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to be achieved from continuing the study at

to pathological

3.
a variety of risk factors associated with

The meeting was terminated with several salient
points:

1. Treatment for these patientsa . Patleat:s waa not indicated unless they 
had signs of active syphilitic disease. X

2. Medical follow up of all survivors should be intensified.

3. recorddi^ f "“J1031 valua could be Rained by continuing to 
record information gained either through medical follw un 
r from pathological examinations in the study group P

4.

5.
never be repeated.

J.

'neral

Full treatment of 
was considered.

1* fro^syphills °f thC relatlonshiP of aerology to morbidity

2’ of the relationship of syphilis

Health Department and the Macont?oun^CMadlcaltSociJtynto°!Slp 

-J more fully in the continuance of the study.

'Dav
Assistan

primary cause of death was ascribed to syphilis.

The potential benefits 
this time were:

//

< •
-

25P6r, M, 
burgeon (

findings. - ..

Clarification of c *.*.*.«*,
morbidity and mortality from late syphilis.

the survivors originally in the syphilitic group 

or neurological cond< t0 Pacients suffering from cardiovascular
emphasised! condlt±°na ^om late Herxheimer's reactions were

The Macon County Health Department i ' 
have been fully cognizant of the study.
Seryice should increase its --------

them to assist

This type of study would

and the Tuskegee Institute 
.• The Public Health

County Medical Society to help



DRAFT - August 2, 1972

Participants included:

l
NCDC

NCDC

Dr. Bobby C. Brown, VDRL, NCDC 
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch, 
Dr. Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, 
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An ad hoc committee meeting was convened Thursday, February 6, 1969, 

at 1:00 p.m., in Conference Room 207, National Communicable Disease 

Center, to examine data from the Tuskegee Study and offer advice on 

continuance of this Study.

Committee Membara:
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Considaraciona were:

were only seven patients whose

to be achieved from continuing the study at

1. Clarification of the relationship of serology to morbidity

e relationship of syphilis to pathological

3. Clarification of

Full treatment of the

wai considered.

or neurological conditions from late.Herxhcimer's reactions were emphasized

The meeting was terminated with several salient points;

1.

2.

3.
gained by continuing to

record information gained either through tnedical
follow up or from

up of all survivors should be intensified.

Knowledge of medical value could be

1. Current welfare of study participants

2. Adequacy of follow up of study participants

3. Original purposes and design of study in 1932.

from syphilis,

2.

•the purpose of the meeting was to determine if the Tuskegee Study 

should be terminated or continued.

a variety of risk factors associated with 

morbidity and mortality from late syphilis.

The potential benefits

this time were:

was not indicated unless they 

disease.

Treatment for these patients

had signs of active syphilitic

Medical follow

survivors originally in the syphilitic group

The dangers to patients suffering from cardiovascular 

Clarification of th

findings,

At the time of this meeting there

primary cause of death was ascribed to syphilis.
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pathological examinations in the study group.

4. Th. Macon County H..lth Departnone and th. Tu.k.g.e Institute

study.

to help them to assist more fully

The Public Health Service

contact with both the Macon County Health Department

have been fully cognizant of the

should increase its

and the Macon County Medical Society

in the continuance of the study.

5. This type of study would never be repeated
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Recorders:

?

J
I

Th 11

to evalu-

01lease Division of

we continue it?

discrimination r etc.

the disease.

f

Mr«* Doris J. Smith 
Secretary to Or. Norins, VQRL, NCDC

Attend I ng:

Dr. David J. Senear 
Director, NCDC

Dr. Leslie C. Norins
Chief,' VDRL, NCDC

not treating

We are here to

no concern about racial problems.

At that time there was no problem about

“We want your advice In making a decision.

discuss this problem."

Di*. William J. Brown
Chief, VD BranchA NCDC

Or. U. S. G. Kuhn III, VDRL, NCDC

Miss Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce DulI
Assistant Director, NCDC

Or. Swicer opanad th. ™.tlng by a,klnS ..ch person to

him,.If. He then g... a br|ef suimary of the Tuikege. Study.

Study was begun In 1932,

static population,

ate the effect of

In Macon County, Alabama, a rural area with a 

and with a high rate of untreated syphilis, 

untreated lues, and It was conducted by the Venereal 

the United States Public Health Service.

Dr. Sancer then said the question

the Study or should

At the time the Study was begun there was

has come up; Should we terminate

It becomes a political problem.
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2.

3.

He then explained that he had spent the past days going

j
I

were selected for

received treatment. The last evaluation (35th year) of this
group

X

Many died

knifings,

\

I

II

over clinical records of patients, and had prepared charts to Inform the 

participants on the present status of the Study. He then showed a number 

of si Ides.

The study as It was set up In 1932

What has happened to the Individuals 

Focus on the survivors

I
et al.;

complete reevaluations In 1938 and 1939 showed many of the patients had

The original study group was composed of M2 male Negroes who 

had received no therapy, and who gave historical and laboratory evidence 

of syphilis; 204 men comparable In age and environment

the control group.

The first findings were published In 1936 by Vonderlahr

The meeting was then turned over to Or. flobby Brown. 

Dr. Drown said we were here to take three looks:

1.

groups are known dead to data, out

Eighty-three showed some evidence of

Dr. drown believes that syphilis was a pri­

mary cause of death In only seven as shown at autopsy. Many had lesions; 

several showed aortic Insufficiency; some died of strokes, 

from other causes: TB, renal failure, accidents (mostly auto accidents),

etc.

occurred In 1968. At that time there were 36 controls and 53 syphl11 tics—a 

total of 89 still living; 373 In all

of a total of 625 patients.

syphilis at time of death.
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part

The,

Dr. B. Brown explained

about situations at times of death—many patients had lain In state k or

was concerned about medical findings, and patients

deserving of treatment. Dr. Smith then said we are here to decide three.

was difficult to gain access to the

to lack of findings of autopsies, In-

5 days, many had been embalmed; It 

bodies. This could contribute 

accuracies, cursory examinations, etc.

Dr. Stollerman 

pathology reports, survival rates, etc. Dr. Olansky explained about 

the I952 evaluation, how difficult It was to communicate with the 

patients; could not reach them by moll, some were picking cotton and 

could not find them. He told about Nurse Rivers and the active

she has played In the Study.

The participants then discussed

youngest Is now 59 years old;

patient claims to be 102.

on the East Coast with 

proposals, important at the moment. What Information can we derive 

from this study? He summarized as follows:

There was much discussion concerning correctness of diagnosis

the ages of the patients.

the age range goes up to 85 years; one

Or. Kaiser told of a study being conducted

a group of executives to learn the Incidence of 

heart disease mortality. He said the executives get the best of medical 

attention; most die of heart disease. He was amazed at the survival 

rate In the Tuskegee Study.

The group then discussed autopsy findings.
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1. $tre»i pathologyI

2. Silver stains

3. Animal Inoculations

were
good. He suggested tre­

pat lents

J

or not
You will

7

we can show these

pictures."
to go back to Tuskegee,,

Dr. Smith said serological and epidemiological workups 

The weak link In the chain Is pathology.

mendous emphasis ba

the National

Slides and blocks are available from them; this

Dr. Smith then said he thought It would 

eye examinations, stating he had fundus pictures,

neurological examinations of the patients from the 1967 evaluation.

20 years from now, when these patients are gone.

Dr. Smith said he would be willing

put on this Study, In the next few years the

were going to be gone. He thought It would be worthwhile to 

have a competent pathologist flown In :pon notification of death; do 

stain* on organisms. He said there was no reported Information on 

whether organisms are present In tissues.

tlclpated In the 1967 evaluation he found

Argy11“RobInson pupils.

Pathology would become Interested in this

Inoculations be done.

He then said when he par-

one "control" patient with

He thought the Armed Force* Institute of

Study. He urged that animal

"You may find seronegative patients In this group.

But I don't think It will make any difference whether you treat them 

» First, stress pathology; get away from serology.

never have another study like this; take advantage of It."

Dr. 8. Drown said he had been in communcatIon with

Institutes of Health.

laboratory has frozen tissues.

be worthwhile to do
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. C. No treatment (I doubt If you could euro them)."

"This Is

J

Insisted on spinal taps

He

Dr. Myers said they

a golden moment.

0r« S to Herman thought 

for

Blood pressures

evidence of cardiac abnormalities.

remuneration to patients. When the

go to their homos, explain to them what 

nations on those who

Turn this Study Into pathology studies."

there was a moral obligation hare

nourosyphllls. Ths participants

Harxhelmor reactions, fibrillations,

wore obliged to sat criteria for

to treat patients

then discussed the dangers of treatroent-

etc. Dr. Stollerman thought we

treatment. Dr. 0Jansky said If we

we would not have any patients.

Or. Stollerman asked about the Incidence of hypertension.

was told ft was very high "but they are living with It."

are virtually all high; all showed

The group then discussed

Study started,

Host of the patients

P«y 50 cents

6
we were doing, do aye axami- 

agree, take rabbits, get fluids from patients 

•"1 I"J.Ct Into rabbit, 'on th. spot.' "I would str...:

A. Pathology

Eye studies, silver stains

payments were $50.00; "the undertaker got that."

now have burial Insurance.

« week until they die.

Or. Sencar asked about the Macon County Health Department

situation. Or. Myers said the Macon County Medical Society Is composed 

mostly of Negro physicians. ‘There has been a complete social change. 

The county Health officer Is serving two or three counties; she Is a



I think

Dr. Myars mentioned that

checkup.

I. None 1. Survival Tp

with treatment

H. Discriminate After Negative

without treatment

III. Tote I 2. Accurate Incidence of

pathology lesions

Relation Syphilis Longevity3.

7
former medical missionary to Nigeria, very competent.“ Dr. Myers said 

the County Health Department Is understaffed.

Dr. Smith suggested giving the patients more money--l,$200.00— 

explain that the study Is being upgraded; ask them for permission to 

do examinations, give them shots of penicillin at the same time,

an Investment of $18,000.00 would be good to get the examinations." 

Dr. Sencer thought this suggestion ghoulish.

this group did not like handouts.

Dr. Stollerman thought the patients should have a complete hospital 

It was explained that they had complete checkups at the VA

Hospital In 1952 and 1958. They still receivo treatment when Indicated.

