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Dear Mr. Krislov,

National Archives and Records Administration

Mr. Marvin Krislov
Office of the White House Counsel
Executive Office Building
17th and 10th NW
Washington, D.C.

If you develop a need for additional information that we can help 
you with, or if you have questions about this package, please 
don't hesitate to call.

National Archives—Southeast Region

1557 St. Joseph Avenue EastPoint, Georgia 30344

Here is the package of documents we selected from the Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study material transferred to us from the Centers for 
Disease Control. The documents cover the period 1964 - 1974, and 
were selected because they reflect relationships between CDC and 
health professionals in Alabama, or because they have background 
information about the study you may find useful.

MR. GAYLE P. PETERS, DIRECTOR
National Archives-Southeast Region
(404) 763-7524 fax 763-7033



Dear Dr. Yobs:

^hanking you in advance.

Yours very truly,

I had to go to the Macon County Hospital to get some information for 
Dr. Ashhurst About one of our patients that died there.

(SCA' $

MACON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
TUSKEGEE, ALABAMA

April 17, 1964

-s
3

&'

Would you please send several copies of this list, if available, 
as we have a new physician in town who might be interested also.

Major Thomas who is the Medical Director was extremely interested, 
sorry that he did not know that he was in the study. He would like to 
know who they are so that he can notify me when they are admitted. 
I promised him a list of the patients.

Dr. Anne R. Yobs,
Chief Medical Research,
V. D. Lab,
C. D. C.,
Atlanta, 22, Georgia

Eunice R. Laurie, R. N.
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I regret the delay in looking at these filsf^lms 
for. you. I took ill soon after they arrived. I

cou

tedia i:.e

/rome P^te
Patterson
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e done the best that I 
taken in the P.A 

the/

regret that many of the films have not bbbn taken 
properlyfor our purposes. ^L-ha;
could with.the films.Yhey^shoulj
LOA and ROA positions y£th ppa< 
esophagus at 6 ft. distance/------

Dr. Anne E Yobs
Communicable diseaase Center 
veneral disease research Laboratory
Atlantan Ga,339553
Dear Doctor Yobs:

Mrs. Jerome Peters

1712 Patterson Street

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama 36088

• .>.ay 14,1964

d^M.D.
_.Street

'Tu/kegee Institute, Ala.



May 18, 1964

Dear Nurse Laurie:

FOR THE DIRECTOR:
Sincerely yours.

Enclosures-3

%
Ts'.S'.

Mrs. Eunice R. Laurie
Mscon County Health Departiaent 
Tuskegee, Alebama

fr. 

t

hxaM R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research

Laboratory

Enclosed are three copies of a recently completed over-all 
list of the Tuskegee patients for the use of the Medical 
Director at the VA Hospital and others who may need it. I 
hope this will serve the purpose. We chose to send the 
over-all list instead of the list of those most recently 
examined, in case one of the patients who had been lost to 
follow-up was seen at the hospital.

I have received tissues on two patients from Dr. Ashhurst 
recently. Apparently, he is not taking frozen tissues for 
us. These frozen tissues are most important for a new histo­
chemical specific stain for the Treponema pallidum; this 
stain csnnot be performed on formalin fixed tissue. If you 
should have an opportunity to see Dr. Ashhurst, perhaps a 
discussion concerning the procedure which has been used in 
the past for these frozen tissues would be of help.

I hope that all goes well with you and with those in the 
"society.”

The first paper on the thirty year evaluation is in the process 
of clearance for publication, and Dr. Rockwell is now review­
ing the entire study in preparation for a future statistical 
report.



May 22, 1964

Dear Doctor Peters:

FOR THE DIRECTOR:
Sincerely yours.

Dr, J, Jerome Patera
1712 Patterson Street
TUskegee Institute, Alabama

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research

Laboratory

I do appreciate your attempting to read these and your efforts 
in interpreting all of the x-rays which we have sent you. I 
know this has been a great strain and worry to you, particularly 
recently when you have been ill. I have requested that a check 
be sent to you covering professional services for the four x-rays 
and it should reach you within the next few weeks.

Again, let me express our appreciation of the advice and assistance 
which you have given us, not just this year but all during the 
study.

A report on the 1963 examination of patients on the study is 
being cleared for publication. Dr. Rockwell is spending his
time, prior to leaving the Service July 1, in collating informa­
tion for the preparation of & monograph covering the history of 
this study* The completion of this will be a long-time project, 
of course, but we hope to have it ready for publication within the 
next year or so.

This is to acknowledge receipt of the x-rays which you returned 
with your letter of May 14. I sra sorry some of these had not 
been taken with the views necessary for our purposes. However, 
as you know, it is often difficult to accomplish the desired 
results from a distance.
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Memorandum
date: July 2, 1964TO

FROM : Dr. Arnold Schroete

SUBJECT: Meeting on July 1 concerning the Tuskegee Study

1. Dr. Rockwell will be hired for professional services.

2.

3.

4. Mr. Tuerk will write contract and mail said contract to 
Dr. Rockwell for signature.

His evaluation of charts will not include final evaluation 
and diagnosis which has to be made on the completion of X-ray 
readings and autopsy findings.

This will summarize a meeting with Dr. Rockwell, Mrs. Price, 
Mr. Donohue, Mr. Tuerk, Dr. Gillespie and myself about the hiring of 
Dr. Rockwell to finish a review of the charts of the Tuskegee Study 
for further tabulation by Mrs. Price.

He will complete the work within a two-month period 
and on completion of work he will receive payment of $500.00.

Discussion at the meeting centered around the availability of someone 
qualified to do this specific work. Everyone present agreed that 
Dr. Rockwell was fully qualified especially since he had the background 
experience of working with the Tuskegee Study personally. He had also 
reviewed some 325 charts and this gave him additional experience. 
If someone else were to do the review, it would take at least a month 
or two to gain background and information to understand the project. 
We also discussed details of evaluation of each chart. Approximately 
125 charts had not been completed and needed evaluation. Each chart 
would require reading on the average of three EKG's and the evaluation 
of about three to five histories and physicals. He suggested $500.00 
as the price for the total job. He also mentioned that he felt he 
could complete the particular work within the two-month period. It 
was felt by Dr. Gillespie and Mr. Tuerk that the work should be 
completed within this period of time before Dr. Rockwell became too 
busy in his private practice. The price suggested was considered 
very reasonable with the amount of work involved. Conclusions of the 
meeting are as follows:

Dr. Anne-Yobs
: VDRL, Chamblee

Through: Dr. Wilbur E. Deacon '/

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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I hope that this meets with your approval.

cc
Dr. W. Brown
Dr. Gillespie
Mr. Tuerk
Mr. Donohue
Mrs. Price

The charts will be shipped by registered mail to Dr. Rockwell 
to avoid any damage in shipping. The charts should also be sent 

back to us in the same manner.
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January 6, 1965

i

Dear Mrs. Laurie;

Best wishes for the new year.

Sincerely yours.

Enclosure

I
i

Mrs. Eunice R. Laurie
Post Office Box 354
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama 36088

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research 
Venereal Disease Research

Laboratory

It is often difficult for professional people to remember 
what it feels like to be a patient. Perhaps it does us all 
good to be sick once in a while just to regain the patient’s 
point of view.

'•I

I am enclosing a copy of the latest publication about the 
society members. This is a result of the evaluation in 
1963. We are also sending a copy to Doctor Peters. We 
have not heard anything of him recently and hope he is well.

What good news in your letter of December 151 All of us 
are delighted and send our best wishes to you for a very 
rapid recovery.

Sox 8-

C'T-SdJ. V" r



July 8, 1965

Dear Dr. Yobbs,

I hope to get something accomplished shortly.

ville.

He said, he

Sincerely yours.

Your letter of the second came today I think I am doing al-
I am having to adjust

Dr. Anne R. Yobbs
Chief Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research Lab.
Atlanta, Georgia

frozen 
the ice 
is on

MACON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
TUSKEGEE. ALABAMA

Dr. Ashhurst has gone to Meharry Medical College in Nash- 
He suggested that you contact Dr. C. L. Chu who is on the 

staff of pathology at the V.A. Hospital, explain to him in detail 
the proceedures. He might do the autopsies for us.
had talked to him about the work.

I am sure you are wondering what has happened to the 
specimen. Well, it is still in the freezer. I have to get 
from Opelika. The driver who has been delivering it for me 
vacation and it seems that I can’t feet.through to tte relief persons.

right, not moving as fast as before surgery. I am having to adjust 
ny speed. I only lost the big toe on the right foot, didn’t realize 
that each part has a duty to perform.

Your mental telepathy is wonderful because the society members 
are becoming disturbed because we had not seen them this year. I had 
told them that you would be seeing us later in the year, that possibly 
there are many changes of the staff, and as soon as you are adjusted we 
would be hearing from you. I was in some of the homes last week where 
they were wondering if you had forgotten us. When I assured them that 
you had not, they were satisfied. Anytime you plan a visit for them 
will be alright for most of them are not working. Several are home­
bound. There will more home visits.

Eunice R. Laurie



A.

Dm. Lucas, Utley, Sparling, Yobs, and Mrs. Price were in attendance.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

I
J

1
Mir s ’

Drs. Utley and Sparling along with Mrs. Price will aako a 
preliminary visit to Tuskegee, Thursday, September 30, to 
raake the necessary local arrangements prior to the roundup.

It was decided the roundup would be held October 25-29, 1965, 
with both Drs. Sparling and Utley going to Tuskegee.

The following is a svtacsary of the meeting held July 26, 1965, concerning 
the proposed Tuskegee Soundup.

'i •

~r

s

Mrs. Price will be in charge of obtaining the necessary 
supplies for the roundup.

v. ■ ’ ’ •

Dr. Yobe will contact Dr. J. Lawton Smith of the University 
of Miami concerning the possibility of his sending an 
opthalmologiat to Tuskegee during the roundup to perform 
an ophthalmologic examination on the ourviving patients. 
Dr. Tubs will also contact the local Tuskegee Veterans 
Administration Hospital’s officials concerning the use of 
their facility during the roundup.

It was decided that 40 el of blood would be obtained from 
each patient with the miniws serologic testing to consist 
of a VDBL test, a TFT test, and a FTA-ABS test.



Kr
ly 20, 1965

I
L, Chu, If.©,

Dear Doctor Chu:

3-
• i

-------- •.ion/in
/ effort 

■xwrfcers , 
patWlq 
Doctor

I
I
I
i
i
I

£•» - J s?

Ve would be happy to have you aasusne the dutiea of Pathologist for tw in 
eoaaectfon with thia project. I can not, of course, predict the nusibcr 
of autopsies for any one year; Iwever, in 1964 there were el^ht autopsies 
in 1963 eight deaths with five autopsies, and thus far in 1965 there has 
been one autopsy. Honeys supplied by the Milbank Foundation Fund and 
handled by the Treasurer of the Tuskegee Institute, provide ressuneratfon

Fathologiat
Veterans AdMnistr&tfon Ito spit a I
Tuskegee, Alabassa

7-------—---- ---- Until his rctiremat, Dr. .fosse Patera,
legist, perfonsed these autopsies for us. Following h’s 

—--------- w -r—Ashhnrst assuaed this responsibility. Po®t-!3orte»
exa^inatfon^aw been standard cosHplete gross oxasainatfons including the 
*‘“J proper poraissfon was granted. Formalin^fixed tissues hwo

seat,/ta the Rational Institutes of flea 1th for microscopic 
and- copies of the gross protocol to SIR and to ua at the Venereal 
is/ Branch. In addition, since 1961 when an experimental pathology 
:dtory was set up in the Venereal Disease Sasearch Laboratory, we 
askad that duplicate fised and fooron tissues be sent to us. Ve 

particularly interested in studying the brain, hsart, aorta end 
^fessels, liver, kidney, and Inguinal lyr>ph nodes with brightfield stains 
«ad with izmtsochmfosl stains.

/
//

/ /
Mrs. Eunice R. Laurie, Public Health Service Nurse in Tuskegee, has 
notified us of your eppointaent as Pathologist at the Veterans Zdnin- 
istratfoa Hospital tbnre. Doctor Ash hurst taay have discussed with you 
the long-ter® project studying tha /course of untreated Byphtlls fo the 
adult zaalo which the United States Public Health Service has carried 
on in Macon County, Alabama, since 1932. In thia study, groups of 
aeroreactive saen with latent syphilis and groups of seronegative normal 

of sfoifor egas have been ojcaenltMsd and tested at intervale by 
Service physic Ians. Hrs. Laurie has been our pereanart contact with 
those taea. /

Because of tlx© ages of participants when the project began, there has 
been ©or;® attrition in both groups over the years. Wh®n deaths have 
occurred, sv&ry effort has been ®sde to secure pemiasfon frtaarthe fosally 
for a post-nortwr er^iurtfon. Until his retirement. Dr. fosse Petora. 
serving as i
retiresfisnt,
i

head whaney;
been
tfon
Msei
Uta
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'I

2.

Sineamly yours.

UiJ. firwm, K.C.
Chief, Vemreal Diae«3K> branch

her

i

1 will be losrklng foward to hearing fxm you cad will supply is-csssary 
ad4twees sbeuW you agree to sorw es mtioUgist for thia study.

et $25.as per mitopey for th* pathologist. We w»ld wnt
to ©ofttinu® the eurswt for H&sim&s a»d protoctsls.

If yoa should have ^juaetiose whleh rmala ucanswered, X asa sure either 
WU or l^iHstor Peters (hesltb jsersslttlBg) would be b.ap^y to 

discuss tMs study with you, or you ssay call w collect at area code 
404, 433-3311, iistenaioa 707.



I r’

/

August 4, 1965

Dear Mrs. Laurie:

Enclosed herewith you vlll fladi

(1)

Proposed schedule of visits.(2)
I

List sod addresses of surviving saesabers.(3)

If you think of say details which have been overlooked, please let us
know.

WLlft&res

cur
This

cc: Regional Health Director, PBS, Atlanta
Attention: Chief, CDC Services

9 s—*

Mrs. Eunice a. Laurie
Macon County Health Department 
Tuskegee, Alabama

Dreft of a letter, written for your signature, to centers 
of the study.

A generous supply of APC tablets, vitanin capsules, tonic and powder 
boxes has been ordered.

The week of October 25, 1965, has tentatively been selected for 
visit to Macon County to see the members of the Tuskegee Study, 
year two of our young physicians - Dr. Utley and Dr. Sperling - are 
coning. They also plan a pre-survey visit on Septenber 30, at which 
time Mrs. Price will accoapany them. It is hoped that these dates 
are satisfactory for all concerned.

I
William J. brown, M. D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

Sincerely yours,
f\')/

T-s.r. - GiVEML.

It would be appreciated if you would review these enclosures, making 
any changes in ths letter or schedule which you desire and correcting 
the list of names and addresses on the basis of your present knowledge. 
Non-residents have been included in ths hope that sesm may have return­
ed to Macon County. After you return the revised copies to us, we will 
have the letter and schedule duplicated, the envelopes addressed, and 
labels for the blood tubes typed, as in the past.



8-17-65

Dear Anne,

If we examined both the Sigma

confrontation fields, and dilated indirect ophthalmoscopic examinations.

You might mention this idea to Branch

Rabbit 647 serum is en route byEnclosed are some notes on animals seen today.

>r._

Dr. Anne Yobs 
c/o VDRL
Atlanta, Ga. 30303

FROM THE DESK OF: 

J. LAWTON SMITH. M. D.

1638 N. W. 10th AVENUE 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136

to get their reactions to that, for I imagine they will also examine the controls too. 
Enclosed are some notes on animals seen today. Rabbit 647 serum is en route by 

Dr. Wells today-- we will be anxious t>o get the material for FA stains!
Sincerely,

J.Lawton Smith,MD

NEURO-OPHTHAIMOLOGY

BASCOM PALMER EYE INSTITUTE

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

TELEPHONE: 379-3191 (AREA 305)

_2 about the proposed trip to Tuskegee in October, the 
that it might be more informative if they would be able^to

bring some (or all)of the control patients back too. 1- ---------- - - 

light-near
these two groups, and to what degree of accuracy.

After thinking some m ore 
thought occurred to me I

group and the control group, knowing nothing about who was who, and got their vision, 
pupillary reactions, external eye photos., slit lamp examinations, intraocular pressures, 
confrontation fields, and dilated indirect ophthalmoscopic examinations, it would be 
most interesting to see if from neuro-ophtha Imologic criteria (e.g. optic atrophy, 

dissociation of the pupils, iris atrophy,and the like) we could differentiate
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August 18, 1965

Dear Dr. Robertson:

QEVPrice/msg I

Willia
Chief,

I

J. Brown, M. D.
livision of Venereal Disease

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alexander Robertson
Executive Director
Milbank Memorial Fund
40 Wall Street
New York, New York

X

I regret that I have not yet had the opportunity to review the Tuskegee 
Study with you personally. However, if you have any reservations relative 
to my request, I shall be happy to have the member of my staff who is pres­
ently in charge of the study, Dr. Anne Yobs, ccaae to New York to discuss 
it with you.

