"
V- I was noted in 

but in only (— • 77
■25i\3 concfo1 brains, 9 were grossly'’normal.
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1.

»>. n.„.yphllltlc ”.T50£
TES'

available.

- .... uuc nunaypnilxtic groups.
A negro man with syphilis for more than 10o

5.

7. there wL n« .*orca3 examined grossly and microscopically, 
there was no evidence of aortitis. Aortitis was oresent 
gross and histoloeie rr^.r-ia ic i  

or 28.17.

xammed; and in none of the controls (of 32 exam ned)
9. Tissues important for Krajian review:

aorta, testis, lymph node.
•V o

X.

of late

‘i

2.
3.

1

X

Other important pathologic data

Atrophy and scarring of ----

I < 
I

I
i
I

tho syphilitic group were

b«" hi»h” «- .wuuu

8 FIbraaiF bl,tol°8ic 'rlceria in 25 specimens or 28.17. '
eJ^lnidl f ’,ncr“‘ vas f’und ln 5 syphilitic coses (of 92 
xamined) and m none of the controls

°f 0bvi0us in th. study
l_-- seronegative syphilis. y

«.mined-vith th.

in the Peters report:

treatment and with sustained^^sarSpositliity 
prior to death had roughly a 50:50 chance of demonstrative 
cardiovascular involvement at autopsy. monscratlng
-- " ^L™0^Jrlteri0; Of ^Phllitic aortitis-

‘ Sje^~? histologic criterion of syphilitic oortltls-
In 37 oJ the 87°-“-”* ’ *“* necr0“s o£ “«*•

by the'Kahn technique thirty years

liver, pancreas, brain,

IX. SCHUMAN 1955
This paper estimated that 707. of 
•till untreated.

OLANSKY May 1956 
"TO* d - ___ ...

prior to death had roughly < -- -- 
cardiovascular involvement at autopsy.
The best c—z~z.z^
linear striation of thoracic

thickening of aorta wall,

"It is estimated that 1

after infection"
"277. of patients with
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XI.

, — » — .—vuiuHiw auuxviLy in the aorta
as & result of the persistence of activity of Treponema pallidum"

ROCKWELL 1964

o

seronegac
i

o
4

late syphilis, that not 
to th® recent survey.

XII.

system is frequentl 
■mortem

_  This paper is important and gives a good review of ROSAHN's 
important autopsy monograph on syphilis, written in WT.--------
A brief aunimary reveals:

Rosahn reviewed 3907 autopsied cases (over age 20) 
at Yale between 1917-1941. 1“ (ZZ:
laboratory, or autopsy evidence of syphilis.

died primarily from syphilis.

J seen 
10% (380 autopsies) had clinical,

..'-111-j Of these 380 
cases, 156 or 417. had morphologic lesions of syphilis. 58% (or 90) 
died primarily from syphilis. 116 of the 380 were seronegative 
at the last hospital admission. LESIONS WERE FOUND IN 21Z 
OF THOSE THOUGHT TO DE FREE OF THE DISEASE.

One fourth of the autopsy proven cases of syphilis were 
to the conventional serologic tests done in hospital!

Of 11 patients with late syphilis at the time of study in 1963 
\^aC?Ve mi“ 5 Of 11 With Late dtse«e had a nonreactive 

/DRL. 12% of syphilitics showed signs of late syphilis. 64% 
were cardiovascular. Case 103 and 375 never had shown reactive TPI 
or FTA tests. 5 cases previously TPI reactive became TPI nonreactive 
b CFTA5 y<!ar inCervaI be£ore chis review. Case 482 was TPI reactive

OLANSKY Aug. 1956

"Indeed, it seems from consideration of the autopsy ineid-n^.
18 imP°saible during life to determine whether the untreated 

individual, seronegative or not, has chronic activity in the aorta 
as a result of the persistence of activity of Treponema pallidum" 

This paper also noted that the cardiovascular cyiii, 
involved -- that 63% of the deceased patients had post-mortem 
examinations- and that of the 23 living men with some form of 
late syphilis, that not one had received adequate therapy prior to
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recommendations

I. PATHOLOGY

2.

• 1 o

2.►

■A

o
s

-- w».»

The Tuskegee scudy 1$ a critically important study and 
will not be repeated. It has beon strong from serologic, 
epidemiclogic, and environmental standpoints. It has been

• moderately strong from clinical standpoint. It has been 
week from cerebrospinal or tissue fluid standpoints. It 
lias been very weak from the standpoint cf pathologic anatomy. 
Thia L» for the following reasons:
1. many autopsies have had only GROSS examination, without 

documenting photographs, and with no tissues saved for 
histologic study
no attempt has been made microscopically to determine 
the presence or absence of spirochetna in the tiseuca

. AQUEOUS PARACENTESIS

It would be quite feasible to go to the homes of the surviving 
pationca and obtain a small specimen (2-3 drops) of aqueous humor 
for FA studies and for animal inoculations. This should, of nnurso, 
be done uuly after explaining the procedure to the patient and after 
obtaining his consent. The safety of this diagnostic procedure h«s 
bewu utteatad to by the fact that over 6,000 paracentesis have been 
done at the University of Zurich in the past 15 years without any 
untuwurd problem whatever. This fact is in the literature and has
!’®e2(.f0CUn'®nted by C^e c^nic®l experience of numerous other investigators 
tn this country. °

It la urged that strong pathologic impetus now bo given 
to this study, for the following reasons:
I. the study population is now over age 69 on the average 

and from the standpoint of life expectancy, therefore, 
one can expect a much lareor increaeo Ln the death rates 
in both groups in the next decade.
Fresh frozen tissuea should be obtained for fluoruacent 
antibody studies. Fresh tissues should be obtained for 
aninal inoculations and for darkficld examinet.lun.

3. Silver stains arc important, and some tissues could be 
placed in proper fixation for electron microscopy if that 
appeared advisable at a later date.
Thus, whereas tho group# have been differentiated on various 

grounds, primarily serologic, an attempt should be made for 
PATHOLOGIC differentiation, it would be mast important to determine 
if spirochetes were present in the controls as often and in sama 
site* ee in the cyphilitics. Thus, on a review of the patients 
made circa 1967, three patients showed classic Argyll Robertson 
pupils to 3 different ophthalmologists, but who later on breaking 
the code, ware found co be in the "nonsyphilitic" group.

II.



The fluid could be inoculated into testes of norntsl -abbita

as to

III.

0

^antcL; naa aocutnencca auosequent occurrence
of new neurologic manifestations in 100 cases of TREATED paresis

7. Thoaa nou Mlirvi lirf Hmmo triad a ouha a. _

A

o
J

Hospaccfully aubmitLad,

- —- >a>«i
I- •

treatment NOT be given 
I reasons:

I ■

1. Pesare in 1950 reported little difference between the two grouos
2. Olanaky In 1954 reported little difference between tfte two grouni

eradicate rhe spirochccc from patients with late syphilis
4. There is thus no known wav to treat tha mtinnf.

1I

t • 
, t

J.Lawton Smith, Ml)
Xooac. Prof. Ophthalmology 
Assoc. Prof. Neurosurgery 
Aaat. Prof. Neurology
Univ. Miami School of Medicine 
Miami, Florida

CONSIDERATION OF TREATMENT

It is recommended by this cnnsvltanc that: 
to the patients in this study for the following

whether syphilitic or nonsyphilitic group was being studied. 

™<!e by subsequent careful followup’of” the "inoculated

It ahould be emphasized, however, that IF treatment is given 
to these patients, there is no reason not to perform suggaartons
1 and 2 -- uamely, PATHOLOGY and AQUEOUS STUDIES. There is no 
reason to expect that treatment will alter the occurrence or demonctracior 
of spirochetes in these patients at this time. Thus, Bicillin does 
not enter aqueous or spinal fluid, and in the nnninflamed ccate, 
little of any other type of penicillin will enter these tissues. 
Tha issue will become more difficult to evaluate, by introducing 
another variable, while at the same time, making no difference from 
a practical standpoint to the patients involved.

-- • ----------- ---------- U4*c uwu xroupi
‘ 2--” a«ong evidence now available that penicillin will not

---------  no known way to treat the patients effectively 
■5 JLk I® at!8* Z 3*?'8itiv-Lty reactions would be difficult to explain
5. Pathology is of critical importance «pxain.
6. Recant report (Lancet) has documented subsequent occurrence

-. Those now .urviving have made a tissue adjustment to the disease 
and previous reports hove shown that the primary mortality from 
•yphilia has already occurred.

The incidence ot aqueous humor treponemes in both E“ 
be ascertained, and a^ore exact definition of thooc treponemes

----------—J animals.



