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MALPRACTICE RECORD

Dr. Foster has been named as a defendant only once in his
38-year career in a malpractice suit. For an 
obstetrician/gynecologist, this number falls well below the 
average. On average, obstetrician/gynecologists have had almost 
three lawsuits filed against them, according to the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Moreover, nearly 
eighty per cent of all obstetricians/gynecologists have had at 
least one lawsuit filed against them.

For a career in which Dr. Foster has delivered thousands of 
babies, including many in high-risk situations, this record is 
remarkable. Obstetrician-gynecologists have been plagued by 
vulnerability to lawsuits, forcing many family physicians to 
discontinue obstetrics because of the high cost of liability 
insurance. As of 1992, over twelve per cent of obstetrician­
gynecologists had given obstetrics due to the liability concerns 
and nearly twenty three per cent had decreased the level of high- 
risk obstetric care they provide (according to the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists). In his teaching and 
in his commitment to providing quality maternal and child health 
care to underserved populations, Dr. Foster has served as a role 
model for those entering his profession.

In the 1984 lawsuit where Dr. Foster was named as a 
defendant, the defendants included other physicians and Meharry 
Medical College/Hubbard Hospital. Any claims against Dr. Foster 
were dismissed without prejudice by agreement of the parties. No 
money was paid on Dr. Foster's behalf to the plaintiffs. In that 
case, parents complained that Dr. Foster and the other physicians 
at Meharry Medical College had negligently delayed performing a 
caesarean section and had failed to take proper care of an infant 
who died less than twenty four after being delivered. The case 
was settled and dismissed by the remaining parties.
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Has Dr. Foster ever been suwd for malpractice?
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THE MEHARRY-METRO GENERAL MERGER

Dr. Foster played a key role in every element of the process: communicating with medical 
school deans throughout the nation and attracting an applicant pool of over 400 physicians, 

The solution to Meharry's problem of maintaining an inner-city hospital while competing with 
the city-financed Metro General was clear: the two institutions must merge. The merger 
would benefit both Meharry and the city. Metro General was an old facility which the city 
needed to replace. The merger, therefore, would save the taxpayers the cost of building a 
new hospital, roughly $100 million. At the same time, Meharry would be relieved of its 
financial drain associated with caring for Nashville's poor, and it would gain an increased 
patient volume. Most significantly, this important institution's survival would be ensured.

Unfortunately, Meharry's commitment to serving those most in need brought with it 
tremendous financial insecurity. Due to segregation policies, Meharry's repeated requests for 
staffing and teaching privileges at the city hospital were rebuffed, and, therefore, Meharry 
was forced to build and operate its own facility, the George W. Hubbard Hospital. It was not 
until 1948, when Meharry threatened to close Hubbard, that the city agreed to reimburse 
Meharry for indigent care. But the city's payments were never adequate, causing Meharry to 
lose millions of dollars every year in unreimbursed care for its indigent patients. Meharry 
was in danger of following the lead of dozens of other collapsing health care institutions.

Since its founding in 1876, Meharry Medical College has dedicated itself to providing health 
care to the poor and under served and to educating health care professionals who would carry 
on this tradition. Because of its unique and critical role in American medical education, 
Meharry has been recognized as a "national resource," and in 1983, President Reagan wrote: 
"The contributions of Meharry Medical College to the health and welfare of this country over 
the past one hundred years are immeasurable. You have surmounted obstacles that would 
have defeated lesser institutions and leaders."

Initially, the city council opposed the merger primarily because it doubted whether Meharry 
could attract sufficient staff to serve the institution's expanded patient pool. In light of these 
concerns and at the suggestion of Nashville Mayor Philip Bredesen, the city council would 
test Meharry's mettle by making final acceptance of the merger contingent on Dr. Foster's 
recruiting a full faculty of 56 physicians and 18 residents to staff the consolidated hospital. 
The plan was accepted by the city council in August 1992, and Dr. Foster was given one year 
to accomplish the task.

Meharry proposed the merger to the Nashville city council in 1988: in essence, the city 
would lease Hubbard from Meharry and Meharry, replacing Vanderbilt's School of Medicine, 
would staff the merged hospital. Dr. Henry Foster, named Dean of Meharry's School of 
Medicine and Vice President for Health Services in 1990, worked with then Meharry 
President Dr. David Satcher to negotiate with the city council and Metro General.



The people most familiar with the merger, attribute the merger's success to Dr. Foster's 
leadership.

Even opponents of the merger, such as William Willis, a Nashville lawyer and former 
chairman of Metro General, applauded Dr. Foster's tenacity and negotiating skills.

Dr. John Maupin, Meharry's current President, said, "Dr. Foster led that recruitment 
and brought some outstanding physicians from around the country who were dedicated 
to the mission of Meharry to serve the underserved. . . Many people didn't believe we 
would be able to recruit people like that."

Dr. Cleo Carter, a former chief of Obstetrics at Meharry who trained under Dr. 
Foster, recognized, "Probably without him or somebody with his abilities ... the 
merger would have fallen by the wayside."