Although I hesitate to presume on your generosity, I wondered if Milbank 
would consider increasing its allocation of $100.00 per autopsy to $175.00. 
This would permit us to offer a pathologist $100.00 for his services - a 
fee well below standard. The remaining $75.00, as now, would go towards 
the burial expenses of the deceased. During the three years from June 1962 
through June 1965 there has been an average of seven deaths with five autop- 
sied per year. If deaths continue at this rate, it would still be possible 
to operate under the grant of $1200 which Milbank has made to us annually 
for the last few years.

. <•»

During the course of the Tuskegee Study, which the Milbank Manorial Fund 
has so generously supported, we have been fortunate in having the services 
of Dr. Jesse J. Peters, formerly pathologist at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital in Tuskegee, Alabama. From the initiation of the study in 1932 
until his retirement because of ill health in 1963, Dr. Peters performed 
the gross autopsies for us. Due to his personal interest in the study we 
were able to obtain his services at a very nominal fee per autopsy - 
$15.00 from 1932 to 1952, $25.00 since then.

cc: Dr. Anne

On Dr. Peters’ retirement in 1963 his assistant. Dr. Aahhurst, who had per­
formed many of the autopsies in Dr. Peters* absence, graciously consented 
to carry on the study. Our good fortune ceased, however, when Dr. Ashhurst 
recently resigned to take a teaching position at Meharry Medical College. 
We have been unsuccessful in our efforts to replace him, chiefly because of 
the small remuneration we are able to offer.

I
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August 24, 1965

/Dear Doctor Smith:

a

Please let me hear from you concerning your decision on this matter.

Sincerely yours.

ARYobs;mvl

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

\

J. Lawton Smith, M.D.
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33136

'I

<SP< £

■Hie Venereal Disease Branch of the Communicable Disease Center will be 
unable to give any financial support to an ophthalmologic evaluation 
of patients in the Untreated Syphilis (Tuskegee) Study. This is due to 
limited funds for our expanding research program this fiscal year.

As you know, the patients in this study are scattered throughout Macon 
County, Alabama. Over the years, wu have maintained contact with them 
through a full-time Public .Stealth nurse who is stationed in Tuskegee. 
Should you be interested in performing this evaluation without our 
financial assistance, I can arrange for our nurse to aid you in the 
location and transportation of patients. You might also arrange to 
set up a suitable temporary examining facility in the Macon County 
Health Department.

V
*

<•

If you are interested in the evaluation under these conditions, I suggest 
that a member of your staff accompany Doctors Sparling, Utley and Yobs, 
and Mrs. Price, when they visit Tuskegee on September 30. This trip is 
for the purpose of making arrangements for the 1965 survey and would afford 
an orientation to the project, environs, and working conditions. It 
would also be preferable for your examination to coincide with the 1965 
survey which is planned for the week of October 25. At that time addi­
tional help would be available. I would suggest, also, that you survey 
patients in the field as our physicians work and transport only selected 
ones to and from the examining facility.

Since meaningful interpretation of such examinations would require 
historical data and serologic test results from the 1965 Branch survey. 
Dr. Wilbur E. Deacon would have to be a co-author on any resulting 
paper. It would also be necessary to clear such papers through the 
Venereal Disease Branch Editorial Board prior to their submission to 
journal for publication.

1

i



Suggested letter for patients outside of Macon County

Dear Sir:

I sincerely hope that youjwnijnake every effort to cooperate with him 
since you will receive a<“avard for your cooperation during the last 30
years and for your valuable contribution to medical research.

Sincerely yours.

I

Eunice Rivers Laurie, R. N. 
Public Health Service

Participants in the Tuskegee Research Study are being examined again 
this year by a Public Health Service doctor. Although you no longer 
live in Macon County we are anxious to include you in the study.

In the near future a representative of the Public Health Service will 
come to visit you to make arrangements for your physical examination.

BW § 
~TSS'

!

I

I
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Suggested letter for patients in Macon County area

Dear Sir:

In appreciation of your cooperation during the Last 30 years and for your 
valuable contribution to aedical research, you will be presented aa^d^ard.

Sincerely yours.

I sincerely hope, therefore, that you will make every effort to see the 
doctor when you are notified.

Eunice Rivers Laurie, R. K. 
Public Health Service

”8/
/

The Public Health Service doctor who was here last fall plans to return to 
Tuskegee about the 23rd of July for a visit of several weeks. During that 
time he would like to see you at the Veterans Administration Hospital, if 
you are able; if not, he will visit you at your home.

I will notify you 2 or 3 days in advance of the exact day on which the 
doctor will expect you and I will let you know at that time when and where 
I will meet you to take you to the hospital. Since the examination will 
take a little time, lunch will be provided at the hospital before you are 
returned home.



Tuesday, October 26, 1965

Wednesday, October 27, 1965

Thursday, October 28, 1965

i.

Friday, October 29, 1965

8:30 - 12:00Macon County Health Department

i

Simmons Chapel
Mt. Zion
Shiloh

Oak Grove 
Brownville #2
Brownville #1
Pine Grove 
Mt. Pleasant

8:30 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 
11:30 A.M. 
1:00 P.M. 
1:45 P.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
2:30 P.M/ 
3:00 P.M. 
3:45 P.M.

8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M.

10:45 A.M.

8:30 A.M.
9;30 A.M. 

10:45 A.M. 
1:15 P.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
3:00 P.M.

Coopers Chapel
Creek Stand
Cross Roads
Swanson
Hannon 
Roba
Armstrong
Ft. Davis
Mt. Nebo

12:30
1:30 p.M.- - 

-2+45-1^4^-----
___

3cA5-P-^U __

Hardaway
Prairie Farm Clinic
Pinkston Store
Milstead
Walkers Chapel
Bethel Grove

fov 8
Tsr- 1’5'

• I

X
7 1/6

____ ! 30 
' 7 S' h
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Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
Dept. Health, Education and Welfare
Crwe mt cable Disease Center
Atlanta 22, Georgia

Dear Dr. Brown:
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if you dean this very important, and it appear* that thia would be raaaonable, t 
I will try to mka arrangenanta for Dr. John A. Welle to go, who ia now

- working with ma aa a research fellow in ocular and neuroayphilia. On reviewing 
your letter, I an sure that the Macon County Health Department would be a 
quite adequate facility for us to uae for these atudiea.

I am taking the liberty of Bending copies of your note, and thia reply 
to Dr. Deacon, and Dr. Yoba, ao that we will all be in contact about thia 
exciting proposal. Please give na your thoughts and reactions and suggestions, 
and I look forward to continued cooperation with your group. With best 
wishes, I am.

Oe^MnKNT Of OfHTHAIMOLOOY> UMve^VTY Of tCHOOi. Of Mlt ffO^mweST TtNTM AVCMUf . MMM /TOMM M/N

—

To: Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 
Coonunicable Disease Center ■ 
Atlanta 22, Ga. (page two)

_________  __________J. Schats ia a board eligible neurologist who has just 
finished his Neurology residency at Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia,' and ia 
here working with ma this year. It just occurred to me that it would be even 
more valuable to take Dr. Schats with us, so that he could perform a screening 
type neurological exandnaticn on these patients, to get an idea of the incidence 
of sensory loss, reflex changes, etc. If you would also like to include this 
parameter, I would be glad to Invite Dr. Schats. If your facility could help us 
pay transportation expenses and maintenance while in Tuskegee, it would, of course, 
be greatly appreciated. If this is impossible, however, we will arrange support, . 
perhaps from a local Lions club if possible, jla

i’

e

4 s
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J. Lawton Smith, MD
Assoc. Prof. Ophthalmology 
Assoc. Prof. Neurosurgery
Asst. Prof. Neurology
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September 7, 1965

Dear Doctor Zlzsa:

I

Y

X

This service would involve the performance of a standard complete gross 
post-mortem examination including the head, whenever proper permission 
was granted, the preparation of a gross protocol, and the taking of

Because of the ages of participants when the project began, there has 
been some attrition in both groups over the years. When deaths have 
occurred, every effort has been made to secure permission from the 
family for a post-mortem examination. Until his retirement because of 
ill health in 1963, Dr. Jesse J. Peters, formerly pathologist at the 
Veterans Administration Hospital in Tuskegee, served as pathologist for 
this study, performing the gross autopsies. Upon his retirement, his 
former assistant. Doctor Ashurat, who had performed many autopsies in 
Doctor Peters’ absence, agreed to carry on the study.

Dr. Frank Zizza
Chief, Pathology Department
Veterans Administration Hospital
Tuskegee, Alabama

I !|

In July 1965 I wrote to Doctor Chu asking him to assume the duties of 
pathologist in connection with our study. However, he did not feel he 
could undertake this responsibility. Since that time the Milbank Memorial 
Fund, which has supported the Tuskegee Study, has graciously agreed to 
increase its allocation to the pathologist for this study to $100.00 per 
autopsy. Because of the previous misunderstanding and the increased 
allocation, I am writing to ask you to undertake the responsibilities of 
pathologist for our study.

1

I
I

During the summer we were informed that Doctor Chu had replaced Doctor 
Ashurst as pathologist in the Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Tuskegee, Alabama. Since that time, additional information from 
Mrs, Eunice R. Laurie, public health nurse assigned in Tuskegee, has 
indicated that the earlier information was in error and that you are 
the Chief of the Pathology Department there. I am therefore writing 
to you somewhat belatedly in regard to the long-term project ’’Study of 
the Course of Untreated Syphilis in the Adult Male.” The U. S. Public 
Health Service has pursued this project in Macon County, Alabama, since 
1932. In this study, groups of seroreactive men with latent syphilis 
and groups of seronegative normal men of similar ages have been examined 
and tested at intervals by Service physicians. Mrs. Laurie has been our 
permanent contact with these men.

!
I

I
I
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tissue to be used for microscopic study

duplicate formalin fixed tisanes and

responsible for all packing and shipping of

I

ARYobs:mvl

cc: nr.
L/fes

i

I

> James Lucas
s. Eleanor Price

any one year, 

and thus far in 1965

iI

*

I

However, in 1963 there 
r
deaths and one autopsy.

I would be happy to have

i
I

I
I

Sincerely yours.

vessel; 1 ; r h? in studying the brain, heart, aor

specimens,
I cannot, of course, predict the number of autopsies for ar.  
However, in 1963 there were eight deaths and five ^topU^ 

ei8ht autopsies, and thus far in 1965 thers^^a

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch



September 9, 1965

Dear Dr. Robertson:

35
65
85

$ 6,125
11,375
14,875

Funds required 
on basis of 

$175 per autopsy

Thank you for your letter of August 24 graciously consenting to an 
increase in the fee for the patlxologist performing the autopsies for 
the Tuskegee Study and assuring us of your continued financial support.

These 123 participants are divided almost equally between syphilitic 
patients and nonsyphilitic controls. All are over 50 years of age;
53 have passed 70. On the basis of the 1959-1961 age-specific death 
rates for nonwhite males in the South Atlantic States, the expected 
number of deaths and the estimated funds required for autopsies are 
as follows:

i

Alexander Robertson, M. D. 
Executive Director
Milbank Memorial Fund
40 Wall Street
New York, New York 10005

Period 
of time 
covered

Expected 
number of 
deaths

Your suggestion for a final grant, rather than small annual ones, to 
cover the remaining participants in the study, seemed like an excellent 
idea. However, in working up some figures to see just what this would 
involve, it appeared that a grant for possibly a longer period would be 
taore realistic than a final grant.

As of this writing, there are 270 participants presumed to be living. 
Many of these reside in other areas of the country where no mechanism 
is set up for obtaining autopsies, or their addresses are unknown. 
However, among these 270 survivors is what might be tensed a “hard­
core'* of participants numbering 123, who were examined in our 1963 
round-up and who were still residing in the Macon County area in 
July 1965. Autopsies should be obtainable on all of this group ex­
cept for the few whose families refuse permission or the death notice 
is received too late for post-mortem examination.

5 years
10 ••
15 H
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DRAFT

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Refer to:

Dear Dr. Robertson:

Communicable Disease Center 
Atlanta 22, Georgia

Period 
of time 
covered

35
65
85

$ 6,125
11,375
14,875

Thank you for your letter of August 24 graciously consenting to an in­
crease in the fee for the pathologist performing the autopsies for the 
Tuskegee Study and assuring us of your continued financial support.

Funds required 
on basis of 

$175 per autopsy

Expected 
number of 

deaths

Your suggestion for a final grant, rather than small annual ones, to 
cover the remaining participants in the study, seemed like an excellent 
idea. However, in working up some figures to see just what this would 
involve, it appeared that a grant for possibly a longer period would be 
more realistic than a final grant.

Alexander Robertson, M.D.
Executive Director
Milbank Memorial Fund
40 Wall Street
New York, New York 10005

As of this writing, there are 270 participants presumed to be living. 
Many of these reside in other areas of the country where no mechanism 
is set up for obtaining autopsies, or their addresses are unknown. How­
ever, among these 270 survivors is what might be termed a "hard core" of 
participants numbering 123, who were examined in our 1963 round-up and 
who were still residing in the Macon County area in July 1965. Autopsies 
should be obtainable on all of this group except for the few whose fami­
lies refuse permission or the death notice is received too late for post­
mortem examination.

5 years
10 "
15 "

These 123 participants are divided almost equally between syphilitic 
patients and nonsyphilitic controls. All are qver^SJD .years of age; 53 
have passed 70. On the basis of the 1959-1961,'^eatfi ratej for nonwhite 

males in the South Atlantic States, the expected number of deaths and the 
estimated funds required for autopsies are as follows:



1

-2-

Slncerely yours,

EVPrice/mr

i

cc:
Dr. Anne Yobs

Milbank's generous support of the Tuskegee Study and your personal 
Interest in it are deeply appreciated.

It is my feeling that possibly a 10-year grant of $10,000 to $12,000 
would see the study through to cotnpletion. However, I would like to 
leave the door open for continuation of the study at the end of this 
time if the knowledge gained warrants it.

I
I

William J. Brown, K. ».
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

?>
65
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Dr. Brown September 13, 1965

Dr. Lucas

Tuskegee Study

1

Gillespie
Yobs 

Mrs. Price 
Dr. Sparling 
Dr. Utley

jr

cc:

I explained that Dr. Yobs, Mrs. Price, Dr. Sparling and Dr. Utley 
would be in Tuskegee on September 30 and would contact Dr. Giles 
during their visit.

rav <5"6-w
•I

I spoke with Dr. Giles (Director of the Y. A. Hospital in Tuskegee) 
concerning our needs for a pathologist. Be called to sake sure that 
Dr. Zlzsa would not be violating the government regulation against 
dual compensation if he accepted. I explained that the funds were 
not government money, but rather from the Milbank Fuad. Dr. Giles 
had not been aware of this. He further stated that Dr. Zlxsa was an 
excellent man and was eager to participate. We will be getting a 
letter of acceptance shortly.
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September 14, 1965

t

33136

Dear Dr. Smith.*

Sincerely yours.

bcc 
x/Dr.

fees
Yobs

Mrs. Price

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

Please let me know who will be your representative in 
order that plans for September 30 may be completed.

J. Lawton Smith, M.D.
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue 
Miami, Florida

I was pleased to learn that you are still interested in 
the opthalmologic evaluation of patients in the Tuskegee 
Study under the conditions outlined although we can offer 
no financial support. From your letter it would appear 
that you may have several misconceptions about this study 
and about the facilities available in the Macon County 
area of Alabama. I think it imperative, therefore, that 
you or an experienced member of your staff accompany our 
personnel in a one-day trip to Tuskegee on September 30. 
This trip is being made to complete arrangements for the 
work in October.



October 4, 1965

Dear Lswton:

you

please let me know.
I

I was sorry to hear about your sister and hope she is much improved.

FOR THE DIRECTOR:
Sincerely yours,

Enclosure

6 2?

J. Lawton Smith, M.D.
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute 
1638 Northwest Tenth Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33136

I

When you have made your reservations at Auburn, please let us know 
your choice of motels. I believe both Doctors Sparling and Utley 
would like to be in the same motel with you.

I
I
III

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research

Laboratory

Enclosed is a map of Macon County which should prove helpful later 
this month. Mrs. Laurie can identify those stations which are not 
marked on this map.

It has been decided at Branch level that it would be better for you 
to plan to use space available in the Macon County Health Department 
for the examination of patients. Because of the problems encountered 
last Thursday at the Veterans Administration Hospital, we would prefer 
to make no use of their facilities.

Sorry I missed your call Friday. If I can help you with anything 
*—r:. Have you been funded?



October 5, 1965/

Dear Mrs. Laurie;

We shall look forward to seeing you on the 25th.

Sincerely yours.

Mrs. Eunice R. Laurie
Post Office Box 354
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama 36088

Doctor Utley and I plan to arrive in Tuskegee around noon 
on Monday, October 25. We should like to meet you at the 
Macon County Health Department at 1:00 p.m. and go with 
you to see Doctor Peters to discuss the question of a 
pathologist for the project.

P. Frederick Sparling, M.D. 
Surgeon, U.S.P.H.S.
Medical Research 
Venereal Disease Research

Laboratory

I

I

I



October 7, 1965

Dear Mrs* Laurie:

J , M* D.

EVPrice/ag

V .

I
i

I have been informed that you have elected to take advantage of the 
recent retirement ruling, but I hope that we may arrive at a mutually 
oat is factory agreement for your continued association with the project.