AlJWr&UCATl&, AND
UtfHlALTH SZRVIC* '^UFARJ

‘United states-government . ’

Memorandum 'ARE

: Dr. Alfonso H. Holguinto DATE: January 23, 1969

FROM

SUBJECT: comalttaa Meeting to conaider the Tuskegee Study, Macon

y*0, Dranch hai conducted a long-term study of
In yP5UU iB tht Ne8t° Male'’ kno*n aa th* Study,

he tall and eprlns of 1932-33. aBnrr>v<mjro Ann _____

The last examination

Drs. Gene StoHerman, Johannes Ipsen,

William J, Brown, Medical Director

Encloaurea

<7 £4--

Hilf tLIMINATt WASTE

I am also enclosing copies of 
Should you have queetione.

;.z.. * — 

/

rLrarwz.
■ - -*! ( 
• - • “ "w ■- -

■_TLS\jV

"Ad Hoc1' <__ 11
County, Alabama

Director. State and Coaoaunity Cervices Divlaion

Chief, Vanereal Disaaoe Branch

 —: meeting of the
oa^Ianunlzation Practices, the coonitrae will Met 

The connittee will consist of: 
Jr.» Ira Myer*, J. Lawton Saleh, 

—. Dr. Sidney Olansky will be

COST HOuertON MOG»AM

DEPARTMENT OF HEAL'
rUBUC'HEALTH SERVICE

Health Services and Mental Health Adminiatrati™. 
National Comunlcable Disease Center - Atlanta

ephUl. ™.:./!'!"! °.1 1J32-33- oWoxlMMly 400 lodlvldu.!. via,

?:1F r “*
2“in”• l*“•“"‘““o-

? /°r th* crlcical Look i- because of questions one
study since RaP’ 1x0 M*ked r°8ardin« th* propriety of the
•tudy since it is made up entirely of negro males.

F,bru,lry 6’ foU,,wl’,«
in conference room 207, Building^!.

and someone from the Milbink'FoGndation*
present as a resource person.

Dr. Bobby Brown and other V.D. Branch staff meabars will ausmarize the 
Th2drn’,<°i th\7 wcaminations and present other date and information. 
The remainder of the time will be devoted to discussions by the 
ccnnittee members.

^Att.*ched_is_*_lfgt of persons attonding.
Z'—all publications) coming out nf the study, 

give me a^IH.
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1:00 p.m. Room 207, Building 1Fobrunry 6, 1969

CommieMembora:

Resource Persona;

Raenrriero!

Dr.

Attending;

>■>

e:
e.

<s>
&

f

• /.i 
* ' 

f

Dr. Cane SCo Horman
Dr. Johannot Ipsen, Jr.
Dr. Ira Myera
Dr. J. Lavton Smith
Representative - Milbank Foundation

Dr. David J. SOnear 
Dr. Alfonso H. Holguin 
Dr. William J. Brown 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
Miss Genevieve Stout

Dr.
nr. 
Dr.

Leslie Norina
Mrs. Doris Smith

"Ad Hoe" Cosmictee Meeting to consider the long-term 
Syphilis Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Negro Male

Dr. Bobby Brown - to present material 
Mrs. Fleenor Price

Joseph Caldwell 
Paul Cohen 
Sidney Olansky



Ajrll 13, IM9

D««r Ur. Meftaei

bwn conducted in Macon County for eba paot 30 year*. B«

Mi&araiy
O'

DJSencorzhb

i

l

/•

4

/

I
I
I 

I

)Z/?

Dv» Ira ifyara haa diacuasad with you tha otudy that haa 
boon conducted in Macon County for eha r«ae 30 year a. Ha 
haa indicated that the County Medical Society would be 
interacted in hearing a roviev of the docaila. X would be

* David J. S^neer, M.D.
AaaiateMk 'Summo Ounuaral

>- V
I

■ a

interacted in hearing a raviav of the docaila. X i 
hayyy to do co at yeur May 19 seetiug if you with.

Dr, Luther Curtin Megan
Preaidant, Nacca County Medical Society
Tuakegea, Alabana

I
i
!
i

i

David J, S/uer, M,D. 
Aaoiatant'Surgeon General
Diractor, Matlooal CoeBUnlcable

Diaeaaa Cantar
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be discussed with local physicians before a dacJaton is made.

motion that this matter be referred tn the Macon County Medical Society ee

suggested by Dr. Myers; Dr. Collier seconded the motion, which carried unanlaoualy.

(!7a

i

TUSKEGEE tTOEATED SYPHILIS PROJECT:

In 1932 the u. S. Public Health Servd.ee initiated a study of untreated syphilis

•7

I

MINUTES
STATS EQARD OF OJNSOBS

>.■.

FEBRUARY 19, 1969

EXTRACT
%

with proper controls in Macon County. Early published -reports 'indicated that this 

was approved by the State Board of Health, but a search of the Minutes from 1931 -

1933 does not list a formal approval. It is assumed this oust have been handled 

by correspondence. This project was initiated at a time when the treatment of 

syphilis was extremely hazardous, timo-consuming and not too efficient.. The.

Milbank Fund has been paying for post-mortem and burial services in connection 

with this project. The Public Health Service is concerned about whether to con­

tinue this project since the numbers are small, adequate treatment is now avail­

able, and there have been many social changes in Macon County. The Macon County

Medical Society has completely changed. The old Society was disbanded several

years ago and n new one has beer, organized. The State Health officer has suggested 

to the Public Health Service that continuity of the program and patient care should
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EXTRACT

the Health Department has been

Thewhn were familiar.with their caniplalnts and personal findings and needs.

time.

±L

Study of untreated syphilis by the Deportment :-,f Health, Education and Welfare.

This paper (Exhibit "A") describee details not available elsewhere in state or

• • »»• • .

Corner County Medical Society had become extinct.

that time was an.individual evaluation of the nntids of these patients by physicians

pat lento whs entered this study were beyond the infectious stage at the: 
-■---------------------------l----------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------- ----------------------------.

told by those .involved-ih the.ijSSSiiiSc

because circumstances surrounding their medical ncedn for a particular problem 

required treatment which would disqualify them from tho study. An evaluation in 

1969» outlined in the Minutes of the 3oard of February 19, 1969> referred this 

matter to the Macon County Medical Society which had been reinatituted after the

The concern of the Board at

county files., t-» tho state Wmlth Officer’s knowledge, since these decisions were 

made In 1931 or IQV at a time when the treatment ::f syphilis was hazardous,

inefr^tivn und not generally available. In addition, treatment was resisted by 

a largo ijroup of the Infected population und the best indications are that these

present Medical Society Is predominertly black so a racial discrimination problem 

would not be present. Federal officials ndvised the State Health Officer and 

Dr. W. H. Y. Smith, the Director of the Burcnu of Preventable Diseases at that 

time, that treatment benefits wore not expected for ttieijc individuals at that

The Federal invosti-

f. •/*'

MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF CENSORS

_____ _
The Health Officer called attention to a background paper on the Tuskegee

- •jssarw.- ,^—■, ,

study was begun

study several years ago that the program was fully outlined to the individuals 

and each participant was anxious to receive the burial and free medical examination 

benefits from the study. Certain individuals have been dropped from the study

Also, some hazard of treatment might be encountered.

gators went immediately tn Mucon County fnllnwinH »hr.t oction by the State Board 
-

a
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February 13, 1949

I

Thank you fox

itown, M.D.

WJBtcrwn ting

z

I

I 

)
I

Dr. Kugana H. stollarwan 
Professor and Chalraan 
Daparttnent of Madinina 
Tha Ualveraity of Tannassee 
951 Court Avanua 
Masphia, Tannaaaaa 38103

I
I I

I

I

I

I

I

Dear Dr. StollanMux:

I write thia note to express ray sincere appreciationfor your 
participation in the diacuaelon of the Tuskegee Study on 
February 6. The outcooa of that conference will be raost.btlpful 
to ua in deceraiulng exactly in what course the long-terra study 
tonat be directed.

Ining at NCDC to help us Ln our decision making.

Sincerely yours

Williaa M’D«
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
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February 13 ► 1M9

i

D«*r Dr. Miths

r

Sincerely yourssincereiy youre, zj

Wil Ilea M.D.
Chief, Venereal Diseasa Branch

WJBrovning

I

J. Lawton talth, X.D.
Associate Professor of OphthelwloRy 
DepartMnt of Ophthalmology
University of Kiaai School of Medicine
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue 
Kiaai, Florida 33136

We hope to get the proceedings of the '’Spiral Organisae Workshop" 
to each participant without a great deal of delay.

Again, thank you for your assistance.