Largely due to Dr. Foster's leadership and vision, the merger of Meharry and Metro General 
will succeed, resulting in the establishment of a thriving health services campus pledged to 
providing the highest quality health care to the citizens of Tennessee. Meharry continues to 
be a national resource, and the city of Nashville will be more prepared than ever to meet its 
responsibilities to its poorest citizens.

interviewing candidates, and working to ease the transition of the prospective faculty 
members and their families. Keeping within the timetable set by the city council, Dr. Foster 
recruited top-flight physicians from throughout the country and assured the council that the 
merged hospital would provide the people of Nashville with the high quality of patient care it 
demanded while preserving the city's resources. The merger marked the first time a public 
hospital merged with a historically black hospital.

Henry A. Moses, Meharry’s Director of Continuing Education said, "It's unbelievable 
. . . the people he brought on. It's a tribute to his leadership."



u
Divider Title: 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker



14:4003/06/05
BN.OR.LR.BUTLER

Date: 2/^95

From: Dr. Broadus N. Butler

301-431-3066Fax No:

Notes: My phone number is 301-431-0643
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Fax No: 202-334-5269

From: Dr. Broadus N. BUtlerV

Dr. firocwtus N. fiutler
IftUK Brandi View Court 

Silver Spring, Tlarytand 20903
Tctepfione: 301 -431 -0643 

* Fax Number: 301-431-3066
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Fax No: 301-431-3066

Notes: I hope you will be kind enough to print the attached 
on your Op-Ed page. Thank you in advance. If you do not 
receive 3 pages in addition to the cover sheet, please call me 
at 301-431-0643.
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But what ooncernad »c »o»t about your

conunitted black doctor Who

Than* you very much.consideration.

•ly,

?- ’ •

of K«ith, auction .nd w.lf.r. to

Zyy ■•/fra,/rr* r*5r*

Dr. Broadus N- Butlmr

Dr- Broadus N. BUtier
10014 Branch View Court 

elivar spring. Maryland 20S03

I have pr.p«.d tn. encloB.n op-od ««!"« £o^V,”y Vle’'S 
thl. LSt™ S2PI would wk that you 9iv. It your full

white medical aataPivs™^ -- ~ Siy the laaat for the 
as human guinea pig*. It m unfortunate ,vt , _ n»hrt focu^Sf blame to have turned toward a u------
had nothing to do with it.

Cl J tn 1972. But what ooncernea ■
palt«dl wa. th®.!•<* ^^“5® S:

V- a ,roup of poor, rural bl.eX -n

Msg Greenfield
Editorial Page Editor
The Washington Post
1150 15th at..
Washington. D.C.

Dear MS. Greenfield5

i. Anairran of the Ad HOC Committee assembled in 1972 
PreaidLt Ki™”- Department of Health. Education and Welfare to

Foster knew about the study in 1969.

I should say that, in the course of our J**1;*'

N.W.
aoo7i
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Qp~«d by or. Broadub tf, Butl*r

Taakdged Study. The notion that tho finger of blane for thie 
nlaquided epleoda of pseudo-Bolenoe could now ba pointed at or.

to deliberately withhold treatment of syphilis fi 
nen in Tuskegee, Alabaaa without their knowledge

^•STuS U if... «h.5 r.ci.1 es

Indeed no hfrican-Xiaer lean waa

Whv no wenber of the local Medical society w«» *«***-- February 6 mooting — whose purpose was tupposed to be to

to the February 6, - 
iesuee were candidly dlsouesad. 
invited to that meeting.

Why no member of the local Medical Society **• invited to 

that February 6 mooting -  .

For those of us who live outside the beltway, it is sobering 
indeed to keep watching, as it on reruns, the Washington ritual 
of devouring noniness Vhosa only sin is a willingness to serve 
their country. Ths most rscsnt vlotlB is President Clinton's

Syphilis Study — may have taken us to a new low.

I am the former President of Dillard University and was 
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee aasestoled in 1972 by President 
Nixon's Department of Health, Education and tha
Tuskegee Study. The notion that the finger of blame for this 
misguided epleoda of pseudo-soienoe could now ba pointed at or. 
Foster is truly remarkable.

Ius remember what the Tuskegee study was about, in 1933, 
the federal government's nodical establishment designed a study 
to deliberately withhold treatment of syphilis from poor 
men in Tuskegee, Alabama without their knowledge so Rotors 
could Observe the long-term offoot® of the disease. Even after 
penicillin became widely available in the 1950®, these federal 
doctors continued to withhold treatment.

This wasn't science. There was no adequate protocol for the 
study, which would have defined ^s objective, and
It was not a legitimate comparison between treated and untreated 
men. since the so-called control group was just a group selected 
from the general population. It was not an experiment by any 
scientifically defenwiblo definition. Our panel ® firm
uonclualon was that the study never should have ^•^"dTatSl^ 
In the first place and should hsvs kwan terminated immediately 
once penicillin became available for treatment.