Dr. Sencer outlined on blackboard the possible courses of action:

ACTION STUDIES
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Dr. StolUrman than said he thought the data that had been pre­

sented was wonderful, but pathology would be open to cdtlclsm.

i

Dr. Myers was asked If he thought we could get permission to

Ha said, "No, I haven't seen this group, but I

to treatment."

consequences.

physician at Tuskegee. Or. Myers thought It a good Idea to keep the •

local medical society Informed
as to what we were doing and what we

wished to achieve; "work very closely with them and keep them Informed

of everything that we do."

one whIte

Dr. Dull then asked how you could answer criticisms for

treating these patients.

treat the patients. 

don‘t think they would submit 

question the wisdom of

Dr. Myers said regardless of what 

raise a question

then asked Dr. Myers what

Society. He said they had been

the fears of real troublemaking

Dr. Smith said he had

Dr. Olansky said he would

treatment at this point, mentioning catastroplc

not

Dr. Sencer said If we established good liaison 

with ch. local medical society there would be no need to en.wer criticisms.

your decision will be, If you 

at this time, the whole program will fold. Dr. Sencer 

were the limitations of the County Medical 

vary reasonable to work with; some of 

have not come to pass.

a good rapport wi th the younger Negro

• •,

J

Dr. ipsen said there were only 10 physicians in Macon County at 

the beginning of the Study. Dr. Myers said there is now a new group 

In the Society—It Is composed of 5-7 Negro physicians, and 

physician.
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"I think the patients

treatment.

this kind of

Dr. Myers replied that the Institute

A

He said

we have

Dr. 01 ansky reiterated that the original policy of the Study was 

that when medical treatment was Indicated, they were pulled out of 

the Study and were given

Dr. Myers stated that Macon County Is now being promoted as a 

Negro canter of culture.

But physicians at the Institute knew of the Study.

the school has been active In Civil Rights Movcment*““thcy have 

brought themselves up by their own bootstraps and are trying to do what 

failed to do."

"I don't know where you will ba able to study

group. No populations are that stable these days. These 

patients are over 70; they do not move anymore."

Dr. Kaiser asked what Tuskegee Institute thought of this Study.

Dr. 01 ansky explained they knew of the Study; the patients had been 

taken to the Institute's hospital.

Is new coming into a new era.

But now they are more progressive; he 

explained Nurse River's good relations with the Institute; her husband 

had been In on the first of the Study; she has now retired, due to age, 

Inflrmaties, etc.

Dr. Dibble, former medical director of 

the Institute, who died last year, was daponded upon to keep the State 

Health Department Informed,

9
Dr. Myers said at this stage he thought we should only take 

better care of the patients. Dr. Smith recalled when he was there 

In 1967 ha found two cases of glaucoma and brought them to treatment. 

If ho had not, they would have gone blind.

appreciate this."
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He then asked Dr. Myers about

J
We want to see the Job done.

was.

1

We told him he

"And take Into consideration Dr. Stoilerman's

10

Dr. Olaneky replied that as weak as the Study Is, It Is still 

a «ood study.

Dr. Stollerman replied that he thought It was. "I am not

questioning your data, but I think they should be treated."

Dr. B. Brown than stated that we had no criteria for treatment.

Dr. Sencer asked Dr. Caldwell If the

Is getting good treatment.

Dr. Sencer remarked that our mechanism has broken down; Nurse

Rivers Is getting old, gets lost when she goes to visit patients, 

do not have the mechanism at this time." 

the state's appropriations to counties. Dr. Myers said appropriations 

run $10 or $11 thousand per county, requiring each county to put up

50-50 matching funds; the State Health Department does have supervision 

over the county health departments.

Dr. Sencer then asked what If we subsidized a person In the Health

Department. Dr. Myers said, "Very good.

That would be very good."

Dr. Sencer then asked, "Do you think that treatment of this Study 

group Is Indicated? Dr. Stollerman thinks there may ba criticisms for 

not treating,"  "in other words, you think cardiovascular disease 

Is an Indication for treatment?"

man who has aortic regurgitation

Dr. Caldwell said, "no.

had to get to a doctor to get better care. That's all we could do."

Dr. Sencer said he thought additional resources would have to 

bo put Into the Study.



theory.

The man who

needs digitalis could be taken where he could get It. I think we

ought to outline what wo are going to do In the future."

"Or. Barrett Is a

vory Interested In research."

Dr. Sancer then asked how she was accepted by the local medical

group. "She loves

She's very good to them.

i
i

Dr. Stollerman said he thought when a patient has aortic re­

gurgitation or Indications of cardiovascular disease, you had to make

"If the local physicians agree there Is no need for

treating these patients, this would be good public relations."

Dr. Myers said she had very good relations with them, 

the people In tho area.

Dr. Myers said she may lean toward treatment, 

good pediatrician;

I

Dr. Smith suggested a doctor go to the County Medical Society

meetings, bring up these points, pro and con. "They might think the

same way,"

an exception due to the medical nature of the group. "I think you 

should treat each Individual case as such, not treat as a group."

Dr. Myers remarked that so far as he knew there had not been a 

physician In the area for all of the length of the Study. "I think 

we should establish rapport with the County Medical Society; talk to 

one physician- )l>n the Society before you talk to them as a group."

Dr. Sencer then asked, ‘What about the medical officer?"

: 11 

If this Study Is to ba continued, CDC has to establish a 

relationship with the medical men In the area; find a way to Increase 

the resources of the Health Department. We are going to have to 

establish better rapport; better follow-up on patients.

1

i



,)

now

Dr, B. Brown then mentioned the number of autopsies being 
per­

formed today; compared DeKalb and Fulton Counties; ’•DeKalb has a higher 

rate of autopsies—perform more than they do at Grady."

Dr. Sencer: "What has been the expense: $50.00 Is not enough?

Is It the sophistication of the ipl^ce?"

Dr. Kaiser replied, "This Is not a Study that would be repeated

. The public conscience would not accept It. -------- If you could

combine treatment with the present Study. ——- | am Impressed with 

the plan —• but I don't know whether the Fund would up the ante."

12
Dr. Sencer then asked If this would be a good place to start** 

with her. Or. Myers answered by saying she was serving several counties, 

but he would find out.

Dr. Kaiser then said he was quite Impressed with the reprints 

that had been given to him—then reviewed them, mentioning that the 

last report In 1964, which summarized previous reports, emphasized the 

deleterious effects of syphilis. He recalled that about 2 years ago 

Dr. Robinson (head of Milbank Fund) wrote to Dr. W. J. Brown and mada a 

prooosltlon; "give a lump sum and terminate all obligations." Dr. Brown 

rejected this offer, and suggested taking lump-sum Increments over periods 

of 5, 10, 15 years. Dr. Robinson then wrote back, suggesting that the 

Milbank Fund "go along on the old basis."

Dr. Sencer remarked he was not thinking of financial aid. He 

then asked what Dr. Kaiser's thoughts were on the political, racial over­

tones, etc.
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MEDICARE was then mentioned. This plan now takas care of the

older patients.

Dr. Myers summarized by saying, “You have seen the older doctors

He then went on to explain the coroner system In Alabama.

)

1.

2. treatment Is not Indicated, but If patients

have Indications of active syphilitic

disease, they should be treated;

3. better rapport should be established as soon

as possible with the local Medical Society,

as well as with the Health Department, to

) enlist their cooperation In furthering the

the Study.

Sencer: "It would be my feeling wo are going to have to re-

subsldlze a new person In the Health Department (work with Health Depart­

ment) but also have the responsibility to help us Improve end speed up

die out, Nurse Rivers Is getting old and Is Inactive, the problems are

Increasing. Unless you pour new life blood Into this Study, It will 

die out."

They have a poor system—an HD signs death certificates, the coroner 

signs (In desperation), or a health officer could sign, but not likely.

AH death certificates are on file In Montgomery, not In the counties.

Dr. Sencer then said he gathered that the group felt there was:
*

merit In continuing the Study;,
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I would be personally opposed, from a

Dr. Sencer then suggested getting

another nurse "to give preferential treatment."

the autopsy.

one of the doctors In the County Medical Society to perform the autopsies.

Or. Sencer reiterated that we would have to get a public health

) nurse; "Whether we do It through Dr. Myers — this Is one of the details

we will hove to work out."

Dr. Sencer continued, "First and foremost, we have to establish

rapport with the County Medical Society and the Health Department."

Dr. Sencer repliedDr. B. Brown asked how we answer criticisms.

that people outside Atlanta do read medical Journals, and this could be

blown up out of all proportions, but If we established rapport with

the local health officials, he did not think we would have a problem.

Dr. Kaiser asked If the medical records were kept 'at the medical

Dr. B. Brown explained they were kept here In Atlanta (at the

Venereal Disease Branch);

records In hospitals In Atlanta." Mrs. Price explained that clinical

data are kept on McBee cards.

Dr. Sencer then said that this should be a Joint effort with 

have a good point, but the man who died yesterday got $50.00, and the 

man who dies today gets $200.00."

Dr. Myers suggested giving the money to the doctor who performs

Dr. Olansky asked If It would not be a good Idea to get

center.'

"In very good shape—I have seen poorer-kept

pathological examinations.
V

psychological standpoint, In trying to raise the contribution. You
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the Health Department, Dr. Brown, and himself. Dr. Myers said he would 

be happy to work with us.

Dr. Stollerman then asked what the group thought of the possi­

bility of Isolating treponemes.

Dr. W. J. Brown explained about the seminar held last week on 

spiral organisms, stating that Dr. Smith has shown that penicillin treat­

ment has had no effect on spiral organisms, even after massive doses.

Dr. Stollerman asked Dr. Smith .If he had ever found organisms

In humans who have never had treatment. Dr. Smith said ha did not

want to say; he then mentioned the study of Dr. Yobs on the persistence

of treponemas In late syphilis. Or. Smith said he liked Dr. Norins*

summarization: "After treatment of syphilis the outward lesions go

away, but are all organisms eradicated throughout the body?" Dr. Smith

said he thought we were going to come out of this Study with "soma

tremendous Information"; ha recalled that we have better techniques

now; of patients going through eye clinics, with Inflammatory eye

diseases, suffer from eye problems caused by spiral organisms. "I

) think we may come up with some treatment for them."

Dr. W. J. Brown said we have learned a great deal from Dr. Smith's

work and It should urge all of us to try to find and treat everyone In

a primary and secondary stage. Then he thanked each one who came to

help us. ‘The advice you have given has been invaluable."

Dr. Sancer then said he thought everyone understood the sense of

what we wanted to accomplish, ♦ I

heavily on Ira." (Dr. Myers).

Meeting adjourned ot 4:10 p.m.

and we are going to do It. We will lean
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March 13, 1959

%

I have discussed the Macon County Untreated

or publicised.

Service.

to t^a-ra^cr end this action with Dr. 

out of intensive care. We are

With kindest personal regards, I am

M. D.
,X

-^s., 

Z! v

f

-----------------— «• u*w»vu, w. u»
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 

< . - -------------------- *4wa*wu,  ̂ ---------------

Public Health Service

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Deer Dr. Brown:

Sincerely yours,

“<-"LdJ"US!ei’t th<: «vl«ory Herting,
^.^ing ’So1 ?£“£££

Luther Curtis McRan,1 Jr., M. D., President

Welfare
National Connunicable Disease Center

l*A L. MYCRf, M. 0. 

