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Dr. Al«xui(I«r Aobsrtaon 
fcMCUtiw Dirsstor 
Milbank Mmorlal Fund 
40 Wall Strut
N«w York, N. Y. 1000$
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4-, rsz-'s • nKi r- . /-

In th* ***nt£n* w* ar* continuing to coll an t as much information as 
poasibl*. During 19W, six dsatluf^sportsd and autopslaa v*r* performed 
in thru* inatanc***

It is hop*d that your Board of Dirac tors understands the situation and 
will grant u* aufficiant funds to continue through 1970.

Since the Advisory Ccemittee meeting last February, we haw meL „i„  
Medical Society of Macon Coimty, Alabama, and have furnished each of its 
Members with s list of surviving participants in th* Tuskegee Study. 
Although assured of their cooperation, we feal that analysis of the data 
assembled to date should await a more favorable national climate*

i
I
i

I

sincerely yours, ty

William J. Brdwn. M« D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
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Dear Dr. HcRne:

?■

DJSencer:hb
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Dr. Ir* Hycre hoo discussed with 

has indicated that the Countj^Medlcal

NRRA 4NS 
*

/' ■

••••

you the etudy that hes
> He

Society vould be 
------- j I vould be 

you with.

Dr. Luther Curtis McRae
Prealdcmt, Mncon County Medical Society
Tuakegee^ Alabama

David J, Scneer, M.D.
AeeiatAHt'Surgeon General
Director, National Coamwnicnbla

Dlesaoe Center

3:57 No.001 P.27

Z-7 yV
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Jir.T'Trln Mac°n tbi x\: 
has indicated chat the County ftodical 5^1«y , 7 
interested In hearing n ravicv ojf the details, 
happy to do so at your May 19 rieeting if

y^erely yourey /Z
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February 18, 1995

National Archives-Southeast Region (Gayle Peters)

Subject : CDC Records from 1969

To Ms. Beth Nolan

, // In box 15 I found the March_13, 196Jotter from Ira Myers to 
® William Brown, with its suggestion of Brown bringing the Macon

meeting scheduled _for_.May _191h^

i\‘atunudArcbtvcs and dci r>rdsAd»ihiistrati'.»i

I have also included records from boxes 8 and 9 that may be of 
interest to you.

County Medical Society up to date about the study in an upcoming 
' ~A letter and a travel voucher

have also survived, but “’I“was "not able to find any report in the 
collection about the contents of the meeting.

r c ei

7i

If we can provide further information, please don't hesitate to 
contact me, either at the number below or at my home (404 964- 
0326.

-

I

Date

Reply to
Aitnof

In boxes 1 and 2 of the collection of Administrative Records on 
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study I found records about organizing, 
holding, and thanking everyone who attended the meeting.

MR. GAYLE P. PETERS, DIRECTOR
National Archives-Southeast Region
(404) 763-7524 fax 763-7033

Also in box 2 I discovered an extract from the minutes of the 
Alabama State Board of Censors dated 2/19/69, the extract 
prepared and sent to CDC in October of 1972 for the use of a 
newly-organized committee to investigate CDC's activities in the 
syphilis study. A second extract of August, 1972, also appears. 
While other records of the Alabama State Board of Censors 
concerning the Tuskegee Syphilis Study might be found in the 
current Board or in the Alabama State Archives, Montgomery, 
Alabama, evidently nothing more came into the CDC records.

   Archives—SwtheastRe^m_  

1557St. Joseph Averiue East I'oirH, Georgia 50544

Attached are all the documents 1 could locate from the Centers 
for Disease Control’s Tuskegee Syphilis Study which seemed to fit 
the concerns we discussed.

Evidently CDC organized an ad hoc group in 1969 to review the 
value and future of the Tuskegee Syphilis study. This group of 
five distinguished consultants met only once, on February 6,
1969, at the Center's facilities, with CDC Staff and officials.
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MATERIALS FROM FOLDER LABELED

"TUSKEGEE AD HOC COMMITTEE MEETING 2/6/69

ADVISORY PANEL"

BOX 1

TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS 1930-1980

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL RECORD GROUP 442

21 PAGES
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TO For The Record
DATE:

FROM : Director, CDC

SUBJECT; Summary of Ad Hoc Committee to Consider the Tuskegee StudyFebruary 6, 1969

Lxccee meeting was convened Thursday, February 6 1969
c»™unlcaM:

Tuskegee Study and offer advice on

University of Tennessee, Memphis

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Dr. J. Lawton Smith

OfthotaoiogyUniversity of Miami

continuance of this Study.

Committee Members;

Dr. Ira Myers
State Health Officer 
Montgomery

Dr. Clyde Kaiser
Senior Member Technical Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
New York City

department of health, education, and welfare 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

An ad hoc committee meeting ---- - —
at 1:00 p.m., 2_

C0 ex^J11±ne data from'the

. . Participants included:

Dr. Johannas Ipsen, Jr. 
Professor
Dept, of Community Medicine

Dr. Gene Stollerman
Chairman, Dept, of Medicine

MEMORANDUM
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I

For Th® Record
2 .

Resource Persons;

Dr. Bobby C. Brown, VDRL, NCDC 
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch,

to determine if the Tuskegee Study

Adequacy of follow up of study participants

r

A^Irent of study participants
up of st.udy participants 

riginal purposes and design of study in 1932

1.
2.
3.

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

Dr. Leslie C. Norins 
Chief, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. David J. Seneer 
Director, NCDC

NCDC
NCDC

Mrs. Doris J. Smith
Secretary to Dr. Norins, VDRL, NCDC

Attending:

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Professor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine
Emory University Clinic, Atlanta

Recorders:

vu nranc 
Dr. Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, 
Dr. Paul Cohen, VDRL, NCDC

NARA INS

*

Dr. U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL, NCDC

Miss Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

The purpose of the meeting was t ’ 
should be terminated or continued.

Considerations were;
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For The Record
3

1. ralatl°nShiP to mortldlty

2. Clarification of the relationship
of syphilis to pathologicalfindings.

3.
with

survivors originally in the syphilitic

emphaslaed.

The meeting was terminated with several salient
points:

1. Treatment for these patients

2.

3. Knowledge of medical value.

4.
have been fully cognizant

the. to assist more f„Uy iu ,“1'-

5. This type of study would

/

■Surgeon

; tt ■' i ' ■ i ■

i Assistan

group 
cardiovascular
---- : were

nper, M4D. 
meral

Clarification of e __1„z 
morbidity and mortality from late

Full treatment of the r---- J

---------- ; Herxheimer's reactions

up of all survivors should be intensified. 

r^Tformat?1001 :alUC C0Uld be gained by continuing to 
«s.“=xr.1:““S.T£

was not indicated unless they
J disease.had signs of active syphilitic

Medical follow

°£ r^s^- factors associated 
; syphilis.

was considered. __
or neurological conditions’from Ute

never be repeated. 
/I /) //

Ch'^ 7™ °nly “v“n whoa.
F *x.ary cause of death was ascribed to syphilis.

msP^“ar1.:ene£lts t0 be achieved th. study „

-----HoLTOxogicx examinations in the study group.

“1^“ “““h henartmant and th. Tuskegee Institute

• Of the study. The Public Health
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DRAFT - August 2, 1972t

I'' •

Study and offer advice on

Participants included:

NARR 4NS ID :404-763-7033

v- . C^CL,

Dr. Gene S to Herman
Chairman, Dept, of Medicine
University of Tennessee, Memphis

Dr; Johannes Ipsen, Jr. 
Professor
Dept, of Community Medicine
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

Dr. Ira Myers
State Health Officer
Montgomery

Dr. J. Lawton Smith
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 
University of Miami

Dr. Clyde Kaiser
Senior Member Technical Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
New York City

Resource Persons:

An ad ho£ committee meeting was convened Thursday, February 6, 1969, 

at 1:00 p.m., in Conference Room 207, National Communicable Disease

Center, to examine data from the Tuskegee

continuance of this Study.

Committee Members:

Py?-Ce.*_VD Branch, NCDC

Dr. Paul Cohen, VDRL,

Dr. Sidney Olansky 
Professor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine 
Emory University Clinic, Atlanta

Dr. Bobby C. Brown, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, NCDC 

’ ’, NCDC
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/

2

Recorders:

NCDC

t > .• ■ 
■ :

Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

»

Dr. David J, Sencar 
Director, NCDC

••
. C.;

Mrs. Doris J. Smith
Secretary to Dr. Norins, VDRL, NCDC

Attending:

Dr. Leslie C. Norins 
Chief, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL,

Miss Gknevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC
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The

Considerations were:

1. Current welfare of study participants

2. Adequacy of follow up of study participants

3. Original purposes and design of
study in 1932.

to be achieved from continuing the
study at

1. Clarification of the relationship of aerology to morbidity

from syphilis.

2. Clarification of the relationship of syphilis to pathological

findings ,

3. Clarification of a

syphilis.

Full treatment of the

was considered.

or neurological conditions from late. Herxheimer1s
••.

The meeting was terminated with several salient
points:

1. Treatment for these

2.

3.

NARA 4NS 
«

to determine if the Tuskegee Study 

or continued.

up of all survivors should

Knowledge of medical

purpose of the meeting was 

should be terminated

continuing to

through medical follow up or from

At the time of this meeting there 

primary cause of death

were only seven patients whose 

was ascribed to syphilis.

survivors originally in the syphilitic

The dangers to patients

be intensified, 

value could be gained by 

record information gained either

group

suffering from cardiovascular

— 3 reactions were emphasized

The potential benefits

this time were:

variety of risk factors associated with 

morbidity and mortality from late

patients was not Indicated unless they

had signs of active syphilitic disease.

Medical follow
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contact with both the Macon County Health Departmenti

5.
never be repeated

and the Tuskegee Institute

the study. The Public Health Service

pathological examinations in the study group.

4. The Macon County Health Department

have been fully cognizant of

should increase its

and the Macon County Medical Society

in the continuance of the study.

This type of study would

to help them to assist more fully
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2
R«corders:

VORL, NCDC

VDRL, NCDC

. J
I

This

Disease Division of
Service.

was no concern about racial problems.

etc.

your advice In making a decision.

come up; Should we terminate

It becomes a political problem.

Or. Sancer then said 

the Study or should

discrimination,

the disease.

NARA 4NS

\ 
\

■ J.., .s:.. ;■ ...... . .

a rural area wlth a 

untreated syphilis, to evalu-

was conducted by the Venereal

was no problem about not treating

We are here to

person to introduce 

summary of the Tuskegee Study.

In Macon County, Alabama,

and with a high rate of

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

meting by asking each

Save a brief

Study was begun In 1932,

static population,

ate the effect of untreated lues, and It

the United States Public health 

the question has

we continue It?

At the time the Study was begun there

Dr. Leslie C, Norins 
Chief,' VDRL, NCDC

Mrs» Doris J. Smith 
Secretary to Dr. Norins,

Attending;

Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

Dr. U. S. G. Kuhn III,

Miss Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. H. Bruce Dull 
Assistant Director, NCDC

Or. Sencer opened the

himself. He then

At that time there

"We want

discuss this problem."
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3

spent the past 4-5 days going

Inform the

of s|Ides.
)

l4

had

occurred In 196fl. At that time there
a

out

s was a prl-

several showed aortic Insufficiency;
Many died

renal failure, accidents (mostly auto accidents),

knifings, etc.

\

1

(

complete reevaluations In 1938 

received treatment.

composed of 412 male Negroes who

and laboratory evidence

of a total of 625 patients, 

syphilis at time of death, 

mary cause of death In only

over clinical records of patients, and had prepared charts to

participant, on th. pr.,.„t ,tatu, of th. Study. H. then showed a number

total ofjs still llylnjj 373 In all groups are known deau to date.

et al.;

and 1939 showed many of the patients

The meeting was then turned over to Dr. Bobby Brown.

Dr. Drown said we were here to take three looks:

1. The study as It was set up In 1932

2. What has happened to the Individual?

3. Focus on the survivors

He then explained that he had

Eighty-three showed some evidence of

Dr. Brown believes that syphlll

seven as shown at autopsy. Many had lesions; ,

some died of strokes.