? nOt* t0 "V eincere appreciation for your
help in detaralning the direction we oust take with the TUakegee 
Study. It seem we have so frequently called upon you for 
ssslstaaca and I a most grateful for your willingness to cone 
to our aid. .
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mruary 13. 1969

Dear Ira:

WJBrown:ng

i

I

I
I
I

i
i

Again, my thaaka for your participation in cha dlacuaaioaa on 
Thursday, February 6.

I

i
i

Dr. Ira L. )fy«ra
State Search Officer 
State Departaent of Yublie Health 
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alabaaa 36104

Sincerely youra,
/ • Z

I certainly appreciate your staying owr on Thursday, February 6, 
to dieeuaa the Tuakagao Study and give aaaistance in further 
direction of thia Study. Dr. Senear and I will await hearing 
from you before wo wake any novas.

>

i
I
I

I

William J. S^wn, M.D. 
Chief, Venereal Dleaaae Branch

Please extend to Dr. Smith xy beat wishes for a quick recovery, 
I do hope there will ba oom way that ha can be kept on the VD 
problea for I feel his personal interest, effort and ability 
are responsible for the progress that has vacantly been made. 
Under the new ground rules we oust operate, it in doubtful if 
we can be of help) however, X ae looking into possible waye.

I

i
I
i
I
I

I

i
I
I
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T«bru*ry 13» 1969

Again, thanks for your halp.

/Stticarely

7

carely youra,

, M.D.
anch

WJBrovntmg

William J. hr,
Chlaf, Vanaraal Dis,

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Chlaf, Section of Dematology 
a*ory Unlveralty Clinic
Department of Internal Medicine 
>. 0. Box 459
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

Dear Sid:

Juet a note to say thank you vary ouch for taking the 
afternoon from your practice on Thursday, February 6, 
to halp ua in arriving at a daciaion for the direction 
of the Tuakagea Study.

I have requeated that the naceeaary papers ba prepared 
to provide you the uauel consultant fee and hope it will 
get to you soon.
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40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehall 4-4989MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND

February 18, 1969

AIR MAIL

Dear Doctor Brown:

I thoroughly enjoyed meeting you and your
colleagues.

Very sincerely youra,

CVKibv

t •

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease branch
National Communicable Disease Center 
Department of Health, Education, and

Wai fare

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Thank you for your letter of February 13, 1969 
and for the list of people attending the meeting. We shall 
be glad to learn about future plans for the Study as they 
develop.

Cl^^v. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

My flight from Charlotte to Newark was cancelled, 
but I managed to get a sleeper on a train and arrived in 
Princeton early Monday morning, February 10.
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Tabruary 13, 1969

i

it grateful for the aseletance provided by

/?■

Eneloaura

WJBrown:mg

t

♦
I

I
i

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Diasaee Branch

!

?

i

!

I
i

qerely yours,

——imhwm, Aecuaxi 
Milbank Manorial Fund 
AO Wall Street 
New York, N.Y. 10005

Dwr Dr. Kiser:

It was a pleasure Indeed to oeet you last weak and to have you 
hero to participate in discussions of the direction la which 
the TUskegee Syphilis Study should go. The conference will be 
oust helpful to us in decision tasking and we will keep you ad* 
vised. For your information I an attaching a list of the 
participants in the meeting.

»e la the NCDC are noet grateful for the assistance provided by 
the Milbank Foundation^ for without it thia study would not have 
reached this point.

I surely hope you arrived in Naw York before the paralysing snow 
storm this past week*end.

Clyde V. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Mester, Technical Staff

Thank you very tsuch for coning tn Atlanta and dlsauaelng with u» 
the Tuskegee Study.



A4 hoc camlttea to diocuoo Tuolcogoo Syphllla Study

NCDC — Atlantarabruaty 6, 1969

i

NCDC Staff ncobara?

I

4

Dr» J. Lawtou Smith
Aaaoclata Profaaaor of Ophthalmology 
Department o£ Ophthalmology
Unlvaralty o£ Miami School o£ Medicine
1638 Northveat Tenth Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33136

Dr. Clyde V. Klaar
Senior Maobar, Technical Staff
Milbank Manorial Fund
AO Wall Street
Nev York, H.Y. 10005

The University of Tanneaaoa 
951 Court Avenue
Menphia, Tennaaaoe 38103

Dr. Johannes Ipaen, Jr. 
Professor
Department of Cooeunity Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania
4219 Chester Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennay1vania 19104

i
I
i

Dr. David J. Sencer, Director, KCDC 
Dr. Laalia Norina, Director, VeoeroaL 

Disease Research Laboratory
Mrs. Rlaanor Price, Statistician, 

Yensreal Disease Branch
Dr. Williaa J. Brown, Chief 

Venereal Disease Branch

Dr. Ira L. Myers 
State Health Officer
State Department of Public Health 
State Offlea Building
Montgomary, Alabama 36104

i 
i
I
I

i

l
• 
t
I

I

Dr. Sidney Olanaky
Chief, Section of Dermatology 
Bnory University Clinic
Deparcment of Internal Medicine 
P. 0. Box 459 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

Dr. Eugene H. Stollaxman 
Professor and Chairean 
Department of Medicine
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MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND 40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehali 4-4989

January 29» 1969

AIR MAIL

Dear Doctor Brown:

UVK:bv

■" Vi
*. 1

William ,T. Brown, M.D.

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
National Conmunicabln Diweaso Centei* 
Department of Health, Education, and

Wei Care

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

------ ------

\
!

Thank you for your Letter of January 28, 1969. 
I believe wc have met at Mortimer Spiegelman’s mcetlugu 
of those involved in the APUA series of monographs 
on vital and health statistics.

Clyde V. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

I luuk forward to the meeting in Room 207 of the 
main building of National Communicable Disease Center,
1600 Clifton Rouil, N.E. at 1:00 p.M., Thursday, February 6. 
I am glad you expect to finish discussiona in time for 
departure on lute afternoon planes. I am planning to 
take a 6:55 P.M. Eastern flight to Charlotte.

Very sincerely yours,

z
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January 28, 1969

I

aucKXCtBo BActk 3*y<ar rinaiB^^ Pr«cmi. w — —    —
examination, present other unpublished date and Inforwatlon and then 
■«rv« a* rasourca paraona <lurln( tha cnnlttaa dallbaratlona. I aa

!

I
IClyde V. Klaar, Fh.D. 

Milbank foundation
40 Wall Street 
Nev York, Nev York 10005

i
I

enclosing a copy of all papers which have appeared in the literature 
for your review,

Aa atatad above, the group will aaaawble at 1 u clock in Rouw 207 o£ 
the main building of NCDC, 1600 Clifton Road, N.B. and ve expect to 
finish diacusaiona in time for departure on late afternoon planea.

A raaarvation has been made for you at the Sheracon-Rwory Inn, 1641 
Clifton Road, N.E, Reservation la confirmed for lata arrival on 
February 5. This Inn Is directly across the street from the NCDC 
complex. 1110 airport limousines are available from the airport to the 
Inn should you wish to use this typo of ground transportation.

Dear Dr. Kisert

Dr. David J. Sencer, Director. NCDC. has adviied ma you will Join 
a small "Ad Hoc” comlttee on the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, 
to review the objectives and findings of our Long-term study - 
The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis.

Your files will probably provide a great deal of information on this 
study for the Milbank Foundation han, for a period of e<MM 35 yearn, 
contributed to this study. Briefly, the study was undertaken in
1932-33 in Macon County, Alabama to determine the outcome of untreated 
syphilis. At approximately 5-year intervale, the
that could ba contacted were examined. Last fall, 1968, the aeventh 
such examination wee conducted. This study has covered a period of 
35 years and we are now at a point we fael a critical look bo taken.

Dr. Sencer has invited a .mall group to umet at the N.tienel C«-unioable 
Disease Canter at 1 o’clock, Thursday, February 6. Staff members will 
auanarlae each 5-year findings, present findings of the most recent
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Slnctraly yours» 

Enclosures

WJBrovn:ng

I

I

vtlllaa J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

i
t

We are moaC grateful to the Milbenlc Foundation for its very valuable 
contribution through the years and I extend ny thanks for your willing- 
oeaa to com to Atlanta and participate in the comlttee discussions.
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January 23, 1969

D«*r Sldl

Again, thanks for your villingneaa to help.

SincereLy youra,

Sncloi

wjBrownzmg

WilLiam J. Brown, M,D.
Chief, venereal Diaaase uranch

I appreciate your willlngneaa to attend the "ad hoc11 coanittee 
meeting the afternoon of Thursday, Pabruery 6, to eons Ider the 
future of the Tuskegee Study, The meeting will be held in 
Room 207, Building 1 (main building) and will begin at 1 o'clock.