Mrs, Eunice R. Laurie
Public Health Service Nurse 
Macon County Health Department 
Tuskegee, Alabama

i
I

P

When our doctors were in Tuskegee last v&ek. they wre unable to complete 
arrangements for the services of a pathologist to perform the autopsies 
for the Tuskogee Study.

They gained the impression, however, that Dr, Ashhurst usually returns 
to Tuskegee for the weelccnd. If a death should, by chance, coincide 
with his visit, perhaps he would still be willing to perform this ser­
vice for us* If not, we shall have to forego postmortem examinations 
until Dr. Sparling and Dr, Utley arrive on October 25, and are able to 
make permanent arrangementa for this most important phase of the study.

I
William J.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

i
i
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October 15, 1965

Dear Sir:

l

With best wishes and the hope that I may see you soon, I am

Sincerely yours.

I
Enclosure

]

If you are physically unable to meet us, please let me know and 
we will make every effort to visit you at your home.

Eunice Rivers Laurie
Public Health Service Nurse 
Macon County Health Department

The Government Doctor will make his annual visit to Macom County 
during the week of October 25. He is anxious to see you so we 
hope that you will find it possible to meet us at the appointed 
time at the place nearest your home. The schedule of our visits 
is enclosed.

I
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October 15, 1965

Dear Sir:

The schedule of our visits

With best wishes and the hope that I may see you soon, I am

Sincerely yours.

Enclosure

/

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Eunice Rivers Laurie
Public Health Service Nurse 
Macon County Health Department

If you are physically unable to meet us, please let me know and 
we will make every effort to visit you at your home.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CENTER 

ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30333 

TELEPHONE: (404) 633-331 I

The Government Doctor will make his annual visit to Macon County 
during the week of October 25. He is anxious to see you so we 
hope that you will find it possible to meet us at the appointed 
time at the place nearest your home. The schedule of our visits 

is enclosed.



Tuesday. October 26. 1965

Wednesday, October 27, 1965

Thursday, October 28, 1965

Friday. October 29, 1965

Macon County Health Department 8:30 - 12:00

1:30 P.M.
2:15 P.M.
3:00 P.M.

i
1

8:30 A. M.
9:30 A.M. 

10:45 A.M. 
11:45 A.M.
12:30 P.M.

Hardaway
Prairie Farm Clinic
Pinkston Store 
Milstead
Walkers Chapel
Bethel Grove

Coopers Chapel
Creek Stand
Cross Roads 
Swanson
Hannon 
Roba 
Armstrong 
Ft. Davis 
Mt. Nebo

Simmons Chapel
Mt. Zion 
Shiloh 
Oak Grove 
Brownville #2 
Brownville #1 
Pine Grove 
Mt. Pleasant

a

8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M. 

10:45 A.M. 
1:15 P.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
3:00 P.M.

8:30 A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 
11:30 A.M. 
1:00 P.M. 
1:45 P.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
2:30 P.M. 
3:00 P.M. 
3:45 P.M.



October 28, 1965

I

Dear Dr. Adams:

i
death of a patient in the Macon County area, either his family

Robert B. Adams, M.D.
Director, Clinical Laboratories
Montgomery Baptist Hospital
Montgomery, Alabama

I

/'

ii

f ,cor\ RE3-
I

Dr. P. F. Sparling has notified us that you have agreed to 
perform post-mortem examinations on deceased patients in 
the Tuskegee Study whenever permission is obtained from 
their families. We consider these examinations to be a very 
important part of the study and appreciate your willingness 
to undertake them.

Periodically during the ensuing years complete physical 
examinations and x-rays, electrocardiograms, and serologic test­
ing have been performed on every patient who could be located. 
Upon a patient’s death, efforts were made to secure an 
autopsy. Until recently Dr. J. J. Peters and then Dr. John 
Ashurst have served as pathologist.

As you may know, the United States Public Health Service 
began its study of untreated syphilis in the adult male in
1932. Some 612 patients were selected on the basis of 
history, physical findings, and results of sprologic testing 
performed at least two different times at intervals of several 
months. Patients were then divided into two groups, syphilitic 
and nonsyphilitic, with twice as many syphilitics as controls. 
The groups were comparable in age.

or the undertaker notifies our project nurse, Mrs. Eunice
R. Laurie of Tuskegee, Alabama. She in turn obtains the autopsy 
permit and notifies the pathologist. In the past, autopsies 
have generally been performed in the funeral home.

At present, a total of 270 patients remain ’’on the books." Of 
these, 123 reside in the Macon County area and were living m 
1965. The remainder have been lost to follow-up. Upon the 
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FOR THE DIRECTOR:

Sincerely yours.

I understand that although you are willing to do autopsies at 
the funeral home, you would prefer to work at the John Andrews 
Hospital. Ko funds are available for this transportation, of the 
body. Since you go to Tuskegee fairly often, I suggest that you 
talk with Mrs. Laurie about this. She and Dr. Dibble seemed to 
think that perhaps the funeral homes in Tuskegee would be willing 
to cooperate without charge. i

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory

You will be paid $75.00 for each autopsy performed. The Milbank 
Fund gives financial support to this phase of the study. These 
monies are deposited with the Business Manager of the Tuskegee 
Institute who makes disbursements at our direction.

Tissues sent to NIH should include blocks from all organs and all 
lesions. While we are interested in manifestations of syphilis, 
we are also interested in everything about these patients. Tissues 
sent to the Venereal Disease Research Laboratory should include 
ascending and descending or abdominal aorta, inguinal lymph nodes, 
myocardium, liver, kidney, spleen, and brain (when permitted). 
You niay take duplicate tissues for your own study if you wish; 
however, for tho sake of continuity, we will continue to have NIH 
perform the microscopic examinations. A copy of their microscopic 
protocol will be sent to you. You will be responsible only for 
doing the gross autopsy, preparing the gross protocol, and sending 
it and appropriate tissues to the proper places.

Formalin-fixed tissues are sent to the National Institutes of 
Health; two copies (original and one carbon) of the gross 
protocol to the Venereal Disease Branch, Communicable Disease 
Center; and certain frozen tissues to Medical Research, 
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory (addresses given on 
enclosure). Mrs. Laurie has been most helpful in packing and 
shipping the tissues.

cc:
Mrs. E. Price
Mrs. E. Laurie
ARYobs:djs

M - 'l *

Please contact me if you have further questions. Either write or 
call collect (telephone number: 404-457-2511, extension 11).

i
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Venereal Disease Branch 
Communicable Disease Center
Atlanta, Georgia 30533

Chief, Laboratory of Experimental Pathology
National Institutes of Health
Building 4, Room 321
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory
Communicable Disease Center
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

I
i

4-
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November 3, 1965

Dear Dr. Dibble:

FOR TliE DIRECTOR:

Sincerely yours.

ARYobs:djs

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory

In the later years of this study, as at its beginning, the 
continued interest and support of many people in Tuskegee and 
Maccn County, in the United States Public Health Service and 
elsewhere, is essential to its completion and the full 
realization of the invaluable information to be derived from 
it. We consider ourselves most fortunate to have had your 
support for this study through the years.

I want to thank you for the valuable assistance you recently 
gave us in locating and securing the services of a pathologist 
for the continuing study of untreated syphilis in the adult 
male. After 33 years, this aspect is increasingly important.

W 8-

Eugene W. Dibble, M.D. 
John Andrews Hospital 
Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee, Alabama

cc:
Mrs. E. Price

I..-..'
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July 26, 1966

Dear Nurse Laurie:

Sincerely,

ARYobs:abs

r

I
I

I

Anne R. Yobs, M.D.
Chief, Medical Research
Venereal Disease Research Laboratory

I have forwarded all protocols and receipts to Mrs. Eleanor V. Price 
who maintains the records for this project at the Venereal Disease 
Branch. Evaluation of the data for 30 years in preparation for a 
comprehensive report on the study continues with the end not yet 
in sight.

Mrs* Eunice R. Laurie
104 Brown Street
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

In answer to your requests, we have recently sent you a supply of 
plastic bags for use at autopsies. Yesterday we shipped six cases 
of large glass bottles without caps. These caps will be forwarded 
as soon as we receive them from the company.

i

I

The Venereal Disease Research Laboratory is scheduled to move from 
Chamblee to the main facilities on Clifton Road within the month. 
Branch headquarters will remain in Buckhead. However, the move 
will not affect the mailing address of either.

Needless to say, the move and uncertainties associated with it have 
made for a rather unsettled summer. I hope, however, that your 
summer has been most enjoyable.

cc:
Mrs. E. V. Price /

h)At-
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Procedure for Patients

1. Blood Test

2. History

a.

b. Any treatment for syphilis - description, dates.

c.

d. names and addresses for later follow-up.

3. Physical Examination

(Form 672-2) to include:

BP of both arms, sitting.a.

b. Careful pupillary and funduscopic examination of eyes.

General but careful neurological tests, including mental status.c.

d.

Careful auscultation of heart with particular attention to:e.

Aortic area, with patient leaning forward at end of expiration.

A2 quality, compare to P2.

Any shots for any illness in recent years resembling penicillin 
or the other antibiotics; dates, description.

DETAILS OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION, PROCEDURES, AND INFORMATION DESIRED 
CONCERNING TUSKEGEE SPECIAL STUDY PATIENTS

Palpation of dorsalis pedis pulses and character in both feet; 
palpate brachial, radial and carotid vessels for hardening.

Regular medical complaints (please note CHIEF complaint and 
whether patient is stoic or hypochondriac); degree of dis­
ability from symptoms, and a review of systems.

A 20-cc. vacutainer tube and mailing container are provided for 
the blood sample. Draw as much blood as the tube will contain, 
label tube with patient's name and study number (label furnished 
for this purpose), and mail on the day drawn. The mailing con­
tainer addressed to the Venereal Disease Research Laboratory has 
been prepared for air mail and requires no postage.

Bov 3
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Heart size, retromanubrial dullness, etc., by physical methods, 
on lx., necessary _if .X-ray. examination is impossible.

(Form 1172-1) to include: (Principal interest is to obtain a 
detailed history on the interval from last study examination to 
present.)

Relatives'



*t

4. X-rays

Fluoroscopy5.

PA, LAO, RAO.

6. EKG

A standard 12-lead EKG is requested. No interpretation is required.

Special Instructions for Investigator

DHEW, PHS, CDC

If you find no trace of the patient either through the address given or 
by a search of the records in the Office of Vital Statistics, complete 
the last section of the Report of Investigator and return in the envelope 
with the original forms for the patient.

For size, shape, dilatations, pulsations of heart and aorta in the
3 views: PA, LAO, RAO. (Barium swallow not required since done on 
films.)

If patient has died, give detailed information from autopsy report or death 
certificate, medical status before death, and hospital or attending doctor's 
diagnosis. The family's verbal description of cause of death may be useful. 
Any reference to State mental institutions should be followed-up to deter­
mine if the patient may have had central nervous system syphilis. When all 
information available has been gathered, complete the second section of 
Report of Investigator, and return the original forms for this patient and 
any reports you were able to obtain relative to his death in the large en­
velope addressed to the Venereal Disease Branch. If you paid a fee for the 
death certificate, you will be reimbursed as soon as your report has been 
received.

If the patient is located and submits to the examination, he will receive 
an honorarium for his contribution to medical research. To avoid any un­
necessary delay, please sign and return the Report of Investigator included 
in the packet as soon as the examinations requested have been completed. 
As you will notice, the report is made in duplicate. Send one copy to the 
Venereal Disease Branch in the envelope provided; return the other through 
channels to the Regional Office. Results of the examination, when avail­
able, should be forwarded in the large envelope addressed to the Venereal 
Disease Branch. No postage is required.

/ /

For size of heart and aorta. At least 3 views required with 
barium swallow: (1) PA - Posterior-anterior, (2) LAO - Left 
anterior oblique, and (3) RAO - Right anterior oblique. (These 
films are worthless for measurement purposes unless the technician 
is checked by the radiologist or M. D., who will insist on repeat­
ing unsatisfactory films.) No interpretation of the films is re­
quested. A penalty label for forwarding the films to Atlanta is 
furnished in the packet.



October b, 1966

Dear Mrs. Laurie:

Sincerely,

Mary J. Robinson

Mrs. Eunice R. Laurie 
10b Brown Street
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

It must be wonderful to not have to get up and go to work 
these cold mornings and I am sure that now you will really 
appreciate being on the "retired list".

i

)

I

As you know from the telephone conversation with Mrs. Price 
it is that time again.

I

i
1
i

!
i

I
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Enclosed is our list of patients and addresses, also schedule 
of visits to be made with letter for your signature. Please 
check the list and make the necessary changes, if any, to 
bring it up todate and return as soon as possible so that I 
might start addressing the envelopes and typing the labels. 
Also let me know if the schedule and letter meets with your 
approval.

I
I

!
I
I



Tuesday, November 1, 1?66

Wednesday, November 2, 1966

Thursday, November 1966

8:30 A.M.

Friday, November I;, 1966

8:30 - 12:00Macon County Health Department

Hardaway
Prairie Farm Clinic
Pinkston "Store
Milstead
Walkers Chapel
Bethel Grove

Simmons Chapel
Mt. Zion
Shiloh
Oak Grove 
Brownville #2
Brownville #1
Pine Grove
Mt. Pleasant

Coopers Chapel
Creek Stand
Cross Roads
Swanson
Hannon
Rob a
Armstrong
Ft. Davis
Mt. Nebo

9:30 A.M. 
10:U3 A.M. 
11:14$ A.M. 
12:30 P.M.
1:30 P.M. 
2:1$ P.M. 
3:00 P.M.

8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M. 

10:14$ A.M. 
1:1$ P.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
3:00 P.M.

T•S'-S-CfiV&tXt-

8t3O A.M. 
10:00 A.M. 
11:30 A.M. 
1:00 P.M. 
1:14$ P.M. 
2:00 P.M. 
2:30 P.M. 
3:00 P.M
3:14$ P.M.
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October 21, 1966

Dear Sir:

With best wishes and the hope that I may see you soon, I am

Enclosure

<■

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CENTER 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30333 

TELEPHONE:(4041 633-3311

If you are physically unable to meet us, please let me know and 
we will make every effort to visit you at your home.

Eunice Rivers Laurie
Public Health Service Nurse 
Macon County Health Department

The Government Doctor will make his annual visit to Macon County 
during the week of October 31. He is anxious to see you so we 
hope that you will find it possible to meet us at the appointed 
time at the place nearest your home. The schedule of our visits 
is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,
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Kerch 23, 196?

Doar Dr. Adssia:

Sincerely yours.

(Sgci.) Willfem Z Btowh

MJRobinson

I
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William J. Brown, K.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Program

\

X

■ ; 
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Robert B. Adams, 1!.D.
Director, Clinical Laboratories
Montgomery Baptist Hospital
Jiontgomory, Alabama 36111

1

i

I

!

i

I
\

Ko received a letter dated September 19, 1966 from Mrs. Eunice 
Laurie, our project nurce in Tuskegee, notifying us of the 
death and autopsy one of the patients in our
Tuskegee Study. We had not received copies of the gross pro­
tocol and wrote Mrs. Laurio concerning this. In answer to 
our letter Mrs. Laurie stated this patient haci been killed in 
an automobile accident, and the autopsy had been performed 
for you by Dr. Kayne G. Elliot.

, V
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i
I
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Ke would appreciate it if you would have copies of this report 
forwarded to us.



March 14, 1968

Dear Dr. Adams:

a member of the

Sincerely yours.

r

J. Brown, M.D.

EVPrice/mjr

tfV

/
z

Thank you for the autopsy report on 
Tuskegee group, who died on 2/25/68.

J
t

Robert B. Adams, M. D.
2119 East South Boulevard
Montgomery, Alabama 36111

Ba*'?
■r.sr-&£/v&*Mz_-x''8 
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Willi,
Chief, Venereal Disease Program

Anything you can do to locate these missing reports will be 
appreciated.

We have been advised by Mrs. Laurie that autopsies have also 
been performed on died in September 1966,
and whodied in October 1967. Funds were
transmitted to Tuskegee Institute for expenses incident to these 
autopsies and we have no reason to believe that the pathologist 
(Dr. Wayne G. Elliott, in the case of vas not ccm"
pensated for his services.
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Memorandum

TO : See below

: Chief, Research and Therapy Evaluation Statistics Service FROM

subject: Tuskegee Study

Attached for your information is a status report on the Tuskegee cases.

Eleanor V. Price

Attachment

Distribution:

Dr.
Dr.

N

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Health Services and Mental Health Administration 
National Communicable Disease Center - Atlanta

Dr.
Dr.

James B. Lucas 
Bobby C. Brown
Richard W. Thatcher
Paul G. Cohen^-j

DATE: August 13, 1968

______ arawz________
HELP ELIMINATE WASTE COST REDUCTION PROGRAM

ltletlAj

Your presence is requested at a meeting to be held on Monday, August 19, 
at 1:00 PM in room 506 of the Buckhead Building to discuss the Tuskegee 
Study and to plan for the 1968 survey. Please note this on your calendar 
and plan to attend so that we may have the benefit of your ideas and sug­
gestions.

A A O. \
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August 26, 1968

My dear Mrs. Laurie:

i

i

Sincerely yours.

