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critical that the office of Surgeon General be occupied by a person who 

------------ 1 hat person must possess a clear and 
consrstemly expressed, vision of public health He or she must be alive to the profound 
ethical dimensions of health issues in the late 20th century and have a proven track record of 
responding correctly to issues as they arise, not merely riding with the tide of public or 
professional opinion. In short, he or she must be a leader, not a follower, intellectually and 
instinctively true to the highest standards of ethical behavior in medicine

As a threshold matter, a Surgeon General must know and be able to articulate who he is and 
what he believes From the very beginning, when President Clinton announced his choice of 

j Henry Foster on February 2, this nominee has been unable to articulate from one day to the 

next a consistent account even of his own career At every turn, members of this committee 
of our own organization, and of the press have elicited from Dr. Foster and the administrarion 
new and revised accounts of various dimensions of his creed and his practice To this day 
amnZl Ti.T^15 Other T° day’ not one of these accounts
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Doubt, on the other hand, is the essence of Dr. Foster’s nomination.

Biographical Omission

As this testimony is written, it is impossible to say with assurance that he hasn't always been 
on the wrong side, because nothing of what is known about Dr. Foster’s role in each of these 
controversies is the result of ±e nominee’s frank and full disclosure. Everything that is 
known about them is the result of examination of the nominee’s record and repeated 
questioning of that record by others, our-selves included. The Administration has been 
reluctant to take the first step to volunteer accurate information about any of the issues that 
have placed this nomination in jeopardy

and other birth control devices to children, to the school-based clinic debate, to involvement 
with radical sex education programs, Dr. Foster has been on the cutting edge - and nearly 
always on its wrong"side.

The reasons are simple, and to express them is to belie the White House’s claim that Dr 
Foster is a "mamstream" nominee. The nominee claims that he is committed to abstinence as 
the primary approach to sex education Planned Parenthood has led the ideological and legal_ 
assault on abstinence education programs in the United States. The nominee claims that he 
desires to make abortion "safe, legal and rare " But he has served as a "Public Policy 
Advocate" for the Planned Parenthood Federation during a time when its national leadership 
had dedicated itself to opening 75 abortion clinics across the United States merely to meet a 
numerical goal consonant with the ~5th anniversary of its founding.

The difficulty with Dr Foster's nomination began with ±e refusal of the White House to 
share with the public, and with this committee, his basic philosophy. The biography of Dr 
Foster released by the White House mentioned his chronological affiliations, but totally 
ignored his lifelong ties to Planned Parenthood. That this would be the occasion Jor 
controversy can hardly be something the Administration would not recognize. The Chronicle 
of Philanthropy has noted on several occasions that the Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America is among the top 10 most frequently objected-to "chanties’’in the United States 
The Chronicle has reported that no nonprofit in the United States is more commonly 
eschewed through "restncted" gifts to the nauon’s United Way agencies.

Before discussing those issues in detail, I want to make one final point. This nomination has 
not been, and is not being, "Borked." No one has led an advertising campaign distorting the 
nominee's record, impugning his character, or implying dreaded, unnamed consequences for 
the nation if he takes office Naxme has scrolled through a listjrf his tastes in videos The 
debate over this nomination is first and foremost about profoundly important questions of 
public policy, and this nomination is in difficulty first and fore-most because the nominee 
himself has been unable to provide a consistent and accurate account of where he has stood 
and what he has done regarding these questions Even Robert Bork’s most vociferous 
opponents will agree, I think, that he did not leave anyone in doubt about the authenticity of 
his beliefs
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Sursecc Owwral. Thi* ft©* idctod wight to his WiMticn rsguding Dr 
knnwladge cf the Tuskegee experiment io 1969.

Dr. MeRie insists that Henry Foster did know abvut Uie Minencs of the experiment, But it is
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Dr. Foster has sought to portray himself m an advocate for the family, and for parent-child 

communication But, during Me time as an ctfRcial of Planned Parenthood of Nashville, that 
organization filed suit agaiaat a TeaMWM law requiring parental ransent for atation. F&r 

from being a strict statute, thai law provided for a judicial bypaai procedure by xvtiieh 
wenagen could seek ebortioni under court auspices without parental iovoNcment. Such an 
anangonent was not liberal enouga for Plumed Parenthood, which has led the national legal 
fight to exclude parents from Involvement with thair miner chlidren’i abortion decisions 
Again, this is net a mainstraam position « Americana support parental consent fo* abortion by 
margin* of 2-1 or 3-1. Parente themseivea *how an even higher tats of support for such laws

K la pcuible that Dr. Foster was end is ignorant of these positions taken by orgadxaiiuna wii 
whom he has been associated for nearly two decades. But it II not likely. Ignorance la a valid 

defense ia aomt circumstancei, but it is not I valid credential for someone who seeks to 

become the Won's doctor" and the loader of g Mticril cruMdl igiiflK xeenaae pregnancy

The Ameriean people hsd a right» know of Dr. Fosta’s association with this argmiirion 
and its Ideas The White House had no right to omit it from the biographical intbiroarion it 

provided the Congrees sad the nation

Tuskegee Institute

"Ignorance" is also the nominoe's defense against the circumstantial evidence, and the direct 
testimony of one individual, Dr. Luthar McRae, that, a* Vice President of the Macon County 
Medical Society in 1969, Dr Foatnr participated in a Public Health Sarvice briefing on the 
infamous Tuakcgoe syphilis reperiments h is not in dispute thsl Dr Fostar spoke out against 
the experiments in 1972, when they ware publicly revealed in media account! It is precisely 

that public expression cf outrage that provoked the reaction of Dr McRae, who has stated that 
he is willing to testify to this oomuittoa under oath that Dr. Fostar was indeed presoit at die 
meeting on May 12, 1969 wh«C PHS officials sought the ‘surrogate informed consent" of the 

MCM8 for continuation of the Turiugae Study

McRae is vatoguiiul, and here is whto he told Cart Ramsey of Family Newt in Focus

The mast rthking thing alwmr li, when the news brake . , , I saw on television 
and raid in the papers that Dr. Fostor was involved in the public murage about 

the study having been conducted And I wu stuck by that, in that I knew he 
was at tao meeting... I asked myself why Henry didn't go ahead and say 

soms^ina U ti» mooting thu night in 1969. Because he had every opportunity, 
nobody had a muzzle on him.1

MgRm is also apeofle, rteellmg whara Dr Foster set Moreover, ho holds no animus against 
his colleague and belleveo - in oontrast to my view - that he would make an excellant 
Curoirwi rtaneral Thi* fact lend* added weiftht to his WBMtion resarding Dr Foster s
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Dr. Foster and Abortion

Let me summarize

Jones also points out that in 1970 the PHS "also reestablished something of its former 
working relationship with medical personnel at John A. Andrew Hospital." A representative 
of PHS, Dr. Joseph G Caldwell, met with the hospital's administrator and medical director 

and contracted to have the surviving men’s X-rays taken there in the hospital’s new facility 
Again, it is possible that the presence of PHS officials and the conduct of examinations of the 
syphilitic men in the facility where he was chief of obstetrics would have entirely escaped the 

notice of Dr. Foster.

Assuming as much, however, it is hardly a flattering portrayal of Dr Foster s engagement 
with public health issues when ±e most significant events of his time took place in his 

immediate vicinity, with the cooperation of the Medical Society of which he was Vice 
President, without his taking cognizance of them Such a lapse may not amount to much for 
a physician who simply desires to continue his work serving the general population, it is a 
fatal failure of responsibility in an individual who claims to have the ability to serve as the 

nation’s top spokesman on public health Dr Foster says that he did not know of the 
experiments. The key is that nearly all his colleagues did, that at least one says that he 
himself did, and that, in any case, he should have known

equally important to recognize that he should have known, and that the May 12 meeting at a 
restaurant outside Tuskegee was not his only opportunity to inform himself about a PHS study 
that had been under way for nearly four decades First, the study had been described in the 
medical journals; as an obstetrical chief working in a county with one of the nation's highest 
rates of syphilis (indeed, this was one reason PHS originally chose Macon County as the site 
of the nontreatment study), at perhaps that county's most prominent ob-gyn center. Dr Foster 
would have reason to be well read in the literature of venereal disease

Dr McRae has noted, as does James Jones’ account of the Tuskegee experiment, Bad Blood. 
that PHS officials supplied the Macon County Medical Society with a list of the individuals 
"participating" in the study, to assure that they would not obtain treatment, particularly 
antibiotics, by other means from local physicians 2 Given the "zeal," as Jones puts it, with 
which PHS officials pursued the cooperation of Macon County physicians, it seems unlikely 
that distribution of this list to the Society’s Vice President would be overlooked

On the issue of abortion. Dr. Foster has taken the fifth That is to say, he has taken at least 
five positions on the number of abortions he has performed or guided to completion He has 
misstated not merely his own involvement in abortion, but inaccurately described the 
guidelines on medical education under which, he claims, a study of prostaglandin 
suppositories was conducted during his tenure at Meharry Medical School. Worse, he has 
used language in documents officially released by the Department of Health and Human 

Services that finesses the question of his involvement in abortion. These finesses put his 
veracity not merely in question, but in grave doubt



m3

The same can be said about the prostaglandin suppository trial, which Dr Foster was 
compelled to elaborate upon the following night in his exchange with Ted Koppel There he 
launched the "educational requirements" explanation, citing alleged accreditation requirements 

February 3, 1995. The Depanment of Health and Human Services releases a 
statement by Dr Foster which states, " I believe that I performed fewer than a 
dozen pregnancy terminations " ("Statement by Dr Henry Foster, Nominee for 
U.S. Surgeon General)

February 6, 1995. The International Foundation for Genetic Research/Michael 
Fund releases a transcript, first disputed by the White House but then 
acknowledged to be genuine, in which Foster states, "I have done a lot of 
amniocentesis and therapeutic abortions, probably near 700." (Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, Office of the Secretary, Ethics Advisory Board, 
Meeting V, Friday November 10, 1978 Seattle, Washington, p 180, 197).

February 8, 1995. Appearing on ABC’s Nightline, Dr Foster acknowledges 
performing 39 abortions, but notes that this does not include any abortions he 
may have performed before 1973 Foster tells Koppel that ±is total also does 
not include the 59 abortions carried out under the trial he supervised, because 
he did not personally perform them

Late January. A White House official informs Chairman Kassebaum that Dr 
Foster had performed one abortion during his medical career ("Foster Says He 
Performed Abortions,"The Washington Post, Feb 4, 1995)

The Foundation also releases a story from the November 1980 ObGyn News 
describing an abortion pill study conducted by Dr Foster at Meharry on behalf 
of Upjohn Pharmaceuticals that resulted in 59 completed abortions on patients 
in the trial.

.As The Washington Times pointed out on February 7, Dr Foster’s artful February 3 statement 
offered circumlocutions regarding his term as chief of service at Tuskegee and Meharry Of 
the "wide variety of medical procedures and research" performed at both, "all," he wrote, 
"were in accordance with the law and educational requirements "4 As the Times observed, 
"Abortion ... has been legal for many years, and thus had Dr. Foster performed hundreds of 
abortions as chief of service - as opposed to acting in his capacity as a private physician - 
that fact would not have been actually lied about, given the statement’s careful wording "

Thus, in little more than a week. Dr Foster deployed five different versions of his record 
regarding abortions. Volatility like this makes the Mexican peso look stable by comparison 
It prompted even the spokeswoman for the Department of Health and Human Services, Avis 
LaVelle, to remark, "The next time we utter a number [of Foster’s abortions], it won’t be 
based on Dr. Foster’s recollections."3 But if you take a closer look at the February 3 

statement released over his name, it appears amply crafted to disguise the information that 
was released on February 6 by the International Foundation for Genetic Research 



Involuntary Sterilization

Resident education [in obstetrics and gynecology] must include, but not 
necessarily be limited to the following:

As chief of obstetrics at two major medical institutions, Dr. Foster surely should have known 
that nothing in the then-extant accreditation guidelines from the Accreditation Council for 
Graduate Medical Education required any medical school to offer training in performing 
abortions, much less to conduct trials of experimental abortion drugs In relevant part, the 
guidelines state that:

1 Obstetrics
a. The full range of obstetrics, including high-risk obstetrics and medical 

and surgical complications of pregnancy.

Arguably this standard could be interpreted as requiring training in the management of 
complications resulting from botched abortions, although the term "abortion" (or any 
euphemism for it) is nowhere mentioned in the standards. Even under this reading of the 
standard, however, it would clearly be unethical for a program to arrange for a botched 
abortion to give the residents a training opportunity Conducting a trial of a new drug (one 
that never did reach the market) would just as clearly be an unethical way to fulfill such an 
obligation.

Dr Foster’s involvement in the possibly involuntary sterilization of four mentally handicapped 
women is the only controversial issue in his background that was placed before the public bv 
action of the White House. Its discovery, however, was inevitable, as Dr. Foster himself 
described the procedures in an article entitled "Removal of the Normal Uterus" in the

Finally, it should be pointed out that as of the date of this testimony, March 24, 1995, a 
complete accounting of Dr Foster's activity on behalf of abortion is still not in the public 
record. He has specifically excluded revelations regarding any abortions he may have 
performed prior to 1973, when he began his association with Meharry His basis for the 
exclusion is the unavailability of records prior to that date Given how well Dr. Foster's 
"recollections" have served him and the administration on other issues, it’s just as well

as the justification for seeking grant money to test the abortion suppository for Upjohn 
There are two issues here One is the intended evasion by Dr. Foster of a full accounting of 
his abortion activity “in his February 3 statement. The second is his misunderstanding - or 
possible evasion -- regarding the rationale for the prostaglandin trial

But the bottom line is that no such obligation existed in the late 1970s when the trial was 
conducted, nor does one exist now, when Dr Foster cites it as justification for Meharry s 
participation in the Phase 2 trial and uses it as a mask for a major abortion activity he 
obviously did not want disclosed It is only an added insult to common knowledge when 
Foster continues to cite this erroneous account of accreditation requirements to justify a 
project that was clearly taken on because of Dr Foster’s lifelong commitment to abortion



fertility and the menses. This is imponant because hysterectomy carries significantly higher

Contemporaneous with Relf was the Ifvazr case, in which a federal court declared I

That summer, the Relf case came to the attention of Sen Edward Kennedy, who on July 10. 
H/3 insited the Relfs to his office By happenstance. Sen Kennedy’s committee was at that 
same time engaged in the hearings on health care and human experimentation spawned by the 
Tuskegee incident The Relfs proceeded to file suit against the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, resulting in a judgment requiring the federal government to issue 
guidelines providing for the protection of minors from sterilization and for informed consent

This "sterilization explosion" did not go unnoticed or unopposed. In fact, by 1973 the Health 
Research Group, affiliated with Ralph Nader s Public Citizen. Inc. had published a major 
repon on sterilization abuse The report documented the sudden rise in sterilization, 
particularly targeting the indigent, the uneducated and tne voung, and called for federal 
regulation, especially to ensure informed consent

This report provided the statistical and anecdotal basis for federal interest in sterilization 
reform, but, as Trombley writes, the repon attained its full effect "only after the problem of 
sterilization abuse was heightened by the personal trageuv of the Relf family."9

Interestingly, the Relf case took place in Alabama in I0"? Once again a major public health 
controversy brewed virtually under Dr Henry Foster s nose, without his being aware of it, 
and at a time when had begun to pertorm hysterectomies The Relf case deserves a brief 
synopsis A poor black family living in Montgomery , the Relfs had three daughters, ages 12 
to lb At the behest of the local family planning sen ice. the three girls were injected with 
the contraceptive drug Depo-Provera. In March 1973. the oldest girl, Katie was taken, 
without her parents consent to a family planning clinic, where an IUD was inserted over her 
objections

A series of events then brought the remaining two girls, along with their mother, to a local 
hospital, where the mother, unable to read or write, was induced to place an "X" on a 
document authorizing them, without her knowledge, to be sterilized. A subsequent effort by 
the family planning service to sterilize Katie failed

Soulhem Medical Journal in 1976 5 Dr Foster states in the article only that he had "begun 
to use hysterectomy in patients with severe mental retardation Hysterectomy," he noted, "can 
be done either [emphasis added] for sterilization or to eliminate the menses[.]"6

Whatever the presumed indication for the procedure, obviously hysterectomy eliminates both 
fertility and the menses. This is imponant because hysterectomy carries significantly higher 
risks to the mother than the conventional means of sterilization (salpingectomy, i.e., removal 
of the Fallopian tubes) .As Stephen Trombley's valuable history of coercive sterilization 
makes^clear, the United States in the early 1970s experienced a "sterilization explosion."7 At 
least pan of the impetus for the procedure (besides the desire of Planned Parenthood and 
other population control groups to promote permanent methods of sterilization, particularly on 
eugenic grounds) was the desire to provide medical students with the opportunity to perform 
hysterectomies.’



of state institutions. Although compulsory’ sterilization remained legal in many states during

As columnist Charles Krauthammer wrote on February 17, the circumstances surrounding

1991

unconstitutional an Alabama law that permitted the sterilization of mentally retarded inmates 

r 

the 1970s, the issues'raised by the Health Research Group and debated in the federal courts in 
Alabama had risen to national prominence two to three years before Dr. Foster’s article 
appeared in the Southern Medical Journal Despite this fact, Foster’s article makes no 
mention of these developments and betrays no awareness of any kind that, even in his own 
state, he was part of a rapidly dying consensus that such sterilizations as he had "begun" to 
pertorm were medically and morally unacceptable.

The plausibility of Dr Foster s commitment to abstinence as his first priority in educating 
young people about sexuality was discussed above. One example should suffice.

In 198, the Planned Parenthood Federation of America distributed a report written for it by 
Marie Haviland-James, apparently affiliated with Michigan Planned Parenthood. The report 
was an ideological assault on "Sex Respect," one of the most venerable abstinence educauon 
programs in the United States The following account of the Haviland-James report appears 
in an analysis of sex education programs written by a member of my staff and published in

these surgical sterilizations (why higher-risk hysterectomies were performed, whether 
informed consent wras obtained, and from whom) involve serious questions. The apologia that 
Foster performed only four such sterilizations does not answer these questions; in fact, as 
Krauthammer notes, "It betrays an obvious discomfort with what Foster did. It reinforces the 
sense that the moral climate of the 1970s was not nearly as alien as some pretend and that, 
even in that ancient time, surgically sterilizing the retarded was a morally troubling act."10

I only note in passing that Dr Foster's first account of abortions he performed was one. 
Once again. Foster failed to notice a major public health controversy that sprung up largely as 
a result of incidents just down the road from the institutions he helped to lead.

I Have a Future

The Haviland-James report provided guidance to Planned Parenthood sex 
educators opposing Sex Respect and seeking its removal from the schools. The 
memo urged opponents of Sex Respect to argue that it "violates the separation 
of church and state" and risks litigation from the American Civil Liberties 
Union [whose late counsel, Harriet Pilpei, once represented both organizations] 
It charged that the program is faulty because it contained "many references to 
a spiritual dimension of sexuality, contained use of the word ’baby’ for 
fetus", expressed "bias against people who are sexually active and unmarried", 
"compared stealing of money conunually with continued sexual activity’, 
contained " a description of a woman haunted by guilt", omitted "pro-choice 
material", and, of greatest interest included "unsubstantiated claims" such as 
"abstinence has future benefits for teens" and "because of the special nature of 
human sexuality, there’s no way to have premantal sex without hurting 



Conclusion

Henry Foster has shown that he is not that person.

• • •

These are but a few of the issues that attend the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster. Thetr 
common link is that in 1995, the United States deserves to have in this position of authority 

an individual with a clear vision of the public health consequences of personal behavior, an 
abiding commitment to marriage and the family, an alertness to the ethical dimensions of 
today's contemporary controversies in medicine and public policy, an unblemished record of 
candor and truth-telling to the Amencan people and a concern for every mother and child

someone." The memo concluded that Sex Respect "appeals...to the lowest 
common denominator of mentality."11

The Family Research Council has obtained a copy of the eight-page brochure produced by 
Foster s "I Have a Future" program to introduce the program. Over a couple of thousand of 
texts, the word "abstinence," or its equivalents, is not mentioned once. The phrase, "delaying 
the initiation of sexual activity," common in all true abstinence materials, is not mentioned 
once On the other hand, ±e brochure repeatedly stresses the objective of the program to 
enhance "contraceptive availability," to address the problem of "poor" "contraceptive 
practices", and to promote "distribution of contraceptives."12

Efforts by the Council and the media to obtain a full copy of the "I Have a Future" 
curriculum have been rebuffed 13 If the curriculum is as its sponsors say it is, this reaction to 
public curiosity is itself cunous. In fact, one would expect that, upon his elevation to 

Surgeon General, Dr Foster would proudly promote the "I Have a Future" curriculum as a 
model abstinence program His pride should be just as great before this committee votes

Once again, the most charitable interpretation that can be put on Dr. Foster’s involvement 
with an organization that takes this aggressive a stance against abstinence education is that he 
is wholly unaware of it. Fortunately, there is more direct evidence of Dr. Foster’s approach, 
which is, at best, ’abstinence-plus," with the abstinence part thrust with embarrassment up his 
sleeve



‘002/OC2?C §6936351?30M VS’EN LAEO* MA.’OaITY'4 SB 03: ’6FM

R. Thiri., it 179.

i

4

i ?▼ . A I

12. "I Have a Fsturi.’ broohwe provided by Meharry Medical College. Refcrencci to 

various pages.

13. See ’Proof of Foster Effort's Success Elusive,’ Tht Washington Times, February 24, 

19M, Al.

_fc t iTni jATdanaiai ^ajav-ic inise

ENDNOTES

1. Tnnacript of conversation. Dr. Luther McRae, with Cart Ramsey, Washington Bureau 
Chief, Family News in Focus, released March 1, 1W3 (embargoed press release, Family 

Newt In Focus. Washington, D.C.).

lame*, iftai Woorf.- The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment (The Free Press, a dividon of 
Macmillan. Inc., New Yak 198). p. 1W: citing a letter from Dr. William Brown, U.S. 
Funlic Health Service, to Alexander Robertson. Executive Director, the Milbank Memorial 
Fund, November 19, 1969 and the author's interview with Dr. Brown.

3. 'Divisive issue Imperils Surgeon Geiwral Choice," The Washington Post, February 8,

1995, A12.
4. "Dr. Foster and the Art of the Statement,' The Washington Timet, February 7, 1995, p. 

A18.

5. Foster. Hemy, M.D., "Removal of the Normal Uterus," Southern Medical Journal, 69(1): 

13-15, Jiauaxy 1976.

6. Ibid, at 14.

7. Trombley, Stephen, Tlu Hifftt th Reproduce: A Mswy of Coercive Swiliuaion< 

manuscript copy, in the poMOMion of the Family Rwearch Council, p

■V “I * V W A

9. Ibid., at 181.

10. Krauthammer, Cluulw, "A Troubling Medical Act," The Washington Post, February 17, 

1995, A25.

11. Marshall, Robert usd Chartei Donovan, Blessed Are the Bonen; The Social Policy of 

Planned Parenthood, Ignatius Frew, San Fnmcisco, 1991, p. 85.



i-eb. 2, 1995

not

is available.)

is not

on the new Congress to fight

will continue to fight the failed social policies that have marked the

- END -

•gton. DC

r

r 

Gary L Bauer
PresMem

Elders was inflicted on our children. FRC uill call 
this possible nomination.

Administration no matter whom its spokesman is."

For more information or interviews, call the FRC media office.

Kristin Hansen for Radio

CLINTON TO NAME SURGEON GFXFRAI

700 
'HU) Si.. 

; 500 
.gton, DC 

20005 
(202)393-2100

FAX (202) 393-2134

BAUER SAYS PRO-FAMILY AMERICANS 
WILL LOOK TO NEW CONGRESS 
TO DEFEND THEIR CHILDREN, 

FIGHT NOMINATION

Bauer continued, "Clearly, Dr. Foster has shown his support for the failed sexual 
politics of the last 30 years," Bauer said. "But the Clinton Administration L 
the only branch of government to have a say on this possible nomination We will 
count on the new U.S. Congress that was elected with the votes of millions of pro- 
family Americans not to repeat the mistake that was made when Dr. Jovcelvn

’'Dr. Foster appears to be Elders-Lite.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Family Research Council President Garv Bauer said 
Thursday that the musical chairs in the U.S. Surgeon General’s office will not 
change opposition to the same old song in the Clinton Administration’s social

FAMILY
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JNCIL

policies. Bauer noted that President Clinton is said to be ready to announce Dr 
Henry Foster, Jr. of Nashville, Tennessee, as his new surgeon general.

' Dr. Foster appears to be Elders-Lite. He may not have her methods, but he has 
supported the same failed policies," Bauer said

Dr. Foster has long been a supporter of contraceptive-based sex education and 
distribution programs, and of school based clinics. His abortion activism includes 
serving as a board member of Planned Parenthood and working on a Planned 
Parenthood committee dedicated solely to furthering abortion. (Note: a fact sheet

"President Clinton has shown himself ; 1   »«-avuiuun
president in U.S. history. From executive orders during his first days*in office to 

his proposed big-govemment takeover of health care, Bill Clinton'has supported
I8 ?LUJU‘?:,i^al.p01icies on life issues' Famil-V Research Council 

Clinton

as the most pro-condom, pro-abortion

his proposed big-govemment takeover of health care, Bill Clinton’has supported
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• Foster was a board member of Planned Parenthood Federation of America for seven years beginning in 1975. 
He acted as a public policy advocate for the group which made him a spokesman for abortion and its related issues.

• Foster was on the National Leadership Committee of Planned Parenthood’s campaign to Keep Abortion Safe and 
Legal with the purpose of fighting any abortion restrictions such as parental consent.

• For example, Foster was a board member of the Nashville Planned Parenthood in 1989 when the group filed a 
lawsuit challenging a Tennessee law that required parental consent before a teenage girl could obtain an abortion.

• Dr. Foster said on ABC’s Nightline (Feb. 8, 1995) that he "abhors abortion," although he has admitted 
performing at least 39 abortions. The precise number is in dispute. On February 3, he issued a statement in which 
he said, "I believed I performed fewer than a dozen pregnancy termmations - primarily to save the lives of the 
women or because of the women had been victims of rape or incest." But that contradicts a 1978 transcript of a 
federal Ethics Advisory Board meeting at which Dr. Foster testified, "I have done a lot of amniocentesis and 
therapeutic abortions, probably 700."

In addition to his radical ideology. Dr. Henry Foster’s integrity should raise questions. The American people do 
not know the real story. Even The New York Times (Feb. 10, 1995) urged President Clinton to "withdraw" the 
nomination k/JOonra ~  ____ _ __ i - i «• . .

• Dr. Foster offered his concern over accreditation of Meharry’s residency program in obstetrics and gsnecology 
no » a _ __ < OHO o ’’ ■*"

experimental abortion drug.

• The Washington Post reported on Feb. 12, 1995 that Dr. Foster performed hysterectomies "on severely mentally 
retarded women for sterilization and hygienic reasons" in 1976 without their consent. This is illegal in most states 
today. The White House claims this practice was considered "mainstream" medicine m the 1970s

• Abortion training has not been a requirement for medical school accreditation. Although, the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education voted recently to change this policy and force teaching hospitals to tram 
residents how to perform abortions. In 1991, approximately 12% of residents in obstetrics and gynecology received 
routine training in abortion.

• On the other hand, one of the five state objectives of the project is "to provide greater access to and increase 
utilization of...contraceptive availability." The IHAF staff are directly involved in running a school based health 
clime at Nashville's Pearl-Cohn High School

• For unrelated reasons, Meharry residency program in obstetrics and gynecology lost its accreditation in 1991 
There may be any number of reasons why the program lost its accreditation, and it would be unfair to lav 
responsibility solely at the feet of Dr. Foster. Nonetheless, this is a serious negative on his record

Dr. Foster claims he supports abstinence to combat teenage out of wedlock pregnancy.

• The "I Have a Future" program, which Foster set up at Meharry Medical College in Nashville for teens is cited 
as Foster’s major accomplishment. Foster said on Nighrline that "abstinence is the bedrock of our program " The 
official IHAF eight page brochure and other fact sheets do not mention the word "abstinence" or any synonym for 
abstmence. No organized effort to offer instruction or support for young people to resist sexual activity appears 
to be part of the program.

nomination because "misleading statements by candidates for high position cannot be condoned."

Dr- HgUTY Foster claims he "abhors" abortions, vet he is an abortion activist and promotes the radical ideology of
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SAME MESSAGE, 
NEW SPOKESPERSON

As Dr. Foster is an ob/gyn. his views on teenage sexual activity and 
reproductive health are especially noteworthy...and troubling.

Board Member - According to the 16th edition of ^American Men &
omen of Science (1992-93). Dr. Foster was a member of the Board of 

Directors for the Planned Parenthood Federation of .America (PPFA) for 
several years beginning in 1975. While Dr. Foster is not currently on 
the Board of Directors, his affiliation with Planned Parenthood has 
continued.

Public Policy Advocate - According to PPFA's 1992 Annual Repon. 
Dr. Foster is one of Planned Parenthood's Public Policy Advocates - a 
group comprised of PPFA's Board of Advocates and National 
Leadership Committee to Keep Abortion Safe and Legal. His role
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ceducrsnip comminee to Keep Abortion Safe and Legal. His role is to 
promote PPFA's goals and programs in the public policy realm - the 
same goals which are embodied in the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA

The Clinton Administration claimed that it understood why Joycelyn Elders was 
not suitable for the position of Surgeon General. But the Administration hasn't 
proven its comprehension in its new choice for Surgeon General, Dr. Henry 
Foster, Jr. Like Joycelyn Elders, Dr. Foster's message is far out of the 
mainstream of American public thought. And the Family Research Council 
wants the Clinton Administration to be held accountable. The American people 
will not be fooled by cosmetic changes.

Favors Abortion on Demand Without Restriction - According to 
PPFA's 1989 Annual Report. Dr. Foster served on the National 
Leadership Committee of Planned Parenthood's Campaign to Keep 
Abortion Safe and Legal. The main purpose of this Comminee was to 
campaign against the H ebsier decision — the decision which allowed for 
individual states to set restrictions on abortion, such as parental consent 
and notification laws, a ban on third trimester abortions, waiting 
periods, etc. In other words. Dr. Foster believes that mothers have the 
right to kill their pre-bom babies during all 9 months of pregnancv for 
any reason without restriction.



public that it "just doesn't get it." Nominating Dr Foster as the new surgeon general onh

It is all too obvious that Dr. Henry W. Foster. Jr. holds views outside of mainstream 
American culture. His involvement with Planned Parenthood and with school-based clinics 
expose his anti-family biases. The Clinton Administration continues to show the American 
public that it "just doesn't get it." Nominating Dr Foster as the new surgeon general onls 
confirms that fact.

Planned Parenthood's assualts on the value of chastity, the sanctity of human life, and parental 
consent and notification laws for minors' abortions are well-known. That Dr. Foster is 
involved in an organization that (1) brings suit against local parents' groups for implementine 
abstinence-centered curriculum in their school. (2) profits from performing abortions, and (3? 
fights very popular parental consenVnotification legislation, clearly shows that Dr Foster is 
outside of the American mainstream and should not be appointed to represent the American 
people on health issues.

Advocate of the Contraceptive Philosophy - Dr. Foster used to head Meharry 
Medical College's "I Have A Future" (IHAF) program, a health promotion initiate e 
which targets adolescents aged 14-19 from 2 area public housing projects. A 
document obtained from "I Have A Future" states that one of the program's objects es 
is "to provide greater access to. and increase utilization of. comprehensive adolescent 
health services and social services, including contraceptive availability'' (emphasis 
added). The IHAF health clinics commonly give condoms and other birth control 
devices to the adolescents. Funhermore. v>hile the IHAF program seeks to dela\ the 
outcomes of "early pregnancy and childbearing" (among others), there is no mention in 
the entire document of abstinence or delaying sexual activity.

Advocate of School-Based Clinics - The staff of "1 Have a Future" are directly 
involved in running a school-based clinic at Nashville's Pearl-Cohn High School Dr 
Foster also served as a program director for the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, an 
organization which heavily funds school-based clinics. In fact. Dr. Foster headed ' 

another teen pregnancy prevention program that was funded by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation.

Beyond his involvement in Planned Parenthood. Dr. Foster also promotes the contraceptwe 
philosophy and school-based clinics.

Favors Explicit Sex Education, Including the Teaching of Masturbation -- As a 
public policy advocate. Dr. Foster embraces all of the goals and objectives of Planned 
Parenthood, including those related to sex education. PPFA is on the National 
Coalition to Support Sexuality Education, a group of organizations that endorse the 
Sex Information and Education Council of the United States (SIECL'S) Guidelines for 
Comprehensive Sexuality Education. And to say that these guidelines are extreme is a 
vast understatement. For example, teachers are to discuss masturbation with children 
aged 5-8; this same age group is also taught that homosexuality and heterosexuality are 
equal and that families can be "friends or other combinations of adults and children." 
These guidelines undermine the values of family, marriage, and religion, but promote 
homosexuality, abortion, and pornography. (A more detailed fact sheet on the 
SIECUS guidelines is available from FRC.)
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Henry Foster Jr. would replace the 
outspoken Joycelyn Elders.

saymn that public schools should 
consider teaching about masturba­
tion.

"I can t do better on that," Clin­
ton said, throwing his head back in 
laughtei

I he exchange was lighthearted, 
but White House officials are dead 
earnest in their ho|K- that Foster 
< an fashion a less controversial 
reputation than Elders. Her blunt 
pronouncements on abortion, teen­
age sexuality and the possible mer­
its of legalizing drugs made her a 

1’iesident Clinton yesterday 
named Henry Foster Jr , a solt- 
s|»oken gynecologist from Tenues 
see lo replace bred surgeon gener 
al Joycelyn Elders.

"No comment," Foster quipped 
at the Oval Office when reporters 
asked Clinton if he would let Foster 
Ire as outspoken as Elders, who was 
shown the door in December after 

'W

ripe target for cultural conserva­
tives.

Many of the same groups that de 
nounced Elders said yesterday they 
are no morr- satisfied with Foster In 
his home town of Nashville. Foster 
was active in Planned I’a rent box I. 
which provides alxirtion counseling, 
and was a founder of a youth group 
operating out of two public housing 
projects that encouraged young peo­
ple to delay sexual activity but also 
distributed condoms.

See FOSTER, A8, Col. 1
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ously been aware of," Ueland said. 
"The hearings are going to have to 
delve into this pretty aggressively." 
He concluded: "It’s just an open 
question mark at this point."

At the White House yesterday, 
spokesman Michael McCurry said he 
didn’t know if Foster had ever per­
formed abortions in his career as an 
obstetrician-gynecologist, but said 
he would find out. Later, a White 
House official said the question 
would be answered at Foster’s Sen­
ate confirmation hearing.

Foster, 61, is a former acting 
president of Meharry Medical Col­
lege in Nashville, one of four histori­
cally black medical schools in the 
United States. Like Elders, he is an 
Arkansas native. While at Meharry. 
he founded the "I Have a Future" 
program, which seeks to limit teen 
pregnancies by encouraging young 
people to delay sexual activity, and 
to develop job skills and sell-esteem.

At the Oval Office yesterday. Fos­
ter said he intends to make a cam­
paign against teenage pregnancy a 
theme of his term as surgeon general. 

Clinton administration officials said 
yesterday the most important differ­
ence between Eiders and Foster is 
stylistic. While Elders seemed to de­
liberately provoke, they said. Foster s 
approach favors understatement and 
consensus-building. Elders i-e-'»- : 
was enthusiastic. "I think he .. - j.--

Gary Bauer, president of the con­
servative Family Research Council, 
called Foster "Elders Lite," and said 
he hoped senators would "go to the 
mat" in opposing his nomination.

Republicans yesterday showed 
uncertainty about whether to follow 
that advice.

Asked at a news conference 
whether he approved of Foster's ap­
pointment, Senate Majority Leader 
Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) said he 
“sounded like a good replacement" 
for Elders. Told by a reporter that 
Foster is a supporter of abortion ser­
vices, Dole gnnned and said. "Well, I 
think I'll leave." Then he did.

Shortly before noon, Enc Ueland. 
spokesman for the Senate Republi­
can Policy Committee, an arm of the 
Senate GOP. spoke favorably of Fos­
ter. He argued that Foster s work in 
building a sense of personal respon­
sibility among teenagers, along with 
a focus on abstmence. makes him a 
better candidate than Elders, and 
noted that those views "resonate 
fairly well with Republicans and a 
broad majority of Americans."

Just an hour later, though, the 
GOP Lne was different.

"This whole question of Planned 
Parenthood and the whole abortion 
question is going
more investigati"
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Gynecologist Is Chosen

To Be Surgeon General

Her.ry IF. "Hank" Foster Jr., 61

t BORN.- Sect c. 1933. m P -e EuH. Ark., to Henry W Foste- a-i . - 
Hh, V.atson

■ FAMILY: f.’3" eO to St C'a-r Ancerson. Has one son. Wencei 
resea-cn Cirecto- c- a .Va-t Dis-ey Co television unit m Buroan.. Cant 
anc one ctaugnter. Myrna, a miOdie-school teacher in McLean. Va

■ EDUCATION: Graduated from Morehouse College. Atlanta with a 
bacneior s degree in 1954 Received his MO from the University of 
Arkansas in 1958

• MEDICAL CAREER Air Force, medical officer, 1959-61 Malden 
Hospital. Malden. Mass., surgical resident, 1962 Hubbard Hospital 
Nashville, obstetncs/gynecology resident physician, 1962 65 J A 
Andrew Memorial Hospital at Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee A,a . chic* 
of ob gyn. 1965-73 Meharry Medical College. Nashville, chairman, 
co gyn. 1973-90. dean. School of Medicine and vice president ‘or 
hea th affairs. 1990 94. act-ng p-es>dent. January to July 1994 On 
saboatica. from Menarry. 1994-95. as health policy tellow at Assoc at on 
of Academic Hea'tn Centers
SOURCES w-c s w-vj Amo-g e.ac« l-ru-i Departmeri or Hum arc Hui-a-
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an excellent surgeon general. He’s 
wonderful!" she said in an interview.

Eiders said she knows that conser­
vatives intend to confront Foster with 
"the same kinds of things that I went 
■.n:;ugn. And I'm sorry that he has to 
g tn.-ough that, because he's just an 
ex . -Ilent. excellent candidate."

Tne American Medical Associa- 
t;cn came out strongly in support of 
Foster s nomination. “Dr. Foster s 
involvement in Meharry Medical 
Cu.lege s T Have a Future' program 
h.a< made him acutely aware of and 
personally concerned about the chal­
lenges facing our nation in the areas 

teen.-ige pregnancy, infant mortal- 
>exual!y transmitted diseases, 

c-ub and alcohol abuse, homicide 
• ■-■r ■ rm- of violence." the

c- '-u 1 in a statement.
• . evr.c-ra!. who reports
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A Matter
Of Balance

Henry W. Foster Jr.

servative politically, but although ■ pears to be Elders-Lite He may~nnf 
his nomination was praised by main- | have her methods, but he has siiiv
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Dr C Everett Koop served as 
Surgeon General under President 
Ronald Reagan

Dr. Foster is regarded as a con- 
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stream medical groups like the , ported the same failed policies Dr 

Foster has long been a supporter of 
contraceptive-based se« eduranan 
and distribution programs." 

when speaker Newt Gtngnch. Re­
publican of Georgia, was asked to­
day about the nomination, be said 
that he would not comment specifi­
cally on Dr. Foster but that Amen- 
cans would like to have "a Surgeon 
General who understands that salva­
tion matters, that the human spint is 
more important than mechanical 
knowledge and that there should be 
some kind of commitment to dealing 
with the entire human being, includ­
ing the spiritual half of the human 
being, and not Just to dealing with 
humans as biological organisms 

President Clinton invited Senator

Amencan Medical Association and 
the American College of Obstetri­
cians and Gynecologists, ultra-con­
servative groups criticized the 
choice. The nomination requires Sen­
ate confirmation.

The program tn Tennessee for 
which Dr Foster is best known, 
called 1 Have a Future, teaches teen­
agers in two Nashville housing 
projects to delay sex and childbear­
ing as a crucial element in develop­
ing successful lives The program, 
which Dr. Foster started in 1987 
when he was head of the obstetrics 
and gynecology department at Me- 
harry, mixes many services — tutor­
ing, job training, family life classes,

Gary Bauer a former Bush White 
House official and now head nf the 
Family Research Council caid in » 
statement today. "Dr. Foster ap-

medical services — into an after­
school program that serves about 
150 children a week.

There have been few pregnancies 
among the participants tn the pro­
gram, and many continue their edu­
cations after high school, said Lor­
raine Williams Greene, the current 
director of the program

At today's news conference, Dr. 
Foster said that the 1 Have a Future 
mode) is being copied elsewhere. 
President Clinton said today that he 
wanted Dr Foster to lead a national 
campaign against teen-age pregnan­
cy.

But even as Dr. Foster was being 
introduced, some conservatives said 
they believed that Dr Foster was not 
conservative enough.

By PHILIP J. HILTS 
Ifxcul to The New York Timoe

WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 - Presi­
dent Clinton’s choice to replace Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders, whom he dismissed 
last month as Surgeon General, is 
Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., 61, acting 

director of Meharry 
Medical College tn 
Nashville.

He is also an obstetri­
cian who has specialized

in the prevention of teen-age preg­
nancy and infant mortality.

When President Clinton intro­
duced his new nominee in the Oval 
Office today, one of the first things 
Dr. Foster was asked was:

Did he have license to be as out­
spoken as Dr Elders was or had the 
President asked him not to talk 
about certain subjects?

"No comment,” Dr. Foster, who 
has a reputation for being practical 
and tactful, said with a smile.

Dr. Elders was dismissed after 
she suggested during questioning af­
ter a speech that, as tactic to avoid 
pregnancy, schoolchildren might 
have teacher-led discussions on 
masturbation. She had earlier been 
criticized for suggesting that con­
doms be made available in some 
schools.

Dr James E. Word, a vice presi­
dent of Baptist Hospital in Nashville, 
said in an interview today, that his 
colleague "walks with two feet on 
the ground."

"His head is not bumping the 
clouds," Dr. Word said. “In the job of 
Surgeon General you have to be able 
to voice your views and stay in the 
mainstream at the same time Oth­
erwise you’ll lose your pulpit Hank 
Foster can do that He's a person in a 
class with Dr. Koop."
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ant Secretary for Health.
Such a move would eliminate the 

press forward on pubfic health”i* 
sues and return the post to its pre­
Reagan status in which the largely 
symbolic job of Surgeon General 
was handled by the person in charge 
of such programs as the Public

M

***?. throuBh ^>5 be-

enough to speak the truth, has a vTry 
effective sense of humor, and has
tn.u r,?.f*Ct for dlff^ent opimons 

He 11 be fine."

point ment of Dr. Foster sounded like 
a good one, “but I haven’t talked to 
him."