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Chief, Section of Dermatology 
Imory Unlveralty Clinic
Departmant of Internal Medicine 
P. 0. Box 459
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

I cm enoLoaIng copies of all published papers re the study for 
your review. Bobby Brown will sutmarlxe findings of each 5-yaar 
examination, present the findings of the examination performed 
last fall as well as other information.
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January 23. 1969

Depar

Dear Dr. Ipaaai

i
»

We expect tu convene the "ad hoc" coBmltcee inanedlately after 
lunch and wind things up in time for departure on lata afternoon 
planea.

Dr. Johannes Ipaen, Jr.
Professor

it of Cofflanmity Medicine 
University of Peensylvsnia
4219 Cheater Avenue
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19104

Dr. David J. Senear advlsea me you have agreed to join a snail 
"ad hoc" coonlttee on the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, 
following the ACIP nssating to revlnv the objectives and findings 
of a long-tern study-- The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis 
in the Mala Negro-- and give us advice as to where we-go frost 
here.

X *a enclosing a copy of all papers which have appeared in the 
literature for your review. Staff members will suosnarlse each 
S-year findings, present the findings of the most recent exami­
nation, present other unpublished data and information and then 
serve as resource persons during the comaittea deliberations.

This study was Initiated in the fall and spring of 1932-12 in 
Macon County. Alabama. At approximately 5-year intervals the 
persons in the study that could ba contacted were examined. 
Last fall, 1968, Che* seventh such examination was conducted. 
This study has covered a period of 33 years and we are now at 
a point we feel a critical look be taksu.
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Wllllan J. Worn, X.D.

Xnclosurta

WJBrownrma

Willlan J. BTovn, X.D.
Chief, Venereal Dleeaea Branch

I extend ay thank* for your wllllnpieae to aeeiat ua in making 
decisions on this study and lock forward to seaing you on 
February 6.
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D^r Dr. I

I

I

itte« lonadlately after
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Eneloauraa

We expect to convene the '‘ad hoc" 
lunch on the 6th.

I
I

I

I
I

mi n»8iuu tv
WJBrovn:uig

icaraly youra.

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chl«£, Venereal Dlaeeae Branch

I extend my thenke for yenr vllllngnese to aaelat ue In making 
deciclcne on thie atudy, 1*11 see you on February 6.

I vaa aittlng by when Dave Saucer ached you to join a small 
"ad hoe" coamlttoe on Thur a day afternoon, February 6, to 
review the findings of the Tuskegee Study and give us com 
advice as to where we go from here.

This study, as you any raatsnber, wee initiated in the fell 
end spring of 1932»33 is Macon County. At appraxisutely 
5'year intervals, examinations of the selected individuals 
have been made. The last exam was in the late fall of 19M.

I am ancloeing a copy of all published papers for your review. 
Staff members will sucaMriae each 5-year findings, present the 
findings of the most recent examination, present other un­
published data and Infonmtlon and then serve aa resource pexeoos 
during the conalttee deliberations.

Dr« Ira L. Myers
State Health Officer
State Department of Public Health 
State Office Building
Hoetammry, Alabama 36104
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January 23, 1469

Dear Dr. Saleh:

I

■'.c:

*: —

I
I

III
i

The Mating will begin at 1 o'clock on Thuraday, February 6, and 
ahould end in adequate tine for menbere of the comittea to aake 
plane departures in the late afternoon. We will neat In Roon 207 
of Building 1 at the main NCDC complex, 1600 Clifton Road.

Enclosad are copies of all published papers of the study for your 
review. Staff oenberi will •ummarlrs findings at each 5-year 
examination, present findings of the last examination of 1968, present 
other unpublished data and Information, and serve as resource persona 
during the deliberations of the coenittae.

J. Lawton Smith, M.D.
Associate Profeasor of Ophthalmology 
Department of Ophthalmology
University of Miami School of Medicine
1638 Morthveat Tenth Avenue
Miami, Florida 33136

The V.D. Branch will issue a professional services contract in an 
amount sufficient to cover your airline travel coat (tourist jot), 
a reasonable amount for other expenses, and a consultant fee of 
$75.00. Unfortunately, this caxmot be iasuad in advance: therefore, 
we must ask that you bear thia expense originally and you will be 
reimbursed.

X am indeed pleased you will be able to join as an "ad hoc" 
committee member to offer advice on the Long-term syphilis 
study which we have been conducting.

This study, known as the Tuskegee Study, was begun in 1932-33 
to determine the risks of untreated syphilis in the male. At 
5-year Intervals, physicians have examined as many of the 
persons as possible. The seventh such examination was con­
ducted in the Ute fall of 1968. How that the study has gone 
on for 35 years, the point has bean reached to determine where 
we go from here. To help us make thia decision. Dr. Senear has 
asked that a small "ad hoc" conmittee be gathered to offer advice.
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81nc«r«Ly yuari,
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Kndoeura*

WJBrown:mg

i

VlllUi J. Brown, M.D.
Chiif, Venereal Dleeaea Branch

i
I

I

• - v. •« 

%

Unlaae chare la aem change in the detail*, X will aae ;-------  
February 6 aa well aa next week when the workahop la held on 
spiral organlMw In body fluids.

I

I appreciate very ouch your vllllngntea to com to Atlanta and 
help ua in datarainlng the decision before ua«

I

i

I

I

I
l
I

i

i

I
!
i
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DMT Dr. Xpien: i

Thank you for n Ining at BCDC to halp ua in our dadaioo making.

^Sincaralyyoura^

William J. Grown, M.D.

Chiai, Venoraal Dianas* Branch

WJBrown;mg

:

I

/

I

I
I
I 
I

X writ* this not* to axpraaa my aincare appreciation for your 
participation in th* discussion of th* Tuaksgo* Study on 
February 6, Th* outcoma of that con far ano* will b* moat helpful 
to ua in determining exactly la what course th* long-term study 
must b* directed.

i

I

Dr. Johannes Ipaen, Jr.
Frofeaeor
Dapartmuit of Community Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania
4219 Cheater Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

I

I
i

i
!
I

I

i
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January 23, 1969
i

Chlaf, Vanaraal Diaaaaa Branch

Tualctgaa Study - "Ad Hoe" c< tit tea ting

1 ballava everyone concerned with this meeting has bi contacted.

William J. Drown, Medical Director

WJDrownttng

»

I
I

i

!
>

Dr. David J. Senear 
Director, HCDC

I
I

I
i

i

Health Services and Mental Health Adadaiatratloa 
National Coammicable Disease Center - Atlanta

Bobby Broun and other staff nwmhars will present •uusarles of findings 
of the first six 5-year examinations and an up-to-date status report of 
the last examination*- fall 1968. They, along with Sid Olanaky, will 
then serve as resource persons. Dr. Norins will serve as the Recorder. 
Thera will be no fixed agenda other than Bobby's presentation after 
you have opened the meeting.

I have contacted Dr. J. Lawton Smith and he has agreed to join the group 
to discuss the Tuskegee Study. Sid Olansky will be present ae a resource 
person. I have sent to each coonittee maubar (with the exception of the 
Milbank Foundation representative) copies of all publications on the 
Study and a letter expressing our thanks for their willingness to help 
us. As soon as your office advises who will attend from the Milbank 
Foundation, the eaiM materials will ba sent.
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Lnmuni.z*tlon Practice on Xhuraday,

Dr. Lalghton Cluff !• unabla to join th* "ad 
t_____  _____ 4-..- an February 6. Dt. S*nc*r

of all publication! arising fro* th*

352.^ «eh*£2 P«..« Ur.«^u**

I

has ixxvitaa mr. joaiunw y-. ------ - ■Conaunity HadicIna. University °* SU^tuSlth

I

I

Dr. Bugen* H. stollaraan 
Profasaor and Chairman 
Department of Madlcina 
The University of Tennesaee 
931 Court Avenue 
Menphis» Tennessee 38103

Dear Dr. Stollcrnani

I am indeed pleased you will n 
the Advisory Coamittee on Z-----  
February 6, to offer advice on 
which ve have bean conducting.

i
i
I

I am enclosing a copy of all puoiicacion-

Op'

findings at each 5-year --------
data and information and serve as resource 
deliberations.

in following the meeting of

the long-term syphilis study

Staff members will euanarise

persons during the

because of a previous ccmsitment on Irtment'of
has invited Dr. Johannes Ipsen, Jr.» Professor. DepatCuan

Dr. Ira tyers. State Healthis a member of the ACIP group.