The last^evajuatlon (35th year) of this group ^

were 36 controls and 53 syphllltlcs-

from other causes: TB,

The original study group was

had received no therapy, and who gave historical 

of syphilis; 204

the control

men comparable In age and environment were selected for 

group.

The first findings were published In 1936 by Vonderlehr
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• b

«•

active part

The,

autopsy findings. Dr. B. Brown explained

many patients had lain |n state 4 or

s days. «„y had b..„ embalmed; It was difficult to gain access to the

was concerned about medical findings, and patients

moment.

Oodles. This could contribute 

accuracies,

ages of the patients, 

the age range goes up to 85

Dr. Kaiser told of

Dr. Smith then said

proposals, important at the

from this study?

get the best of medical

He was amazed at the survival

we are here to decide threat

What Information can we derive 

He summarized as follows:

He told about Nurse Rivers and the

she has played In the Study.

The participants then discussed the

youngest Is now 59 years old;

patient claims to be 102.

on the East Coast with

to lack of findings of autopsies, In- 

cursory examinations, etc.

Dr. Stollerman

deserving of treatment.

years; one

a study being conducted

a group of executives to learn the Incidence of 

heart disease mortality. He said the executives

attention; most die of heart disease.

rata In the Tuskegee Study.

The group then discussed

about situations at times of death—

to communicate with the

not reach them by mall, some were picking cotton and 

could not find them.

4
There was much discussion concerning correctness of diagnosis, 

pathology reports, survival rates, etc. Dr. Olansky explained about 

the 1952 evaluation, how difficult It was

patients; could
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5
1.

2.

3.

workups wore
good.

He said there
}

In this group.

or not
You will

1
Slides and blocks are available from them;

eye examinations, stating he had fundus pictures,

are gone, we can show these 

be willing to go back to Tuskegee,

Stress pathology

Silver stains

you treat them 

get away from serology.

take advantage of It."

had been In communcatlon with the National

the patients from the 1967 evaluation.

now, when these patients

Dr. Smith said he would

neurological examinations of

‘*20 years from

pictures.“

Anima) Inoculations

Dr. Smith said serological and epi demJolog I cal

The weak link In the chain |Kp»t

mendous emphasis be

patients were going to be gone, 

have

this

Dr. omlth then said he thought It would

he next few years the

He thought It would be worthwhile to 

a competent pathologist flown In upon notification of death; do 

O„ or9.nl5™.. H. said there „„ „o reported Information on 

whether organisms are present In tissues.

tlclpated In the 1967 evaluation

Argyl1-RobInson pupils.

Pathology would become Interested

inoculations be done.

But I don't think It will

He then said when he par-

he found one "control" patient with

He thought the Armed Forces Institute of

m this Study. He urged that animal 

"You may find seronegative patients

make any difference whether

. First, stress pathology;

never have another study like this;

Dr. B. Drown said he

Institutes of Health.

laboratory has frozen tissues.

be worthwhile to do

le suggested tre- , / /
7-o

A'*

iology.

put on this StudyT^TS
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t

6*.

go to their homes, explain to them what
we were doing, do uya examl-

agree, take rabbits, get fluids from patients

"I would stress:

A*

C.

J

Dr. Myers said they

Dr. Myers said the/lacon County

Is serving two or three counties; she |$ a

nations on those who 

and Inject Into rabbits

Dr. Olansky said If We

any patients.

about the Incidence of hypertension.

very high "but they are living with lt.u

are virtually aH high; all showed

The group then discussed

Study started

mostly of Negro physic Ians.

The county health officer

'on the spot.'

Pathology

B- Eye studies, silver stains

No treatment (I doubt If

"This Is a golden moment.
you could cure them)."

Turn this Study Into pathology studies."

moral obligation here to treat patients 

discussed the dangers of treatment—

etc. Dr. Stollerman thought we 

for treatment.

on spinal taps we would not have

Dr. Stollerman asked

was told It was

the Macon County Health Department

Medical Society Is composed'

_There has been a complete social change.

Or. Stollerman thought there was a

for naurosyphllls. The participants then

Herxhelmer reactions, fibrillations, 

were obliged to sat criteria

Insisted

Blood pressures

evidence of cardiac abnormal I ties. 

remuneration to patients. When the

> payments were $50.00; "the undertaker got that."

«OBt of th. patient. n<» have burial Insurance.

P»y 50 cents a wa.k until they al..

Dr. Sencar asked about

situatlon.
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7

Dr. Myers said

Dr. Myers mentioned that

STUDIES

I. None I. Survival Tp

with treatment

II. Discriminate After Negative

without treatment
1 Total 2. Accurate Incidence of

pathology lesions

3. Relation Syphilis Longevity

‘‘•S’J:;

former medical missionary to Nigeria, very competent.1* 

the County Health Department Is understaffed.

Dr. Smith Suggested giving the patients more money--l,$200.00— 

explain that the study Is being upgraded; ask them for permission to 

do examinations, give them shots of pen!cl Ilin

Dr. Stollerman thought the patients should have 

checkup.

a complete hospltai

It was explained that they had complete checkups at the VA

Hospital In 1952 and 1958-

I

X
...» •* ?•

They still receive treatment when Indicated.

Dr. Sencer outlined on blackboard the possible courses of action:

ACTION

at the same time. I think

an Investment of $18,000.00 would be good to get the examinations.'*

Dr. Sencer thought this suggestion ghoulish.

this group did not like handouts.
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Dr. Olansky said he would

)

wished to achieve; "work very closely with
them and keep them Informed

of everything that we do."

1 County at

now a new group

t^composed of 5-7 Negro physicians, and one white

not

y wlth th® l°ca) medical society

J).

Dr. Hyers said regardless of what 

raise a question at this time,

then asked Dr. Myers what

Society. He said they had been 

the fears of real

1

-./m

Dr. Ipsen said there 

the beginning of the Study. 

In the Society—ft is

physician.

you could answer criticisms for

Dr. Sencer said If

Dr. Dull then asked how 

treating these patients.

pre-

—) •

were only 10 physicians In Macon

Dr. Myers said there Is

to treatment,"

question the wisdom of treatment 

consequences.

7
I

«_a*ked If he thought we could get permission to 

"No, I haven't seen thl, group, but , -J 

don<t think they would submit

h—wLOom or treatment at this point, rentlonlng catastrople

younger Negro

a good Idea to keep the

a* to what we were doing and what we

we established good liaison

there would be no need to an^ZT^TiTlcIsms.

Dr. S to Herman then said he thought 

santed was wonderful, but

Dr. Myers wa

8

the date that had been 

pathology would ba open to celticism.

your decision will be, if you

the whole program wi11 fold, Dr, Sencer 

were the limitations of the County Medical 

very reasonable to work with; some of

troublemaking have not come to pass.

Dr. Smith said he had a good rapport with the

Physician at Tuskegee. Dr. Myers thought It

l°cal medical society informed
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I

"I think the patients

was

i

Dr. Myers replied that the Institute

Dr. Dibble, former medical director of

the Institute, who died last

A Health Department Informed,

Institute; her husband

had been In on the first of the Study; she has now retired, due to age,

they have

are trying to do what

Dr. OJansky reiterated that the original policy of the Study 

that when medical treatment was Indicated, they were pulled out of 

the Study and were given treatment.

year, was depended upon to keep the State

But now they are more progressive; he 

explained Nurse River's good relations with the

9
Dr. Myers said at this stage he thought we should on Iy take 

better care of the patients. Dr. Smith recalled when he was there 

In 196? ha found two cases of glaucoma and brought them to treatment. 

If ho had not, they would have gone blind.

appreciate this."

Infirmaries, etc. But physicians at the Institute knew of the Study.

He said the school has been active In Civil Rights Movement’-"

Dr. Myars stated that Macon County Is now being promoted as a

Negro center of culture. "I don't know where you will be able to study 

this kind of group. No populations are that stable these days. These 

patients are over 70; they do not move anymore."

Dr. Kaiser asked what Tuskegee Institute thought of this Study.

Dr. Olansky explained they knew of the Study; the patients had been 

taken to the Institute's hospital.

Is now coming Into a new era.

brought themselves up by their own bootstraps and 

we have failed to do,"
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Dr. Scncer remarked that our mechanism has broken down;
Nurse

Rivers Is getting old, gets lost whan she goes to visit patients.
"We

supervision

. )
We want to see the Job dona.

We told him he

care.

Stollerman's

Dr. Stoilerman replied that he thought It 

questioning your data, but I think

resources would have to 

"And take Into consideration Or.

Dr. Sencer asked Dr. Caldwell If

Is getting good treatment.

/

l

10

Dr. Olansky replied that as weak as the Study is, It Is still 

a good study.

do not have the mechanism at this time." 

the state's appropriations to counties, 

run $10 or $11 thousand

the man who has aortic regurgitation

Or. Caldwell said, "no.

had to get to a doctor to get better care. That's all we could do."

Dr. Sencer said he thought additional

be put Into the Study.

we subsidized a person in the Health

Dr. Myers said, "Very good.

That would be very good."

Dr. Sencer then asked, "Do you think that treatment of this Study 

group Is Indicated? Dr. Stoilerman thinks there may be criticisms for 

not treating."  "|n other words, you think cardiovascular disease 

Is an Indication for treatment?"

He then asked Dr. Myers about

Dr. Myers said appropriations

per county, requiring each county to put up

50-50 matching funds; the State Health Department does have

over the county health departments.

Dr. Sencer then asked what If

Department.

was. "I am not

they should ba treated."

Dr. B. Brown than stated that we had no criteria for treatment.
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theory.

We are going to have to

The man who

)

"I think you

Dr. Hyers^/emarked

"I think

group. “She loves

.J:,;,.,..

"Dr. Barrett Is a

very Interested In research."
f

Dr. Sencer then asked how she was accepted by the local medical

Dr. Myers said she had very good relations with them.

the people In the area.

IT

She's very good to them."

case as such, not treat as a group."

that so far as he knew there had not been a 

physician In the area for all of the length of the Study.

we should establish rapport with the County Medical Society, talk to 

one physIcI ah'4n the Society before you talk to them as a group."

Dr. Sencer then asked, ‘What about the medical officer?"

Dr. Myers said she may lean toward treatment.

good pediatrician;

£ ”
If this Study Is to be continued, CDC ha* to establish a

relationship with the medical men In the area; find a way to Increase

the resources of the Health Department.

establish better rapport; better follow-up on patients.

needs digitalis could be taken where he could get It. I think we

ought to outline what we are going to do In the future." -----------_/

Dr. Smith suggested a doctor go to the County Medical Society

meetings, bring up these points, pro and con. "They might think the 

same way." "If tha local physicians agree there is no need for

treating these patients, this would be good public relations." ‘

Dr. Stollerman said he thought when a patient has aortic re­

gurgitation or Indications of cardiovascular disease, you had to make

an exception due to the medical nature of the group.

should treat each Individual
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wl th bar.

Dr. Kalsar then said he was quite Impressed with the reprints

that had been given to him—then reviewed them, mentioning that the

racial over-

combine treatment with the present Study.  | am impressed with

up the ante."

rate of autops les —perform more than they do at Grady.'1

• r

Dr. B. Drown then mentioned the 

formed today; compared DeKalb

number of autopsies being per-

and Fulton Counties; "DeKalb has a higher

the plan ----  but I don't know whether the Fund would

Dr. Sencer: "What has been the —ur. sencer: What has been the expense: $50.00 Is not enough? 

Is It the sophistication of the (pl^cc?**7

a cJ)C.
Dr. Brown

< 12
Dr. Sencer then asked If this would be a good piece to start— 

Dr. Myers answered by saying she was serving several counties,

but ha would find out.

last report in 1964, which summarized previous reports, emphasized the 

deleterious effects of syphilis. Ha recalled that about 2 years ago

Dr. Robinson (head of Milbank Fund) wrote to Dr. W. J. Brown and made ; 

proposition: "give a lump sum and terminate all obligations."

rejected this offer, and suggested taking lump-sum Increments over periods

5, 10, 15 years. Dr. Robinson then wrote back, suggesting that the

Milbank Fund "go along on the old basis."