»TATC MtALTM OFFICER

/•

L
1

You may proceed to make ;

-i„„__ - ------------ - ** a visit is made we will providealong or meet you there, if -nnssd-hio p

.7vOv-y

'J-

cpnrtiiiciit of Pijislic lleoltli
State Office Ci'ilJing 

Mon (’omen, Alabama nin
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SUBJECT; AD HOC COMMITTEE -- TUSKEGEE STUDY

DATE: FEB, 6, 1969

The following items

Year of Publication Senior Author»

o

standpoint of late syphilis in these

I. VONDERLEHR 1936

This is the only report giving any data on cerebrospinal fluid 
.C8 in Ell® bi nnf* o Tf* 4 e J u. — """T-" , _

o

1

*

1936
1946
1946
1950
1953
1954
1954
1955
1955
1956
1956
1964

The following points are of particular
standpoint of late syphilis in those papers, again with especial 
effinnaal n nn 1 _________ v »•» . *

Venderlehr 
Heller 
Delbert 
Pesare 
Rivers 
Olansky 
Shafer 
Peters 
Schuman 
Olansky 
Olansky 
Rockwell

Twelve previously published papers concerning the Tuakocee 
Study of Late Syphilis have been reviewed. The following items 
were selected from these publications relating to late oc..!.^ 
and neurosyphilis. ------ ----------- -

Papers reviewed were as follows:

Questions: (1) is L.P. data available for review?
(2) were lumbar punctures done on che nonsyphilitics?

I

i
i

studies in the patients. It is understood that this is becausFTh? 
patients have declined further lumbar punctures. This makes it very 
important to review the data concerning the exact findings in the 
notes- fl S °f b°Ch Rr0UpS’ if this is scm available. The paper

of 399 untreated syphilitics, 7.87. had clinical evidence 
of neurosyphilis. An additional 18.37. had reactive 
spinal fluid serologic tests. Thus, 26.1% showed clinical 
or laboratory evidence of neurosyphilis.

of 201 controls, presumably nonsyphilitic, 2.57. 
had CHS disease, -------

importance from the

emphasis on late ocular and ncurosyphilis.
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II. HELLER 1946

J
Tha main

III. DEIBERT 1946

EYE DEFECTS were found as follows:

0 age Xno. cases

SYPHILITIC group

j

NONSYPHILITIC grour

Thus, EYE DEFECTS were found In 70 of 154 syphillclcs

o
paper

3

■

4
24
14

3
41
26

25-44
45-64
65 and over

25-44
45-64
65 and over

I

6.9% 
31.6% 
73.7%

11.5%
42.7% 
81.3%

This paper primarily deals with mortality figures. The main 
finding was: "..Life expectancy of a negro man between 25-50 who 
ia infected with syphilis and receives no treatment for his infection 
is on the average reduced by about 20%,"

as compared to 42 of 153 nonsynhilitic controls.

Thus again, the number of eye defects reported in the 1946 paper 
was nearly double in the syphilitic group, and appears to be the 
greatest site of clinical productivity in examination, 

e
Disease of the central nervous system was reported in 21 of 154 

syphilitics, as compared co 13 of 153 nonsyphilitic controls. Note that 
even chough again the incidence of disease was nearly double in the 
syphilitic group, chat che number of lesions found is much higher on 
eye examination than on neurologic examination. This probably relaces 
to ease of diagnosis, direct exposure of the eye, and the like, and 
emphaaizas the importance of ophthalmologic and neuro-ophthalmologic 
findings in this study.

This paper is important as it is the only publication giving 
significant information about eye defects in the study. It also 
gives much information about other organ systems aa involved in the 
two groups.
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PESARE 1950IV.

I

paramedical aspect* of the
study.

4

<

o not."
VII. SHAFER 1954

1

*

rJ

o
are.rlos.icroclc softenings, 5 cerebri! hemorrhig;

i
i

were examined in 46 
. The brain was examined

29 showed arteriosclerotic changes,

, from

statement — *“
no noticeable difference in the

----- —> two groups.

this paper was the following 
over when first examined 

amount of disability could

i 
i 
• •

Santel KI d l* Wlth expect:ancV- A summary in one
25 sn w f CziS paper 1S: The lifQ expectancy of an individual 
25 50 years of age with syphilis for which he has received no 

•ver&ge th.n th«‘of »’ ““ “ ““

This is I--  -____ ______________ a. g-u
publication dealing with"PATHOLOGY in this'stidyt
points from this paper are:

The brain and portions of spinal cord u—-
syphilitic patients and in 13 controls.

92 ayphilj-clc autopsies. 28 brains were grossly normal 
^7tr.™?'l0rlar0,:iC 5 cerebral hemorrhage”™.’

with hi Juraa» and one petechiac with pneumonia), and 1 abscess 
with bacterial endocarditis.

lo“u«lOn0™l2P:deplc;en?s.°ne mcnlnso''a““1« .yphllla.

OPACITY OF PIA-ARACHNOID
brain (7.7%). ’ ^Ut on^y 1

but <n -------------- 1 WaS noted in 7 “yphilitlc brains (15.97.)?'
but in only one nonsyphilitic brain (7.77.).

□f 13 control brains, 9 were grossly normal.

V. RIVERS 1953
This paper is concerned with

VI. OLANSKY July 1954

This report deals with environmental factors in the studv
Ah Important atatement 1. at th. end of th. summary:

•culJ1'd.......... the outstanding difference betueen the
mil ti? u”"e’,:ed 'XRhLlls and Che nonsyphllltlc group 1. 
■till th. medical fact that some have syphilis .nd some h.v.

The major contribution of 
"Among persons 55 and

be demonstrated between the

an extremely important paper as it is the onlv

Some selectedpoints from this

One showed
one edema after injury, and 6 had arteriosclerosis 
to note that NO NOTE HAS BEEN MADE OF

THE PRESENCE OF TREPONEMESIN ANY OF THE AUTOPSIED

was findings were, however: OPACITY OF PIA-ARACHNOID
nen.v 9 2yphilicic bra*”S (20.5%), but in only 1
CELLULAR INFILTRAT?™7■7%)‘ LikeWiS°’ pKRIVASCUm AND MENINGEAL 

R INFI..TaATI0N was noted in 7 syphilitic brains (15.97.), 

one nonsyphilitic brain (7.77.).

cerebral hemorrhage,
It is important

?IA1NS IN an attempt TO DETERMINE 
IN ANY OF THE AUTOPSIED TISSUES.

paper deals with life expectancy.

25-50 years of

a nonsyphilitic population." interval in

VIII. PETERS 1955



in the Peters report:
>

«•«« h«. b..n eoMldered
Although atrophy of the

r aLLsyphiiitU,-^-^ TES"

cases.

o
WM, Z 7 7 ana witn sustained seropositivityprior to death had roughly a 50:50 chance of demonstrate^

5.

aortitis”

7.

8.

9.

testis, lymph node.
■A

IX.o paper estimated that 707. of the syphilitic
group were

X.
d.™: 5h“ s« °f “■■«««“ vpbiu. <n

of late c! statements were of obvious importance in the study 
ot ^te seronegative syphilis. y

■i

2.
3.

j - ------------------------------* aorcimswthickening of aorta wall, and necrosis of media.
there uf 87 *orcas exiu"ined grossly and microscopically, 
Chw. ». no evidence of aortitl.. Aortitis

ux-uuiogic criteria in 25 specimens
fibrosis of pancreas was found in 5 syphilitic

was examined microscopically in 87

; hypertrophy was noted. This 

cotrenon in
systolic
—! syphilitic 

groups.
—• more than 10 year* and with

I
I
i V

<
'I

spontaneous serologic reversal had
-—> syphilis"

waB no eviaenco of aortitis. Aortitis was oresenr

92Ti^« • 10 T® °f Che concroLs <of 32 exam ned).
Tissues important for Krajian review:

liver, pancreas, brain, aorta,

SCHUMAN 1955
Thia |-------- - -
still untreated.

by the'Kahn technique thirty years

Other important pathologic data

1.

.yphiK. tyluh uTh1::: hr:jo?hT"ic

th. non.yphmcu Elenes.- ”d°"' °f

««°uiu.'Xa”ined "Uh t'” >Uv« st.“. If

.•
The aorta i ' 2
A very high prevalence of cardiac
<----------
the patients in this
and diastolic blood
than in the nonsyphilitic

OLANSKY May 1956 
TTrZdT ____ .

male negroes will be detectable 
after infection"

"277. of patients with epor. 
clinical manifestations of late 

These two statements

“i”!!6"™}.1 ““h th’ f«‘ hypercenslon la

study. It was noted that both
pressures have been higher in the 

- ---- groups. 
A negro man with syphilis for i  i;
essentially no treatment and with sustained ------
FT.or tv Gc.uh had rougnxy a 50:50 chance of demonstratlnR 
cardiovascular involvement at autopsy. 8
The best gross anatomic criterion of syphilitic aortitis- 
linear striation of thoracic aorta. aortitls-

6. The best histologic criterion of syphilitic

In 37 of the 87
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XI, QIANS KY Aug. 1956

Individual, seronegative or not, haa chronic activity in the 
as a result of the oersiatencp nf acffvirv nf ___ ___

XII. ROCKWELL 1964

o

were seronegat

VDRL.

o

I
I
iI
I
II

Thia paper is important and gives a good review of ROSAHN'a 
important autopsy monograph on syphilis, written in 1947? '
A brief summary reveals:

Rosahn reviewed 3907 autopsied cases (over age 20) seen 
at Yale between 1917-1941. LOX (380 autopsies) had clinical, 
laboratory, or autopsy evidence of syphilis. Of these 380 
cases, 156 or 417. had morphologic lesions of syphilis. 58Z (or 90) 
died primarily from syphilis. 116 of the 380 were seronegative 
at the last hospital admission. LESIONS WERE FOUND IN 21Z 
OF THOSE THOUGHT TO BE FREE OF THE DISEASE.

One fourth of the autopsy proven cases of syphilis 
to the conventional serologic tests done in hospital!

Of 11 patients with late syphilis at the time of study in 1963
6 had a reactive VDRL. 5 of 11 with late disease had a nonreactive 

127. of syphilitics showed signs of late syphilis. 64Z 
were cardiovascular. Case 103 and 375 never had shown reactive TPI 
or FTA tests. 5 cases previously TPI reactive became TPI nonreactive 
in the 5 year interval before Chis review. Case 482 was TPI reactive 
but FTA-ABS NR.

"Indeed, it seems from consideration of the autopsy Incidence 
?*** ifl imPosaible during life to determine whether the untreated

— a result of the persistence of activity of Treponema pallidm"*
This paper also noted that the cardiovascular system is frequentl 

Involved -- that 63Z of the deceased patients had post-mortem 
examinations— and that of the 23 living men with some form of 

one had received adequate therapy prior to

This paper also noted that the cardiovascular 
Involved -- that 63Z of the deceased patients had

late syphilis, that not 
to the recent survey.
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RECOMMENDATTONS

I. PATHOLOGY

■4

2.

o

2.