Late in the day, Mr. Gingnch and 
other Republican leaders in the 
House. Representative Thomas J. 
Bliley Jr. of Virginia and Repreaent- 
ative Michael Bilirakis of Florida 
issued a statement that did not com-

8

ing to Dr Foster's lengthy service on 
!?eJ”ard of Planned Parenthood l? 
Tennessee as a sign that far Foster 
was an "abortion activist-"

tfut Republican leaders in Con­
gress today avoided criticising Dr. 

to talking to him to find out more 
about his views.

GE

Ir

. - the Ova! Office of the White Hi

Bin Frist, a Tennessee Republican
who is also a doctor, to take part in 
the Oval Office ceremony.

"I’m confident that thoughtful
conservatives will have the same
view of Dr. Foster as Senator Frist
does when they have the same op­
portunity to review his whole
record," Mr. Clinton said.
r

Congress against the nominee, poini-

m. degree at Morehouse College in 1954. 
_P He earned hi« ____ a_______

%H"'_VeTty of Aransas in 1958.

ceivmg Hospiul. and tien he’^rv^

ii-S?1" Air Force After leav-

i one-yea r

a

•1

____ _ _______ ouse.__
Health Service, the Centers for Dis­
ease Control, the Food and Drug 
Administration, and the National in­
stitutes of Health.

Dr. Foster, who became the acting 
director at Meharry last year when 
Dr. David Satcher left to become 
director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention in Atlanta
WJ • * kaaa ■ a * *

fi 1033 j ---------------------••»••• w- VII O^JL/U
1 aPd earned his bachelor’s 

„ —*“-B- ui 10^4.

.k! h1.^10-81 degree from

His internship was at Detroit Re-

ing the Air Force, he had a

£lLMASS.’,*'or? L01™*the ^tf at

He is mamed to the former St 
Clair Anderson, who was a criucal- 
care nurse until her retirement 
They have two grown children, Myr­
na a middle-school science teacher 
in McLean, Va., and Wendell the 
research director of Walt Disney 
Company television in California 
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sioner said he believed that Dr. Fos­
ter would find the conservative and
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of Nashville gynecotogM and 
medical educator Henry Fos­
ter on Thursday to be surgeon 
general could face a bumpy 
road to approval in the Repub- 
lican-controlled Senate.

While his nomination of
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By Marty Baumarvt. USA TODAY 

Foster, acting president of
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Brushing off the charge. 
Clinton pointed to Foster’s en­
dorsement by Sen. Bill Frist, R- 
Tenn . a heart surgeon, to show 
bipartisan support. Bush ad­
ministration HHS secretary 
Louis Sullivan also backs him. 

“fm conSdent that thought- 
Robert Rubin as Treasury sec- ful conservatives will have the

Surgeon general 
nominee could 
face rough road w<
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President Clinton applauds his nominee for surgeon general Or Kenry 
W Foster Jr., dunng an Oval Office news conference yesteroey
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DR. HENRY W. FOSTER
Nominee for surgeon general

torn: Sept 6. 1933______________________________________________
EducMJoe: B S . Morehouse College. 1954, M D . Unrve<v> c*

Arkansas, 1958.__________________________________________________
Experience: Medical officer, U S. Air Force. 1959-61. cr»e( <> 
oosiemcs-gynecoiogy. John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital \*>egee 
University. 1965-present. professor and chairman, department o» 

OOSlGtnCS tnd Uynwviv^y. nnWii<aii> ie.^w.w«- w _
of the natxxiai board of directors of Planned Parenthood. H’ 
member of the national advisory council of Planned Parenthood
1981 -95 dean of the School of Medicine and vice president far nesm

f

Washington, 1994-present.__________________________________________
Family: Wrte St Clair Two grown children, a son ano a daughter______
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President Clinton yesterday 
chose medical educator Henry W 
Foster Jr. to be surgeon general, a 
nomination that sparked contro­
versy when the White House con­
firmed that his medical pracuce 
included performing abortions

“His practice included a whole 
range of reproductive activities, 
including abortion," a senior ad­
ministration official said last 
night.

The White House anticipates 
pro-life protests against the ap­
pointment, the official said, add­
ing that any questions about the 
medical practice of the obstetri­
cian and gynecologist should wait 
for his Senate confirmation hear- ' 
mgs

In addition to his medical prac­
tice, Dr. Foster came under attack 
yesterday for having sponsored a 
program that distributes condoms 
to teen-agers.

Even before Mr. Clinton an­
nounced his selection of the for­
mer Planned Parenthood board 
member, opposition groups began 
mounting a campaign to label Dr 
Foster, 61, as “Elders Lite" — a 
reference to former Surgeon Gen­
eral Joycelyn Elders. She was 
fired in December after saying it 
might be a good idea to teach 
schoolchildren about masturba­
tion.

The Family Research Council, 
headed by former Reagan aide 
Gary Bauer, distributed doc- 
uments claiming that Dr. Foster 
supported a Planned Parenthood 
spinoff group that advocates ex­
plaining masturbation to kinder­
gartners, discussing orgasm with 
12-year-olds, and teaching that ho­
mosexual and heterosexual family 
lifestyles are equal.

A Planned Parenthood official 
said the group's board of directors, 
on which Dr. Foster served from

* *
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FOSTER
association with the group

White House spokesman Mi­
chael McCurry said that question 
should be asked during nomina­
tion hearings now being scheduled 
before the Senate Labor and 
Human Resources Committee, 
chaired by Sen. Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum, Kansas Republican

Mr McCurry also condemned 
efforts by conservatives to raise 
Dr Foster's link to Planned Parent­
hood and that group's pro-choice 
policies. ‘‘It would be unforrunate 
if issues extraneous to the consid­
eration of a nominee to be surgeon 
general were raised," he said

Mr Clinton highlighted Dr Fos­
ter's efforts to curb teen-age preg­
nancy and the “I Have a Future 
Program" the doctor started in 
Nashville.

The program educates children 
in two public housing projects 
about “personal health, human 
sexuality, drug and alcohol abuse, 
homicide and violence reduction, 
and other factors which may place 
adolescents at risk,” according to 
a program brochure.

The program also advocated 
condom distribution to teens.

“I want Dr. Foster to use what 
he's learned to help America at­
tack the epidemic of teen pregnan­
cies and unmarried pregnancies.” 
said the president.

Dr. Foster said; “We must 
assure healthier starts for our 
children"

He also announced plans to fo­
cus on AIDS and smoking

While the president said there is 
"no national policy" on condom 
distribution, his administration a 
year ago introduced -an $800,000 
condom advertising campaign.

At least two Republicans on the 
Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee raised con­
cerns about Dr Foster, who won 
the backing of freshman Sen. Bill 
Frist, Tennessee Republican.

Sens Spencer Abraham of 
Michigan and Daniel R. Coats of 
Indiana said they are concerned 
about Dr. Foster’s program to dis­
tribute condoms and his associ- 
ation with Planned Parenthood.

“It is one thing to be an advocate 
for a major anti-smoking cam­
paign. It is quite another to be an 
advocate for an every child must 
have a condom' campaign," Mr. 
Coats said

Pro-life groups have been call­
ing for the appointment of a can­
cer or heart surgeon as a replace­
ment for Dr Elders.

While conservatives were rais­
ing questions about Dr. Foster, the 
liberals weighed in yesterday with 
objections of their own.

Steve Michael of ACT UP. the 
AIDS activist group, said: “We 
wanted an eagle and Clinton gave 
us an ostrich with his head in the 
sand about HIV and AIDS policy."

From page Al

1978 to 1981, backed those policies 
advocated by the Sex Information 
and Education Council of the U.S

Mr. Clinton, who supports abor­
tion, asked that “thoughtful con­
servatives" give a fair hearing to 
his choice for surgeon general

“I thank him for his willingness 
to serve to try to make a difference 
in the health care of the people of 
this country, and especially to try 
to make a difference in the future 
of the people of this country,” said 
Mr. Clinton.

Dr. Foster, the former acting 
president and dean of Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville, 
Itenn., said he would focus on cut­
ting the teen pregnancy rate, now 
at 2,800 a day.

“We have the highest teen preg­
nancy rate in the Western world — 
twice that of the nearest Western 
nation," he said at an Ova) Office 
ceremony “Be assured, this is a 
problem that cuts across all socio­
economic strata. There are, how­
ever, demonstrated ways that this 
problem can be mitigated "

Dr. Foster has been on Planned 
Parenthood's advisory board since 
1981.

Since 1989, he has served on the 
National Leadership Committee to 
Keep Abortion Safe and Legal — a 
Planned Parenthood subpanel that 
includes former Rep Bella Abzug, 
TV producer Diane English, cel­
list Yo Yo Ma, and TV chef Julia 
Child as members, among others

"Dr Foster appears to be ‘El­
ders Lite.’ He may not have her 
methods, but he has supported the 
same failed policies,” said Mr. 
Bauer.

Planned Parenthood spokes­
woman Mona Miller said Mr. 
Bauer’s efforts are “really a 
smear"

The White House did not make 
Dr. Foster available for interviews, 
but a senior administration offi­
cial said: “This guy is solid We are 
an administration that believes 
abortion should be safe and rare 
His thing is abstinence."

The White House and the De­
partment of Health and Human 
Services, where the surgeon gen­
eral works, mounted their own 
campaign to win support for the 
nominee, who has been schoiarin- 
residence at the Association of 
Academic Health Centers here 
since July.

Several officials noted that Dr 
Foster was a "Points of Light" win­
ner during the Bush administra­
tion and is supported by several 
major medical groups and col­
leges.

They also avoid noting Dr Fos­
ter's work with Planned Parent­
hood Neither Mr. Clinton nor HHS 
nor the Tennessee doctor s official 
biography mentioned his 17-year 
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Henry W "Hank" Faster Jr.. 61

■ BORN: Sept. 8. 1933, in Pine Bluff, Arte, to Henry W. Foster and Ivie
HUI Watson. '

■ FAMILY: Married to St. Clair Anderson Has one son, Wendell, 
research director of a Waft Disney Co. television unit in Burbank, Calif., 
and one daughter, Myrna, a middle school teacher In McLean, Va

■ EDUCATION: Graduated from Morehouse College. Atlanta, with a 
bachelor s degree in 1954 Received his MD from the University of 
Arkansas In 1958.

■ MEDICAL CAREER: Air Force, medical officer, 1959-61. Malden 
Hospital. Malden. Mass., surgical resident. 1962. Hubbard Hospital. 
Nashville, obsfetncs/gynecology resident physician. 1962/>5. J A 
Andrew Memorial Hospital at Tuskegee Institute. Tuskegee. Ala . chief 
of ob/gyn. 1965 73 Meharry Medical College. Nashville chairman, 
ob/gyn. 1973 90: dean. School of Medicine and vice president for 
hearth affairs. 199094. act mg president. January to July 1994 On 

sabbatical from Meharry. 1994 95. as health policy fellow al Association 

ol Academic Health Centers
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President Clinton yesterday 
named Henry Foster Jr., a soft- 
spoken gynecologist from Tennes­
see, to replace fired surgeon gener­
al Joycelyn Elders.

“No comment." Foster quipped 
at the Oval Office when reporters 
asked Clinton if he would let Footer 
be as outspoken as Elders, who was 
shown the door tn December after

Gynecologist Chosen for Surgeon General

GOP Reaction Wavers; Groups That Opposed Elders Are Critical

M
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saying that public schools should ripe target for cultural conserva- 
consider teaching about masturba- trves.
tion. _ Many of the same groups that de-

T can’t db better on that," Qin- nounced Elders said yesterday they 
ton said, throwing his head back in are no more satisfied with Foster. In 
laughter. his home town of Nashville, Foster

The exchange was Gghthearted, , was active in Planned Parenthood, 
but White House officials are dead which provides abortion counseling,
earnest in their hope that Foster and was a founder of a youth group
can fashion a less controversial operating out of two public housing 
reputation than Elders. Her blunt projects that encouraged young peo-
ptonouncements on abortion, teem . pie to delay sexual activity but also 
age sexuality and the possible fner-’'. distributed condoms.
Its of legalizing drugs made her a 8m FOfltER, A8, CoL 1
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Gynecologist Is Chosen

To Be Surgeon General
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ously been aware of" Ueland said. 
“The hearings are going to have to 
delve into this pretty aggressively.” 
He concluded: “It’s just an open 
question mark at this point.”

At the White House yesterday, 
spokesman Michael McCurry said he 
didn’t know if Foster had ever per­
formed abortions in his career as an 
obstetrician-gynecologist, but said 
he would find out. Later, a White 
House official said the question 
would be answered at Foster’s Sen­
ate confirmation hearing.

Foster, 61. is a former acting 
president of Meharry Medical Col­
lege tn Nashville, one of four histori­
cally black medical schools tn the 
United States. Like Elders, he is an 
Arkansas native. While at Meharry. 
he founded the “I Have a Future” 
program, which seeks to limit teen 
pregnancies by encouraging; young 
people to delay sexual activity, and 
to develop job skills and self-esteem.

At the Oval Office yesterday, Fos­
ter said he intends to make a cam­
paign against teenage pregnancy a 
theme of his term as surgeon general.

Clinton administration officials said 
yesterday the most important differ­
ence between Elders and Foster is 
stybsbc. While Elders seemed to de­
liberately provoke, they said, Foster's 
approach favors understatement and 
consensus-budding. Elders herself 
was enthusiastic. “I think he’ll make

Pr*«M«nt Clinton enjoy* a momont In tha Oval Office wfille introducing Henry 
Foster Jr., M* choice for aurgoon general. At right Is Foster'* wife, St. Clair.

an excellent surgeon general. He’s 
wonderful!” she said in an interview.

Elders said she knows that conser­
vatives intend to confront Foster with 
“the same kinds of things that I went 
through. And I’m sorry that he has to 
go through that, because he’s just an 
excellent, excellent candidate.”

The American Medical Associa­
tion came out strongly in support of 
Foster’s nomination. “Dr. Foster's 
involvement in Meharry Medical 
College’s T Have a Future* program 
has made him acutely aware of and 
personally concerned about the chal­
lenges facing our nation in the areas 
of teenage pregnancy, infant mortal­
ity, sexually transmitted diseases, 
drug and alcohol abuse, homicide 
and other forms of violence," the 
medical group said in a statement.

The surgeon general, who reports 
to the Health and Human Services 
secretary, is relatively powerless 
withm the HHS hierarchy. There is 
little responsibility for running federal 
programs, outside of directing the ac­
tivities of the commissioned officer 
corns of the Public Health Service. In-

"Republicans yesterday showed 
uncertainty about whether to follow 

that adwe.
Asked at a news conference 

whether he approved of Foster’s ap­
pointment, Senate Majonty Leader 
Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) said he 
“sounded like a good replacement” 
for Elders. Told by a reporter that 
Foster is a supporter of abortion ser­
vices. Dole gnrmed and said. “Well, I 
think I’ll leave.” Then be did.

Shortly before noon, Enc Ueland, 
spokesman for the Senate Republi­
can Policy Committee, an arm of the 
Senate GOP, spoke favorably of Fos­
ter. He argued that Foster's work in 
budding a sense of personal respon- 
sibdity among teenagers, along with 
a focus on abstinence, makes him a 
better candidate than Elders, and 
noted that those views “resonate 
fairly well with Republicans and a 
broad majority of Amencans.”

Just an hour later, though, the 
GOP line was different.

“This whole question of Planned 
Parenthood and the whole abortion 
question is going to demand a little 
more investigation than I had previ­

IV J ■ * •
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stead, the surgeon general’s chief 
power lies in the bully pulpit.

President Ronald Reagan’s surgeon 
general, C. Everett Koop, served from 
1981 to 1989 and became a national 
celebrity with his no-nonsense wake­
up calls to Amencans about the grow­
ing AIDS epidemic and the health 
risks of smoking.

David Satcher, head of the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and Preven­
tion in Atlanta and Foster's prede­
cessor as head of Meharry, 
predicted that Foster will excel if he 
wins confirmation.

“He’s a person who has had a lot of 
very valuable experiences and I think 
he brings that to bear when dealing 
with difficult issues.” Just as impor­
tant, Satcher said, Foster has the 
temperament that will allow him to 
deal in controversial issues without 
making himself the object of contro­
versy: "He’s a very pleasant peison 
He doesn’t take himself too seriously 
but he takes his work very seriously. 
He’s a great person for joking."

Staff researcher Barbara J. Saffir 
contributed to this refrorL

ora 
o a
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Gary Bauer, president of the con- 
servative Family Research CouncD, 
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Henry Foster

Why I Wint to Be Surgeon General
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teen pregnancy in the Nashville housing pro­
jects through “I Have a Future’—a program we 
started at Meharry Medical College back in 
1987. Our approach is to expand adolescent

■fr/•*

there is a reward for sacrifice. And earning that 
reward has a fnnge benefit. It allows you to give 
something back. That is a hard lesson to learn, 
but it is one that has kept me going through 
these difficult weeks. Having President Clinton 
place his faith in me is something I could never 
had imagined as a young boy growing up in the 
segregated South. Now, 1 want to give something 
back to a country that has rewarded my work and 
sacrifice, and God willing, I’ll have that opportu­
nity.
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of what trauma really means. When you visit the 
homes of families living in grinding poverty and 
feel the palpable sense of hopelessness in their 
lives, you begin to understand what it is to be up 
against the odds. Compared to that, shouted 
questions and overheated rhetoric may be un­
civil, but I can handle them. When people ask 
me why I want to be surgeon general, 1 know 
the answer.

When you’ve had the good fortune to participate 
in the miracle of birth as many times as I have, it is 
difficult to stand on the sidelines and watch so many 
people wasting the precious gift of life.

It is difficult to look around America today and 
see so much needless suffering. Too many children 
suffer, because their parents have not been taught 
the value of prevention. Too many people don’t 
have access to quality health care. And too rnwy of 
us have turned away from those haste American 
values that can prevent violence or abuse of any 
kind from taking root

But all is not lost. America is moving forward 
to confront both our health care crisis and the 
crisis of values that haj led to far too much

many years. But the attacks do hurt.
11 annot say that my work as a doctor entirely
■pared me for these two turbulent weeks. But
ave learned a few things during my 38 years
a doctor, a teacher and a crusader against       
n pregnancy that have prepared me to be a dent’s belief that abortions should be safejegal community, we have begun to replace a culture 

• vl surgeon general. r J " -  - ' 2
1 !“v* ^en face.X0 f** wit1’ rea* tfe-and- J° making sure that young people don’t have to pie clear pathways to healthy futures'

In my work with young people in Nashville,
ere is one lesson I stress above all others. To 

•ak the cycle of despair, you must learn that

IF'

Just a Little over a week ago, few people 
■utside Nashville knew anything about me. But 
diet 1’resident Clinton announced his intention 
'i nominate Dr. Henry Foster for surgeon 
eneral on Feb. 2, it seems like everybody 
hmks they know everything about me.

Two weeks ago, no one, not even my wife, St. 
lair, my daughter, Myrna, and my son. Wen- 
ell—as devoted as they are—followed my 
very move and every word with rapt attention, 
low, when I wake up ui the morning and look 
ut my window, the press is out there waiting 
nd watching. When I go to my office, they 
>Uow me uito the elevator. And walking down 
>e street, 1 have been punched in the face, 
ladvertently, 1 think, with one of those huge 
ucrophones you see on TV. I have never seen 
lything like it.
I have even picked up a new lexicon. Worda 

iat matter in Washington are not in dictiooar- 
s in the rest of America. They certainly never 
ught me these words in medical school or the 

livery room: Sound bites. Boom mikes. Stake- 
its. l ive shots. Talking heads. On-air analysis.
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( . . . —2 '-----va vaiwia sjmsi lisp IU IsU LLMJ II1UUIIdissecting me over and over again. And all irresponsible behavior. As your surgeon general,
fore I ve uttered one word at my confirmation I believe I can turn the small npples of success
armgs before the Senate. that we have produced into great waves of
I eople who have never met me analyze my progress. I believe that I can draw attention and

•aracter and my life’s work. They attack me help develop lasting solutions to the tragic public
rsonally before they ever give me a chance to health problems confronting us—from the epi-

troduce myself or tell my story. But those denuc of violence to the spread of AIDS to the
'acks do not define me. I know who I am and terrible problem of substance abuse. But I will be
ut I stand for. I also know that I am a symbol giving my greatest attention to what the presi-
a larger debate that has polarized this country dent has called “our most serious social problem,'

the epidemic of teen pregnancy in this country.
It’s ironic that my work fighting teen preg- health care programs beyond the schools and 

nancy has been overshadowed by my opponents’ l,r,n8 to the community, where they can 
talk about abortion. I do believe in the right of a become a part of the fabric of everyday life, 
woman to choose. And I also support the presi- Encouraging abstinence and involving the entire 
‘ .......................................................... . „ r.__________ J

and rare. But my life’s work has been dedicated of hopelessness with one that gives young peo-

ith challenges. When you see k>w birth- t*0® the choice of having abortions.
mothers not yet old I have some ideas about how young people 

•mi have an appreciation can avoid that difficult choice. We are reducing



- END -

Gary L Bauer
President

CONTACT: Kristi S. Hamrick or 
Kristin Hansen for radio

Bauer was referring to a transcript from the Department of Health. 
Education and Welfare office of the Secretary, Ethics Advisory' Board 
Meeting on Friday, Nov. 10, 1978, in Seattle, Washington. (Quotes 
from Pages 180.)

"Once again, pro-family Americans are reminded of the Clinton 
Administration’s total commitment to the failed social policies of the 
last 30 years," Bauer said.

"First Dr. Foster told Senator Kassebaum he had done one abortion, 
then he told the American people he had done ‘possibly’ 12 abortions 
... Today the number is 700," Bauer said. "If Dr. Foster isn’t sure 
about his own medical record as an abortionist, how can pro-family 
.Americans be comfortable with his appointment to the nation’s highest 
medical position?"

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 6, 1995

AMERICA TO FOSTER; HOW MANY WAS IT? 
BAUER REPORTS NEW INFORMATION 

CONNECTS FOSTER TO POSSIBLY
700 ABORTIONS 

"Americans don't want an Abortionist Activist 
General," Bauer says

Foster, 1978: 
"I have done a lot of amniocentesis and 

therapeutic abortions, probably near 700."

700 
'til St . NW 
e500 

-----angton. DC
20005

(202)393-2100
FAX (202) 393-2134

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Family Research Council President Gary- 
Bauer called again on Monday for the President to withdraw his 
nomination of Dr. Henry Foster as the nation’s next surgeon general - 
- after newly discovered information linked him to many more than 
the "fewer than a dozen" abortions he admitted performing as a 
"private practicing" physician, according to a statement he released last 
week.
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WHO BELIEVES HENRY FOSTER?

"I have done a lot of amniocentesis and therapeutic abortions, probably near 700.” - Dr. Henry Foster, 11/10/78 

"Administration officials said the transcript could be mistaken, released out of context, or doctored." - Wash. Post

Pharmaceutical Corp, funds research on a 'do it yourself abortion drug involving 59 abortions -- NC News. 1981 

"Frankly, the number of abortions that Dr. Foster performed is irrelevant." - Rep. Nita Lowey, 2/7/95

r

Gary L Bauer
President

WASHINGTON, D.C. - On Wednesday, Family Research Council President Gary Bauer called 
again on the Clinton White House to withdraw the controversial nomination of Dr. Henry Foster 
to the nation's highest health office -- U.S. Surgeon General.

"If what he has done is what he has said he has done, I don’t think that would disqualify him ... If the facts are no 
different than I understand them to be, I don’t understand why he’d be in trouble." — Pres. Clinton. 2/6/95 

CONTACT: Kristi S. Hamrick 

or Kristin Hansen for radio

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Feb. 8, 1995

"1 believed that I performed fewer than a dozen pregnancy terminations....primarily to save the lives of the women 
or because the women had been the victims of rape or incest." - Dr. Henry Foster, 2/3/95 

700 
’JlSt.NW
4 500

Uoauington. DC 
20005

(202)393-2100
FAX (202) 393-2134

"The defenders of Dr. Foster's nomination have fallen back to the position of saying that the 
number of abortions he has performed is ’irrelevant.’ But Foster himself has made this a defining 
issue by attempting to hide and then minimize his radically pro-abortion record."

"I talked to Dr. Foster about this. He flatly and totally insists that he has not done 700 of these procedures. He says 
the entire statement is untrue.” - Avis LaVelle, HHS, 2/6/95 

"After all this, Rep. Lowey says the number is ‘irrelevant.’ But is the credibility and even the 
veracity of the nominee ‘irrelevant’?" Bauer asked. "Did Dr. Foster lie to Senator Kassebaum? Did 
he lie to President Clinton? Did he lie to the public?

Next, the transcript of a 1978 meeting appears to reveal Dr. Foster claiming to have performed 
"probably near 700" abortions. He flatly denies making a statement that is on the record. Then, 
a 1985 medical journal article by Dr. Foster and four co-authors describes a medical experiment 
involving 59 abortions.

"One of the first criteria for a national health leader should be credibility," said Bauer. "And 
frankly, reports on Dr. Foster's record, released over the last few days, raise senous questions 
about his ability to be trusted by Americans concerned for their family's health.

Bauer noted media reports that when Foster nomination was first announced, the subject of 
abortion was avoided. Senator Nancy Kassebaum, chairman of the Labor and Human Resources 
Committee, was led to believe that Dr. Foster had committed one abortion. Then, as evidence 
began to emerge, a formal, public statement from Dr. Foster claims the number was "fewer than 
a dozen."

Bauer continued, "Based on his record. Dr. Foster seems to be no different from former Surgeon 
General Joycelyn Elders when it comes to supporting abortion, promoting condom distribution to 
youths, favoring the establishment of school-based clinics, and recommending masturbation to 
children. There is one difference, however. Americans always knew where Elders stood."

FAMILY
"ARCH

JNCIL



1980 from the Upjohn Company to participate in a field test of Upjohn'

seem

Dr. Foster noted that 20 per cent of all universities (presumably including

was

Medical Education require that

♦»

r

FOSTER’S COMMENTS ON MED SCHOOL
ACCREDITATION RAISE NEW QUESTIONS ABOUT HIS 

CANDOR, COMPETENCE

Gary L Bauer
Pres Weni

CONTACT: Kristin Hansen
(202) 393-2100

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
February 13, 1995
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"Resident education [in obstetrics and gynecology] 
must include, but not necessarily be limited to 
the following:

Meharry) survive on grant funds and that this project involved a grant. Perhaps, 
then, he solicited this grant for the sake of the financial health of his institution, 
rather than to meet some accreditation standard. Even in that case, however it 
--- completely discretionary on his part to seek this grant and participate in this 
research when there are hundreds of other grants and research projects available.

The actual accreditation standards from the Accreditation Council for Graduate

Dr. Foster offered his concern over accreditation as the reason for seeking a grant 
in 1980 from the Upjohn Company to participate in a field test of Upjohn's 
experimental abortion drug. Even if the accrediution requirements were a factor, 
the solicitation of this particular grant was purely voluntary on the part of Dr
Foster and Meharry’, and any attempt to shift responsibility elsewhere would 
to be disingenuous.

troubled nomination to the position of Surgeon General.

have to train our residents, all residents, how they manage the complications 
of abortion. That s a part of keeping our program accredited. " - Dr. Henn- 
Foster, NIGHTLINE, February 8, 1995.

WASHINGTON, D.C.- In his appearance on ABC’s NIGHTLINE program on 
Wednesday evening, February 8, Dr. Henry Foster implied that his and Meham 
Medical College's involvement in an experiment with an abortion-inducing drug 
was necessitated by his responsibility to maintain the accreditation of Meharry's 
residency program in obstetrics and gynecology.

In raising this matter. Dr. Foster has added yet another complication to his already



6«pt*rob«r 26, 1986

"Dear Mra. i

Thank yex> for fllvlna n» th* opportunity t* respond to the 
XrktnstB Riflht t« L4fo QuteUtRMlv*. Howoutr, raeit of t

Sjncertly,
TjMA CZmaXUCs^.
(Bill ClintonBill Clinton

BCtkt I

State of Arkansas
Omcz OF THE &OVWOR 

d*««« c«>*^ 
Ulte Xk* ruoi

BJI Cllnion
Cflirrn^r

I

I

Arkansas Right To Llfs 
P.O. Box 1697
Littls Rook. AR 72201

Ws should not iptnd stat* funds on abortions bscauss 
many people bellSY* ebortion is •rvny. X do support __
concept of the proposed Arkansas Constitutional Amendnent 
C3 end sgre* with its stated purpose. AS I have said, j

.x.y,,. v***v«*vnn«»rv. HOWSUSr, ROSt Of the 
questions address federal issues outside the authority of o 
governor or the state.

Again, thank you for allowing ae to share ay position on 
this Important issue.

v* «>>« w«.w* ... .sbhu pusp^e*. as i nav* iaia, J an
concerned that sone questions about the anendnent’s inpact 
appear to remain unanswered.

Because many of the questions do concern the issue of 
abortion,t would like for your meabere to b* informed of my 
position on the state's responsibility in that area. I am 
opposed to abortion and to government funding of abortiuns.

I so
X do support the
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January 24, 1986

Dear . i

I hope that some day we will see a drop in the

AG/tffij

Albert Gore, Jr. | 
United States Senator

Thank you for contacting my office recently 
regarding funding of abortions. I appreciate hearing 
from you.

As you know, 1 have strongly opposed federal 
funding of abortions. In my opinion, it is wrong to 
spend federal funds for what is arguably the taking of 
a human life. I have been encouraged by recent action 
in the Congress, particularly in the House, that has 
indicated greater acceptance of our position with 
respect to federal funding of abortions.

It is my deep personal conviction that abortion is 
wrong. : .  ' “ '  ‘
outrageously large number of abortions which currently 
take place.

Let me assure you that I share your belief that 
innocent human life must be protected and I have an 
open mind on how to further this goal.

Again, thank you for letting me hear from you. 1 
hope you will continue to share your views with me on 
other matters of concern to you. .

Sincerely, /]

- 5HCnx£eb Senate
WAKHIMCTON E> e MBIi
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To: Interested Parties

Fromi Douglas Johnson, NflLC legislative Director 
(202) 626-8820, (301) 502-1170, fax (202)1170, fax (202) 347-3668

Date:

Re:

for 1977-84 credit Gore with 28 "anti-choice" votes, 7 "pro-choice" votes 
Arid Ana ahconra ♦ _____ ____ r *

In effect,

• •

the extreme
' on June

Sum 500 419 7th StWft N w
tVasn.noion DC 20OU 2293 - |JO2I «36-eeOO .FAX, ?1? q• pq 0,

Sept. 14, 1992

Senator Gore

Congressman Si gander explained that the amendment would "deny Federal funds 
to any institution performing abortions." On Meet the Press on Feb 21

what ww have to do is deny, deny, deny.
luck, attention will turn elsewhere..."

But scrutiny of’ 
Gore had a

Here is a rundown on Senator Gore's "evolution" on abortion-related Issues:

SURMARY: Senator Gore says "I have had the same position [on abortion] 
since the beginning (Meet the Press, Sept. 6, 1992). But scrutiny of 
Gore s record demonstrates that he has shifted drastically. Gore had a 
strong pro-life voting record when he represented a conservative district In 
the House of Representatives. He shifted markedly in the pro-abortion 
direction after being elected to the Senate, and he embraced the extreme 
pro-abortion position by co-sponsoring the "Freedom of Choice Act" on June 
25- just two weeks before being picked as Gov. Clinton's running mate.

Gore's Overall House Voting Record

Gore served in the House from 1977 through 1984. On all roll calls scored 
by the National Right to Life Connittee (NRLC), Gore voted pro-life 27 times 

and pro-abortion 5 times, for pro-life voting record of 84^. Congressional 
scorecards issued by the National Abortion Rights Action League (NARAL) 
for 1977-84 credit Gore with 28 "anti-choice" votes, 7 "pro-choice" votes 
and one absence, for an overall House percentage of 80k.

Gore on the Himnlty of Unborn Children

On June 26, 1984, Gore voted in favor of the one-sentence Siljander 
Amendment, to amend the federal Civil Rights Act to declare "the term 
^person' shall include unborn children from the moment of conception "

national
RIGHT TO LIFE

committee, inc.

factual basis for this claim; the amendment explicitly states "... from the 
moment of conception." [Congressioet] Record, June 26, 1984, p. H 7047]

(continued)

advisor later told U.S. New and Norld Report (March 7, 1988, page 29)
t5at *0?' ** have on’y one choice, in effict,

J ■> -> t He»ve noddled the point, and with



SENATOR GORE'S '’EVOLUTION'1 ON ABORTION, PAGE 21
Gore on the "Freedom of Choice Act"

inva 1 irlatp All laws requiring nAnctat.nry waiting periods prior to abortion, 
even as short as 24 hours. Gore's opposition even to a simple waiting

Amendment, which prohibits federal funding of abortion, except to 
life of the mother. On two occasions in 1977, Gore voted in favo

I

period makes it clear that he has indeed embraced legal abortion on demand.

Gore on Third-Trimester Abortions

During 1991, the Senate voted twice on amendments to require certain 
federally funded organizations to notify one parent prior to performing an 
abortion on a minor girl, except in cases of medical emergency, sexual 
abuse, child abuse, or child neglect. Gore voted against these parental 
notification amendments. Gore voted for alternative amendments to allow 
many classes of non-parents to routinely authorize abortions— including the 
abortionists themselvesl

On June 25, Gore co-sponsored the version of the “Freedom of Choice Act" 
that was approved 6 days later by the Senate Labor and Huiitaii RtSOuiCtS 
Committee. This bill would prohibit any restrictions on abortion up to 
■viability," and would prohibit limits even after viability if sought on the 
basis of emotional "health." (See below.) The bill would, for example, 

On Meet the Press, Sept. 6, 1992, NBC News correspondent Lisa Myers asked 
Gore about his recent co-sponsorship of the “Freedom of Choice Act,0 which, 
she noted, "would prohibit states from restricting abortion, even after the 
fetus can live outside the "mb, if the abortion is necessary for the life 
or health of the mother... which the committee report defines [as] emotional 
as well as physical health." (emphasis added) Gore did not dispute this 
(accurate) characterization of the bill, but merely reiterated that "I 
believe that the woman ought to have the right to choose."

Gore on Federal Funding of Abortion

On This Meek Hith David Brinkley on July 12, Gore embraced Gov. Clinton's 
position in favor of a national health insurance plan that covers elective 
abortions. However, in the House, Gore voted in favor of the Hyde 
Amendment, which prohibits federal funding of abortion, except to save the 
life of the mother. On two occasions in 1977, Gore voted in favor of rape 
and incest exceptions, but he later consistently voted against all attempts 
to weaken the Hyde Amendment and similar enactments. For exan^le, during 
consideration of a proposal to codify the Hyde Amendment in 1980, Gore voted 
against an amendment to allow Medicaid funding of abortions In cases or rape 
and Incest [roll call on Waxman Amendment to HR 4962, Dec. 6, 1979].

In a 1980 letter, Gore stated. 'I am a firm supporter of the Hyde
Amendment." As late as 1987, as a senator, Gore wrote, "During my 11 years 
in Congress, I have consistently opposed federal funding of abortion, in my 
opinion, it is wrong to spend federal funds for what is arguably the taking 
of a human life." Nevertheless, Gore now claims that he has "always" 
supported more liberal language on federal funding.

Gore on Parental Notification for Abortion
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cue, there t* tndbpuuble medlcaj evl-
dence that demoMtratca that the

••• • •

Mnutlre for the hietontaUly black eoUem

Cnrmeiiy,

ever been erttJcized 11 beln* dUcrtmlJ children frow the moment af feneep.ever oeen cnuozec M oeing oucnmi- child 
natory but I will be happy to accept I tlon. 
the tmendmenL <- Th

I cruel o 
oy ildlzed 
•lg talitlni 
®A theeec 

vnaney.

ainend-

i

there an be no Ltsue more relevant to 
Hill bill then thU Ueue.

amendment.
It la u attempt to expand vfth i 

new definition beyond the scope o 
this act It la not (ennane u the prevl 
oua amendment waa not sermane.

It la an extremely Unoortant issue 
that thia body haa debated many timet 
and *111 debate many more. But thia ia 
not the place where Rahould go. -

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentle­
man from Michigan [Mr. Sujaudcm]

Let me tell ray colleagues about 
second and third trtmeater abortions. 
There are over 400 performed each 
and every day Ln thia Nahoa In each

oPrTin atnendment.
The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment offered by Mr. Stuann: 

Ptft 10. after line Jt tmert the foltowlnc
Bae. t For Uh purpeeee of UUe mA. Uh 

term •peraoa" shall tnciudo unborn children 
from the mometit M co&cepUoa. 

eonrr or oaaa

practices of ths black coUem and uni' ttona. by defining the word person in 
verities of the United States have the Civil Rl»hta Act to Include unborn

Vincent J. Collins, the foremost expert 
on aneslhesloloiy tn this Nation, docu­
menting the medical fact that these 
(.lilldien fnl t*L> afU< the 13Ut «eck.

therein, m: amenduiriit tuudifylim uitw 
of the definitions and adding another 
may be germane.

Ou page 3. on page « and page 8 and 
page to the word "person* is used, 
which la substantially different from 
the former amendment.

I yield to the chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ta pre* 

pared to rule.
On page 8, line J4. the bCl uses the 

terra “person."
In the gentlemans amendment he 

says Cor the purpooes of thia bOl the 
terra "penoa* shall and defines the 
term "person” and. therefore, the 
amendment la gennane.

The rentlemaa u recognized for 8 
minutes.

r- Mr. 3HJANDER. Mr. rhairman, my

year.
1 urn adoption of the amendment
Mr. GUNDERSON, win the gentle­

man yield?
Mr. S1LJANDER. I will be hapoy to 

yield to the gentleman from Wacnn-

Our rights an not a gtft of the State 
or even of the Conrtltullon—they are 
a birthright from Ood that do State, 
no court and yea. no Congress can 
take away.

There is no way to Justify the Oov- 
emraent's participation tn thia iraiet- 
ty. of civil and human rtgnta. There ls 
no way that this Congress oaa lustily 
making the public an accompuct in 
thta.

If It is the right to privacy that tome 
of my colleagues so dearly cant co 
defend then let then keep abortion 
private. Don't ask the taxpayers to 
pay foe the took needed ta destroy 
human life, whether it be buildings, 
supplies, scalpels, or the poteoos used 
In the abortion proem. The taxpayers 
should not be farad to pay tor Indi 
rectly. as the entire redptem changes 
tn this bill make clear, the dlserirai'.i- 
tlon that destroys the cirU rights, the 
human rights, ths rtry lives of 1 is mil­
lion of our fellow human beam evgry

unborn child feels pain. Mr. Chair­
man, I would like to Insert following 
my remarks, a medical affidavit by Dr

wish to be heard on the point of 
ordert

Mr. 8HJAND ER. I dA Mr. Chair­
man.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair reeof- 
nixes the gentleman from Michigan.

Mr. SIUANDER. Chapter 28 of the
procedures of the House, section 8.12.
■ays "• • • U . UU ^SUtAlUu, defil'd- .......... .................................................................
tions of several of the terms med of pregnancy. This pain can be excru- 

cluUng und prolongvd In thv uboruoa
* process.

The saline abortion, burns the outer 
layer of the child's akin, until death 
and then spontaneous expdlsioa 
rwuK. This process can last ssveral 
bout*. Ths baby fights this and reacts 
with self-defensive actions. Ln fact, ao- 
cordlng to the Atlanta Center for Dis­
ease Control 800 children survive this 
method at abortion each year. Even 
Hitter's mad docton would be embar- 
reseed by this medical procedure.

According to an article in the New 
York Times of February 15, 1M4. doc­
tor* are so concerned about these Uve 
births that they are changing to an­
other procedure called a dilation and 
evacuation, which ripe the child apart 
In the womb, thereby Insuring It's 
death. One can only knaglne the horri­
ble pain the victim of thia procedure 
must feel It certainly exceeds any 
concept we have of cruel and unusual 
puafshmenB.

If we chose to Ignore the dvO rights 
of a speechless and defenseless class of 
American dtlxgns—those of the 
unborn—then the civil rights of all are
in danger.

If we give the State the power to be- 
aueth civil rights then the State has 
the same power to take those rights 
away.

seas tor itudenu of color. Ma age. and/or 
Dhnlcai coodiUoB throughout the country. 
The Nation's historically block eoLirges and 
univsrwtlM havw since their tstabUiuaont. 

****?•■ ** * rttre- 
a^’^lv^dS NAreSTtee^Fort:'  ̂

not support any sxeeptlao to the enforce­
ment and/or wUcabtlity of tbs Civil 
Rights Act at Im to any sector of higher 
education bachsdlag the hiitorically black 
eollegw aod snlvaraltiea.

Bavck. I* Mrnu, 
AwMmL

Mr. FISH. Will the gentleman yield?
Mr. walker. I yield to the gentle* 

man from New York. (   „
Mr. FISH. As I Indicated to the gen- amendment would deny Federal 

tleman. neither the charter nor ths to any tostltuUon performing sboe-

Junt 26, 1984

see that It does any harm and I will 
accept the amendment.

The letter follow*:
Katioru. Axsocnnow rex Eocu. 
Orvorrtnrrrr a Hiora Educjltiow, 

WuAlfirtm, DC, Aim M HU
Roa Fret Sixos,
//ewr of Arorasreioasea
rvssAlsptoa, DC.

Otar Rs7KUK>n*nve Sissoir: Ths Nallen- 
■ I Arirriatinn fnr rnuai OnnoniinlLv In 
Hisher Education (NAFXO) supports me 
Civil Rlgats Act of list. The Civil Rights 
Art ol ISM Win suarutee equal educattonal

- This amendment Is consistent with 
current Federal policy which prohibits 
the use of other Federal funds to di­
rectly or indirectly pay for abortlona.

There is a nocable exception, howev­
er, to current policy. If any abortion 
can be worse than another, and that la 
a little like saying hanging ia worse 
than the firing squad, thia amendment 
would cut off the moet hideous and 
cruel of an abortions in taxpayer sub­
sidized boopitala. The abortions I am 
talking about are those performed tn 
the second and third trimester of preg-

As moot of my colleagues should 
know, the earnest abortions are done 
by private, profltmaklng merehanta in 

s*bortlon dlnlcs. What many of my col- 
iMgues don't know, but should, la that 
late-term abortions, frequently after 
24 weeks of pregnancy are performed 
ia those institutiona subsidized by the

Since the Issue of slavery, there haa 
not been a greater aril rights Issue 
than the alaughter of the unborn In 
the womb. There hare been over 18 
millian abordona since the 1PTJ Roe 
against Wade decision. Perhaps some

Mr. WALKER. The gentleman ia ab­
solutely correct.

This gentleman has offered this lan­
guage because the President of Lin­
coln Unhrerrity In ray district had 
some concerns about the provisions 
contained in the bill and this clarifies 
it.