Dr. Sencer remarked he was not thinking of financial aid. He

Dr. Kaiser replied, "This Is not a Study that would be repeated

now. The public conscience would not accept It.  If you could

then asked what Dr. Kaiser's thoughts were on the political, 

tones, etc.
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1

*

Dr. Myers summarized by saying, -You have seen the older doctors $2^ (t

die out, Nurse Rivers Is getting old and Is Inactive, the problems ar^^NZ^ 

coroner
signs (In desperation), or a health officer could sign, but not likely.

)

group felt there was:

1.

2.

3.

>

Sencer:
to re­

person In the Health Department (work with Health Depart­

ment) but also have the
responsibility to help us Improve and speed up

13

This plan now takes care of theMEDICARE was then mentioned, 

older patients.

Increasing. Unless

die out."

you pour new life blood Into this Study, It will

He then went on to explain the coroner system In Alabama.

They have a poor system-an HD signs death certificates, the

(

£

All death certificates ere on file |n Montgomery, not In the counties.

Dr. Sencer than said he gathered that the

merit In continuing the Study;,

treatment Is not Indicated, but If patients

have Indications of active syphilitic

disease, they should be treated;

better rapport should be established as soon

as possible with the local Medical Society,

as well as with the Health Department, to

enlist their cooperation In furthering the

the Study.

'It would be my feeling we are going to have

subsidize a new
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14

.)

I

Venereal Disease Branch); "In very good shape--! have seen poorer-kept

records In hospitals In Atlanta." Mrs. Price explained that clinical

data are kept on McBee cards.

Dr. Sencer then said that this should be a Joint effort with

at the medical

Dr. B. Brown explained they were kept here In Atlanta (at the

Dr. Sencer then suggested getting

another nurse "to give preferential treatment."

1

pathological examinations. I would be personally opposed, from a 
V . , ,

psychological standpoint, In trying to raise the contribution. You 

have a good point, but the man who died yesterday got $50.00, and the 

man who dies today gets $200.00."

Dr. Myers suggested giving the money to the doctor who performs 

the autopsy. Dr. Olansky asked If It would not be a good Idea to get 

one of the doctors In the County Medical Society to perform the autopsies.

Dr. Sencer reiterated that we would have to get a public health

nurse; "Whether we do it through Dr. Myers — this is one of the details 

we will hove to work out."

Or. Sencer continued, "First and foremost, we have to establish I 

rapport with the County Medical Society and the Health Department." I

Dr. B. Brown asked how we answer criticisms. Dr. Sencer replied 
—i uni r i •n.Mnim',1 ■ imi i—— 

that people outside Atlanta dp read medical Journals, and this could bo 

blown up out of all proport Ionsbut if we established rapport with 

the local health officials, he did not think we would have a problem.

Dr. Kaiser asked if the medical records were kept

center.'
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I

J

"I

1

p.m.

a primary and secondary stage, 

help us.

15 

the Health Department, Dr. Brown, and himself. Dr. Myers said he would 

be happy to work with us.

Dr. Stollerman then asked what the group thought of the possi­

bility of Isolating treponemes.

We wi11 1ean

Dr. W. J. Brown explained about the seminar held last week on 

spiral organisms, stating that Dr. Smith has shown that penicillin treat­

ment has had no effect on spiral organisms, even after massive doses.

Dr. Stollerman asked Dr. Smith If he had ever found organisms 

in humans who have never had treatment. Dr. Smith said he did not 

want to say; he then mentioned the study of Dr. Yobs on the persistence 

of treponemas in late syphilis. Dr. Smith said he liked Dr. Norins* 

summarization: "After treatment of syphilis the outward lesions go

away, but are all organisms eradicated throughout the body?" Dr. Smith 

said he thought we were going to come out of this Study with "some 

tremendous Information"'; he recalled that we have better techniques 

now; 42? of patients going through eye clinics, with Inflammatory eye 

diseases, suffer from eye problems caused by spiral organisms.

think we may come up with some treatment for them."

Dr. W. J. Brown said we have learned a great deal from Dr. Smith's 

work and It should urge a 11 of us to try to find and treat everyone In

Then he thanked each one who came to

"The advice you have given has been invaluable."

Dr. Sencer then said he thought everyone understood the sense of

what we wanted to accomplish, "and we are going to do It.

heavily on Ira." (Dr. Hyers).

Meeting adjourned at 4:10
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with
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fire as follows:

Sheridan Howard Settler,

find this action with Dr.

personal regards, I am
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^dvlsory g> ______ _______

its d«lsisn

ill

ifiA L. Myers. M. 0. 
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•

^'L^&s, M. D.

/ StateJicalth Officer 
■ “I. ' ..t

/ Z^L .

of no opposiT^^ 
ganaTinWy k-n^rn
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SUBJECT;

DATE:

r

were as follows:

Year of Publication
Senior Author

•, •

o

Ja“n“ -p™- from

empbaala on ”“h

I. YQNDERLEHR 1936
<

o
Of 399 untreated syphilitics,

serologic tests.

presumably nonsyphilitic, 2.5%
1

the
especial

1936
1946
1946
1950
1953
1954
1954
1955
1955
1956
1956
1964

ror review?
on the nonsyphilitics?

L.P. data available f'— 
—.....punctures done

and neurosyphilis.
Papers reviewed

previously published r-------
! been reviewed. •.

relating to late oculZr

Vonderlehr
Heller 
Deibert 
Pesare 
Rivers 
Olansky 
Shafer 
Peters 
Schuman 
Olansky
Olansky
Rockwell

had CNS disease.

Questions: (1) i$ y - 
(2) were lumbar

AD HOC COMMITTEE - TUSKEGEE STUDY

FEB. 6, 1969

- It is understood that 
further lumbar punctures, 

concerning the r 
groups, if this is still

Study of Late Syphilis have 
were selected from these publications

papers concerning the Tuskegee 
The f011owing .c^s

this is because the 
This makes it very 

exact findings in the 
-_1 available. The paper

a jj- 7'8X had clinical evidence 
n additional 18.3% had reactive

Thus, 26.1% showed clinical

of neurosyphilis.
spinal fluid
or laboratory evidence of neurosy^illT

of 201 controls,

This is the only 
>. -J -f _ _ ■ » J

patients have declined 
important to review the data 
spinal fluids of both
notes:
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II. HELLER 1946

mortality figures.

is on the

III. DEIBERT 1946

■I

ocher

EYE DEFECTS were found as follows:

0 age no. cases 7.

over

nonsyphilitic groupover

Thus, EYE DEFECTS were found Ln TO of 154 syphilitics

o «. compared to 42 o£ 153 nonsvphlUtle control..

*

Disease of the

exposure of the eye, and the like,emphasizes the importance

It also 
the

4
24
14

3
41
26

25-44
45-64
65 and

25-44
45-64
65 and

gives much information about 
two groups.

eye defects in the study, 
thcr organ systems as involved in

11.57.
42.77.
81.37.

nonsyphilitic controls.
J was nearly double in the 

I found is much higher on
This probably relates

j and 
neuro-ophthaltao logic

?

1. Infected with syphilis and receives no treetcent £o" infection 
--------_> average reduced by about 207,," nL infection

was reported in 21 of 154
- ------------ - Note that

of disease

syphilitics, as compared to 13 of 153 
pVAn
syphilitic p—
eye examination than cr.
5L.eaSe of dia8nosis, direct

findings in this” s^;,d7.,“; ’>£ °l>hth“1”°1“S1= ««

6.97.
31.67.
73.77.

was nelrly’double^^thr eye-CfeCtS reported in 

greatest site of clinical

SYPHILITIC group

This paper primarily deals with
! "..Life expectancy of j

receives no treatment for his
bout 207.."

productivity in examination. 
♦

central nervous system

!^,n."hOUsh a*ain fcho incidence of _______ „

_L1 __ r’7J Chat Che numher of lesions f
- -:--1 on neurologic examination’
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PESARE 1950IV.

aspects of the study.

o
expectancy. A summary in one

'J

*

on the

study.

.•>

0

cerebral hemorrhage, one edoma^fr!r°?ly norRial- One showed
It is important to note that -’n and 6 had art2rioscler

SILVER STAINS IN AN N°TE llAS BEEN MADE OF
IN ANY OF THE AUIOFSIed'hJsSs?"™™ WE PR£:SSNCE OF TREFONEMES

j

■

in the 
the two

approximately 177. less
—! same age interval in

One paresis, and one 
'--J patients.

3 major. ( 
institutionalized

Important findings

paper deals with life c:;_ 
paper is: "The life

RIVERS 1953
This paper is

paper as it is the only 
study. Some selected

extremely important r—

pome. fro„ ln thla

This is an
Publication dealing with f 

----- : paper are;

z-

were examined in 46
* 7710 brain was examined

were grossly normal,
1 je (one

?o V p"PUmonia)> ^d 1 abscess
*rc«i°3clerotic changes, 

meningovascular syphilis, from

were, however: OPACITY OF PIA-ARACHNOID 

, but in only 1 
PERIVASCULAR AND MENINGEAL 

brains ds.n),

lr°!Sly norRiaL- One showed

arteriosclerosis.

6 showed sr^e’XseLroMc'Io^e”,- 28 8l'al"S

after trauma, and one petechiae w?th’ cerebral hemorrhag, 
with bacterial endocarditis Pneumonia

still the medical fact

VII. SHAFER 1954

This r- 
Sentence of this
25-50 years of ; 
appreciable amount of therapy is <

VIII. PETERS 1955

The major---- -
■■ "A”°ns persons’55 

no noticeable difference 
be demonstrated between

V,

.—3— in the studv
end of the summary:

that some have syphilis and sone have not.”

MS described In 9 AAhii:.'’ "°“evor: OPACI

portions of spinal cord v

concerned with paramedical

VI. OLANSKY July 1954

An IW°rtIntOst.t^e1nt“l£haFrhrOnT,7':al- flC,:ors ln th» ’tody 
"tn th. men ,Cudle" t,L th' endJo£ the Emmery: d7'
group with untreated '^tween the

- op::rwh“

amount of disability could
groups. ”
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Other important
the Peters report;

1.
of syphilis by some investigators 1^0°^ patho8nomonic

Ms „„„d t„ almost 5OT of'nmi ^ 8h “r°phy o£ «>• 
"M documented 1„ 6 patients SSl£MNG_0F_THE 3
the nonsyphilitic SyPhlllt^> and in none nr~

o 4.

^entiaily no treatment and years and withPrior to death I ad rough'lv r “"P^^ivity
“rOlovsacular iovolvX1 oply’”" °£ 'rating

5.

thickening of aortitis-
7.

8.

fl

pancreas, brain. aorta, testis, lymph node>•X

IX.o
Of the syphilitic

group were

X.x
It is estimated that

seronegatlyonisvphili[C °f Obvious Wortance in the study

• 1 
(

than in the r;-_ 
A negro man with

correlates well with
the patients in this study, it

less than 507. of 
' ! by the'Kahn

2.
3.

spontaneous r
----- syphilis

These 6 tissue blocks 

-------- ■ silver stain,

the patients in i:.i 
and diastolic blood 

-------• nonsyphilitic t 
..----- ---1 syphilis for

the nonsyphilitic 
carefully examined 
available.

clinical i ■■
These two 

of late i

patients.
with the Krajian-Dieterle

liver,

SCHUMAN 1955 
---j_ paper estimated that 707.Thia ]------
still untreated.

PLANSKY May 1956 
"t+- d 

of thoracic aorta.
-.’C criterion of syphilitic cc.l 

”, and necrosis of media" 
aortas examined - ineaxa-

pathologic data in

Atrophy and -----  ■

histologic criteria 1“*« X' “i^r” ST' *

____ and in itt 5 ^PMU^ - 
—a IX"

'^7< of patients with c;.-- 

manifestations of lace

_____ _________ST' 
and in none of 
—i should be

if

cases.
the fact that hype^™

was noted that both systolic

in the syphilitic

untreated syphilis in 
technique thirty years

serologic reversal had

syphilitic cases (of 92 
’ exam ned).