\

&0V8
T5S-<J£X/£AjV>* i?8

Mrs. Eunice R. Laurie
104 Brown Street
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

Enclosures: 3
EVPrice:az

William J. Brown? M. D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Program

Please let us know at an early date if these plans are satisfactory. 
Some time prior to the survey representatives from this office (in­
cluding Dr. Bobby Brown or Mrs. Price, whom you know) will drive down 
to Tuskegee to complete tlxe final plans with you.

If you will make the necessary arrangements, we would like to utilize 
the facilities of the Macon County Health Department as was done in
1965 when the ocular and neurologic examinations were performed by 
Dr. Lawton Smith of Miami.

■Rive years have passed since the last comprehensive examination of the 
participants in the Tuskegee Study. We are formulating plans for a 
survey this fall and have tentatively selected the two-week period be­
ginning October 14, with possibly the week of October 28 devoted to 
visiting patients who are unable to come in for examination. It is 
hoped that we will be able to reach all participants residing in the 
Macon County area.

You will be compensated for the time which you devote to the survey - 
including both the preparatory and close-out phases. Since it will be 
to your advantage to have a temporary permit to operate a Government 
car, please complete the enclosed forms and return in the envelope 
provided.



Dr. Paul Cohen, Venereal Disease Research Lab. August 27, 1968

Eleanor V. Price, Venereal Disease Program

Supplies for Tuskegee Survey

3208 HT

Station wagon (should be reserved well in advance)

EVPrice:az

200
6

200
4

3
3

Health Services and Mental Health Administration 
National Conaaunicable Disease Center - Atlanta

I
I

Forms (to be provided by this office)
History - PHS 1172-1 (Copy attached)
Physical Examination - TF 9.70 (Copy attached)
Labels for blood and spinal fluid tubes (bearing name and number)

I
I
I

Examining table (The table purchased by VDRL was given to the Clinic. 
Perhaps Dr. Billings has a light-weight table he would loan to us 
for the survey.)

i

Dor.. Tomac Disposable Gloves, size 7 1/2 
Electrocardiogram (machine and supplies?) 
Tuning Forks, C-128
Sphygraomanometers
Supplies for CSF and skin tests (please enumerate)

/ 100

Non-toxic T Tubes, Vacutainer, Pink Stopper, 20 ml. 
Needle Holders
Needles No. H-1004, Vacutainer Needle with Plastic Hub, 20g-l 1/2", B-D 
Mailing cartons - 12-tube (If the specimens are carried back each
week, these may not be necessary)
Gummed tape for sealing cartons
Centrifuge (?)
2X2 Gauze and/or cotton frails--
Pill boxes - largest size
Alcohol - Rubbing compound
Vitamins, APC tablets and tonic (iron, quinine and strychnine)

12

X 
|Z

Following is a check list of supplies and equipment proposed for the 
Tuskegee survey tentatively scheduled for the two-week period beginning 
October 14. Please add to or delete as you see fit. Please check with 
Lewis to see which items are available at VDRL and which we need to order.

. Hammons, our Regional Representative, left for Montgomery this morning 
and while there will try to make arrangements with the State TB people to 
do the X-rays for us. Since we will want two views we may have to purchase 
the 14 X 17 film.



TUSKEGEE STUD! - 1968

1964.

1

vlduals. Clinical folder# for five of theae individuale are miaalns

five were discarded during the coursefrom the files. Apparently those

This report, therefore, deals withof the study for unknown reasons.

a total of 625 cases.

it appears that in the fall of 1932

numbered 20G.

i

i-
: | i •• !:•; $!';! ? “ ;'!i'

of patients have been published the first in 1936 and the last in

The number of cases included in each of these evaluations has 

syphilis, and no history of treatment.

In the fall of 1933 and the spring of 1934 a control group of 

14 patients were added to the syphilitic group, making a total of 425. 

According to the original criteria patients were selected on the basis 

of a history of a primary lesion, at least two reactive tests for 

group.

A review of all available records provides the names of 630 indi­

varied according to the discretion of the various authors — but with

approximately 400 Included as syphilitic and 200 included as a control 

The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis in the Mala Negro was 

initiated in 1932. Since then numerous papers dealing with this group 

In reconstructing the study,

and spring of 1933, 411 syphilitic patients were selected for study. 

At the tisK of the first re-examination of these patients (1938-1939), 

Bo* £

comparable ages, with no history of infection, and at least two non­

react ive serologic tests for syphilis were added to the study. These 



Only noncraponeoal antigen tests ware availsblo than these 625 

patients were classified. Since the nontrepo&eaal tests revert to 

negative even In the absence of treatment, it is inevitable that sow 

cases were misclassified when the study was initiated. Ths first 

treponemal test to be performed on any of these patients was in 1952, 

after death had claimed 47 in the control group. Seven of the rmaindsr 

(or 4.6 percent) were reclassified as syphilitic on the basis of con­

firmed treponemal tests. It is quite possible that some, if not all, of

these seven were congenitally infected since none gave a history of 

lesions.

It was also inevitable that some of the control group would acquire

syphilis during the course of the study. These numbered nine. Ono

additional patient in the control group finally acknowledged that lie had 

In 4 of the controls

ccraplete physical examination of these patients, 51 percent of the con­

trol j^roup and 61 percent of the syphilitic group were known to have 

died. Of chose presumed to be living, 69 percent of the control group 

and 59 percent of the syphilitic group were examined.

Previous analyses of the Tuskegee data have shown that untreated 

syphilis reduces the life expectancy of raalea 25 years of age by about

17 percent. In table 2 it will be noted that the cumulative death rate 

fiwong the syphilitics is more than double the rate In the controls from

&0* 3

2

been adequately treated for syphilis in 1928.

The final classification of the 625 patients included in this eval­

uation is 442 syphilitic and 183 controls,

syphilis was at lease suspected at autopsy. As of this writing these 4 

cases are still classified as controls^ In 1963, the date of the last 



ci<jes 35 through 59 years. During the next 10 yaara of age the rates 

are approximately the aame; from age 70, deaths in tho control group 

are accelerated.

During the years between 1932 and 1963, six examinations which 

included costplete physicals, chest X-ray and in most instances an 

electrocardiogram wre attempted at approximately 5-year intervals.

Batteries of serologic tests have beau performed almost annually since

The original 625 cases had dwindled to 164 by the sixth exmf- 1933.

nation in 1963. One hundred and twenty-one (19 percent) had been lost 

from observation and 340 (54 percent) had died. Including the 25 

deaths since the 1963 examination, autopsies have been perforated o» 

61 (65 percent) of the controls and on 157 (58 percent) of the 

syphilitics.

V
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Memorandum

date: September 27, 1968TO

: Chief, Venereal Disease Program FROM

subject: Plans for the 1968 Tuskegee Survey

is carried out.

■\

\

: Chief, Venereal Disease Research Laboratory [}

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE - - -

, U^’ ED STATES GOVERNMENT

This year the participants are scheduled for another comprehensive exami­
nation and, as in 1965, we plan to work out of the Macon County Health 
Department. Arrangements have been made with the Alabama TB people to 
do the X-rays (2 views on 14 x 17 film); and we have on hand the portable 
ECG machine which was purchased last fall especially for this study. Any 
other equipment needed, such as microscopes, centrifuges, etc., I presume 
can be provided by your laboratory. Miscellaneous supplies (rubber gloves, 
vacutainer tubes, gauze pads, etc.) have been purchased by this office.

This year the survey has been scheduled for the period from October 14 
through October 25. Patients will be scheduled for examination on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday of each week, with Thursday and Friday morning re­
served for house visits, spinal fluid examinations and other "mop-up" 
operations. It is anticipated that between 100 and 125 patients will be 
available for examination. I hope that by assigning two physicians and

Since the initiation of the Tuskegee Study in 1932, it has been the 
custom to perform annual serologic examinations and cursory physical 
examinations on the participants. In addition, at approximately 5-year 
intervals, as thorough a physical examination as circumstances permit 
is carried out. This includes 14 x 17 chest X-rays and electrocardiograms.

The most recent of the 5-year examinations was conducted by Dr. Rockwell 
in 1963. At that time we were able to use the facilities of the V. A. 
Hospital in Tuskegee and Dr. Rockwell was assisted to some extent by the 
hospital staff. In spite of this, the survey period covered more than a 
month. A total of 136 patients was examined - the first on July 23, the 
last on August 26.

When Dr. Lawton Smith contemplated examining the Tuskegee Study partici­
pants in 1965, it was the consensus (for reasons upon which I will not 
dwell) that it would be better to conduct the examinations at the Macon 
County Health Department rather than at the V. A. Hospital. In spite of 
the inadequacies of the Macon County Health Department, this arrangement 
apparently worked out satisfactorily for all concerned.

________ n_i ------------------  
HELP ELIMINATE WASTE COST REDUCTION PROGRAM

-------------- LTLEAjV :
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It is hoped that these arrangements meet with your approval.

Dr.

10/1/68 Xerox copies made and sent to Stout, Kuhn, and McGrew*

U

I

Caldwell
Cohen

J-

cc:
Dr.

fo 
.Xi 
l-J 
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a technician or technologist from the laboratory to assist them (at 
least for the first week) that they will be able to accomplish in two 
weeks what has formerly required from one to six months. Mrs. Laurie 
and Mr. Connor (our V.D. representative from Montgomery) will be res­
ponsible for locating and transporting the patients.

CTO
Caj

I have selected Dr. Cohen and Dr. Caldwell as the physicians for this 
assignment. The selection of the third member of the team, I will 
leave to them since, of necessity, this will be a tight-knit group - 
both during and after official duty hours. This is primarily a 
Program project; therefore, per diem expenses may be charged to cost 
center 93216045.

William J. Brwn, Medical Director



PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

1.

DATE: October 23, 1968TO :Dr. Brown

FROM : Dr. Caldwell

subject Preliminary Report, Tuskegee Study, October 1968

N

After a preliminary orientation session in Tuskegee with Mrs. Eunice 
Laurie, local county nurse, and Mr. O'Connor of the Alabama State Health 
Department, on September 24, 1968, the actual examination of patients 
began on Monday, October l4.

On the afternoon of October 14, the x-ray unit did arrive as scheduled, 
but was assembled at the new health department facility some five blocks 
away because of a wall bracket there for the cassettes and developing 
facilities, which later proved to be totally inadequate. Mr. Jerry Brown 
of the Venereal Disease Research Laboratory also arrived with loaded 
station wagon at 1:30 p.m.

Nine patients were completely examined on the afternoon of the first day. 
During the following days, however, only ten, eleven, and twelve patients 
were seen due to Mrs. Laurie's difficulties with patients keeping their 
scheduled appointments. Moreover, on Friday, October 18, only five patients 
were seen — perhaps due to torrential rains and poor weather, apparently 
caused by Hurricane Gladys. Only one of those patients seen all week was 
visited at home (he was an 84-year old man of poor health).

Examinations to date have included a complete history, physical examina­
tion, electrocardiogram, AP and lateral chest x-ray, and venipuncture, 
yielding 20 cc. blood for serological testing. On Thursday the ECG writer, 
attached to the galvanometer, became loose thus giving no recordings. 
That same evening the machine was fixed, free of charge, by a Burdick 
representative in Montgomery, Alabama. To date we have to see the first

_____ru 
HELP ELIMINATE WASTE COST REDUCTION PROGRAM

The government car was loaded here on Sunday, October 13, and we arrived 
at the Macon County Health Department, Tuskegee, at 8:00 a.m. the fol­
lowing morning. Dr. Paul Cohen and I were met there by Mrs. Laurie; 
Mr. O'Connor; Dr. Berry, the County Health Officer; and Mr. John Miller, 
VD representative of the State of Alabama. As it was understood by those 
present that the x-ray unit to be provided by the State TB Program would 
not be there until 1:00 p.m., there were no patients scheduled for exami­
nation that morning. The morning was, therefore, spent in preparing for 
the patients. Except for a 39 cent electrical outlet adaptor necessary 
for the ECG machine, it was soon obvious that all preparations had been 
quite complete.

Memorandum
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chest x-ray due to the lack of developing facilities. Moreover, all 
patients seen on Thursday and Friday have been requested to reappear 
for x-rays on Monday to Wednesday of the following week as there was 
no technician available on Thursday and Friday as planned. Unfortunately, 
I doubt that many of the Thursday patients will return as they indicated 
that the hardship of traveling from Columbus, Georgia, for instance, to 
Tuskegee was considerable, considering that they were also taking a day 
from work to do so. This was the case for at least three of the patients. 
It results from poor scheduling of the patients, and I fear that the 
same problem may exist during the coming week as well.

To date I have personally examined some three patients who should have 
lumbar punctures included in their examinations because of neurological 
deficits or other indications. Dr. Cohen indicated a similar number 
whom he will also call back. These we plan to do on Thursday and pos­
sibly Friday of the coming week.

■

|
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The forecast by Mrs. Laurie for the coming week is that there should be 
an equal number of patients as were seen last week. She also indicated 
that there should be another two home visits. Hopefully, we shall com­
plete the project in one week's time, although we shall try to be as 
complete and comprehensive as possible.

'7-26
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PUBLlc. HEALTH SERVICE

October JO, 1968Dr. Brown DATE:TO

Dr. CaldwellFROM

SUBJECT :

HELP ELIMINATE WASTE

is
.E

. J?T*r
'■

Second preliminary report, Tuskegee Study, October 1968 
(Final report will be submitted as a joint effort after 
results of tests and tabulations are completed.)

....

< V.'.

Mrs. Laurie also related that the pathologist from Montgomery who per­
forms autopsies on the Study patients also performs this duty on patients 
at John Andrew Hospital in Tuskegee. Recently his salary for autopsies 
at that institution was increased from $75 to $100, and a technician at 
the hospital has indicated to Mrs. Laurie that a similar raise will be 
requested from the Public Health Service. I indicated to Mrs. Laurie 
that I would inform you and Mrs. Price at the Program Office, but I 
advised her not to contact the physician (whose name she forgot) regard­
ing this matter. Rather, it seems that he will contact her or the 
Program Office if it is true that he requests a raise.

'7-<2C’

nrawv___________
■.:te cost reduction program
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Patients were compensated $1.50 for specimens of blood, spinal fluid, or 
joint fluid. Tabulation of payments during the two weeks totalled $141 
for the 85 patients.

Mrs. Eunice Rivers Laurie, Macon County Public Health Nurse, continued 
to serve the Study admirably and was therefore feted to a lunch by those 
of us participating. At the end of the two weeks, she did indicate that 
if we were to return for one day on a Saturday, she might have as many 
as eleven patients assembled, who mainly because of their work were not 
able to report during the two-week period we were there. If we were to 
return then, she indicated that she also would try to arrange for three 
or more patients to return for lumbar punctures, where indicated.

Memorandum

Mr. M. Connor and his representatives of the Alabama State Health 
Department continued to aid the project. The State TB Unit continued 
to take chest x-rays as scheduled on Monday through Wednesday. How­
ever, no films had yet been developed. Mr. Connor indicated that the 
TB personnel indicated that these films would be developed the present 
week and shipped directly to the VD Program here in Atlanta.

The second week of patient examinations for the Tuskegee Study was com­
pleted without complications. Examinations were performed as outlined 
in the preliminary report of October 23, 1968, on 38 patients for a 
total of 85 patients for the two-week period. Eight cerebrospinal fluid 
specimens were collected; two lumbar punctures were unsuccessful for 
fluid. One joint paracentesis specimen was obtained.

I
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Q^r-t-es

cc: Mrs. Price
Dr. Bobby Brown

Mrs. Laurie will determine, during the present week, whether she can 
have as many as eleven more patients for a return visit and will report 
accordingly. Then, if you wish, Dr. Cohen and myself or perhaps just 
one of us could travel to Tuskegee on the appointed Saturday to com­
plete the examinations. In the meantime, there are 81 electrocardiograms 
to be mounted and read, a similar number of chest x-rays to be profes­
sionally read, and 85 records to be scanned by Dr. Bobby Brown and 
Mrs. Price.



October 31, 1968

Dear Dr. Berrey:
»

rely yours.

I

Enclosures 3

I
I

cc:
Mrs. Price

JGCaldwell:cs

Ruth Berrey, M.D.
Macon County Health Department 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

i
i

William J. Browh< M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Program

To date, we have eKamined 85 of the patients in the original study. 
Mrs. Eunice Laurie will soon report to us whether an additional day’s 
trip to Tuskegee would add significantly to that total. If so, then 
we would plan to return on a Saturday in the second half of November.

Thank you very much for the courtesy and cooperation you extended to 
our Program representatives in the recent continuation of the Tuskegee 
Study. Drs. Cohen and Caldwell indicated to me that their work was 
considerably lessened due to your cooperation.

I am enclosing three publications concerning the Tuskegee Study for 
your information. We certainly do appreciate your cooperation and 
hope that thia Study will aid you in your work as well as continuing 
to provide us information about syphilis.



October 31, 1963

Dear Hr, Connor:

Si-ftctjrely yours.

V,cc. hki £ ' c e>

JGCaldwellics

I

I

Than!; you for your aid in the Tuskegee experience. If we con pro­
vide any further infomation, please do not hesitate to write us.

Mr. Marvin Connor
State Department of Public Health
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Drs. Cohen and Caldwell, our Officers recently concerned with the 
Tuskegee Study exosninations, report that they received considerable 
help from you and the Alabama State TO Representatives in their 
endeavors. I ®a particularly appreciative to you for this aid.