<md Or. S.nc.r ha. UwlMi a •«■>>« °f ctu,t '°u“ue100 to ” 

present.
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Willlma J. Woim» M.D. 
Chlaf, Venaraal Dia«M« Branch

«

Kncloaura*

WJBrovn:ag
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As you auggaatad, wa will gac tba mating undarmy aa aoca after
12 o'clock aa poaaibla ao that lata afternoon plana daparturaa 
can ba nada*

Should anything aLaa develop I will contact you. Otherwise, I 
will 8M you on February 6.

i

iiI
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n»k4gM Study - «Ad BoeM Co—ltto« tiMtina

Than will be

WilliMi J. Brown, Medical Director

AddrccBcesi

J

Dr. Bobby Broun 
Dr. Leslie Norias 
Mrs. Blesnor Price 
Dr. Joseph CaldMwll 
Dr. P«1 Cohen 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
HUs Genevieve Stout 
Mrs. Doris Smith

-4 . /.*• .

■UBJKCTi

MEW-41 
(REV. 1^4)

January 23, 1909

IDKNT1CAL M1MORANDUM

To' Bea Below

" "»»*• Chief,. Venereal Diaaase Branch

Actaohad is a list of the eomittM ta«abars and others who will bo 
present.

I

an “ad hoc" coonlttee mating to examine the data fr< 
the Tuskegee Study and offer advice es to whose we go fr<m cere at 
1:00 p.ou, Thursday afternoon, February 6, 1969 in Conference Hoas 
207, Boildln« 0m, RCDC.

Dr. Bobby Brown and other staff neabera will present the data and 
servo as resource persona during the discussions of the cooraittee

4D Welfare 1



■).
I
A’

Haalth Sarrica* and Manta! lUaleh AdaisUtcatlon*

. AlfooM 1. Holguin 
rector, Stala and CooMinity Sarrica* Dlvlaion

Chief, Venereal Dlseaaa Branch

Wlllian J. Brown, Medical Director

Encloeurea

WJBrownimg

• r c *7

Dr< 
Director

Advisory Ccslttae on taunlaatlon Practice*, the coaeelttea will Beet
1. -owiittaa will conelat ofi 

f Johannas Ips-u, Jr., Ira Myer*, J. Lawton SBlth,

"Ad Hoc" comlttea neatins to consider the Tuska»*a Study, Macon 
■■ County, Alabama

• : •• * *

National Cotmmlcable DUaaea Center - Atlanta

January 23, 19S»

•• • ■-

| •'■'■fl V-

A* you nay know, the V.D. Branch ha*

eyphlil^iirrielJZtS f^1”* study” At the «•« tine, a control 

group of 200 waa ■aLeetad. At apprcxlnately 5-year intervale, aa many 
aa poeelbla of thia total 600 war* axanined. Th* Laat examination va* 
done in the lata fall of 1968.

Dr. Senear ha* raqua*ted that an "ad hoc" committee be gathered to 
tak* a critical look and offer euggeation* a* to where we go from here. 
Another xeaaon for the critical look i* becauae of question* one 
individual, a former VD Rap, haa asked regarding the propriety of the 
•tudy since it la oada up entirely of negro melee.

On the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, following the meeting of the 
Advisory Ccslttee on taMnlaaeion Practices, the cooaittaa will meat 
in conference room 207, Building 1. The coemittaa will consist ofi 
Dr*. Gene Stollermea, Johannes Ipeen, Jr., Ira Myer*, J. Lawton Smith, 
and sosMona from th* Milbank Foundation. Dr. Sidney Olansky will be 
present aa a resource person.

Dr. Bobby Brown sad other V.D. Branch *taf£ members will sumarIse the 
findings of the 7 examinations and present other data and Information. 
The remainder of the time will be devoted to diacuaslon* by the 

cocBittee members.

Attached la a list of persona attending. I am *!•<> enclosing copies of 
*11 publications coming out of the study. Should you have quastlona, 
give me a call.
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Dr. Gms Stoll«^ 
Dr. Jobaxme* Ipaan,
Dr. Ira
Dr. J. Lawton saich 
Bapraaantaclva -

Dr. David J. Sancer 
Dr. Alfonso H. Holguin 
Dr. Wllliaa J. Brown 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
Miso fianawlava Stout

Dr. Ltslia Korina 
Mrs. Dotis Saith
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Dr. Bobby Brown - to present material

Mrs. Klaanor 
Dr. Joseph Caldwell 
Dr. Paul Cohen 
Dr. Sidney Olansky
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"Ad loc” Comittee Meeting to
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February 27, 1M9

J

A rrriaw of ail avallabla raeorda pwridea tua
1939 additions) of 630 indlviduala, but clinical foldera for flva of thaaa

eocloains a cruda calculation of tna aaam --- ---
puted at a tlma whan thare war. 271 deaths «on» the syphllltU patients

‘ J

-= the meeting on February 6, we are also 
crude calculation of the death rates, by age, which was com-

been scheduled for aaasdnatlon appeared — preauaably the othera 
learned that spinal fluid examination, were b,in»
tore account, at least In part, for the largo number in the survival 

unknown” column In 1968.

Since you raised the question at

Dr. Clyde V. Kiger
Milbank Memorial Fund
40 Wall Street
New York, Now York 10005

Dear Dr. Kisort
It is somewhat difficult at thio point to reconstruct the tabla presented 
on page 793 of Dr. Rockwell’s paper. If it serves your purpose just aa £11. w. wouH p^faTto aubotituta for 1963 figure, which ar. comparable 

to those prepared recently for the 1968 examination.

Aa you will note in reviewing the reprints of tha Tuskegee Study, the 
number of caaae originally included in tha study varisa by author from
399 to 412 syphilitic patients and from 192 to 201 noneyphilitlc controls. 
A review of all available records provides the names (including the 1938- 
1939 additions) of 630 Individuals, but clinical ™
are missing from tha files, apparently having boon discarded for unknown 
reasons during the course of tha study.

Slide 1 of Dr. Brown’s presentation (copy enclosed) showed the
and final classification of the remaining 623 participants. The 
figures entered on your letter exclude the 14 cases J®
the second examination since these wore not included in the flguxee pre- 
sentad by Dr. Rockwell.

/

In 1963 an attest was mada through our Regional Offices to locate and

(19 syphilitic and 5 controls) were examined, 
spent i
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If you with Addition*! LnfotvatlM* plaaM

•ky yow.

Knckotuco*
I

SVPrlcetas

)

/?>/ .

X

•

zy~~: . .

*ad 94 mg ebo controls* 
fool to e*ll «n u*«

Wllllaa J. BWw, M« 0.
ChUf, Vonorcal DUaaaa Branch
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MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND

tebruary 18, 1969

&

Dear Dr. Brown:

1963

1968
)

r
Very sincerely yours,

I

I

CVK:bv

412
192

412
192

as
66 (/,i)

53 (r^
36 (i4)

85 (R<0

39 (.ar)
Syphilitics
Controls

Syphilitica
Controls

? ('onj 
?

( I f 4 )
242 (i.ro)

87 (.ci')

Survival
Unknown

Total 
(Original)

? (J'/i)
? ( *7)

. Clyde v. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

Known
T.lvinp

40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehall 4-4989

Cable Milmorial New York

Known
Dead

william j. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
National Communicable Disease Center 
Department of Health, Education, and 
welfare

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

It will bo oatinfoctory to put the numbers where the question 
marks are and return the letter. I realize, of course, that there was 
eomc shifting of otatus as between syphilitics and controls.

I believe Dr. Robert Drown mentioned 276 known dead fur the 
syphilitics in 1968 but am not cure.

I have been trying to reconstruct for 1968 a table similar to 
Table 2 (relating to 1963) in Rockwell, Yobs, and Moore The Tuakeegee 
Study of Untreated Syphilis, Archives of Internal Medicine, December, 
1?64, p. 794........................

I would appreciate it if you or Dr. Robert Brown would fill in 
the blanks if the available data make thia convenient.
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IC:

oats. August 9, 1972TO

Assistant Director for operations

SUAJBCT: Tuskegee Study

William C. Watson, Jr.

Attachment

As you requested, attached is a summary of the ad hoc corm ittee meeting 

held f-ebruary 6, 1969, to consider the Tuskegee Study.