3.

o

• — w». • '• •• •

to
1.

i

It would bo quite feasible to go to the homes of the surviving 
paelonts and ubtuin a small specimen (2-3 drops) of aqueous humor 
for FA studies and for animal inoculations. This should, of course, 
be done unly after explaining the procedure to the patient and after 
obtaining his consent. The safety of this diagnostic procedure h». 
been attested to by tho fact that over 6,000 paracentesis have been 
done at the University of Zurich in the past 15 years without any 
untoward problem whatever. This fact is in the literature and has

OCUmenCeci by Che clinical experience of numerous other investigators 
tn this country. 0

The Tuskegee Study is a critically important study and 
will not be repeated. It has been strong from serologic, 
epidemiologic, and environmental standpoints. It has been 

. moderately strong from clinical standpoint. It has been 
weak from cerebrospinal or tissue fluid standpoints. It 
has been very weak from the standpoint cf pathologic anatomy. 
Thia i» for the following reasons:
1. many autopsies have had only GROSS examination, without 

documenting photographs, and with no tissues saved for 
histologic study
no attempt has been made microscopically to determine 
the presence or absence of spirochetnn in the tlssucn

It is urged that strong pathologic impetus now bo given 
this study, for tho following reasons:
the Study population is nnu over age 69 on the average 
and from the standpoint of life expectancy, therefore, 
one can expect a much larger increase in the death ratee 
in both groups in the next decade.
Fresh frozen tissuea should be obtained for fluoruacent 
antibody studies. Fresh tissues should be obtained for 
aninal Inoculations nnd for darkficld examinatiun. 
Silver stains arc important, and some tissues could be 
placed tn proper fixation for electron microscopy if that 
appeared advisable at a later date.
Thus, whereas tho groups have beun differentiated on various 

grounds, primarily serologic, an attempt should be made for 
PATHOLOGIC differonciacion. It would be most important to determine 
if spirochetes were present in the controls as often and in same 
altea as in the cyphilltics. Thus, on a review of the patients 
made circa 1967, three patients showed classic Argyll Robertson 
pupils to 3 different ophthalmologists, but who later on breaking 
the code, were found co be in the "nonsyphilitic" group.

II. . AQUEOUS PARACENTESIS



• ■

•» The fluid could be inoculated into testes of normal -abbita

III.

0 1. Peaare in 1950 reported little difference between
2. Olanaky in 1954 reported little difference becweei

eradicate rhe spirochete from patients with late syphilis 
4. There is thus no known way to treat the nardanr«

7.

e»

o

>

treatmeui NOT be given 
; reasons:

I
I

J.Lawton Smith, MB
A.oooc. Prof. Ophthalmology 
Assoc. Prof. Neurosurgery 
Asat. Prof. Neurology
Univ. Miami School of Medicine 
Miami, Florida

CONSIDERATION OK TREATMENT

It ia recommended by this consultant that 
to the patients in this study for the following

It should be emphasized, however, that IF treatment is given 
to these patients, there is no reason not to perform suggestions
1 and 2 — uamely, fATHOLOGY and AQUEOUS STUDIES. There is no 
reason to expect that treatment will alter the occurrence or domonotratior 
of spirochetes in these patients at this time. Thus, Bicillin does 
not enter aqueous or spinal fluid, and in the noninf lamed ccate, 
little of any other type of penicillin will entor these tissues. 
The issue will become more difficult to evaluate, by introducing 
another variable, while at the same time, making no difference from 
a practical standpoint to the patients involved.

“Ce?e’ and if dcsired’ ali° « small primate
This could be done in a manner so that the laboratory procedure ’ 
va» done ou patients with no identification whatever as to 
whether syphilitic or nonsyphilitic group waa being studied. 
The incidence ot aqueous humor treponemes in both groups could 
b* ascertained, and a more exact dofinirton of thooc treponemes 

by subsequent careful followup of the inoculated animals

Rospeccfully submitted.

2. OUnaky in 1954 r.Po.t.a
1-2” 19 8C*ong evid(ince now available that penicillin will not

-----------  no known way to treat the patients effectively 
«J-Ms "tag* - senoitiviiy reactions would be difficult to explain

5. Pathology la of critical importance “xpiain.
6. Recent report (Lancet) has documented subsequent occurrence

of new neurologic manifestations in 100 cases of TREATED paresis 
Those now surviving have made a tissue adjustment to the disease 
and previous reports have shown that the primary mortality from 
syphilis has already occurred.
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ALpjrfDl>CATI«k. AND 
uCHXALTH SZRVTCX V^MLUiARj

‘United states -government . '

Memorandum

TO
DATE! January 23, 1969

FROM

SUBJECT : cownittat Keating to consider the Tuskegee Study, Macon

'Untreated fcZlu / l Dranch ha« conducted a long-term study of
Mj,u” known •• th* Tu«‘W® Study.

The last examination

Another
*•* a.:e:\rg::ringotrh.qu;::P1rTfttyon:f th.

“fJ*rn?°n Of 'Ihuraday» February 6, following the meeting < 
oo Practices, the coonittae will

pubUcfttlona) coming out the ttudy.

Enclosures

r‘
Cr

Hilf ELIMINATE WASTE

I am also enclosing copies of 
Should you hare queeClone,

I

"Ad Hoc" <
County, Alabama

"Untreated Branch has conducted a long-term study of

“nT::“i: *“*-£ned- "*• i-‘ “•

?L.Sro^\Ja’irTqU?at“1 that: aa ”ad hoc” comittee be gathered to 
critlcM1- i-ook and offer suggestions as to where we go from here. 

indEvi*. ^*OT/or th* cricical look because of questions one 
Study f/?”**-™ Rap’ h“ a,ked r°8ardln« tha propriety of the
study since it is made up entirely of negro males.

DEPARTMENT OF UEALpfrfbuCATl^, AND V^jarf 
rUBUdHEAJLTH SERVICE V'VULUEARE

Health Services and Mental Health Administrate 
national Conmunlcable Disease Center - Atlanta

of the 
. meet

The connittee will consist of: 
Ira Myers, J. Lawton Saith, 

Dr. Sidney Olansky will be

COST IEOUCTION HOGUi 
f -■

/

• • -1 c ~ *

tji-sw"

William J. Brown, Medical Director

in conference room 207, Building 1. T...
ors. Gene Stollerman, Johannes Ipeen, Jr
and someone from the Milbank Foundation.
present as a resource person.

JObhy Br0W11 and other V-D- Branch ataff members will suwaarizs the 

connittee members.

^Att®ched_la_g_ii*t of persons attending

Dr. Alfonso H. Holguin
Director. State and CooMunity Services Division

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
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1:00 p.m. Room 207, Building 1February 6, 1969

Cowaictee Members:

Resource Persona:

Racnrdera;

Attending;

• .-.i

I.

C'Z
• e. •

Dr. Leslie Norina
Mrs. Doris Smith

Dr. Gena SCo Harman
Dr. Johannes Ipsen, Jr.
Dr. Ira Myers
Dr. J. Lawton Smith
Representative - Milbank Foundation

"Ad Hoe1* Cosnittee Meeting to consider the long-term 
Syphilis Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Negro Male

Dr. David J. sencer 
Dr. Alfonso H. Holguin 
Dr. William J. Brown 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
Miss Genevieve Stout

Dr. Bobby Brown - to present material 
Mrs. Eleanor Price
Dr. Joseph Caldwell
Dr. Paul Cohen
Dr. Sidney Olansky

i'
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AtrLl 15, IM9

Da«r Dr. Mc&a«t

bean cooduetW in Maecm County for th* p««t 30 yowr*. Ko

31^«roiy

DJSenc«r:hb

l

I

>

/•

■ V
..'X? X/?

I
I

>■

■ «

Dr. utthor Curtit McMm
Proaidone, Maceo County Medical Society 
Tttckcgco, Alahaoa

/EM—
David J. S^car# M.D.

Dr. Ira Myara haa diacuasod with you the otudy that haa 
bean conducted in Macon County for the pact 30 year*. Ha 
haa indltatad that the County Medical Society would be 
Interestad in hoarinc a review of the decaile. X would be 
happy to do so at your May 1$ saetiug if you wish.

David J. S^tuer# M.D. 
Aeeiatenk'Surftoou General
Director, national CoMaunicabla

Dieeaee Canter I
I 
I
I

I
I
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TUOXEGKE UHTOEATED SYPHILIS PROJECT:

m 1932 the u. 3. Public Health Service initiated a study of untreated syphilis

/J
•' /

by correspondence. This project was initiated at a time when the treatment of 

tinue this project since the numbers are small, adequate treatment is now avail"

Dr. Bush made abe discussed with local physicians before a daHstnn is msde.

motion that this matter be referred to the Maeen County Mndicnl Society aa 

suggested by Dr. Myers; Dr. Collier secondsd the motion, which carried unanimously.

I

0
■■

d',

able, and there have been many social changes in Macon County. The Macon County

Medical Society has completely changed. The old Society was disbanded several

years ago and a new one has been organized. The State Wealth officer has suggested 

to the Public Health Service that continuity of the program and patient care should 

syphilis was extremely hazardous, timo-consuming and not too efficient.. The.

Milbank Fund has been paying for post-mortem and burial services in connection 

with this project. The Public Health Service is concerned about whether to con-

, T

EXTRACT

with proper controls in Macon County. Early published reports'lndicated that this 

was approved by the state Board of Health, but a search of the Minutes from 1931 -

1933 does not list a formal approval. It la assumed this must have been handled 

MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF CENSORS

%

FEBRUARY 19. 1969 C<//;

■** z f

.»



EXTRACT

.n

The

Dr.

time.

the State Board

i
A/*/'4 Mn-r In

MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF CENSORS

The Health Officer callrH attention to a background paper on the TuskeBoe 

Study of untreated syphilis by the DHpartnent :■■£• Health, Education and Welfare. 

This paper (Exhibit "A") describee details not available elsewhere in state or

study several years a/jo that the program was fully outlined to the individuals 

and each participant was anxious tn receive the burial, and free medical examination 

benefits from the study. Certain individuals have been dropped from the study

because circumstances surrounding their medical nced.n for ft particular problem

required treatment which would disqualify them from the study. An evaluation in 

1969, outlined in the Minutes of the Hoard of February 19, 1969, referred this 

matter to the Macon County Medical Society which had been reinatituted after the

The concern of the Board at

r *•* •i .m v*

A-.l JV__

former County Medical Society had become extinct.

that time was an.individual evaluation of the luutds of these patients by phyeicianc

...

county files., to the state Wraith Officer's knowledge, since these decisions were 
•.4.

made In 1931 or 1930 at a time when the treatment of syphilis was hazardous,

InefCpotivn iind not generally available. Ln nxlditton, treatment waa resisted by

'i,' — A' ..___ < -L»- .—

who were familiar.with their complaints and personal findings and needs, 

present Medical Society is predominantly black so a racial discrimination problem 

would not be present. Federal officials advised the State Health Officer and

W. H. Y. Smith, the Director of the Burcim of Preventable Diseases at that

time, that treatment benefits were not expected for tiiese individuals at that

The Federal invosti-Also, some hazard of treatment might be encountered.

gators went immediately tn Macon County t'nl lowinr: ’hat oction 

1_ .Am..n-r ■<„ inAQis'-’'

a largo group of the infected population and the best indications are that these

___ y**5.Bn-° Y!’® .en-tered this study were beyond the infectious stage at the timevt&e

study was begun.The Health Department has boon told by those involved-iii tha.*L__„
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February 13, 1969

I

Thank you for

Sincerely youre^A

Willlwa X/Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Dieeaee Stench

WJBrovn tag

/

f

z

I

I
i

I

I
I

Dear Dr, Stollerum:

I write this note to expreee my sincere appreciation for your 
partlelpetlon in the dlecue.lon of the TUekegee Study on 
February 6. The outcone of that conference will be no.t helpful 
co ue in docoFBluing exactly in Miat couraa the long-ter» study 

mnet be directed.

ining et NCDC to help ua in our decision making.