William J. Erowh< M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Program

•
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. Erowh/M.D.

I also understand that you requested information regarding the 
Tuskegee Study and rectal gonorrhea. There have been many arti­
cles published regarding both of these subjects, but I have 
selected two atticlea: “Ths Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis” 
by Rockwell, Yobs, and Moorta, Archives of Internal Medicine 114: 
792-798, December 1964; and "Rectal Gonorrhoea in Women” by Jensen, 
British Journal Venereal Diseases. December 1953. I should add 
that we are presently engaged in a study of gonorrhea in women, and 
that preliminary data indicate that a few of the concepts in the 
enclosed reference may now be obsolete.

to S’

,/P'



October 31, 1968

Dear Mrs. Laurie:

Sincerely yours.

c

JGCaldwellzcs

cc:
Mrs. Price

Mrs. Eunice Rivers Laurie
Macon County Health Department
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

It was a pleasure for Dr. Cohen and me to work with you those 
past two weeks; and I look forward to a possible reunion on 
a Saturday in late November.

i
I

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D. 
Assistant to the Chief 
Venereal Disease Program

We await your report regarding the feasibility of a return 
Saturday session to cotqplete this year’s examinations. We 
will need your estimate of how many more patients would be 
available in middle to late November, so that Dr. Brown can 
decide whether our returning would be worthwhile.

Following is a list of patients who should return for lumbar 
punctures:

8
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Dear Dr. Robertson:

V7

»

Sincerely yours.

EVPrice/az

f '■■

Uilliant J. Brown, M. D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Progr

Sov a
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Hoveaber 5, 1968
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Alexander Robertson, M. D« 
Executive Director
Milbank Heraorial Fund
40 Wall Street
New York, N. Y. 10005

Xt is approaching that tine of year when we call upon your generosity 
and request additional funds for continuation of the Tuskegee Study.

Although we have produced little in the way of publications in recent 
years, we have continued annual serologic exsslnstions of the partici­
pants and hwe just completed physical examinations including X-rays, 
electrocardiograms, etc., which are conducted at 5-yaar intervale.

One of cur young medical officers has just returned after three years 
of pathology at Enory University and ha is very much interested not 
only in analysing the autopsy reports but in reviewing the paraffln- 
block tissue specimens which have been collected since 1932. A uni­
form interpretation of the findings should greatly facilitate analysis 
of the data.

• S
■

We have learned indirectly that the pathologist who was engaged to 
perform the gross autopsies for the Tuskegee Study has raised his fee 
from $75.00 to §100.00 at the John Andrews Hospital where he also 
serves. Should he request the same from us, I asswne you will have no 
objection since you agreed to this higher fee in 1965. It will make 
but little difference if we are no more successful than we have been 
in the last two or three years in obtaining permission for autopsy from 
the families concerned. This appears to become increasingly difficult.

If your Board of Directors would favor us with another grant of $700.00, 
I ea sure this would adequately meet our needs for 1969.

■ ■

- .



November 8, 1968

Dear Mrs. Laurie:

Sincerely yours.

Mrs. Flynncc:

EVPrice: az

Eleanor V. Price, Statistician 
Venereal Disease Program

sf zi/cmz-- 63

I

Mrs. Eunice R.. Laurie
104 Brown Street
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

I had hoped that at least 100 participants would come in for examination# 
Perhaps by Dr. Caldwell returning on a Saturday we will be able to reach 
that goal.

Since I did not know how many days you devoted to preparations for the 
October survey, we have submitted a voucher for your services during 
the survey period only.

It is my understanding that Dr. Caldwell plans to return to Tuskegee 
the latter part of this month to examine on a Saturday patients who 
could not make it during the week. When the voucher for your services 
at that time is prepared we will include the days in October for which 
condensation is due. Dr. Caldwell will bring a voucher for you to 
sign.



Hoveaber 25, 1968

Dear Dr. Berrey:

I

OKgOHB*1 Chest x-ray confirms the clinical iinpression of 
chronic lung disease, emphysema, and bronchospasm. This man ]

Sincerely yours.

XWilliam

cc:
l

".'i 2

^e“.,a ^^ifying to have the assistance of a local

cooperative as you.
work.

Huth Berrey, M.D.
Macon County Health Department 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

Mrs. E. Price 
Dr. Paul Cohen

JGCaldwell:mg

I

!

Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Program

r^-x-r?

tj£elimiaary of thG clintcal exams and PA chest x-rays of the
1968 Tuskegee survey has revealed the following findings which may 
benefit from medical care:

fMBmVh Clinical history of pneumonia, treated in May 1968, 
with large pleural effusion remaining suggests the possibilities 
of tuberculosis, empyema, or neoplasm.

, - ... , -------------- ----------This man by
virtue of his personality probably will be recalcitrant to medical 
therapy.

This is to confirm Dr. Joseph Caldwell*■ recent telephone conversation 
with you.

Public Health Officer in Tuskegee this year, particularly one so
I hope that our findings will benefit you in your

Messrs. and apparently have had no medical attention.
Three others are presently under medical attention for their respective 

with chronic lung disease, ewphysesMt;
taHRB for congestive heart failure, and because of
congestive heart failure. ~

■r __ Chest x-ray confirms congestive heart failure— the 
clinical impression.
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.Memorandum PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE:alth service

V F-1> /

: Chief, Venereal Disease ProgramTO

: Assistant to the ChiefFROM

SUBJECT: Third progress report - Tuskegee Study, 1968

With a single day’s notice, Dr. Paul Cohen and I returned to Tuskegee
Alabama on Saturday, November 16, 1968

---- ----- ----- nuo VUHCCLHCU, llUWCVtl , dll
For the total day, only four patients appeared.

a.

b.

c.

COST REDUCTION PROGRAM

Mrs. Laurie is showing signs of decline. Not only did she 
become lost a couple of times during the '68 survey in delivering 
patients, but also she now has a crumpled right front fender 
from a post that "wouldn't move." It’s therefore doubtful that 
another 5 year survey will be possible.

failure of the laboratory's
9 a.m. The weather again

The town, however, bristled with 

! was to
Amazingly, this did occur, despite all

drew the following conclusions:

The 1968 study is for practical purposes completed, regarding 
any further exams or procedures in Tuskegee, Alabama. We have 
more than cooperated with scheduling of patients, and it's very 
doubtful that any more patients would voluntarily appear for exam.

The^ total number of patients examined was ,89. with 10 of those 
having lumbar pui^tUres, successful in yielding cerebrospinal 
fluid for exam. Although I've not heard the proposed tests on 
the spinal fluid, since this is an experimental venture, it 
seems that a VDRL, protein quantitation as well as direct and 
indirect fluorescent antibody tests should be performed. Cell 
counts were performed on all fluids on the scene and were re­
markably all negative.

______ jrrawi
HELP ELIMINATE WASTE CO:

LTLEVu"

—--------- x-w xuoixcgcc,

- ----------------------------j y —xv, x?vd. Mrs. Eunice Laurie had called 
the previous day to say that she had 15 scheduled new patients and would 
attempt to round up several additional patients whom we'd designated for 
lumbar punctures.

AAA-.k^AxA, 1-XJC^.T 1 A A U VV AKL

As far as the study was concerned, however, all of us were disappointed. 
For the total day, only four patients appeared. We did examine them and 
performed lumbar punctures on two of those successfully.

From our experiences on the last day, we

23 trespond

date: November 25, 1968

After a 45 minute delay in starting due to a
GSA car to start, we arrived in Tuskegee at 8:30
was inclement, with a steady light rain. Tl.v utiS
activity, for at 10 a.m. the Tuskegee Institute Homecoming Parade 
be held in the downtown streets.
the rain.

The weather again
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d.

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.

Dr. Cohen, Mrs. Price, and I shall analyze data, electrocardiograms, 
and chest x-rays and afterwards submit a final report.

cc:
Mrs. Price
Miss Stout

The laboratory GSA car needs attention. Not only did it almost 
fail to start for the second time, but for the round trip of 
260 miles, it averaged about eleven gallons/mile. A Ford 
Fairlane should perform better.



Report of telephone call from Dr. Brown to Dr. Eugene Stollerman, Memphis

TUSKEGEE STUDYRe:

mg

Since the study has now been going on for 35 years, it has been decided to 
call in some consultants to have a critical look at the data to advise 
’’where we should go from here."

Dr. Brown told him briefly that the study was initiated in Macon County, 
Alabama in about 1932. Approximately 400 individuals with syphilis were 
selected and also a control group was chosen of about 200 persons of 
comparable ages with no history of syphilis.

/Js fh/vjE/rCE January 15, 1969

He is a member of the Immunization Advisory Committee and suggested that 
our Tuskegee meeting might be in early spring when he comes to Atlanta for 
this. We will contact Dr. Bruce Dull for exact date of Immunization meeting.

We will send Dr. Stollerman pertinent data before Atlanta meeting.

Dr. Brown called to invite Dr. Stollerman to come to Atlanta to participate 
in a small committee meeting to analyze the Tuskegee Study data. We will 
also invite Drs. Leighton Cluff and George Comstock. Dr. Stollerman said he 
was unfamiliar with the Tuskegee Study.

Dr. Stollerman asked how many patients now survive-- about 125 still in the 
Tuskegee area and about 250 throughout the U.S. He wondered if it might be 
possible to have the remaining patients systematically worked up at the 
University Clinical Research Centers. Dr. Brown told him this could be discussed 
at the meeting. He mentioned that at the time the study was initiated, 
arsenicals were used; now penicillin would be used-- this could be dangerous.

Since the study began, someone (from PHS) has gone to Tuskegee about every 
5 years to perform a complete physical, including chest x-ray and EKG, on 
the patients. Examinations were performed at the County Health Department 
clinic. Papers have been published on the findings. Last fall, the 7th 
visit was completed-- findings not yet published. Autopsies have been 
performed on about 657. of the controls and about 58% of the syphilitics. 
The tissue from the autopsies was sent to NIH; however. Dr. Bobby Brown 
is attempting to get this to CDC so he might have a look.

Dr. Stollerman will be most happy to assist in any way possible. This 
appears to him to be a "hot potato" from many standpoints-- racial, public 
relations, etc. Wondered if we could be sued for withholding treatment. 
He thinks we should "go all out to get this worked out as soon as possible."



January 17» 1969
/

Dear Dr. Smith:

z

lwell*pacJGC.

e

Mrs, Eleanor Price and I wish to express our gratitude to you 
for the services your staff supplied itt the 1963 luakegee Survey.

/
/

I

ec:
Mrs. Eleanor Price
Dr. Bobby Brown 
Dr. Paul Cohen

We have just reviewed a»d tabulated the data frora the recent 
exoas and found the x-rays which you provided priceless in 
contributing to the wiiole Tuskegee Study,

W* H. Y, Smith, M.D., Director
Bureau of Preventable Diseases 
State Departaeut of Public Health 
State Office Building
Mesttgomery, Alabama 36104

w *

William J. Bfown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

j
I

^Z^inccrely yours^
/

X
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February 13, 1969

Dear Ira:

Sincerely yours.

WJBrown:mg

Dr. Ira L. Ifyers
State Health Officer
State Department of Public Health
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Again, my thanks for your participation in the discussions on 
Thursday, February 6.

I certainly appreciate your staying over on Thursday, February 6, 
to discuss the Tuskegee Study and give assistance in further 
direction of this Study. Dr. Sencer and I will await hearing 
from you before we make any moves.

William J. B^»n, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

Please extend to Dr. Smith my best wishes for a quick recovery. 
I do hope there will be some way that he can be kept on the VD 
problem for I feel his personal interest, effort and ability 
are responsible for the progress that has recently been made. 
Under the new ground rules we must operate, it is doubtful if 
we can be of help; however, I am looking into possible ways.
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February 14, 1969Director, NCDC

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch

Ad hoc committee to discuss the Tuskegee Study

1

dical DirectorWilliam J. Brown,

Enclosure

WJBrown:mg

Please return the attached notes for filing^'") ,

7 J

I

I
I

!
i

I

i
i

Attached are notes from the ad hoc committee meeting of Thuraday, 
February 6. These notes are rough. Unless you direct to the 
contrary, minutes of the meeting will not be provided to committee 
members nor circulated at all, but will be filed in the Tuskegee 
files in the V.D. Branch.

tKf-



PUBLIC HEALTH 5LRV1CE

TO DATE: February 24, 1969

.• *

FROM Chief, Venereal Disease Branch’■

SUBJECT : Draft-- reply to Mr. Peter Buxtun

I have attached a draft reply to Mr. Peter Buxtun. His letter is

also attached. After you have made comments and changes, I will

have letter prepared. Do you wish to sign or shall I?

Enclosures

I

l\
HELP ELIMINATE WASTE

-

.1
4

t 
i 
(

Dr. David J. Sencer 
Director, NCDC

i

!
■i

J

William J. Brown, Medical Director

-r

i

*
■.ri

'i .

Memorandum

I
n_raw7______ _

. COST REDUCTION PROGRAM

’lTLSTjAJ------------------
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,i Dear Mr. Buxtun:

I

1 Sincerely yours.

William J. Brown, M.D.X
'■-■ * -‘. •

?■

t;

>

4 ’

£
i.

e rf
“ * ?

The committee did point out the need for the State Health Officer 

of Alabama and the Health Officer of Macon County, Alabama to become 

more intimately involved.

Mr. Peter J. Buxtun
1730 Kearny Street
San Francisco, California

They also recommended that the local Medical

Society of Tuskegee be brought more closely into the study.

You can be assured that competent professionals have studied the

point you made and that each person still in the study will be evaluated 

■ fully.

/
i.

4
1

I

I have delayed answering your letter of late November 1968

until a planned review of the Tuskegee Study was completed.

Following the review, wo assembled a commottee of professionals 

from outside the National Communicable Disease Center to consider all 

aspects of this long-term study, including the point you have made in 

your letter; namely: treating the remaining persons in the study group.

After an examination of the data, and a very lengthy discussion 

regarding treatment, our committee of highly competent professionals 

did not agree nor recommend that the study group be treated. The 

youngest living member of the study group is 69 years old. The question 

treating persons of this age and older, unless it is demonstrated that 

active disease is present, is a matter of medical judgment since the 

benefits of such therapy must be offset against the risks to the 

individual.

= : V ■ ’ '

. i-



January 21, 1970

Dear Dr. Graves:

Your courtesy in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely yours.

EVPrice: az

I

c>

I
i

The autopsy report apparently was lost between your office and mine. 
If you retained a copy of your findings, we would be grateful if you 
would send a duplicate copy to us.

You were kind enough to perform an autopsy for us on <-ne of the partici­
pants in the Tuskegee Study, Mr. who died on May 5, 
1969.

Dr. R. K. Graves
Baptist Hospital
Montgomery, Alabama 36111

William J. Brown, M. D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
State and Cormumity Services Division

Tss-
£=7-'??

cc: Mrs. Eunice Laurie
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March 12. 1970 

State Ragtatra 
Bureau of Vital Staiatica 
Al..._ Departaent of Health 
State Off lee Bull.tug 
Hoatl&)IIH'Y• Alah•a 36104 

Dur Sir: 

tCJ-1�] 

'llaere 1- attecud a.nto • 11at of 17 foner pertki,-i:. 1D • n­
Mel'Ch project. coaducted .1>:, �- Public Realdl Suric. 1Ja !Yeoll 
Coant,. Alar •• etace 1932. To COlllfl•te our ncorda • .. ma­
Joa to okaia copid of tbHr death certU1cate1 .. 

tlra 11.at includu lat b:cMl place of naidence. ltlrtb .... ...,. 
at ntau.e. and._. of •Kia (or approdaate year). All .. 
11egro..i ... 

You--, 1>111 ua ddaer for ti. IMiilNr of 4eatb cartUicatea loca­
bd OT for tba tiat nq&lll' .. to aurcla JOQr f11 ... 1'our courtnJ 
in thS.. aattar wt.U. ae appreciated. 

Eucloeura 

cc: May Fl,mi 

EVPrica:a 

llillua J. � H. I>. 
Chief., Vcmenal P•••o kach 
State IIDcl Co T :af.ty 5av1Pa 'D1vt.i011 
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April 1» 1970

Tuckegea Study, Macon County, Alabama

Total participants 625

Known dead 380

Living and examined in 1968

Total accounted for •--

Status unknown

Breakdown of 161 Status unknown

Last examined in Macon County, Alabama 70

Dr. Alfonso H. Holguin, Director 
State and Community Services Division

161
625

The files of ths Tuskegea Study patients have been reviewed and the 
following is a summary and present statue of the study group:

Number
14
25

9
22
70

)

Known deaths out of State)
but no Death Certificate) __3*

330

I
■I

i£
i

Autopsies ———-—225 
Death Certificates only   139
No Death Certificates found- 13

I
!
I

i
I

Year
1939
1940-49
1950-59
1960-66

Total

Swv *8
755 - > /

j

• ?!
t <
i1



Page 2 ~ Dr. Alfonso II, Holguin

60

!

51

Total 161

I

Last examined outside Macon County, Alabama
✓

Number
2** 
2** 

14*1**
22^
40

)

The group of 70 persons last examined in Macon County, Alabama in 1966 
or before will first be traced by V.D. Branch staff before seeking the 
help of Mr. Theodore. A determined attempt will begin inmediately to 
locate and examine these persons.