Mr. Dennis Weisman
Staff Assistant to the Assistant Secretary 

fur Health and Scientific Affairs

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH 5M.VIC&

HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

FROM ;

Mr.‘Wellman, Room 5614, N/HEW, phone 33021

MEMORANDUM



I

SUMMARY OF AD HOC MT-ETIHG ON TUSKEGEE STUDY

An ad hoe committee meeting was convened Thursday,

ParticipantsStudy and offer advice on continuance of this Study.

included:

Committee Members: .

i

J-

Resource Persons:

I

Dr. Gene Stollerman
Chairman. Dept, of Medicine 
University of Tennessee, Memphis

Dr. J, Lawton Smith

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
University of Miami

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Professor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine
Emory University Clinic. Atlanta

Dr. Bobby C, Brown, VDRL, NCDC
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr, Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr. Paul Cohen, VDRL, NCDC

L

Dr. Johannes Ipsen, Jr.
Professor

Dept, of Community Medicine
University of Psnneylvania, Philadslphia

Dr. Clyde Kaiser
Senior Member Technical Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
New York City

r 
/

Dr. Ira Myers

State Health Officer 
Montgomery

I
I

i

i-

I
I

(.

February 6, 1969, at 1 p.m. in Conference Room 207, National

Communicable Disease Center, to examine data from the Tuskegee



«

2

Attending;

>
U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL, NCDCDr.

Miss Genavieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

■

The purpose of the meeting was to

Considerations were:

1, Current welfare of study participants
2. Adequacy of follow up o£ study participants

and design of study in 19323. Original purposes

At the time of this meeting there were only seven patients whose
asu*ib«d Lu syphilid.primary cause of death was

from uoutiuuiag the study at
♦

relationship of serology to morbidity
1.

relationship of syphilis to pathological
2.

of risk factors associated withClarification of a variety3. morbidity and mortality from late syphilis.

f

Dr; H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

Clarification of the 
from syphilis.

i 

!

k
I

I
I.

rhe potential benefits to be achieved 
this time were:

i

I
t
J

. i.
I

- • “t determine if tha Tuskegee Study
should be terminated or continued.

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

Clarification of the 
findings.
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3

!

I

1.

2.

3»

4.

ryp* of study would nevar ba rapaacod.5.

Mating adjournad at 4:10 p.a. •/

I

«

I
I
I

I
I

r

!

i

i
I

J

!

r
i

4

4

!■
i

I
i

(■

Full treatment o£ the survivors originally in the syphilitic greup 
was uuiisldered. The dangers to patients suffering troo cardiovaflcular 
or neurological conditions from late Herxheimer's reactions were 
emphasized.

The netting wa» terminated with several salient points:

i’reatraent for these patients was not indicated unless they 
had signs of active syphilitic disease.

Medical follow up of ail survivors should be intensified,

Knowledge of medical value could be gained by continuing 
to record information gained cither through medical follow 
up or from pathological examinations in the study group.

The Macon County Health Department and the Tuskegee Institute 
have been fully cognizant of the study. The Public Health 
Service should increase its contact with both th* Macon County 
Health Department and the Macon County Medical Society to help 
them to assist more fully in the continuance of the study.



February 27, 196$

94133

your letter of late November 1968 until

studied the

Sincerely yours,

WJBrown:mg

• planned review of the

1’ollowlny the review -

You cen be r*
point you made and that each

"J™**? ^>at coniPeCent professionals have L
evaluated fully?” ™‘ PerS°n BCiU 10 th> ^iu’be

l
I
I 

r

“!?“■* ?“«. -i... it

naxelv: traar.in/j cho rematuing persona

I

I

including the point you have
1 - J in the

Peter J. Buxtun
1730 Knzrny Street
San Francisco, California

Dear Mr, Buxton:

I have delayed anaverinn ;

-- —J Tuskegee Study vas completed.

lengtliy discussion re-

judgment since the^nefits^f’such thera^’ \^dical 
th. risk, to th. lodlvLo". ‘U'h b‘ «■»*..«

lta.lth1D«Jar^^8,”J“h^hJ *!“ll:h 3oP‘,r<a|.M> “>• Hacon County
X-;; xx-mS??

available in Utacon County. d 111 COnClnue ausnent the otaff

at?d?6rvup ia. 6? Y^ra old. The

William J. Brown, M.D.
Oiiof, Venereal Discase Branch

/• • 
/

I

I
I
I

i
i i i
I
i i , t j i
i »
i
I

node in your letter; 
•tudy group.

After an examination of the 
Sardlng treatment, cur 
did not agree ---- -

question of treating 
demonstrated that
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5/29/69i

>

Dear Dr. Brown:

oix Ttatua an *'volunt««ra with sucial 
(T^hs grunting of certain inducements (such

•' * »>

NCTX"! dwfl'i * o *

i

t .-•V 

• ■

Thunx you for your letter of 27 February, ',’hat you said has 
given etc much to think about.

I

I

.>'r

I
I

Dr. William .T. Brown
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
National Communicaolo Dioewse Center, 
Atlanta, Georgia

In your letter you mention a committee of professionals from 
outside the National Cotumunicable Disease Center, and their 
conclusion that treatment of the Tuskegee Study.group is not,at 
this late date, safe. I recoil this point being made in our eon-

It is to the legal aspects of the study that I now turn. I 
assume that the committee of professionals did not include any 
lawyers, or that the legal aspects of the study were not pursued. 
Here is how I would analym the situation:
1933: DSPHS begins a long-term, autopsy-oriented, human experiment­
ation study on the morbidity and mortality of untreated, syphilis. . 
The subjects are largely uneducated and quite ignorant of the effects 
of untreated wyphxlis. Thoix Ttatua an '’volunteers with social 
motives” is further erodcdYlhe grunting of certain inducements (such 
an burial expense* and treatment for other diueuaes). At this time 
the study might be justified because: (1) there is no proper cure 
for sypnilio (2) the study group la taxon from a neavilly-infected 
and little-treated area,
19^2: Penicillin therapy la found to be a proper cure for uyphilie. 
1950: A etudy report ooaerves that ''percentages.. .indicate that 
combined mortality and moroldity are consistently higher among the 
untreated syphilitics". In other words, a group of unaware men is 
being allowed to die early and suffer physical dieaoility in the 
interest of medical science. There is a great disparity of.knowledge 
between the "volunteers" and the men running the-study.
1969: Probably most of the physical damage and early death has boon 
auffer/ed, and advanced age prevents the treatment of the survivors. 
They no longer could exercise a choice of ending their days free 
from syphilis. ’J; •

Thus I must now ask: what is the ethical thing to do? Compensate 
the survivors? Compensate the families of all the subjects? Cr should 
NCTX? 4wrS > -- 4 — ~i,rv-fvnr« anrt hAna t-hat uH 1 1 anU

• • 

I

* •

i

iTerence when I visited Atlanta, and I cannot say that I disagree 
with the medical aspects involved. In short, I am forced to concur 
m your professional determination that medical treatment is no 
longer available us a taeans of halting whatever syphilitic d»mogc 
the study greup is now enduring.

I

Peter J. Buxtun
IKearny St.,

San Francisco
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Dmp Dr. tobarttoni

It is hop«d that your

SUearaly y©ur»,

EVPriceJog

I

Dr. AUxandar Robartaon 
Kxacufciw Dlraator 
Milbank MMorlal Fund 
M Wall Strut 
Naw York* N. Y. 10005

Nauabar 1»* 19<»

</ .. .

I

I

William J. Brtfim. N« D.
Cbi«£, Vanaraal Dlaaaaa Branch

XSSb au/rad of U.J?"ooP2atlon* w fl 

aaaomblad to date ahould await a more favorable national climate.

in three inatancaa.

It is hoped that yo»r Board of Directors underatands the eltuation and 
will grant ue aufficiant funds to continue through 1970.

nenbere with a list of surviving partlclpanta in the Tuakagee Study.

favorable national climate.



DATE: February 24, 1969
TO

FROM

Draft- reply to Mr. Peter BuxtunSUBJECT :

His letter is

William J. Brown, Medical Director

Enclosures

rn’ar/Yz,.
HtlF tllMINATt V»ASH

Dr. David J. Sencer
Director, NCDC

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

—— -Jj —1 cost neoucTiQN moguM

■'il'n-HW

department or health, education, and welfare 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

I_

also attached.

have letter prepared. Do you wish to sign or shall I?

I have attached a draft reply to Mr. Peter Buxtun.

After you have made conmenta end changes> I will

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum



• 1

11/2^/68

Dear Dr. Brown: 

1.)

2.)