Sincerely yours,/)

Dr. Kugana a. Stollaraan 
Professor and Chairman 
Department of Madieiaa 
The University of Tennessee 
951 Court Avenue 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103
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February 13» 1969

i
Dear Dr. feith:

I

Woricahap"
r

Sincerely yourssincerely yours, >>

Wllllaa M.D.
Chief, Venereal Diseaae Branch

WJBrowntag

I

J. Lavcon Bblth, M.D.
Associate Professor of Ophchalnology 
departasnt of Ophthalaology
University of Miaai School of Medicine
1638 Northveet Tenth Avenue 
Xiaai, Florida 33136

We hope to get the proceedlnge o£ the "Spiral Organ! 
to each participant without a great deal of delay.

Agein, thank you for your assistance.

J y1!* nOt* 60 •*?«*• "V alncere appreciation for you*
help in dctcrelnlng the direction ve nuat take with ths Tuskegee 
study. It seem ve have so frequently called upon you for 
assistance and I an nose grateful for your vlllingneae to com 
to our aid. .
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February 13. 1969

Dr. Ira L. Ityw

Dear Ira:

Sincerely yours.

, K.D.

WJBrovn:tng
I

I

t

I
i

Again, ay ehanka for your participation in the dlscuaeloaa on 
Ihursday, February 6.

State Health Officer
State Departmnt of Vublie Health 
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alebaaa 36104

t

I
I 
I

I 
I

I

j

i 
i

William J. Sfe
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

I certainly appreciate your staying owr on Thursday, February 6, 
to discuss the Tuskegee Study and give assistance in further 
direction of this Study. Dr. lancer and I will a*ait hearing 
from you before ve make any moves.

Please extend to Dr. Smith my best wishes for a quick recovery. 
I do hope there will be soeM way that ha can ba kept ou the VD 
problem for I feel his personal interest, effort and ability 
are responsible for the progress that has recently been made. 
Under the new ground rules we must operate, it is doubtful if 
we can be of help: howovor, X «■ looking into possible ways.

I 
1
I
I 
» 
J
I
I
I

i
i
I
I



■)

i

Tebxuary 13. 1969

Ju«t a not* to say thank you vary ouch for taking the 
afternoon froa your practice on Thuriday, February 6, 
to help ua la arriving at a dacielon for the direction

Again, thanks for your help.

erely youre,

William J. Bn

WJBrevntng

, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

Dr. Sidney Olanaky
Chief. Section of Dermatology 
Saory University Clinic
Department of Internal Medicine 
>. 0. Box 459
Atlenta, Georgia 30322

Dear Sid:

of the Tuskegee Study.

I have requested that the necessary papers be prepared 
to provide you Che usual consultant faa and hope it will 
gat to you soon.
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40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehall 4-4989MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND

February 18, 1969

AIR MAIL

Dear Doctor Brown:

I thoroughly enjoyed meeting you and your
colleagues.

Very sincerely yours,

CVKtbv

l

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease flranch
National Communicable Diaeaae Center 
Department of Health, Education, and

Wei fare
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Thank you for your Letter of February 13, 1969 
and for the list of peuple attending the meeting. We shall 
be glad to learn about future plans for the Study as they 
develop.

My flight from Charlotte to Newark was cancelled, 
but I managed to get a sleeper on a train and arrived in 
Princetun early Monday morning, February 10.

Ciycp/v. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff
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/•bvuary 13, 1969

10003

l*«r Dr. Klnr:

ru.ugM syphiiu study ihould go. Th. conform, will bo 
moot helpful to ua Xu daciaion making and wo will keep you ad­

it grateful for the aaalatanco provided by

Thank you very ouch for coming tn Atlanta and dlaouaalag with ua
the Tuakogee Study.

/tfDiqarel

Eneloaura

WJBrownimg

i

Wllllan J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Dlaaua Branch

r
i
i

qeroly youra
■»

!

i

I

1I
I

i

*• Ln the HCDC are taoet grateful for the aaalatanco provided by 
the Milbank Foundation* for without it thia atudy would not have 
reached thia point.

I surely hope you arrived In New York before the paralysing enow 
storm thia peat week-end.

Clyde V. Kiaar, Ph.D.
Senior Heu^ea, Technical Staff 
Milbank Memorial Fund 
*0 Wall Street 
New York, N.T.

It wee a pleaeura indead to meet you laet weak and to have you 
F^^MXta in dlacuaalons of the direction in which 

the Tuskegee Syphilis Study should go. The conference will ba 
moat helpful to us in decision making and we will keep you ad­
vised. For your information I am attaching a Liat of the 
participants in the mooting.
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A4 hoc coanlttao to discuai TuakafM Syphllia Study

NCDC — Atlantafabruary 6, 1969

I

Dr. Sidney Olanaky

f

NCDC Staff oaabara:

4

I

I

I

!
t

Dr. Clyde V. Kiaor
Senior Maeber, Teehnleal Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
AO Wall Street
Neu York, N.Y. 10005

Dr. David J. Sencer, Director, NCDC 
Dr. Leslie Norins, Director, Venereal 

Dlaeaaa Reaaarch Laboratory
Mr a. Eleanor Price, Statistician, 

Venereal Dlaeaaa Branch
Dr. William J. Brown, Chief

Venereal Diaaaae Branch

Dr. J. Lawton Smith
Aoaoclate Profa*cor of Ophthalmology 
Department of Ophthalmology
University of Miami School of Medicine
1638 Northveat Tenth Avenue
Miami, Florida 31136

Dr. Eugene H. Stollarman 
Profeaaor and Chairman 
Department of Medicine 
The University of Tannasoee 
951 Court Avenue
Memphla, Tannaaaee 38103

Dr. Ira L. Myera 
State Health Officer 
State Department of Public Health 
State Office Building
Montgcmary, Alabama 36104

Chief, Soctlon ef Dermatology 
Koory University Clinic
Daparcmenc of Internal MCdlcine 
P. 0. Box 459 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

Dr. Johannas Ipaan, Jr.
Profeaaor
Department of Connunity Medicine 
Unlveraity of Pennsylvania
4219 Cheater Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

I

i
i

I
I
I

I
I
I
i
I
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MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND 40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehail 4-4989

January 29, 1969

AIR MAIL

Dear Doctor Brown:

Thursday, February 6.

/' 7 -z ’ '

GVK:bv

1

Willinn .T. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
National Comnunicablo Divease Cental’ 
Department of Health, Education, and

Wei Tare
Atlanta, Georgia 20333

< I

Thank you for your Letter of January 28, 1969. 
I believe wc have met at Mortimer piegelman's meetings 
of those involved in the APHA series of monographs 

on vital and health statistics.

Clyde V. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

Very sincerely yours,
z-/'- • * - z'"*‘

' ...

I look forward to the meeting in Room 207 of the 
main building of National Communicable Disease Center, 
1600 Clifton Road, N.E. at 1:00 P.M., Th-*--*..,, » 
I am glad you expect to finish discussions in time for 
departure on lute afternoon planes. I am planning to 
take a 6:55 P.M. Eastern flight to Charlotte.
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January 28, 1989

you will Join

I

Clyde V. Klier, Ph.D. 
Milbank Foundation
40 Wall Street 
New York, New York 10005

• •

Dear Dr, Kiaert

Dr. David J. Sencer, Director, NCDC, has advised on you will Join 
a snail "Ad Hoc1’ cooslttea on the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, 
to review the objectives and findings of our long^tem study - 
The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis.

Your files will probably provide a great deal of information on this 
study far the Milbank foundation has, for a period of km 35 yaara, 
contributed to this study. Briefly, the study was undertaken in
1932-33 in Macon County, Alabama to daterraina the outcome of untreated 
syphilis. At approxlmtely 5-year intervals, the persons in the study 
that could ba contacted were examined. Last fall, 1988, the seventh 
such exaainntion was conducted. Thia study has covered a period of 
35 years and we are now at a point wa faal a critical look ba taken.

Dr. Soneer baa Invited a amall group to neat at the National Cowunloabla 
Diaaasa Canter at 1 o'clock, Thursday, February 6. Staff nenbara will 
auanarlaa each 5-year findInga, present findings of the moat recent 
examination, present other unpublished data and information and than 
serve as resource persona during the ccMnlttae deliberations. I am 
enclosing a copy of all papers which have appeared in the literature 
for your review.

As stated above, the group will assemblo at 1 o'clock In Room 207 of 
the main building of MCDC, 1600 Clifton Road, N.B. and we expect to 
finish discueaIona in time for departure on Late afternoon planes,

A reservation has been made for you at the Sharaton-Sraoxy Inn, 1641 
Clifton Road, U.K. Reservation is confirmed for late arrival on 
February 5. This Inn la directly across the street from the NCDC 
complex. The airport limousines are available from the airport to the 
Inn should you wish to use this type of ground transportation.

I
i
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u««s to com to Atlant* and parciclpac* In the ci

Sincerely youre,

Encloeuree 

wjBrown:ng

»

I

I

Will Lan J. Brow, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Dieaaae Branch

I
t

I

I

We are moat grateful to the Milbank Foundation for its vary valuable 
contribution through the years and I extend my thanks for your vllling-

:omttee discussions.

|



JaauaTy 23, 1969

D«ar Sldi

Again, thanks for your willingness to h«Lp.

Sincerely youra.

Sncloauxas

wjBrcwn:mg

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, venereal Diaease Branch

Dr. Sidney Olanaky
Chief, Section of Dermatology 
Baory tfaiveraity Clinic
Departmant of Internal Madicine 
P. 0. Box 459
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

I am enclosing copiea of all published paper* re the study for 
your review. Bobby Brown will autinarize findings of each 5-year 
examination, present the finding* of the examination performed 
laat fall aa well ae other information.

I appreciate your willingneaa to attend the "ad hoc" committee 
meting the afternoon of Thursday. February 6, to consider the 
future of the Tuskegee Study, The meting will be held in 
Room 207, Building 1 (main building) and will begin at 1 o'clock.
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January 23. 1969

i

Daar Dr. Ipaanj

»
<

We expect tu convene tha "ad hoc" comnltcae itonadlaCaly after 
lunch and wind thingo up in time for departure on lata afternoon 
pianos.

Dr. Johannes Ipsen, Jr. 
Professor
Departnent of Cosnunity Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania
4219 Cheater Avenue 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19104

Thia study vas initiated in the fall and spring of 1932-iJ in 
Macon County. Alabaua. At approximately 5-*yoar intervale the 
persona in the study that could be contacted were examined. 
Last fall. 1968, the* ■aventh such examination was conducted. 
Thia study has covered a period of 33 years and vs are now at 
a point we feel a critical look be taken.