Year
1939
1940-49 
1950-59
1960-66

Total

i

The locating Information placed on the attached cards of the 36 persona 
last examined outside of Macon County, Alabama and the request for a 
copy of the Death Certificate of three persons known to have died out­
side Alabama is for Mr. Andrew Theodore.

* This group of three are known to have died. A card has been made 
with information as to where and when the person died.

It is our plan that all persons located by Mr. Theodore will be examined 
by a physician from the V.D. staff. In this way, a more thorough and 
uniform history and physical can be obtained. The necessary laboratory 
work and other examinations such as chest X-Ray and EKG can be arranged 
for and hopefully obtained at the time of the visit.

Not examined after being placed in Study 
(1932-33) and no information available -

** For the four patients marked with **, although examined outside 
Alabama in the years indicated, the information is so incomplete, it 
was impossible to provide locating information and they are considered 

..... lost .tSJUthe ^fudy. „

*** For the 36 patients marked with ***, cards have been prepared 
giving the last known address and limited information which might be 
helpful in locating these persons.

There is a group of 51 persons who were placed in the study but never 
examined and there is no information available. This group is con­
sidered lost to the study.
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Page 3 ~ Hr, Alfonso H. Holguin

persons

Encloaui’ess 33 Study Cards

i

William J. Brown, M.D«
Giief, Venereal Disease Branch
State and Cossnunity Services Division

I

i
i

)
)

You will be advised of the outcome of the search for the 70 
last examined in Macon County. /

i
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April 9, 1970Dr. Schroeter
-J-

Dr. Caldwell

1.

a.

and proposed that this payment be doubled to $100.00.

c.

I

!

(Lox S
TSS - G-ervefaJ - /<T7D 

j

Since the 1963 survey when patients were awarded "diplomas" 
and a gift of $25.00, many and perhaps most of the patients in the Study 
have considered that they are no longer a part of the original Study. 
Furthermore, Nurse Laurie’s semiretirement in 1964 contributed to this 
misunderstanding.

Trip Report - Tuskegee, Alabama, April 2, 1970, by Dr. Schroeter, 
Mrs. Price and Dr. Caldwell

Prior to a planned survey of recently unfollowed patients in the Study 
of Untreated Syphilis, a trip was made to Tuskegee, Alabama, on the above 
date for the purpose of arranging for upcoming survey.

Mrs. Eunic Laurie was met at the old Macon County Health Department 
Building and accompanied the above to the new Health Department facilities. 
There, the following points were discussed;

Nurse Laurie reported the autopsy of control patient J -. within 
the preceding week. Although the patient had died in a Montgomery hospital, 
the family had contacted Mrs. Laurie prior to burial and the autopsy was 
accordingly performed by an associate of Dr. Adams, pathologist in 
Montgomery. The body had been injected with embalming fluid, however. 
From this case, Nurse Laurie noted the following:

b. Nurse Laurie indicated that $50.00 is no longer considered 
adequate payment to the families for autopsy consent on Study patients

Dr. Adams, pathologist, continues to indicate dissatisfaction 
with the payment of $75.00 as pajiment for performance of autopsies. 
Mrs. Laurie noted that John Andrews Memorial Hospital in Tuskegee atso 
uses the services of Dr. Adams or his associates and that this hospital 
pays considerably more for autopsies (later determined to be $125.00 per 
autopsy, according to Mr. Luis Rabb, Administrator). Mrs. Laurie, therefore, 
proposed that the pathologist's fee should be raised to at least equal that 
being paid by the Hospital--that is, $125.00.
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Page 2 - Dr. Schroeter
\

2.

cc: Mrs. Price

On the basis of this preliminary trip, arrangements will be made for the 
survey to begin on Monday, April 20. The time which will be needed for 
completion of this survey cannot be predicted, in that the status of the 
patients we will be seeking is generally unknown. It is probable that a 
minimum of three days will be necessary, although depending on our 
progress, perhaps as many as two or three weeks will be needed to complete 
the 1970 examinations.

-

After meeting with Nurse Laurie, the three of us met with Mr. Luis A. Rabb, 
Administrator of John Andrews Memorial Hospital and the orthopedic 
surgeon who serves as Medical Director of the Hospital. When we explained 
our mission, Mr. Rabb indicated willingness to cooperate and specifically 
seemed to agree with our proposal to contract for radiological services 
from his Hospital during the upcoming survey. He indicated that the 
Hospital would respond to a letter stating our proposal by submitting a 
fee schedule for such services that they consider reasonable. Mr. Rabb 
then conducted us on a guided tour of the 3-story newly completed re­
placement structure which they will be occupying within the following 
three weeks. The building has been completed largely through the funds 
of the Hill-Burton Act and obviously provides a great deal of pride for 
Mr. Rabb and his Hospital Administration.

TSS r< Al.
n 70

Mrs. Laurie is willing to participate in another survey to 
determine the whereabouts and status of as many as 70 patients in or 
about Macon County who were not seen in the 1968 "roundup.” She agreed 
that visiting the patients* homes directly would be our best approach, 
although she wished to postpone such a survey until mid to late April, 
when the rainy season should have passed. She noted that a great majority 
of the residents of Macon County now have electricity in their homes, 
despite their relatively remote locations often. She also thought that 
a payment of $5.00 per patient would be appreciated and that the patients 
would be more cooperative if such patent medicines as APfi's, vitamins, 
and iron-quinine-strychnine tonic were again offered to them as in the 
past. Mrs. Laurie also agreed with our proposal that those who conduct 
the upcoming survey (she and a doctor from VD Branch) should undertake 
the re-education of the patients and their families that their original 
understanding of participation in the Original Project still holds. 
Furthermore, we should reinforce their notification of Nurse Laurie at 
any time that there is any serious turns in the health of any patient in 
the Study. (We did not discuss at this time what Nurse Laurie's role will 
become as of July or whenever the proposed fulltime nurse will assume her 
associate, assistant, replacement, or whatever role).
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REPORT OF TELEPHONE CALL April 14, 1970

Between:

i

[/ I
Windell R. B:indell . Bradford

Windell Bradford and Mr. Luis Rabb, Administrator, 
John Andrews Memorial Hospital, Tuskegee, Alabama

cc:
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr.
Mrs. Price 
Mr. Callin

Brown
Schroeter 
Caldwell

Discussed the patient load for x-rays during the Tuskegee round-up: 
a maximum of fifty patients and no more than five per day. He would 
be able to re-schedule patients should more than five become available 
in any one day. He said he would discuss this with his Radiologist 
and let us know by telephone if they can do it and for how much-- 
but, he wanted Dr. Brown's letter first. Sent Air Mail, Special 
Delivery.
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April 22, 1970 .,r*

Tuskegee Study

Dr. William J. Brown

1.

IXDUXllg. jTX

patient cL__

2.

3.

4.
The one

Patients generally live in unbelievable squallor. All did have 
electricity in their huts, although only two of the nine whom we saw 
had plumbing or running water.

Bo* &

£ 5 ~i 1

/

During the two day visit just concluded, the party of three scoured 
the three county area, traveling about 141 miles the first day and 91 
the second day--all on secondary or tettiary county roads, many of which 
are still dirt pavement. Nurse Laurie served a* an invaluable aid with 
local language, detective work which she had obviously not done until in 
our presence, and development of patient trust and confidence'^between 
patient and the examining party. The first day, we met again the local 
regional health director, Dr. Ruth Berry, who was incidentally submitting 
her blood specimen to the CDC for examination for lyssa's Disease which 
she may have had when in Nigeria. We then toured the three counties and 
their small boroughs from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. without lunch or snack 
break. The second day, however, was not so strenuous, as well as not 
being so productive.

In the nine patients, only one had evidence of syphilitic heart 
disease (W -;) and none had obvious neurologic disease,
patient who has been so successful in avoiding the party I 
has apparently had a marked personality change and is a CNS syphilis 
suspect. He now lives with his wife and girl friend--the latter was 
recently found to have a reactive STS and has not yet been Investigated. 
So, as well as being a CNS syphilis suspect, the patient may also have a 
new case of acquired syphilis, if that is possible.

The 1970 survey of Tuskegee patients was begun on April 20-21, 1970, 
by Mrs. Eunice Laurie, Mr. Jerry Boown, and myself. During those two 
days, nine patients were examined who were not seen during the 1968 exams. 
All nine were seen at their homes in Russell, Macon, or Bullock Counties, 
Alabama. At least three of those patients would not have submitted for 
exam, except that they were taken by surprise (both f ) and/

Another patient, 1: .. , dodged the survey party on three. ______  . _ . . .
visits to his home, but I am confidant that at early hour we shall be 
successful in seeing him as well. Another man. Will Harris, is a neigh­
bor of one of the rather recalcitrant patients we did examine: e

?. By the time we had seen/ patient,’ . ’’had gone
fishing.1' At an early hour in the morning, I am confident as well that 
patient L can be seen.
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6.

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.

I

I

I

cc:
Dr. Schroeter 
Mrs. Price 
Mr. Bradford

Therefore, we will tentatively plan to return on Wednesday, the 
29th of this month to complete the local survey. I shall try to arrange 
for lease of a phonocardiograph apparatus in the meantime.

\

TSS - Ac- I'Vh

L

5. Nurse Laurie knows of at least six other patietts in the Macon 
County area to be seen, and we learned of others who have returned from 
the North who are living somewhere in Alabaman-likely in the Tuskegee 
area. One of the patients we saw during these past two days returned 
from Cleveland, Ohio, 10 years ago, but it was just in scouring the 
county that Nurse Laurie learned he was back and we found him. 
Incidentally, he had not been seen since 1942.
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May 4, 1970

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.

Subject: Report of second week, 1970 survey, Tuskegee Study

To: Dr. William J. Brown

1.

J

3.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

V

teox 2

T5S-G-£*>t'Hi

Date:

Rejly to 
Attn of:

Mrs. Laurie, Jerry Brown and I spent two more days on April 30- 
May 1, 1970 (our third and fourth days) during the 1970 survey examining 
patients in their homes. We were successful in examining eight patients-- 
the very number Nurse Laurie had indicated she thought we could see. 
Of those eight, one was last examined in 1944, another in 1952, another 
in 1958, two in 1963, and three in 1966. In what I consider to be a 
healthy practice, we do not discriminate among the patients according 
to whether they are syphilitic or controls. I do feel certain, how’ever, 
that there were a couple or more syphilitics among these patients.

2. We were fortunate in examining without difficulty two patients who 
had successfully eluded us the previous week: ; and /
1 , as well as / however, would allow themselves to be
examined only with the understanding that no blood would be drawn. I 
did not find any obvious cardiovascular or central nervous system syphilis 
this week, although two patients C ) exhibited marked
cerebellar ataxia, the cause of which in both cases is probably hyper­
tension. However, it could be syphilis also.

Nurse Laurie as usual was indispensable. Again we worked long 
hours particularly on the first day but also on the second day. as well. 
Two patients were also taken to John Andrews Memorial Hospital for 
chest x-rays on the second day (J - - Once
more, however, I began to doubt Nurse Laurie1s conflicting loyalty to 
the project. Several times I have wondered whether she wears two hats-- 
one of a Public Health Nurse, locally coordinating the Study and one of 
a local Negro lady identifying with those local citizens--all of her 
race--who have been "exploited" for research purposes. The point of 
question is why no one ever examined/ since 1944. This
patient claims to have lived in the same house for 35 years, and that 
house for 35 years, and that house is located only about four blocks 
from the old Macon County Health Depar tment where all of our survey 
examinations were generally held. One could argue that no one even in 
a small community would know all 600 patients in the study, so that it 
w’ould not be surprising for a couple of patients to be unavoidably 
forgotten. However, Nurse Laurie was not present when I examined 1 
(she was out arranging for s x-ray), and he volunteered that
Nurse Laurie and her husband were close friends of his'. It is also 
notable that patient u has not worked for about 10 years, so work
did not keep him away from a roundup. He also noted that he got penicillin 
shots, a full series, at the Macon County Health Department as soon as

.y-
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5.

1

6.
(

7. 
patients.

possible after 1944, when he first learned he had "bad blood." 
Perhaps I am being supersensitive, but this all seems to be a bit 
more than mere coincidence.

Again, another patient did all in his power to avoid us 
•, who drives a cab in Tuskegee). Another patient-- 

--works at Auburn University and did not have time to 
be seen when we visited his home. He therefore promised to be present 
Thursday, the 7th of May, when we hope to return. There are communities 
such as Shorter and Notasulga where some patients were known to live 
previously and where we have not at all ventured during this survey. 
In addition to L__ and . , Nurse Laurie suspects there are
at least 4 or 5 others in those two communities, although she does 
not personally know them nor apparently the communities very well. 
One factor which may necessitate a delay, however, is the health of 
Nurse Laurie's brother-in-law near Nashville, Tennessee, who is 
reported to be in critical condition with hypertension, uremia, etc. 
If he dies, she will attend his funeral.

I did also approach a Mr. Ostwald, Assistant Postmaster, Tuskegee, 
asking for the post office's cooperation in locating any patients who 
may still be in Macon County somewhere. There are seven substations 
in and around Macon County in addition to the office in Tuskegee, and 
Mr. Ostwald indicated that they would cooperate in at least telling us 
whether they know the whereabouts of certain patients. Therefore, as 
soon as possible, I hope that we can get a complete list of those whose 
whereabouts are unknown and who were not seen in 1968 or 1970. This 
we will then send to Mr. Ostwald and the other substations for their help.

t-At- 
(970 -

During four days of examinations this year, we have now seen 17 
Early this week Jerry Brown and I will locate and examine 

, a patient now located here in Atlanta who has not been 
seen since 1939. We got his address from his sister, Martha, who wore 
wig, heavy make-up and the gaudiest clothes and must be the local Macon 
County whore. Then, if Nurse Laurie is still in Alabama, Jerry and I 
will make another two day pilgrimage to central Alabama on Wednesday- 
Thursday upcoming. All three of us are agreed that two days at any one 
stretch is about all that any of us can tolerate.

4.

Local conditions were again unbelievably primitive. One patient 
had not even electricity and lived about 2-3 miles from 

the nearest dirt road or neighbor. One of his two mules had just died 
within the past month "just across the rise" in front of his hut, and 
due to his age and disabilities, he had been unable to dispose of the 
corpse. The stench of our examining room (his hut) was unbelievable, 
and two mice which kept scampering about the room added to the local 
color. ! wife, who was herself 67 years old, was out in the
field with the remaining mule, plowing a couple of acres for watermelons. 
We obviously could not do an electrocardiogram and had to take 
and his wife to town--without doubt the delight of the year for both of 

them.

'* X” •
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May 8, 1970

Dr. Caldwell

Third Tuskegee Report, 1970

Dr. Brown, Dr. Schroeter, Mr. Bradford, and Mrs. Price 

2.

• •

I

I

, last seen 1939 
last seen 1939 

last seen 1965 
last seen 1963 

 last seen 1941
at seen 1963

The total patients examined in 1970 for three weeks (two days each 
week) is now 23.

<

___  i ■
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2. was found in Atlanta on Connally Street, S.E., near
the stadium. It is notable that he now calls himself officially 

/, but our locating him was even more difficult in that  
those who know him call him "Roadman Buckhanny." The various names 
were not the only hurdles we encountered; his sister in Tuskegee had 
given us the address, 496 Connally Street, S.E., add ae later found 
to our chagrin that his address is 469 Connally Street, S.E. While 
inquiring in the neighborhood, we talked to a 77 year old colored 
resident who confided that she was "scared to death" of her neighbors 
(fellow Negro residents) who had stolen from her, burned her out once, 
etc. I truly believe she isn't paranoid.

3. * was found to have classic aortic insufficiency
and syphilitic heart disease. He even had deMusset’s sign and capillary 
pulsations which none of the other patients with Al have had. It is 
unfortunate that it took us all of 29 years, however, to locate and 
examine him again. This has destroyed much of the potential of being 
able to follow the development of this complication of syphilis. Nurse 
Laurie says this particular patient himself contributed to his not 
being followed, in that he has been a lay minister in the church. 
When he was first seen and examined (as well as his wife), he was 
offended to think that he was being questioned for "bad blood," as it 
gust was not religiously proper for a man of his standing to have such 
a disease. It is rather ironic that he now has about the most serious 
aortic valvular disdase of any the patients still living. Of course, 
he is living*.

1. The third week of 1970 patient visits in Macon County was conducted 
on May 6-7. Again the team of Laurie, Brown, and Caldwell traveled 
about 300 miles over county roads, securing information about departed 
subjects (to other parts of the country or dead) and examining remain­
ing patients who were not seen in 1968. During the past week, the 
following patients were examined:
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, F.C. II; Z

I

4. There are five living patients in Macon County who still have 
significant syphilitic cardiovascular disease. They are as follows: 

f i, with Functional Class IV disease; Z
t   . F.C. II; .  ,

FC II. It behooves us, I think, to attempt to record their

5. We now know ths whereabouts of three more patients in Macon County: 
, and ' Therefore, we plan

to return to Tuskegee on Tuesday, May 12, to examine those men as well 
as any others Nurse Laurie may have found by that time. Again, we 
shall probably spend two days in Tuskegee, examining patients, trans­
porting various ones to John Andrews Hospital for x-rays, and perusing 
John Andrews medical records for information (which I have not been 
able to do thus far). We have determined that many of the original 
participants are dead, and there are a number that have moved from 
the community recently. Although I have not an exact number at this 
time, I judge that there are apparently 50 patients upon whom we 
have no information. It is likely now that very few if any of these 
are still alive in or aroudd Macon County. Mrs. Price will be updating 
our tabulation according to the information we have found within the 
next few days.