3.)

co; DI
v1', '

i

I again am writing you with legnrd to 
treated Syphilis in the male nenro. It hue 
year since I leer, cotnmumouted with you in

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, Venereal Dd«ei<iw Branch,
Communicable Disease Center, 
Atlanta, Georgia

Pftt*>r J. Buxtun
1750 Kearny St 
San Fianoieon

r «

When we discussed the matter in Atlanta, I told you 
that I hart grave morn I dnnotx in the propriety of thia 
study. While I could see the juntlfication and propriety of 
the study at 4 te inception, imd i»v«n up to the tine of the 
widespread use of penicillin, I could not condone the con- 
tiwuation of this study up to the present day. While I must 
grunt the danger oi treating aged syphilitics, and while I 
nm sure medical scier.ee has bcnei) it cd by the study, I otill 
must advocate the following points:

The group is 1DO% nugro. Thin in a tocli' io political 
dynamite and subject to vo ]d journalistic misinterpret­
ation. It ulco 1 oliowo tho (binking of negro mxlltante 
that negroa have long been used for "medical experiments” 
and "touching cnnca11 m the eir.exgency wards of county 
hospitals.
The group is not cor.poiied of "volunteers with social 
motives'’. They ait lai gcly uneducated, unoophi stlcated, 
and quite ignoxant oi the rfleets of untreated Byphllus. 
Today it would he morally unethical to begin such a study 
with such n group. Probably uut even the suasion of 
belonging to the "Nuise Fivers Burial Society" would be 
sufficient iuducement.

the study of un- 
been well over a 
thia z egard. In 

that period oi time, I have jcit the USFES, and ao am no 
longer informed aa to CDC projecta.

Peter y. Buxtun/ 
1/DU Xeax ny SV. , 
Son Francisco

Vtu y truly yogr-h
A.:-- > X ...

I uaxiiustly hope that you will inform me that the study 
group has been, oj soon will be, treated.



(2)

/

I > ■ X*'

*

) <■

4 '- t-'ri )L^fl H

;Z
I''

/'- ✓/
/ r Z *•

( cf ■.'r t / it »■ •

<•

f

z.<zzy z 4 - 7’ ?< < ’^.t <t t( - • /

\ 7 ’. i

<-^r r t<

<• r
^7' '/ 
/'■■•A. /

rt-rYr

z-' Lz »<■

« - t'7>< -

L - /t t

i-

z

b

z
;r

/,^ - /..(• Il'i' I •■

(' I

2' I <

, • ■ 7/

'A-

• Z

9

/ 
t

.' .

--^ 2 A-r*-K>

;. <
// ■

( 7/ C 'T^

i! •: 
'

/1 / X'

' ' Yr

f

i

I

■' / ( -f- •■-■.
■ / ’

V t / /

r ‘

Yr A

.■ ’>

t. i • '.Y ■

'"' ^ /r t 2^c.

Y /< t- 2
/>

,-r' .

< l7/ i

i 1.-2-.

.r- Yr. r^ ,■■ (’ : Cc . .' •••

' /
2: /~f< y c

i
i

.., ( X.
/'■

/
/ /

• •• f"- ■

Y /( r (

7 ) Y rY . <

/“'L C ( '/'>)'■' /' 

t' h

'•2 ( « ' f-1- ->

.... ;•■ < />• 

«

t

. r.^
/•■ ;< .

^•-r’?ryU‘

.< zx

'.' ■ : .-■ ; f ( z-,^ Y}.-^Y(

C t'' -/r . ' ' ’.

/.' '.- c Y- ' ( ■■( '^iC'■ ■■ ? ;

/

Y..<.

,'.- ixfu?. -7 7( 7 f(_

y<r:/-

t, > '' ‘

• •

^7 -'7 /
’ • z <■' / 7< Yr

!. I'7 s'). C. J / . •’>.

cQ^'Y\ y

>l - f ('

/ ' (/tx / .

rYCc f, ,<^Z 7 t
f / r «• ? <w •^--

X 

; - i ..-^Z i

/"
: f I

■ /zr?/ 7"'

-■ Y/

fYY •’ ZZ.-I ./ /• y

/ /

i' i ’.^ /
/ ?

c. -*’'• 7 7"t. ■

f
‘ f > / A / 7 •

( <

f > 
■ ( 

/

'.A.-'/A. /' 

/•

/'.'Y

rY

/ •
/'
/

" f < ’ 7-, • ,

r

.• J

■■ ' rtj



/'f f7 r >'■

(

'■ /■ t
X

I?
(-•

<

/
. <

t t ’ <• Y;
I

/'
'-7 >

x •

q' V. / I

I 'i- (. <-■

/ c—I »•

/ ' -/-.I) /<

J , .■»
)

t

>•/'.■ /

ft < t’ »/ I •' lilt
/.

I y 7

. /

<•• eif

<

• ■ X* / • X
t

4 l

} >

i

/
l.^ 

I

(r -•" 
. '

»

Z:'' '

■

/ ‘ 
' x<

<. .

/

• /

»

» • .

/
z.

' - < I -I I I ( /

A *-*

z
,'■ ■■•'

/z. 

r^r.

' r^.
’ 7

»

•>

■ '/ 
' I / X ,

/■ >

I

r

• // • ' ■•

/?,>' zx> .
(S ' 7 

•' t I i a • '

^■7,.

u'4

I

_.J'I

.X'. >

,/0<
^■l. >' '/ ’ / '^f

■!. ■■■/' Cr c\ .' '

Ay'

\

4 fl

A'. “C'-l'l e rj

'A:

- ) 
t z

Y !■

.■ 7 
7'' (: it

/

/' (■

f'l

. /

A"
z,' 7*,

►

.'■/

-7-Z 7Z.-< ,. <

> ! t 7 > ; ‘
I

'-■ /

. A r

.

. .•>'
i <■

- z

. ■jT4.i i i. 

»•

^ Ar''

A. • f ■■; 
* %

/ 

/

/ j -£-x/ .

. -Z. ■>'-7^

7T7 \

>■ ',. ,v

/ / t l

’ z7 ' '/•■ •< ‘ ''< ••• '"s / 
.- S '/

/ A. ' //

l.^.n../‘ y A i'-’r

’^C' A s'y

k 1 /

<- -/* »
I

?
«■ .■• /

y(7~ 7
X'

'■' ,'-y ; t

A /'

7/ -<.- i; f

■!

'' / I ‘
S/'

y / >x:». /

I

Z\
<■ 7' ••

(/■

' f 7^^'>'/ ,■■ .' Af .>

7/'.

s c • r t't -\' ‘ ^
I

,■ ■'. <y i-1^ gw
<

xs-y-'j i -4

- T*

<-(.*•

f '- n-
I

' .. <> z - /L.cX^J '■■

,■7 . . f S

/ /i

**x



L ■•

^2 i

2d^<. ■>

i ~tt^

- /2< <

Ze jtZt £

-yf fc-C

17

I
ii
I

'^L'

£ ( c Z< _

L. ...

.

Z5&.

/ / ‘'t
( z£^2^«- "Z-o

v/te.^/zeeS''

..... -yy&Z

..........

e4t££u'Zff£i

s£££ - __ \^c< ■ .

'‘tctf ZVc.e. Zi^c^

■wtczzic

^<1.2<-.’/' / /• . -O*<—' 41&L''V

ez^

&i*-> >e>t^t^-____<y

2^-



'A^C'C'

<a^L

js^c^c,

^6^ aS *7^

<H.  —

____ z/. ,^~

. ./l£4i0'Z>''-yisZ7L£^



I

re-

*_rr ••

"/ *
t

z V< ('

7
.^ 6- /c.r .

t-■n/.

/n ff t

Z Z/7,7'-7 J

<T7c?(

<. ( i i \

7/

^ 7 it <? 
*

i

f Z i,

r Za t.

■'i f <i t . .

I

c

I I ' <-•

—••/• 

/ I k

> ( /! • 
I

»

/*.* I >

/r^
' \

k't •-^ ' i1 ■•■■

7
/•\

•> ■ k'

/:
Z>—i—) t rC.

z 7^ itsfa-'i-Tj'

. ' ■■ 6 e ^777
1> •-r '777.t->i 

, 7 /

77., ■
,ztj7ps-$7,(..

7

^7/ .'■>

7 -

\

t- / I < (' <

C -t‘ (7'^ ') 
- 7 } 

.^6-/er

' ■/(. 777' ^- •'' /’'■'/ z ' *

',('r 6 u,

■ )

.. z 
-X.„..-,

<7
c

7>'

/j^zz /^7 Z ^-

7.7/
Z' /■•■ 7 G-'t

/< 7 <* v t (..

7-.7^->/ •Z-Z—/* / ,i 

■Z7/

-i‘ > /■ '7

(!^ynyrr-Mr &*\ t

'1/
*

-i-i t.r/.< f 7.

r 7 t V '7/^"

/ 7

77 ■>■' / -

- C

rrf

77e 
sz/j, /'T'/i i /.\.

' Sy l* ZX.

<z (>z'./. -?t t/sfa.{e^ g>4<

r7'- r 'S&C/7 /^y

.. i ? y yyTTisiv t

7y \ <

i .*

.<X

I

c^T-t 

»

, 7. i v 

I
I

■^-‘■t- f (,‘- t •■

■ 7 (yoz 7

7/



7.^
i

t■(

c -f.*

i

<*■-<’> y<- y

f;- .