I thank both gentlemen tor accept­
ing the amendment

The CHAIRMAN. The question la < 
the amendment offered by the gentli 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Walxxx: 

The amendment wax agreed to. 
aksrokw orrexxo it io. xtuardd

Mr. Mr ch simian. I 

Mr. SIMON. MT. Ch
w-noint of order axaii
tnent

This is different In wording-from the
previous amendment but the same _______
point of order rests against this, of my coUeaguex might draw a histori­

cal parallel to the original Constitu­
tion end say that an abortion done in 
the fifth month Is done on a dtlzen 
who Is only three-filths human, as the 

k. slaves were considered. Mr. Speaker,
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Besides performing abortions himself, Dr. Foster also has a long history

groups

Legaland as one of PPFA's national •Public Policy Advocates.’

"This nomination is one more evidence that Clinton is the captive of g—  

that regard abortion as just another birth control method,’ Johnson commented.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Friday, February 3, 1995

national
RIGHT TO LIFE

committee, inc.

Clinton Moainates Pro-Abortion Activist as

The National Right to Life Committee (NRLC), the nation's largest pro-life 

organization, today announced that the group will ask senators to vote against 

confirmation of Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. as Surgeon General of the United States. 

’President Clinton claims that he's not pro-abortion— but with 700,000 

American physicians to choose from, he's chosen a pro-abortion activist as the 

nation's doctor-in-chief," commented NRLC Legislative Director Douglas Johnson. 

According to today's A/ashfngton F/wj, a ’senior administration official’ 

acknowledged last night that Dr. Foster's own medical practice ’included a whole 

range of reproductive services, Including abortion." in a statement released 

today, Dr. Foster acknowledged that he had performed what he called "pregnancy 

terminations," but claimed they were "primarily" to "save the lives of women" or 

in cases of rape and incest.

Suit. rvw. 419 /th blr.rt N.W.
War.Nnqton. D C 2COC4 22M EOS OJC-MDO (FAX) 737-0 18. or 347*907

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION;
Douglas Johnson, Legislative Director 
(202) 626-8820, (301) 502-1170

as an activist against legal limitations on abortion. In the past, he has 

served on the board of directors of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America 

(PPFA), which operates the largest chain of abortion clinics in the United 

States. In recent years, PPFA reports have listed Or. Foster as a member of 

the National Leadership Committee of PPFA's "Cainpalgn to Keep Abortion Safe and
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The featlem*n from California ta quence, by definition, b the abortion.absoluteLr enrwei Th. a.. . "LT’. ’ “ lne aoort.on. Mr. HTDa We are jure r«lyin< on nowhere Included In ““”JUen" wX^tfa0?.^

Miy exclualoui. The centleman'* Medloil pnctlct 1> ilvm to uive on lerkMilr* hlutnrv h»p*9 

utes before the Members vote on this, country. The vote wu ta
This has ramifications for milUozu of Would the ttncleman arree to that? device, and there wiJ

unborn children, for millions of Mr. MILLER of California. It ap- 
wwnen and their spouses and their pears that that is the intent, and u it 
i A ha a va a bv 4 ■ I a ..1 r m- - k . 4.

amendment to chii bill.
Mr. HYDE. May I just have one sen-

Mr. MILLE51 of California 1 yield to 

Mr. ffYDa We are sure relyin< on

stances we have to do thia, but if the 
tentleman will permit me.

The amendment offered by the fen- ...u.vu. ■■■« .ircn a 
tieman from Michigan simply defines very learned replan iron of what ha

I

i

I
I
I
I
I
I

the rebUexnan from Wlsconoc.'
Ms OUNDERSOH. I thank the ren- 

tleman for ritidlnf.
The prowro ie mu that rrhnrmno.

Mr. ORXXN. If the (utiacaan win 
yleli when I went to Harvard Law 
School. Dean Griswold. Later Soiiciw 
GanaraX of the Uni tod 9tate«. used tn 
say facetiously that if the reralatkw» 
are unclear, look aS the statute. An< 

I c«M. the amendment itsetf lx

APOUCUS
Art MT

Bartlett
o. urn 
-
#•<>»«•
B.rtU 
aimaa

J 

Boto 
BouuM 

muemaa yxsar
Mr. MILLER of California. I yield to arvonnew 
----------.-------- . .. __ eueiaaciMi 

arron 
Curwy 
Chaews

turner
Coeu
Cwit.

219. not votint 2*. at fi
(RoM Ma. J 

AYES.IM
Cower •
Corcena n
Coen* ’ r>
crus ri
CraaaOMM Q.
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Dum4 o
Duvwwver O
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Dome* *
Dovey a
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□uneea a
Dureia a
□non e
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the Contreaa should any what tt ■aaas 
tn the law. not Ln UM raoorta cmc tn 
the coaferenoe reporta, mi tn the Wf- 
talatlT* binary, bus tn fast in the Caw.

I would hope that the Maabem 
would turn down thia rasnrhamt

The CHAIRMAN. The twose h on 
the amendment otterad by Um sentla
— __“i : -«n.L

Thw question wa> taken: and the
Chairman announced thns Um nacs 
appeared to have it

•xcoaaas ywrs 
_ ___________________ ______ _______ Mr. SIUANDER. Mr Charfwsan. I
gentleman frnrn Mlehi«an would tn- dtm*J'd * recorded vote
-• • • - ( A recorded vote was orwrw*.

The vote wu taken ay ewetm<t.e 
ui </ee IM. noea 

'oUoww.
1

\ "T — *• swwMwa uxwvJMAUk Ui —warva uiM suvwiw UV W1C WJU QI wrw tlww
X*. allow any further Federal funds to the doctor—then you save the moth. <- thll 

-n,. tto. „

onward te the definition, of a parson.
Therefore, any abortion performed tn. 0 1154
any university tvaapiUl or institution^ The claim to lift is equal A hfe and 
even tn save the hfe of ths mother, a life are st stake. If you cannot save 
would be the reason to dlKlalm or both—and lhai should be the aim of 

~ sees
ent The gentleman Is adding legiala-
a. * _.. a * —. _ • ■ ■ _

- _T^W'”'^WW ••’••www —www wawm |r«.a d»
from Che point of conception oniird.

centteoan from California

sgszMt. MILLER^f“ cilfemlH Mr. Caltfunla f Neli to

I assume U you favor abortion, this is r.^-^A — -a... - ---------
a serious amendment; and if you 
oppoae abortion, this is a serious
nendment.

I think It is Important that we un­
derstand what ta fact this amendment)
does. It now appears that on the face- 
at the amendment that tt does not 
provide for exclusions that this House 
has found tn Its beet Judgment, from
time to time, to provide Ln the cases of 
the health of the mother, rape and
incest and other problems that we .. .,lB iu>-
tmve struggled with, at least the 10 ruage, at leut u Interpreted by the
yeem have been In Congresa C„.^_ woula

I would Just like to take 3 or J mln- elude Jud about every hospital Ln this

ie gentleman 1
TL h a Ulan km iwnruid- 

mena It has none ci the exceptions. I 
lust have to uy that we are imposing 

^.,Th. ,. V'Til i.-.i.V, ISI

“ JSUfS"* _____
removal'of the unborn £tu£ L^m ^LL^LZLLZT. --------

the mother's womb, a secondary conse- the gentleman from llbnod.

exp.s-plicit in the definition. i  
- a’IuI'H ‘ndJ“* ^nendmetu doe, not fcZof th«e

from IUI-
tion IS nrfTTWvry In nave lirr llfti. miin Hiiyennln.

.a v --------— ——a. w<w**aaa m I taOA/llSUIC IXlUltC VI LiLtTWlLaJl*W’ 14 nothing in the and scientific certainty, the operation

June M CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

7lCla “ B?0"lQn- But lt lS true lhe 1MUt *»lm- only problem is that nene of his exp a- 
the rentieman from Wkixkrt-m " _ nBdOn. 18 the l»»ndment. The

health is so Jeopardized That an abor- uunfTthM thT gentlew*

‘“"W inuroretatleh of within a reasonable ip.eofmedlcU

lovers and their families. Could we was axpiainod by the rentleman from 
jiwt possibly take 3 minutes of the Mlehfgwn. we are talking about all Aanuw. 
Members attention to try to deter- fuixk and all instituUcns. I think It ts ' 
rafce what it U wo MW going to In fact a ted us<atent to raise tn this eon- 
vwte on. text

Mr. Hhur. Mr. Chairman, will the The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 

ss?for yielding. for j additional mlnutss.)
Mr. Chairman. 1 think the gentle- Mr. GREEN Mr. wu the

taan has raised a very Important point aentlemaa yield? 
thal we ought to understand and It Is I"., _r_ — 4
imfortunaie that under these clrcum- the genUeraan from New York.’

Mr. GRKD4. I thank my colleague 
for yielding. _

Our fnend from Illinois has given a ci**/ 

pereonhoed. It reeilr doe- not addreu thinks Uhl* imenkmeiu would dc-JThe

by the genikeman's amendmeoU I

Mr. PA2IQ. Mr. ChaLrmao. viS the 
gentleman yield?

( , - ---------------- — Mr. MILLER of California. I Neli to
Chairman, l appreciate that the hour the gentleman from CaUfomM.

*“ - - - Mf- FAZIO. I appreciate the gentle-
•U of us involved no matter whit your /Tam pcJuure exactly how well draft-

surface the intent of the gentleman to 
include. I am sure, all hagpltali that 
get any son of Federal funding, and 
that would Include HllL-Burton funds 
for eouetroetlon. that would mean 
medicare fund*, that would mean med­
icaid tumM if it is a county hoepitaL 
any funds the county receives from 
iht^2Lo7enirarDt;tfLt,,BunJ- 
VArrity hospital, any funds the untver- 
atty reoetres from the Federal Govern- 

ypent.
It seems that the intent and the Ian-
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How,DR. FOSTER:

That buth^ra n« «

I have ^ot to really clear that in my

ralnd.

I have done a

woul*

3ut the

fetus is studied,

Then the

23

.. . 

I their fetoscopy work was therapeutic. The work on

thalaseerflla wag clearly therapeutic.

In fact, I know nuch

t< of that. •

11

r*

12

I 

I 
I

the next question I have --

- now, X read tne resuarc'

It is very reasonable.

introduced into the annlotic

It was done for

„ the salts reasons that we do amniocentesis, to decide 

<2 whether or not the pregnancy Should coatings. *nH to 

u provide a therapeutic abortion.

■E3-06-’=’5 “O. 13:3" :r:P'3-—0 '_;r=

✓
/ •

I and then I will make my comments -

IQ proposal, and I missed this delay, 

little bit, first.

15 the patient

be a 24 hour delay, which was not inordinate.

17 Information that we have.

18 clinical part, a catheter is

39 cavity, and that is the time when the

the blood vessels, and the sample is taken.

SOURCE:
SECRETARY, ETHICS
1978 --------

n 4 n.v. - lot Of amniocentesis and tnerapeu-

„ tic .Portion.. prob.Bly <»«»£jgo. *• t

would be brought in the hospital, and that

based on the

22
techniques we use

21

which is quite acceptable.

for continuous prostayland in infusion.

20
fatoscope is withdrawn, but the catheter is left in place.

In fact, this Is one of the
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Ku specialty in the practice of medicine it obstetrice/ 
clogj. I have personally delivered ■ore than 10,000 ba:

hoepital privilege!, 
arch waa performed e

, drug abuse and amok Ina 
agera. abstinence has al

ui
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Rvis LaVelle 
<my-S 00-7053

FOR IWEDIRTE RELEASE 
Friday, Feb. J. 1«95

gynecology. X have personally delivered more than 10,000 babies in 
nearly 30 years ef practice including my aervice in ths military.

In that period of almost three decades as a private practicing 
physician, I believed that I performed fewer than a dozen pregnancy 
terminations. None were in out-patient settings; all were in 
hospitals and were primarily to save the lives of the women or 
because the women had bean the victim of rape or incest.

X was also Chief of Service at two major teaching institutions 
where many physicians hold hospital privileges. A wide variety of 
msdical procedures and research was performed at both. To my 
knowledge, all were in accordance with the law and educational 
r e q u j r erne ntTT----------------------------------------------------------------------- —-----------------------------

X have dedicated ay life's work to improving soeesa—to aadiesJ— 
care and improving quality of life for wosen and children, a passion 
rooted in my early years of practice in ths rural South. I have 
placed particular emphasis on prevention, eepecially in such areas 
as toon pregnancy, drug abuse and smoking cessation in children. In 
my.work with teenagers, abstinence has always been stressed as my 
first priority.

Through my long affiliation with Planned Parenthood Federation 
of America, my personal goal has always been to provide education, 
counseling, preventive health care and contraceptive access to 
patients needing such services. If abortion is provided, ay wish is 
that it be safe, legal and rare.

I am proud of my affiliation with Planned Parenthood just as I 
am of my affiliation with many other prestigious organizations such 
as the March of Dimes Foundation, the American Cancer Society, the 
V.kl.C.A. and my ohuroh.
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More Skeletons in Foster's Closet

Amefk* doea not want Dr. Foster—not now, not ever!

?News Release

CONTACT: Jerry Hom
(703) 659-4171- -(703) 786-9454

America was given the impression from recent White House reporu that Dr. Foster had 

killed perhaps 12 preborn. Why the deception?

Please contact Mrs. Randy Engel, Founder, The Michael Fund at (412) 327-7379 or 

(Mrs.) Jodie Brown, President, American Life League at (703) 659-4171.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 7,1995

Further, Mrs. Engel's research reveals that in 1981 Dr. Foster presided over a "do it 

yourself abortion research project that was funded by Upjohn Pharmaceutical 

Corporation. The project took place at Mehany Medical College and Hubbard Hospital, 

and Mre. Engel points ont that the 'do it yourself abortion suppository (15-ir«thyl 

prostaglandin F2 methyl ester) was designed to kill preborn babies up to 63 days old.

aa aanav A 

Recent research data provided to American Life League paint a sordid picture of Henry 

Foster Jr.'s, professional background. Clearly, the man who has been nominated by 

PrMideDt Clinton for U.S. Surgeon Oeneral is totally committed to surgical abortion, 

chemical abortion, live non-therapeutk fetal experimentation and the use of "surplus’ in 

wtro fertilization children for lethal experimentation and destruction.

i .1.11 r i _____________

(-lerlcan Life League, ine. • National Headquarters: P.O. Box 1350, Stafford VA 22555 
Phone (705)659-4171 • Metro D.C.(703>690-2049 • Fax (703) 659-2586

Randy Engel, Founder of the Michael Fund (the International Foundation for Genetic 

Research) has discovered that in 1978 (Transcripts of Public Hearing of the Ethics 

Advisory Board, Bethesda, MD, bearing record, 11/10/78, page to follow, UJ. 

Department of Commerce National Technical Information Service, Document Number 

PB-288 405), during a discussion on a pending grant on fetoseopy. Dr. Henry W. Foster 

Jr. told his fellow members of the DHEW Ethics Advisory Board that he had "done a lot 

of amniocentesis and therapeutic abortions, probably near 700."

One must ask, and we do, bow a man can possibly be approved u America's doctor, 

which is what the U.S. Surgeon General should be, when that man bas been deeply 

involved in testing efficient ways to take the lives of tiny babies while at the same time 

testing chemicals that are hazardous to women as well. Dr. Foster has admitted to killing 

some babies, and if he had taken the life of only one, that would have been a tragedy. But 

Dr. Foster is not merely someone who committed abortica on ’are" occasions; he is a 

man who is obviously committed to death.

For documentation and verification on transcript information contact National Institutes of 

Health, Peggy Schnoor (301) 496-1454.
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?News Release

I
I FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

February 9,1995

If It Was 1000 or 1
America Is Frosted with Foster

Henry Foster must be rejected by the Sewte wd, most important, by the American

people His prescription for solving women’s problemt is deadly.

Foster is not qualified to be Surgeon Oeooal of the United State*. He I* a man 

who has admitted to taking the lives of prebora children, and be has made no apologies for 

his grisly action. He comniitted abortion in a hcapitai setting, and we surmise that he 

somehow feels this is an acceptable thing. IlisaoL Pater's basic studies in biology and 

his early medical training taught him that a pertoe exists al fertilization. Destroying that 

person is not a "reproductive activity,'’ as adminiatration officials have suggested, it is a 

tragedy. A preborn child is not a cancerous growth ar i disease. A pre bom child is a 

human being and Foster just doesn't get it

^JMLt

Morally and ethically, regardless of whas ta tow says or does not say, no physician 

is ever forced to abort a chili Obviously, Four wanted io do those abortions, and be did 

do them. A man who can find reasons to eliminate a tiny baby, a fellow human being, is a 

man who has trouble separating rhetoric from reality. An abortion destroys somebody! 

Face it Abortion kills.

As President of American Ltfe League, tbe natwa's largato pr>ufe organizatioo with 350 (Xto 
mpporur^ (Mn.) Judk Brown to th. iMdteg ptiblie comh.M of th. dangtrous pro-

Henry Foster, Jr., Is a physician who has, during the course of his medical career, 

opted out of the Hippocratic Oath and bought the lie that abortion is a good thing. His 

Domination by pro-abortion President William Jefferson Cinton for the office of Surgeon 

General of the United States is a joke, t very bad joi® that could cost the lives of many 

more prebcni human beings if Foster is confirmed.

America now knows his dirty little secret, th* during his medical career he 

personally aborted several little children. This admusiou alone must cause every 

responsible politician to pause. A doctor who has already perpetrated u act that is 

diabolical to millions of Americans is not a doctor who will be trusted, regardless of his 

political mantle of respectability. After all. do we really want a United States Surgeon 

General who has already proven his "compassion* with instruments designed to kill?

J
American Life League, Inc. • National Headquarters: P.O. Box 1550, Stafford, VA 22555 

Phone (703)659-4171 . Metro D.C.(703)690-2049 • Fax (703) 659-2586

CONTACT: Jerry Horn 
(703) 659-4171

America docs not need a Surgeon General wtx> denies such a basic truth in his 

professional practice, even if all of his other quahficatxn elevate hire to 

sainthood—which. I might add, they do not
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accice including my service m the military. WASHINGTON, Feb. 3 
In that period of almost three decades as a private practicing 
/"■'Sor'l T U — 4- T_______ £___________ □ _________ C 3

am proud of my affiliation with Planned Parenthood just 
affiliation with many other prestigious craani zar i nnc r *

Human Services,

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE-MDC: February 3, 1995

DISTRIBUTION: TO NATIONAL AND HEALTH/MEDICAL EDITORS

LENGTH: 344 words

February 3, 1995, Friday

Sc.v-.riON: Washington Dateline

1ST STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL f

Copyright 1995 PR Newswire Association,
PR Newswire

HEADLINE: STATEMENT BY DR. HENRY FOSTER, NOMINEE FOR U.S.

BODY:
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services issued the following 

statement by Dr. Henry Foster, nominee for U.S. Surgeon General: 
"My specialty in the practice of medicine is obstetrics/gynecology 

I have personally delivered more than 10,000 babies in nearly 30 years 
of practice including my service in the military. WASHINGTON, Feb. 3 

"In that period of almost three decades as a private practicing 
physician, I believed that I performed fewer than a dozen pregnancy 
terminations. None were in out-patient settings; all were in 
hospitals and were primarily to save the lives of the women or 
oecause the women had been the victims of rape or incest.

"I was also Chief of Service at two major teaching institutions 
where many physicians held hospital privileges. A wide variety of 
medical procedures and research was performed at both. To my knowledge 
all were in accordance with the law and educational requirements. '

"I have dedicated my life's work to improving access to medical care 
and improving quality of life for women and children, a passion rooted 
m my early years of practice in the rural South. I have placed 

-icular emphasis on prevention, especially in such areas as teen 
nancy, drug abuse and smoking cessation in children. In my work

* teenagers, abstinence has always been stressed as my first 
priority.

"Through my long affiliation with Planned Parenthood Federation o* 
Anerica, my personal goal has always been to provide education 
counseling, preventive health care and contraceptive access to'patients 
needing such services. If abortion is provided, my wish is that it be 
safe, legal and rare.

"I am proud of my affiliation with Planned Parenthood just as I am 
□f my affiliation with many other prestigious organizations such as the 
•larch of Dimes Foundation, the American Cancer Society, the YWCA a~d 
my church."

CONTACT: Avis Lavelle of the U.S. Department of Health and
202-690-7850
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Surgeon general 
pick controversial

President Clinton yesterday 
chose medical educator Henry W 
Foster Jr. to be surgeon general, a 
nomination that sparked contro­
versy when the White House con­
firmed that his medical practice ; 
included performing abortions

"His practice included a v-hole 
range of reproductive activities 
including abortion." a senior ad 
ministration official said last 
night.

The White House anticipates { 
pro-life protests against the ap- ; 
pointment. the official said, add- I 
mg that any questions about the j 
medical practice of the obstetri­
cian and gynecologist should wait 
for his Senate confirmation hear­
ings.UlgO.

In addition to his medical prac- I 
tice. Dr. Foster came under attack 
yesterday for having sponsored a 
program that distributes condoms 
to teen-agers

Even before Mr Clintjn an­
nounced his selection of :ne for- 

| mer Planned Parenthood board 
member, opposition group- negan 
mounting a campaign to icoerDi 
Foster. 61. as Elders Lite — a 
reference to former Surgeon Gen­
eral Joycelyn Elders She was j 
fired in December after say ing it 
might be a good idea to teach 
schoolchildren about masturba- j 
tion.

The Family Research Council, i 
headed by former Reagan aide , 
Gary Bauer, distributed doc­
uments claiming that E r Foster 
supported a Planned Parenthood 
spinoff group that advocates ex­
plaining masturbation to kinder­
gartners. discussing orgasm with 
12-year-olds. and teaching that ho­
mosexual and heterosexual family 
lifestyles are equal

A Planned Parenthood official 
said the group s board of directors, 
on which Dr Foster sei".ec from
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1978 to 1981. backed those policies 
advocated by the Sex Information 
and Education Council of the U.S. 
- Mr Clinton, who supports abor­
tion, asked that “thoughtful con­
servatives" give a fair hearing to 
his choice for surgeon general. 

“I thank him for his willingness 
to serve to try to make a difference 
in the health care of the people of 
this country, and especially to try 
to make a difference in the future 
of the people of this country," said 
Mr. Clinton

Dr. Foster, the former acting 
president and dean of Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville, 
Ttenn., said he would focus on cut­
ting the teen pregnancy rate, now 
at 2,800 a day.

“We have the highest teen preg­
nancy rate in the Western world — 
twice that of the nearest Western 
nation," he said at an Oval Office 
ceremony “Be assured, this is a 
problem that cuts across all socio­
economic strata There are, how­
ever, demonstrated ways that this 
problem can be mitigated."

Dr Foster has been on Planned 
Parenthood's advisory board since 
1981

Since 1989. he has served on the 
National Leadership Committee to 

| Keep Abortion Safe anct Legal — a 
Planned Parenthood subpanel that 

i includes former Rep. Bella Abzug, 
i TV producer Diane English, cel- 
| list Yo Yo Ma. and TV chef Julia 

Child as members, among others.
“Dr Foster appears to be El- 

I ders Lite' He may not have her 
I methods, but he has supported the 

same failed policies," said Mr. 
Bauer

Planned Parenthood spokes­
woman Mona Miller said Mr
Bauer's efforts are "really a 
smear"

The White House did not make 
Dr. Foster available for interviews, 
but a senior administration offi­
cial said: "This guy is solid We are 
an administration that believes 
abortion should be safe and rare 
His thing is abstinence."

The White House and the De­
partment of Health and Human 
Services, where the surgeon gen­
eral works, mounted their own 

■ campaign to win support for the 
: nominee, who has been scholar-in- 
i residence at the Association of

Academic Health Centers here 
! since July

Several officials noted that Dr
Foster was a "Points of Light' win- 

i ner during the Bush admimstra- 
i tion and is supported by several 
’ major medical groups and col­

leges
They also avoid noting Dr Fos­

ter's work with Planned Parent­
hood Neither Mr Clinton nor HHS 

: nor the Tennessee doctor's official 
• biography mentioned his 1' year

association itn the group
White House spokesman Mi­

chael McCurry said that question 
should be asked during nomina­
tion hearings now being scheduled 
before the Senate Labor and 
Human Resources Committee, 
chaired by Sen. Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum. Kansas Republican.

Mr McCurry also condemned 
efforts by conservatives to raise 
Dr Foster’s link to Planned Parent­
hood and that groups pro-choice 
policies. "It would be unfortunate 
if issues extraneous to the consid­
eration of a nominee to be surgeon 
general were raised," he said.

Mr Clinton highlighted Dr. Fos­
ter's efforts to curb teen-age preg­
nancy and the “I Have a Future 
Program" the doctor started in 
Nashville.

The program educates children 
in two public housing projects 
about “personal health, human 
sexuality, drug and alcohol abuse, 
homicide and violence reduction, 
and other factors which may place 
adolescents at risk," according to 
a program brochure

The program also advocated 
condom distribution to teens

T want Dr Foster to use what 
he's learned to help America at­
tack the epidemic of teen pregnan­
cies and unmarried pregnancies," 
said the president

Dr Foster said: "We must 
assure healthier starts for our 
children."

He also announced plans to fo­
cus on AIDS and smoking

While the president said there is 
"no national policy" on condom 
distribution, his administration a 
year ago introduced an S800.000 
condom advertising campaign.

At least two Republicans on the 
Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee raised con­
cerns about Dr Foster, who won 
the backing of freshman Sen Bill 
Frist, Tennessee Republican

Sens. Spencer Abraham of 
Michigan and Daniel R. Coats of 
Indiana said they are concerned 
about Dr Foster's program to dis­
tribute condoms and his associ­
ation with Planned Parenthood.

" It is one thing to be an advocate 
for a major anti-smoking cam­
paign It is quite another to be an 
advocate for an every child must 
have a condom' campaign," Mr 
Coats said

Pro-life groups have been call­
ing for the appointment of a can­
cer or heart surgeon as a replace­
ment for Dr Elders

While conservatives were rais­
ing questions about Dr. Foster, the 
liberals weighed in yesterday with 
objections of their own.

Steve Michael of ACT UP the 
AIDS activist group, said: "We 
"anted an eagle and Clinton gave 
us an ostrich with his head in the 
sand about HIX' and AIDS policv"
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President Clinton applauds his nominee for surgeon general, Dr Henry 
W. Foster Jr., during an Oval Office news conference yesterday.
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DR. HENRY W. FOSTER
Nominee for surgeon general

Bom: Sept 8. 1933___________________________________________
Education: BS. Morehouse College 1954. MD University of
Arkansas. 1958._____________________________________________
Experience: Medical officer. U.S Air Force. 1959-61; chief of
obstetrics-gynecology. John A Andrew Memorial Hospital. Tuskegee 
University, 1965-present; professor and chairman, deoartment of 
obstetrics and gynecology. Meharry Medical College. 1973-90. member 
ot the national board of directors of Planned Parenthood. 1978-81. 
member of the national advisory council of Planned Parenthood.
1981-95 dean of the School of Medicine and vice president tor health 
services at Meharry. 1990-93. acting president ol Meharry. 1993-94. 
health policy fellow. Association of Academic Health Centers
Washington. 1994-present____________________________________
Family: Wife, St Clair Two grown children a son and a daughter______
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'.'7ryFoster Says He Performed Abortions
i‘s

Revelation Prompts Effort to Rejeet Clinton Surgeon General Choice

i

By John F Harns
I

■»

women or because the women had l>een the victims of 
r.ijH' or incest "

the levelalion's |m>IiIi< il h.iurd liecame dear al 
ns. t in.tantly Senate Labor and Human Resources 
( ommittee Chairman Nancy Landon Kasscbaum (R
Kan ). whose panel will vote on the nomination, said 
she had been misled by Clinton admuustration officials 
about Foster's background regarding abortions, and 
callr-d his history "a potential damaging diversion . 
It s going to be a problem."

Kassebaum, who generally supports abortion 
rights, said she asked administration officials last Sat­
urday. after Foster’s likely nomination had been made 
known, whether he had performed abortions A cou-

8ee FOSTER, A8, CoL 5

» f..M s,rfl w™,, J-'f-qS'

l’r< Shicnt ( I.Ilion s surgeon general nominee 11< n 
rv I ostr t Jr s.ud yesterday that he has perhunu d 
abortions in firs Tennessee gynecology practice. 
pr.HiipCiiig antialiortxin activists to flood Capitol Hill 
With telephone calls urging senators not to confirm 
him

Alter initially saying Foster would not address the 
issue of whether he had performed abortions before 
his confirmation hearing, the Clinton administration 
released a statement from Foster acknowledging that 
in 30 years as a physician, “1 bebeved that I per­
formed fewer than a dozen pregnancy terminations." 
all of which "were primarily to save the lives of the

FT ».■

•r

UT //■
HENRY FOSTER )R.

... “fewer than a dozen ’’

r



Surgeon General Choice
Has Performed Abortions

I

I

I

Sui" enters David Brown and John 
S< ’:\artz contributed to this report.

FOSTER, Prom Al

pie of days later, she recalled, an ad­
ministration official told her that 
Foster had performed just one. Kas- 
sebaum expressed surprise yester­
day that the administration’s story 
has now changed.

“I can’t tell you how disappointed I 
am in the White House,” she said.

Health and Human Services De­
partment spokeswoman Avis La- 
Velle said, “There obviously was 
some misinformation conveyed, but 
there was no deliberate attempt to 
mislead.”

Calls to Kassebaum’s office start­
ed pounng in immediately after Fos­
ter made his announcement, and 
were running about 400 to 1 against 
his confirmation, according to the 
senator’s staff.

There was no mystery as to why: 
Antiabortion groups say they have 
been exhorting their members to 
make their feelings known, promptly 
and vociferously.

Concerned Women for Amenca, a 
group that claims 600,000 mem­
bers, began running on 100 Chns- 
tian-oriented radio stations condem­
nations of Foster's past practices 
and urging his defeat, spokeswoman 
Caia Mockaitis said.

“We don’t believe that an obstetn- 
cian-gynecologist who would take 
the life of his second patient —a 
pregnant mother’s unborn child- 
should become the nauon's physi­
cian.” Mockaitis said.

Some on Capitol Hill vigorously 
came to Foster's defense.

“The idea that performing a legal 
medical procedure could even possi­
bly disqualify Dr. Foster from serv­
ing as the surgeon general is an ab­
solute outrage,” Rep. Nita M. Lowey 
(D-N.Y.), co-chair of the Congres­
sional Women’s Caucus, said m a 
statement.

Foster, 61, who has served as 
dean and acting president of Mehar- 
ry Medical College in Nashville, has 
been active in Planned Parenthood 
and other groups seeking to encour­
age young people to avoid becoming 
pregnant out of wedlock. Speaking 
at the White House on Thursdav. he 
said he hopes to make this a theme 

of his tenure if he is confirmed as 
surgeon general.

The last surgeon general, Joyce- 
lyn Elders, was fired by Clinton after 
a long senes of impolitic statements 
that culminated in her saying that 
public schools should consider teach­
ing about masturbation.

White House press secretary Mi­
chael McCurry said Clinton remains 
supportive of Foster and was not 
worried about a lobbying campaign 
against him by antiabortion activists.

“Given Dr. Foster’s enormously 
impressive record in the area of re­
productive health and the work that 
he has done to counsel those teen­
agers who face pregnancy situations 
and the work he's done to discour­
age people from having births out of 
wedlock," McCurry said, “the presi­
dent was well satisfied that that re­
cord would stand up, even to those 
who might criticize him from that 
particular perspective."

Foster, in his statement, said that 
he has "personally delivered more 
than 10,000 babies.”

That a gynecologist of Foster’s 
age would have performed several 
abortions, even though that is not 
his specialty, is not unusual, medical 
experts said. Particularly in the 
years immediately after the Su­
preme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, 
abortion clinics were uncommon in 
many states, and pregnancy termi­
nations often were performed by 
ph. sicians whose specialty was gen­
era! gynecology.

The American College of Obste- 
tncaans and Gynecologists (ACOG) 
does not have statistics on how 
many practitioners of Foster’s age 
have performed abortions. However, 
the executive director of the organi­
zation. Ralph W. Hale, said he would 
guess that about half have.

Hale said an informal survey of 
ACOG members eight years ago re­
vealed that three-quarters approved 
of legal abortion, but only one-third 
were performing the procedure. 
Hale estimated that because of ethi­
cal objections, one-quarter of obstet- 
ncs and gynecology residents refuse 
to do abortions during their residen­
cies
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inRlon Times that his Nashville.
Tenn , practice included abortions, 
i ead

I h.ivc personally delivered outside his medical practice
j inslniiloi .it Mcharry Medical

PHONE 120.’) 63f, 3<XXI -* r-
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The letter was received grimly 
at the White House, which at 
tempted to avoid questions about 
the nomination and the confirma­
tion hearings to be held by the Sen­
ate Labor and Human Resources 
Committee

Sen Nancy Landon Kassebaum, 
Kansas Republican and commit­
tee chairman, criticized the White 
House for giving her misleading 
information about the number of 
abortions Di Idsiei had pel 
foi med

WASHINGTON, l).( .. SATURDAY. I I BRUARY 4, 1995 **

I lit «■ Ml

through the Department of Health "In that period of almost three 
and Human Services that "most" decades as a private practicing 
of his abortions were done to save physician. I believed that I per- 
the lives of women or because the formed fewer than a dozen preg- 
women had been rape victims He nancy terminations. None were in 
did not say how many abortions on outpatient settings; all were in 
demand he had conducted hospitals and were primarily to

His statement, which followed a save the lives of the women or be- 
disclosure yesterday in The Wash cause the women had been the vic­

tims of rape or incest"
It was not clear how many — if 

any abort inns he had performed 

; as an

The nomination of Dr Henry W 
Foster Jr. to be surgeon general 
was imperiled yesterday when he 
conceded he had performed "few 
er than a dozen" abortions after 
senators were told he had per 
formed only one "therapeutic" 
abortion

Several senators yesteiday 
■ aised doubts that Di lust..........
obsicii u i.m gym < iiloiiisi a ,11 l>, 
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Multiple abortions hurt nomination
Surgeon general pick contradicts White House claim he’d done only one
By Paul Bedard
THt WfcSHtNOTOK TIMtS
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has always been to 
provide education, 
counseling, preventive 
health care and
contraceptive access.”

— Dr Henry W Foster Jr

r. t House nad

! '

Christopher H Smith. New Jerses 
Republican and one of the leading 
pro life voices in Congress Here 
we have the highest health care 
professional in the land, and hes 
an abortionist who kills children 
This is part of a methodical assault 
on family values"

Cardinal James A. Hickey, the 
archbishop of Washington, took up 
the fight againt the nominee one 
critic labeled Elders Lite "

"It appears that Dr Henry Eos 
ter s views on matters of impor­
tance to the family are very simi­
lar to those ol his predecessor Dr 
Elders." he said This is disap 
pointing I had been hoping fur a 
change in direction, a change 
more reflective of the values of 
most Americans

White House spokesman Mi­
chael McC urn defended the pres­
ident's choice

"Given Dr k uster s enormously 
impressive record in the area ct

, -------------  . . . . sv... U..U nvo 3.1C

I nears today that many mere had 
| been performed some ostensibly

. - ■ ------ ".ad performed one
; therapeutic abortion, and now she

I not therapeutic .
Kassebaum spokesman Mike 

Horak added She is extremely 
disappointed in how the White 
House handled the nomination 
She places the blame directly on 
the White House"

Mrs Kassebaum has 
choice voting record

Sen Bill Frist, the freshman
GOP senator from Tennessee who 
was counted on by .Mr Clinton to 
help guide the Foster nomination 
to confirmation, retreated from 
his endorsement of Dr Foster 

"I know Hank Foster as a physi­
cian and friend and can speak only 
of his credibility as a doctor and 
integrity as an individual." the sen­
ator said late yesterday

Other committee members 
raised new concerns about Dr 
Foster, well-known for his Nash­
ville program I Have a Future, 
which seeks to reduce teen preg 
nancy through education and the 
distribution of condoms in two 
public housing projects 

"This nomination is highly, 
highly disturbing, and I strongly 
question why the president contin­
ues to make controversial appoint­
ments after the highly divisive 
tone of his last surgeon general's 
tenure, said Sen Dame! R Coats, 

j Indiana Republican
Mr Coats is expected to lead the 

| committee opposition to the nomi­
nation

Dr Foster. 61. a health policy fel­
low at the Washington-based Asso- 

1 ciation of Academic Health Cen­
ters. was nominated to replace Dr 
Joycelyn Elders, who was fired tn 
December after she advocated 
teaching schoolchildren about 
masturbation She has returned to 
her former job as an instructor in 
pediatrics at the University of Ar­
kansas School of Medicine in Lit­
tle Rock

On the House side, pro-life rep­
resentatives reacted strongly 

"This proves Bill Clinton is the 
II abortion president." said Rep 
i Christopher H Smith. New Jersey

W

kegee
In a statement that opponents I 

suid suggests he taught students to 1 
perform abortions Mr Foster 
wrote A wide variety of medical ' 
procedures and researches was 
performed at both To my know I 
edge, all were in accordance with 
the law and educational require 
ments
• Jo.cc K-ne ■ to this
’eport

V.’.

reproductive health and the work 
that he has done to counsel those 
teen agers who face pregnancy 
situations and the work he s done 
to discourage people from having 
births out of wedlock." he said, 
"the president was well satisfied 
that that record would stand up. 
even to those who might criticize 
him from that particular perspec­
tive"

Mr McCurry urged opposition 
groups to focus on the efforts by 
Dr Foster to reduce teen prep 
nancy "Abortion does not define i 
what this nomination is all about." I 
the spokesman said

In his letter. Dr Foster also re­
vealed his affiliation with the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, a l*-year relationship 
not mentioned in his official White 
House biography or by Mr Clinton ' 
at Thursdays Oval Office cere 
monv to nominate Dr Foster.

"1 (trough my long affiliation 1 
with Planned Pa:enthood Feder­
ation of America my personal ' 
goal has always been to provide 
education counseirig. preventive 
health care and contraceptive 
access to patients needing such 
services." he said If abortion is . 
provided, my wish is that it be safe, 
legal and rare

In recent years he has been a ... ..s-uxo uc naa ueen a , 
member of Planned Parenthood s * 1 
National Leadership Committee to | 
Keep Abortion Safe and Legal

Dr Foster noted his role as 
"chief of service at two teaching i 
institutions Meharry and Kis- I
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look beyond abortions
Research, management also scrutinized

ment of financially troubled
Meharry Medical College of Nash­
ville and his 17-year tie to Planned 
Parenthood would be probed in 
Senate hearings.

The White House conceded yes­
terday that it misled Senate lead­
ers last week when it said Dr. Fos­
ter performed just one abortion 
during his 30-year medical career 
Anti-abortion groups provided
Senate opponents documents that 
detail the gynecologist's record

The papers, supplied by the In­
ternational Foundation for Ge­
netic Research, commonly known 
as the Michael Fund, raised new 
concerns in the Senate about the 
credibility of Dr. Foster, 61, and 
the administration’s reports on his 
medical career. Republicans said 

For example, the group distrib­
uted an April 1981 Catholic News 
Service report that mentioned Dr 
Foster’s efforts to help the Upjohn 
Pharmaceutical Co. develop an 
abortion pill that he said women

By Paui Bedaro
THE WASHINGTON TIMES ~ )

Opposition to President Clin­
ton's nominee for surgeon general 
mounted yesterday over a 1978 
hearing transcript that raised 
questions about the number of 
abortions he has performed and a 
report he helped develop a "do-it- 
yourself” abortion pill.

As Catholic and anti-abortion 
groups stepped up their attacks on 
Dr Henry W Foster Jr., a Nash­
ville, Tenn . gynecologist and 
medical educator. Senate GOP 
leaders privately said the nomina­
tion is in jeopardy because the 
White House has provided con­
flicting stories about his medical 
background.

“There are some very troubling 
things concerning his nomina­
tion.” said Sen. Orrin Hatch, Utah 
Republican

Senate leaders said no member 
had expressed support for the 
black educator Aides to the lead­
ers also said the doctor's manage-

From page A1

could use at home
According to the article, Dr 

Foster, who at the time was chair­
man of Meharry’s department of 
obstetrics and gynecology, headed 
an Upjohn research team

An Upjohn spokesman sajd that i 
the drug, meant for use by women I 
who were up to five weeks preg­
nant, wasn’t produced. Joe Hey i 
wood added that the drug was ' 
never designed for use without ' 
medical supervision, as Dr. Foster 
claimed.

Also, the Michael Fund released I 
a partial transcript from a Nov 10
1978, Department of Health. Edu­
cation and Welfare hearing of the 
Ethics Advisory Board in Seattle 
in which Dr. Foster is quoted as 
saying; “I have done a lot of amnio­
centesis and therapeutic abor­
tions. probably 700"

Avis LaVelle, spokeswoman for 
the Department of Health and Hu­
man Services, said Dr. Foster de­
nies ever making that statement 
“I absolutely did not say that," Ms 
LaVelle quoted Dr. Foster as tell­
ing her

Mr. Clinton urged critics to wait 
for the hearings. “We re going to 
have hearings. It’s going to go for
ward," he told reporters in the j 
Oval Office. "If the facts are no 
different than I understand them 
to be, I don’t understand whv he d 
be in trouble.

"I'm going to fight for it." the 
president said, noting that the 
right to abortion “is the law of the 
land."

Under pressure from Republi 
can Senate critics and dozens of 
Catholic and anti-abortion groups 
Dr Foster released a statement 
last week in which he said he per 
formed “fewer than a dozen abor 
tions in his career

A day earlier, adminstration of 
ficials said he had performed onl) 
one abortion.

“First they said he didn t do 
abortions, then they said he did
one. then he says he did less than 
a dozen, now this What s going 
ont asked a key Republican Sen 
ate aide

Credibility has become the tor 
issue,"added an official in the Re 
publican leaderships office 
"Abortion isn't the only l5sue 
we re looking now into what he 
told the White House, his financial 
management at Meharry and mal 
practice,” said the official, who 
spoke on the condition of anon', m 

i ity. "This nomination is in wr. %e 
I nous trouble.”
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At the White House, spokesman 
Michael McCurry expressed con­
cern over the questions raised by 
Republicans about Dr Foster, a 
former acting president of Mehar- 
ry and director of the acclaimed "I 
Have a Future" program, which 
helps teach Nashville teens to 
avoid drugs, physical violence and 
pregnancy. It also encourages the 
distribution of condoms to teens.

“Sure, we are always concerned 
when people indicate opposition to 
such a highly qualified and re­
spected nominee. It would be un­
fortunate if they take the nomina­
tion of Dr. Foster and turn that into 
a litmus test on choice. But appar­
ently in some quarters on Capitol 
Hill there is a desire to do that," he 
said.

Mr. McCurry added that “Pres­
ident Clinton remains very firmly 
committed" to supporting Dr. Fos­
ter, named Thursday to replace 
Joycelyn Elders, who was fired for 
saying it was a good idea to teach 
schoolchildren about masturba­
tion.