X am enclosing a copy of all papers which have appeared in the 
literature for your review. Staff members will a unmarisa each 
5-year findings, present the findings of the most recent exami­
nation, present other unpublished data and information and then 
serve as resource persons during Che committee deliberations.

Dr. David J. Sanear advises ma you have agreed to join a small 
"ad hoc" committee on the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, 
following tha ACIP roseting to review the objectives and findings 
of a long*term study-- The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis 
in the Mala Negro—• and give us advice as to where we-go from 
here. I



2

znSlticereLy youra<u /? /

7
Wllllaa J. &ovn, X.D.

KaclMurta

WJBrown:mg

%

I
I

I «xt«ad ay thank* for your will£n®n«»» to aaaiat ua in making 
dacialoua oa thia study and lock forward to aaaing you on 
February 6.

Wllllan J. BTovn, X.D.
Chief, Venareal Dlaease Branch



■)

Jamary 23, 1969

HoatgCMMry, AUUmum 36104

0<*r Dr, Mywr»;

I
t

ilttaa Inmadlately after

cerely youre

Enelosuree

4

I

I

William J. Bron, M.D.
Chief, Veaereel DLaeeae Branch

We expect to convene the "ad hoc" 
lunch on the 6th.

.... n»Biuu TT
WJBrown:mg

/Z

Thia atady, aa you nay rmcnbex. Ma initiated in the fall 
and spring of 1932»33 in Macon County. At approximately 
5*year intorvala, eualnatlona of the selected ladivlduala 
have been made. The last exam was in the late fall of 1968.

I am enclosing a copy of all published papera for your review. 
Staff meabera will suomeriEB each 5-year findings, present the 
findings of the most recent examination, present other un­
published data and information and then serve aa resource persons 
during the cemittoe deliberations.

/ /■

Dr. Ira L. Myers
State Health Officer 
State Department of rublie Health
State Office Building

J **• sitting by ehan Dave Sencer aakad you to join a email 
"ad hoe" committee on Thursday afternoon, February 6, to 
review the findings of the Tuskegee Study and give us eome 
advice aa to where we go from here.

I extend my thanks for your willingness to assist us In smking 
decisions on this study. 1*11 see you on February 6.



'I

January 23, KM

Dear Dr. Saleh:

I

I

I
I
I

I

I 
I
I
i

Tha V.D. Branch will laaua a profaaalonal aarvleaa contract in an 
mount aufflcient to cover your airline travel coat (tourist jet), 
a raaaonable amount for other expenaaa, and a consultant fee of 
$75.00. Unfortunately, thia cannot be iasuad in advance| therefore, 
ve oust aak that you bear this expansa originally and you will be 
reiaburaed.

The Meting will begin at 1 o'clock on Thursday, February 6, and 
should and in adequate tlM for manbere of the cowaittea to aake 
plane departures in tha late afternoon. We will meet In Room 207 
of Building 1 at tha main NCDC complex, 1600 Clifton Road.

Bncloaed are coplea of all published papers of the study for your 
review. Staff naadxra will summarise findings at each 5-year 
examination, present findings of the last examination of 1968, present 
other unpublished data and information, and serve as resource persons 
during the deliberations of the coenlttee.

J. Lawton taith, H.D.
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 
DopaxtBcnC of OplithalnoLogy
University of Miami School of Medicine
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue
Mimi, Florida 33136

I an indeed pleased you will be able to join as an "ad hoc" 
coenlttee naaber to offer advice on tha Long-tera syphilis 
study which we have been conducting.

This study, known as the Tuskegee Study, was begun in 1932-33 
to detaralne the risks of untreated syphilis in tha male. At 
5-year intervals, physicians have examined as many of tha 
persons aa possible. The seventh such examination was con­
ducted In tha Uta fall of 1968. How that the study has gone 
on for 35 years, tha point has been reached to detaralne where 
we go from here. To help us make this decision. Dr. Sencer has 
asked that a small "sd hoc" coanittae be gathered to offer advice.

i

!
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i

you on
I

81nc«r«ly yuura,

i

Xncloouraa

WJSrown:mg

I

Willi*, j. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Dieeaoe Branch

»
i

i

I

I appreciate very ouch your villingeeaa to coee to Atlanta and 
help us in datarnlalng the decision before ua.

i

i
i

I
Unless there is amaa change in the detolle, X will see ;------- 
February 6 as well as next week when the workshop is held on 
spiral organlane In body fluids.



rabxuaxy 13, 1969

D**r Dr. Xpien: i

Thank you for n lining at BCDC to help ua in our doclaloo making.

Sincerely youra,
* * rt /

own, M.D.

WJBrowtumg

I

/

i

I

X write thia note to expreaa my •incere appreciation for your 
participation in the dlacuaelon of the Tuakagoe Itudy on 
February 6. The outcome of that conference will be moat helpful 
to ua in datarmining exactly in what course the long-term study 
must ba directed.

t

I

WlllUm J.
Chle£t Venereal DtiMsa Branch

i
»
i 
i

I

Dr. Johannas Ipaen, Jr.
Frofeeeor
Department of Community Medicine 
Unlveralty of Pennsylvania
4219 Cheater Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

!

!

I

i
i
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January 23, 1969

I

Chief, Vtuaraal Dlaa&aa Branch

Tualcagaa Study - "Ad Hoe" c ilttaa naatlng

X baHave avaryona concerned with thia wentlog hae been contacted.

Williaa J. Drown, Medical Director

WJDrownstng

i

I

Dt. Dawid J. Sencer 
Director, HCDC

I

I
I 
I

i

Health Servlcea and Mental Health Adadaiatration 
National Coanunlcable DUeaae Canter - Atlanta

I have contacted Dr. J. Lawton Snith and he haa agreed to join the group 
to diacuaa the Tuakegee Study. Sid Olanaky will be preeent ae a reeource 
peraon. X have aent to each coenittee Deuber (with the except ion of the 
Milbank Foundation repreaentative) copies of all publications on the 
Study and a letter axpreaalng our thanks for their willingness to help 
ua. Aa soon as your office advises who will attend from the Milbank 
Foundation, the a as>a materia Is will ha sent.

Bobby Bresm and other staff members will present suamaries of findings 
of the first six 5-year exaainations and an up-to-date etatua report of 
the Laat examination— fall 1966. They, along with Sid Olanaky, will 
then serve aa reaource persons. Dr. Norina will servo aa the Recorder. 
Thera will be no fixed agenda other than Bobby's presentation after 
you have opened the meeting.
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I
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TfF"*T 23, 1949

Dear Dr. Stollemant 

bacauaa of a pravioua ccoaltnant on fabruary 6.

I

I

la a naabar of tha ACIP grovp. Dr. Ira Myeri. SUta Haaith 
Officer of Alabana. will alao Join the ad hoc ■ittaa group, 

to the atudy
nanbar of that foundation to be

The flndinga of the laat

Staff neabare will aumarlze

Coununity Medicine. Univeraity °* •*“ ’

i
1

v*.
V

Dr. Eugene H. stollasnan 
Profeaaor and Chairman 
Department of Medicine 
The Univeraity of Tetmeaaee 
931 Court Avenue 
Maaphia* Tanneaaee 38103

1 « nciotm. . cow of .n ’ublif“l?n;/rl,1?1£<,^c* 
Tiulu^. Study for your rrndw. Th. finding, of h

delibarationa.

-I

which we have bean conducting.

ia a amber of the ACIP group.

The Milbank Foundation haa given 
and Dr. Sencar haa invited a i-----------
preaent.
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lne«r«ly your*

Kncloaura*

WJBrovn:«g

i

i

i
i
i
I

WilLiam J. dfevn. M.D.
Chlaf, Venaraal DiaaM* Branch

A* you •ufg«ata4v wa will gat tba uaatlng undarway aa soon after
12 o'alocte aa poaaibla ao that lata afternoon plana daparturaa 
can ba nada*

Should anything aLaa devalop x will contact you. Otherwise, I 
will saa you on February 6.
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1100 p.a.,� aftanooo. Pobruary 6, 1969 l.a Coofeceece a..
207, Ball..dlaa o.., IICDC. 

Dr. Belahy bOla aad oeMr etaff ---.n vA.11 ,... .... c� &be � eM 
nne u reaomca penw charizl& the diacuaaiou of tbe c itt .. 
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Dri Alfooso K. Holguin

«

Th* h»t MUminaClOQ W«t

Dr*. Gw StollMMa, Johannas Xpoan, Jr., Ir« HJFOW, u. 
and somono froa tha Milbank Foundation. Dr. Sidnay Olanaky will ba

!

Wfllian J. Brown. Medical Director

Enclosure*

WJBrcwn:tag

all publications cooing out of the study* 
give me a call.

■ v. v; ..

"Ad Hoc" ccmittea neating to consider the Tuskegee Study, Macon 
- County, Alabama

January 23, 19C»

preaant as a resource person.

Dr. Bobby Brown end other V.D. Branch staff menber* will eumarlxe tha 
findings of tha 7 examinations and present other data and information. 
The renainder of the time will be devoted to discussions by tha 

cosnlttee members.
Attached is a list of persons attending. I am also enclosing copies of 
all oub 11 cat ions coming out of the study, Should you have questions.

Director, State and Cotasunity Services Division

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

"Ws-tv -i-

' ’* '7*. - '

• ’ ■. >. •

• ; y *»

As you may knew, the V.D. Branch has conducted

syphil^iirrJelMtid fL^ha Jtidy^ At the seme time, a control 

group of 200 van selected. At approximately 5-year Intervals, as many 
as possible of this total 600 ware examined. The last examination was 
done in tha lata fall of 1968.

Dr. Sencer has requested that an "ad hoc" conmittee be gathered to 
take a critical look end offer euggeationa as to where we'go from hare. 
Another reason for the critical look is because of questions one 
individual, a former VD Bap, has asked regarding the propriety of the 
study since it is made up entirely of negro males.

On the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, following the meeting of the 
Advisory doemlttee on Xvmnlsaclon Practices, the comsittee will meat 
in conference room 207, Building 1. Ths co—ittee will consist ofi 
Dr*. Gone Stoller—e, Jehannea Xpeen, Jr., Xra My Sts, J. LSWton SOXUl,

Health Services and Mental Health Adminletraaien 
National Coimmicable Disease Center - Atlanta
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y.bruary 27, 1M9

Dr,

J

put ad AC a time whan there were 271 deaths aaong the syphilitic patients

1 ’

Clyde V. KUer
Milbank Manorial Tund
40 Wall Street
Naw York, New York 10005

Dear Dr. Kisert

It is sooewhat difficult at this point to reconstruct the tabla presented 
on page 793 of Dr. Rockwell’s paper. If it serves your purpose just as 
well, we would prefer to substitute for 1963 figures which are comparable 
to those prepared recently for the 1968 exaainaclon.