• </'

I

I

I

I

C--

I

I

^...^) / ( V JI V

-f u

ctj sZ~4> <x^-

i

.' 4.^
(\^

3

' t r

i
i
’i

X ■/')

► X*' -yt,

& /'ts'//

//<-■ •■■ y/$

" •« -•?/ '/^ ' 1 >
Z^<

\ s

1 'J ( -7 •{ ■>' '*-/ ' r-7-’^ul.^./

^b/£'£/ y^tt -C^/1 r}^<

■■ /i'-r ix.

ti <t'/? /(<_.-/z .••. •••■

/\ ‘ C.£/r /}■ ^X^Xt

/ >

X/

2
e

<-/
/f^ il.

ft- ^Xr» C f'^' y 'd-.-f - \.^r'
xz(^rF‘-rf; \' / /t'f. /

t Zj/zr

x^- -f » j <-r /cfi

t"

/ r ,£xx! -■

(T.

I
<■

»

/•)

y -

I

../ i..(.r ^x^x-T/(X

r '■ t p /xxbxt-^e^y
Sj./>' r fx.

('■' <* x'L^'tX'ty ' C--X7 c .a^, c 
'^eX2r. ./> ,X

<7
■■ X . /' /‘ f -e.x^C. .
.y- ft r . ' ' f / xtrZ^^texX*..-! ,

X .- xfo • ’>(.c^,



DMFT

I

I

I

Sincerely youre,

WlllUa JT. Brown, H.D.

Mr. Peter J. Buxtun
1750 Keemy Street 
Sen FrancUco, California

Dear Mr, Buxtun:

I

I have delayed anewerlng your letter of late Noveaber 1968 

until a planned review of the Tuakegee Study vaa eouplated.

Following the review, we aaaeabled a comottae of prefeeaionalo 

frow outride the National Coenunicable Diaeaee Canter to coneIder ell 

aapecta of thia long-tern study, including the point you have eade in 

your letter; nawely: treating the remaining persona in the study group. 

After an exanination of the data, and a very lengthy dUcuaaion 

regarding treatment, our coosittee of highly constant professionala 

did not agree nor reeooncnd that the atudy group be treeted. The 

youngeat living mewber of the atudy group ia 69 years old. The question 

of treating persons of this age and older, uolesa it ia demonstratad that 

active disease la preaent, is a matter of medical Judgment since the 

benefits of such therapy must be offset against the risks to the 

individual.

'Hle committee did point out the need for the State Health Officer 

of Alabama and the Health Officer of Macon County, Alabama to become 

more intimately involved. They also recoonended that the local Itodtcal 

Society of Tuskegee be brought more closely into the etudy.

You can ba assured that competent professionala have studied the 

point you mede and that each person still in the atudy will be evaluated 

fully.
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competent professionals have<8tudled the(

each person still in the study will be evaluated

Cc^ .

Following the review, we assembled a consulttee of professionals

Disease Center to consider all 

aspects of this long-term study, including the point you have made In 

your letter; namely: treating the remaining persons in the study group.

After an examination of the data, and a very lengthy discussion 

'v. A

The .committea d<d pnint A..«- f>r

regarding treatment, our committee of highly competent professionals 

did not agree nor recommend that the study group be treated. The 

youngest living member of the study group is 69 years old. The question 

of treating persons of this age and older, unless it la demonstrated that 

active disease is present, is a matter of medical judgment since the 

benefits of such therapy must be offset against

individual.
z r .

Mr. Peter J. Buxtun
1730 Kearny Street 
San Francisco, California / '

Dear Mr. Buxtun:

o^Alabam e.>d Ue HeaUh Macon Countyr AAebwi

—z. They.. a.l8.9. recopmejidBd .u*t the
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later today. You may proceed to make your
Please keep. u»• informed and if a/.—it -- -

•nr- . .tv. 

■ •- 

■ ..

V

M.‘ D., Secretary. Treasurer • • •...

- Ai'^7

. Dr. W. H. Y. th is improving end out of intensive care,
encouraged by his progress.

.* •
With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours, .

■ - .-ii

. . «a. ..
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■4*-’...•ij along or meet-you there, if possible.

m. d.
 --, State ^Health Officer .
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the. Advisory Meeting, the Alsbama State; Board of Health

7S: regarding, continuity" W?he p«8ent”offleers of tho Society ere as fallow: .

v ...................... - - - - - •• - --- ----------■■■■■'

State Office Building .. 
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' ■ u • contacts directly with local officers. 
visit- is mode we will provide someone to go

•• w.tfhfc.'vj’jiJt-.’

*Atlanta, Georgia ' 30333
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'. ■ ■ ■ . . . .v..i ,

I have discussed the Me con COunty Untreated S^hilie Project with .

 She feels that it is.not generally known 
doubts"if the Medical Society is aware of .its existence ..

Service.. .,..

This matter hw been discussed with the.State Board o^^^end,

• -'tr refers this matter to the Macon County Medical Society-for its ^ecxsion 
“tt’_____________-_________________ —* „•/••« cere n-f f.hn Saeietv ere aS follaH

Luther. Curtis. McRae,' Jr., M. D., President 
... Henry Wendell Poster, M. D.,

Sheridan Howard Settler, Jr., ."
- *r j.?- •: i : •*;. •

 Dear Dr. J

«■ Dr. mi 

 tion to the project’ at thia time. .
or publicized. She <
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a ^March’’13*/1969
‘Amyirj

■ ’^William J^Browi-nM.' D.^/... ,
Chief J.-.Venereal Disease Branch . .

; Deparxmeht'.;of Health, Education and We If are ,
: Public Health Service- ‘ ■ '
lNational. Connunicable Disease Center • 
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Tuskagsa area and about 250 throughout the U.S.
possible to have the renalning patients syetesatically verked up atkthe

’ • nniv«-ifcy Clinical Research Canters. T “ Y  __
He mentioned that at the time the study was initiated^

“»k •.• »<.. , . ■. 

■ iV-f «■•.«W.V‘AJ.. .■.. .:

to Atlanta to participate
ting to analyse the Tuskegee Study data. We will 

..alsoinvite Dre; Leighton Cluff and George Comstock. Dr. S to Herman iilAh.
*•'- IMS .imda^U.- .^a.W -•___ ____________________
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of; telephone call from Dr. Brown to Dr. Eugene Stollerman

TUSnSGEE. STUDY • —■/
•- •

..^3j,Dr*: Brown called to invite Dr. S to Hernan to cc 
^■■‘^■y^ln> a:- snalL-comlttae

V■M?*9i-unfowiUar with the Tuskegee Study.:■ <;< 7
^*;‘pr. Brown told him briefly that the study was initiated in Macon Countv 

A I AhlMd • 4 an Alasaaaet 1 A< a —____ J 1 7. sese s . -la » J « • ^a_ . . - - ®

.4.wefe*k'Wut.M .**<>.

■ Alabama in about 1932. Approximately 400 individuals with syphilis i 
selected and also a control group was chosen of about 200 persona of 
CCi,par*b^e with no history of syphilis.

1 Since the study began, someone (from PHS) has gone to Tuska gee about every 
5. y*ar“ Co Perform a complete physical, including chest x-ray and EKG. om 
the patients. Examinations were performed at the County Health Department 

; clinic. Papers have been published on the findings. Last fall, the 7th 
visit was completed— findings not yet published. Autopsies have been 
performed on about 65X of the controls and about 581 of the syphilitics. 
Ths tissue from the autopsies was sent to NIH; however. Dr. Bobby Brown 
la attempting to get this to CDC so he might have a look.

2^2..-tollarBa’1 a**ted how many patients now survive— about 125 still in the 

He wondered if it might be

. — -U. . ---------------------- Dr* Brown told him this could be discus
at the meeting. He mentioned that at the time the study was initiated, 
arsenicals were used; now penicillin would be used— this could ba dangerous.*

Since the study has now been going on for 35 years, it has been decided to 
call in soma consultants to have a critical look at the data to advise 
’’where wo should go from here."

Dr. StoHorman will be most happy to assist in any way possible. This 
appears to him to be a "hot potato" from many standpoints— racial, public 
relations, etc. Wondered If we could be sued for withholding t'T,»»«*"*vnr, 
He thinks we should "go all out to get this worked out as soon as possible."

He is a member of the laminization Advisory Committee and suggested that 
our Tuskegee meeting might be in early spring when he comes to Atldnta for 
this. We will contact Dr. Bruce Dull for exact date of IsBunization meeting,

Wa will send Dr. Stollarman pertinent data before Atlanta meeting.