At least one group came to Dr 
Foster's defense.

Kate Michelman, president of 
the National Abortion and Repro­
ductive Rights Action League, said 
at a news conference: "This is just 
another effort at intimidation by a 
radical minority that wants to 
deny American women their right 
to choose. This anti-choice McCar­
thyism is abhorrent and has abso­
lutely no place in our pluralistic 
democracy"

But Senate Republicans contin­
ued to raise concerns.

Senate Majority Leader Bob i 
Dole, Kansas Republican, said the 
nomination is in jeopardy.

Also. Sen Bill Frist, the Tennes­
see Republican who joined Dr 
Foster in Thursday's Oval Office 
nominating ceremony, announced 
he won’t decide how to vote until 
the Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee hearings are 
over. He had been expected to 
shepherd the nomination.

' While I would like to be able to 
support Dr Foster, I will not make j 
a decision on his nomination until 
complete information on his back­
ground, his proposals if confirmed 
and the administration’s plans for 
his role as surgeon general are 
made available." Mr Frist said in a 
prepared statement yesterday

An aide to a key Republican sen- * 
ator said if the nomination comes 
down to a debate about abortion, 
"the nomination will go forward. 
Many people feel the president 
should have his nomination unless ) 
there is some illegality or uneth- I 
ical behavior. That’s what we are j 
looking at."

Republicans are teaming up 
with pro-life groups to research 
Dr Foster's medical background 
before the nomination heanngs j
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n Friday, Dr. Henry Foster, President Clinton's 
nominee for surgeon general, released a state­
ment evidently intended to put to rest a brew­

ing controversy about abortions he has performed. 
Originally, Senate Repubhcans were told Dr. Foster 
had done only one abortion. But on Friday, Dr. Fbs­
ter owned up to having performed more. The state-

GEOFFREl H EDMRDS UeAm/ra Gf v-. 

RONALDS GODU1S luv Aes.ver.'
KEITH COOPERRJDER. Ciuef Finanaal On. <■' 

MICHAEL R M.AHR AAenu/nf Director

ment said, in pertinent part : "I have personally educational requirements.” Abortion, of course has 
delivered more than 10,000 babies in nearly 30years been legal for many years, and thus had Dr. Foster

The administration was saying late yesterday that 
‘’ i was misquoted in the 19"H 

transcript. Maybe he was But another interesting

In relation to the “fewer than a dozen” claim, Dr 
Fbster’s statement refers to his status “as a private 
practicing physician.” But the next paragraph points 
out that Dr. Fbster was Chief of Service at two teach­
ing hospitals, and “A wide variety of medical proce­
dures and research was performed at both. Tb my 
knowledge, all were in accordance with the law and

performed hundreds of abortions as chief of service 
— as opposed to acting in his capacity as a private

Notice, as well, that the language about “educa­
tional requirements” suggests that the doctor may 
have performed abortions in the course of teaching 
the procedure to students. If this is the case, strict-

i “^noX'aS^me mlgrS tie eZh

\ */

^ESLE^ PRLDEY i'i cY’.'c' 
JOSETTE SHI YER Va nap ng Editor

research was performed at both. Tb my knowledge,

al requirements.'

of practice including my service in the military
"In that period of almost three decades as a pri-  

None were in out-patient settings, all were in hospi­
tals and were primarily to save the lives of the 
women or because the women had been victims of 
rape or incest.

abortion claim, saving n was an honest mistake 1----------  .  lltau V1 a lC5caren
havpea iS a r Chnfit^S an£their team d0 NashviJJe for the Upjohn Pharmaceutical Compan") 

Of cr^fting statements that conducted experiments administering an abor
so as to hide, obfuscate and mislead. And facts non pill. Once again, this was not activity mdenL
unearthed since Friday suggest that Dr. Foster's en as a "private practicing physician” and sC-

STe."o,-?arS'i,1O“7aM§ e. s^yspealonsAdoesnleiM^Xltad^.
19.8 meenne,of the Health, Education and abortion limit. But in reality, a llmge number^ 

Welfare Department s Ethics Advisory Board, of abortions seems to have been involved
which he was a member, Dr. Foster offered an inter- The abortion pill research being conducted bv Dr 
estmg as!de_ In attempting to establish his profes- Fbster’s team appears to have been what is known

™TfiheS re/ardmg, fetal Procedures, Dr. Fbs- as "second phase” research That is, it was nm lab 
ter said. I have done a lot of amniocentesis and oratory development of the pill itself Instead it con 

. therapeutic abortions, probably near 700" Never sisted of giving the drug to pregnaS? womi^ ?<>
mind that Dr. Foster s 19/8 definition of a “there- induce abortion If the drug failed, iueems likelv that
peutic abortion is far broader than the definition he the protocol would have called for surgical abornons 

i gave inJus statement Friday: The "therapeutic abor- (Upjohn didn’t return calls yesterday)
I nons Dr. Foster was talking about in 1978 were not If Mr Clinton thought Dr. Foster's qualifications 

just those to protect the life of the mother, but rather, were so overwhelming that he could overlook the fan
•SKE.number ,,

therapeutic abortions Houcanth.sposstblysqutue be uniting to make that c^fo^nehUvuS 
with Dr Foster's statement from last Friday’ Easily, the service of creating a false impression list won t
it turns out cut it This nomination shouldn't go forward



\ j r I •

ixiveue said. ’I talked to 
Dr. Foster about this. He flatly and to

Amniocentesis and therapeutic

pros-

tJ^a d0“n..such Proc^urr-'

Comnurtee Chairman Nancy Landon

Surgeon General Pick
Gets Cautious Support
Foster Denies Allegation by Abortion Foes
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By Ann Devroy and John Schwarti 
_______Pot Sutf Wntert

President Clinton yesterday said he 
would stand behind his nominee for 
surgeon general, Tennessee physician 
Henry Foster Jr., if the doctor's asser­
tions of last week that he performed 
fewer than a dozen abortions are true. 

Clinton offered his conditional back­
ing of Foster as the administration dis­
missed as untrue an allegation by anti­
abortion groups that Foster has been 
heavily involved in abortion.

Foster, through a spokeswoman, 
flatly denied that. White House press 
secretary Michael McCurry said the 
president’s caution was based on a 
"weird” transcript of a 1978 meeting 
that suggests Foster performed many 
therapeutic abortions. McCurry said 
the president’s comments should not 
be construed as displaying anything 
but “full support,” and some congres­
sional Democrats and abortion rights 
organizations said they have been 
flooded with calls from around the 
country supporting Foster.

Clinton was asked in an Oval Office 
exchange with reporters whether he 
stands behind Foster, who has been 

I the subject of a furious lobbying cam- 
| paign by abortion foes since the presi- 
i dent announced last week his inten­

tion to nominate him for the surgeon 
general post. “If what he has done is 
what he has said he has done, I don’t 

j think that would disqualify him," Clin- 
‘ ton said.

He said he would fight for Foster “if 
the facts are as I understand them to 
be."

“We're going to have hearings. It’s 
going to go forward,” Clinton said. “If 
the facts are no different than I under­
stand them to be, I don't understand 
why he'd be in trouble.

Clinton noted that Foster had deliv­
ered 10,000 babies and “devoted his 
life to bringing babies into the world.* 
As for abortion, Clinton said, “It is af­
ter all the law of the land."

The newest issue is a transcript 
purporting to be of Foster statements 
dunng a meeting of an ethics advisory 
board to the then-Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. The 
transcript, circulated by two antiabor­
tion groups, quotes Foster as discuss­
ing a proposal for therapeutic abor- 

I tions and noting, “I have done a lot of 
5 amniocentesis and therapeutic abor­

tions, probably near 700."

tire statement is untrue." ” '
Amniocentesis and therapeutic__ or

induced—abortion are two different 
procedures. In amniocentesis, a doc­
tor inserts a needle into the uterus 
around the 15th week of pregnancy 
and draws out a sample of ammooc 
fluid. In some cases, women make the 
decision to have an abortion on the ba­
sis of information gained from testing 
of the fluid, such as the presence of a 
birth defect.

A method sometimes used for late- 
term abortions involves injecting sa­
line solution or hormones called 
taglandins to stimulate labor.

The transcript could not be inde­
pendently verified. White House and 
Health and Human Services officials 
said they were searching their own re­
cords to find the advisory meeting re- 
a>rds that the National Right to Ue 
Committee and the International 
Foundation for Genetic Research 
were circulating yesterday Adminis­
tration officials suggested the tran­
script could be mistaken, released ov 
of context or doctored.

But the allegation caused a new 
storm of protest by antiabortion 
groups and warnings from senaiors 
that they want a full vetting of the 
nominee and access to a full FBI back­
ground check—a process that taaes 
six to eight weeks—before going for­
ward with hearings on the nominabon 

The administration has been on the 
defensive over Foster since announc- 
mg his selection and declining to m; 
whether he had performed abortions 
A day later, Foster put out a formal 
statement saying he had performed 
fewer than a dozen such procedures 
senate Labor and Human Resource, 
Committee Chairman Nancv Landon 
Kassebaum (R-Kan ), whose' commit- 
'k6 toe nomination, sa.-d

i she had been told he had done 
' one abortion and she had been ~ 

by the White House



Conservative groups tried to capi-
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for him. “1 know Hank Foster -- - 
F ,.. ■" vn-
ly of his credibility as a doctor and in­
tegrity as an individual. I look forward 
to learning more about Dr. Foster's 
background and his plans as surgeon 
general," he said.

Officials last night said HHS offi­
cials had misunderstood Foster's an­
swer to a question on whether he had 
performed abortions and construed 
his answer to be one abortion, and 
passed that information along. The 
White House yesterday said it regret­
ted offering erroneous information, 
but one official not directly involved in 
the nomination raised questions about 
whether Foster had been thoroughly 
vetted as to the full facts of his career 
before the announcement.

A senior administration official said 
yesterday that the “confusion” over 
Foster’s history had caused “a lot of 
amdety in Congress" and in the admin­
istration. The official said that Clinton 
was “fully aware” when he announced 
Foster’s selection that he had per­
formed abortions and “it does not mat­
ter if it was one or many.... It is a le­
gal procedure.”

Foster received renewed support 
yesterday from the medical communi­
ty and from abortion rights organiza­
tions. William Andrews, president of 
the American College of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, said yesterday, “He’s 
a very worthwhile man who’s done a 
great deal of good," especially in the 
area of reducing unintended pregnan­
cies among teens through his “I Have 
a Future" foundation, which he found­
ed in 1988 and which was recognized 
by the Bush administration as one of 
the “Points of Light."

Andrews said “a majority of ob-gyns 
would have done that many or more" 
abortions in the course of a career, es­
pecially in the years before the prolif­
eration of relatively inexpensive abor­
tion clinics. Andrews said “it was 
considered in the past part of your re­
sponsibility to your patients unless 
you had moral or religious objections.” 
Recent polls of obstetricians and gy­
necologists show that about 15 per­
cent have strong objections to abor­
tion.

Judith M. DeSamo, president of the 
National Family Planning and Repro­
ductive Health Association, said that 
Foster’s years of work to prevent un­
intended teen pregnancy far out­
weighed the importance of any abor­
tions he may have performed. “All of a 
sudden for this to get focused on abor­
tion is a tragedy,” she said. “It’s a tiny, 
minor piece of his background.”

House for the nomination announce­
ment, reserved judgment on voting 
for him. “I know Hank Foster as a 
physrcian and friend and can speak on-

t^hze on the confusion at the White 
House. Ralph Reed, head of the Chris­
tian Coalition, criticized the White 
House for what he called “abysmally 
jx^rpitaff .WDriq m pupping tljq oqm'- 
mifiort without ascertaining Foster’s 
full record on the controversial abor­
tion issue.

“This nomination is being presented 
to a new confident conservative Re­
publican Congress and certain political 
realities accompany that change," 
Reed said. “I don’t believe this presi­
dent or this administration fully 
grasped that reality” putting together 
the nomination.

Senate Democrats said that their 
support for Foster was unchanged. 
Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.) said 
in a statement, “It is unthinkable to 
me that Dr. Foster would be kept 
from being the surgeon general be­
cause he performed legal medical pro­
cedures."

In the abortion rights community, 
the attacks on Foster sparked expres­
sions of outrage. Ann Lewis, vice 
president for public policy for Planned 
Parenthood, said yesterday that its of­
fices were “flooded with calls" from 
around the country supporting Foster. 
“The idea that a doctor with that kind 
of record would be somehow barred 
from holding public office is outra­
geous,” she said.

Republican senators said the mys­
terious transcript could seriously af­
fect the nomination. Sen. Don Nickles 
(Okla.), chairman of the Senate Re­
publican Policy Committee, said that if 
the transcript is correct, “I don’t think 
he s going to be confirmed, because 
he has a real credibility problem " 

Sen. William H. Frist (R-Tenn ) 
who accompanied Foster to the White



Group suggSts Foster performed many abortions
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By Mimi Hall and Judy Keen 
USA TODAY

Abortion rights opponents 
Monday escalated the battle 
over Henry Foster’s nomina­
tion as surgeon general, claim­
ing he once said he performed 
possibly hundreds of abortions, 
not "fewer than a dozen” as he 
said last week.

The White House says Fos­

ter flatly denies making a state­
ment attributed to him in a pa­
per distributed by the National 
Right to Life Committee

And President Clinton said 
he’d fight for the nominee as 
long as "the facts are as I un­
derstand them to be

The 1978 transcript includes 
part of testimony the group 
says Foster gave as a member 
of the Ethics Advisory Board of 

tion in no uncertain terms he 
has not performed 700 abor- 
dons or 700 amniocentesis."

The number doesn’t matter, 
says commentator Patrick Bu­
chanan "Even a part-time 
abortionist is, de facto, unquali­
fied to ascend the bully pulpit 
of surgeon general and lecture 
as a moral teacher." .

the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare.

In an apparent discussion of 
amniocentesis — a genetic test 
done during pregnancy — a 
"Dr. Foster" said, "1 have per­
formed many amniocentesis 
and therapeutic abortions, 
probably near 700 "

Late Monday, White House 
spokesman Mike McCurry said 
Foster "assures the administra­

‘•■ s'-
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Anti-Abortion Group Uses Transcript of 1978

Hearing to Attack Surgeon General Nominee
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fied as Dr. Foster and do not make 
clear whether the speaker was a 
member of the panel or a witness

Both Ms. LaVelle and the White 
House chief spokesman, Michael 
McCurry, acknowledged that Dr 
Foster was a member of the ethics 
advisory board from which the tran­
script was produced, and neither 
questioned that the document was 
part of the official record. But they 
said they were checking to see if Dr 
Foster attended the Nov. 10, 1978, 
hearing in Seattle. In any case, they 
said, he "flat outright denied" mak­
ing the statement.

"Since he is pretty adamant that 
he didn't do 700 therapeutic abor 
tions or amniocentesis, we are trying 
to figure out if this was a garbled 
transcript or what," Mr. McCurry 
said. "We're still trying to get more 
information on this transcript "

A therapeutic abortion is one 
loosely defined as considered neces­
sary by a doctor. An amniocentesis 
is a procedure by wh.ch doctor*

ing, “I have done a lot of amniocen­
tesis and therapeutic abortions, 
probably near 700 ” According to a 
notation at the top of the page, the 
transcript was of a meeting of the 
Ethics Advisory Board of the De­
partment of Health, Education and 
Welfare in Seattle on Nov. 10. 1978.

That panel was formed to re­
search whether Federal grants 
should be made available for re­
search on fetal tissue. Such research 
was ultimately approved.
“He flatly denies that this is a 

representation of his record tn this 
transcript," said Avis LaVelle, the 
spokeswoman. "The transcript does 
not indicate what Dr Foster this 
might be, but nowhere on that page 
does it say Dr. Henry Foster But we 
are researching to see just what the 
facts are."

The transcript appears to deal 
with a procedure for studying fetus­
es, as well as various techniques for 
inducing abonion. The comments 
are only those of the speaker identi­

groups
"It does suggesi (hai Dr Fostei 

has been far from candid." said 
Douglas Johnson, the legislative di­
rector of the National Right to Life 
Committee. “It certainly raises 
questions that some of the senators 
are going to want to follow up

Dr. Foster was nominated last 
Thursday to succeed Dr Joycelyn 
Elders, whom Mr Clinton dismissed 
as the nation's chief health officer on 
Dec. 9 of last year On Friday the 61 
year-old obstetrician said that dur­
ing his 30-year medical career, as a 
private practicing phvsician. ' he 
had delivered more than 10 000 ba­
bies, but had also performed some 
abortions.

Initially, the White House had tr/d 
Senator Nancy Landon Kassob.ium 
Republican of Kansas that Di Fo* 
ter had performed onlv one abort io" 
Ms. Kassebaum heads the ^enarn- 
committee that wii!
nomination

But in Friday's stair--

draw amniotic fluid during pregnan­
cy to determine a genetic disorder in 
a fetus.

Nowhere in the portion of the tran­
script that is in dispute does the 
speaker give a breakdown of how 
many of either procedure the doctor 
had performed.

The nomination of Dr. Foster as 
the nation's chief medical officer 
had already turned into a crucial 
political battle over the abortion is­
sue, and the disputed page of testi­
mony from 16 years ago could doom 
his chances for Senate confirmation 
and spell another embarrassing po­
litical defeat for Mr. Clinton.

As both sides in the abortion de­
bate began drumming up national 
support today for a fight over the 
nomination, the White House sought 
to avoid having it become a "litmus 
test" over the question of choice. 
Whatever slim chance of avoiding 
that disappeared with the latest rev­
elations made public by one of the 
country's most vocal anti-abort’.on 
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ByJERRYGRAY
Speciil toTbe New Yorti Time!

WASHINGTON, Feb. 6 - A partial 
transcript from a 1978 Federal hear­
ing made public today by an anti­
abortion group created new prob­
lems for the nomination of President 
Clinton’s choice for Surgeon Gen­
eral, suggesting he had performed 
many more abortions than he had 
acknowledged.

The nominee, Dr. Henry W. Foster 
Jr., vehemently denied through a 
spokeswoman that the transcript re­
vealed his record, which he accused 
anti-abortion forces of misrepresent­
ing But as controversy grew over 
the obstetrician and gynecologist 
from Tennessee, Mr. Clinton ap­
peared to soften in his support, tell­
ing reporters that he would back Dr. 
Foster "if the facts are as I under­
stand them to be.”

According to the one-page tran­
script released by the National Right 
to Life Committee, a speaker identi- 
fieo as Dr. Foster is quoted as say­
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He added

we-in hospitals and we: e pi ini.-;
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.r. -icats on pace B'--

tor said. "In •‘'at period a ■ 
three decide* is a private p,.. 
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to save the lives of the women 
because the women hao been -i 
victims of rape or incest

In the Senate, the majority lea 1- 
Bob Dole, Republican of Kansas 
other top Republicans warned do­
ing the weekend that the nomin - 
would face a difficult time on Capit ,. 
Hill Coder the immediate and - 
tense pressure front religious ,i:._ 

political group* iipp- -t
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Attack on 
nomination 
intensifies

► Clinton will fight. 1A

By Mimi Hall and Judy Keen 
USA TODAY

tests or abortions, the tran­
script raised concerns at the 
White House and eyebrows 
on Capitol Hill, where Foster 
needs Senate approval.

McCurry said Ginton knew 
before he announced the 
nomination that Foster, 61, 
had done abortions. Friday, 
Foster told the White House it 
was "fewer than a dozen.”

If Foster's nomination is 
derailed, it win be the latest 
in a senes of troubles Clinton 
has had with nominees and 

Cabinet members.
Foster, conser­

vative critics like 
to say, is "Elders 
Lite," a man with 
similar views to 
those of former 
surgeon general 
Joycelyn Elders, 
fired by Clinton in 
December after 
she said schools 
might consider 
teaching about 
masturbation.

Senate Majority
Leader Bob Dole and others 
said earlier that they’d hold a 
hear ng, probably in March. 
But Republicans are under 
pressure from conservatives 
to oppose the nomination.

The final vote will tell us 
more about the U.S Senate 
than it will about Dr. Foster, 
about whom we already 
know enough." said commen­
tator Patrick Buchanan.

To me. it’s sort of strange 
that people are attacking 
him, because he’s been 
preaching abstinence, which 
the nght-wing groups also are 
preaching," said William An­
drews, president of the Amer­
ican College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists.

'w 2-7?IS'

USA TODAY 

FOSTER: Document 
raises questions

Eager to sink Henry Fos­
ter’s nomination as surgeon 
general, conservatives Mon­
day issued a partial transcript 
seeming to contain an admis- 

i sion that he performed many 
more abortions than he has 
acknowledged.

j Foster denied the accusa­
tion, and the single page did 
not further identify “Dr. Fos- 

j ter,” letting his backers ques- 
! tion whether
| the statements 
[ attributed to 
} him are his.

But the tran- 
, script, which 
| White House 
| spokesman

Mike McCurry 
called "weird,” 

: raised another 
round of ques­
tions for an al­
ready troubled 
nomination.

Faxed to re­
porters and senators by the 
National Right to Life Com­
mittee and other groups 
against abortion, the testimo­
ny is given in 1978 by a “Dr. 
Foster,” who says he’d per­
formed up to 700 amniocente­
sis genetic tests and therapeu­
tic abortions. The groups 
wouldn’t supply the rest of 
the transcript

President Clinton knew 
Foster, a Nashville obstetri­
cian-gynecologist who devel­
oped a teen pregnancy pro­
gram that gave out condoms, 
would be controversial.

But the transcript is “di­
rectly at odds with what we 
have been told by the nomi­
nee,” McCurry said.

Despite Foster's denial that 
he ever performed that many
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Abortion Issue Surprised White House
I

Trouble for Surgeon General-Designate Reflects Lack of Preparation

When President Clinton settled on Tennessee physi­
cian Henry W. Foster Jr. as his nominee lor surgeon 
general, he thought he had a candidate with a “perfect 
profile,’ a man heavily involved in curbing teenage 
pregnancy who had delivered thousands o( babies and 
had even been cited as a hero by then-President 
George Bush.

But what Clinton and his aides did not fully debate is 

abortion, one of the most emotional issues in the country, 
and whether they were prepared for a battle over it.

Now the president, hobbled by incomplete informa­
tion on his nominee and embarrassed by erroneous in­

formation dispensed once and maybe twice about Fos­
ter, has been thrust into an unwelcome and uncomfort­
able political fight that shows no signs of abating.

Yesterday, Clinton repealed that he stands behind 
his nominee and will fight for him. But faced with a 
gush of allegations about Foster’s record, the White 
House put deputy chief of staff Erskine Bowles in 
charge of an emergency fact-gathering mission: sum­
moning Foster to the White House on Monday night to 
answer questions; dispatching aides to Tennessee to 
examine his record; and assigning a half-dozen aides to 
find out the facts that were not examined before Clin­
ton announced his intention to nominate Foster in an 
Oval Office ceremony last week.

See FOSTER, A12,CoL 1

By Ann Devroy 
PoX SUH Wrttr
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An administration official, only 
marginally involved in this nomina­
tion, called the White House ratio­
nale “incomprehensible." He added, 
“There are certain questions in the 
current political climate you check 
10 times and then 10 times more be­
cause of their resonance. The ques­
tion of whether he performed abor­
tions, under what circumstances, the 
public record in this area, you check 
them all so you can make an in­
formed judgment going in. We're 
saying here that we did not do the 
proper vetting again."

The first result of incomplete infor­
mation was to pass it along to Sen. 
Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R-Kan ), 
an abortion rights supporter who 
heads the committee Foster would 
face first in confirmation. Sources said 
HHS Secretary Donna E. Shalala, in a 
phone conversation with Kassebaum. 
gave the senator what all now say was 
the wrong information—that Foster 
had performed only one abortion—at 
a time the president and his senior 
aides knew Foster had done more 
than one abortion.

Kassebaum accused the White 
House of handing out wrong informa­
tion and thus turning Foster's nomina­
tion into an abortion fight nobody 
wanted. The White House, she said 
yesterday, has made the Foster nomi­
nation a “litmus test" on abortion. “1 
am not saying it should be; I'm saying 
it is," she said.

“Why do they keep going to nomi­
nees who have problems’" asked 
Majority Whip Trent Lott (R-Miss )

Clinton had hoped this winter to 
stick to his message of helping the 
middle class and to avoid fights that 
were not of his strategic choosing

White House officials insisted yes­
terday that Clinton would not with­
draw Foster’s nomination. “The presi­
dent does not feel that the number of 
abortions is a factor,” said McCurry, 
even though it was the administration 
that first offered that Foster had per­
formed fewer than a dozen abortions.

McCurry yesterday described Clin­
ton as being ready to oppose "those 
who would suggest that anything Dr 
Foster has done, which is certainly le­
gal and certainly within the bounds of 
medical ethics, ought to be made ille­
gal, and that ultimately is what those 
fighting this nomination are raising *

Staff writers Helen Dewar and Keim 
Menda contributed to this report

complete examination of the candi­
date’s background.

Interviews with a number of White 
House, HHS and congressional offi­
cials suggest that Foster’s selection, 
aimed to be noocontroversial after the 
stormy tenure of his predecessor, Joy- 
celyn Elders, began normally. Officials 
said Foster was recommended by Da­
vid Satcher, head of the Center for 
Communicable Diseases in Atlanta, 
and received glowing tributes from a 
variety of health professionals.

HHS officials, who compiled the 
original list of potential nominees for 
the White House and sent the list 
over in January, said the fact he had 
performed abortions was known but, 
as LaVelle put it, “It was such a mi­
nuscule part of his record.’

HHS officials said that the White 
House did “the serious vetting” and 
was m charge of any serious examina­
tion of Foster’s abortion background. 
“We answered the general question," 
McCurry said in defense of the opera­
tion there, “and now we are answering 
the specific question" of how many, 
what kind, under what circumstances 
abortions were performed.

Administration officials said yester­
day that Clinton's top aides did not be­
lieve abortion would turn into a big is­
sue because, as one put it, “the guy 
had a perfect profile, the Republicans 
don’t want a fight now over this, and 
we were lulled into thinking if we 
went forward with a perfect person 
for this post that we would not be 
caught up in a huge fight."

What was not added to the White 
House calculation was that even if 
congressional Republicans did not 
want a fight, antiabortion groups al­
ways do. A congressional Republican 
said yesterday that the antiabortion 
and religious conservative groups 
were “spoiling for a debate, salivat­
ing for a debate," but had agreed to 
forgo one while Republicans worked 
on their major concern, budget and 
economic issues in the "Contract 
With Amenca." The White House, 
the Republican said, “has given them 
the fight we did not."

_________ FOSTER, From Al_________

“The next time we utter a num­
ber” of abortions performed by Fos­
ter, said Avis LaVelle, spokeswoman 
for the Department of Health and 
Human Services, “it won’t be based 
on Dr. Foster’s recollection. It will 
be based on a thorough review of all 
the records so he is not vulnerable 
to these allegations.”

Some administration officials, and 
Clinton’s abortion rights allies, are 
perplexed and angered that he is now 
in the situation of arguing over how 
many abortions Foster has performed. 
They argue that having Foster issue a 
sUtement saying that he performed 
“less than a dozen” abortions, mostly 
in cases of rape, incest or to protect 
the health of the woman, plays into 
the hands of abortion foes.

“We should have said all medical 
procedures he performed were legal 
and ethical and left it at that," said one 
official. But White House press secre­
tary Michael McCurry said the Senate 
wanted to know the details so the ad­
ministration had no choice but to gath­
er them and make them public.

Yesterday, the National Coalition 
of Abortion Providers said in a state­
ment that Foster’s “equivocation and 
political cowardice in the face of crit­
icism for doing what is legal ... is 
inappropriate.” The group called for 
Foster to step down.

Rep. Louise M. Slaughter (D-N.Y.), 
one of a group of Democratic mem­
bers of Congress who called a news 
conference yesterday to support Fos­
ter. said it was “deplorable” that the 
administration had helped undercut 
Foster’s nomination by getting into a 
debate over how many and what kind 
of abortions he performed.

The Clinton administration has a 
history of troubled nominations, 
from two failed choices for attorney 
general to civil rights enforcement 
chief nominee Laru Guinier, to last 
year’s withdrawn nomination of Bob­
by Ray Inman to head the Defense 
Department. Many of the problems 
of those nominations were laid to in­
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Nominee for Surgeon General
Faces New Wave of Criticism

Of a Nominee -
Continued From Page Al

i

heve that they've been cleared up. 
and I certainly support him."

But Michael McCurry, the White 
House spokesman, said, "It's clear 
that there are questions arising on 
Capitol Hill about his medical prac­
tice and for that reason the adminis­
tration is now compiling an exhaus­
tive and complete analysis of that 
practice which we will be able to 
share with members of the Senate "

Dr. Foster has not commented di­
rectly on any of the controversies 
that have surrounded his nomination 
and he has declined to be inter­
viewed. That has left the field large­
ly to his opponents and there were 
signs today that they have been able 
to plant seeds of doubt in the minds 
of those who are inclined to support 
the nomination, including some mod­
erate Republicans who may hold the 
deciding votes.

"1 urge my colleagues in the Sen­
ate to withhold judgment on Dr. Hen­
ry Foster Jr. until we know all the 
facts,” said Senator Arlen Specter, a 
Republican from Pennsylvania.

But Mr. Specter, a candidate for 
the Republican Presidential nomina 
lion, said he was “very concerned 
about allegations that Dr Foster 
misrepresented his record "

"If the issue is veracity and char­
acter, that may be a basis for dis­
qualification," he said

Concerned that Mr. Clinton might 
be waffling in his support and per­
plexed by the near silence of Senate 
Democrats, a group of House Demo­
crats today began their own cam 
paign in support of Dr Foster

"The majority of Americans will 
not allow a narrow band of extremist 
special interest groups to derail Dr 
Foster's nomination," said Repre 
sentative Nita M Lowey, a Demo­
crat from New York and the co- 
chairwoman of the House Pro 
Choice Task Force. "We will not 
tolerate the harassment of doctors 
whether it occurs in front of clinics 
or on Capitol Hill."

A handful of Senate Democrats 
Barbara Boxer of California among 
them, have spoken out in support of 
Dr. Foster

Groups as varied as an association 
of medical school deans and me 
American Jewish Congress rushed 
to the nominee s defense But one 
group of abortion supporters. angr> 
with both the White House and Dr 
Foster, called for the nomination to 
be withdrawn, saying it was no long 
er appropriate

Democrats and Republican alike 
were predicting a troubled confir­
mation, particularly if the veracity 
of the candidate became an issue. 
Even some initial supporters were 
beginning to doubt his prospects.

"While I would like to be able to 
support Dr. Foster, I will not make a 
decision on his nomination until com­
plete information on his back­
ground" becomes available, said 
Senator Bill Frist, a Republican 
freshman from Tennessee who is a 
doctor and a friend of Dr Foster. Mr. 
Frist had initially applauded the 
choice of DR. Foster for the job.

Speaking of Dr. Foster’s pros­
pects. Senator John B Breaux, Dem­
ocrat of Louisiana, said "Rough 
seas. He's got a rocky road ahead of 
him."

The anti-abortion groups trying to 
block Dr Foster's Senate confirma­
tion released new documents show­
ing that Dr Foster had directed a 
study in the I980's to test drugs 
designed to let women induce their 
own abortions On Monday they re­
leased a transcript of a 1978 hearing 
at which Dr Foster was quoted as 
saying, "I have done a lot of amnio­
centesis and therapeutic abortions, 
probably near 700 "

The speaker did not give a break­
down of how many of either pro­
cedures had been performed. An am­
niocentesis rarely causes and abor­
tion.

But on Monday. Dr Foster denied 
making those comments and the 
White House stood by him Today the 
White House said it was aware of the 
abortion study and defended it as a 
research program that was ap­
proved by the Federal Drug Admin­
istration

But the anti-abortion groups' 
strategy appeared to have struck a 
political nerve and left the White 
House looking vulnerable as it first 
asserted that Dr Foster had per­
formed only one abortion, then said 
he had performed about a dozen, 
then declined to comment on num­
bers while it compiled a study of his 
medical practice

President Clinton, who said on 
Monday that he would continue to 
back Dr Foster "if the facts are as I 
understand them to be,” was more 
supportive today Asked about the 
varying reports of abortions Dr Fos­
ter had performed, he said "1 be- 

ByJERRYGRAY 
Special to The No* Yorn Timc<

WASHINGTON, Feb 7 - Presi­
dent Clinton's nominee for Surgeon 
General was dealt another blow to­
day as anti-abortion forces stepped 
up their assault on his record, saying 
he had participated in a study de­
signed to help women induce their 
own abortions.

Congressional Democrats com­
plained that the White House was not 
adequately defending Dr. Henry W 
Foster Jr., an obstetrician and gyne­
cologist from Tennessee, and even 
some of his supporters warned that 
his veracity was in doubt and his 
nomination could be in trouble.

Besieged by a debate over how 
many legal abortions Dr. Foster has 
performed tn a 30-year career in a 
field in which abortions are com­
mon, supporters argued that the de­
bate over numbers was a diversion­
ary tactic and should not be the test 
in choosing a nominee.

The White House, which had earli- 
- stressed Dr. Foster’s insistence 

he had performed fewer than a 
;n abortions, agreed that the bat- 

. pover numbers was a diversion­
ary tactic. "The Administration be­
lieves the number of pregnancy ter­
minations conducted by a highly 
qualified physician ought not to be a 
factor,” said Michael McCurry, the 
White House spokesman

The White House did not attempt 
today to offer any definitive count 
Nor did it try to clarify apparent 
contradictions between Dr. Foster's 
statements and documents suggest­
ing that he had performed far more 
abortions than he acknowledged.

Although the President and vari­
ous White House officials issued 
statements supporting Dr Foster,

Abortion Foes 
Attack Record



Foster abortion-pill work puts
confirmation in deeper doubt

see FOSTER, page Al2

mishandled a nomination in which 
they should have been sensitive to 
the issues that would be raised, 
said Sen. Nancy Landon Kasse 
baum, Kansas Republican and 
chairman of the Labor and Human 
Resources Committee, which will 
hold hearings next month on Dr 
Foster's nomination.

House Democrats and liberal 
groups, such as the National Abor 
tion and Reproductive Rights Ac­
tion League and the National 
Organization for Women, met to 
map a strategy to save the Foster 
nomination. A NARAL leader said 
at a private meeting of activists 
that actress Barbra Streisand had 
called Mr. Clinton to express sup 

and truthfulness are now in doubt.
Sen. Connie Mack. Florida Re­

publican, said more troublesome 
than the abortions Mr Foster per­
formed is the charge that the for­
mer Planned Parenthood board di­
rector may have lied about it. 
“That creates a problem for me 
because it raises the whole char­
acter issue," he said

“Unless some of these disturb­
ing questions can be answered sat­
isfactorily, his confirmation is in 
serious jeopardv." said Sen Dan 
Coats. Indiana Republican

"The White House has badly 

President Clinton's nominee for 
surgeon general. Dr. Henry W. 
Foster Jr., tells in a 1985 medical 
study how he and his research 
team induced abortions in 55 of 60 
patients, further discrediting his 
claim of performing "fewer than a 
dozen" abortions and creating new 
problems for the nomination on 
Capitol Hill

House and Senate Republicans, 
armed with news articles, a scien­
tific study on abortion authored by 
Dr. Foster and a transcript in 
which he reports doing "a lot of 
amniocentesis and therapeutic 
abortions — probably near 700," 
said that the doctor's credibility

By Paui Beaa'o 
the Washington times

Statements raise 
‘character issue'



FOSTER

• The White House and 111 IS 
backtracked from charges that 
the 1978 transcript statement re­
garding "probably near 700" am 
niocentesis and therapeutic abor 
tions was fake

Amniocentesis involves insert 
ing a hollow needle into the uterus 
of a pregnant woman and ex 
trading amniotic fluid to check 
for disease or genetic defects or to 
determine the sex of the fetus

The transcript was provided to 
The Washington Times along with 
a Federal Register notice for June 
18, 1978, noting that Hr Foster 
would testify in Seattle at a hear 
ing of the Ethics Advisory Board 
of the Department of Health, Edu­
cation and Welfare, the predeces­
sor to HHS

On Monday, Dr. Foster denied 
mentioning conducting up to 700 
abortions or amniocentesis proce­
dures. The White 1 louse suggested 
yesterday that Dr Foster wasn’t 
even at the hearing Spokesman 
Michael McCurry suggested that 
the transcript was a fraud

Late yesterday, Ms. LaVelle con­
ceded that the transcript was real, 
but she said Dr Foster was mis­
quoted. "The transcript says what 
it says,” she said Dr Foster "can't 
account for what's in the tran­
script. It could be an error. The 
transcript is absolutely wrong "

Eric Ueland, a spokesman for 
the Republican Policy Committee, 

From page A1

port for Dr Foster
Both Republicans and Demo 

crats said the administration’s 
changing stories on the number of 
abortions performed by Dr. Foster 
has made the issue key to the 
debate over his nomination

Mrs Kassebaum said there 
"should not be a litmus-test issue 
regarding Dr Foster, but whether 
the White 1 louse or myself or any­
one else believes it should be, it is ”

In addition to the numbers is­
sue, Senate Republican leaders 
said the nomination is faltering be­
cause of new evidence that Dr 
Foster was deeply involved in fetal 
research

Among the new developments:
• In the May 1985 issue of Ob­

stetrics & Gynecology, Dr Foster 
said a study team he headed 
worked on a "do it yourself" abor 
lion suppository that resulted in 
terminating the pregnancies of 55 
of 60 women tested In a Feb. 5, 
1981, Nashville Banner news story 
describing the ongoing study, Dr 
Foster said the medication had re- 
Milted in 75 abortions.

Avis I^iVelle, spokeswoman for 
the Department of Health and Hu­
man Services (HHS), which is be­
latedly looking into Dr Foster’s 
medical background, explained 
that Dr Foster was the study's ad­
ministrator and didn't actually 
handle the experiments himself 
Victor Zonana, an HHS spokes­
man, said Dr Foster "may have ad- 
ninistered some of the medica- 
ion.”

said of the transcript If it is a 
forgery, it rivals the Hitler dia­
ries”

• In the transcript, Dr Foster 
also discusses testing a fetus be­
fore the 13th week tor sickle cell 
anemia. " The struggle has been to 
try and be able to diagnose sickle 
cell . at a point at which thera 
peutic abortion could be offered." 
he said

• Dr. Foster asked others at the 
hearing for their views on the pos 
sibihty of doing "basic research” 
on fertilized eggs collected for in 
vitro fertilization that are not im­
planted in a woman's womb

Fora second day, Mr Clinton de­
fended Dr Foster Asked about the 
conflicting numbers of abortions, 
Mr Clinton said, "I believe they 
have been cleared up and 1 cer­
tainly support him ”

But Republican congressional 
leaders weren't accepting the 
White House or HHS explana­
tions. House Speaker Newt Ging­
rich, Georgia Republican, said, 
“The burden of proof has shifted 
from We ought to approve him be­
cause he seems like a good guy’ to 
‘He’d better prove the case or he’s 
not going to make it.' "

Rep John Boehner, Ohio Repub­
lican and chairman of the Repub­
lican Conference, said "Mr Pres­
ident, withdraw your nominee ^nd 
start anew. The Clinton adminis­

tration appears to have difficulty 
telling the whole truth when it 
comes to its nominees "

Mr McCurry said an FBI back 
ground check has been ordered

Meanwhile. Republican Senate 
staff aides are conducting their 
own investigation into the doctor's 
medical practice and his manage 
ment of the financially troubled 
Meharry Medical College in Nash 
ville. Rmn He was acting pres 
idem of the school in IW.land 1994 
and was head of the school's ob­
stetrics and gynecology depart 
ment from 1973 to 1990. the period 
during which he conducted the 
abortion pill tests

Liberal House Democrats lined 
up to slam the White House han­
dling of the nomination and 
charged that Dr Foster, who is 
black, was the victim of a modern- 
day lynching.

"He's having his character as­
sassinated without a trial,” said 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, Texas 
Democrat. “This is not the time for 
a 1995 lynching."

Liberal groups compared the 
fight for Dr. Foster's confirmation 
to President Reagan’s losing 1987 
battle for Supreme Court nominee 
Robert Bork

• Nancy Roman contributed to 
this report
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iwuiuy executive oirecior or a nitsourgn anti- p^^uigixinams, wrucn summate utenne contractions “a
abortion group known as the International Foundation ‘do-it-yourself abortion drug." It quoted Foster as saying

UiC mug io maiKet ana abandoned re- 
abortifacient drugs more than five years ago. It

formed. Amiuocentesis is a common test for diagnosing stllJ rTUrkets a few prostaglandins already approved for i
genetic problems in a fetus. In 1978, Foster and other re- LanetI°.f uses' including abortion. Upjohn spokesmai Joe
searchers were studying it and other methods in an effort Heywood bnstled at the notion that the company vould
to find an accurate way to diagnose sickle-cell anemia have marketed an at-home abortion kit, saying the drug
during pregnancy. Elsewhere m the transcript of the '?as 'J01 a ‘do-K-yourself.’ The nght-to-life people said

-- dllQ numan services aid a
longtime fnend of Foster s. to denounce the harsh attack

report.

during pregnancy. Elsewhere in the transcript of the 
ir-**’-j ” ' ■ ‘ 'T_____  _____
been to try and be able to diagnose sickle-cell.. ,*isease

uu uuxrvauon lecnmque, letoscopy, on pregnant women 
who were planning to have abortions. He was quoted as 

tic abortions, probably near 700." Foster has said 
through White House spokesmen that the quote must be 
incorrect since it in no way describes his career, 

r . 
from the statement how many abortions Foster

By John Schwartz
___________________________Wuhmfon PtMt Sufi Writer

Members of the antiabortion movement tend to have 
long memories—and excellent filing systems.

That’s why, soon after President Clinton announced 
that he would nominate Nashville gynecologist Henry W. 
Foster Jr. as his new surgeon general, reporters’ fax ma­
chines were spewing out 14-year-old clippings from the 
National Catholic News Service and 17-year-old tran­
scripts from federal ethics advisory panels. The resulting 
flurry of calls sent government officials and executives of 
a major drug company scurrying to find documents that 
none of them seemed to have known existed. The allega­
tions: that despite the administration’s statements that 
Foster had performed fewer than 12 abortions m his ca­
reer, he had actually been responsible for hundreds more 
in the course of his biomedical research.

Abortion Foes Find Old Files Useful
Clippings From 1981, Transcripts From 1978 Brandished Against Foster

be therapeutic. “It struck me at the time," she recalled 
“How could he say that?”

"Curing disease does not mean killing the pahent," En­
gel said. “If killing in general is a form of therapy,’ then 
every disease becomes ’curable.’ " The group is current­
ly battling the National Institutes of Health over pro­
posed guidelines for federal funding of research on hu­
man embryos.