As you will note in reviewing the reprints of the Tuskegee Study, the 
number of cases orlginslly included in the study varies by author from 
399 to 412 syphilitic patients and from 192 to 201 nonsyphilitic controls. 
A review of all available records provides the names (including the 1938- 
1939 additions) of 630 individuals, but clinical folders for five of these 
are missing from the files, apparently having been discarded for unknown 
reasons during the course of the study.

Slide 1 of Dr. Brown’s presentation (copy enclosed) showed tha Initial 
and final classification of tha remslning 623 participants. The pencilled 
figures entered on your letter exclude the 14 cases added at the time of 
the second examination since these were not included in tha figures pre­
sented by Dr. Rockwell.

In 1963 an attempt was make through our Regional Offices to locate and 
patients who had moved from Macon County. Twenty-four patients 

(19 syphilitic and 5 controls) were examined. Furthermore, Dr. Rockwell 
spent six weeks conducting examinations in 1963i the two physicians who 
went to Tuskegee in 1968 were there for just two weeks. Although ^*7 
returned for a Saturday visit later, only four of the 15 patients who had 
been scheduled for examination appeared — presumably the others had 
learned that spinal fluid examinations were being performed. These fac­
tors account, at leaat in part, for the largo number in the survival 
unknown" column la 1968.

Since you raised tha question at the meeting on February •J*®
enclosing a crude calculation of the death rates, by age, which ''•• com-



2

If you with additional Information, plaaao

Kncloaurai

ZVPrlcetas

)

m .

\

X

aad 94 amocc eba control*, 
faal fraa to call an ua.

William J. BMwn, M. ». 
Chiaf, Vanareal Dlsaaea Branch

z*Slncaraly yowot



MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND

February 18, l'?69

&

Dear Dr. Brown:

IV64 , p. 7 94.

1963

1968

)

Very sincerely youra,

I

I

CVK:bv

412
192

412
192

«s
66 (7,i)

Syphilitics
Controls

85 (Si)

39 (.Jr)

53 (lol
36 (i4)

Syphilitics
Controls ? ( <?•/)

? ('on) 
? l-tf)

242 (iro)

87 Lu)G f 4 j

(¥&3j

('91)

Total 
(Original)

Survival
Unknown

. Clyde v. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

Known
T.f vinp

40 Wall Street Ntw York 10005 WHitehall 4-4989

Cable Milmoriai New York

Known
Dead

I believe Dr. Robert Drown mentioned 276 known dead for the 
syphilitics in 1968 but am not euro.

I would appreciate it if you or Dr. Robert Brown would fill in 
the blanks if the available data make this convenient.

It will be catinfoctory to put the numbers where the question 
marks are and return the letter. I realize, of course, that there was 
conic chifting of atatus as between syphilitics and controls.

william j. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 
National Communicable Disease Center
Department of Health, Education, and • 
welfare

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

I have been trying to reconstruct for 1968 a table similar to 
Table 2 (relating to 1963) in Rockwell, Yobs, and Moore The Tuakeegee 
Study of Untreated Syphilis, Archives of internal Medicine, December,
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IC:

»

DATE. August 9, 1972TO

Assistant Director for Operations

SUBJECT: Tuskegee Study

Attachment

As you requested, attached is a summary of the ad hoc comnlttee meeting 

held February 6, 1969, to consider the Tuskegee Study.

Mr. Dennis Weisman
Staff Assistant to the Assistant Secretary 

fur Health and Scientific Affairs

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

William C. Watson, Jr.

FROM ;

Mr,■ Wellman, Room 5614, N/HEW, phone 33021

MEMORANDUM



SUMMARY OF AD HOC MIXETIMS ON TUSKEGEE STUDY

An ad hoe committee meeting was convened Thursday,

February 6, 1969, at 1 p.m. in Conference Room 207, National

Communicable Disease Center, to examine data from the Tuskegee

ParticipantsStudy and offer advice on continuance of this Study.

included:

Committee Members: .

p* •

Resource Persons:

s

I

F

1
f.

1
!

Dr. Cene Stollerman
Chairman, Dept, of Medicine 
University of Tennessee, Memphis

I
i

Or. J, Lawton Smith
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
University of Miami

Dr. Sidney Olaneky
Professor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine
Emory University Clinic. Atlanta

Dr. Ira Myera■
State Health Officer 
Montgomery

Dr. Clyde Kaiser
Senior Member Technical Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
New York City

Dr. Bobby C. Brown, VDRL, NCDC
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr, Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr. Paul Cohen, VDRL, NCDC

»

♦

f

t

Dr. Johannas Ipsen, Jr. 
Profaesor
Dept, of Community Medicine
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
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2

r

Attending;

L

IDr. U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL, NCDC

Miss Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

I -

determine if tha Tuskegee Study

Considerations were:

2,

ascxibed Lu syphilid.

achieved from cuuLinuliX^ tin* study at
♦

relationship cf serology to morbidity
1.

relationship of syphilis to pathological
2.

Clarification of a variety3.

I

I

I

Dr; H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

The purpose of the meeting wa» to 
should be terminated or continued.

Dr. David J. Soncer 
Director, NCDC

Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

Clarification of the 
from syphilis.

rhe potential benefits to be 
this time were:

. i. 
I
I 

!

t 
k
I 
»

At the time of this meeting there were only seven patients whose 

primary cause of death was ascxlbed Lu syphilis.

of risk factors associated with 
morbidlty'and mortality from late syphilis.

1, Current welfare of study participants
Adequacy of follow up of scudy parcicipante 

3. Original purposes and design of study in 1932

Clarification of the 
findings.



-•....

4

3

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Mf.pr'ing adjourned at 4:10 p.m. •J

r*

J

l 
I 
I
I
I.

Tha dangers to patients suxferlng iroa cardlovaicular 
reactions ware

! 
»
i

I
I

F
t
I

*

»

J

I
j

Full treatment of the survivors originally in the syphilitic grcup 

was uwusldered.
or neurological conditions from lace Eerxheimar's

emphasized.

The meeting wee terminated with several salient pointe:

Treatment for these patients uas not indicated unless they 

had signs of active syphilitic disease.

Medical follow up of all survivors should be intensified.

Knowledge of medical value could be gained by continuing 
to record information gained cither through medical follow 
up or from pathological examinations in the study group.

The Macon County Health Deoartment and the Tuskegee Institute 
have been fully cognizant of the study. The Public Health 
Service should increase its contact with both th*. Macon County 
Health Department and the Macon Councy Medical Society to help 
them to asaiat mora fully in the continuance of th. study.

Tbis type of study would navar ba repeated.

i

!■

!
1
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February 27, 19^9

94133

1968 until

1'ollowiuy Che
from outride the NZ"lonAi ^Cri51?d * corai«M of profe8oionala

Mdc In your lottor; noMlv- trourpol”c you h*v* 
eeudy group, 1 traarinlt tho remoluing persona in the

I

data and a very lengthy discussion

!

to aooure

studied the

Sincerely yours,

WBrovnimg

!

r 

t

------------- Tufikcgcc Study vas completed, 

review, vn cssemblad *

You can be r*
---------------- —— w«««vw

point you made and that each

1
I

i
i

/• •y

^5 competent professionals have L„-_„ „

avsluated fully?"'-----™‘ PCrC°n 8tUl iQ tha vU1 b®

iiuaisn department and th^LofnL\ef/Nali%Da?art^nt* tIx® ^con County
x-i! £-X”;F““™; “ “ aw-=. 

available In Macon County/ d 111 COnClnuft augment the otaff

William J. Brown, M.D. 
Chief, VcnereAl Disease Branch

Nr. Fetor J. Bustun
1730 Knzrny Street 
San Francisco, California

Dear Mr. Buxtun:

I hnvo delayed — -

did not agree nor rMmnd' h« Zh -«=?<*«* pro foes ionala

th. risk. Co the itOt’LX ““ offMt

will be working with 
Health Department and '

I ! I
I
I
i i

II
I
I I
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5/29/69

>

Thanx you for your letter of 27 February, ',’hfct you said has
riven Lie inucll t0 think aoout.

i

the study group ia now enduring.

i

1

i

«
f 1

, r.. .
' • *. .A

Peter J. 3uxtun 
1750 K«urny St. 
S«n Francisco

I
I

! 
II

•<

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch,
National Communicaolo Dinense Center
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Dr. Brown:

It is to the legal aspects of the study that I now turn. I 
assume that the committee nf professionals did not include any 
lawyers, or that the legal aspects of the study were not pursued. 
Here is how I would analyr.n the situation:
1933: lTSPHS oegins a long-term, autopsy-oriented, human experiment-' 
ation study on the morbidity and mortality Of untreated syphilis. . 
The subjects are largely uneducated and quite ignorant cf the effects 
of untreated syphilis. Their itatua an "volunteers with social 
motives" is further erodedYlhe grunting of certain inducements (such 
aa burial expense* and treatment for other dioeuaes). At this time 
the study might be justified because: (1) there ia no proper cure 
for aypnilis (2) the study tjruup taxon from a neavilly-iniected 
and little-treated area,
19^2: Penicillin theruoy la found to be a proper cure for syphilis. 
1950: A study report ooaerves that "percentages...indicate that 
combined moi-tality and moroldity are consistently higher among the 
untreated syphilitics". In other words, a group of unaware men is 
being alluwed to die early and suffer physical diaaoility in the 
interest of medical science. There is a great disparity of.knowledge 
between the ••volunteers" and the men running the-study.
1969: Prooably most of the physical damage and early death has been 

sufierfed, and advanced age prevents the treatment of the survivors. 
They no longer could exercise a choice of ending their days free 
from syphilis. ’ • ....

1 »• ■ •

Thus I must now ask: what is the ethical thing to do? Compensate 
the survivors? Compensate the families of all the subjects? Cr should

In youi letter you mention a committee of professionals from 
outside the National Communicable Diseaso Center, and their 
conclusion that treatment of the Tuskegee Study group is not,at 
this late date, safe. I recoil this point being made in our con­
ference when I visited Atlanta, and I cannot say that I disagree 
with the medical aspects involved. In short, I am forced to concur 
m your professional determination that medical treatment is no 
longer available as a means of halting whutover syphilitic damogo
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Daar Dr. toberteoni

will grant ua atxfticlatit funds to continue through 1970-

Slnearaly yours.

I

EVPrice:sg

0 I

Wil Ilan J‘ Brtfen. M. D.
Chief. Vane real DUeaeo Branch

Nevwber 19. 1949

Dr. Alexander Aobertaon 
Kxeeutiv* Director 
Milbank Mmorial Fund 
40 Wall Street 
New York. N. Y. 10005

i 
i
i
I

i

j we have Mt with the

nenbers with a liat of surviving participants in the TUahegee 
Although assured of their cooperation, we feel that analysU of the data

Sincerely yours.

Since the Advisory Comittae Mating last February, 

—-nbers with a liat of surviving Participants in the p»k»gM^Study.^^ 

asaeebled to date should await a sore favorable national cliMta.