6- The best histologic 
thickening of aorta wall. 
In 37 of the 87 
there was 1 
gross and ] 
Fibrosis of 
examined) and in

of^cardiac hypertrophy _ 
hypertension is

pressures have been higher 
litis groups.

more than 10
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xi.

seems from consideration ofthat tt la ImpoBsIbie °f th' ‘"cldenee 
individual, seronegative o"8nit1L° "heth" “>e entreat, 
« a result of tbe8p.rSl.t”n«Va"t Iin '??

This paper also noted that t-h^ A4 yrePoneina pallidum", 
involved - that Aav r..thaL the cardiovascular system is freouo.

the untreated

XII. ROCKWELL 1964

o Of ROSAHN1s

laboratory, or autopsy evidence of syphilis.

were seronegativH -

o

!

OLANSKY Aug. 1956

"Indeed, it

important autopsy monograph
4 summary reveals:

Rosahn reviewed 3907 -■

that 634 of the deceased
" ?2CLthat o£ the 23 Hving r-r,.lL~. 

not one had received adequate

.e y.u b : '‘loVX^r (r?age 2o)
Of these 380

■ 587. (or 90)
LESIONS ^ SD8I'”"artiVe

- •
autopsy proven cases of syphilis

involved -- , 
examinations-- 
late syphilis, that i 
to the recent survey.

a" '$? citc °£

127. of .yphllitlcs sho-«d sig„. „f
rdiovascular. Case 103 and 371; r>«, e syphilis. 644

- tests. 5 cases previously TPI relcM ad. shown reactive TPI
in th. 5 year Interval before“hL review 7 IPI nonre>“i''e
but FIA-ABS NR. review. Case 482 was TPI reactive

patients had
; men with some form of

J therapy prior to

to the conventional serologic tests done'in

Of 11 patients with late
6 had a
VDRL. :
were cardiovascular, 
or FTA tests. 5 cases
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1

1

recommendations

I. PATHOLOGY

1

$ weak from cerebrospinal or tissue fluid standpoints.

2. no attempt has been made microscopically to determine
. ------ --------+ uw ucuwrniluethe presence or absence of spirochetnn in th« tlasuco

o IL-18_ urg.eA.that strong pathologic impetus now be oi,__
nfs Rr11hv Fnw __ •

1.

2.■I

fluorvacent

3.

'x 1

; o

«h. aL. vpbU.almologlsts, t>ue xho later on breaking
the coda, wore found to be In the "nonayphllltlc" group.

W. AQUEOUS PARACENTESIS

to go to the homes of the surviving

inoculations

±1 “ lutfeh- fn the p^t

II

K“X’V7f‘ Sma11 7eC1M,i (2’3 aqu^Ju:^
rot ja studies and for animal inoculations.
be done only after explaining the procedure

i
J

obtaining his consent. Th. 
been attested to by the fact’that

NARA 4NS

t0 t*is study? for tKe tonOwinS reasons/ 8
the study population ia now over age 69 on the average 
and from the standpoint of life expectancy, therefore

eicpect a Iruch Iarser increase in the death rates 
in both groups in the next decade.

Jrozan.“S3upfi be obtained for fluorescent
antibody studies. Fresh tissues should be obtained for 
aninal inoculations and for darkficld examination.
Silver stains are important, and some tissues could be 
placed in proper fixation for electron microscopy if that 
appeared advisable at a later date.

^rnundc1118’ 7her*t’ thc 8rouP8 have differentiated on various
PATHOTMTriSf Ser°108ic’ an att^pt should be made for 
if «2i?tb ^fferenc^tion- It -ouid be most important to determine 
ifrS es Ju theW!veh?foent ,the COnCrols afl ofte" in same

1 in^ cyphilitxcs. Thus, on a review of the patients 
de circa 1967, three patients showed classic Argyll Robertson 

^LtO 3 di£5cre?t apbuhulmologists, but who later on breaking

CJOC

This should, of course,
r r 1:0 the Patent and after

The safety of this diagnostic procedure hoe 
: over 6,000 paracentesis have been

untoward problem whatever. This fact'is’ h^s

.by tl,e CliniCS1 ,£ „Qm.rou, oth„ lnve.t>8aCors

JMas beon strong from serologic

I. many autopsies have had only GROSS examination, without 
documenting photographs, and with no tissues saved for 
hiatologic study r

3rijd^is_a critically important study and
will not be repeated. 7 ~ ---------------- —------------------1 ■

erof^°81 Z and_environnienta 1 standpoints? 
1 standpoint.

It would be quite feasible

for FA studies and for animal
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V-

The fluid could be inoculated

va. done ; < a Tnanner So t:hat the laboratory
sypbm Ln“ "Uh no

th. n ilT . °r oonsyphllitlc sroup b>1„ s 
b. a»certatnMO .^U!°U8 h',"Or trePonM"8 4» both Bro. 

® ascertained, and a more exact dof<n4w™ * .
nude by subsequent careful

III. EN

Li L <yon

4.

7.

<

eLS±“ bev.v.p, th.t IF treatment

o
patients at this time.

The issue will become

a practical standpoint to the patients ^nvolvad.

> Respectfully submitted,

Assoc, Prof. Neurosurgery

r-

I ’

i

5.
6.

1.
2.
3.

is given 
suggestions

«-

Those now surviving have made 
and previous reports have i‘ 

occurred.

to these patients, there is r* iz 
™d 2/“ uamely’ ETHOLOGY and AQUEOUS “STUDIES'i -d 2 -r- sSlog “„se:^0Eojrs;;Bsfo™h„e ■ 

-•SPP « expper that treacment ».

Thus, Bicillln does 
1 ecatc, 

enter these tissues.

, t

groups 
groups
not

NOT hp 
reasons:

_It is recommended by this 
to_ the patients

Recent report (Lancet) has documented 
of new neurologic manifestations

■ O

mu“M arXrV111"3- fl“id! ““ in the’nnninhL.J
The issue will become^oreVf i W111 enter these •

.^er^ane, uhile „ ph.

J.Lawton Smith, MU
Aoooc. Trof. Ophthalmology 
Assoc, Prof. Neurosurgery 
Asst. Prof. Neurology
Univ. Miami School of Medicine
Miami, Florida

between the two
-------- 1 the two 

now_available that penicillin will

- syphilis
patients effectively 

------- ; to explain, 

subsequent occurrence
surviving have made a tJasu^aJj’stment^^e Sisease'

syphilis has already occurred^" Prltnary Wortality from

NARA 4NS

■

directly oZ t.:: aceZrZ dat!f ?t0 Crte? Of nOrRial

This could be done in'a manner _Sl"al1 Primat*-
' procedure
as to 

was being studied.

. and .
------1 followup of the inoculated animals.

consyltant that treating 
xn tnis study tor the following

1950 reP°rted Httlc difference I
lV" 1954 little d1££.r...ce

There la strong evidence r - ‘ * -^ween

-vuh.



ALJMrlDUCATl^N, AND WfcLFARI^NITED states-government . ’

Memorandum
Dr. Alfonso H. Holguinto

date: January 23 > 1969

fROM

subjFCT. "Mtlng to conoldor th. Tu.k.g.e study, Mocon

S”T:,. •/•ii: “^*r":,, hM “■'■‘““"J«!««-'«> »tudy Of
Jo rtZ yp5lll*,ln Ha8c° Mll•" kno"" “ «■• StudZ.

f”1”’ Qt ^2-33, approxludcly 400 lndlvldu.1.

of th*

William J, Brown, Medical Director

Enclosures
"

z

<7 C/^-

HUP eliminate waste

I am also enclosing copies of 
Should you have questions,

N
L

At the same time, a control 
j as many

were examined. The last examination wss

uzpartmbnt of n^J^vcvn^. and Xake

Health Services and Mental Health Administration 
National Conraunlcable Disease Center - Atlanta

. -xi-'
/

rtrann/i_______________
i5™____ COST UOUCTtON PROGRAM \

J LSUU

X ■

following the meeting of the
-----1 maat

The committee will consist of: 
Jr., Ira Myers, J. Lawton Smith,

Dr. Sidney Olansky will be

of persons attending, 
publications) coming out of the study.

Director, State and Coowunlty Services Division

Chief, Venereal Disaaae Branch

avoh?7< ?prXn5 ot approximately 400 individuals with
syphilis were selected for the study. Z •  W1C“
group of 200 was selected. At. approximately 5-year intetvair' 
as possible of this total 600 t—- • • - - incerval».
done in the Late fall of 1968. ----

taxe a critical look and offer suggestions as to where we on k. S^7/or L^k ia ‘’•-ae^.uoS of:rhere-
^tudy^since aBked ro8ardin« th« propriety
study since it is made up entirely of negro males.

a” <h* afCernoon of Thursday, February 6

in conference room MTriulidlng^l.
Drs. Gene Stollerman, Johannes Ipsen,
and someone from the Milbank Foundation, 
present as a resource person.

Bobby Brown and other V.D. Branch staff membur. will suwnarix. the 
«nding. of the 7 examination, and present other data and JX^ion! 
Xl^nX:r£s^e ““ WiL1 deVftt°d tO d—io“ th*

Attached^ a l ie c o f

give me •T'caTl.



r

• ?

long-term

1:00 p.m. Room 207, Building 1

Committee Members:

Resource Persona:

ReenrHare:

Attending;

u--»

j

• c ■

&

) f 

I

Dr. Gene Stollerman
Dr, Johannes Ipsen, Jr.
Dr. Ira Myers
Dr. J. Lawton Smith
Representative - Milbank Foundation

Dr, Leslie Norins 
Mrs. Doris Smith

Dr. David J. sencer 
Dr. Alfonso K. Holguin 
Dr. William J, Brown 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
Miss Genevieve Stout

"Ad Hoc" Committee Meeting to consider the long-term 
Syphilis Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Negro Male

February 6, 1969

Dr. Bobby Brown - to present material 
Mrs. Fleenor Price
Dr. Joseph Caldwell
Dr. Paul Cohan
Dr. Sidney Olansky
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Ajrll 15, Dey

D**r »r. HcRatt

ln M«<m •^T^TS y.“. 
h»« indltae«d that the Count? Madill t

I

DJSencerzhb

I

I

/- 
/

«

*
i

.'X? X/?

!

I
1

;

•<

• V

’i

Sl&araljr youri//

David J. syhc,

Or-

.At 
••■' '• 

■ 4

Dr* Lothar Curtla McKaa

IrLily*r*Jh<* dl»CWB®«1 you tha atudy that has
batn conductad in Macon County for eha pnat 30 y**,, Ha 
haa lodieatad that tha County Medical Society would ba

in hMrln* a rwi~ th* <£1?U. X ba
happy to do *o at your May 19 naatlng if yoo wtih. **

David J. 6/hcar* M»D*
Aaolatant'Surtaoo General 
Director, Matlcmii Co«*taicabU

Dlaeaoa Center
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r

by correspondence. Thia project was initiated at a time when the treatment of

The.

(

but a search of the Minutes from 1931 -

1933 4m. not list . fbtMl approval, it In ansumad thl. must have been handled

a study of untreated syphilis

Early published-reports-indicated that this

TUOKEGEE untreated sxphilis PROJECT:

In 1932 the U. 3. public Health Service initiated 

with proper controls in Macon County.

was approved by the state Board of Health,

syphilis was extremely hazardous, time-consuming and not too efficient.,

Milbank Fund has been paying for post-mortem and burial services in connection

The Public Health Service is concerned about whether to

s

EXTRACT

MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF CENSORS

FEBRUARY 19, 1969 Q/v-.

with this project,

tinue this project since the numbers

able, and there have been

Medical Society has completely changed.

years ago and n new one haa been organized.

to the Public Health Service that continuity

dlscuaccd with local physicians before a decfaion is made. Dr. Bueh made a 

notion that this matter be referred to the Macon County Medical Society .. 

Suggested by Dr. Mvero; nr. Collier aacond.d the motion, which curled unanlaoualy.

' A?,'

con-

are small, adequate treatment is now avail- 

niany social changes in Macon County. The Macon County

The old Society was disbanded several

The State Health Officer has suggested 

Of the program nnd patient care should 

a decision is made.

z''o
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EXTRACT

Study untreated syphilis by the Department :-.f Health,

?hl8 paper (Exhibit "A”) describee details
not available elsewhere in state or

were

and each participant was anxious to receive the burial
and free medical examination

benefits from the study. Certain individuals have been dropped from the study

after the

The concern of the Board at

needs. The

Dr. W. II. Y. Smith, the Director of the Bureau of Preventable Diseases at that

time, that treatment benefits

time. The Federal investi~

0

T

a background paper jn the Tuskegee

Education and Welfare.