The Foster nomination, intended by the Clinton ad­
ministration as an obve branch for conservatives who 
want teenagers to be taught about sexual abstinence, has 
instead become a blundering run into the decades-old 
minefield of abortion pobtics.

Engel also pulled out an Apnl 1981 story from the Na­
tional Cathobc News Service that cited Foster as head of 
a clinical trial then being conducted at Meharry Medical 
College of an abortion-inducing drug. The article called 

o . --------------- 11,6 a member of the family of hormones called
Kandy Engel, executive director of a Pittsburgh anti- prostaglandins, which stimulate utenne contractions "a

abortion group known as the International Foundation 'do-it-yourself abortion drug." It quoted Foster as saying
for Genetic Research/Michael Fund, said that as soon as eventually be obtained by prescription
she saw the picture of Foster standing next to CUnton in administered at home, 
her local newspaper, she thought that Foster’s name was Yesterday, the National Right to Life Committee was 
famihar. She turned to a pink, 400-page volume of the faxjnB other articles about the Meharry experiments
1978 proceedings of a Carter administration panel on P311 of a lar8er multicenter trial of the drug. “It's revolu-
biomedical ethics and found pages that she had under- fonary.” the Feb. 5. 1981, Nashville Banner quoted Fos- 
lined and starred heavily. ter as saying about the experimental treatment.

To Engel, one sentence jumped off the pages. Accord- T}ie Packet also included an article in the journal Obstet- 
ing to the transcript, panel member Foster was discuss- ncs & Gynecology cowritten by Foster on the prostagian-
ing a proposal from researchers who wanted to test a fe- researeh. It described a study conducted on 60 women 
tai observation technique, fetoscopy, on pregnant women 55 oi whom ended their pregnancies using the drug, 
who were planning to have abortions. He was quoted as Douglas Johnson, legislative director of the National 
saying, “I have done a lot of amniocentesis and therapeu- Rjght LL<e Committee, said, “This is not 'life of the 

mother,' rape and incest. This is routine abortion." 
Officials at Upjohn said that they did not have ready ac- 

 cess t0 uiformation on the drug trial. They said the coa-
Even if the transcript is correct, it is impossible to tell pany never br°ught the drug to market and abandoned re- 

“  ~ -per- on abortifacient drugs more than five years ago It

meeting, Foster is reported as saying, “The struggle has ot m thase days and wasn't true."
been to try and be able to diagnose sickle-cell... disease The Browing controversy surrounding the Fester 
at a point at which therapeutic abortion could be offered." oonnmation led Louis W. Sullivan, former secretary of

For Engel, the pairing of the words “therapeutic" and // Department of Health and Human Services aid a
“abortion" constituted a red flag, even though the term tonBtune fnend of Foster's, to denounce the harsh attack
“therapeutic abortion" is widely used in the medical com- °n 1 S P™150 , nonyoee. He called the nominations jro
mumty to designate an induced abortion. Although ge- CeSS barbar’c an<^ “not sort of thing that anv sane 
netic diseases such as Tay-Sachs have virtually disap- per5on wodd willingly expose himself to."

abortion, Engel rejected the idea that the practice could
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Nominee-directed
pill study resulted
in 59 abortions
HHS denies active role by Foster

ac-

•ac

lative director for the National 
Right to Life Committee said the 
medical journal proves Dr Foster 
"was directly responsible for at 
least 59 elective abortions, con-

abortion pill being tested in this 
• country Without prostaglandin. 

RC-486 is far less effective, stud­
ies have shown.

An Upjohn spokesman said the

■ MSI ^>7 eiecuve aoortions, con­
trary to his claims last Friday that 
he was involved in only a dozen 
abortions and that those were per­
formed either to save the life of the 
mother or in cases of rape or in­
cest.”

But Avis LaVelle, spokeswoman 
for the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the agency in 
which the surgeon general serves, 
said Dr Foster was ' just an admin­
istrator” in the abortion-pill re­
search

The research trials, conducted 
m rhe early 1980s. were financed 
by the pharmaceutical company 
Upjohn Two combinations of the 
hormone prostaglandin were ad­
ministered in a vaginal supposi­
tory

Prostaglandin, which triggers 
labor contractions, is used m con- 

| junction with RU-486. the French 

By Joyce Puce 
TUf TIMtS

• Paul Bedard contributed to this 
report

drug tested at Meharry was never 
produced for sale, although the re­
searchers concluded it was safe 
and effective.

The published research was one 
of several revelations Dr. Foster's 
opponents used yesterday as evi­
dence against his nomination.

They* noted statements attrib­
uted to Dr Foster in a November 
1978 meeting of the Department 
of Health. Education and Welfare's 
Ethics Advisory Board, of which 
he was a member.

According to a transcript of the 
meeting. Dr Foster said he had 
"done a lot of amniocentesis and 
therapeuoc abortions, probably 
near 700" He has denied making 
that statement.

The transcript also annbutes to 
Dr Foster a discussion on feto- 
scopy — a biopsy of a fetus — and 
a catheter used in the procedure.

It is quite acceptable" to leave 
the catheter in the womb after the 
fetoscope is removed, "in fact, that 
is one of the techniques we use for 
continuous prostaglandin infu­
sion." the transcript quotes him as 
saying

Judie Brown, president of the 
Amencan Life League, said Dr. 
Foster was discussing a process 
that kills fetuses.

Also in the transcript. Dr. Foster 
is quoted as saying: "We do amnio­
centesis to decide whether or not 
the pregnancy should continue 
and to provide a therapeutic abor­
tion In fact . I know much of that "

He cited research at other insti­
tutions to diagnose sickle-cel! ane­
mia in fetuses before the 13th 
week of pregnancy. "The struggle 
has been to try and be able to diag­
nose sickle cell . at a point at 
which therapeutic abortion could 
be offered," Dr. Foster said, 
cording to the transcript.

Dr Foster asked others at the 
meeting for their views on doing 
"basic research [on] fertilized 
eggs" — human embryos collected 
for in-vitro fertilization.

The Rev Richard McCormick, 
who was professor of Christian 
ethics at the Kennedy Institute for 
the Study of Reproduction and 
Bioethics, made it clear at the 
meeting he believed such research 
would be inappropriate

Mrs Brown called Dr. Foster 
"your worst nightmare come true 

a ghoul." She added that "all 
hell is going to break loose" if the 
administration proceeds with the 
nomination.

Dr Henry W Foster Jr led a re­
search team that used an expen­
mental drug to induce abortions in 
55 of 60 pregnant females, the 
nominee for surgeon general 
wrote in a medical journal in 1985

The researchers performed 
surgical abortions on four in 
whom the drug had failed. Dr. Fos­
ter wrote in the report, pubbshed 
in Obstetrics 8r Gynecology The 
60 females ranged in age from 15 
to 31.

“Eligible patients included 
those in good health who were vol­
untarily seeking pregnancy inter­
ruption and were no more than 
eight weeks pregnant." wrote Dr 
Foster, who was chairman of the 
department of obstetrics and gy­
necology at Meharry Medical Col­
lege in Nashville. Tbnn

Dr Foster s biography identifies 
him as the leader of the research, 
which the report said was con- 

I ducted to "evaluate the safety, effi­
cacy and patient acceptability of 
this mode of noninvasive early 
abortion."

| That and other revelations yes­
terday turned up the heat and the 

I volume in the debate over the 
obstetrician-gynecologist's nomi­
nation to be surgeon general

Douglas Johnson, federal legis-
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I the child at risk and away from 
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like rape and incest. A late-term

I f .  
is clear even to the most ardent 
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1.5 million abortions for conve­
nience each year that this society 
tolerates. •

In the February issue of First 
Things, Amherst College Profes­
sor Hadley Arkes is quoted as mak­
ing the following suggestion: Wher­
ever possible, legislatures should 
introduce laws outlawing third- 
trimester abortions (Roe vs. Wade 
permits states to regulate abortions 
m the third trimester.) Mr. Arkes’ 
point is not just to succeed — 
though, if enacted, such a law 
would bring to an end the 17,000 
third-trimester abortions that are 
performed each year in the United 
States. But Mr. Arkes thinks the 
debate over such a law would have 
a wonderfully clarifying effect. 

Pro-choice groups would almost 
i certainly oppose such legislation. 

But on what grounds? Invoking the 
right of privacy would ring pretty 
hollow when the subject is a 7-, 8- 
or 9-month-old fetus — a baby in 
every way Even if the continuation 
of the pregnancy presents a threat 
to the mother’s life, there is every 

i possibility that in the third 
I trimester the child can be born 

alive.
Would pro-choicers argue that 

■ no one can force a woman to carry 
a child she does not want? That 
argument, too, loses much of its 
power when the pregnancy is 

I already nearly complete. If the 
' mother has managed this long, why 

not ask her to hang in there for a 
couple more months? Is that such a 
burden, compared with the child’s 
right to life?

Nor can pro-choice types main­
tain that a woman cannot be unwill­
ingly saddled with a child to raise. 
If the mother does not want the 
baby after birth, the child can be 
placed for adoption immediately. 

The beauty of Mr. Arkes’ idea is 
that it would force the debate in the 

! direction it needs to go — toward 
the child at risk and away from 
bizarre and wrenching situations

fetus is very recognizably a baby, it
■_______________t

abornorust that this is more than “a 
clump of protoplasm"

Dr Foster will probably be con­
firmed But there is no question 
that he would have emerged on the j 
national scene with greater stature 
if probes of his past had revealed 
that he had declined to perform 
abortions. That is progress indeed.

I

I
I
I

i
i

ihe pro-life movement must 
measure its victories in 
nuances. Roe vs. Wade will 
not be overturned any time 

| soon. But there is movement in the 
culture.

The flap over the appointment of 
Dr. Henry- Foster Jr. is an example 
of the progress made. When it was 
revealed that Dr Foster had per­
formed abortions, some commen- , 
tators shrugged, saying, “What else 
can you expect? This is an admin­
istration wedded to the idea that I 
abortion is a solemn right. Why 
should we be surprised that an 
appointee shares that view?”

But that isn’t the point. The 
cheenng news is that having per­
formed abortions is now consid- ' 
ered to be a stain on a physician’s 
record. Even the White House was 
at pains to point out that Dr. Foster 
had delivered more than 10,000 j 
babies — and stressed (beyond the 
point of credibility in my judgment) 
that the few abortions Dr. Foster ■ 
did perform were all in cases of 
rape, incest or risk to tie mother. 

The White House also released 
an Orwellian statement saying Dr. 
Foster had “performed a full range 
of reproductive services.” What, 
exactly, is “reproductive" about 
abortion?

The more the pro-choice forces 
are required to retreat into 

1 euphemism, evasion and obfusca- ■ 
: bon, the stronger the pro-life move­

ment becomes. That the White 
House was embarrassed and defen­
sive is a sign of movement.

Pro-choicers would love to keep 
the focus of debate on the stray 
acts of violence at abortion clinics . 
That’s understandable. Only when 
they are being shot at can pro-abor- . 
tion forces hold the moral high ! 
ground.

While it is undeniably important 
for pro-lifers to distance them­
selves from the violent fringe — 
indeed, to condemn it unambigu­
ously — it is just as crucial to keep ' 
the focus of the abortion debate on I 
the act itself.

Pro-choice groups call them- ! 
selves “pro-choice” because they I 
cannot bring themselves to admit 
that they are pro-abortion. They 
have had terrific success, thanks to 
a sympathetic press, in keeping the , 
focus of discussion on the exceed- ! ’ 
ingly rare instances of rape and 
incest rather than on the roughly i I 

i
 I

I
Mona Charen is a nationally syn- ' 

dicated columnist.
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Acknowledging Its Errors, White House Goes to Bat for Foster

By Ajui Drvroy and John SchwarU 
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iMxui questaoamc about bn mrtfaal 
portxe over M yeirt. MrCurry

compirtely (alalofur lua awviKal 
Ractire* and nd Foam « pubhit, 

aoaarrnnt quevlum
hi Waihuifion. the abortion n<t>ti 

poupa held am coife-trncca, tasurd 
autemenia and rallied lot Fooler The 
Planned Parenthood Federal ton ot 
America brought 100 representatives 
from around the country Io Capitol 
Hill Io form what a called a "Fooler 
Truth Squad* Io counter aAegaliona 
by anliabortion groups.

"Doctor Foster re a caring, com­
passionate, common-sense phyucian 
who haa been working on public 
health problems (or decades," said 
Janet Lubow, who served with Foo­
ter on a regional Planned Parent­
hoodboard The group urged Ameri­
cans Io look at Foster's record m 
working to prevent unwanted teen­
age pregnancies through programs 
that encourage abstinence, staying 
m school and making smart choices

said a team was “putting together m 
formation* on Foster's career “that 
would help us understand and more

Mahael McCurry, 
White House ipokeanian

The MmkM Aboniou and Repro­
ductive Right! Acliou League an 

nounred that d had set iq> phone 
bank to encourage local activist 
groups around the country to voice 
then support lor Foster There has 
been a lot of attention given lo anti­
abortion voices in this," said lhe 
group's president. Kale Mrhelman 
The right wing is using this nomina­
tion to make abortion unavailable* 
and dangerous. She said that the at­
tack on Foster was part of a broader 
attempt to "demonite* physicians 
who periorm abortions.

Sen. Arlen Specter (Pa). one of 
the few congressional Republicans 
who supports abortion rights, spoke 
at lhe Plaiuied Parenthood rally lo 
express qualiiied support lor Foster, 
saying tlut while he was concerned 
Foster misrepresented his record, 
the fact of his having performed 
abortions should not disqualify him

nil E

_ d/TV 1
NENRV W. FOSTER IR. 
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Wo one 
say that we served 
the president and 
the nominee as best 
we could. Wi should 
have done a better 
job”

After lunceduig mistakes ■ han­
dling the nomination of Tenoessee 
phyiKun Henry W. Foster Jr. to be 
gpi geon general, the White House 
went on lhe offensive yesterday, 
m liedulmg Foster for tekevisaoti ap- 
prarances to defend hmueU and of- 
fyring him unequivocal backing.

AboitKMi rights advocates also be­
gan an offensive after days n which 
abortion foes distributed Poster's 
pi km statements and transcripts in- 
du atuig he performed many more 
abortions than the fewer than a doa- 
en he recently has slated. Abortion 
nghls groups accused Foster oppo­
nents of demoninng doctors who 
perform legal medical procedures 
and of unfauly attacking Foster. 
, President Clinton strongly defend­
’d his announced nominee. "He is a 
paid man who has debvered thou- 
lands of babies and devoted his life1 

o trying to prevent the kind of prob- 
ems that he is now being cnticued 
oi I believe he should be confumod 
lid I believe be will." |

Foster has not made public ap- 
varuses amce Chnloo last week 
nmounced lua intention to nominate 
-lister and lhe decision quickly ex- 
dided in controversy over the issue 
if abortion. As a ohstetncian-gyne- 
ologist, Foster performed what he 

laid were fewer than a doaen abor- 
inns ui a career that includes debv- 
•ruig thousands of babies and in- 
lolvement m teenage pregnancy 
irevention and in Planned Parent 
rood programs

was one of siterpretation and the 
Whne House had not probed further 
into Inlormatun Foster provided 
McCurry said yesterday that much 
<d the confbctmg mformation about 
Foster's medical practice had oc­
curred because the White House 
"speaks the language of politics and 
policy, and Doctor Foster speaks the 
language of his profession, medi­
cine.*

On the drug tests, an official said 
Foster did not see drug testing as 
biting into the question of whether 
be had performed abortiona. On the 
question of the 700 procedures, the 
White House is adhering to its origi­
nal statement that it must be an er­
ror m transcription or in identifying 
the speakers because Foster flatly 
denies he performed 700 procedures 
and does not recall having said so.

Foster was brought to the White 
House again Wednesday for addi- 

But trarucivts and other mfornu- 
MXI distributed by his Im s indsaled 
■osier once said m a 1976 hearing 
ry a government board. "I have done 
> lot of animocentesu and therapeu- 
k abortions, probably near 700* 
in opponents also said Foster <h- 
ected a Meharry Medical College 
hrucal test of an abortiorHnduoag 
hug In an article he co-wrote, Pos­
er described the test n which bS 
vomen ended their pregnanaea us- 
ng the drug

White House press secretary Me 
hael McCurry offered a public mea 
rulpa in lhe unraveling of the Foster 
xinuaation. 1 think the point of it is 
hat there's no one on staff who 
vould say that we served lhe prese 
lenl and the nominee as best we 
xwld. We should have done a better 
ob." he said. 'And we're now looking ( 
orward and getting everything pre- 
>ared for what we know will be a 
lard tight, but we believe will be a 
rery successful and effective fight on 
ichalf of lhe nominee "

White House official* yesterday 
misled that Foster had not misled 
he adnuiu^ralwo beftqsy .ljte issue 



Pro_li^rs h°Pe to ^luas11 Foster just as foes did to Bork

hoiters uolessfwxl in 19B7 to de 
'•I Supreme Court nominee Rob^

pilot sex educalion and condom

•nd Democrats have said the

• r of atiortion as a political tool 
al they hone will kill th*

^lehThri",!’^rt.^,2^ f*'" “V X'"“d ■nak.n.

I

pssxssaiB
•**“ t>on

performed 700 abortions The 
truups made the studies and Iran 
script available to reporters Dr 

J the 
statement contained in the Iran 
•cnpi

<ew c -sa

“W*wer.
menis the nominee and the White
House have made about his back 
around and position on abortion

As quickly as they uncover ma 
tenal they see as helpful to their 
cause, the groups have shared it 
with the media, other pro life or 
asmutions and members of the 
S5™*e wh,ch *• responsible for
aXea! • There's been .“feTrf ££7,”

U- ■ ■■ 1
"rn'i

Other groups, such as the Na 
lional Right to Ijfe Committee and 
the International Foundation for 
Genetic Research, commonly 
known as the Michael Idnd. are 
spending their time researching

the nation's second black surgeon 
general Dr Joycelyn Elders, who

ly .l<iy< 0 Prico 
•«

Pro lifers are showing the same 
Kililical fury in fighting the nomi­
nation of Dr Henry W Foster Jr. 
s surgeon general that pro-

White House biography of him 
Yesterday, Planned Parenthood

One group, lhe Family Re­
search Council, headed by Gary 
Bauer, who was domestic policy 
adviser in the Reagan administra­
tion. was ready with ammunition

*•’ ^red •*> December, waa lhe

Planned Parenthood billed the 
news conference as an attempt to 
"set lhe record straight* about Dr 
Foster, whose nomination has been 
damaged by pro-hfe and pro^

••"ne. 
--------- ---- ——

Foster has performed has made 
that lhe key issue in the debate

against Dr Foater even before i___ ;
President Clinton publicly idenli- first, 
fled him as his choice The FRC 
documented Dr Fosters long, 
close and high-level involvement 
with lhe Planned Parenthood Fedrnlor™^ "XT *"““5 damaged by pro-id

uudie, .nd newsiJX •nd fnulyorg.mr.tmn.

nomination next month
Joel Bacon, a spokesman for 

Mrs Kaasebaum. said her office 
has received hundreds of phone 
calls in the past few days They've 
been preity much evenly divided 
between opponents and support­
ers of Dr Foater." he aaid

The airategies prolifers are 
using against lhe Foater nomiu-

gaok nomination of Dr C Emreit 
Koop aa surgeon general

Abortion was the key issue hs

« THUX.^Y, mBRUAKY 9. 1995 I flUiK All

Ur rosier. 61. it bUck And pro- tnd. particularly, Hi pro choice 
±HC.e" -!* fh-Ttnan. Nancy Landon Kas«

cause that panel wdl hoid^confir 

mat ion hearings on the h osier

modern-day lynching
Many gloups opposing Dr Foe-

Bork opponents attributed at 
least part of their success to lhe 
“rkaarkmr- Irail" _a.___ .•
, • - —wwe saws aagv
judge left in hi, writing, and rul­
ings

rt Hoik
And just as pm choicer, did 

hen they derailed the Bork norm- 
"lion, pro Iders ate using the is- 
ie id alMirtion as a political tool 
'»t they hope will kill the Foaier 
HtlllialKNI

Weie doing phone banking 
nt » focusing on members of lhe 
■nate labor and Human Re- 
one. Committee . Over the 
urse of two days, we're able to 
-ike Jtl.uoo calls." said Marshall 
■ Itmann, legislative affairs di 

mr for l>.i Robertson's I g 
........ member Christian Coali 
m. one of many pro life 
o family groups actively trymg 
block Di hosier's nomination

therapeutic abortion; hi, own later 
admission he had performed about 

including some 
. _. ... ‘..j

private practice a, an obstetrt 
. -—“— — —------- wr>.»»«vViBi.aiiuapuoilsned

^7d.r i 1^27Ch7Cer* ,b“r m5dlt*1 research study he led in
... *”  -------- --  — v....rWu ,.M, liav ncy issue in me ocpaie g * —«_V— wiuclt »■ r« peri menial orug in

fberalpro " ^ed abort am, in S5 women

On Tuesday, a variety of prt> life 
groups and consultants for such 
groups had coptes of th. remarch 
study aa wutl as lhe tranaenpt of a

x,c' -—• *** ****

Prolifers are making similar 
use of Dr Foster s paper trail 
They challenge his credibility, cit­
ing an initial White House claim 
that he had performed only one 
therapeutic abortion; his own later 
admission he had performed about

I?!?.1 Jr"-"0" '^•P^bc'iirhte 

nonare reminiscent of those em ' man gyneert^ut. Irt a'publuh^ 

mcccful HMf campa^n^^ ^.0 Wpinn^X d^m"

c»m.ce.dvnc.i;r.1n7b.,= .^ «“

black leaders, wwnen's grs
and prochoice members of

Dr Foster. 61. is Mack And pro



>iz" ! ■ rT' S

Foster offers
new count ofI

More senators urge withdrawal

1

I
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I

fifth accounting of the number of 
abortions lie has performed — 39

The statement, in an interview 
hi ABC TV's ‘Nighthne." came

Dr Henry W Foster Jr. Pres­
ident Clinton's nominee for stir- 

j eeon general, last night gave a

By Pau' Beoara 
WASHINGTON ’'MgS

'■>ie she decides how to cast her • 
.<ar

sen Arlen Specter Pennsylva- I 
mu Republican, said Dr Foster ' 

-hould not be disqualified for per I 
'aiming ,1 legal medical proce- 
dote tsu' reflecting similar sen- !

■ a

j

I

I
I

gested that the White House never 
asked for a full accounting of the 
abortions he performed during his 
3" year career, but he said he has 
spent the past few davs going over 
his files

Records dating back to 1973 
have revealed that I was listed as 

the physician of record on 39 of 
those cases. " he said, but he did not 
discuss his abortion record from | 
the 1960s

"It's more than a bungled nomi­
nation Dr Foster has serious 
credibility problems."" Mr Nickles 
said

He said the Tennessee doctor 
and educator has tried to "mislead 
< ongress and the American peo-

( »

i hours after Sen Don Nickles ot 
i Oklahoma, the influential chair 

man of the Senate Republican 
Uunierence, urged Mr Clinton to

i withdraw the nomination
The president should with 

draw the nomination or Dr Foster 
; should withdraw his name." Mr 

Nickles said
The new accounting was the 

ifth number that either Dr Foster 
;he White House has given 

ihe number of abortions he has 
performed They have ranged 
:' uni one. to 'tewer than a dozen 
■ ' 55 to about '00. and now to 
''v tiat< a s w h- - must v ote accuse tin 
'Ahite Hou'e of fumbling the 
nomination by offering these 

■ ildly varving numbers
In the hastily arranged Night 

line mterv lew. the Tennessee doe 
tor said from the White Houses

his abortions

<■ ongress and the American peo- I 
pie" about his record on abortion * 1

Sen Orrin Hatch. Utah Repub­
lican. also questioned certain 1 
statements by Dr Foster "It does 
not appear mat he has been can­
did " he said

The White House has badlv 
'"''handled the nomination." said 
s» :i • Nancv I^andon Kassebaum. 
Kansas Republican and chairman 
■'t 'he Labor and Human Re- 
'"utces Committee, which would 
'1'ild the Foster confirmation hear­
ings

Mie will wait for further infor­
mation from the White House be-

' Roosevelt Room that he also over 
i saw a study on an abortion drug 
i that led to another 55 abortions 

but he emphasized that he wasni 
responsible for those because col 
lege students did the work

Those were not patients I 
knew." he sail! of the 55 women 
involved in the studv "Thev 
•■.eren't mv private patients '

The 61-vearold nominee sug
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f'lls repcrt
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and the nominee as best we could 
v mOu1J ,hjve done a better job. '
Mr McCurry said

It s sood common sense that we 
need :<» J.. d better inh anH t »

------ • .M k W V. 
~ a setter job. and I don t 

.hink anvone would sav we've done 
the best job we could in this

sition' It s |-_ 
do this, he said

From page A1

timent on Capitol Hill, he said he
questions the candor of the doctor
and the White House about his rec­
ord

Republicans and Democrats ex­
pressed dismay yesterday over the
changing recollections by Dr. Fos­
ter and the White House about how
many abortions he performed in
his 37 years as a gynecologist in

private practice in Nashville and
as a teacher at Meharry Medical
Center in Nashville and at Tbs-
kegee University in Alabama.

Sen. John B Breaux, Louisiana
Democrat, said the nomination
faces rough going in the Senate
"He’s got a rocky road ahead of
him."

The prospect of having to re­
cord a vote linked to abortion was
viewed w-ith dread by many sen­
ators.

j "They would be well advised to

I find someone everybody could live
| with,"said Sen. Phil Gramm. Texas
i Republican. "There are thousands
! of doctors." ---------------
, Across the aisle, Sen. Joseph R conllicting stories, the White 
I Biden Jr, Delaware Demnrrar p-'- —
I said "They should have taken the ,he background che’c’k"noVmaiJy 
| finest doctor they could find in the vompleted^ before nominees are 
I country, someone near retirement .........
. without any controversy Its
, not like this is the onlv doctor in
I the world ”

Dr Foster, a former member of
' the board of Planned Parenthood
I m Nashville, tried to use the
' "Nightline" interview to clear his
I name and his view of abortion

"I abhor abortion I abhor war
i To me, abortion is failure I don t

added. "Now my credibility ”s'at
stake, and I have to do something
about it "

Sen Connie Mack. Florida Re
publican, expressed disbelief that
the White House continues to have cumstance

| problems choosing successful . .Vuncv Roman contributed m 
I nominees for high government po - contributed to

j like failure," he said. Dr Foster 
added. "Now my credibility is at

incredible now thev

V.hen Dr Foster's nomination 

ar,nounced last Thursday, 
white House officials avoided the 
abortion issue, erasing from his 
official biography his 17-year tie to 
Planned Parenthood

What's more, the White House 
initially reported Dr Foster had 
been involved in only one surgical 
abortion in his long career Dr Fos­
ter later changed the estimate to 
“fewer than a dozen" Most, he 
said, were performed in cases of 
incest or to protect the mother’s 
own health

Anti-abortion groups uncovered 
a 1985 medical journal article in 
which Dr Foster writes of testing 
a drug that induced abortions in 55 
of 60 women. They also released a 
1978 transcript of a Department of 
Health. Education and Welfare 
hearing in which he discusses con­
ducting nearly '00 abortions and 
amniocentesis procedures, a test 
of the fetus for genetic defects, 
which can also detect the sex of 
the child

Asa result of the damaging and

House has assembled a team to do

completed before
announced

White House spokesman Mi­
chael McCurry conceded that the 
usual background checking sys­
tem broke down in the case of Dr 
Foster

1 think the point of it all is that 
there s no one on staff who would 
sav that we served the president
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U.S. Defends Choice of Foster 
As It Copes With New Attack

ate majority leader. Bob Dole of 
Kansas, who had adopted a wait-and- 
see attitude about Dr Foster's pros­
pects, were under intense pressure 
from Mr. Gramm and others to take 
a harsher stance

"This was basically the extreme 
right wing of the nght-to-life move­
ment hijacking the Republican Par­
ty,” one senior White House official 
said today. Indeed, the White House 
tried today to turn its initial trepida­
tion about the abortion issue on its 
head, with the same top officials who 
once sought to play down the issue 
predicting, on condition of anonym­
ity, that it could end up helping Dr. 
Foster by driving a wedge between 
Republicans.

The officials pointed to two devel­
opments: Mr. Gramm's acknowl­
edgment today that the National Re­
publican Senatorial Committee, 
which he headed, donated $175,000 to 
an anti-abortion group in last fall's 
elections, and the vow on Friday by 
Ralph Reed, executive director of 
Christian Coalition, to withhold the 
group’s endorsement from any Re­
publican Presidential ticket on 
which either candidate favored abor­
tion rights.

While the nomination of Dr Foster 
dominated the television news pro­
grams, The Associated Press repon- 
ed that he attended church at home 
in Nashville today and asked the 
congregation to pray for him The 
sermon by the Rev. Sherman Tribble 
at First Baptist Church deplored 
"the high-tech lynching” of public 
servants.

Panetta said. “1 mean, that’s essen­
tially what they’re saying. They’re 
basically saying, 'God, why do I have 
to face this kind of controversial 
issue?' Because it is a controversial 
issue. Because dealing with teen-age 
pregnancies is a controversial issue. 
Because dealing with doctors that 
have to confront those issues is con­
troversial. So what? That’s what the 
name of the game is all about.”

But Senator Phil Gramm, Republi­
can of Texas, an abortion opponent 
who is seeking his party's Presiden­
tial nomination in 1996, predicted 
that Dr. Foster could not win Senate 
confirmation and said that he was 
too controversial to succeed Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders, who was dismissed 
by Mr. Clinton in December after a 
string of outspoken statements on 
sexual issues.
”1 think that there’s too much dis­

pute about his record,” Mr. Gramm 
said on the ABC News program 
"This Week." "1 think that in the 
wake of Dr. Elders that it's been too 
divisive a position, and 1 think people 
are ready for a Dr. Welby, M.D., who 
can work with every element of 
American society.”

Mr. Panetta insisted that the focus 
should not be on how many abortions 
or other procedures Dr. Foster had 
performed, or on the White House's 
acknowledged mistakes in vetting 
him and explaining his record, but on 
his overall career as an obstetrician 
and gynecologist who sought to pre­
vent teen-age pregnancy by counsel­
ing abstinence.

“This isn't a vote about White 
House process, this is a vote about 
the qualifications of this Surgeon 
Genera,” he said.

The White House chose Dr. Foster, 
the acting director of Meharry Medi­
cal College in Nashville, precisely 
because it hoped that background 
would enable him to lead a nation­
wide crusade against teen-age preg­
nancy.

But at the same lime, the Adminis­
tration today appeared eager to en­
gage the Republicans in an open 
fight over abortion rights, a debate it 
had seemed intent on avoiding by 
initially focusing on the relatively 
small number of abortions Dr. Fos-- 
ter said he had performed and by 
emphasizing that he had performed 
them mostly in cases of rape or 
incest or to save the life of the worn-

io the

the end of last"wwk 

arguing 
- ------  nothing

wrong and ponraymg his opponents 
as extremists.

By that point, the Administration 
was under sharp criticism not only 
from abortion opponents but also 
from some a bon ion rights support­
ers, who faulted Dr. Foster for lack 
of candor and Mr. Clinton for seem­
ing to waffle in his suppon for a 
Procedure that has been constitu­
tionally protected since 1973 At the 
same time. Republicans like the Sen-

"It’s a debate about abortion ” the 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Donna E. Shalala, said to­
day, also speaking on "This Week."

This is about a woman’s right to 
have an abortion in this country, to 
make the most private of decisions." 

Dr. Shalala acknowledged that an 
initial misstatement by the Adminis­
tration to Senator Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum. a Kansas Republican, 
that Dr. Foster had performed only 
a single abortion had damaged the 
credibility of the nominee and the 
White House. Mr. Panetta attributed 
that mixup in part to allowing Dr 
Shalala’s depanment, not the White 
House, to conduct the initial back­
ground check. "That shouldn't hap­
pen,” he said.

Dr. Foster himself first said he 
had performed fewer than a dozen 
abortions. He amended that last 
week to say that he had been the 
doctor of record on 39 abortions 
since going to Meharry in 1973 and 
had supervised a drug trial of a 
yfogAinal suPPosltory m the early 
1980's in which 55 more women end­
ed pregnancies. An article by Dr 
Foster on the study released by the 
White House this weekend showed 
that the suppository alone ended 
pregnancy m 55 of the 60 women to 
whom it was g)ven, while 4 others 
underwent suction abortions and 1 
had a baby.

Dr. Foster has not said how many 
if any, abortions he may have per­
formed while working in the 1960's 
at a hospital in Tuskegee. Ala . which 
has long smce closed and for which 
records are incomplete

Having initially contributed to the 

the Uh'<e House

that it would be beue’r off' 

that Dr. Foster had done 
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Opportunity Ripens for Debate

that many of

to the 
came Friday.
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Supporters, Foes of Foster /Vomination

.^attackson Dr. Foat^ZSm 

w*ants "‘o end
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Dote rot im of the vote.
fK-M^“Wh,Je’ m"lc n0*1** officials------

about Dr. Foster s record and attempted to 

play down the controversial parts. The 
administration released speeches and arti 
cles written by the obstetrician gynecolo- 
fi’ hT J"8 T,n ”76’,n wbicb »* said 
hiat he had performed hysterectomies on

S uereo re,ard*d women to sterilize 
them. Mr. Panetta said yesterday that 
performing hysterectomies under such cir­
cumstances "was accepted practice at the 
time " Officials also said that Dr. Foster s 
thinking on the matter, like those of other 
doctors, has changed since then.

Nevertheless, the new disclosures protr
Xy ^n?m‘.nee Sen. Gramm

in r 7~< Mwuka mi*. Foster
------ , _..tIV IVCTXI spute, sen. Gramm contmven? *rn,e’*’ a*hilng that after the 
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debate Is helping drive abortion 
surface of political debate
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*/* and P^femily voters, a
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b‘s,orlc defense of traditional values and 
which has a national ticket or a platform 
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Hons. now stress 
that the fight is over 
a woman's right to 
choose - not the 
Tennessee doctor's 
credibility prob-
lems. "K's a debate 
atxtut abortion."
Ikmna Shalala, the 
secretary of health

By Gould F. Seib

And Laukie McGinley

bate over Henry Foster s nomination as ^rnp" Coall,,on' b|untly warned would

mW. "I m rax going to get Into the bus! 
Sd^lcP ‘ 10 ,he P™ **

Many Republicans are struggling to 
bridge the gap between their pacy's 

huu? an{iabor,,on wing and a considera­
te si ce of the party that Is more liberal on 
sweial issues. Mr. Reed's remarks on abor­
tion appeared designed to head off the 

? Qne 01 several Poicntlal GOP 
candidates or running mates who favor

Se Wilim<reld and California Gov- 
MS■ Wnu-X’X 

S.T^ ls «“"«p-"

ence, where Mr. Reed spoke. Sen. Gramm

I. while Sen.

NBC TVs "Meet the Prws"

firming President Chn- | opposition to Dr. ™

Discomfort With Focus on Abortion
But even Sen. Gramm, who late last 

year directed an infusion of campajm 

money toward the antiabortion movement 
while he was head of the GOP s Senate 
fnJT^lgn .c?mml,,ee- seemed a bit uncom

Coalition officials earlier last’
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White House

Shifts Battle

On Foster

Unlveraity: ‘I Mima la a woman** right to chooeo. And
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Foster, a prominent obstetrician 
and gynecologist, told students at 
CWU’s School of Pubbc Health that 
he has “dedicated my entire career 
to taking ail medical steps to meet 
the needs of my patients, and that 
includes performing legal abortions. 
I believe in the right of a woman to 
choose. And I also support the presi­
dent’s belief that abortions should 
be safe, legal and rare.” 

8mF08TEB,A10.CoL1

otal initial courtesy calls scheduled 
for next week with senators who 

will decide on his nomination.
An indication of the uphill strug­

gle he faces cqme from Sen. Jo­
seph R. Biden Jr. (Del.), a leading 
Democrat who said yesterday he 

would vote against Foster but then 
hedged under pressure from the 
White House.

•r • < - •

Nominee Defends 
Performing Abortions

By David Brown and Ann Devroy
IW> 3u* Wnun

President Clinton’s embattled 
nominee for surgeon general, Hen­
ry W. Foster Jr., defended his per­
formance of abortions yesterday,

saying ”1 believe in a woman’s
right to choose.”

Foster's remarks in a speech at 
George Washington University
came on a day the White House
changed strategy and insisted that 
abortion, far from being irrelevant,
was central to the growing debate
over Foster’s nomination.

“Ultimately, this fight is not
about all the extraneous issues that
are being cited,” said Michael the number of abortions Foster
McCurry, ithe White House press had performed, rather than mak-
secretary. “Nobody should be under ing abortion the central issue in his
the illusion that these groups that nomination. As the Whjte House
are working with the Republican prepared to confront Foster’s op-
majority ... are fighting this nomi- ponents more aggressively, the
nation for any reason but to make 61-year-old nominee spent part of

. ‘ the day meeting with groups ex-

PmidMt CNnton** clwic* for urgoon gMorai, Homy W. Foster Jr., My* In spooch nt Goorgo Washington

_ ** J... that abortion* should be oafo, logal and raro.”

SB

cnnunaT the procedure of abortion. C " _ _ r____
Until yesterday, the White petted’ to fight”on his” behalf in 

House had focused on clarifying Congress, and he prepared for piv-

• Chruluut Coulilion war nt COP aboul aominaling candidalet who favor abortion right*

lit »

Is
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pinstian Coalition Threatens GOP

N°l Votef°r ^rtion-Rights Backer, Reed Says

Whitman, who has been prominent­
ly discussed as a possible vice prrsi- 
denhaJ candidate, was sharply cnt>- 
dzed by David Keene, duirm^n erf the
American Conservative Union, on
Thursday. Keene said she would be a 

“very bad eejectxm, ... She repre­
sents the old Republican establish­
ment, pre-1960 in terms erf her oitair- ! 
al and class background.-

Reed declined to say if his remarks
were directed at any specific tndmdu-
als. "Let the statement stand for itself, 
rather than pamculanae it... We
support the sanctity of innocent hu­
man life, and we seek to support can­
didates and parties that advocate that 
principle.-

The CPAC conventxx has faceted a 
number of prospective Republican 
presidential candidates, but by far the

SpaieTN« topi
spoke to a packed hotel ballroom yes­
terday afternoon.

In his speech, Gmgnch raised fur­

legislation restricting preferences and 

quotas. "Do we want an Amenca that 
bves up to the dream of Maron Lu-

atfll those who claim to be our leaders, supports both abonxm and gay rights,’ 
’iS?” A «Pok«n“ to Wilson declined to
president, who state that the wv-ial j>. comment, but be —*

f
a wrnv cutrvroooo nas bosted a 

number of prospective Republican

_________________________________________ ______________  

support a party that retreau from its HotT W. Foster Jr. to be surgeon

al values and which has a national tick- that aD the conservative voters R—d
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; By Thomas B. EdsaU - 

_______SagWfMr__________________

! Ralph Reed, executive director erf
the Christian Coalition, yesterday

warned the Republican Party that
evangelical Christians and antiabor-
two Cathohcs will abandon the GOP if
the party nominates a candidate for
president or vice president who sup­
ports abortion rights.
* Reed declined to specify any pro­

spective candidates, but his remark
to the Conservative Political Action
Qramittee conference here appeared
to be directed at three prominent gov-
efDOTs; Pete Wilson (Calif.), Christine
Todd Whitman (NJ.) and Wilham F.
Weld (Mass.), all of whom favor abor­
tion rights.

<“Let me be sincere today," Reed
toW the gathering of conservative ac­
tivists. “Pro-life and pro-family votes,
one-third of the electorate, will not
i ' ________________ __________________
noble and historic defense of tradition- Eeneral, although it is far from dear 

-. or a platform that does not share Ulked about—and other Rep'ubli-

pubbean Party structure, said that exit »uppart abortion rights. wuu gard to the race, aex or ethnic back- 

polls from last year's elections showed Ray Howell. Weld’s former am- lnd,v’du*, or roup.
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Hill’s doctors split
on Foster nomination
Party, abortion lines divide lawmakers

whether some would blackball a 
physician who engaged in fetal tis­
sue research to find a cure for ju­
venile diabetes

“Whatever his particular pro­
fessional responsibility was, as 
long as it's ethical and .within the 
law, to me that's immaterial,” said 
the former Foreign Service psy- 
chiatnst. “Tb start trying to find a 
politically correct doctor who be­
lieves X, Y or Z is simply to take 
away from the office."

Mr. Coburn, a family practi­
tioner who delivered up to 300 ba­
bies a year in Muskogee, Okla.,and 
lectured teens in schools and 
churches on abstinence, said, “Po­
litical correctness is the reason we 
have an AIDS epidemic today.”

Mr. Coburn says being in favor 
of abortion rights does not "auto­
matically disqualify someone” for 
surgeon general

“But I absolutely don't think 
that’s what we need in this country 
at this time,” said the 46-year-old 
physician, who backs abortion 
only to save the life of the mother.

He questioned Dr Foster's work 
on trying "to make a home abor­
tion pill feasible,” and wondered 
whether Dr. Foster stood for absti­
nence or safe sex.

"The safe sex message has not 
worked It s full of holes,” said Mr 
Coburn It s like sending kids out 
to skydive with parachutes that 
only open five times out of six.

"That's exactly what a condom 
is for a teen-ager It only works five 
out of six times," he added.

Mr. Weldon is even blunter in 
dismissing Mr. Clinton’s choice 
and "the whole left-wing agenda ”

No one who performed abor­
tions should be surgeon general, 
he said.

“It’s the taking of human life. 
Granted, it's not like shooting your 
neighbor with a sawed-off shot­
gun. but there's nobody in the 
medical profession who can jus­
tifiably stand up and say, 'It's not 
human It's not alive,'” said Mr. 
Weldon, an internist

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Congress' five doctors are di­
vided on the nomination of Dr. 
Henry W Foster Jr. to be surgeon 
general, reflecting splits not only 
between parties but in attitudes to­
ward abortion.

Freshman Republican Reps. 
David Weldon of Florida and Tbm 
Cobum of Oklahoma, both outspo­
ken foes of abortion, call Dr. Foster 
unsuited to be the country’s chief 
public health advocate.

But Rep. Jim McDermott, a lib­
eral Democrat and psychiatrist 
from Seattle, said Dr. Foster did 
"what any obstetrician might do. 
all of it legal” in performing abor­
tions

"There's no claim that this man 
is not a good physician or anything 
else.” said Mr. McDermott, a four 
term congressman. "From my 
standpoint, the decision shouldn't 
be based on whether he did this or 
that kind of thing. It's just another 
bogus argument."

T\vo other doctors who are new 
to Congress. Sen. Bill Fnst of Ten­
nessee and Rep. Greg Ganske of 
Iowa, are reserving judgment but 
voicing concerns about the vary­
ing accounts Dr. Foster and the 
White House have given.