"T5S G-tAjeRAl-

A F.C. Il 
, F.C. II; and '  1c. 

’ murmurs 
as well as their pulse pressure and apex abnormalities now that we 
are sophisticated enough in medicine to do these measurements.
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May 11, 1970

Dear Dr. Berry:

Sincerely yours.

u.
William J, Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 
State and Community Services Division

unice Laurie 
’rice

Dr. Ruth Berry
Macon County Health Department 
Tuskegee, Alabama 3&083

effort. On examination, he was markedly pale with obvious recent weight 
loss. His vital signs were remarkable in that he now weighs only 123 
pounds and his pulse was 95-100 per minute sitting and 115 per minute 
standing. Except for obvious anemia, the only, other physical finding 
of note was « firm nodule in the left upper lobe of the prostate.

The outstanding finding on exam then appealed to be a relatively severe 
anemia, it was not our purpose to determine the cause of the anemia, 
but it may be that the prostatic nodule is neoplastic and has led to a 
myelophthisic anemia through involvement of the bones, although he’* 
denied any bone pain.

Thank you for your cooperation with us in our surveys. Be shall 
continue to report to you on patients who need medical care but have 
no private physician at the time they are seen.

7,

cc:
Mrsr 
Mrsk

/ I

Mr. Reba, was seen a week ago at which
time he reported that heha<n>een sick for four or five months with 
loss of appetite, weight loss of about 25 pounds and recent dyspnea on

In keeping with previous customs in our Tuskegee surveys, I wish to 
report to you the ill health of one of the patients seen by us during 
this present survey.

71dwell*pac

Cox a
TSS- pia

_ _____ * 11'
Since Mr.fl^gp^ has no private physician, I decided to write to you. 
Perhaps if his anemia is due to prostatic cancer, then medical care 
will aid him significantly (hormone therapy, etc.)

<?• -

>..

'■7

i
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May 12, 1970

Dear Dr. McRae:

Mr.

I

Sincerely yours,

I

JGCaldwell*pac

I

J

i
i

cc:
Mrs. Eunice Laurie
Mrs. Price

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

The electrocardiogram was abnormal with left axis deviation and voltage 
suggestive of left ventricular hypertrophy.

During our recent survey of study patients in Macon County, we saw
i, who asked that we report our findings to you.

Except for hypertension and periarthritic about the shoulders, Mr. 
m* noted few medical problems. On examination, he weighed 169 
pounds; his pulse was 68 and regular; blood pressure was 166/104— 
the same in both arras. In the eyes he had grade II hypertensive 
sclerosis. The heart was moderately enlarged with the PMI being 
located at the anterior axillary line in the 6th left intercostal 
space. The aortic component of the second heart sound was markedly 
accentuated. Peripheral pulses were all present and normal. The 
prostate was 1+ enlarged and benign.

Dr. Luther McRae
P.O. Box 568 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

/
/

I suggested to Mr. reduce his weight even further to perhaps
150 pounds in view of his hypertension and that he continue his anti­
hypertensive therapy under your care. *

T SS - Of-
/?7 © i

1



/ 77 0

May 14, 1970

Dear Dr. Collier:

your

•• Sincerely yours.

comb

JGO. lwell*pac

I

cc:
Mrfi

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

Dr. Jamas R. Collier
Etowah County Health Department 
Gadsden, Alabama 35904

Hoy S
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In addition to Dr. Caldwell, I want to thank you for 
very willing courtesy in helping us to examine Mr. —
I am particularly sorry that our team did not arrive in time 
to see the patient at your health department, as you had made 
such an effort to see that he would be there.

I do want you to know, however, that we certainly appreciated 
your prompt and sincere efforts.
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May 18, 1970

Dear Sir:

Sincerely yours.

Enclosure I

May Flynncc:

EVPrice/gh

V

I

State Registrar
Bureau of Vital Statistics
Alabama Department of Health 
State Office Building
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

William J. Brown, M. D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

TSS - G-eNfeflA t /<}7o

The list includes last known place of residence, birth date, nearest 
relative, and date of death (or approximate year). All are Negro males.

You may bill us either for the number of death certificates located or 
for the time required to search your files. Your courtesy in this 
matter will be appreciated.

There is attached hereto a list of 9 former participants in a research 
project conducted by the Public Health Service in Macon County, Alabama, 
since 1932. To complete our records we are anxious to obtain copies of 
their death certificates.

/ .■ t .
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Fourth report, Tuskegee Survey, 1970Subject:

To:

On May 12-131.

During these two days, we located and examined five patients:2.

(last seen in 1932), Birmingham, Alabama

4. Although our task is to locate and examine any patient who has not 
seen since 1968, our so doing is inevitably adding a great deal of bias

»

J

Dr. William J. Brown
Chief, VD Branch, SCSD

I

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
HEALTH SERVICES ANO MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

Date:

Reply to 
Attn of:

Q>o> $
TSS- r A t- 1^70L

for the study. In addition, we located a fourth-J 
been living in Tuskegee next to the Macon County Hospital, 
visited him twice and was convinced that he would cooperate.

to the Study. We are now selecting those patients who were fortunate 
and somehow managed to live in harmony with syphilis. We will include 
these as being relatively healthy despite their syphilis, and those 61 
whom we still have no information whatever will most likely never be 

allowed to tell their stories.

1. On May 12-13, 1970, Nurse Laurie, Jerry Brown and I made our fourth 
weekly attempt to determine the whereabouts of patients still alive in 
and around Macon County and to ascertain when and where others have 

died or disappeared.

(last seen Ln 1932)
^■■■■■■■^(last seen in 1966)

(last seen in 1952)
(last seen in 1933) , East Gadsden, Alabama

The total patients seen in the four weeks of the 1970 roundup are 28.

3. The legend of the spinal death of 1932-33 continued to haunt us. 
Patient OKKBHMBB said that the patient before him who climbed on the 
table for his spinal tap was carried off dead. The same story has been 
told to us by several other patients, and although the records are not 
available, I now suspect that this was not just myth. More than any 
other event, this one happening has hampered more our locating and 
following patients than any other in the history of the Tuskegee Study. 
As seen above, we again found three patients this week who had not been 
seen or heard from since 37 or 38 years ago when they were first selected 
for the study. In addition, we located a four th-has 
been living in Tuskegee next to the Macon County Hospital. Nurse Laurie 
visited him twice and was convinced that he would cooperate. Our third 
and fourth trips to his home proved fruitless as he was nowhere to be 

found.
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Joseph G. .Caldwell, M.D.

cc:

j •

Bo* 8
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Dr. Schroeter
Mr. Bradford 
Mr. Jerry Brown
Mrs. Holcomb

6. Attached is a list of patients seen in 1970 as well as the year in 
which they were last seen. Also, attached is an updated summary of the 
status of all the Tuskegee Study patients.

*
5. Nurse Laurie continues to ask about some 49 patients' whereabouts. 
We have now sent letters to the Macon County post offices asking for 
their assistance, and I shall telephone Mr. Theodore today to determine 
what information he has accumulated. The only other trip planned to 
Tuskegee is for phonocardiograms on selected patients. At that time, 
I hope to find Mr. as well. If Nurse Laurie or the postoffice
aids us in finding any other patients, then we may at that time have to 
reconsider returning for another session.
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May 21, 1970

\1

Dear Dr, Calhoun:

Sincerely yours.

JGCaldwell*pac

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D. 
Assistant to the Chief
Venereil Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

During our recent survey of the Macon County patients, I examined
l, your patient, who asked that I send you a report

Dr. Thomas J. Calhoun
319 Fonville Street 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

The electrocardiogram was abnormal with a right bundle branch block 
pattern with left axis deviation. There were multifocal premature 
ventricular contractions and a supraventricular arrhythmia of undeter­
mined nature due to the shortness of our rhythm strips.

j
I

I also suggested to Mr. that he consult you regarding his recent
abdominal problem which suggests very much an active peptic ulcer.

Let-/SJ

We have arranged for Mr. to have a chest x-ray and barium swallow
to better define the extent of his heart disease. I was usable to locate 
his John Andrew Hospital chart but assume that you diagnosed rheumatic 
fever when you treated him for arthritis in his feet and knees in 1950.

Mr.SH#^^ told me of recent problems with abdominal pains, waking him 
during the past couple of weeks at 12 p.m. to 2 a.m. in the night. He 
has obtained relief with milk of magnesia whenever the pains bothered him 
most. The pains, mainly in the midline epigastrium, have been of a 
"heaving" nature.

On examination, the patient weighed 155 pounds with a height of 69 
Inches. The blood pressure was 134/88 in both arms and the pulse rate 
48 and markedly irregular. The cardiac exam was remarkable in that 
there was a grade 3/6 late diastolic rumble at the apex with a 4/6 open­
ing snap. The rhythm was grossly irregular. There was point tenderness 
just to the right of midline In the epigastrium, at about the spot one 
would expect the duodenum to cross the vertebral column.

Mr. aMvaa
of my findings.



May 22, 1970

Dear Dr. McRae:

Mr.

Mr.

Sincerely yours.
’J

JGCaldwell*pac

During our recent survey of patients in the Tuskegee area, I saw
who asked that I report ny findings to you.

I strongly urged to stop smoking his one pack of cigarettes
a day. This should be the treatment of top priority for both his chronic 
obstructive lung disease as well as for the angina pectoris, atypical as 
it is.

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.
Assistant to the Chtif
Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

On examination, the patient was thin, moderately deaf and appeared to be 
in poor general health. Blood pressure was 160/92 in both arms and the 
pulse, 68 and regular. Visual acuity was reduced to 20/50 in both eyes. 
The cardiac PMI was located in the 6th left intercostal space in the 
midclavicular line. There was a 2+ left ventricular heave. The left 
pulmonary base was elevated above that of the right posteriorly and 
there were scattered crackling rales in the left base both anteriorly 
and posteriorly. The chest A-P diameter was expanded, and the estimated 
FEVC was slowed 1-2+ with sibilant ronchi throughout the lungs. There 
was a 1% cm. firmer nodule in the left lobe of the prostate.

cc:
Mrs. Eunice Laurie
Mrs. Holcomb

told us of his recent difficulties with dyspnea on effort, 
melena with resultant anemia during his most recent hospitalization and 
initial hematuria, occasional hesitancy, urgency, and frequent nocturia. 
He also told of stinging anterior chest pains with exertion.

Dr. Luther McRae
P. 0. Box 568 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

Mr.s electrocardiogram was abnormal with right bundle branch 
block and as expected, left axis deviation.

TS5 - Crfxvetfrti- 
/?7O
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May 22, 1970

Dear Dr. Blanton:

Mr.

Sincerely yours.

JGCaldwell*pac

I

Dr. H. S. Blanton
Union Springs, Alabama 36089

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.
Assistant to the Chief
Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

cc:
Mrs. Eunice Laurie
Mrs. Holcomb

I did pot mention the carotid bruit to the patient, as he has had no 
symptoms of transient cerebral ischemia. However, you may wish to 
consider a corrective procedure if and when he ever does have such 
symptoms as transient paresthesias, paresis, etc. I advised him to 
continue under your care for his degenerative arthritis of the neck and 
knees.

On examination, Mr. appeared vigorous and had a blood pressure of
166/100 in both arras with a pulse of 72. There was a grade 3/6 to and 
fro bruit in the right common carotid artery area. All other positive 
findings were limited mainly to the knees and neck. The following 
restrictions of motion were noted in the neckt lateral tilting to 33Z 
on both sides; lateral neck flexion to 50Z bilaterally; posterior flexion 
to 50Z; anterior flexion normal. The Spurling’s sign was positive on 
the left side. The knees were hypertrophically deformed 2+ bilaterally 
with 2+ crepitation on passive motion. There was only minimal limitation 
of motion in either the hips or the knees. Mr. electrocardiogram
was normal.

f3o> g
/ Ss- RA c 1770

During our recentsu^ey of patients in the Macon County area of Alabama, 
I saw Mr. of Fort Davis, who asked that I report my findings 
to you.

Mr. reported that he continues to work as a trackman on the SCL 
Railroad and that he remains in good health except for left neck pains 
which he has had since 1961.



May 22, 1970

Dear Dr. Calhoun: r-

Mr.

Sincerely yours.

JGCaldwell*Pac

During our recent survey of patients in the Tuskegee area, I saw 
(of Hurtsboro, who asked that I report my findings to you.

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.
Assistant to the Chief
Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

Dr. Thomas J. Calhoun
319 Fonvllle Street
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

cc:
Mrs. Eunice Laurie
Mrs. Holcomb

I praised Mr.for his self restraint in stopping smoking and 
advised him to continue to see you, particularly when and if he develops 
symptoms of a respiratory infection.

On exam, he was slender and withered. Blood pressure was 136/94 in both 
arms with a pulse of 64. There was surgical aphakia in both eyas with a 
scarred iris in the left eye. Cardiac sounds were faint. Chest per­
cussion yielded hyperresoaance bilaterally with a barrel chest configura­
tion on examination. The estimated FEVC was 3-4+ slowed; pulmonary 
ausculatition revealed decreased breath sounds, and abdominal breathing 
was prominent. The prostate was 2+ enlarged and benight’. The electro­
cardiogram was normal.

Mr.40BHb reported that his chief difficulty is dyspnea with effort, 
which he has had for the past decade. Fortunately he related that you 
have been successful in persuading hint to stop smoking.

Box s
A ~r$S a i-
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May 25, 1970

Dear Dr. Smith:

Sincerely yours.
!

I

During our recent survey of patients in the Tuskegee area, I saw Mr.«®33 
of Shorter, Alabama, and he asked that X report my findings to you.

I did suggest to the patient that he consider returning to your care for 
antihypertensive therapy and that he needed to lose weight. His rheumatic 
heart disease is functional class I presently, and I certainly hope that 
it remains so, although the history of the arrhythmia which you treated 
recently may indicate that he may have more of the same difficulties in 
the future.

cc: Mrs. Laurie
Mrs. Holcomb

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.
Assistant to the Chief
Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

Dr. Murray Smith
P.O. Box 732
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

8
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Mr. related that he was in good health except for hypertension
which has been sporadically treated for the past three years, non-bleeding 
hemorrhoids, and weight gain up to 265 pounds presently.

Mr. jBflPv8 electrocardiogram showed broad, flat P waves in Lead II and 
left axis deviation but was otherwise normal. We have arranged for a 
barium swallow and chest x-ray, but those are pending.

By examination, Mr.4HHVBl was overweight even for his 6'5V frame. His 
blood pressure was 178/106 in the right arm and 180/112 in the left. 
Pulse was 80 and regular. His eyes appeared to be proptotic, but there 
was no tremor, ophthalmoparesis, or history of excessive sweating. The 
heart was not enlarged; however, there was a grade 2/6 pansystolic murmur 
at the cardiac apex with a 2/6 late diastolic rumble. Both murmurs were 
accentuated in the left lateral position as well as by exercise. In 
retrospect, the patient admitted a bout of arthritis with aching in one 
of his knees 2-3 years ago. There was no known correlation with any 
streptococcal pharyngitis. The only other significant finding was internal 
hemorrhoids.

I



June 1, 1970

Trip Report - Montgomery and Selma, Alabama

2.

Over-growth” is not a particular

3. Dr. Ross has been reluctant to perform tests of cure in Selma because 
of the additional workload, but has agreed to begin on a sample of one in

4. Mr. Daniels does not have McBee cards tor reporting res 
(required in Selma, Tuscaloosa, Birmingham and Montgomery).

cc;

Chief, Program Services Section 
Venereal Disease Branch

of growth of any organism on the plate, 
problem in any of the studies.

Windell R. Bradford
Acting Program Management Officer

Dr. Brown Dr. Schroeter
Mr. O’Mara Mr. Blount

2. Dr. Schroeter and I discussed the Gonorrhea Control Pilot Study with 
Dr. Hosty in Montgomery; and with Dr. Ross (Health Officer), Mr. Wright 
(Laboratory Director), and Mr. Richardson (our Rep) in Selma. We should 
in the future view laboratory reports of "no growth" as negatives, since

Agreement was reached to proceed. Dr. Myers suggested that Dr. Wolfe be 
named as Project Supervisor and that the details be worked out with him 
and Mrs. Anne Smith, Director of Nursing of the State Health Department. 
Dr. Wolfe will return to the office on Monday, June 1, and call us after 
he lias reviewed the proposed agreement. The proposal was also discussed 

with Mr. Robbins.

to provide.

5. Mr. Richardson feels that more contacts can be obtained through more 
intensive interviewing. Currently getting about 1.5. He no longer must 
provide pick-up and delivery of culture plates, and has ironed out other 
logistical and administrative problems, and, therefore, will be able to 

ddvote more time to epidemiology.