«unty rii5s, t, tho stMe Ort.u.„..o s1ni.c tht.sc de(.lal;iIls

a time when the treatment of syphilis was hazardous,

MINUTES
STATE BOARD OF CENSORS

•W

in uddltt'Jh, treatment was resisted by 

population and the best indications are that these

wore not expected for T,h.rt5C individuals at that

Also, some hazard of treatment might be encountered.

& CX

made In 1931 or 1930 at 

ineffective and not generally available, 

a largo group of the infected

a racial discrimination problem

Federal officials advised the State Health Officer and

present Medical Society ts predominently black so 

would not be present.

* study were beyond the infectious etage at the 11 me 'the ; ■ .X 

The Health Department has boon told by those'.'invoicin' theSMW 

study several years ago that the program was fully outlined to the individuals

gators went immediately to Macon County fol 1 ow ing tlv.t. action by the State Board
J- j, T .. ............... t

H"ftUh omccr ln

study was begun

8^38%

because circumstances surrounding their medical needs for a particular problem 

required treatment which would disqualify them from the study. An evaluation in

1969, outlined in the Minutes of the Board of February 19, 1969, referred this 

matter to the Macon County Medical Society which had been reinstituted 

former County Medical Society had become extinct.

that time was an individual evaluation of the needs of these patients by physicians 

who were familiar.with their complaints and personal findings and

!• J' ’ T-
^^£^;Bealthwnht! :ndvice_from the. State Health Officer in 1

2*' »•<.,

The Health Officer called attention to
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February 13, 1969

Dear Dr. StoHernan:

sincerely youre,/^

William J(f/Erawn, !

WJBrown:mg

Ihank you for remaining at NCDC to help u< in our declalon making.

Sincerely youra.y^

Dr. Sugana H. Stollarman 
Profaaaor and Chairman 
Department of Medicine 
The Univeraity of Tanneaaae 
951 Court Avenue
Menphia, Tanneaaae 38103

I
I

I
I

I
I

1

I

f

. M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

/
/

f 
I
I
/

II

I write thia note to express tny sincere appreciation for your 
participation in the discussion of the Tuskegee Study on 
February 6. The outcome of that conference will be cost helpful 
to ua £a detarmiuing exactly in what course the long-term study 
roust be directed. 7



) )

F«bru*ry 13► 1969

I

I

I write thi« note tohelpS^to”t£Pdi“ T? ■inC-r<‘ for y0Ur

" £ :^ ,nd 1 “ "o,t "“•£ul «n^.. co caB.to cone i

i

Sincerely youreoxucereiy youre t ry

Willlan J.^ovn, M.D.

Chief, Venereel Disease Branch
WJBr own:tng

I

i

I

J. Lewton Smith, M.D.

i6»^x^tlriShs^«uleof Medicine

Mieai, Florida 33136

D«*r Dr. Smiths

i

i
!

I

t

i
ii

to our aid.

Again, thank you for your aeatatance.
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1

I

February 13, 1969

Dear Ira:

I

aovei,

^•••a extend to Dr, Snith my beat wiehee for * quick recovery,
1 dkihOP? W111 ba •®“- w<y thac h- c*n ba on the VD
probleu for I £■«! hie personal intareet, effort and ability 
Un^ft!rn*lbU f0T th*t h-a recently been made. !

Sincerely yours

M.D.

WJBrownrmg

!

!

!

i
i

William J.
Chief, Venereal Diaeaae Branch

? "T^0"0? rul°t *® operate, it is doubtful if 
n be of help; however, I looking into possible ways.

Again, «y thanka for your participation in the discussions on 
Thursday, February 6,

Dr. Ira L. Myera
State Health Officer
SUte Department of Public Health 
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

1
i
I

!
i
•

y0Ur on Thur.day, February 6,

from you before we make any —— °



February 13* 1969

/SIhcerelicerely yours.

, M.D.

WJBrovn:mg

I

i
i

I

)

i

I
i

!
I

WillUa J. Br<
Chief, Venereal Dieeese Branch

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Chief, Section cf Dematology 
Baory University Clinic
Departaent of Internal Medicine 
B. 0. Box 439
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

Dear Sid:

i
I
i 
! :
I

!
i

I
:

Just a note to say thank you vary ouch for taking the 
afternoon from your practice on Thursday, February 6,

3 fw tl“ dtre“10’
I have requested that the necessary papers be prepared 
to provide you the usual consultant fee and hon« it Miii 
get to you eoon.

Again, thanks for your help.



D
MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND 40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehall 4-4989

February 18, 1969

AIR MAIL

Dear Doctor Brown:

and for the list of peuyle attending the meeting
develop t0 Iearn abOUt future plans for the study as they

was cancelled,

I
colleagues.

CVKtbv

l

CL
Sei

Thank you for your letter of February 13 1969
......... ...............................  We’shall

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
National Communicable Disease Center
Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Very sincerely yours,

Kiser, Ph.D. 
or Member, Technical Staff

My flight from Charlotte to Newark was cane 
but I managed to get a sleeper on a train and arrived in 
PrinceLori early Monday morning, February 10.

thoroughly enjoyed meeting you and your



/•bru«y 13, 1969

the paralysing anew

tn Atlanta and discussing with us

William j. Brown, M*D.

E&elosura

WJBrown:mg

i
i
I

I

-.t b.1^1 to o, Jo -'Sg’g; ™ *
1 “ •iut *■' “•

tha^ihs ra°*t the assistance provided by
reached1^!. f°r wUhout lfc thl’ at'’dy would not havs

ii

I
i
i

I

to meet you lMt weak and to have you 
of the direction in which 

The conference will ba

/ /

I
I

I
I

I
I

as —. 
bi iii w • UW11 ni M,

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

I
|

i

i

Rarely yours,

Clyde V. Kiner, Ph.D.
SanUr Hendser, Technical Staff 
Milbank Memorial Fund
40 Wall Street 
New York, N.Y. loooj

Oa^r Dr. Kiaar:

It was a pleasure indeed c- y
pwtUlpate tn discussions 

the Ibskegee Syphilis Study should go

Lfl!iI8iLh0P* yOU aprlvad in New York before 
storm this past week-end.

Thank you very much for caning 
the Tuskegee Study.
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NCDC — Atlanta

KCDC Staff m—bayg;

Dr. Ira L. Myari

i
!

I

I

A4 hoc ecnnietaa to diacuaa Tuakagaa Syphilis Study 

mruary 6, 1969 —

i.
I
i

Dr. Clyde V. Kiaar
Saaloy Manbar, Tachnleal Staff
Milbank Manorial Fund
40 Wall Street
Nev York, N.Y. 10005

i
i

I

Dr. Eugene H. Stollaman 
Professor and Chaiman 
Department of Medicine 
The University of Tennessee 
951 Court Avenue 
Menphls, Tennessee 38103

!

i
I

i

Dr. Johannes Ipsen, Jr. 
Professor
Department of Community Medic Ina 
University of Pennsylvania
4219 Cheater Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

Dr. J. Lawton Smith
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 
Department of Ophthalmology
Univaraity of Miami School of Medicine
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue
Miami, Florida 33136

Dr. David J. Soncer, Director, KCDC 
Dr. Laslia Norina, Director, Venereal 

Disease Research Laboratory
Mrs. Eleanor Price, Statistician, 

Venereal Disease Branch
Dr. Vlllism J. Brown, Chief

Venereal Disease Branch

i

State Health Officer
State Department of Public Health 
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Dr. Sidney Olansky 
Chief, Section of Damato logy 
Emory University Clinic 
Dspartment of internal Mddlclne 
?♦ 0. Box 459 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322
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MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND
40 Wall Street New York 10005 WHitehall 4-4989

AIR MAIL

Dear Doctor Brown:

z v* uuiiu<ii.y 40 j j.yoy»
I believe we have met at Mortimer Spiegelman’s meetiiitfii

cvK:bv

•• 1,’ri
\ I

Williatn J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
Notional ConMiunicablo Disease Centei'
Department of Health, Education, and

Wei Tare
Atlanta, Georgia 20333

Thank you for your letter of January 28, 1969

of those involved in the APHA series of monographs 
on vital and health statistics.

January 29, 1969 
zi

Very sincerely yours,

/ /.■> t.-- /

Clyde V. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

I look forward to the meeting in Room 207 of the 
main building of National Communicable Disease Center,
1600 Clifton Roud, N.E. at 1:00 P.M., Thursday, February 6. 
I am glad you expect to finish discussions in time for 
departure on lute afternoon planes. I am planning to 
take a 6:55 P.M. Eastern flight to Charlotte.



*

January 28, 1969

Dtar Dr, Kisert

I

Dr, David J. Seacar, Director, NCDC, has advised ma you will join 
a email "Ad Hoc1’ cocnuittee on the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, 
to review the objectives and findings of our long-term study • 
The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis.

As stated above, the group will atweuiblu at 1 u’cluck in Rouw 207 of 
the main building of NCDC, 1600 Clifton Road, N.E. and we expect to 
finish diacuseions in time for departure on late afternoon planes.

Your files will probably provide a great deal of information on this 
study for the Milbank Foundation has, for a period of soma 35 years, 
contributed to this study. Briefly, the study was undertaken in
1932-33 in Macon County, Alabama to determine the outcome of untreated 
syphilis. At approximately 5-year intervals, the persons in the study 
that could ba contacted were examined. Last fall, 1968, the seventh 
such examination was conducted. This study has covered a period of 
35 years and we are now at a point we feel a critical look ba taken.

Clyde V. Kiser, Ph.D. 
Milbank Foundation
40 Wall Street
Nov York, Nev York 10005

A reservation has been made for you at the Sheraton-Koory Inn, 1641 
Clifton Road, N.E. Reservation Is confirmed for late arrival on 
February 5. This Inn is directly across the street from the NCDC 
complex. The airport limousines are available from the airport to the 
Inn should you wish to use this type of ground transportation.

Dr. Seneer has invited a small group to meet at the National Comnuniaable 
Disease Canter at 1 o'clock, Thursday, February 6. Staff members will 
Bunnarike each 5-year findings, present findings of the most recent 
examination, present other unpublished data and information and then 
serve as resource persona during the coumittae deliberations. I am 
enclosing a copy of all papers which have appeared in the literature 
for your review.



Slnc*raly yourg,

Enclosureg 

wjBrown:mg

WILllan J. Brown, M.D.
Chieft Venereal Diaeaae Branch

I

J
I

contribution through the years and I extend my thanks for your willina- 
ueaa to cone to Atlant* and participate in the coonlttee diacussiona,

2
W* 8rate£uI to the Milbank Foundation for ita very valuable



Januaxy 23t 1969

D«af Sid:

X am enclealng coph# of «11 publlahad papara re tha .tudy for 
VAtlV 9aA«>4 ^a.a ____ T1______________ a a __ _ *

Sincerely youre,

Enclosures

wjBrown:mg

t

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, venereal Disease Branch

Bobby Brown will sumnarlze finding! of each 5-year
«  x. i, ,, ’ ’ ' -------- ■—-■■■»performedfall as well as other information.

Again, thanks for your willingness to help.

your review. 1
examination, present the findings of the examine

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Qilef, Section of Dermatology 
Emory University Clinic
Depertment of Internal Medicine 
P. 0. Box 459
Atlanta, Georgia 30322

I appreciate your willingness to attend the "ad hoc" connittee 
meeting the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, to consider the 
future of the Tuskegee Study. The meeting will be held in 
Room 207, Building 1 (main building) and will begin at 1 o’clock.
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J«DUAry 23, 1969

Dear Dr. Ipienj

I

Dr. Joh*nn«« Ipaen, Jr.
Profeaaor
Departnent of Cotnnunity Hadi clue 
University of Pennsylvania
4219 Chaster Avenue 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19104

a point we feel a critical look be taken.