Mr Ganske. a surgeon from Des 
Moines. Iowa, who supports a 
woman's right to abortion in the 
first trimester, said, “We may find 
that Foster has not leveled with the 
White House The issue then be­
comes a matter of trust. If Dr Fos­
ter has not been forthright with his 
background, then 1 would cer­
tainly call into question the nomi­
nation."

Mr. Fnst, a cardiac surgeon 
from Nashville and the only doctor 
with a vote on the nomination, said 
of abortion. "It’s a little unfair to 
Dr Foster to focus just on that is­
sue."

But Mr Fnst, who opposes abor­
tion, said he wanted to know the 
precise number of abortions Dr. 
Foster performed and "the indica­
tions for those procedures."

Mr McDermott questioned 



Many OB-GYNs avoid abortion

ABORTION TRAINING
The data below show the percentage ol U.S. medical schools that
provided to resident obstetrician-gynecologists training in first-

1985 and 1991

Hrst-trimastar training

1991

27 8%

35 5% 34 6%

are no

1976

22 5%

Routine training
Optional training___________
Total offering training

No training offered_____
Second-trimester training

a year .. and we know that 13 to 
15 percent of our members are ac­
tively against abortions" and have 
not performed them, 
r The right of doctors not to per-

ACOG's Policy StatemenFon Abor­
tions. "We say in our documents 
that no one should be forced to do 
abonions and that the beliefs of 
people who object to doing abor­
tions on moral, religious, or other 
personal grounds should be re­
spected," Dr. Hale said

He and representatives of other 
medical groups, including the 
American Medical Association, 
also spoke at a news conference 
yesterday to defend the nomina­
tion as surgeon general of Dr. 
Henry W Foster Jr., an OB-GYN 
who has performed abortions.

Dr Foster's nomination is in 
jeopardy because of differing ac­
counts he and the White House 
have given over the number of 
abonions he has performed in a 
37-year medical career.

In an interview 'Tuesday on

1976

26.3%

66 2%

92.5%

7.5%

1991

6 7%

56 7°,,

65 4%

19B5

22 6%

49 6% 

72.2%

12 4% 

56 4%

68 8% 

31.20/0
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for me a lifelong, philosophic inner 
struggle of turmoil continually 
ending in my coming down in a 
pro-life stance. I will not and I can­
not do an abortion for any reason 
Dr. Youngblood said.

“Knowing Henry Foster as I do. 
I know he has had the same life 
long struggle ... and he has come 
down in a pro-choice stance."

Dr. Hale said there are other 
reasons that many OB-GYN$ de 
cline to perform abortions

Abortion, Dr Hale said, re­
quires counseling and other sup­
port for patients. He said mam 
doctors in individual practices are 
not equipped to provide such ser 
vices and refer their patients to 
facilities that do.

Some older OB-GYNs are no 
• longer performing abonions. he 

said, simply because their patients 
are older and are past childbear­
ing years. And many young ones 
have never started because, m the 
past 20 years, the number of OB- 
GYN residency programs that ei­
ther require or offer abortion 
training has dropped sharply

Professional colleagues of all sorts rush to defend Foster

By Joyce Price
ThE WISHWGTOK times

Although the W'hite House says
abortions are "part of the job" for
obstetrician-gynecologists, only
about a third of OB-GYNs are now
performing them.

So says Dr Ralph W. Hale, ex­
ecutive director of the 35,000-
member American College of Ob­
stetricians and Gynecologists
(ACOG), which represents more
than 90 percent of the board-
certified OB-GYNs in the United
States.

“We estimate that the majority
[of OB-GYNs], or over 50 percent,
have at one time or another done
an abortion" during their careers.
Dr Hale said, but he added;

"Our best guesstimate now is
that a third of our members still
do abortions — some do a fair
number whde others do oniy a few NBC-TV's ■ Today" show. White

i ..._ i. ...-i...... House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta
said performing abortions is "part
of the job" of an OB-GYN and
would "not undercut" Dr Foster's

, . - . ------------ability to lead a campaign to re­
form abortions is recognized in duce teen pregnancy

A[ yester£jay.s press confer.
ence. Dr. Hale said "many" of
ACOG's members who oppose
abortion have called him this week
"to say that Dr Foster is a fme man 
who deserves a fair hearing "

He distributed copies of a state­
ment by Dr James P Youngblood,
a pro-life obstetrician-gynecol­
ogist and chairman of the depart­
ment of obstetncs and gynecology
at the Thuman MedicalCenter in
Kansas City. Mo

Dr Youngblood said he “does
not condone" the fact that Dr Fos­
ter has performed abortions Nev­
ertheless. he said Dr Foster is a 
“kind, caring, sensitive, compas­
sionate and respected obstetri­
cian and gynecologist." who de­
serves to be surgeon general.

“As an obstetrician-gynecol­
ogist, the abortion issue has been

61.5%

64 0%

16 0%

Routine training 
Optiona' training______
Total offering training 
No training ofie'eo

1985

20 6% 

44 0%

64 6%
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issue (sometune playing it down, rxne- 
tme playing it up) «o he on try to

•values,' but their indnxhahsm trump*

Tlesdo. Februr'i 14.1995 A15
1 “ *»

E. J. Dionne Jr.

Stopped by 

Abortion
r

But no one tn the administration went ■ 
much beyond this appeahng story one___
by asking much about what ths Oo-Gvn 
physician s practice was or, abortion— 
and so Clinton k smack up against the

Most poEhaans hate the issue. Most 
voters don't Eke to think about it Yet - 
the matter of abortkxi just keeps commg 
back, gnawing in quite different ways at 
the consciences of both pobtxal parties.

The most obvious manifestation of the 
power of the issue is the controversy 
surrounding Dr. Henry Foster, President 
CEnton’s choice to be surgeon general 
The fact that Foster performed abortions 
made him mstanUy unacceptable to the 
nght-to-life movement The fact that the 
adnumstratxm and the doctor seemed to; 
miscount exactly how many abortions he 
had performed moved the fight toward 

matters with which Washington is more 
comfortable—"credibility,* “bungled 
nonmaacns,- “poor staff work" etc. But*, 
none of this would have mattered if the • 
miscounted procedure had involved, say,, 
appendectomies. The issue here is abor-" 

bon.
Abortion has also arisen as a concern- 

' m the welfare reform debate. Some very • 
conservative Republicans, notably Rep.. 
Henry Hyde, are dead set against a 
Republican proposal to eliminate welfare 
assistance to mothers who have children 
before their 18th year. Hyde and the 

nght-to-hfe movement worry, reason-, 
ably, that government will thereby huge­
ly increase the pressure for abortion.

Then, at last weekend's Conservative 
Political Action Conference, Ralph Reed, 
the executive director of the Christian. 
Coalition, warned that evangelical Chns-. 
bans and antiabortion Catholics would 
abandon the Republicans if the party 
nominated a supporter of abortion rights 
for either president or vice president. . 
Reed's statement was significant because. 
for the past two years, he has played^ 

down abortion and stressed concerns— 
school vouchers, low taxes, balanced 
budgets—that appeal across much of the 

Repubbcan spectrum.

Indeed, in an editonal-page article tn 
Monday s Wall Street Journal—printed' 
flhcr he issued his warning—Reed was 
anomalously arguing that all was well 
between social and economic conserva­
tives inside the Republican Party and ' 
that Republicans could remain “oviT m' 
disagreeing about “issues Eke abortxxi.f 
One of two things is true: (1) Reed 
regards threats to boh his party as lying 
within his definition of “aviEtyf or more 
likely, (2) Reed knows how strongly 

many evangebcals feel against abortion 
and he has to jwrsue a two-step on the

broker peace m his party without looking 
like a sellout to his foBowers.

Abortion creates all these contortions 
partly because it’s a hard issue, Av 
Charies Krauthammer pointed out re* 
cently, majorities of Americans think s- 
muhaneousfy that abortion should remain 
legal and that it is wrong But abortion s'- 
also difficuh because a. rases questions • 
that go directly to the contradicpons m 
what both Republicans and Democrau 
claim they stand for. Both parties love to 
invoke “commmity' as an ideal But 
neither party s wiDing to pay much of r. 
pnce on behalf of “communmy' when its. 
imperatives come nto amfa-t with other’ 
aspects of party doonne.

In nonunaung Foster, the Clinton ad-’ ‘ 
ministration thought it had found aome-c 
one whose story and record matched the- 
country's desire to temper the rights 
acquired over the past two decades (on*’ 
abortion, for example) with a sense of-' 
responsibility rooted n old-fashioned vtr-. 
tues. Foster supported tarth control ef­
forts, but he <kd not pretend that birth, 
control and sex education on their owru 
would solve the teen pregnancy problem. 
He has long argued, correctly, that the 
values and aspnbora of ntrnduals mat­
ter far more than the mechanics of 
human sexuabry.

much beyond this appeahr.g story Lne__
by asking much about what this OWSyn- 
physician's practice was or. abortion— 
and so Clinton k smack up against the 

great tension m the Democratic creed- ‘ 
that Democrats are lug on -community’ 
when what’s at stake mvobes sharing 
money across dasses or heahng raoal 
wounds, but become staunch individual 
sis when matters turn toward sexuahry 
or aborpon rights. Now, Chnton has to 
stick with Foster because not to do so 
would make the presdent look incon­
stant, as he has on ocher nommaticns. 
while alienating the powerful prtxhoice 
wmg of hs ooabtion.

th* Repubbcans have then- own 
contradictions to deal with. The Repubb-. 
cans talk a good comrounrtanan game “ 
when they are giving aermona about 
•values.’ but their indrviduahsm trump* 
those values whenever they codha with, 
free market economics. The family is a 
wonderful mstrtubon. they aay, but most" 
Republicans fought against giving the’ ' 
mothers of newborns 12 weeks of ■»- 

leave. Motherhood is fine as long as 
it doesn’t interfere with the prerogative* 
of employers. It's aho fine, as Hyde 
tmpbotly notes, unless it mterfere* with 
efforts to cut welfare.

On aborton, the Reputtans hav^ 
won loyal support from nght-to-hfers for 
years, but party strategists constantly 
speak of the need to play the isaue down, 
lest pro-choice Republican* and indepen­
dents be “abenated.’ Many Repubtam 

seem to want pro-life votes without hav­
ing to do anything of substance to earn 
^*1^- The most the Chntomte* can ivy* - 
for from the Foster nomination ■ that 
the longer the controversy goes on. the 
more it wiU expose this tensnc the 
Repubbcan Party.

There ought to be do prwendmr 

These art issues. It t euy to tee 
how people of vanous phikwopfscaJ onen- 
tatxxis can think their way to eaher ade 
of the abortion question—or. u Krau­
thammer notes, to both wde* at once 
But please, dear polmaan*, the next tm 

you want to preach about the joys of 
community and the urgency of “good 
values," how about being a tnfle 
about the terrible choK» that underbe 
the soothing words? Don't ask of Foster 
at ha hearings what you’re not w*w to 
ask of yoursefves.
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The Wrong Target

United States as about Dr Henry W. 
Foster Jr. — more 

San Francisco
For the first couple of days, the 

issue seemed quite clear — and the 
adversary.

The anti-abortion movement is us­
ing all its power to kill the nomina­
tion as Surgeon General of a respect­
ed physician because he has carried 
out a medical procedure not only 
legal but constitutionally upheld by 
the Supreme Court.

So I reacted simply against the 
anti-abortionists for using their po­
litical clout to block Dr. Henry W. 
Foster Jr. Where would it leave us if 
a nominee were blocked for acting 
completely within the law?

My mind was poised for the key­
board when it struck me that 1 had 
the wrong target.

Like most Americans I'm not 
"pro-abortion'' but I am pro the 
right of women to make their own 
decisions, whether or not the reason 
or the social esthetic coincides with 
my tastes.

The unrelenting pressure by the 
pro-life movement disgusts me. I do 
not mean only the murders at clin­
ics. I think they come from a fringe 
for whom the only answer is life 
imprisonment, at least.

But blocking access to the clinics, 
thrusting disgusting posters, shout­
ing threats and hounding clinic em­
ployees — that is a deliberate tactic 
of the anti-abortion movement itself.

Have we forgotten when blockade, 
vilification and harassment were the 
weapons of the left, particularly in 
the universities? They brought the 
same results the pro-lifers now be­
stow upon the country — contempt 
for law, hatred as a substitute for 
civil discourse and ugliness, mean 
indelible ugliness.

But thinking through the Foster 
case 1 realized that like pro-life 
Americans there are acts and be­
liefs, however legal, that would 
make me oppose a nominee and fight 
his election or confirmation.

I would fight anybody with a Fas­
cist, Stalinist or racist record. And 1 
suggested the ouster of Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders as Surgeon General because 1 
thought she was helping open the 
door to drug legalization.

To the pro-life movement the act 
of abortion itself, not just the Su­
preme Court’s opinion, touches pas­
sions. Anti-abortionists are no more 
likely to change than I am to support 
a PAC for Louis Farrakhan.

So the target of those who support 
Dr Foster — particularly in the 
White House — should be not just the 
unconvertible pro-life movement but 

On My Mind

A. M. ROSENTHAL

members of Congress who were pro­
choice when they contemplated the’ 
women's vote at election time but 
now edge away from Dr. Foster be­
cause the anti-abortionists are show­
ing how hard they will fight.

There is nervous hoo-ha among 
some pro-choice people about how 
many abortions Dr. Foster per­
formed and whether he gave an ac­
curate accounting in the beginning

The only worthwhile answer is 
that he performed as many as he 
thought he had to. But the goal of his 
professional life was getting young

women to understand the theory, 
once grasped in this country, that for 
youngsters the way to avoid preg­
nancies is not to have sexual inter­
course. Failing that — condoms.

The remarkable thing is not his 
own teaching on abstinence but that 
he got many young women to agree. 
He should get a medal for that silly 
Surgeon General's uniform.

Dr. Foster denies he said he per­
formed only one abortion but that he 
remembers one most — for a woman 
with AIDS. Of course he does. One 
day 1 walked through a pediatrics 
ward in a New York hospital and 
saw two babies, brother and sister 
about a year apart. Both were dying 
of AIDS. I think still about the moth­
er and wonder if by now she had a 
third AIDS baby, as the ward j>edia- 
trician thought she would.

So let the hearings decide whether' 
he should be Surgeon General or that. 
an abortion audit is more important  ̂
than his life's work.

Let's hope Dr. Foster has the cour­
age to refuse any suggestions that ‘ 
may come from the Administration- 
or elsewhere that he should with-' 
draw before or during the hearings. -

President Clinton has promised to 
stick by him. Mr. Clinton has several- 
times failed to stay the route orr 
issues ranging from nominations to 
human rights. So he has to pay the 
reasonable price of lingering skepti­
cism about his promises

The hearings are as much about 
the constancy of pro-choice politi­
cians, including the President of the

Fighting for
Dr. Foster.
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Mandatory Abortion Training
For Obstetricians Is Approved
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The group that supervises gradu­
ate medical education voted yester­
day to require that prospective ob­
stetricians be taught abortion skills,
saying it wanted them to receive the
fullest possible training from the
teaching hospitals where they work 
as medical residenu.

The new requirement applies only
to programs that train obstetricians 
and gynecologists, and spells out al­
ternatives for hospitals with moral 
or religious objections.

Programs that refuse to provide
the new abortion training could be 
stripped of their accreditation, 
which teaching hospitals need to 
qualify for Federal reimbursements 
for the services medical residents 
provide to patients.

Dr John C Gienapp, the executive 
director of the Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical Education 
said the new standards were the first 
specifically mentioning abortion.
Until now, he said, the standards 
have said residents were to receive 
clinical experience in family plan­
ning That implied but did not spell 
out competence in performing abor­
tions, he said

But with fewer abortions being
performed at hospitals, some doc­
tors have come to believe that they 
need to reassure patients about the 
competence of a doctor who may

have to treat a woman who has had a 
spontaneous abortion or recommend 
that a patient undergo an abortion to 
save her life.

Abortion opponents immediately 
denounced the move. "Coercing peo­
ple and institutions to participate in 
the destruction of innocent life is a 
great evil," said Roger Cardinal Ma­
hony of Los Angeles, chairman of the 
National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee for Pro-Life Ac­
tivities.

Dr. Gienapp said there . 
discussion about the abortion 
before the vote was taken,

Citing unfinished FBI. back­
ground checks, the White House said 
it would not send the nomination of 
Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. to be Sur­
geon General to the Senate until mid­
March. Administration officials said 
the delay in the start of hearings 
would leave Dr. Foster in better 
shape to confront his critics.
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» viduaJs of inferior type and pos­
sessing serious hereditary defects

y^erhaps during Dr. Foster’s 
Lr confirmation hearing (if the 
X nomination gets that far)

and legality ought to be the only cri­
teria by which a physician decides

V)r
s

I

when medicine changes based on 
shifting moral standards rather 
than absolutes. The eugenics 
movement came of age in the 
1930s, and its practice of ensuring

7* Welsh, president of the New York

3
IsEl

ilization."
(Does this mean NOW can be 

expected to withdraw its support of 
Dr. Foster? No, because abortion is 
more important to NOW than 
forced sterilization.)

In defending the administra­
tion’s choice of Dr. Foster and his 
sterilizations of the retarded, 
Health and Human Services Sec­
retary Donna Shalala said, “Med­
icine has changed. ... In the ’60s 
(Dr. Foster did) a procedure that 
was legal at the time.” She is cer­
tainly right about medicine chang­
ing. Throughout most of the pro­
fession’s history a doctor swore an 
oath never to perform or assist in 
an abortion. When the Supreme 
Court ruled in 1973 that abortion 
could not be made illegal, Hip­
pocrates was rewritten along with 

the law.
We’ve seen before what happens

Might abortion, like 
sterilization, someday 
be regarded with the 
horror and revulsion 
we now feel about once 
accepted medical 
procedures in
Germany?

When the Prussian Council on 
Health met on July 2,1932, its goal , 
was to relate eugenics to public j 
welfare. (Isn't that what the Dr 
Fosters of our time do with the 
“unfit” and the unborn’) Accord­
ing to members present who 
reported on the meeting, “the legal 
approval of a strict eugenic steril­
ization (not castration), under suit­
able controls, is demanded."

On July 14,1933, the Law for the 
Prevention of Hereditary Disease 
in Posterity was enacted, effec­
tively legalizing voluntary and 
forced sterilization for individuals 
with afflictions defined by the state 
as contributing to a dilution of the 
gene pool. This law was necessary, 
according to its backers, to guard 
against an explosion of “defective" 
people who might soon outnumber 
and overrun the "normal" Ger­

mans.
The Journal of the American 

Medical Association carried an 
article in its Sept. 9, 1933, issue 
called "Sterilization to Improve the 
Race,” which helped form part of 
the rationale accompanying the 
sterilization law: “Countless indi-

hose trying to ram through 
the appointment of Dr. 
Henry W. Foster Jr. as sur- 

___ geon general say the abor­
tions he performed and his invol­
untary sterilization of retarded 
women are (tn the case of abor-

- tion) or were (in the case of the 
S sterilization) “accepted medical 
•J procedure” at the time. 

'N This reasoning is what is wrong 
J with our culture. It reflects our 

spiritual malnutrition, which has 
led to many of the social problems 
we now lament.

Even a spokesperson for the 
National Organization for Women 
was shocked when she heard about 
Dr. Foster’s sterilization proce­
dures. “I’m appalled,” said Diane 

. . * __

City chapter of NOW. “NOW is an 
organization that's for choice for 
women in any reproductive health 
matter, and we’re utterly opposed 
to anything resembling forced ster-

someone might ask him what 
caused the change in accepted med­
ical procedure of sterilization and 
whether he now views that practice 
as wrong and immoral. Someone 
might also ask him if, in view of the 
history of Germany, acceptability

are propagating unchecked, with 
the result that their diseased prog­
eny becomes a burden to society 
and is threatening, within three 
generations, to overwhelm com­
pletely the valuable strata ... ster­
ilization is the only sure means of 
preventing the further hereditary 
transmission of mental disease and 
serious defects.”

Accepted medical procedure at 
the time.

Cal Thomas is a nationally syn- : 
dicated columnist

whether to engage in certain prac­
tices. Might abortion, like steriliza­
tion, someday be regarded with the 
horror and revulsion we now feel 
about once accepted medical pro­
cedures in Germany?

The goal of public health 
should be preserving the welfare 
of the least fortunate and the 
weakest, from the unborn to the 
mentally and physically handi­
capped. That is accepted medical 
procedure. •

I
than absolutes. The eugenics 
movement came of age in the 
1930s, and its practice of ensuring 
sound Offspring was nowhere more 
effectively applied than in Ger­

many.
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bortion foes hope 
parental-consent 
flap will sink Foster »

H
3l

K

candidate Bill 
.  to have parental 
in Secaucus, New Jersey, 
nar*"*’1 notice for custccial

--------- ' For
(202) 626-8820.

Many aborUon-rlfhts ad- 
-------..j say such laws 

aren't needed, because

enthood confirmed that the
ltf F‘LaU1* ReMarch Council,

ISt r ln 6 gr°UP f‘?d oor,tended dhat opposition
suit to challenge a strict *--------------------- - •
Tennessee law that re­
quired consent from both  wU<u T,cr - -  -
parents of a teen-ager be- President Gore used a day ]uf!?e U 9he fe<1> lhe c,ln’1 
fore moat abortions. - ♦•n t>..» -—i.i —

Foster's credibility has

come under fire due to con-
nicting accounts about
how many abortions he ’uPPortcd parental noil-
performed in his 38 years ”c*Uon whcn teen-age
as an obstetrician S1*-1* *<ek abortions, but

The While House is seek- ha3n'1 Uken • clehr P0*1’
ing to turn his nomination Uon 00 ,aw’ requiring
Into a test of abortion P^ental consent

The White House didn't ini-
Polls show most Amerl- mediately respond to re-

cans support a womans quests for comment on how

i
1

such as abuse or Incest
Most parental-consent 

laws allow a teen-ager to 

get permission from a 

tellher parents. But'eriuc.1 

say many teens wouldn't 
know how to do that 

The parental-consent law 
challenged by Nashville 
Planned Parenthood ulti­
mately was replaced by a 
less-stringent one. Tenncs 
sec's top court later ruled 
that the tougher law had 
been effectively repealed by 
the subsequent passage of 
the parental-notification Law.

In an October 25, 1992 interview with

notice.,'

to parental-consent laws Is 
an “extreroisf stance — 
borrowing the word Vice

earlier to attack foes of 
abortion rlgbta

President Clinton has

I
k

Clinton said, '

riint!’" fou’' days later, in a broadcast on WWOR-TV i..

gofngPt°rhavea

----------------------------------- ' c°ntact the National Right to\l7e CiStue?

the Catholic News Service

a large majority also backs

““W- 11

terday that the issue of

r‘ ' '
abortions will become a
i---------  ‘ ‘

S H'"7 r°*t'r'' Jotmioa. lejuuuvc dlrec- _ __

right to chooae abortion. But

laws requiring parental ocn- 
< H/ .. j 7- .—’ wiwu mm vumj«j id Center of storm.
to-llfe activists said yes- wk abortv™
terday that the issue of Tor most Americans, Ointon and Foster fell about 
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will h*ve to go over Pat Bu- 
chanan." he said.

2_x
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House Speaker Newt Ging­
rich. concerned that GOP unity 
once again will fray over abor­
tion. b urging Republicans to 
avoid the divisve issue during

versity,
sonai leaden picked New Jer­
sey Gov. Qtnstle Whitman, 
who supports abortion rights, to 
respond to Clinton's State of the 
Union address last month.

The GOP also ts home to och­
er prominent abortion rights

of Hing Mm

• er; t. •

a 'w
-- • .

I
I 
I 

od >

asrica Lae . 
TODAY ■

There's a lot of lies out 
_______ there." he said before a meec- 
► Conservative comments- ing with Senate Minority Lead- 

tor Pat Buchanan, who is to an- er Thomas Daschle. D-S.D. 
nounce his candidacy for presi- “But I'm going to have my day, 
dent today, said he'll fight any that is what the bearings are 
eflort to remove a section from for. I want people to see my en- 
the GOP platform that calls for tire record." 
a constitutional amendment to 
ban abortion.

hearings on surgeon general
nominee Henry Faster.

"There's no point in picking
fights inside your own majority
if you can avoid it." Gingnch
said Wednesday. “1 would to­
ots in on the incompetence of
the White Houk and the poten­
tial dishonesty and I would nev­
er touch the abortion issue."

But Republicans — whose
alliance with abortion oppo­
nents has caused much inter­
nal upheaval — cannot avoid
the issue even if they try.

Stumbling into a fight, the
"Vhite Houk nominated Fos-

r, a doctor who bad spent a
career battling teen pregnan­
cy, but who bad also per­
formed abortions. In doing so,
Qinton re-ignited the internal
fight the GOP has battled since
the Supreme Court legalized
abortion in 1871

In the past week alone:
► Christian Coalition leader abortion opponent

Ralph Reed threatened that his also running for 
members would not support president, refused 
the GOP ticket in 1996 if either to say if be would 
the presidential or vice presi- name a running 
dential nominee supported mate who opposes 
abortion rights. abortion rights.
► Sen. Arlen Specter. R-Pv On Capitol Hill 

an abortion-rights supporter Wednesday, Foa-

B

Abortion 
too divisive, 
he tells GOP

The 1996 campaign by the 
Republicans ts going to make 
the Houston convention look 
like a lovefeK. This is a major 
problem for the Repub bean 
Party "

For some GOP leaders, the 
battle is a painful reminder of 
the 1992 Repubbcan conven­
tion when the abortion issue 
tore the GOP apart

“One of the great succesea 
of the last two years for Repub- 
beans has been the unity we 
have had — the support of pro- 
life Repubbcans for prochoice 
Repubbcans, and pro-choice 
Republicans for pro-bfe Re­
publicans," said GOP Chair­
man Haley Barbour.

To highlight the party's dF 
Barbour and congrea-

► Sen. Pbil 
Gramm, R-Texas. 
a conservative

I

yogs

Daschle said Foster's nomF 
nation is gaining support even 

"Anybody who tries to np as Republicans have pro- 
that plank out of that platform nounced it dead on arrival

The nomination ran into 
trouble after the White Houk

S'*

■ -uoa MwauatS^R

WEDNESDAY BRiEFWG: 'Emtftarad Damoaits, various foks that idaoio^caty dkapva 
wkh ma. have each come m writ ^xrkxjs charges.' Speaker Newt Gingnch tek raporwv

■ oeFS-

Mud be bad per­
formed only one 
abornoo m his J8- 
year career Fos­
ter first revised 
that number to 
fewer than a dor­
an" but later re- 
vmdsa>into39
He also »>d be su- 
pemsed * medical 
acbooi study of an 
abcraon drug

As Houk speak­
er. Gtngnch has no

coneri ew ria Senate, which 
wiu vra Mm month on Foe- 
urn aasnraoea.

But as a party Bader, Ging­
rich dwty hopes his voice 
wffl hasp rilence tbox who 
would keep ria GOP abortion 
beoiearieMws.

Democraa are reveling in 
tbeGOPriKsrg

"YbeTe atrendy seeing the 
beginma^ of rie 1996 cam- 
paign." said Democrabc con­
sultant Paul BeMa.

Li-'

supporters Among them: gov­
ernors Pew Wiiaoo at CaiUor- 
ma and wuiiam WeSd of Mae 
sachueem.

Some Reptrihraas sty the 
party should evrad a fight — 
and moUify aborpoa nghts sup 
porters — ►y softening the 
GOP piatfom

"The platform will and 
should remain pro-dfe. but 1 
think a shouM M changM 
from rie '92 platform." sud 
GOP snugs wuham Kriral 
"It should be Ira harsh"

But coeservativas oppose 
any change. Reed ays rie 
GOP sbouldav torgm who got 
out ria vow for riesn in UN

Ttn net rating a riraet. Fin 
oSenng a word at cauooo as a 
fnend.' be rad "M rie party 
moves toward 19M." Reed 
said. *V needs io remember 
that pro-Ufe. prXamdy acSw 
ra are rie ones w*o buns rie 
shoe Morier a rie prednes.* 

Conmbutmg Rxftard Bane 
detto end Judy Kaon

____________________________ . . . • USA TOOAV
launching a longshot bid for ter spent the day FOSTER: Surgeon
the presidency, said be would defending his trou- general norranee
"go to the mar to make sure bled norrunauoa 
abortion does not become a
"litmus test" for nominees.

Cornptaloa aboot rie taandal 
dealing of Speaker Newt Gtt< 
rich wfU be kkan ep by rie 
Bosse wthlcs committee seat

cy Muboo, R-Ccou amnunrwd 
the invaaagaaoo Wedaaday — 
rie lr* rip (be panel of five Re- 
pubbesu* and tvs Dasnocnri 
was ready ao deal srtBi rie sanri- 

'• rise risra :. a
Gingrich-

- SmproprMes tnverrtng fimdeari- 
i£g by bb pcittxalcrganiaaoM.

Ms cutmaa for two books, and 
tai-deductlble ^eradoes to a

glgll
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By Ann Devroy

A. DmcM* (D-S.O.).

ycBterday, said, “Obviously the strate-

surance executives.

answer

uito
andn«™. EXT!
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the hearings a fight over White House yesferd!^'0^ ™ WhOm F°Ster met rental-consent ie„-,'.?^!LnR pa‘

py’ J.* O?v,ous|y ^e strate- of family valued VlnceaJ *n the last 48 hours ’ have wit-

y IJ RePuhbcans] was to make the legislative director of ihPRi h» so”; ncssed a turnaround in the strength of
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t wo« because of Clinton s commit- consent outside h.c 1 tor- .Foster s formal nomination will
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Avoid Fof'tis

On Abortion,

Gingrich Says

- • & 
r

ment to stick with Foster and with the 
doctors “ability to deal with the issue 

I
The National Right to Life Commit­

tee, which has vowed to fight Foster’s

vocates could interfere with efforts on 
economic and government reform
I he House has no role in the Foster

tor. Foster’s formal nomination will 
not be sent to the Senate until mid­
March, after the FBI has concluded its 
routine background check. 

------------ - a UIUdU ranf:e ot ™r™Ster nom'nation ran into

IS5 ■- -e <K7peS,edX.'
*_ III a .

from one to fewer than a dozen to last 

licans 

"There’s a lot of lies out6there. But 0"h over Wh'te House competence

consent outside his service on the 
Planned Parenthood board.

White House officials said yester­
day that Foster expects to be asked 

questions on a broad range of issues

 Pu«SuflWntw

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga > y^fcrday said Republicans 
should not accept the White House’s 
;I±"E ““"'««-«> o< 

era! into a fight over abortion. 
As Foster, the Tennessee obstetri-

Senate Minority Leader Thomas A. 
Daschle (D-S.D.), with whom Foster 

met, said he was “encouraged" the 

vmced in the last 48 hours I have wit-

j

White House Is Called ' 

Target in Foster Fight I
ri

■

a ugin over wiute House dishonesty and incompetence, not
^hf?earirigs a fi.ght over White Hi

ty if you can avoid it,” he said

loueli Ihe atomoJ'ilsue’-'SngrS “"'i^nlly.-

^old questioners after a speech to in- t Nahona :
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By W«b Bryant, USA TODAY

‘Roe vs. Wade’ dead?
Foster debate says so Access to abortion

won

LOS ANGELES — If Dr. Henry Foster cannot serve as 

thlFp" geneS1 because he performed 39 abortions, 

or »■». O. Su-

ac-

w^at would you d0 if you found yourself in

abortions; another 66% at 
least offered it as an option.

V

-- - ------------
And you shouldn’t have to
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COUNTERPOINTS

By Susan Estricti

i
I

£* f

Battle for abortion rights has been v 
in the courts but lost in the streets.

ill

----------—- ,
had a gun with two bullets?

Answer Shoot the abortionist twice.

-------------------------------- A week later, a doctor was
killed in Florida

------ In 1976, over a quarter of 
the residency programs in 

Uf 'ttk gynecology required that 
doctors learn to perform

► In five states and 
the District of Colum­
bia, the number of 
abortion providers in­
creased between 1982 
and 1992. The states: 
Delaware, Hawaii, Ne­
braska, Rhode Island 
and South Carolina.
► The other 45 

states saw a decrease.
► Nationwide, the 

number of abortion 
providers decreased 
18% during that period.
► Eiohty-four per­

cent of counties have 
no provider.

Sourc» Nitionil Abortion 
ruyitt Acton Lsague

By 1992, the number requir­
ing training had dropped to 
12%; in nearly one-third of 
the programs, it no longer is 
offered even as an option.

No doctor should be re­
quired to perform abortions 
if doing so conflicts with his 
or her moral beliefe. But you 
shouldn’t have to risk your 
life to practice gynecology.

give up on public service because you help women exer- i 
cise their constitutional rights.

Over one-fourth of all abortion clinics reported death | 
threats last year. The Massachusetts clinics where two 
receptionists were killed had been targets of daily pick­
eting for over a year. Many clinics routinely issue bullet­
proof vests to doctors who perform abortions. Some fly 
doctors in from out of state because no one locally will 
do the procedures. In much of the country, there are no 
clinics and no hospitals where abortions are performed.

What message does it send to young doctors if 39 abor­
tions cost Dr. Henry Foster his chance to serve his coun­
try? Here is a man whose program to reduce teen-age 
pregnancy was one of George Bush’s points of light, who 
has done more to reduce the need for abortions than 
most of his critics combined. If he is vulnerable, so is 
every doctor once he performs his first abortion. 

And what message does it send to the women Foster 
helped, many of them victims of rape and incest? Did he 
do the wrong thing? Was respecting their choice a mis­

take? If not, why is be be­
ing punished? 

No one likes abortion, 
least of all the women 
who make the difficult 
choice to terminate a 
pregnancy. Most Amen-
cans, like Foster, believe 
abortion should be safe, 
legal and rare. But most 
don’t participate as ac­
tively in politics as do the 
minority who oppose 
abortion rights does. 

The religious right may 
not control the Republi­
can Party. But it wields 
enormous power within
it, power with a clearly 
religious objective.

In 1994, one-third of the 
electorate identified 
themselves as white, 
evangelical bom-agains, 
69% of them voted Re­
publican. Religious con­

servatives claim they made the difference in 25 House 
races and at least six Senate campaigns. The Christian 
Coalition distributed 33 million voter guides to churchea 
It ran a massive Election Day operation.

It’ll do even more in 1996. Presidential politics re­
wards intensity. In each party, activists tend to dominate 
the nomination process. Who else goes to caucuses’ Who 
else works in primaries? That’s why the coalition’s de­
mand that the GOP presidential and vice presidential 
nominees both be anti-abortion carries so much weight

Religious conservatives have every right to paroo- 
pate in the political process. The challenge they pose is 
not to the system but to the rest of us.

COUNTERPOINTS’ four columnists provide diverse perspec 

nves on today s issues Mondays: Tony Snow Tuesdays; More* 
Gartner Wednesdays; Linda Chavez Thursdays- Susan Estncn

t
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NENRY W. FOSTER JR.
... confirmation hearing to be set

■B

replacement, it dal not become official until the 

mnuaation papers were sent to Congress.
NanHMttena are Mt seat f 

MiMd PM bmkqgn^cto we complete 
•M^wMd by aewe that Pt **” ““**

mation hearing. The decision means that oppo- t „  

• I

ter Is Official Nominee as Papers Go to Congn

By John F. Hama replacement, it <fad not become official until the Ue League complained in a statement. Is pla-

calmg President Clinton and his fascination ?
__.e • Ji' ’ <* • 'to Capaol with abortion more important than listening to 

-r*. |fce repcceBUdves of millions of pro-life
AmencaM durmg the confirmation hearings?'

■ T °°*utn' J«< Brown, a spokesman for Kassebaum
^^^^WfewiRlriditMmforthe

Premdmt Qmm ywMrday ast Maafc^ 

anrgBM gamni tn CapMi K a iim^i 
that wdl show cMinMtiM hamb* tn be 
•chedUed-ahhimgh Poeter's firnrisii « 
kkeiy to be a month or more away.

Sen. Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R-Kan.)
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one insider. “But the boss wanted one.” The president
chose Foster from a list ^sixnamei Yet whenthePr7d flap 5 has ‘
went up. Clinton pressed ahead even though aides HaroS th?b^?«n?anLPn n’ anO‘her b?,Iched nomina..^ 
Ickes and Erskine Bowles and HHSSecretarv Donna <sha explanation Democrats offer publicK ism*;* .
lala wanted to slow down Sh” Pr™el’'’ ,hou8h- ,he’r •« « resen ed for ( :.r. ,

Cooling N. hwl». The worrv was oartlv about imk “na‘ors llke Joe Blden °f Delaw are <w I

I

• •

U-SNews i world Report February n 1995

The Foster nomination is also 
about how Bill Clinton works.
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' . d"uinw mess- rail against the rv.
nght and keep his hberal Democratic base harrw 
maim* fioht IC rtnr — . *• r_ _ _ ' ’

r-... ‘inramsss impressive Clinton biography. ' max make seBse-but onk'.f n ’,n HlS Class. Betsey Wright. Omron's onetime guber- I xou realh c^e about saung. in,°n
says one straiecm ’ * .11 z—»

1 is the > •

Ih,C u.oT,IS u11 catch!n8ir “There is not a single pc rem 
the White House who hasn’t disappointed Chnton a:

Southern Democrats, whom the White House axAed ... 
support an assault-weapons ban last year0 Th ex iom

The president, we are now told •* --------- -
I Foster The truth is that

*• M

Kerry of Massachusetts, up for re-election 
raise the abortion issue when

L!

He
having a serious affair ...’and not eve n" be ms'disc- — 
about it Everyone knew, she said. She knew th^ troopers 
knew. Hillarv knew. Less eye popping, but just as tellms 
is a story of Clinton s propensity to blame others In 19s 
Clinton staffer Rudy Moore listened as the defeated sov
tmnr niihlirlv t___ i_- ___

natonal chief of staff, is the most obvious example 
[Clinton] was going through a severe midlife crisis

ince the Wh.te House tapped itself coming out of 
the starting gate, maybe there is some consolation in 

Henry Foster to be 

stand againsrthe"“eVrem^“^
ReDutSLbCCaUS%he h/S PerfonT,ed abortions. DtvtdJd 

Republicans are tied in knots over how hard to pursue the 
th^ Den n UC r ” 31 the Whi,c House and 

P anmc"t°f Health and Human Services-all of 

toio-

is a story of Clinton’s propensity to blame others In !9x"j 
CTinton staffer Rudy Moore listened as the defeated sov 
ernor publicly blamed his staff for his first-term mistakes 

I m getting the feeling that for his own well-beine the 
staff becomes expendable,” Moore told Maramss Cl’mton 
claimed he was misunderstood.

I in

gized for bungling the affair. “The staff did r.oi me 
£££“.£1'’L,?'iZhl" Ho““Cl”"0's,aff u°n

Of course that’s true: The
“vetting” process was uncoor­
dinated, incomplete and tardy.
And it’s no shock that a deal 
was cut so that HHS would 
take most of the blame. But 
predictable mea culpas aside, 
what about the rest of the sto­
ry-the pan that explains why
the president went ahead with
the nomination even though he 
had been warned about its po­
tential hazards? The Foster 
nomination is not just about 
bad staff work; it is also about 
how Bill Clinton works.

Clinton’s insistence on rush­
ing to name a surgeon general

those who were involved. Mav-
be. they say, the Joycelyn El­
ders fiasco left him feeling an
urgency no staffers shared.
"There weren’t complaints out
there that we didn’t have an­
other surgeon general.” savs

&

fighting for Foster is jusi a way for Clinton IO evil* » r 
n.7r-rai1 a«ainsl ’he O- 

making the fight is our victory.

Cooling Nt hoolt. The worry was partly about leaks and 
partly about looking indecisive. By the eleventh hour, the 
nomination had acquired a life of its own: Although senior 
aides had not read ail the paperwork, a press conference 
had already been scheduled. While the arguments raged 
poor Foster was kept waiting for 90 minutes. Vice President 
Al Gore, who had favored another candidate for the job 
(which he also wanted to reinvent), wanted an announce­
ment. So did Clinton; Panetta had his orders.

The president is the boss, but his aides are expected to 
shoulder the blame. Many of Clinton's acolytes have spent 
much of their careers doing just that. Examples run ram­
pant in David Maraniss’s impressive Clinton biography

. . !?»■

________________

some stage. ” says one insider 
Panetta, well liked and respect­
ed. has three bosses (the prey­
dent. the vice president ano t he 
first lady) —and that mean' he 
isn’t always in the room w*en 
decisions get made Theck'-<M 
thing to a consiglierr is G«'re. 
and some are now sniping ai hn 
political acumen When -n* 
boss is unhappy.’ saw one 'tfi 
cial, "the staff starts pom-.nt 
fingers." That’s OK. so 
the boss. After two sears n >. 
ever, a leader is responyhiT • • 
his staff.