(Laboratory Director), and Mr. Richardson (our Rep) in Selma, 
in the future view laboratory reports of "no growth" as negat
this designation simply informs the physician that there was no evidence 

..i _ ______ ____ J — * * 3 C nnt A DATti CtlX

five females treated, and on a sample of 50 males. Since bicillin is ad­
ministered along with tetracycline for gonorrhea. Dr. Schroeter suggested 
that the test of cure be provided one month (instead of one week) after 
treatment. Patients positive at one month will be interviewed to get an 
idea of re-infection vs. treatment failure. (Although Selma is not the 
ideal place, an evaluation of the effect of treating gonorrhea patients 
with bicillin plus tetracycline might be carried out somewhere in the 

State.)

4. Mr. Daniels does not have McBee cards for reporting tests of cure 
Snlr.m Th sea loosa. BirminEham and Montgomery) . Promised

f^lT Dr. Brown and I met with Dr. Myers to discuss the proposed Cooperative 

Agreement with Alabama to furnish nursing services for the Tuskegee study.
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June 11, 1970

J.G. Caldwell, M.D.

Tuskegee Study, 1970

If you have any suggestions, I’ll be happy to hear from you.

■*-

z.

/
/

With Dr. Schroeter’s help, I do feel fortunate that we accomplished something 
in addition to seeing 29 more patients: phonocardiographic and pulse pressure 
recordings on the four patients with still obvious cardiovascular syphilis. 
I hope still to make something from this information within the remaining three 
weeks.

Dr. Anne R. Yobs 
FDA
Building 28, Chamblee

CoA $
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Not only did he nix my efforts to secure the aid of the Post Office in Macon 
County (the cooperation of which I’d verbally obtained), but also his procrastination 
delayed every other aspect (see the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Theodore 
asking for an explanation of a 2-week delay in a drafted letter's reaching 
him). Also, you'll note that my initial approach of the Post Office occurred 
on May 1, 1970, and it was not until May 19, 1970, that Dr. Brown decided that 
the letters with lists of patients should not be sent to the Post Offices.

As per telephone, enclosed are five wordy reports of our travels this year. 
We did not achieve nearly all that was hoped. Ellie's attack was particularly 
damaging and it’s particularly difficult without her. However, Dr. Brown was 
our greatest impediment.
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June 11, 1970

Fifth (final) report, Tuskegee Survey, 1970

1.

cardiograms and pulse pressure recordings were obtained on the following patients: 
1. . . (aortic stenosis)
2- . (aortic regurgitation with an Austin-Flint component)
3. !

4.

3.

<

4.

to me. '
patient was an imposter.

5.
6.

Dr. William J. Brown 
Chief, VD Branch

(aortic regurgitation)
(aortic regurgitation)

. (aortic regurgitation with minimal aortic stenosis) 
(mitral regurgitation and stenosis)

TSS- G-eN&g. fl z_ - I ?7O 
L

1

was
This is 

The most pronounced 
.i, while the least pronounced was that of 

on April 21, 1970, had a
Yesterday, I would have probably missed

However, the murmur did record

rather a myocardiopathy of undetermined etiology. 7
tion a physician at this stage would get a false negative impression.

The aortic regurgitation noted in.' \
high-pitched in caliber and long lasting throughout most of diastole, 
supposedly classical for syphilitic aortic valve destruction.
recording was that from

It is surprising that V
Grade 3/6 holodiastolic blowing Al murmur.
his murmur, which at most was reduced to Grade 1/6.
on the phonocardiogram and was definitely there despite its being almost inaudible. 
Woolfolk over that short period of time has had a clinical deterioration from 
Functional Class II to Functional Class HI, and his blood pressure in that same 
time has dived from 190/88 to 100/70. This has served as a teaching experience

Two GSA cars were driven in order that we be more flexible in transporting

, Phono-

We were successful in corralling . who's not been seen since his
initial exam in 1932. (If I may be pardoned for bragging, this meant that we batted 
a "perfect 100 percent" in examining any patient whose tracks we happened to cross. ) 
Again, lived right in Tuskegee, and a certificate over the mantel of his
living room acknowledged that he'd worked in the VA Hospital, Tuskegee, from 1943 
until his retirement in September, 1960. Since retirement, he's remained right there 
in Tuskegee. was not the sole patient we examined in 1970 who had never been
seen after the initial exam in 1932-33. and ’ c

-were also in that category. Although the number of patients completely

On Wednesday, June 10, 1970, the final trip to Tuskegee by Laurie, Brown, and 
Caldwell was made (the ninth day for the year). Accompanying us were Dr. Gerald 
Fletcher, Director of Internal Medicine and Cardiology, Georgia Baptist Hospital, 
Atlanta, and Dr. John Cantwell, a cardiologist in the PHS assigned to the U.S. 
Penitentiary (Atlanta))and through whose aid we arranged for Dr. Fletcher's 
services.

time has dived from 190/88 to 100/70. This has served as a teaching experience
If I had not known Woolfolk so well, I would have sworn that yesterday's 

k---------- ---- -----  l_.r—___. This is, however, medically credible, in that as the
function of the myocardium deteriorates, murmurs and blood flow diminish even to 
the point of extinction (certainly for murmurs and unfortunately for flow too at time 
of death). Therefore, one who had the classic picture of syphilitic aortic insufficien­
cy with clinical deterioration assumes the picture of no syphilitic involvement, but

' , In this type of patient, by examina-

2. '
patients to and from the Macon County Health Department (new building).
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5.

have drafted letters of appreciation to Mrs. Laurie and to Dr. Berrey.

Jc(s€ph G. Caldwell, M.D.

cc: Dr. Schroeter
Mr. Bradford 
Mr. Jerry Brown
Mrs. Holcomb

n>ox §
TSS- C-Er.'ftftu nyo

unaccounted for has been reduced to approximately 50, I am still confident that 
given some outside help we would have found a number of them still in Macon 

County.

The final count for the 1970 survey then is 29 patients. 89 were seen in 
1968; however, five of those have since died. We know then of 113 living patients 
in Alabama and Atlanta, Georgia. Any further examinations of these patients 
must now depend on the health of Nurse Laurie. She is a remarkable person who 
very diplomatically remains half-way between the patients and our white staff. 
Again on this particular trip, she did a yeoman's job, meeting me at 7:00 a.m. and 
sticking with the work until 8:00 p.m. without any lunch. She did confirm that 
there was NO patient who died from any spinal or any other procedure in the course 
of this total study—despite all the rumors to the contrary among the patients.
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June 11, 1970

Dear Mrs. Laurie:

I

Sincerely yours,

«

,.Z ;

Mrs. Eunice Laurie
Macon County Health Department
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

Joseph G. Caldwell, M.D.
Assistant to the Chief
Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

oX S
TSS - G- l - n 70

Once again, I want to commend you for your performance during 
the past couple of months. You were truly a dedicated stalwart, 
and the whole job was very pleasant as a result. Mrs. Holcomb 
in this office and I are working to tabulate the 1970 results, 
and I foresee that before the end of the month, one of us may 
again have to consult you personally. However, certainly the 
bulk of the work (patient visits, information-gathering, etc.) 
is well behind us.

I failed to get your number of days worked yesterday in the 1970 
survey. So, I hope you will write to us supplying us with that 
information (an addressed ewvelope is enclosed for your conven­
ience).

I also failed to tell you that I asked to report to you
for a chest x-ray. You'll find enclosed a form for his x-ray.



June 16, 1970

Dear Dr. Caldwell:

we will return the forms

Sincerely,
/

T-SS - 6-erJ E R AL
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As soon as the x-ray is made of 
for the same.

It was a pleasure for me to work with the staff in making the 
survey in Macon County for 1970.

Dr. Joseph G. Caldwell
Assistant to the Chief
Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

In reply to your letter of June 11th, I worked seventeen days 
during the 1970 survey.

Eunice R. Laurie

MACON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

P. O. BOX 27

TUSKEGEE, ALABAMA - 36083



June 17, 1970

Dear Mrs. Laurie:

has

r4<

Sincerely yours.

JGCaldwell.MD: az

cc:
Dr. Caldwell

Again, thamk you for your dedicated service. Without you, this study 
would not have been possible.

I

Mrs Eunice R. Laurie
104 Brown Street 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

William J. Brown, M.D.
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 
State and Cotomnity Services Division

Dr. Caldwell and Mr. Brown again returned from the 1970 survey of patients 
reporting that you were extrenwly dedicated to finding all possible 
patients living in and around Macon County. I wish to coceoend you for 
your conscientious efforts, as I understand that you travelled ’’long and 
wide** trying to locate various patients.

I

i

V2>e> X g,
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Dr. Caldwell reports that there are about five chest x-rays to be complet­
ed (including two barium swallows) as of last Wednesday when he was last 
there. Just today we received a letter from Mr. Theodore in Rockville, 
Maryland, who reports that he has located patient nunber flV

Robs, Alabama. I expect that Mr.
returned there from the Morth.

Therefore, if you can complete the chest x-rays within the next week, 
then perhaps Dr. Caldwell can arrange to meet you on the morning of Fri­
day, the 26th of this month, to examine Mr.flHBB^ as well as to secure 
the chest x-rays taken this year at John Andrews Hospital.
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June 17, 1970

Dear Dr. Berrey;

•o--

rown, M.D.

r

I

For the time being, we have again completed another year’s survey of 
Macon County patients whom we started following back in 1932-33.

Dr. Ruth Berrey
Macon County Health Department 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

Once again, our staff was very favorably iapreased with the willing co­
operation of you and your staff. Such a reception makes our wrk much 
more pleasant.

William J. 
Chief, Venereal Disease Branch
State and Community Services Division

755 - GfArEi. A L. 1^70

Sincerely your;

Twenty-nine patients were seen this year, and we completed the survey by 
performing phonocardiographic and pulse pressure recordings on six of the 
patients in your new health facilities. Of those 29 patients, perhaps the 
sickest was who has no private physician. Although his
symptoms of anorexia, loss of weight, and weakness and shortness of breath 
(apparently reflecting rather severe anemia) do not suggest pulmonary dis­
ease, he must be regarded as a TB suspect, and we’ve asked Mrs. Laurie to 
arrange for a chest x-ray.

cc:
Mrs. Laurie 

/ Mrs,Holcomb
Dry^ldwel1

JGCfeXdwelljMD: az



Juno 29, 1970

Dear Doctor Brov.'n:

our

pathologist’s fee recently approved by the Milbank Foundation, your decision 
• * • • a • i — v»* •» n n v*\ zsi n  4*

another long distance call to the Florida undertaker, informing him of

to help ytrack lost patients

n.dministrativs enthusiasm has
Indications of this occurred

post office oven wb-^ 
example was <- •

negative decision, 
and MrGo Laurie» 

to the

MACON (f ,)UNTY HEALTH DEPARTMEtff' 

P. O. BOX 27

TUSKEGEE, ALABAMA - aaoss

Che local postmaster had agreed to help us  
erro-week dolay of the letter with information to Ifr. Theodore 

when I had drafted the letter immediately.

Dr. William J. Brown, Chief
Venereal Disease Branch
Rational Comimnicablo Disease Center
Atlanta, Georgia 30333

x’ow is Mrs. Laurie to exnlain to them that the burial 
oxpensoT^Tl b. supported by th. PUS, when tho' KS isn't Irtorostod eno.>sh 
in the ’’scientific contribution” to pay for the autopsy ivselff

The fundamental question is whothor the shol\ld3S_??:!<i

because its cost cun no longer be just^-ua-

p^lents ti.roush.tM TueMSoe
. ___ i t<t•t-.ar hp-d arreod to heln us. Another

I am dismayed to hear Mrs. (Nurse) Laurie’s bewilderment caused by 
decision last Thursday to abandon the autopsy Fatient
in the Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis. Even though the quoted autopsy 
price of ?200 plus $35 transnortation fee is above the §125 allotted 
pathologist’s fee recently approved by the Milbank Foundation, your decision 
indicates that you are indeed’ "penny-wise and pound-foolish".

Over the past two years. I’ve grown to appreciate the indispensability 
of Nurse Laurie to this Study. As she relates to me, this recent decision, 
however, left her "mesmerised" and she felt later as though her neck had 
Loen placed in financial jeopardy. She had called the VD Branch only when 
the Florida local authorities demanded payment of the §235 in advance. She 
was indeed shaken to hear Mr. Bradford deny payment of the autopsy which had 
already boon granted by the^m^V family. If she had not oeen forced to 
secure advance payment, she would not have hesitated to authorize the autopsy.

Mrs. Laurie's rapport with the Study families has been particularly 
imoortant in obtaining postmortem examinations. In this particular case, 
thetfjlib family called Uice by long distance to verify their consent and 
to arrange for the postmortem exam. Mms. Laurie also placed two long-distance 
calls to the VD Branch before receiving the negative decision as-well^as^^

All of these calls were siade at the expense of the 
k<ore important, however, is the effect of this negativity 

family.



are still

Sincerely yours.

4 <.

In witness of:
)

-I
s,#- -

t

rosoph G. Caldwell, K.D.

how nuch greater it oould have been.” 
with the Tuskegee Study’.

xerox copy: Kr. Bradford
Dr. Schroeter 

... Dr. Millar
Eh'. Sencer

a.-

We know that 120 of the 600 original participants (21 percent) t 
alive and were examined either in 1968 or 1970. (Eight of the 89 seen in’ 
1968 are now deceased and none of the 39 examined in 197.0 is dead.) There 
are eight more patients whose addresses are known but who'vo not been seen 
since well before 1968. The whereabouts of another fifty patients' remain 
unknown.

(jo ■ “ ------- --

R •
:■

"Sts. Eunice Laurie

■ - -V.pte ■

’Tuar^°?1?r}y ^S* Lauri3—to whom the Study has

We/ko ^ve been intimately involved°wouTd rather the^Study 

‘ ‘ On the other hand, if it is to continue,

as of last week should

”uia rather th’study

then it should commence full-swing and such decisions
not even be considered.

Page two. Dr. Brown, 29, 1970

So that Mrs. Laurie may not be hampered by administrative negativity, 
I have today authorised her to secure as in the past all granted autopsies 
despite varying local costs (if abovo Milibands allotment) without any 
decision from above. If on the other hand you do not agree with continuing 
the Study in this fashion, you must so inform her.

I feel fortunate to be separating from the U.S. Public Health Service. 
As one of my fellow VD officers just stated, "It’s been nice, but just think

This has certainly been my experience
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Dear Mrs. Laurie:

Mrs. Eunice K. Laurie
104 Brown Street
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

July 7» 1970

I am going to write the Milbank Memorial Fund to see if the amount of money 
held by the Tuskegee Institute can be increased to cover costs in situations 
such as this one. It Is indeed unfortunatelybut a fact of life which I face 
daily, that arrangements such as the one between Milbank and Tuskegee are 
very difficult to secure directly through government channels. You should 
not, of course, authorize payments above the allotted amount until agree­
ment from Milbank has been secured.

TSS-
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I am hopeful that problems such as this recent one can be avoided in the 
future, and am particularly concerned that there has been a misunderstand­
ing about the facts surrounding our decision not to perform an autopsy on 
Mr. ‘J__

I was very concerned to learn of your great disappointment when arrange­
ments for the recent autopsy could not be made. The reason I elected to 
forego the autopsy in this instance was because we were encountering 
several obstacles in securing quickly the necessary payment to the path­
ologist ind the funeral hose in Florida. Direct payments by the government 
for services such as these are often ciBnbersome and require considerable 
lead time, and the fact that we were in a period of change between fiscal 
years further complicated the picture. It became clear to me that to pur­
sue the matter further would surely require a delay in the funeral arrange­
ments and I elected not to put the fatally through such an ordeal.

As you know, we haee been exploring the possibility of securing full-time 
nursing services for the study. We have just signed a Cooperative Agreement 
with the Alabama Department of Public Health to serve this purpose. I am 
hopeful, however, that we will be able to count on your help on occasion as 
we have in the past. Your help during the major round-ups of patients and 
in providing aaaistanceinorfanting the newnurse as signed to the study a 
will be very much needed, f «rpegt that we.will. bf ^calllngjaia jou as f re- 
quently in the future as we have in.the past.
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Page 2 • Mr*, fiualc* Lauri*

stacerely yours, 7)

atlliam J. Brtah, M.D.

Bradford/jc

i

cc:
Dr. Wolfe

I

Chief, Venereal Disease Branch 
State and Conraunity Services Division

X also want to tell you again tww much 1 personally appreciate your ser­
vice over the past years. It he* been gratifying to ns to know that the 
purposes of the study are being net with such diligence, and that at the 
same time our on-the-spot representative takes a real Interest in the 
wall being of each patient.

t3> csX S
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Jgly 16, 1970

We

ve are

ALSchroeter/vs

J

(
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Arnold 1. Schroatar, M.D.
Chief, Clinical Research
Venareal Disease Branch
State and Connunity Services Division

Mr, Louis A, Rabb
Administrator 
John Andrew Memorial Hospital 
Tuskegee, Alabama 36083

been very pleased with your service.

Sincerely yours.

Dear Mr. Rabb:

This confirms our telephone conversation of July 15, 1970. 

appreciate your continued help in maintaining the study that 

conducting. We will initiate payment to the John Andrew Memorial

Hospital for x-ray services rendered in the amount of $235.00. We 

would appreciate you forwarding to us the x-rays of these patients 

to be put into our permanent file for future reference.

Dr. Caldwell and X have been very impressed with the quality of the 

films and the diagnostic reports hhad have been sent. We have also 

£

-