I an enclosing a copy of all papers which have appeared in the 
Literature for your review. Staff members will auamarize each 
5-year findings, present the findings of the most recent exami­
nation, present other unpublished data and information and then 
serve as resource persons during the committee deliberations.

We expect to convene the "ad hoc" committee immediately after 
lunch and wind things up in time for departure on late afternoon 
planes,

Senear advises ma you have agreed to join a small 
«d hoc coomittae on the afternoon of Thursday, February 6, 

following the ACIP meeting to review the objectives and findings 
of a long-term study— The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis 
in the Mala Negro— and give u* advice as to where we go from 
here. 6 

This study was initiated In the fall and spring of 1932-22 in 
Macon County. Alabama. At approximately 5-yaax intervals Ute 
persons in the study that could be contacted were examined. 
“••t fall, 1968, the seventh such examination was conducted. 
This study has covered a period of 35 years and we are now at
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I

2

/^Sincerely yourt^ /

William J. BKrtm, M.D.own i
I

Xnclosurea

WJBrown:mg

X

I

I

I

William J.
Chief, Venereal Diaeaae Branch

I extend my thanks for your willingness to assist us in making 
decisions on thia study and look forward to seeing you on 
February 6.

i



January 23, 1969

Stat* Office Building

t

taSTt£ ^‘n‘thc "■,,i •««

/X:
Enclosure*

I

<-( I Tlsgluil IV
WJBrown:mg

decisions on this I*U Bee on Pebr^y 6.

^Sincerely youra, yy

7

William J. Brown, H.D.
Qilef, Venereal Dleeaae Drench

i

!»• L. Myers
Btetn Health Officer
State OeperUMnc of Public Health
Stat* Office Building
Montgcswry, Alabama 36104

Deer Dr. Myers:

5 T"? b7 *h«n Dav« saucer aaked you to loin a sMall
ad hoc cooMlttee ou Thursday afternoon, February 6, to 

r“*J«w the finding* of the Tuskegee Study and give us sone 
advice as to where ve go froo here.

pill study, as you may rsMeber, was initiated in the fall 
and spring of 1932-33 in Macon County. At approximteli 

lntfcrTall‘ •xaBlnaClona of the selected individuala 
nave been made. The last exam was in the late fall of 196S.

J « ««lMlng a copy of .11 pubii.hod papers for your review.

U‘.a?ka f" your vftllngnees to assist us In making
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January 23, ISM

Daar Dr. Salths

I

I

The seating will begin at 1 o'clock on Thursday, February 6, and 
should end in adequate time for members of the comittee to make 
plane departures in the late afternoon. We will meet in Room 207 
of Building 1 at the main NCDC complex, 1600 Clifton Road.

Enclosed are copies of all published papers of the study for your 
review. Staff members will summarise findings at each 5-year 
examination, present findings of the last examination of 1968, present 
other unpublished data and information, and serve as resource persons 
during the deliberations of the committee.

I am indeed pleased you will be able to join as an "ad hoc" 
coaalttee member to offer advice on the Long-term syphilis 
study which we have been conducting.

The V.D. Branch will issue a professional services contract In an 
amount sufficient to cover your airline travel coat (tourist jet), 
a reaemable amount for other expenses, and a consultant fee of 
$75.00. Unfortunately, this cannot be Issued in advance; therefore, 
we muat ask that you bear thia expenaa originally and you will be 
reimbursed.

I

This study, known as the Tuskegee Study, was begun in 1932-33 
to determine the risks of untreated syphilis in the male, At 
5-year intervals, physicians have examined as many of the 
persons as possible. The seventh such examination was con­
ducted in the late fall of 1968. Now that the study has gone 
on for 35 years, the point has been reached to determine where 
we go from here. To help us make thia decision. Dr. Sancer has 
asked that a small "ad hoc" committee be gathered to offer advice.

J. Lawton Smith, M.D.
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology 
Department of Ophthalmology 
University of Miami School of Medicine
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue
Miami, Florida 33136



Slnc«r«ly yoar#,

Kncloeure*

WJBrown:mg

I
j 

i

!

WlllUn J. Brown, M.D,
Chief, Venereal Dieeaee Branch

I

-e- . V- •«

2
h«i!!P.reCf*t! very ouch your vllllngneee to cooe to Atlanta and 
help ua in dataml&ing the daclelon before ua«

ehan8< ln th* <•••**•. **11 ••• you on
2Jnury « •• well at next week when the vorkahop la held on 
■Pixel organiMM in body fluida.



F<bni*ry 13, 1969

to U« in dotomlntng exactly in what course the long’terra atudy 
mtURf k* *

Thank you for remaining at KCDC to help us in our decision making.

Sincerely yours, 7)

William J.C&own, M.B.

Cfelei, Venereal Disease Branch

WJBrownimg

/ 
/

i

I

i
I ■

!

I write this note to express my sincere appreciation for your 
part IcipAt loa in the discttssion of th a Tuakcgoe Study on 
February 6. The outcome of that conference will be most helpful 
to Us in determining exactly in what course the long’tcrra atudy 
must be directed.

Dr. Johannes Ipstn, Jr.
Professor
Department of Community Medicine 
University of Pennsylvania
421$ Chester Avenue 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19104

Dear Dr. Ipsen:
I
i

i 
;
!

I
!
II
ii
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January 23, 1969

Chief, Venereal Dfaaaaa Branch

Tuskegee Study - "Ad Hoc" committee meeting

»rl«e of findings

I believe everyone concerned with this meeting has been contacted.

William J. Brown, Hadleal Director

WJDrownitng

*

Health Services and Mental Baalth Administration 
National Communicable Disease Center • Atlanta

Dr. David J. Sencsr 
Director, NCDC

i

i

!

Bobby Broun and other staff mamhart will present emeries of findings 
of the first six 5-year examioatloos and an up-to-date status report of 
the Last examination-* fall 1968. They, along with Sid Olarmky, will 
then serve as resource persons. Dr. Norins will serve as the Recorder. 
Thera will be no fixed agenda other than Bobby1« presentation after 
you have opened the meeting.

I have contacted Dr. J. Lawton Smith and ha has agreed to join the group 
to discuss the Tuskegee Study. Sid Olansky will be present as a resource 
person. I have sent to each coculttee member (with the exception of the 
Milbank Foundation representative) copies of all publications on the 
Study and a letter expressing our thanks for their wlllingnaea to help 
us. As soon as your office advises who will attend from the Milbank 
Foundation, the aama material.a will ba eant.

!

i
!
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J«nu«ry 23, 1969

Dear Dr. Stollenaan!

i
I

i
I 

• I 
I

v*.

Dr. Eugene H. stollenaan 
Profeaior and Chairman 
Department of Medicine 
The Univeraity of Temaaacee 
931 Court Avenue 
Metaphle t Tenneaaee 38103

‘I
4

•i

I am indeed pleased you will remain following the meeting of 
the Advisory Coaoittee on lamunization Fracrices on Thursday, 
February 6, to offer advice on the long-term syphilis study 
which we have bean conducting.

Dr. Leighton Cluff is unable to join the "ad hoc" cownlttee 
because of a previous coramitment on February 6. Dr. Sencer 
has invited Dr, Johannes Zpsen, Jr., Professor, Department of 
Community Medicine. University of Pennsylvania, who I understand, 
is a member of the ACIP group. Dr. Ira Ityera, State Health 
Officer of Alabama, will also join the "ad hoc" comlttee group. 
The Milbank Foundation has given financial support to the study 
and Dr. Sencer has Invited a member of that Foundation to be 
present.

I am enclosing a copy of all publications arising from the 
Tuskegee Study for your review. The findings of the last 
examination of the parsons in the study will ba presented at the 
opening of the February 6th meeting. Staff members will summarize 
findings at each 5-year examination, will present other unpublished 
data and information and aerve as resource persons during the 
deliberations.



/
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Should anything elna develop I will contact you. Otherwise, I
will see you on February 6.

X^incerely yours. Z) .

William J. iteovn, M.D.

«

Chieft Venereal Dieaaaa Branch

Enclosures

WJBrovn:mg

I

I

I
I

1
I

I

As you suggested» we will gat the meeting underway m soon after 
12 o'clock as possible so that lata afternoon plana departures 
can ba made.



DEPARTMEN. OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND ELFARE

DATE,

Tu>k«g«« study - "Ad Boe” CocaoittM iUaelng

William J. Brown, Medical Director

Addro«B«*ai

■;

J
.■ ri'--

. .1'

Dr. Debby Brown 
Dr. Leslie Norlxis 
Mrs. Eleanor Price 
Dr. Joseph Caldwell 
Dr. Paul Cohen 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
Miaa Genevieve Stout 
Mrs. Doria Smith

HKW-4r 
(R«V. ft.44>

• -I

from i chief> Venereal Disease Branch

Attached is a list of the eoendttee oemboro and others who will be 
present.

.I'./.’-.

BUBJCCTl

There will be an uad hoc” conmittee naeting to oxanlne the data from 
the Tuskegee Study and offer advice so to whore wo go from hero at 
1:00 p.n., Thursday afternoon, February 6, 1969 in Conference Boom 
207, Building One, BCDC.

IDENTICAL MEMORANDUM

Bee Below

Dr. Bobby Brown and other staff menbere will present tha data and 
serve as resource persona during the discussions of the committee 
tneiabers.

,r

January 23, 1969
■ .V

TO|
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Cttmunity Sarvlces Division

*.•; y- «"

"Ad Hoc" cctnlttaa toeotlng to comldar tha Tuekagaa Study, Macon
,v-' County, AUtana

take a critical look and of£«r

Wil Han J. Brown, Medical Director

Enclosures

WJBrcwn:tng

At the eame time, a control

» aa many

- r r ’r

*■ to whece *■ 8° ftoo here.

former VD Rap, has asked regarding the propriety of tbe

I am also enclosing copies of 
Should you have questions,

Dr. Alfonso fi. Holguin 
Director, state and Ca

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

Health Services and Mental Health Administration 
National Cotnaunicable Disease Center - Atlanta

January 23, X9W

nr ^rOtt Ma^ know, the V,D. Branch has conducted a long^tem study of 

tSSJLT‘“.for tbl,crltlc*11°ok ot
individual, a former VD Rap. has asked retardlna th-
•tut, .fee. it 1. eud. up entlt.Ly ot n.,ro safe..

n>w.d.y. F.bn-ry 6, tollouiot eh. ...tin, of the

The coMoittae will consist of? 
Ira Myers, J. Lawton Smith, 

Dr. Sidney Olansky will be

■

. • • . ' ■ ■ •.■ 

'■ ; %.*• •-.

Advisn^Co-lttee on I-^l^tl^Ulc:.. ^0^^ W^^' 
in conference room 207, Building 1. Z.. ««e win meat
Dre. Cana Stollaraaa, Johannes Xpseu, Jr
and someone from the Milbank Foundation,
present as a resource person.

^“d Ot?er Y*D’ ®rancft ■taf£ vHl sutnarlze the
indings of the 7 examinations and present other data and information. 

The remainder of the time will be devoted to discussions by the 
cosnittee members.

Attached is a list of persons attending.
all publications coming out of the study, 
give me a call.

r
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C<xat»ittee Htab+rn

■' • V!

Raaoure* Peraom t

Racordem:

AttrendlnRi

"iH'S •;
! •

I
I

Dr* Lesli* Norina 
Mra. Doria Smith

Dr. David J. Sancar 
Dr. Alfonao H. Holguin 
Dr. W1U1M J. Brown 
Dr. Grant Kuhn 
Mlaa Ganaviava Stout

• -.

Dr. Gene Stollernan
Dr* Johannea Ipeen, Jr.
Dr. Ira Myara
Dr. J. Lawton smith
aapreaentativa - Milbank Foundation

h' •

•••it*-v'

Dr. Bobby Brown - to preaont material
Mrs. Eleanor Price
Dr. Joseph Caldwell
Dr. Paul Cohen 
Dr. Sidney Olansky

•>>•?£■ Or

rebruaxy 6, 196J UOO p.m. Room 207, Building I
j... Vt-;- ’

r-w j-'-y------- -- •

■■ Syphilis Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Negro Mele
,"^4 Hoc” fiwlttee Meeting to consider the long-tern

/•I

••xk-

£?•’ C'
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February 27, 1M9

D««r Dr. Klsari

J

\

Since you raised che question sc the meeting on February 6, we are also 
enclosing a crude calculation o£ the death rates, by age, which was com­
puted at a time when there were 271 deaths among the syphilitic patients

/■'

It is somawhac difficult at this point to reconstruct the tabla presented 
on psge 793 of Dr. Rockwell’s paper. If it serves your purpose Just as
wall, we would prefer to substitute for 1963 figures which are comparable 
to those prepared recently for Che 1968 examination.