In the neantiM we are continuing to collect as ouch inf creation as 
possible* During 19W, sir doattuf7?eported and autopsies were perroraed 
in three instances.

It is hoped that your Board of Directors understands the situation and



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
date: February 24, 1969

TO

Chief, Venereal Dieease BranchFROM

Draft- reply to Mr. Peter BuxtunSUBJECT :

Hie letter is

After you have made conraenta

William J. Brown, Medical Director

Encloeureo

—Ln_5TJL/

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

DEPARTMENT of HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

I have attached a draft reply to Mr. Peter Buxtun.

and changes, I will

m'TIVW__________
ium.nau -asJ? A COH-MOUCTION HOO^M

also attached.

have letter prepared. Do you wish to sign or shall I?
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Dear Dr. Brown:

I

I

i

. Buxtun/

cc; DI
v* V •

Dr. William J. Brown
Chi«f, Venereal Dinenno Branch,
Communicable Ddeeaae Center, 
Atlanta, Georgia

Peter J. Buxtun 
17^0 Kearny St 
San FmnoiMo

«4»
• U • •
• e <

I again am writing you with regard to the study of un­
treated Syphilis in the male riepro. It has been well over a 
yeer since I last, communicated with ynu in thia regard. In 
that period oi time, I have left the USPES, and ho am no 
longer informed as to CDC projecta.

I mmineatly hope that you will uniorm me that the atudy 
group haa been, ox soon will be, treated.

z-''-
/

petrfr /. Buxtun/ 
Xearny SV.,

Son Francisco

When we drscusaed tho matter in Atlanta, I told you 
that I hart grave morn I dn»n>tn ur In the propriety of this 
study, While I could see the juntilication and propriety of 
the study at 4 te inception, and oven uj> to the time of the 
widespread use of penicillin, I could not condone the con- 
♦.inuatSon of thia study up to the present day. While I muat 
grunt the danger ox treating aged nyphjlitics, and while I 
hr sure medical eeier.ro haa honoiitlod by tho study, I otill 
must advocate the following points;
I. ) Tho group is 1DO% nugro. Thin in itocli in political

dynamite and subject to wild journalistic misinterpret­
ation. It Hico loll.owu tho thinking of negro mxlitanto 
that negroa have long been used for "medical experimentH" 
and "touching ennea11 in tho eir.ergency wards of county 
hospitals.

.?.) Th© group la not couponed of "volunteers with souls! 
fflotlves". They wt la» gcly uneducated, unsophisticated, 
©nd quite ignoxant oi tho effects uf untreated syphilis,

J. ) Today it would be morally unethical to begin such a study
with such a group. Probably nut even the suasion of 
belonging to the "Nurse Fivers Burial Society" would be 
sufficient iuducetaent.

Very truly yojw-a,

/S--
Fet^r /.
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Sincerely youre,

WILIlan J. Broun, M.D,

i
I Mr. Peter J, Buxtun

1730 Kearny Street 
San FraacUco, California

Dear Mr. Buxtun:

X have delayed anawerlng your letter of late Noveaber 1968 

until a planned review of the Tuakegee Study van coegilated.

Following the review, we aaeenbled a comt toe of profeoeionale 

fron outside the Mational Comunieable Diaease Center to conaider all 

aepeete of thio long-tern study, including the point you have mde in 

your letter; nanely: treating the remaining persona in the study group. 

After an exaninatlon of the data, and a very lengthy diacuaaion 

regarding treatment, our comaittee of highly competent profeaaionala 

did not agree nor reeooewnd that the atudy group be treated. The 

youngest living mambar of the study group is 69 years old. The question 

of treating persons of this age and older, unless ft io demonstrated that 

active disease is present, is a natter of nodical Judgment since the 

benefits of such therapy oust be offset against the risks to the 

individual.

nMI cowitte« did point out the need for the State Health Officer 

of Alabama and the Health Officer of Macon County. Alabama to become 

wore intimately involved. They also recommended that the local Ifedfcal 

Society of Tuskegee be brought more closely into the study.

Too can be assured that competent professionals have studied the 

point you made and that each person still in the etudy will bo evalusted 

fully.
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lata November 1968

from outside the National Communicable
Disease Center to consider all

persons In the study group.

The question

individual.

2^/ Te­
state Health .Officer

person still in the study will be evaluated

'"’7
Sincerely yours,7

r. '7

I have delayed answering your letter of

until a planned review of the Tuskegee Study

Mr. Peter J. Buxtun
1730 Kearny Street t
San Francisco, California /

Dear Mr. Buxtun:

,■ / 
! !

benefits of such therapy must be offset against the risks to the

ofTu.fc.g.. ^‘b.uSg.t - * __

YOU can be assuned that competent professionals

Haeon County

----- the^1 oca 1 Med 1 cat _

r' 7^ f 1
Ils haverstudied the/^

'r

. William J. .Brown, M.D.zf Zz; . x 
•’fl aTh/sj .. .«*-

f

■ CZZ? T-.Jf..:

c- r

aspects of this long-term study, Including the point you have made in 

your letter; namely: treating the remaining

After an examination of the data, and a very lengthy discussion 

regarding treatment,

did not agree

our committee of highly competent professionals

nor recosnend that the study group be treated. The

youngest living member of the study group is 69 years old. 

of treating persons of this age and older, unless it is demonstrated that

active disease is present, is a matter of medical Judgment since the

point you made and that each 

fully.
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was completed.

Following the review, we assembled a conu^ttee of professionals

The rnsnlrraa did point .out—the-noad fee the C

more 4nt-<«a^iy ^ynlvad.

re eleeely into-tha etudu
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. Dr. W. H. Y. Smith is improving end out of intensive care,

encouraged by his progress.
* •

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours, .

State Office Building. 
"Montgomery. Alahami.

;

Secretary. Treasurer •
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? Public Health- Service- 
^NatlonakCaanunicable Disease Center •
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tion to the project' at this time, 
or publicized. She doubts f “ 

. -T.:-." but dopes ’
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Hr Atlanta, Georgia ' 30333

■ - Dear Dr. Brotm:

4.4— 4-v-___ ___ i -.4. 4-v.4a -Um®, she feels that it xs.not generally Known She feels that it is.not generally known-, 
if the Medical Society is aware of .its existence .. '

, . ■» -

t •■■
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• ^-3- _
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thts wetter and this action with Dr.; McRae

di^Wiliism. Broxni,v M. ■ ,
“iChief7.-.7eneRBL Disease Branch . .
-SbeparxmehtVof Health, Education and Welfare .

Luther. Curtis. McRae/ Jr.,.... ....■••.

I shall- attempt to discuss

Si"t B visit 13 mnhc «. vm provld. seneon. to «.
along, or meet you there, if possible. .

■ . . • Rs 

. ■■■..•.,w

fra'D^^s, if. D.

■ 3, s.tate^iealth Officer . 
J — > .. I
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!*>■’•r.f -■• ••» ■■’.?;•■•*,•■

■■

• 1 •

A

 •••••••■■" «*•••••*•• • ••

i 

'4.W.

... •.,.. - _

.;.-z

• ...
M

C:...
.•

V •

/ - - r-

they, will be sympathetic with the desires of the Public Health 

. ... • •

This matter has been discussed with the State Board of Health and.

■ ••^Trefers this matter to the Macon County Medical Society.for its

.Y- Honry Wendell Bocter, M. D., Vice-President 
Hl Sheridan Howard Settler, Jr., .M.‘ D., Secret

r.

I have discussed the Mscon county Untreated s^hiUs ^ect ^th .

'as we discussed at the. Advisory Meeting, the Alabama otatu Board of Health
■ •• '•U'refers this matter to the Macon County Medical Socicty-for its decision 
.^•: regarding.continuity. The present officers of the Society are as follows:

■ ■

-.; later today. You may proceed to make your
~  J‘ ■
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call from Dr. Brown to Dr. Eugena Stolleraan, Masphit ”
• •• r

Dr. Stcllaraan aakad how many patlanta

Clinical Raaaarch Canctra.

Slnca the study has now bean going on for 35 years, it has been decided to 
call in SOBS consultants to hav« • nt- th. 

Thio

Tuskegee meeting might be in early spring when he

®8

V
*.

i*

'•X -

•. •• .•. i.

Wr

.... ...

call la som consultants to have a critical look at the data to advlaa 
’’where we should go from here."

relations, etc. Wondered If va could be sued for withholding 
e thinks we should "go all out to get this worked out as soon as possible."

Ke is a nMbtr of the Imunlzatlon Advisory Consnittee and suggested tMr 
rh<BTU“ie8e?i?°etin8 "i8bC btt in early ®Prln8 wh«« he coms to Atlanta for 
tnis. We will contact Dr. Bruce Dull for exact date of Isouni ration meeting. 

We will send Dr. Stollerman pertinent data before Atlanta meeting.

•»

■ ’ A-r:

•* . * ■ • ? *r

* * i • . 
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■> u >V*h'w 2SK£‘--

yk-fea«PWt:' of; telephone 

j:.,^Re! .<• TUSKZCZZ. STUDY :

... January • 15 J 19694<s- '•<
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5.0.^,'.yvj

wixts1

..... ... ................

“*•. Tu,“*"’ 6tud>'-

Brown told him briefly that the study
Alabama in about 1932. Approximately 400 individuals with syphilis were 
selected and also a control group was chosen of about 200 persona of 
““^•rabla ages with no history of syphilis.

1 Since the study began, soMone (from PHS) has gone to Tbskegee about every 
Ly*ar* to P*rfor® • complete physical, including chest x-ray and EKC, on 

i? P*61®®*1* Examinations were performed at the County Health 
;clinic. Papers have been published on the findings. Last fall, the 7th 
vi*lt was completed— findings not yet published. Autopsies have been 
performed on about 65X of the controls and about 58Z of the syphilitica. 
ii\^*tt!<£r0B th“ autopsies was sent to NIH; however. Dr. Bobby Brown 
la attempting to get this to CDC so he might have a look.

r^2i,!tOllarnan a,kad ho* “ny Patl®nt« now survive— about 125 still in the 
I”? 230 throu8honc the U.S. Ha wondered if it might be

possible co have the remaining patients systematically worked up aththe 

: > ae  « -- - -- -----— Dr. Brown told him this could be discus
:”S’ «a2JeT n* “•ntionad thac at tl’B® <*® initiated,

arsenicals were used; now penicillin would be used— this could be dangerous.

e 
j... 

e-i • i > •» .’ .• 4-. •

• —'• , <.•••-

.• ’ - •"vr-r •rr.’ •■.■ •» wus .. /’

........ •WV/ .. ■
'‘ v u ^Dr* Bt0^m to invite Dr. Stollerman to com to Atlanta to partlclnate

‘ ’coMlttsa Mating to analyse the Tuskegee Study data. We will •
also-invite Drs. Leighton Cluff and George Comscock. Dr. Stollerman said he 

.-r- . : o.--: •• •• "
PT* Br®'w kin briefly that the study was initiated in Macon
Alabu. to .bout 1,JJ.
selected and also a control group was chosen of about 200 persona of


