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nuary 28, 1994

hpartment fire
5; no one hurt

fighters said, it began in apartment L-

101. Fire officials were still investigat-
ing the cause.

“I think it started in the apartment
beside us,” Armstrong said. “Smoke
was comingthrough the kitchen ceiling.
My husband grabbed the fire extin-
guisher, but what do you spray?

“We never saw flames, but the
smoke kept coming out of the roof.”

The fire was “sneaky,” Hudson said,
not sending flames through the walls or
roof, but hiding and burning.

“At first, we thought we had it con-
fined in a closet area,” Hudson said.
“We had a problem with it. There was a
lot of fire in the concealed spaces be-
tween apartments.”

When the nature of the fire became
apparent, Hudson called in more equip-
ment, eventually filling the parking lot
with more than 10 firefighting units.
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Teen forced to have aborhonvgwt

By Toni Dew
Banner Stalf Writer

A Rutherford County woman’s
$15.5 million lawsuit against Planned
Parenthood of Middle Tennessee alleges
that a teen-age relative was forced to
have an abortion against her will.

The suit filed Wednesday in Davidson
County Circuit Court alleges Planned Par-
enthood officials violated state law by
failing to notify the teen’s legal guardian
concerning the abortion.

Clara Smotherman’s suit also alleges
officials broke the law by pressuring the
girl into the abortion and by performing
the procedure without her consent.

Shelby Tabling, an official with
Planned Parenthood, said of the suit:
“We've not seen it, so really, until we see
it, we really can’t comment.”

J. Thomas Smith, the Franklin attor-
ney representing the plaintiff, also re-
fused comment on the case.

According to the lawsuit, the girl’s
stepfather murdered her biological moth-
er and then committed suicide after sexu-

ally abusing the girl’s sister.

In 1990, the girl's biological father
killed himself after the girl refused to live
with him.

At that point, the girl went to live with
the plaintiff.

In January 1993, the girl learned she
was pregnant and told her boyfriend of
one year, who took her to Planned Parent-
hood for a pregnancy test.

The test indicated she was 11 to 12
weeks pregnant.

“At that time, she toid (Planned Par-
enthood) that she did not want to have the
abortion,” the suit states.

After that visit, her boyfriend called
her “every night urging her to get an
abortion during which he repeatedly
threatened to commit suicide if she did
not have an abortion,” the suit states.

The suit alleges the boy’s mother, an
employee of Planned Parenthood, told the
girl she was ‘“not thinking of the best in-
terests of her son” and that her refusal to
have an abortion ‘‘would impair her and
(her boyfriend's) prospects of future edu-

open new $1M chapel to public
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On Ja 1993, the boyfriend again
took the l to Planned Parenthood,
where she talked to another counselor.

But again the girl said she didn't want
to have an abortion, the suit states.

Two days later, her boyfriend again
took her to Planned Parenthood, where

the suit alleges clinic officials performed
an abortion on her without her consent.

In February 1993, the girl's relative '

learned the girl had had an abortion after
meeting with school officials concerning
her repeated absences.
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By Feb. 10, 1993, the girl “became in-

creasingly deprssed and suicidal,” so she

was admitted to Tennessee Chrlstlan Med-

ical Center until March 9, 1993.
After being discharged from the hosplt-

tal, “disruptions in the famlly relations” -

prompted her to be placed in temporary

custody of the Department of Human Ser- .

vices.

The girl visits her family but still does °

not live with them, her attorney said.

She says women of the church
are planning an event soon of
“food, fun and entertainment” for
homeless women and their chil-
dren in keeping with the 1994 focus
of women's work, which is to aid
the homeless.

Heralds sing

The acclaimed Heralds Quartet
will perform at Madison Campus
Seventh-day Adventist Church, 319

Hospital Drive in Madison, at 7
— Manday.

Nenico

0%,
K\déds

STUDENT MODEL
SEARCH

The World Famous Barbizon School of Modeling is looking
for new faces, KIDS Ages 5 yrs and up to train for Music
Yideos, Movies, Commercials and Pri
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will be a big-screen television, and
members are asked to bring con-
tainers of soup to be served at 5
p-m. A worship service will follow.
@ Lincoya Hills Baptist Church
will host a “Super Bowl Spectacu-
lar” at 5 p.m. at Donelson Station
Center. A highlight will be the
showing of a video in which Na-
tional Football League players
share their Christian testimonies.

Food is frg ut reservations
must be lling 883-7111.
[ ] F:Imt Church, Frank-

*~=~"will hold “Super
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