In 1963 an attempt was made through our Regional Offices to locate and 
examine patients who had moved from Macon County. Twenty-four patients 
(19 syphilitic and 5 controls) ware examined. Furthermore, Dr. Rockwell 
spent six weeks conducting examinations in 1963} the two physicians who 
went to Tuskegee in 1968 were chore for just two weeks. Although they 
returned for a Saturday visit later, only four of the 15 patients who had 
been scheduled for examination appeared -- presumably the others had 
learned that spinal fluid examinaciona were being performed. These fac­
tors account, at least in part, for the largo number in the ’’survival 
unknown” column in 1968.

Dr. Clyde V. Kiser
Milbank Memorial Fund 
40 Wall Street
New York, New York 10005

As you will note in reviewing ths reprints of the Tuskegee Study, the 
number of cases originally included in the study varies by author from 
399 to 412 Syphilitic patients and from 192 to 201 nonsyphilitic controls. 
A review of all available records provides the names (including the 1938- 
1939 additions) of 630 individuals, but clinical folders for five of these 
are missing from the files, apparently having been discarded for unknown 
reasons during the course of the study.

Slide 1 of Dr. Brown*a presentation (copy enclosed) showed the initial 
and final classification of the remaining 625 participants. The pencilled 
figures entered on your letter exclude the 14 cases added at the time of 
the second examination since these were not included in the figures pre­
sented by Dr. Rockwell.
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If you wish addition*! InfonMClon* pl«*M

Z^Ucarely yow*» Z>

7

will la. J. BWwn, M. D.

Chief, Venereal OlBeaee Branch

Kncloeuree

EVPrlcetas

)

V

and 94 aaong Cha controle. 
feal fees to call «n ua*

r.
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MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND

February 18, 1969

&
Dear Dr. Brown:

1963

1968

)

syphilitics in 1968 but am not

question
marks are and return the letter.

Very sincerely yours,

f I

CVK:bv

/

«s ('<18)

66 (jji)
412
192

412
192

Syphilitics
Controls

85 (St)
39 Or)

(•9i)

('«■»)
G?i)

? ('onj
?

? 7k)

? ( C7)

40 Wall Street New York >0005 WHitehall 4-4989
Cable Miltnorial New York

53 (1^
36 (14)

Total 
(Original)

Survival
Unknown

242 (iXb)
87 CU)

Syphilitica
Controls

) h Clyde v. Kiser, Ph.D.
Senior Member, Technical Staff

Known 
Living

Known
Dead

1 RobeTt Drown mentioned 276 known dead for the
--- euro.

It will bo oatinfaetory to put the numbers where the c :.L' 
, -  - -  I realize, of course, that there was

some shifting of otatus as between syphilitics and controls.

william j. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
National Communicable Disease Center
Department of Health, Education, and
welfare

Atlanta, Georgia 30333

Table 2 (Je’iaHn^^ ^S^i^RjSen^obfraid^Moore^he ?u8keegee° 

jSjy of UMoated Syphilis, Archives of Internal Medicine, December, 
1964, p. 7 94. ’

. 1 aPPrec'3tc it if you or Dr. Robert Brown would fill in
the blanks if the available data make this convenient.
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TO:

MEMORANDUM

TO August 9, 1972DATE.

FROM Assistant Director for Operations

SUBJECT; Tuskegee Study

Attachment

J

As you requested, attached is a summary of the ad hoc cornnittee meeting 

held bebruary 6, 1969, to consider the Tuskegee Study.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

Mr. Dennis Weisman
Staff Assistant to the Assistant Secretary 

fur Health and Scientific Affairs

Mr.1 We^man, Room 5614, N/HEW, phone 33021
\ ~~ ---------

ajUL— ? • ki
William C. Watson, Jr.
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SUMMARY OF AD HOC FETING ON TUSKEGEE STUDY

An ad hoc committee meeting was convened Thursday,

February 6, 1969, at 1 p,m. in Conference Room 207, National

Communicable Disease Center, to examine data from the Tuskegee

Study and offer advice on continuance of this Study. Participants 

included:

Committee Members: .

«

Resource Persons:

r

’TV

>•

r
t 

j

Dr. Gene Stollerman
Chairman, Dept, of Medicine
University of Tennessee, Memphis

I
i

Dr. J, Lawton Smith
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
University of Miami

Dr. Sidney Olansky
Professor of Medicine
Dept, of Internal Medicine
Emory University Clinic, Atlanta

Dr. Bobby 0, Brown, VDRL, NCDC
Mrs. Eleanor V. Price, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr, Joseph Caldwell, VD Branch, NCDC 
Dr, Paul Cohen, VDRL, NCDC

Dr. Ira Myers
State Health Officer 
Montgomery

Dr. Clyde Kaiser
Senior Member Technical Staff
Milbank Memorial Fund
New York City

»

!.

k 

f
f.

Dr. Johannes Ipsen, Jr.
Professor

Dept, of Community Medicine
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
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Attending:

Dr. U. S. G. Kuhn, III, VDRL, NCDC

Miss Genevieve W. Stout, VDRL, NCDC

Considerations were:

♦

1.

2.

3.

»

(

Dr; H. Bruce Dull
Assistant Director, NCDC

Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, VD Branch, NCDC

The purpose of the meeting was to determine if the Tuskegee Study 
should be terminated or continued.

Clarification of a variety of risk factors associated with 
morbidity and mortality from late syphilis.

I
I
I
I

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

At the time of this meeting there were only seven patients whose 
primary cause of death was ascilbud uu ayphilia.

i
I

I
t
I
I

Clarification of the relationship of serology to morbidity 
from syphilis.

The potential benefits to be achieved from contiuulag the study at 
this time were:

r
I

i-
I
I
I
I 
V 
I
I
i.

Clarification of the relationship of syphilis to pathological 
findings.

1. Current welfare of study participants
2. Adequacy of follow up of study participants
3. Original purposes and design of study in 1932
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was uwnsldered.
I

I
The meeting was terminated with several salient points:

1. Treatment for these patients was not indicated unless they
had signs of active syphilitic disease.

2. Medical follow up of all survivors should be intensified.

3.

4.

5.

Mooting adjourned at 4:10 p .tn.
•2

i
7*

I•» ***

«

r 
»

4

f

I

i

L
I

I
f

i

I
i
I

Knowledge of medical value could be gained by continuing 
to record information gained cither through medical follow 
up or from pathological examinations in the study group.

The Macon County Health Department and the Tuskegee Institute 
have been fully cognizant of the study. The Public Health 
Service should increase its contact with both thf Macon County 
Health Department and the Macon County Medical Society to help 
them to assist more fully in ths continuance of the study.

This typA of study would never be repeated.

*- - . m‘ .. ..

| ' •»

Full treatment of the survivors originally in the syphilitic group 
---- The dangers to patients suffering irotn cardiovascular

or neurological conditions from late Herxheiiner’s reactions were 
emphasized.

5

i
»
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1968 until
vas completed.

from ouesiie t!lc Nidonol “ P«tesG10„als

/2x> ,
)

augment the otaff

that each person still in tha

Sincerely your6>
:

WlllLam J, Brown,
1- . 9

Branch

;

1

demonstrated that aerfveT! . 7 8 830 and old«» unless it 7.

judpnent fiinc0 tIw ^Lch U & mtter ^dLalthe risks to the individual, Ch tn^y offset against
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WJBrovn.'tug

coapetent professionalg have studio 
perSon otul ln th.hx“:jj:db:he

I 
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i

^Petcr J* Bu*tun
17^0 Ktw>rny Street
San Francisco, California $4133

Dear Mr, Buxtun:

I have delayed ----

You can be secured that 
point you made and 
evaluated fully.

V z'

Followiny the review

/• • 

/ 

t

we assembled

— w —**xwaa M 1)
Chief, Venereal Disease

S«41nS <««««,“ rOt^,d£ “V Unstb,

6??“» oH.

I

1

I

ll”icn department and tha Loc^r^r;;-"^0?^ ,̂ the Macon County

» our coMsirta. of hi„hIy

of the ctudy 
persons of thia
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5/29/69

18tter ot 27 9h«t you aald has
Siven we much to think aOout.

t

enn-

no\

.7 „ . 11 uphills, "hoii' 3tatuo an "volunteera with auci«l
/S further eroded/the -ranting of certain inducements (such 

2 “T1*1 «xPoneds treatment for other dUeaues). At this time

ooserven that "percentages

• - > *.

Thus I must now ask: what is the ethical

Very truly yours,

I

f • .

-j.

i!
I

In youi letter you mention c.  
outside the National Communicable Diseaso

... At this time 
there is no proper cure 
~------ j. neaviliy-infected

I

i
!

I

thing to do? Compensate 
of all the subjects? Cr should 

survivors and hope that will end

There is a great disparity of-knowledge
- * •

damage and early death has been 
-------------u of the survivors.

! a choice of ending their days free 
•k

« * •'

s-
;h- -.‘.K

i

a committee of professionals from 
i Center, end their

•. ■*.

i

i
i
i

? K. ~

.Dr, William J. Brown
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch,
National Communieablo Diaease Center
Atlanta, Georgia ’

Dear Dr. Brown:

Peter J. Buxtun
1730 Kearny St.,
S«n Francisco

iq^rv f a11 ia round be a proper cure for syphilis.
tUd{ OD3erve!’ that "percentages...indicate that

combined mortality and morcidlty are consistently higher among the
Sy5htlid\iC3"- ? °ther W0XdS’ " men Js

iXr/f T A dJe e’I±y and Surfer physical disability in the 
interest of medical science. There is a great disparity 
between the -volunteers- and the men running the study. 
1969: Prooably n>08t of the physical

now turn. I
... .... ... L-: r.>i ..asxQOiixs aia not include any
or that the legal aspects of the study were not pursued, 
^n/ r «>r ZV _____ A_L_. JI . • J •*

1933: USPHS oegins a long-term, autopay-oriented, human
73 r. , /A Fl O II i, a —- _   J « “ . . ■

The s““.''Ct6 are largely unidaeat.d and q^ite lgnorlni\r,the1efi'ecta

l^r^rofesaiond d.ternlnaUo; Mut medical" S

1C?*1 H3I’ect3 of the sfc^y that I now turn. I
assume that the committee of professionals did not include any

a3p',cts °f th° -«>“»“->• 
would analyze the situation:

ation study on

sufier/ed, and advanced age prevents the treatment 
They no longer could exercise
from syphilis. ’ •.

^!^LSUrVlvors? Compensate the families
NCDC await the quiet demise of the 
the matter?

t’hlf ^^tment of the Tuskegee Study group is not,at
ference whwr ’’ •“ 2’? t'?0*11 thiS p9int beins n,adft in our e™- 
with the liinta' and 1 cannot say that I disagree 
rt Lthe medica?- aspects involved. In short, I am forced to cone

..•indicate that

,?L

the study might be justified because: (1) t.._ „ 
for aypnilio (2) the study gruup tuaen from a 
and little-treated area.

1950: A study report

- . * . ------------- , ----- -a experiment-
the morbidity and mortality of untreated syphilla. •

of untreated syphilis, Tho
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DMr Dr. tob«rt«on:

Sincerely youre,

EVPriceJag

I
(

Dr. Alexander Robertson 
Executive Director 
Milbank MMorial Fund 
40 Well Street 
New York* N. Y. 10005

i 

i 

i

i 

I

I

i

Since the Adviaory Coanlttae meeting laat February, we have met with the 
Medical Society or Macon County, Alabama, and have furnished each of its 
nembera with a Hat of surviving participants in the Tuskegee Study. 
Although assured of their cooperation* we feel that analysis of the data 
assembled to date should await a more favorable national climate.