The last thing the u * . 
House needs is a rex n at t • < 
competence issue, but he-r > 
is. Ironically, it comes at 
ment when Clinton 
ground on the ide. . f 
front-bashing the Rr-.- 
cans on crime, on ufjrr 
form, on the balanced h,.'.. 
amendment. Now that hr



White House Is Counting on Month s Delay to Dull Criticism of Nominee for Surgeon General
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Accreditation Group Requires Abortion Training for Obstetricians
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Ak-Mandi r Sangrr. Ihr {Mrstdrm 
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” ihr a< imn undmon-s ihr mrdi 
< al i oiiiinunil y's lung < iMiunrtirwni 
lu |Mi4«-<iing winmn'i taahhy by 
jiruvidMig a« i rss lu vale h gal mImm 

l«un. hr whI Ii ataa main * < Irar 
lhal almviiun it a Mandaid pari «rf 
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Ito tad»4» gruMg wMdai to-ferwd 
ihr i hongr m tor —aftdarto raateard 
law* — tmgMy haN Ihr 44* s tonr 
tor^alaK lhal atoalaa— atr
rrrmfard htUM maftmg Mhiiato ha 
alaalmm a—J alhri |M— iston

Ih l>Ntr.«|gi di R«rd lhal Ims graup 
was ••■-t< mg wislilulMms in mdiVMl 
uals "Nh insliliilNNi is n ifuiird by 
anylmdy In ullvi irsidriM y I ram 
mg." Im said 1 I fay dun I haw lu du 
anything limy haw ub|«xlmns 
alMMii

llndri Ihr irviM'd slandards. a 
irsidt nl willi iiMifal ur i< ligiuus <»b 

As hr Fusier prrparrd lu pay his 
first cuunesy calls m ihr Senate on 
Wrdmsday. While House uflicials 
said Ihry wuukJ take I heir lime in 
Hying lubuikl su|ipu«l for him lhey 
said Ihry would Mhrdule no muie 
Ilian sis meeinigs briwrrn Dr Fos 
irr and individual senators by 
week's end

“You |usi want a pace lhal works 
fur him," a wmior While House uffi 
cial said

And even as he begins his dour lu 
duui quesi fui mure suppurl. Dr 
Fuslrr's only visits Wednesday will 
lie with iwo declared ihampmns 
Mi Daschle and Senator Pally Mur 
ray. Drmutral of Washington Hui 
he is s< Im-dul<*d lo move un lhe nr si 
day lu meei u>iron<Mie with Senaiur 
I dwaid M Kennedy of Massat hu 
sells, Ihr i anting Dr mu rat un lhe 
coinmilire lhal will consider Dr 
Foster's nominal Min, and wiih lhe 
< uininiilee's < hair man, Senator
Nam y I andon Kassebaum. Br|>ubli 
tan of Kansas, who has ciilnurd 
While House handling of lhe nomina 
lion

A spokesman for Senator Kassr 
baum said today that she had re 
qursird "a very candid and open 
Jim ussmn" with Dr Fusle. and lhal

his m i md h id In l|» d luill MMMr id 

• II* llltllll .IMMHtol

lliil «h w was i « Ito* d by Sriialoi 

I <mh I list hit of Vtatlh Hatetna lite 

I•» iimm lain h ad* i whu said lhal hr 

aitol inIm i stif^MNiri » w« ir bnum 

mg iiMNt- iqilM .il ra« Ii day

Whil* iltr While Mumst hat nm yrl 
formally vrm ih numinaimn of Dr 
I ush-i lu iIm* Senate, officials em 
|4i.isi/rd that the President was de 
leiiniiM'd lu du so Ihry also said 
lhal ihry would nut press lhe F H I 
lu huiiy Hs backgiound chetk.

her •use lhe language a|proved ye» 
lerday had been dialled, rdmd and 
■greed lu by luwri level tommii 
tees lhe changes lake ellrr I nr st 
Jan I

Il was cumctdvnial. hr and ofli 
Cials of other medical groups said, 
lhal Ihr council s ar lam < a me as ll— 
While lluuve and I ongress were < ui 
lending wok qui slums abmil Ihr 

■burimn issue as M irlairs lu Prrsi 
dmi ( Imiun » nummrr lu be lhe nrw 
surgrtm grnrial Ihr nummalnm uf 
Dr Henry W I uairr Jr has Urm 
aiiathrd by abut lion uppuw^t. 
swt. r hr at hnuwb^ted pr« tot mang a 
numt—r af abut inwt m tav • year 
larrer as an ui’virsrMiaw gywrruto 

lt»d
IH t.MHwpp UKI ihr «ruu*i h«l 

iM-en more <umeinrd abuul i wising 
Ihr a< cirdiiaiNin slandards lu rod 
Ihr pcfir|rtiun lhal pros|M-»livr ub 
slrtrMians and gynr«ulugisis were 
imm rrquirtd lu undetgu "much of 
wh.H is now coming io be i ulhd 
gcnriahsi’s limning*' An ubslrlri 
tianui gyiM*< ologisl has lirrumr Ihc 
liisl d«Mlui many wum« n srr. hr

ter hrf abtorrtr M MM and gywarata 
gists m Wwv i oMi y untoad m edu 
I alaMi Ms— re iftr—s nerd to tamw 
torw to da tor tos tow al prwedwrra

The AMA rm|di4M/rd lhal it was
• com* idrm r lhal lln viar « amt* al a 
lime wta-n Dr I uslrr 's irtuid is m 
Ihr hradlmrs "AlMKinm is a b gal 
medn al prmhturr. lhe A M A said 
tn a slali n—m I in lhe safety uf 
pal—nis. ii is esM illiuI lhal |4iysi 
ctans pruvMJmg ateiNlmn srivnes 
are Iramrd and «tmi|Mleni Ihrie 
luce. Ihr AMA Im Im vt s Hus ir 
tyutrrmrrn is n**t essai y for Ihr 
hr*akh and writ Im wig of palN iils '

The numb* r u4 du* Im s avadaldr 
to prifurm alMNlMms has falh n by • 
prnrw »—< Itoa a*, .Mdwtg iu ihr 
Aten laMim— her InMMWv a rwm 
prwfn grwMp to— to—s •• m 4<*h •— 
rrptwd— inrr •swart tol »to yw •* rto 
■Be M MbnSrti ■ and arms aft<|y ir — 
to-—V pttopam* to— *««•«.»» Imu 

HMMUri atawium I* ***>.ty te*» to
• tenri to IJ per* ns haM what a was 
at twrs tto msanwtc says

Oar rrawun lur lhe det Imr m abut 
lion irammg is lhal fewer hirspii.ds 
air peilurming abuiiMNis IIm-l.ull 
mat hr i In si Hole found lhal htis|N 
lais pcuvtded only 7 pritrni uf alao 
Kuns in 1991 In I97J. lim y a< i uuni* d 
lur mure than half ul all abui Itutis in 
l>7J, accuumcd fur |usl 7 |M*iti ni of 
■burl tuns in 1*12
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lhe change also had Ihr suppurl of 
ihr AmcrMan Medical Association, 
unr ul the councils live pa mH or 
ganiialtuns
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Ih. Iihh wi«h iblay was de 
. I ill* .1 by U bile Hinim* aules today 
............  s-.ai > in I* I lite I rd* tai Hu
i. hi ul Invi siigatHNi i omplrir Hs 
• lu * k uno l»i I osiri s bat hgiuuiMl 
Hui ih* y also inadr i Irai lhal Ihry 
aim iioi at .dl uiiliaiqiy abuul sm h a 
A til III* |M I Hltl

hull Id. ai«les lu PrrsidriM < I ml un 
ill uh I leal lhal they tM-|irvrd lhal 
In lu.iei s pius|M*<ts fur wiiiiiing 
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nl Si ii.i|« IhiniMials haw vum rd 
•ii|i|hiii l«ii Di I osier sum e Picsi 
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loday. Ihr While House chief of 
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In vi <1 lhal muie senators were now 
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70%

As you prtjbjfily know. Or. Fosttf has otvan diffsnrrt sccountt al trw 
number al abortions he has pertomeo. Do you think th a reprwans a taa I
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Don t know/no answer | •% I
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ol truthfulness on Dr. Fosters part, or |ufl innocent misxtatamena’

33% 
143%

From page A1

i and chairman of the committee 
that will hold the confirmation 

I heanngs
Mrs Kassebaum, who has com­

plained about White House han- 
' dling of the nomination, had no

I
i
I 
I
I

Lac* of vurrfuirwM ■

Just innocent mastatements HHi 

Not enough information 111% 

Don t know no answer ■ 13%

W
*noto by CM* Ow»a wa»/w^or 

Jesse Jackson talks yesterday 
about his White House meeting

still, I don't know"
The episode illustrates the pres­

sure pro-life Christians are put­
ting on Mr. Dole and the discom­
fort it would cause him to allow the 
confirmation of a pro-choice gyne­
cologist who has performed abor­
tions

The nomination will not be for­
mally sent to Congress until the 
FBI completes a background in­
vestigation of Dr Foster Adminis­
tration officials have said that 
could take four or five weeks.

The White House continued its 
offensive in support of the nomi­
nee yesterday, saying the delay 
works to his advantage, allowing 
senators to get to know Dr Foster 
better

Patrick J Griffin. White House 
legislative director, said President 
Clinton would publicly fight for his 
embattled nominee.

"Once they understand this man 
individually and what he's done in 
terms of teen-age pregnancy, 
which is why the president was so 
interested in him. I think it is going 
to be compelling, and I'm confi 
dent we will be successful in the 
end." Mr Griffin said in an inter 
view with The Washington Times

Michael McCurry, presidential 
spokesman, said the White House 
is hopeful of confirmation He 
noted that several Democrats have 
come out in favor of the 61 year- 
old doctor from Nashville Tenn

Dr Foster also paid visits » 
Sens Arlen Specter, a pro-choice 
Pennsylvania Republican, Bar­
bara Mikulski, Maryland Demo-

Which comei doser to your yitw?

Dt Foster s crecioiuty has suharw so 
much that President Onton should 

withdraw h<s nominaton 
O' Foster deserves a *mi hearing so that 

the Senate can decide whether to contirm 
h<s nomination

Don t know/no answer | 3%

"There is an unde* 
agenda being drne" f 
publican cadre, there » no 
non about that " Mr da. •».- w c 
after a 45-minute mee-.ng -
White House
• Laurie Kellman 
this report

that fair-minded peup.e • 
him that chance

Just a week af'e* ■ 
House memberscra-,ru •. 
ism was driving me Her 
the Ret Jesse Jac»w.r c < 
White House yes'erdu -a 
are hiding their d.»y - -a • 
titudes behind cia:m» . 
ter isn't an honest ca-d.dw »

■ •

* . tee

I wiui| ui tut uuiuiiiauvu, tiou siv 
! comment after the meeting But 
! she said hearings would be in early 
j April at the soonest
' Dr. Foster s nomination first hit 
i troubled waters when it was re­

vealed that he had performed 
abortions in his gynecological 
practice

Several senators and staffers 
speculated that if the nomination 
got through committee. Senate 
Majonry Leader Bob Dole. Kansas 
Republican, who is expected to 
run for president and is wooing the 
conservative Christian vote, would 

I be unwilling to let the nomination 
I come to the floor unless he could 

kill it
Clarkson Hine, spokesman for 

Mr Dole, said the nomination will 
be treated like any other

"Right from the start, Sen Dole 
said the nomination is in trouble 
because of the credibility prob­
lem." Mr Clui k.Min said last night 

The "credibility problem" re- 
-s to a series of differing slate- 
.•nts the White House and Dr 

Foster have made about the num­
bers of abortions he has per­
formed

Ralph Reed, head of the Chris­
tian Coalition, earlier this week 
praised Mr Dole for writing a let­
ter to the Clinton administration 
urging that the nomination be 

| withdrawn He said the action 
i would help Mr Dole pick up pro­

family votes' in his bid for pres­
ident
- Mr Dole's office said it w as "un­
aware" of any such letter

Michael Russell, a spokesman 
for Mr Reed, said yesterday that 
Mr Reed had 1)600 mistakenly in­
formed by someone on Mr. Dole's 
etaff that such a letter had been 
tent.

“We were under the impression 
from a staffer that letter had 
gone." Mr Russell said "It may

An Associatad Press poll of 1.008 adult Americans on the nomination 
of Dr Henry W Foster Jr to be surgeon general was conducted Feb
10-14 by ICR Survey Research Group of Media. Pa Margin of error 3 
percentage points Due to rounding, sums may not total 100

Do you support or opposg Dr. Harry W. Foster Jr. to be surgeon geneni?

■ M%
Oppose 123%

Not enough rtormauon 23%
Oon t know/no answer M13%

Jo you think the tact that Dr. Foster has portormsd abortions should 
disqualify him from senring as surgeon general?_________________

22%

x.-at and Edward Kennedy, a Mas­
sachusetts Democrat

Mr Specter said Dr Foster is 
still a v ;able nominee

I think that putting the nomina­
tion on nold so to speax. is helping 
Foster Mr Specter said 1 think 
because he wasn t knocked out of 
>ne bos initially, it helps him "

Mr Kennedy said Dr Fosters 
record on pre-.entive health care 
for women and children, reducing 
infant mortality, reducing teen­
age pregnancv and training physi­
cians make him a strong nominee

He deserses a chance to be 
heard at a confirmation hearing," 
Mr Kennedy said I am confident
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Senate hearings 
on Dr. Foster
put off till April
GOP sees choice as doomed

r *

Commerce Secretary Ron Brown A3

would get out of comnunee, Mr. 
Ajhcroft, who serves on the labor

set FOSTER, page A15

bor committee "
Sen. John Ashcroft, Missouri 

Republican, who has previously 
said little about the Foster nomina­
tion, yesterday predicted that it 
would be withdrawn by the White 
House before committee hearings.

Asked whether the nomination 

panel, said, “I would say this may 
not get to the committee, if I had 
to rate the likelihood here."

Dr Foster met for 30 minutes 
yes terday with Sen. Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum. Kansas Republican 

By Nancy E Roman 
and Paul Bedard 
T*e WASHINGTON Times

Brown probe
The Justice Department is 
consioenng an mdeoendent counsel 
lor cnmmai allegations agamstSenate confirmation hearings 

for embattled surgeon general 
nominee Dr Henry W. Foster Jr. 
yesterday were delayed until April 
"at the earliest,” while GOP sen­
ators said publicly and privately 
that the nomination appears 
doomed.

Under the best-case scenario, 
there will be a bruising fight in the 
Senate Labor and Human Re­
sources Committee over the nomi­
nation and then it will die on the 
floor, a senior Senate aide close to 
the process said yesterday

"This nomination is dead, and 
the White House has come to that 
realization.” said the aide. "They 
are hearing from members, and 
the reality of the ma’tter is in the 
best-case scenano there is going 
to be a contentious fight in the la-
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CheckingA
vital signs
of the(

nomination

nabtly >u 
taHiMtfwi
quaUMnc

don distnbubon for teens, and

number suggests s< 
ment, if not shame,

moralh •rong. but are property 
Mt outside the law The fact they
are not lUegaJ does not legiunuze

'•s

b I

Meet pro-abortion activists are 
laaa extreme, simply arguing that 
the procedure is legal, so whatt

nons remain a% ailaNe AM ae 
a people, and the Sen— ea — 
representauves. sbOMM evert — 
them against Dr Fba—

ilization of mentally retarded 
women. None of these controver­
sies bring credit to the nominee

work with Upjohn Pharmaceuticai 
Co. to develop a new abortion pslL 
views about sex education and con-

fl®

o®n'ffl

The most important issue, how­
ever. is that Dr. Foster did perform 
abortions, whether few or many 
The mere fact Dr. Fbster suffered a 
convenient memory loss about the 
number suggests some embarr— 
ment. if not shame, over his actxxas. 
The administration's mad scramble 
to finalize the count and label oppo­
nents as "extremists" indicates that 
the president, despite his protesta­
tions to the contrary, also womee 
about people bebeving abortion to 

[ be a disqualification for office
This, naturally, has the pro-abor-

the poaraw law as legislan ve enact- 
tnrau are known Certain things, 
hae murder theft and fraud, are 
purushed because they are widely 
acanoa tedged to be immoral Other 
acoons — sey adultery — are also

Doug Bcndow a wnuv

appointment Ano me senate con- 
tinues to have more than sufficient 
cause to reject Dr. Fbster.

Perhaps the least of Dr Fbsterk 
1 problems is his veracity Did he 
i perform one abornon? A dozen’ 

Was it 39’ Or hundreds? At best, his 
memory is suspect. More Ukely, tus 
truthfulness quotient ran a bn low 

! this month
But then, dissembling is nothing 

new in government. While Dr Fos­
ter's tarnished start would hinder 
his ability to man the bully pulpit of 
surgeon general, this kind of taint 
has become depressingly common 
in Washington.

Also swirling around Dr. Foster

s media attention has shifted 
away from President Clin­
ton’s choice of Dr Henry 

__  Foster to be surgeon gen­
eral, administration officials say the 
nomination's chances are improv­
ing. But appearances may be 

1 deceiving, the Southern Baptist 
i Convention, America's largest 

Protestant denomination, has just 
come out in opposition to the 
appointment And the Senate con-

. M.-W W VKB.V • ■ ■ ■ ■
are quesnons involving his nes w 
Planned Parenthood, a federally 
subsidized pro-abortion lobby.

!* •

ill fl

criminal actioos by others, not mold 
sinners' souls

The Supreme Court has made it 
unlikely that abortioo will ever 
again be prohibited by -rw even 
though abortion imAJves the tsJong 
of another life The judiciary > pen­
non does not. however, mean ter­
minating a pregnancy — a 
euphemism for lolling the unborn 
—should be viewed as good moral 
or acceptable The issue is not 
choice, since choice is oerciaM 
when people have sex Rather the 
issue is responsibility a w-Ulmgneaa 
to accept the natural consequences 
of voluntarily having sex For ’he 
putative parents to destroy the 
product of a sexual unson becauae 
it is unplanned, a girt or otheonae 
inconvenient, is wrong Fbr a Sor 
tor to become the means of dootruc 
non is also wrong

Indeed. Dr Fbster huneetf sevs '1 
abhor abortion" He adds Tb me 
abortion is failure'Moreover Prow 
■dent Clinton has long sasd he •atKs 
abortion to be "rare "

Well, one way to demenerr— 
abhorrence of abortxei and maae a 
rare is to apply social lanmena 
against those who perfam «. Pi tor 
instance, disfavoring the* •xa t 
comes to public rewaraa. uae tod 
eral appointments Dr Rnwr a— 
be a smart professMnai. c*a*e** 
doctor, and kind buman be*g •* 
he has devoted part of baa ma*c* 
career to taking life, and toss • 
morally, if not legally wrong Mr 
this reason, he should — sarw * 
surgeon general.

Abortion is truly a ciaab ef rw 
oncilable absolutes. Um ue sri 
debate of our day Iron th**n 
legal sanctions igaiae» a—rm­
may be imperrrussibto. anral —w

the tag deal’ The National Abortion 
and Reproductive Rights Action 
Langue warned against "isolating 
and demonizing doctors who pro­
vide a legal medical service" In 
*art. the law becomes the defim- 
aen to morality

And that's the wy h has long 
been ■ Washington If you aren't 
**csed. you proclaim yourself to 
be indicated If you aren't con- 
nc*d. you declare yourself to be 
certified innocent If you aren't 
found to have transgressed one sec- 
ban ar another of the U-S Code, you 
assert that you deserve wealth, 
acdansi and position.

But moral standards transcend 
the poBtrro law as lepslatr 
menu are known Certau

ft

issued a statement complaining 
that Dr Fosters "equivocation and 
pob&caJ cowardice in the face of 
cnocism for doing what is legal 
is inappropriate " Tb not forth- 
ngbtly support the principle of 
oiling the unborn is. in its view, dis-

1
I'.-
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**X»C Or *au 0 Fr»rw^ Tn» <■».> ^pr TiDr. Henry W. Potter Jr. walks through the Caprtoi to vtsrt Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle, a support

__ . AS Z-IMf

White House ready to fight
Foster battle oh abortion issue
By Paul Bedard 
>X TWtt

nancy and that Dr Foater u th*

viser George Stephanopouloe alao

U., mr. oiepnenopouroa laxi wtiat the hearing! are for. I want 
my record.

tn just the lart 48 hours I have

«.».c5i>.7sws3
•ittWft,.Su^h^'S^r^,  ̂ fane proposals would hurt teen-age strand e£rXX£ pS

nauin has sharply criticized the mothers and probably lead to suseest that > mjn m

nominaHM*e?ndhaH?llnS n •boro““ benefit! are cut 38-vear career » d.^nny..^;
nomination and the differing for unwed teen: having children. reer in medicine huSZTi 

« the Repubbcan X S f^t^ J

™ » *«~r the

Y.

A

•ie

* -3 * j

Mr. Daschle, Dr. Foster said: 
“There's a lot of lies out there But

I <

whole life'! work, see me in toto "
Mr Daschle laid “I am con- — 

vinced once they do. you are going sentences from hi! writing! out ot

"Clearly just takrnghneeout of

The White House charged yes­
terday that troubled surgeon gen­
eral nominee Henry W Foster Jr. 
has been sabotaged by extremist 
“fax attacks" and warned that „u.w.„ 
GOP welfare reform plans will and other centrist! will be crucial 
_„U------------------------ . , - - 

chance of winning confirmation in 
the Republican-led Senate At this 
moment, no Republicans are en- 

------------------------.  tbusiastic about Dr Foiter’s
let abortion become the focus of chances.

’ B

welfare bills, even as we re getting 
thia attack on the one hand, many 
people have stated, and I think ift 
at least a reasonable argument, 

their more draconian cutoff! of aid 
•0 pregnant teen-agers will be 
more abortions, not fewer abor- 
txxu." be said.

Mr Stephanopoulos said the 

drttete to Dt>oiter','NiSvii^

* w

Mr Stephanopoulos conceded 
that “bad staff work" contributed 
to Dr. Foster's problems but said 
“let's get to the bearing! and have 
the real debate." 

Dr Foster'i critics have accused

At his meeting yesterday with former head of MehTr^
’ n—"• r  CoUege of misstatingthe Dumber

?(. •.b?rnon’ he Performed 

sterilizing retarded women 

But Mr. Stephanopoulos said 
critics have distorted Dr fosui'i 
record and used inflammaaory 
■ ■■* *.»» w _ , _ 1_ 1  ___ • _ _ j

context to attack the noaunano* 
“Oearly just taking lines out of 

arpdes and starting a fax anack m 

President Clin tor’i top poiiocai 
1 - cm-

i

awaiting more information
Sen. John D RockefeUer TV 

Wen Virginia Democrat, said Dr. 
Foster would be helped by the 
slower pace the White House has

ton.
Tbday, he meets with Sen. Nancy 

Landon Kassebaum. Kansas Re-

straaxn and extremist when peopAe 
auggest that a man who* got a 
ZW . ■» M »-- — - - — JS _
reer in medicinerhai'b  ̂a p^ 

neer m effort! to fight tern prw 
nancy who's had a distinguiAed 
career as a medical admmstrMK, 
as an obstetrician and gynecnto- 
gist, should be disqualified fra« 

cause he's performed legal sbor 
oom That is an extremist W 
he said.

If abortion is to be the focus of 
the Foster debates, that ! Hne with 
the president. Mr Stephanopculoo

#.'i

Jr

nomination and the differing 
counts of the abortion! Dr. Footer 
has performed.

Some Democratic senators are 
refusing to commit on the nomina­
tion. “It’s a rocky, rocky road " said 
Sen. John B Breaux. Louisiana 
Democrat “Myself and other sen­
ator! still have concerns"

Democratic Sens Richard C 
Bryan of Nevada. Bob Graham of 
Florida and Joseph I Lieberman

support for Dr. Foster and are

Ttenn., teen pregnancy prevention 
program, 1 Have a Future That 
program preaches abstinence but 
distributes condoms

. ------------------------ He said the White House is
sought for consideration of his deeply concerned about teen preg- 
nomination nancy and that Dr Foster is the

Support from these Democrats best choice to fight it.

to Dr Foster if he is to have apush poor women to have more
abortions.

Senior White House political ad-
i“— 1
said the White House is willing to
I a. > *   v   — A

the debate over Dr. Foster
th*t Daschle, Dr Foster Mid: CoUege of nusstaanTthe

CiUY Unt^' ;Th*r''‘ * lo’Of be5 ou' But of •Portions he haJ perforaJJ
c.p *hr What U?u 1 “ goul* ® h*v' my d**' th*t “ h*ve 1110 cnCozed him far

wh*1. h“™«* « for. I want sterilizing retarded women.

editors of The Washington Times.
Dr Foster, 61, made courtesy

calls yesterday on two Democratic -----------------------~ « .vma
supporters: Senate Minonty Lead- to be a successful nominee I think

07 Dakota m just the last 48 hours I have
and Sen. Patty Murray of Washing- witnessed a turnaround in the ___  

strength of. in public suppan for wrong," be said, 
your nomination “ JTssidsit Ciu, um . » pou

Mr Stephanopoulo! suggested adviser also said Dr Foster!

the obstetncian-gynecologist and



OB-GYN trainees Son’t 
have to learn abortion

CHICAGO (Reuters) — Doctors 
in training who are opposed to 
abortion on moral grounds do not 
have to undergo training in the 
procedure, the medical accred­
itation council said yesterday in 
clarifying its controversial recom­
mendation earlier this week.

The council’s recommendation 
that resident gynecologists and 
obstetricians receive training in 
abortion procedures tnggered an 
angry response from pro-life ad­
vocates.

"The Accreditation Council for 
Graduate Medical Education's re­
cent recommendation in no way 
forces or coerces any individual or 
institution to perform abortion. 
Any resident who holds any moral 
or religious objection to abortion 

is allowed to be excused from the 
training requirement," John Gie­
napp, the council's executive di­
rector, said in a statement.

Mr Gienapp said the uproar led 
him to clarify the council's posi­
tion and assure teaching hospitals 
where abortions are not per­
formed that residents wishing the 
training can be sent elsewhere to 
get it.

Teaching hospitals need the 
council’s accreditation to qualify 
for federal funding. The recom­
mendation was designed “to ad­
dress the need for enhanced edu­
cation in the provision of primary 
and preventive health care for 
women by obstetricians and gyne­
cologists," the council’s statement 
said.
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scheduled for broadcast today, re

posing Dr. Foster, a man with a

S&Xls’SiT or
The Kansas Republican, speak- Si^^.SUrprisedlfhed,dget Kmocratic^^nrc^i?™.andThe Kansas Republican, speak-
g on ABC-TV’c ••'Tki,’tit-TT „ senators will vote onThis Week,”

nomination if it becomes cter Dr Xhlve <jncI'udin« Democrats' tion, Fl?pass^SVfo™ ®termina- 
'h~-' “

to divide Republicans." SfX d°n t want » vote for him.' nomm^nn presidentlal
tai^Jr Clinton "makes a grave mis- said Sin thJ ’±^2 ~e ,^e tT^nTO D^;

a good

ter chamman of a commission

about how

in thisisas- 
are op-

confirmed.” *” u,a 8et
Mr. Clinton also criticized law-umrUOn,be ^Skm"

~ ™Pb0X to sIander llro-|ife activists
.. Fre’Ment Clinton is making a H.f°r brMdca!l M»>-. re-

Democratic
Dr Foster.
tinnWrmn 1 m?ke that determina- 
rhJ “ PlSlt??e.lnfo™ation on to

are trying to do is

Dr Foster’s nomination ran into ^u«ht 10 avo«d a
trouble after it was revealed that aboni°". Pomtmg
2US"2K! obstotrician-gyne- SIn^?

mtroduce a huge debate i..’G,“ 
country over abortion rights 
which you really don’t need"

~ from Dr.
Wute House on the number of 

he had Performed 
The White House, however 

serting that Republicans

ter well and “I think he’s t,

.nfan^mali? ' C°m,n‘Mi°" «"
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take when he refers t^pro-LZe  ̂
add^5 85 extremists” Mr. Dole
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The president, in an interview



OP-ED  Wnoljinqton (Times

we send to the young. It’s now 
arguable that welfare for unmar-

sat-

SS±±tSS!SS±!±!! “^"■HismessageiseasUytai
opportunity to express "tolerance’- 
— —— Warsaw*

Republicans shouldn’t want to

makes the moral the exception, 

or not, contribute to sadness, horror

ried teen-age girls has made it eas­
ier for them to get pregnant. A 
corollary is that abortion also 
makes it easier for young women to 
engage in casual sexual relations, 
for young men to abandon them to 
abortion.

Thus the painful — and unnec­
essary — contradiction of the 
appointment to surgeon general 
of an abortionist who preaches 
abstinence. Fbr all the undoubted 

man for the position this lias

of the issue begin to discuss the 
nomination of Dr. Fbster as “appro­
priate” or “inappropriate” — at 
worst, "politically stupid,” at best, 
"politically naive." Even those who 
want to fight for the doctor empha-

Suzanne
Fields

also “abhor abortion."
r— •

seems to me, benefit from this con-
I . ’ :
for how awful abortion really is,
strengthening the moral, if not nec-

„ I arguments
was against it. Discrimination and dis- 

cernment are added to the polling abstinence? is Tmpossi’ble*4 when

bortion has become one of the 
most divisive words in the 

 —tation’s vocabulary. It was not 
always so

Before Roe vs. Wade, abortion 
was spoken of mostly in whispers, 
usually introducing the fear of both 

God and govern­
ment. Visual 
images of an 
abortion were 
absent Abortion 
was too rare, too 
remote for most

rats exhibited toward Robert Casey, 
then-governor of Pennsylvania, at 
their 1992 convention when he was 
not allowed to speak because he, 
opposing abortion, wouldn’t say the 
approved thing. Since Roe vs Wade 
is the law of the land, debate and 
argument might refine the moral 
and the legal for everyone

That’s why conservatives are 
winning on this issue Abortion is 
legal, but the states are more or less 
free to place restrictions on it The 
will of the people can work closer to 
home where distinctions can be 
more closely drawn.

Harder to “refine" is the mess^e

The social conservatives, it

K”? ^.7“? T*68 th?,case good he has doAeThe cannot'be the 

man for the position this has 
become.

What he could do in Tennessee, 
with a small program pushing 

magnified on the larger national 
screen: His message is easily lost in 
the moral blur of abhorrence 
become acceptance. That makes 
him a dismally ineffective candi­
date.

Before Roe vs. Wade, 
ken of

Trapped in a moral dilemma
A bZA rr

or confront.
Legalization
changed all that, where I grew up, it was inconceiv-
creating repeti- lIL, _ 1. , ..
tious pictures of were ever legal that in a single year

---- — - - — —— — aaav* wr M WB VJX/a u 1CU 1  
not look at. Soar- live births. But it’s happened
ing rates of abor- - • - ■ 

tion cheapen the fundamental
issues of life and birth. The moral
inhibition which disallowed abor- „1W uuaicu «_ian
tion, except for certain mental and nominated to be surgeon general
physical exceptions, was reduced to The White House was initially sat-
commonplace surgery which isfied when it was thought that Dr. 
makes the moral the exception. r„„. „lliy
Abortions late in a pregnancy, legal abortion. The White House
or not, contribute to sadness, horror r - - -
___________ e»ndefe„ders tf Sg-a|-.ton M.’Ss'.h’.ns^.TfEs;'?

 „ ;----------------- toons become squeamish when talk- i--------*- —
Suzanne rields, a columnist for ing about 39 or 700

r?' teputtlicans shouldn’t want to
J and wrong, politicians on both sides show the intolerance the Democ-

The Washington Times, is nationally

here Monday anil Thursday.

nancy. Once a discusslop of abor-

story about a woman, usually mar- abortion WUS 
mostly in whispers, 
usually introducing the

and outrage.
In the 1950s, women who had

abortions were afraid of the moral
stigma, what it said about them
both as sexual and moral beings
The memories of it recalled both
physical and emotional pain.
Women also worried about how an 
abortion would affect a future preg­
nancy. Once a discussion of abor­
tion got started, there was always a
f A H - - - _ — --___A “

ried, often a distant cousin or emo- 
tionally troubled aunt, who died

of us t0 cons'der from one because the abortion was
the work of a butcher.

fear of both God and
able, as it were, that if abortion gOVemment.

what we’d rather there would te niore ator’t'.o,;? ?h^ ----------- - --------------------------------------------

Nuber® d,? cb?n^e Perspec- size that while they like him, they 

lives, despite the Clinton adminis- r1-- -------L
tration’s defense of Henry W. Fbs­
ter Jr., the Nashville obstetrician

physical exceptions, was reduced to The White House was initially

Foster had performed only one essarily the legal 
atwwtaran TVi« ___ . ...
even prepared to defend a dozen’

r - /______
toons become squeamish vThen talk-
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A*BOMBS: “I abhor abortions. To me abortion is failure,” Foster said. But his history made the topic an issue before hearings own besom

■ POLITICS

SURGICAL STRIKE
Wrangling over Henry Foster’s abortion record puts the Clinton nominee at riskI

By ELIZABETH GLOCK

B
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EFORE HEADING OVER TO THE OLD 
Executive Office Building for a 
joint press conference with Ger­
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl last

I week. President Clinton met pri­
vately with several top aides, as

usual, to discuss what questions might arise 
and what his answers should be. Once again
in the middle of a debacle in the making— 
this time over the suddenly controversial
nomination of Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr.

claiming the nomination dead on ami.al­
and the Clinton Administration humiliated 
once again. The ghosts of botched Clinton 
nominees past-Zoe Baird, Lam Guimer 
Bobby Ray Inman-seemed to float 
through the White House halls "iou can t 
help but wonder if there isn't someone 
malting decisions who is trying to destros it 
from within,” admits a disgusted Demo­
crat. “Could there be a mole5"

Almost as soon as Clinton settled on F " 
ter, whose “I Have a Future" program t<>: 
pregnant teenagers dovetails «ith the V: 
ministration’s plans for a national nttutne

turned to his advisers and asked, “How do I 
answer the question that either this guy’s ly­
ing or I've got an incredibly inept White 
House staff?”

Unfortunately, neither response is 
pretty-though the President chose the 
latter. Even as Clinton was reaffirming his 
support for his nominee, even as Foster 
was tallying and retallying the number of 
abortions he has performed in his career as 
an obstetrician-gynecologist in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and making public appear­
ances to plead his cause, behind the scenes 

for Surgeon General-an irritated Clinton those inclined to support Foster were pro-
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haps sterilized severely retarded
women.
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senior aide says that Clinton did know Foster 
had performed abortions but that the Presi­
dent had decided that fact—and his pro­
choice stance-would simply not be a prob­
lem. “We incorrect!)' assumed that if you had 
a candidate like Foster with impeccable cre­
dentials, we would weather any attack from 
the nght-to-lifers," the aide explains. “We 
bebeved there wouldn’t be a fire storm be­
cause the Repubbcan majority doesn’t want 
to have this fight’

In theory, that reasoning makes sense. 
During the mid-term elections, C.O.P. lead­
ers let such potentially divisive issues as 
abortion fade into the background as welfare 
reform and the Republican economic agen­
da grabbed headlines and votes. There is no 
mention of abortion in the “Contract with 
America," and Gingrich made it clear, in his 
first few weeks as Speaker, that he hoped to 
sidestep the issue. The White House bun­
gling, however, has given Republicans an ir­
resistible opportunity to appease the anti­
abortion crowd on the ground that they were 
deceived. As Christian Coalition head Ralph 
Reed puts it, “This nomination is dead. It is 
not about ideology. It's about competence."
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on teen pregnancy, the nomination was in 
jeopardy. On Jan. 28, Senator Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum of Kansas, a pro-choice Republi­
can and chair of the Senate Labor and Hu­
man Resources Committee, which will over­
see the confirmation hearings, asked Health 
and Human Services Secretary Donna Sha- 
lala whether Foster had ever performed 
abortions. Shalala said she did not know but 
would look into the matter. Later 
that week, Shalala told Kassebaum 
that Foster had said he performed 
“only one abortion." Quickly, that 
number was revised up, and up 
again, to 39, according to Foster, 
and 700, according to antiabortion 
groups, which also revealed that 
Foster had conducted clinical trials 
on an abortion drug in 1981 and per-

nedy and Patrick Leahy has been notice­
ably tepid, and Joseph Biden grumped 
publicly that Clinton should withdraw Fos­
ter’s nomination; then he flip-flopped and 
said he would reserve judgment

Too late perhaps, White House adnsers 
decided to try to make the charged pobbcs of 
abortion work for them. Though some con­
cede they would have preferred to sa\e a de­
fining battle over abortion for the 1996 presi­
dential campaign, the Presidents inner 
circle hopes at least to inflict pain on the Re­
publicans by forcing the debate now “We 
stumbled into the fight, but now that we re in 
it, we see that it’s a fight we want to have.' 
says an aide. “[It] will speak wofumes about 
who controls the Repubbcan Parts' He 
adds, “We may not win it. but it's worth 
pointing out that one side of the parts-the 
nght-to-lifers-are leading the Republicans 
by the nose" Christian Coalition leader Reed 
plunged into this strategy by dedanng last 
Friday that—for his 1.5 rrulbon members- 
abortion would be a litmus-test issue in 1996.

By week's end, the White House had sent 
Foster out to defend himself-though not.

I out to anvone

ft

.5^ . :
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by the White House and hhs. Barely uttenng j' he can His initial efforts on Foster s behalf 
A i-lJ__  « . *» ; 1

day that “the most disturbing thing ... is the
quality of the staff work. After two years, how
could they be this grotesquely wrong and
stumble into a fight of this proportion?” Sen­
ate majority leader and presidential hopeful
Bob Dole, while not announcing full opposi-

ft My life’s work has been dedicated to making sure
young people don’t have to face the choice of abortion.^

One thing that has observers be­
wildered is how the White House
could have put forward Foster’s
nomination without getting the
abortion issue squared away in ad­
vance. “It wasn’t the first question,
and it was closer than it should have
been to the last, but it was asked," a
senior White House official told
Time about the vetting process.
Why anyone believed even for a lit­
tle while that the pro-choice Foster
in 30 years of medical practice could
have managed to perform only one
abortion is another mystery. Pri­
vately, some officials are implicating
Shalala and hhs aides for not ques­
tioning Foster’s initial response.

Wherever the blame belongs, a STR AIGHT TALK: In program, leans loam why not to got pregnant

tion to Foster, said that “if it gets any worse,
they probably shouldn't send [the nomina­
tion] up here."

Before the Foster controversy blew up—
and gave them a common enemy—the abor­
tion issue was threatening to scatter and dis­
tract the c.O.P. Both the Roman Catholic
Church and the National Right to Lafe Com­
mittee recently declared their opposition to
the part of the Repubbcan welfare bill that
calls for cutting off aid to pregnant teens be­
cause they fear it will encourage abortions.
“There is a concern that it will increase the
likelihood that poor women, including teen
moms, may see few options besides aborting
their child, particularly if there is a prohibi­
tion on increasing benefits for additional
children bom to women who are already
welfare recipients," says Patncia King, policy
adviser for health and welfare issues for the
U.S. Catholic Conference. And even those
conservatives who insist that private chari­
ties can help fill the void left by welfare ac­
knowledge that existing facilities must be
dramatically expanded.

Until the welfare debate begins in ear- uui to oereno mms
nest, however, it is left to the President to i Washington insiders point

J
■n-
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2^ere has been a tragic level °f p001-staffing j move his back away from the wall as best

the A word, Gingnch told reporters last Fn- were hesitant. To many pro-choice advo­
cates, he was uncomfortably slow in re­
membering to mention that abortion is in 
fact a legal procedure, but by the end of the 
week he was offering a more spirited de­
fense of his nominee. But key support from 
such Democratic Senators as Edward Ken-
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Where Can Pregnant Teens Turn?
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motherhood: unwed teens and welfare mothers having additional children. 
Could the centers make up the difference if, as Newt proposes, welfare benefits 

to such women were cut back? “Abso­
lutely not," says Linda Cochrane, exec-

WOMAN ENTERING THE CRISIS PREGNANCY CENTER, IN A MODERN M EDICAL 
building in Poughkeepsie, New York, is greeted by a staff member seated 
behind a sliding glass window who hands her a clipboard with forms to fill
out. In the bathroom, a chrome-and-glass cart holds a medicine jar full of 

cotton. But this is no doctor’s office. The center-affiliated with the Christian Ac­
tion Council’s Care Net, a nonprofit organization based in Sterling, Virgima- 
has no staff members with medical training. Rather, any woman who drops by is 
offered a free over-the-counter pregnancy test and a good dose of antiabortion 
counseling using plastic fetuses, pamphlets and videos.

If she’s financially distressed and not already on welfare-as half the C.P.C. 
clients are-she will be tutored in applying for afdc and food stamps. "We find 
that women don’t even know what welfare assistance is available now," says 
Judy Brown, general counsel of Care Net "We act as a referral system."

This, then, is where the goals of the antiabortion movement collide headon 
with the Gingrich agenda. The volunteers at roughly 3,000 crisis pregnancy cen­
ters nationwide (465 of them sponsored by Care Net) are promoting childbirth 
among the very women the Contract with America hopes to discourage from

and 22.
The Care Net staff is almost entirely 

volunteer and operates on a shoestring, 
the Poughkeepsie center’s annual bud­
get is $59,000. Staff members must un­
dergo 14 to 24 hours of in-house train­
ing before they can advise pregnant 
women. The pregnancy center does

,T center. "What clients get from the gov- 

| What the center does provide is 
; used baby and maternity clothes, toys, 
1 diapers and formula. "They call you 

and say, 'Do you need any stuff?’ " says 
Cindy Raabe, a pregnant 22-year-old 
single mother of two. "I Jove this 
place." Last year counselors at the 
Poughkeepsie center saw about 850 
women, most between the ages of 15

We’D have to be more assertive.” -ByUzabetfiGMick. ffeporWBr 
GuMoi-aawWr. Aadrw SacAa'PougMMSMte

’ nvfc, MJd I Jinn CACV-

i utive director of the Poughkeepsie 
* • an« M .«• .* _a

; emment far exceeds what we provide " 
I* ___J___ _____

Judy CMk. Erector at the Marietta
cenaer, heMa a demomtretion fetus

not dapenae information about birth control, other than a brochure about nat­
ural family planning."

But Harmed Parenthood’s Leslie Sebastian, who has monitored these unli­
censed renters, warns that they have a history of deception. As the result of a 
1991 congressional investigation, the Yellow Pages Publishers Association 
agreed to divide listings into "abortion providers” and "abortion altematnes," 
but thia does not always work. “The way the ad read, I didn’t know a Chnsnan 
woman would be on the other end of the phone," says a 40-year-old woman who 
called Cobb Pregnancy Services in Marietta, Georgia (which is not a Care Net 
facility), looking for an abortion. "I told her I didn’t call to get a lecture “ (This 
woman dsd vmt Cobb and decided to keep her baby.) According to Sebastian.

who will actually decide his fate. The doctor 
appeared first on arc’s Night/ine-“a pretty 
dignified public forum,” in the words of an 
Administration source. As a sign of support. 
Administration officials insisted that host 
Ted Koppel interview Foster in the White 
House, when Lam Guinier found herself 
fighting to save her nomination as head of 
the civil rights division of the Justice Depart­
ment in 1993, she appeared on Nightline 
against Administration wishes. Foster also 
spoke last Friday with members of die Con­
gressional Black Caucus and with medical 
students at George Washington University. 
“I believe in the right of a woman to choose," 
he told the students. “And I also support the 
President’s belief that abortions should be 
safe, legal and rare. The irony of the debate is 
that my life’s work has been dedicated to 
making sure young people don’t have to face 
the choice of abortion.”

The wisest thing to do may be to let 
Foster’s record speak for itself. For in many 
ways, according to those who have worked 
with him, Foster seems an ideal candidate 
for Surgeon General. He 
was one of President Bush’s 
“Points of Light”—a man 
who has spent most of his 
career tending to the poor in 
the inner city of Nashville 
and preaching abstinence to 
teenagers. In 1987, as chief 
of the obstetrics and gyne­
cology department at Me- 
harry Medical CoDege, 
where he is now acting di­
rector, he started the “I
Have a Future” program in 
two housing projects near 
the hospital. The program, 
says director Lorraine 
Greene, offers participants
art, dance and creative writ­
ing lessons, computer and 
vocational training, and counseling. "You 
haxe to get young people to want to delay 
pregnancy by making it unattractive because 
they’ve got so much to look forward to,” 
Greefie explains.