In ths meantime we are continuing to collect as much Information as 
possible. During 196$, six deathif^eported and autopsies were performed 
in three instances.

It is hoped that your Soard of Directors understands the situation and 
will grant us sufficient funds to continue through 1970.

William J. Brdwn, M« D. 
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
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date: February 24, 1969
TO

Chief, Venereal Disease BranchFROM

Draft— reply to Mr. Peter BuxtunSUBJECT :

His letter is

have letter prepared.

William J. Brown, Medical Director

Enclosures

f

}

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

DEl’ARTMkNT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION’, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

_n j^v V7__________
weir eliminaFF^aste deduction hooiam

I have attached a draft reply to Mr. Peter Buxtun.

also attached. After you have made comments and changes, I will

Do you wish to sign or shall I?

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum
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Dear Dr. Brown:

i

!{ <■- < t

cc: DI
v7 . ’

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, Venereal DiRenno Branch,
Communicable Disease Center,
Atlanta, Georgia

■ w ■
• r <

/
z-^ '

I again am writing you with legard to the study of un­
treated Syphilis in the male negro. It has been well over a 
year since I last commum.oated with you in this regard. In 
that period ol time, J have loft the USPHS, and ao am no 
longer informed as to CDC prejecta.

Very truly yojir-a,
zC---

Pet«fr /. Buxtun/

*

I hhineatly hope that you will inform me that the study 
group has been, ox soon will be, treated.

When we discussed the matte)- in Atlanta, I told you 
that T had grave mnrfi I dniibt.H as In the propriety of this 
study. While I could see the justification and propriety of 
the study at ■> te inception, and even up to the time of the 
widespread use of penicillin, I could not condone the con- 
ti niiHti on of this study up to the present day. While I must 
grunt the danger ol treating aged syphilitics, and while I 
Hm sure medical science has bonerjtied by the study, I ctill 
must advocate the following points:
I. ) The group is 1DO% nogro. Thin in atccli io political

dynamite and subject to wi]a journalistic misinterpret­
ation. It alco iollowo the thinking of negro militants 
that negros have long been used for ’’medical experiments” 
and "teaching cuneo" in the eir.ergency w&rde of county 
hospitals.

»?.) The group is not composed of "volunteers with social 
motives”. They ait laigcly uneducated, unsophisticated, 
ana quite ignorant of the effects of uuLrcatwd syphilis.

J. ) Today it would be morally unethical to begin such a study
with such a group. Probably not. even the suasion of 
belonging to the "Nurae Pivexs Burial Society" would be 
sufficient inducement.

Peter J. Buxtun
I 730 Kearny St., 
San Francisco

z •?”;

Pet«fr Buxtun/
1/&U Zeal ny St ., 
San Francisco
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DRAFT

VU conpUked.

The question

■

to the

i

i

a«« « o( th. , vtry

onnlttee of highly competent profeeeltmele

i
I

Sincerely youre,

Wllllan j. Brown, M.D.

I
I
I

I
i
I
I

I have delayed anewerlng your letter of late Noveober 1968 

until a planned review of the Tuskegee Study

Follows, th. y, a eo^ott^ ef

fro. out.ld. th. M.tun.1 C«™nlc.bl. cBt.r to eol>,td,r aU

"Mot. of thf. lo^-t.™ «udy, foeudlng th. point you h.v. md. io 

r~r Utfr, nraalyi tr-tin, th. r^ioio, p.r.on,

regarding treatment, our c 

did not agree nor reeoomend that 

youngest living meaber of the 

of treating persons of this 

active disease is present, 

benefits of such therapy 

individual.

that

since the

Mr. Peter J. Buxtun 
1730 Kearny Street 
San Francisco, California

Dear Mr. Buxtun:

the study group be treated. The 

study group is 69 years old. 

age and older, unless it is demonstrated 

is a euitter of medical judgment

oust be offset against the risks

out the need for the State Health Officer 

Officer of Macon County, Alabama to become 

mded that the local fedLeal 

raora closely into the study.

competent professionals have studied the 

person Still in the study will be evalusted

The committee did point

of Alabama and the Health

*>re intimately involved. They also roCl

Society of Tuskegee be brought 

Ton can ba assured that

point you made and that each 

fully.
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DRAFT

r' /' ■

A

conm/>ttee of professionals

Disease Center

professionals

The

that

to the

/f'l' '•

0£.3‘US^eBee biiuaglu. w

.£2
Sincerely

, m.d

youngest living member of the 

of treating persons of this 

active disease is

I have delayed answering

until a planned review of the

Following the review,

study will be evaluated

JLreei < f •

San Francisco, California 7 •'

Dear Mr. Buxtun:

Cylocal Medlea
><£■'

Mr. Peter J. Buxtun 
1730 Kearny Street

You can be assuned that 

point you made and that 

fully.
f

William J. Bjown, M.D ^ / .

State Health■Officer

» ****•■« tur-beeome

your letter of late November 1968

Tuskegee Study was completed, 

we assembled a
fro. th. N.tlonal CMmmlMbu

«P.«. o£ thl. 10„g.t,„ st(idyj liicluding

your letter; namely: treating the

7

remaining persons In the study group.
Aft.r .x..1„.tlon of th. .nd , very diBcuMion

regarding erMtmnt, our conaltte. of highly comp.t.nt

did not agree

Sincerely yours.
'•/z.

nor r«oi»n«nd that th. .tudy group be treated.

study group is 69 years old. Th. question 

•ge and older, unless it is demonstrated 

present, 1. a matter of medical judgment .inc. the

benefit, of such therapy must be offset against th. risk.

individual. . x
CC^t ' 'k- i Z" r , frlil <

did the c_ ,
th. H^rttt-Mfie^af Macon County^ '

rte^ocal MedlcaL

y

. more ■■int-<■.»«-»jy Involved.'

Society of Tr-1*----- --
we-q

' a- 

. ------ : competent

each person still in the
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•« r •Public Health Service..
#•

*•••

i.

’V.*

9
You may proceed to make your contacts directly with local officers.

We are

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

• 4

z
xtz-' 

•: l-u

a
Pi

•; j ••i ■
.A

"kBZ-: regarding, continuity. The present officers of the Society ere as follows:
■ • •“ *?<'.■'■ <' ■'■ .■■:■■• ••' ~ f K
fe

•* w |4*a « •• ••

•■•V 
? ■ *

7 •.

.::

, Dr. W. H. Y. Smith is improving end out of intensive care,
encouraged by his progress.

»s 1'

• !

: . •' •

.............. ■. *•

NARA 4NS

.xisi-dwn;)..

Secretary Treasurer

I shall attempt to discuss this matter and this action withDr. McRae

.. ' --------------

Ji S ,
...

 i< ...

w1

tion to the project' at this time.
. or publicized. b*.= xx ...... ----------------------- - —-------------------  ----------

. ?M -but hopes they, will be sympathetic with the desires of the Public Health
•• ••..• •'■■•:. : ’ ■ "v‘

This matter has been discussed with the State Board of Health and,

.»../.

__.FEB 18’95

: • e
• ■ 

'. ■

'/W Dr. Ruth R.' Berrey, the County Health Officer, and sho knows of no opposi- 
'vif;; *•— 4-v.x x—+■?»<> cv>n •f'nolfl S4r nat fff»nf»r»llv knnwi
.y/r'.'

•».•• •.

.V -

.'. V’.

■<

Service.. ......

— _______________ ______ ___________________________ ,
: as we discussed at the Advisory Meeting, the Alabama State Board of Health

• • •■'t.'-^refers this matter to the Macon County Medical Society for its decision

. She feels that it is.not generally known ./
She doubts if the Medical Society is aware of .its existence .

10:404-763-7033 

.... State Office Building... 
Montgomery, Alabama . 15104

•I. • J

---- .V . •;•- -9-
t-Vr j? ’ ’ / A

•^Chief Jvenensl Disease Branch ' ------------- -- ---

v.V • ■ -•*

••“.•. . . .»*

., President 
Henry Wendell Foster, M. D-, Vice-President 
Sheridan Howard Settler, Jr., M.' D., !

.•hh-,
■’*; •< 1

rra'i^^s, m. d.
•/. State^ealth Officer ...

'Atlanta, Georgia '30333

Dear Dr. Brown
• • •• • •.«,

I

<.

7. ■.■?■,■•

?
■?

• t

-5^

4Hz-.
•• • ••'-■. .•— r- ■

.....

>Luther Curtis McRae, Jr., M. D

...

.•>>■■■ . >■ ■. L________

.;.<■■■.■.later today.  
Please keep, us informed and if a visit is made we will provide someone to go 
along, or meet you there, if possible.

>;^;Winiem-J<Brotm',;M.'.D.A:.. 

(Thief? Venen*al Disease Dr

^DepartmentVof Health,'Education and-Welfare
rPublic Health Service- ' • ?' :
National.Communicable Disease Center :-■’ll-i:_.• * >< Szv»^->

. ... ... ■.
•• •. • X”’ ■■ ' -• •. . •  ' .• • • >• • • • •

I have discussed the Macon Cdunty Untreated Syphilis Project with .
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were

. >

-.77 J —7 . Qn Ior year’> it »<■ been decided tocall in some consultants to have a critical look at the data to advise 
’’where we should go from here.”

This

He is a member of the Innunization Advisory Committee and suggested that 
our Tuskegee meetine mlohr. ho in l______ * L

mg

5 i

■. j.

• t

• ‘ I <•'

'i . «

9=48 No.005 P.04

. .

• /■ . 
!• ■; * •:

“ V university unnicai Research Centers. L_. . ..................... M,A, WOUia
. at the meeting. He mentioned that at the time the study was initiated.

We will send Dr. Stollerman pertinent data before Atlanta meeting.

Dr. Stollerman will be most happy to assist in any way possible, 
appears to him to ba a "hot potato" from many standpoints— racial, public

.'J

v ’ * • •*•■'** ”

January 15, 1969
■ ■• •••,'•• •■■ - ' ■J * 

..r

 .. .......... ;,.... 
Of--telephone ca*l from Dr. Brown to Dr. Eugene Stollerman, Memphis

V TUSKEGEE STUDY ;. -

- ................................. ...................... -: .

lnVit! Stollerman to COB» to Atlanta to participate 
/^.:;5.&'tln.a;small,. co^ttee meeting to analyse the Tuskegee «♦•■»’» - »»* -

■ also invite Dre. Leighton Cluff and George Comstock.

Brcwn told him briefly that the study

Tuskegee area and about 250 throughout the U.S.

University Clinical Research Centers.

■ -;’4W

/• >• •.» ■ »:•••

• • .i' vr

NARA 4NS

A*-

SBi-T<

• I.- ».»>». I. V

r 1 .
• •. -r
• ■ ••. f: .

imall conmlttee meeting to analyse the Tuskegee Study data. We will 
Dr. Stollerman said he

r ./?w ' ? . ’ ■ • r :•.

.. . . -------- ----- --------------Z was initiated in Macon County.
Alabama in about 1932. Approximately 400 individuals with syphilis were 
selected and also a control group was chosen of about 200 persons of 
comparable ages with no history of syphilis.

Since the study began, someone (from PHS) has gone to Tuskegee about every
5 years to perform a complete physical, including chest x-ray and EKG, on 
the patients. Examinations were performed at the County Health Department 

;clinic. Papers have been published on the findings. Last fall, the 7th 
visit was completed— findings not yet published. Autopsies have been 
performed on about 65Z of the controls and about 58X of the syphilitics. 
The tissue from the autopsies was sent to NIH; however. Dr. Bobby Brown 
la attempting to get this to CDC so he might have a look.

Dr. Stollerman asked how many patients now survive— about 125 still in the 
Tuskegee area and about 250 throughout the U.S. He wondered if it might be

— Uniier«?tvOm?n? ^e remaining patients systematically worked up aththe 
•’> 1! J 1 I Re,earch Centers. Dr. Brown told him this could be discussed

,u< at the meeting. He mentioned that at the time the study was initiated, 
arsenicals were used; now penicillin would be used— this could be dangerous.

S^ce the study has now been going on for 35 years, it has been decided to
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