Foster’s confirmation hearings—if it 
comes to that-are stiD weeks away, and it is 
unclear whether the White House can nght 
itself, or whether the nominee wiD be left to 
dangle. A source close to the process teUs 
Time that the Administration is also prep­
ping a backup choice just in case. “No one 
believes the White House wUl stick by Fos­
ter,” says an aide to a liberal Senate Demo­
crat “Even if they stand by him today, no­
body up here has the faith that they won’t 
puD the rug out from under him tomorrow.” 
And if the past is any guide, the good doctor 
may be the last to know. - Raportod by Ann 
Blackman, Nina Buriaigh and Umaa Camay/ 

Washington, Janica Cutro/ Na* York and CHaabath 

Kauttman/Kno* v9a
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there tare abo been at least a dozen lawsuits against pregnancy centers, filed bv 
women who daim they were coerced into giving up their babies foe adoption

If welfare benefits-and crucial Medicaid eligibUity-are drasticalh cur­
tailed, «ys Care Net’s Judy Brown, "we’re going to have to be more creative in 
helping women pay their bills, and get job training and pre- and pocmatal care. 
We’D have to be more assertive.” -By Ozabath Oaick. Naportodby tadhtrnwa tcott



Foster Follies
White House: How bungling and abortion politics imperiled a nomination
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By Bill Turque and Bob Cohn
OBERT BORK, JOHN TOWER, CLAR- 
ence Thomas, Zoe Baird, Lani 
Guinier. They belong to a special 
branch of Washingtonology. the 
presidential appointment turned

fiasco. Henry Foster, President Bill Clin­
ton’s nominee for surgeon general, joined 
the list last week. Every troubled nomina­
tion comes with its own blend of miscom­
munication, miscalculation, cynicism and 
ideological strife. In the end, Foster’s 
merits as a physician and educator were 
unfairly eclipsed by the White House’s in­
ept handling of a politically incendiary 
issue—abortion. Here’s the diary of a 
Washington disaster

It began, like most Washington tales, 
with a leak. On Jan. 27, Foster’s name sur­
faced in The Washington Post as a “leading 
contender” to replace Joycelyn Elders, 
fired by Clinton last December for musing 
publicly about the virtues of teaching mas­
turbation to schoolchildren. A soft-spoken 
obstetrician-gynecologist and acting direc­
tor of Nashville's Meharry Medicsd Col­
lege, Foster looked like a sure thing politi­
cally: an African-American who stressed 
abstinence to teenagers in a program to 
discourage pregnancy. His work earned 
him recognition in 1991 as one of President 
George Bush’s "Thousand Points of Light.”

Foster’s three decades as a practicing gy­
necologist should have been a warning to the 
White House. It was to Kansas Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum, a pro-choice Republican expe­
rienced in the treacherous crosscurrents of 
abortion pobtics. After learning of Foster’s 
impending nomination from an administra­
tion official at the Jan. 28 White House wel­
fare summit, Kassebaum, who chairs the 
Labor and Human Resources Committee 
that will hold confirmation hearings, quickly 
asked how many abortions Foster had per­
formed. The official didn’t know, but prom­
ised to get back to her.

The task of vetting Foster fell to the 
White House Counsel’s Office. With law­
yers in charge, the inquiry never focused on 
a pobtical strategy to deal with a conten­
tious issue. Instead, a White House attor­
ney named Marvin Krislov pursued narrow 
legalisms, like how many abortions Foster 
performed, if any, before the Supreme

26 NEWSWEEK
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‘Your 
house is 
going to be 
staked out,’ 
Foster was 
told. ‘The 
tempest 
is Just 
beginning?
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Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling legalized 
the procedure.

In retrospect, the White House made 
two blunders. It overestimated the appeal 
of Foster's teen-abstinence message and 
underestimated the willingness of congres­
sional Republicans, preoccupied by budget 
issues, to engage over abortion. "They 
didn’t realize that anytime this issue comes 
up, it’s a battle,” says a lobbyist for a pro- 
choice group. “You don’t just slip it through 
like a fix in an appropriations bill.”

?\7’ •

ahead and unveiled Foster Minutes after 
Clinton and Shalala introduced him 
Oval Office session on Feb 2, rep____
jumped on the abortion issue Now it was 
Press Secretary Mike McCurry s turn to 
shrug his shoulders He said he didn't know 
how many abortions Foster had performed, 
but would try to find out. On Capitol Hill, 
cautious Republican support for Foster be- : 
gan to crumble. Senate Majonty Leader 
Bob Dole said Foster ’’sounded like a good 
replacement” for Elders. When told that 
the nominee was a supporter of abortion 
services, Dole smiled and said, "Well. I 
think I’ll leave.”

The next day the HHS staff grilled Foster 
and issued a sUtement over his name at­
tempting to clarify the abortion question 
But the wording was Clintonesque-tech-

v.

M

nically accurate but with
vague, coded qualifica­
tions. In 30 years as a "pri­
vate” physician, he said, “I 
believed that I performed
fewer than a dozen preg­
nancy terminations.” He
added that during his ca­
reer as chief of medicine at 
two hospitals, "a wide va­
riety of medical proce­
dures and research” were
performed.

Pro-choice and anti­
abortion groups dug in for a
Bork-style war of attrition
The National Abortion and
Reproductive Rights Action League an­
nounced plans for a nationwide effort to "pre­
vent opponents of choice from isolating and 
demonizing doctors" who pronde abortions 
Early last week The National Right to Life 
Committee released a partial transcript from 
a 1978 hearing that quotes Foster as saving he 
has “done a lot of amniocentesis and thera­
peutic abortions, probabh near 700 " Foster 
denies making the statement

The White House finally sensed that an­
other nomination was heading over the cliff 
It summoned Foster on Monday evening to 1 
the Roosevelt Room for a cnsis-manage- 
ment meeting led by deputy chief of staff 
Erskine Bowles. Their mission clear up 
once and for all just how many abortions 
Foster had performed. They assigned a 
group of Meharry officials to examine Fos­
ter’s records.

By Tuesday, the administration had de­
cided it could ill afford another Lam Guin- 
ier episode-to be seen walking awav once 
again from a heavily contested nominee 
Chief of staff Leon Panetta announced at 
the morning senior-staff meeting that Clin­
ton intended to stick with Foster regardless 
of the tally the Bowles team des eloped

While presidential aides were long ago

PHOTOS LARR^ DOM M\G - | > h

TheWhiteHousehadhelpinbunglmgthe | Oblivious to the misinformation it had 
nomination. Aides to Health and Human | circulated, the administration pressed
Services Secretary Donna Shalala (the sur- -1- —-*—'-------1 -
geon genera] works for the HHS) held their
own vetting sessions with Foster. Asked
how many abortions he’d performed, Foster
recalled instead one especially troubling
procedure, involving a woman who was
HIV-positrve. Incredibly, the HHS staff
construed this to mean that he had done just
one abortion Aides passed their findings on
to Shalala, who told Kassebaum.
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Get Ready for
Mr. RelentlessI

Politics: Phil Gramm wants to be in your face

'I I

would oppose Foster. He said unabashedly 
that his decision was based "not on the mer-

By Howard Fineman
■ HEN DAN QUAYLE DECIDED 
I not to run for president, mostI

I
t cxj rr»oetixj
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of his competitors performed 
the usual ritual of homage to 
the departed: issue a state­

ment, praise his wisdom and don’t claim his 
supporters. “Dan Quayle is a good friend 
who would have been a formjdable candi­
date,” said Bob Dole, last week's model of 
old-school grace. Cornered by the cameras, 
the senator was diplomatic. "I don't know 
who it helps,” he said.

Then there's Phil Gramm, the screeching

■
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its,” but on his anger with the White House 
for giving “no obvious deep thought” to Fos­
ter’s selection. (He retreated later and said 
he would withhold judgment.) The adminis­
tration had to scramble to respond to new 
disclosures—that Foster performed hyster­
ectomies to sterilize six severely retarded 
women between 1963 and 1973. Foster tried 
to save himself with visits on Capitol Hill and 
a speech at George Washington University. 
"I am standing strong,” he told the audience, 
and talked about his Tennessee anti-teen­
pregnancy campaign. The program is called 
"I Have a Future.” In Washington, Henry 
Foster's future may soon be history. ■

heavy metal in what was once the stately 
opera of presidential politics As soon as 
word leaked that Quayle would not run. 
Senator Gramm was out and about For the 
cameras, he got right to the point “I think 
many people who would have supported 
Dan Quayle will be inclined to support me." 
he said. Gramm was the first to hit CNN 
with a sound bite—only hours after the 
Quayle news moved on the wue

On the facts, Gramm was wrong The 
first national polls showed that Dole, the 
best-known name in the held, for now had ' 
picked up most of Quayle s support But
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hardened to the incivilities of confirmation 
politics, the rules were new to Foster. Ten­
nessee Republican Sen. Bill Frist, a physi­
cian and friend who ran for office last year 
bragging about his Washington outsider­
hood, demonstrated a mastery of the DC. 
duck-and-cover. After praising Foster and 
joining him in the Oval Office the previous 
week, Frist announced that he would wait 
for an FBI report before deciding how to 
vote White House Communications Direc­
tor Mark Gearan braced Foster. "Your 
house is going to be staked out,” he warned 
him "The tempest is just beginning.”

Burial ground: On Wednesday, Meharry 
officials reported back: Foster had per­
formed 39 abortions in private practice and 
oversaw 55 others while managing clinical 
trials of an experimental vaginal supposi­
tory. Armed with what it believed to be a 
reliable census, the administration launched 
a counteroffensive. It began by offering Ted 
Koppel a White House interview with Fos­
ter. By the standards of Washingtonology, it 
was a peculiar choice, carrying the whiff of 
endgame. From Baird to Bobby Ray Inman, 
"Nightline" has become a burial ground for 
collapsed Clinton appointments.

Tensions over the nomination spawned 
the usual finger-pointing As Foster fielded 
mock "Nightline” questions from White 
House aides on Wednesday evening, HHS 
officials also present turned “snippy,” ac­
cording to one source, when Foster blamed 
them for bullying him into his inaccurate 
"less than 12" statement. On the air that 
night he said: “I should have refused, Mr. 
Koppel, to answer that question until I 
knew the exact number.” Clinton was also 
ready to blame aides. On Thursday, while 
preparing for his joint appearance with 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, he asked 
McCurry for the latest on Foster. McCurry 
told him he had been talking to reporters 
about the poor staff work. “Good,” the pres­
ident replied.

By the end of the week, crucial allies start­
ed to fall away. A New York Times editorial 
called on-Clinton to pull the nomination. 
Democratic Sen. Joe Biden announced he

%
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No VP: Whitman. [apI Surprise exit Reporters won't have Quayle to kick around [ar]

r
Still rolling: Gingrich. |ap)
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the potential fundraising difficulties Mr. 
Quayle would have faced. Time maga-
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iwitiact watch: The Washington welfare-reform 
debate officially began with the unveiling of 
the GOP plan to turn 
federal welfare spend­
ing over to states in the 
form of block grants; 
minority Democrats 
introduced their own 
proposal, but conced­
ed they would not be 
able to stop the Repub- 
lican legislation.

... By a vote of 294-
134, the House voted to approve a measure giv­
ing the president a line-item veto, which gives 
him the authority to cut out specific spending 
programs without vetoing an entire bill

.. .The House gave approval to a variety of 
measures that would rewrite Mr. Clinton’s con­
troversial crime bill that was passed last year. 
Lawmakers voted to spend more on prison con­
struction; limit appeals; require restitution on 
federal crimes; and loosen evidence rules.

.. Senate backers of the Balanced Budget 
Amendment claimed Feb. 10 to have garnered 
enough votes (66) to give final passage to the 
me.i.:;... But The Washington Post reported 
democrat .jppon was "soft" and could be vul­
nerable to the debate over exempting Social 
■*curity from the constitutional budget ax.

I

43d our lips: "Pro-life and pro-familyyoters, a 
third of the electorate, will not support a party 
that... has a national ticket or a platform that 
does not share Ronald Reagan's belief in the 
sanctity of innocent human life.” said the 
Christian Coalition s Ralph Reed in a Feb. 10 
speech to the Conservative Political Action 
Comminee. Mr Reed’s address also put GOP 

presidential contenders 
on notice that pro-lifers 
will not accept a national 
ticket balanced with a pro­
abortion vice presidential 
candidate. The three most 
mentioned pro-abortion 
running mates: Governors 
Pete Wilson (California),

William Weld (Massachusens). and Christine 
Todd Whitman (New Jersey).

.. .Texas Sen. Phil Gramm won the CPAC 
presidential straw poll with 40 percent of the 
vote; Bob Dole was first runner-up with 12 per­
cent; commentator Pat Buchanan coUected 11 
percent; Dan Quayle, who withdrew before the 
voting, still received 8 percent. California con­
gressman Bob Doman and former Tennessee 
Gov. Lamar Alexander brought up the rear.

L-

Depends on who too ask Many of the sto­
ries last weekend quoted pundits and
insiders who attributed the withdrawal to can’t the media accept that many of us do 

make decisions based on our family? Why 
do they always have to listen to the han­

zine’s weekly “Chronicles” said that in his diets, the pundits, the spinmeisters that
announcement, the former vice president didn't make the decision for what hap­

pened? Why don't they listen to the people 
who made the decision and why we made 

the decision? Maybe they really don't 
believe that some of us make decisions by 
putting our family first.... My decision 

Ar Wisconsin Luthsian College last Friday, will make me a better husband and a bet- 
Mr. Quayle said he expected no trouble 
raising the necessary funds to win the

ter father and, perhaps someday, a better 
president”

"'1

presidency, and he ripped press coverage 
of his withdrawal announcement “Why

I

The abortion-ABHoraoNC abortion 

activist Henry Foster, who aeeks to 
follow in the footsteps of former 
Surgeon General Joyceiyn Oden, took 

to the airwaves—complete with White 
House backdrop-to defend htaarif 

against charges that he ta an expe­
rienced abortionist ”1 abhor abor­
tions,’ he dedared. ”1 abhor wc” Tuma

Iw

was “claiming” to be putting his family 
first; the item concluded. "Political insid­
ers said Quayle faced bleak fund-raising 
prospects.”

Why did 
Dan Quayle 
drop out?

out he’s performed at lea« 39 of thoaa 

abhorrent acts.Then there were 55 
others he supervised as part of a 

training program Dr. Foster 
involved in; it’s not dear whether he 
actually performed any as pert of the 

program—and in any case, be doentt 
count those in his official taBy of 39.

If Da. Foster thought he A>Moaei>w*a 
before, the next few weeks of Senate 
scrutiny may leave him shell -shocked 

and hating war more than ever.
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(cont.)

FOUNDATION CONNECTS FOSTER TO LARGE SCALE 
EUGENIC AND ’DO-IT-YOURSELF* ABORTION PROGRAMS

1

The Michael Fund/IFOR 
500 A Garden City Drive 
PittoburQh.Pa. 15146

Contact Person:Randy Engel 
Phone Office 412/8Z3-63B0 
Media Hotline 412/327/7379

FE3-«6-’9S MOI 13:38 ID:RIGHT TO LIFE TEL NO:
T F I - M hr k. C O M n i.iN I C T J H S

Monday
February 6. 1995

the
/Tlichoel____
rmd
rTt^oTiono. rcvTOC’-tor
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B34S PC3
«i2a:?73.3«

Pittsburgh,Pa The International Foundation for Genetic 
Pesearch/Michael Fund released documents today connecting President 
Clinton's nominee for surgeon general. Dr.Henry Foster,Jr., to a 
large number of eugenic and 'do-it-yourself abortions while Foster 
was Chairman of the Department of Ob/Gyn at Mehsrry Medical 
Col lege,NashvlLie,TN.

Among the documents released by Randy Engel, Executive 
Director for the pro-life genetic research agency, was a publicly 
recorded statement by Foster in November 197B at a meeting of the 
HEW Ethics Advisory Board In which he claims expertise in the field 
of prenatal diagnosis and eugenic abortion -

"I have done a lot of amnlocanteais and therapeutic abortione, 

probably near 700, "Foster said.

’Contrary to Foster’s February 4 HHS statement that ho did 
only a few therapeutic abortions to save maternal lives," Mrs. 
Engel said, "he has, by his own admission, carried out many eugenic 
abortions to prevent suspected handicapped pre-born children with 
sickle coll or Down Syndrome from being born."

"As a member of the HEW Ethics Advisory Board, Foster is also 
on record as favoring the use of TBAs (to-be-aborted children) in 
non-therapeutlc, lethal, fetal experimentation, such as fetoscopy," 
ehe said, ’while at the earliest end of the spectrum he is In favor 
of using ‘spare’ in-vitro (IVF) human embryos as research objects.
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the blood vesieli, *nd the sample is taken.

fetoscope is withdrawn, but the catheter is left in place.

I read the protocol,

wool*

lot of arniocentoeis and therapeu-
_ - -— 

AS

tHe-patient wuld'be"brou'Jht in the hospital, and that

12

was not inordinate, based on the

It is very reasonable.

introduced into the amniotic

the time when the fetus is studied,

Then the

} their fetoscopy work was therapeutic. The work on

3 thalassemia was clearly therapeutic. It was done for 

n the same reasons that we do amniocentesis, to decide 
■!^-W l ' .“•*--

<2 whether or not the pregnancy should coatings, anri m

U provide a therapeutic abortion. Xn fact, I know much

M of that.----------------------

■ TEL NO:
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ie be a 24 hour delay, which

17 information that we have.

18 clinical part, a catheter is 

w cavity, and that is

EDUCATION AND MEtr^OFFIC^or THE

FROM PAGES 180, 197

/ t  DR. FOSTER:

I and then I will meke my comments -

W proposal, and X missed this delay.

n little bit, first. I have got to really clear that in my

mind.

I have done a

near 7U0.

SOURCE:
SEATTLE WASHINGTON, QUOTES

How, the next question X have --

X read tnc researci

22
techniques we use

21
which is quite acceptable.

for continuous prostaglandin infusion.
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Hubblrt HowUai 
tarry MHfcaJ Cc

. .Soon after Om U.S. S«>

ncal Company o( Kalam&ioo.

I
I

t

rv. 
K A 1

fOMireh. H to bo the *o»e 
manufacturer of tho drug, 
called the JS-methyl prow*

I 
I
<

gotertung human expert* 
mentation are often leaa 
Mringent than theae hi force 
In the United State*.

Htj^ ea< dtaagreed »lth 
Foeter a data that wetncti 
«ooM I Olla it tor the drag ta 

What many pro«!lfe act!* 
vista call "chemical airfare 
txt the unborn** haa been 
going on for arveral yean. 
Aa article la in Ob-Gyn 
Neva by Dr. Deryct R. Keet 
doaertbed the testing of 
abortifacWnt drugs at the 
University of Cdfifornla. Jr- 
rinie. College of Medicine

------ FEB-06-'9S !“CN 13:3? IDiPIGFT TQ Li^E ’EL ND:

TR I -M«RK CCMMUti t CmT I OHS

drag'has boea approved, a
io Waabmgtoa Farter Ed- woman eooid obtain it >Uh a 

ward M. Bryce, director of presenphee from her doctor 
the U.S. Uabopa* Commhiee
on Pra-UM Art*!ties, com­
mented. "It la tfifflcult ao
And any redeeming feature
In this sort of NMRKh or
|Kt*QvT'.-

pfirme Coen legalized abor­
tion la |OTJ the Up^hn com­
pany derided io develop 
what iu president at the 
time. Dri William Hubbard, 
called "the moat' effective 

and conveaiewt means'* for 
terminating Iffe in the womb.

and admntaMr it to herself.
Reports say the cattra pro* 

cedar* tabes about seven

Hon th* low-cost, ai-home, 
non-iargieal procedure 
abortion advocaiaa dream of 
and could make abortion 
clinics necessary only for 
second and third trimester 
abortioe*.

Th* Upjohn Pharnueeun-

themariras at home. He pee* 
dteied that th* FDA would 
probably regtlire that a phy­
sician Macri th* suppository 
end. roooitar th* woman* a 
conditio* before allowing h«r 
u> return home.

’ - ill

HASHVTLU, T< 
— Researchers at Neshvaie't 
Hubbard Htmpitai and Me 
harry ModteaJ College are 
testing a “do-it-yourseir' 
abomiou drug for va* by 
worn** up to Sv* week* 
pregnant,

Tha drag eould make abor- 

to* «»*d -taMy** *p t* lb* 
adth day parn * woman a last 
meeapMl poriad. * whea 
th* baby la abetN bldaya o*d- 
Uaa •< th* drag sftar that 
dara *r**ld pmbeWy res«U i* 
ata in tacempiaw abortion, 
regeirteg i raipisnrrn by sw- 
___ __ __ _____ .ma^

Heywood said, invotve* test­
ing the- drag on about ISO to 
JOO pregnant women. Th* 
third phase Will involve **- 
tiORwide (rating on $00 t* 
2300 worn**.

Finally, h« said, th* com­
pany will preaent its ftedings 
«o th* federal Food and Drag 
Adminislrati** (FDAJ for 
approval or dlupprarai (or 
marketing. He said research­
er* now hop* th* drag will b* 
reedy fw marketing within 
thru* years.

H*pw«od card Upjohn has 
. ... d*tep*iMd that th* drug can

In an inserataw with Th*
Tcimesse* Regtat*r, Nash­
ville diocesan newspaper.
jo* Heywood, Upjohn pobhc
mlatlons direct**. said . *a
research ta now being done
ia sercrai Iccatioos ■eroaa
the nation beride* NashvM*. '

He ad th* fleet pbas* of
the testing tiraceea. already
compkand. Involves admin*
Isrertag th* dreg to ** "rer*
■Ml' prepl*, thoe* not her-
lug th* diseare er condition a
drag is moan* m treat" Ito-
senrcbora monitor iu effects
on them.

Dr. H*nry Fester, chair-
Mich., which ta htndlag th* ^men *f the deporment of 

obsletKcs and gynecology al 
Mehany Medical CoUrge, 
who h*a«U the researchers in 

gland la Fl methyl esief top- * NaahMB* said that when the 

po»ltory. _ C- 2 7“ 7“ T. ‘

Pharmaceutical corp, funds research 

'do-it-ydurself' abortion drug

. Upjohn's annual report for 
IW said the oltimes* tar­
gets for eiasarve rel*a<« of 
»h* drag would be Third 
World covatries. Chin*, fn- 
dia and Eastern European 
core mental- crentrias.

Trial wsting and sdvanc* 
marketing in ocher countries 
is standard procedure for 
tnajy drag manufacturers, 
beesus* foreign regulation*
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public offlet, and conduct 
vote- education and Idm- 
KficaUon drives, among

iw

Panned Pirmt hood 
trfSen Diego and Wvwaide

Manned I’arenthoud 

of Seattle-King County 

(VtashJ tporwored a eon-

ed threat to rcproduttJve 
freedom nepieiuriad by

Cnunbaa (Calif.) generate] 
*3/000 Signatures — the 
»oct of any affiliate — 
petitioning Conpm to 
uphold the right to make 
personal derisions about 
pregnancy and childtxer-

Plannad
Parenthood Action 
Fund

Tb counter the oapand-

r

The following women 
and men serve on d* 
NUtinna! Uedmhip Com- 
redWee of ITFA » Cam- 
P«ign to Keep Abonton 
Safe and Ugah

teat among stiff and board 
members to send to the 
April 9 march the Individ­
ual who collected the 
Urgest number of petition 
eignatums

Ad campaign* 
Wentificd thousand* of 
new supporters and 
incnamd public recogni­
tion irf Manned Parent­
hood'* role in the battle 
for reproductive rights. 
As part of the Campaign 
to Keep Abortion Safe 
and Legal, more than 30 
affiliates tn targeted anm 
participated with the 
national office in placing 
tv ll-page ncwspipcr ad* 
responding to the Wriw/rr 
decision and urging 
trass-root* advocacy in 
countering the threat to 
reproductive choice.

the Wrtsrer decision. 
PFFA announced in Octo­
ber J 989 the formation of 
a new polttical arm, the 
Manned Parenthood 
Artion Fund. An adjunct 
to Manned Parenthood"s 
inng-*andfng public edu­
cation and lobbying activ- 
ities. the Action Fund to a 
financially Independent 
Crganiwtfon. structured 
•I I 501(cX4) Corporation, 
tn which contributions are 
not tax dedurtibie. This 
allow, th. Action Fund to 
engage In unlimited lob­
bying and limited elec­
toral campaign activity, 
publicfoe the voting 

FEB 1 ’95 14:59

'95-02-00 02116 STOPP INTEPfiRTIONAL

with bc*l media to shape 
ih« public debate about 
reproductive rights Issues.

In addition to the April 
♦ and November 12 event*, 
•ffibate campaign activt. 
tire Included:

In 1%9 the Planned 
Parmthoud Action Fund 
was Incurporated under 
the New Yuri not-for- 
profit corporation law; 
tax-exempt iatus under 
the Internal Revenue 
Code vu granted in IWO. 
With firat-yncr funding set 
•t Si million, Implementa- 
tton of the Arttoft Fund's 
lobbying, advertising, and 
advncscy agenda began fa 
1990.

L«M«i

As pari of tts Campaign

National 
lead« rahlp 
eommtttea: 
Csmpilp, to 
Abortion Sofo and 

to Krep Abortion Sate and
Legal, Planned Parent- 
hood's national office 
recruited more than 200 
"•ttonaOyracugnlttd
Individuals to serve on a 
National Leadership
Committee. Katharine 
Hepbom, along with 
Anne Archer. Julian Bond, 
listen MUllken The Hon 
WUliimC. Milliken. 
Arthur C. Nlels®i, Jr, 
Row Parte, lee Salk. 
PhD.and Kathleen 
■ntmet, spearheaded the 
formstfan of thta pr^o. 
Rters group of advocates 
for reproductive righte. 
repreemting the field* of 
politics, science, rttigion. 
the arts, entertamment 
■nd coantte® areas cd 
distinguished personal 
•chlevemmt

Sr:

: f

w M
.wl*Ml

• ■1 *4 ^Jr
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Thf l-amity Jnwtutr fci Aitodonon u«/> boeus on the Family

Fcbrmry 1,1995

TO;

tsclbcrg, F
r/4^

FROM: Mark Tolf

RE Dr. Henry FoaerH Hive A Future’ UPDATE

200 12th Avenue South ♦ Na.hvllle, TN 37203 ♦ 615/254-3917

In panicular, the health clinic at John Henry Hile Horoa in Nashville is open every Wednesday Birth 
control devices will be given to any iutcrcncd individual who has a parent's permission The resident 
director al this location is a “graduate1’ of lite *1 Have A Future” program.

Tlic Family Institute has found that “I Have A Future” has startod a school-based health clinic at Peuri- 
Colui Higli Sclrool in Nashville. We were told that the nature of this clinic is "counseling" and 
"educaiion." No oilier specifics arc available at this time, but we were toM by the executive principal of 
the school, and by a local educator, that birth control devices are "absolutely not distributed.” The 
principal told the Family Institute that the "education" stresses abstinence. However, due to "1 Have A 
Future's" oilier activities, we could assume that if a student wanted a birth control device, they may be 
referred to a clinic in the housing projects or another location...possibly even a facility within Meharry 
Mcdieai College itself Wc arc in the process of dotennining this.

Additfonally. **I Have A Future" has an internship-odontod prognun for nursing students ut Tennessee 
State Univcroity, where the students can woik cither la the public lousing dinics or the scliool-based 
diuic at Pcart-Colut High Sclwol.

In the Preston Taylor Homes In Nashville, the issue Of teaching about birth control dcvicis "comes up 
regularly on tlic monthly progmmming sclcdulc "

The Family Institute has just spoken to the resident directors of the two public housing project! in 
Nashville wicrc Dr. Henry Foster's program "I Have A Future" is sited.

The health clinics In these housing projects, set up by "I Have A Future," distribute birth control devices 
and educate about Urore devices.

- The resident director of Preston Taylor Homes Bid that if an individual ads her about where to get 
condoms or blnh control devices, she “gives them T Hive A Future’s’ number, or Meharry Hospital" "1 
Have A Future" is located at Meharry Medical College, School of Medicine. Dr. Foster was former acting 
president of Meharry Madieal College.

Curl Ramsey, Family Nows in Focus/FRC
Kristi Hamrick, FRC
Frank York, FOF
Diane Hcsisclbcrg, FOF
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TO:

FROM: Murk Tolf, Communicadons Manager

Jr .nH hi. proCeM of obUnun« W Jrmation about Dr Henry W Foslar

? “ Nuhvine. Sun-up

•ye pregnancy pri vention program for tfie Robertiecn-«ge pregnancy pri vention program for tjii 

>ers stories from tie Na thville Drew .nH . k. r.,
NaahviUe press, and the fact sheet from

cc: Carl Ramsey, Family News in FocuaTRC

200 12rh Avenue South ♦ Ne.hvHIc, rN 37203 ♦
V2 54-391 7

RE. Dr. Henry W. Foster, Jr.

The Family Institute is in the process of obtaining inf

Tf ____ ______ .a

and is being considered for the surgeon generaTpost. 

“J Have a Future" i ' '

provided by the Carnegie Foundation. We were told 
NashvjUc high school.

,i money was
hat they also have a health clinic at a

January 31, 1995

Frank York. Focus on the Family 

Diane Hesselberg. Focus on the Family

program. We hope to learn more tomorrow.

Dr. Foster also led a nations! teen 

Wood Johnson Foundation.

Enclosed please find newspapers stories from 

1 Have a Future."

ffiannlg

TIk Fmnib IntUuur tn Auoatuion wt h Focut on tAc Family
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Nari medicine. Thl* record may yet ya, they are never recorded any- tion — which al*o la the case of the 

i unravel farther, if Foeter * taroivo- whtrt M abortion*. prataglandin method* ueed today.
|m*nt la the *yphili» Mon la .true and  ., method could have mere adnrae

or when medical procedure* and drug*
1 A - ■ • • • 1 IV
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[pharmaceutical companies, often offer 

'few benefit* to patient* and (ometimeo
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doing with prataglandina, queetlona At thli lympaium th* tFinn* con- 

1 must bo asked to determine who fand- eluded that th* fncldena of »id* effect* 
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Point of View
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Dr. Foster: Disguised Abortions?
By Ivar L Romavik, MJ). PhJJ. tartted wonwn whom Foter Meriliied <

tlou. A> u U b Imown. naur
omentWhat did Foe- never reported any eompllcatton* oi-
- - - 1 th*r.
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1 safeguard*
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Yet it includes not the slightest reference to abstinence.

Gary L Bauer
PresMent

"I HAVE A FUTURE" BROCHURE 
MISSING ABSTINENCE MESSAGE

The "I Have a Future" program, which Meharry Medical College operates 
in two housing projects in Nashville, has been cited repeatedly as the 
concrete example of Dr. Foster's approach to teenage pregnancy.

In its official literature, the program openly discusses contraception three 
times; it mentions sixteen different planned and on-going activities; it sets 
forth seven principles and five objectives; and it is unabashedly directive 
in its counseling against drug and alcohol abuse.

CONTACT: Meghan Flaherty 
or Cathy Deeds (202)393-2100

FAMILY
RESEARCH

AUNCIL

On the other hand, one of the five stated objectives of the project is "to 
provide greater access to, and increase utilization of.... contraceptive 
availability" (page 2). In addition, the brochure mentions that each week 
contraceptives are distributed to the young people at clinics within the 
housing projects (page 4). The brochure also laments the finding that 
"Contraceptive practices are very poor" (page 6).

The chief issue Dr. Henry Foster backers cite as the reason why he 
should be confirmed as Surgeon General is his support for sexual 
abstinence as the antidote to teenage pregnancy. In a formal statement 
on February 3, 1995, Foster said, "In my work with teenagers, abstinence 
has always been stressed as my first priority."

Attached is the official descriptive brochure issued by the "I Have a 
Future" program. In the brochure's eight pages, neither the word 
"abstinence” nor any synonym for abstinence appears. Although the 
program, as described in this brochure, touches on a number of different 
topics, no organized effort to offer instruction or support for young 
people to resist sexual activity appears to be part of the program. This 
is particularly curious in light of the fact that the program is quite explicit 
in its directive education and counseling against alcohol and drug abuse.

700
TT -nUi St.. NW 

Ite 500 
igton, DC 
XX)5
393-2100

FAX (202) 393-2134
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Background
As part of its historic mission to serve the disadvantaged, Meharry 
Medical College has a strong commitment to preventing damaging 
lifestyles and health behaviors among adolescents.

As the nation's only historically black, independent academic 
health sendees center, Meharry has a long history of community 
concern and involvement. Thus, Meharry has taken this opportunity 
to develop model programs which provide life-enhancement experi­
ences and health services to high-risk adolescents while preparing 
health professionals to address relevant issues associated with the 
youth population.

The Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology has initiated "I 
Have A Future," a program which addresses a burgeoning problem 
in our communities — adolescent pregnancy. Frequently, life-threat­
ening and health-threatening consequences of early pregnancy and 
childbearing are devastating for both the young mother and child. 
When compounded by the emotional, social and economic traumas 
faced by the teenage father, families and the community as a whole, 
the problems of adolescent pregnancy impose an imperative for 
innovative solutions.

The challenge is to develop a system which successfully educates 
and motivates adolescents to pursue a myriad of constructive life 
options and delay parenthood. The program was built on the premise 
that changes in sexual behavior should be addressed within a frame­
work that provides strategies for positive decision-making while 
enhancing self-image.

!
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Program Description
The major thrust of this longitudinal, research-intervention project is 
to develop a model program to prevent teenage pregnancy, substance 
abuse, and unemployment. Since 1987, the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology of Meharry Medical College has developed and 
instituted a comprehensive community-based adolescent pregnancy 
prevention program involving four municipal housing developments 
in Nashville, Tennessee.

Previous efforts to prevent teenage pregnancy have focused on 
giving adolescents the capacity to control their fertility. It has been 
clear from pregnancy and fertility rates that many high-risk youth are 
not being reached effectively. Economically disadvantaged adoles­
cents with little hope and limited aspirations frequently cannot 
understand that having a baby can adversely affect their lives. To the 
contrary, it is often viewed as an enhancement.
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Those who have been at the forefront in the battle to delay early 
pregnancy and childbearing advocate enhancing self-image and 
presenting positive alternatives for the future. Subsequently, the 
program attempts to address the issues surrounding adolescent 
pregnancy from a broader psychosocial context. Success then rests on 
convincing youth that the future is theirs to control. The name of the 
project itself — "I Have A Future" — is based on this premise.

Project Objectives
The "I Have A Future" program incorporates a two-pronged delivery 
system based in the community. Both individual and group interven­
tions are used to meet the following project objectives:
• To develop a replicable community-based, life-enhancement pro­
gram that promotes a significant reduction in the incidence of early 
pregnancy and childbearing among high-risk adolescents.
• To improve knowledge, attitudes and behaviors related to personal 
health, human sexuality, drug and alcohol abuse and other factors 
which may place them at risk.
• To provide greater access to, and increase utilization of, compre­
hensive adolescent health services and social services, including 
contraceptive availability.
• To improve socially adaptive/appropnate behaviors with particu­
lar focus on school achievement, pre-vocational skills development, 
and delinquency rates.
• To enhance the ability of high-risk adolescents to overcome envi­
ronmental barriers in attaining the skills necessary to pursue mean­
ingful employment and educational opportunities with the promise 
of upward mobility.
• To engender a more positive self-concept and constructive attitude 
towards community, family life and the future.

Each objective has been further delineated such that components 
may be addressed specifically via baseline-pre/post-measures as well 
as within specific interventions.

Setting
The "I Have A Future" program is located within the municipal 
housing projects to ensure the following: (a) Provision of services 
during the times that they are most accessible to all adolescents 
(without stigmatizing school drop-outs) through an adjunct program, 
(b) Close proximity to the families to increase opportunities for inter­
action within the context of the full range of situations that character­
ize life in the public housing projects.
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Target Population
The participants in this program are from four public housing sites. 
Two sites receive the intervention and the others are considered 
control sites. Baseline data have been collected from all four sites.

Prior to the delivery of services, a "Quality of Life Needs 
Assessment" was conducted with 497 heads-of-households of homes 
which had youth between the ages of 10 and 17 residing in them. The 
assessment was designed to gather demographic information, resi­
dents' perception of problems impacting on the youth, community 
needs and ideas on how to resolve existing problems. Of the 497 
completed surveys, we found that the majority of the respondents 
were females (87%), single head-of-households (83%), of African 
American origin (98%). Over one-half (58%) of the respondents 
completed high school, however, seventy-one percent were unem­
ployed. Seventy-nine percent of the families had an annual income of 
less than $5,000, however, only sixty-five percent received supple­
mental financial assistance. The participants reported the following 
problems as most pervasive: Drug and alcohol abuse (92%), adoles­
cent pregnancy (76%), crime (48%), and youth unemployment (44%). 
Most importantly, seventy-seven percent of the participants indicated 
their willingness to be part of a program that strengthens families. 
This information was important, for it reflects the communities' com­
mitment to work at improving their quality of life and their support 
for a community-based intervention program.
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Description of Services
The program is designed to assist adolescents in learning good health 
practice and making positive choices The basic service components 
are delivered in the context of the following areas of concentration:

Comprehensive Health Services
Currently, sendees are provided by the staff of the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology of Meharry Medical College at "I Have A 
Future" clinics within the housing projects. Sendees are provided each 
week, wdth the clinics emphasizing pnmary health care and health 
screenings (e.g., physical examinations and lifestyle assessments) and 
on-going health services (e.g., screening for sexually transmitted 
diseases, pregnancy tests and distribution of contraceptives).

Organized Social-Learning Activities
Activities wdth structured educational and behavioral objectives are 
offered to "I Have A Future" participants. Emphasis is on creativity, 
physical awareness, nutrition and personal responsibility.

It is critical that the programming be age-appropriate since the 
target population spans the ages of 10 to 17. While the curriculum 
focuses on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors for all groups, the 
emphasis is on behaviors for the older adolescent group (14 to 17).

The primary value orientation of the program focuses on the inte­
gration and implementation of the NGL'ZO SABA Principles (Seven 
Principles of Blackness) into each participant's role as a positive family 
member and in their practice of responsible health behavior. These 
principles are: NIA (Purpose), UMOJA (Unity), KUJ1CHAGULIA 
(Self-Determination), UJIMA (Collective Work and Responsibility), 
L'JA.MAA (Cooperative Economics), KL’L'MBA (Creativity) and 
IMAM (Faith).

All aspects of the program promote the following: Self-esteem and 
pride in individuality; physical and mental well-being; completing 
school; developing job skills and enhancing employability; sexual 
responsibility; self-control and handling interpersonal conflict; value 
of helping others and the community; responsible citizenry and 
family-life values/appropnate parenting. The adolescents are divided 
into mixed gender groups. Groups serve as the operating-structure for 
a majority of the programming, with specific activities serving as 
incentives and vehicles for discussion.
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CHARM Class for Females 
(Choosing How To Adorn
& Refine Myself)

MATURE Class
(Males Adorning, Thinking 
and Using Refined Energies) 

Rites of Passage Program 
Art Classes
Entrepreneurship Program

(Includes Pre-employment
Training)

Peer Counseling
Opportunities
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Examples of on-going and planned activities:
Pro-Social Skills Development

(Focusing on good decision-making and
problem-solving with special emphasis on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention)

Conflict Resolution Training/
Violence Prevention

Creative Movement/Dance
Sports
Tutoring
Family-Life Education
Self-defense class
Computer Skills
Outings
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Staffing
The "I Have A Future" staff consists of a multi-disciplinary team that 
includes psychologists, nurses, public health education specialists, 
counselors, physicians, tutors and volunteers (from the community 
and local colleges and universities).

Parent Involvement
Every effort is made to involve parents/residents, to make them feel 
that it is their program and to give them a sense of empowerment 
and ownership. One such example is the Parent Empowerment 
Program, a community-based family alternative program in which 
the parents receive training in family health promotion with empha­
sis on increasing their effectiveness in the battle to prevent substance 
abuse in their community. The training equips the parents with the 
knowledge and skills they need to run workshops and provide 
services to families that are in need of assistance on substance abuse 
issues. Some topics covered during their training include: Effective 
communication, group leadership, crisis intervention and parent 
effectiveness skills. Other parent-focused activities include: Parent 
appreciation nights, spaghetti dinners, weight management classes, 
etc.

J

Evaluation
The evaluation plan for the "I Have A Future" project incorporates a 
longitudinal, quasi-experimental design. There are two intervention 
sites located at two public housing projects and two comparison sites 
located at two other housing projects in the Nashville metropolitan 
area. All four sites are similar demographically. Annual assessments 
of the youth between the ages of 10 and 17 will be conducted for a 
minimum of three years. The assessment battery includes instru­
ments for measuring knowledge, attitudes and behaviors related to 
sexuality, contraception, and pregnancy, as well as measures of self­
concept, social support, family environment, and psychosocial matur­
ity.

Baseline data collection was completed in 1989. Baseline data were 
collected from 998 adolescents within the four housing sites (555 
study group, 443 control group). The second phase of data collection 
was completed in 1990. The third phase will begin in the winter of 
1991. Preliminary analyses of the baseline data indicate that approxi­
mately seventy-five percent of the youth who are at least 15 years old 
have engaged in sexual intercourse. Contraceptive practices are very 
poor and twenty-seven percent of the sexually active females indi­
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cated that they had been pregnant at least once. These data indicate a 
definite need for intervention.

In addition to the annual assessments at the intervention and 
comparison sites, a process evaluation is incorporated in the evalu­
ation design. The number and type of services provided to youth by 
the "I Have A Future" program ir the intervention sites are moni­
tored. This informaton will be used to determine how much inter­
vention each youth at the intervention sites received. These data will 
also be used to determine which services were the most effective in 
achieving the goals of "I Have A Future".

Finally, pre- and post-tests have been developed for each of the "I 
Have A Future" content-oriented modules. These tests are admini­
stered at the beginning and the end of each of the modules. These 
data have been used to refine the modules so that they are most 
effective in producing the desired outcomes, such as change in 
knowledge and attitudes.

Community Support
Resident associations at all housing projects are actively involved in 
the program. Community representatives are on the "I Have A 
Future" Advisory Committee.

Metropolitan Nashville development and housing agencies have 
assisted in obtaining office space within the community. With their 
staff acting as liaisons between residents and community centers, the 
agencies have collaborated with us and helped recruit youth into the 
program. Many program activities have been sponsored by both "I 
Have A Future" and the local community centers.

National and local advisory committees, representing a cross­
section of organizations, institutions and disciplines assist in program 
planning and act as advocates for "I Have A Future."

Currently, "I Have A Future" is funded by the Camegie Corpora­
tion, W.T. Grant Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, 
and Bill and Camille Cosby. The Tennessee Department of Mental 
Health and Retardation has funded the Parent Empowerment Pro­
gram.

The "I Have A Future" staff has been documenting the develop­
ment of the program from its inception. These chronicles are being 
developed into protocols for each of the program conponents. The "I 
Have A Future" staff is available for technical assistance in such areas 
as program planning, implementation and evaluation strategies.



\

A

'i

■

■ y

z
\

L4 ‘ i

1

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

8
/ Have a Future

I

1 I 
4 i 
< I

i

i I

Contact:
meharry medical college

I Have A Future" program 
1005 D.B. Todd Blvd. 

Nashville, Tennessee 37208 
(615) 327-6100
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Henry W. Foster, M D., Director

Lorraine Wjluams Greene, Ph.D, Deputy Director
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