But what about tne recent claim that the local Tuskegee ^.t-n?s\:h?L*£icon^;uStv Hadlcal Pooiety actually approved the
HArtora in the Hacon County Medical Society actually approvea IE. t?uS“S that th. Hacon county M.dioal Society did 
.ppriv. the .Sdy - in ISd^, xh.n eh. Socl.ty m 11 vhice.

si:jisis ...

03/06/95 14:42

from the general population.

Si® «i; that th. .tud, !»v.r .htuld hay. t..n und.x ^.n
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they wore etarirw < public relatione dieaeter in the face and 
their purpoee, at that point, waa damage avoidance, not full

people of TuaKegee. j 
actios night actually

That

cully u on elder whether or not the study should be continued — is 
the real queetlon that ought to be asked. The anewer that 
appears inescapable is that a candid dleouasion in front of local 
doctors or any african-Amerioans was not what the federal aedical 
establishment had in mind. They had understood, at last, that 

disclosure to the local doctors. Indeed/ I as aware of no 
evidence to suggest that igoal Maoon County doctors — at. least 
the African-American doctors — were nade aware of the real facts 
of the Tuskegee Study until the Study was publicly orpoaed in 
1972.

process in which they get treated as co-conepirators and are 
forced to spend their lives under a cloud of suspicion. ----  
would be a result our nation could 111 afford.

The botton line is that this was a garbled, guarded, 
secretive study by the federal government itself, which local 
doctors, including Henry Foster, had nothing to do with, did not 
participate in and, to my knowledge, were not Informed about.

The irony of trying to blame Sr. Foster for the travesty 
that the federal government visited upon Tuskegee la all the more 
striking whan we pause to reflect upon what Or. Foster was doing 
In that small town. After serving as a medical officer in the 
Air force, ho came to Tuskegee in 1944 •• the only obstetrician- 
gynecologist at the John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital. The 
population was 87% black. The median income was $2,SOO. What he 
did was devote hiBsalf to caring for poor, rural women end 
babies. His caseload was said to number in Uiw hundreds. He 
delivered countless babies for the poor. He is remembered by the 
local people as Tuskegee's Hbaby doctor".

Thus, 1 find it nothing short of appaliing that critics, 
who, I am confident, have never shown th® slightest concern about 
the well-being of poor southern blacks, are now trying to smear 
Dr. Foster — of all peoplel — for his alleged insensitivity to 
the poor black people of Tuskegee. And it is shocking that these 
reprehensible tactics might actually work.

If we keep up this sort of thing, treating honorable 
nominees as so such fodder for the latest round of character
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Date: 3/1/95

Attn: Mr. John Podesta and Ms. Flo McAfee

Fax No: 202-456-2215

From: Dr. Broadus N. Butler

Dr. DroocCus N. f
10014 Branch Vtcu> Coixrt 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20903 

Telephone: 301-431-0643 

*Fax Number: 301-431-3066

Fax No: 301-431-3066

Notes: I regret very much that it has taken this long to 
prepare the attached statement. Even so, it was done in a 
sense of haste and needs careful grammatical and editorial 
scrutiny which I will appreciate your kindness to do, 
considering the potential importance of it with respect to Dr. 
Foster. I have a printed copy of the final report of the Ad 
Hoc Panel 1 chaired and, in a separate Fax, I will send to you 
a copy of my separate memo dated April 23, 1973 
regarding the conduct of the Ad Hoc Panel itself. I will be at 
home and available for call on tomorrow morning. My 
telephone number is 301-431-0643.
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BN.OR.LR.BUTLER

STATEMENT BY DR. BROADUS N. BUTLER IN RE: THE MACON COUNTY 
SYPHILIS STUDY OF 1932 1972 AND DR. HENRY W. FOSTER

(As the former Chairman of the Department of Health Education and 
Welfare Ad Hoc Committee to Study the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, I 
have a public service responsibility to issue the following statement 
from my own personal experience with the Ad Hoc Committee to 
Study the so-called Tuskegee Syphilis Study and the questioning of 
the integrity of Dr. Henry W. Foster with respect to his knowledge or 
judgment of it in 1969.)

I strongly support the appointment of Dr. Henry W. Foster for the 
position of Surgeon General of the United States and am not 
surprised that he is under vicious attack for making professional 
judgments and engaging in legal and approved professional practices 
in the context of their times and with integrity and high public 
service concern. These are judgments and practices for which the 
professional integrity of others has been neither questioned nor 
condemned; and, indeed, some have been acclaimed heroes.

It does not surprise me that the press and conservative politicians 
are reaching for any straw or innuendo to derogate his character and 
deprive the nation of his services as Surgeon General. In rapid 
succession, this has been the fate of too many honorable and 
distinguished African Americans who have given themselves to the 
high service of this nation in recent years. Rut reaching to the so- 
called Tuskegee Syphilis Study, which was a misnomer, a scientific 
travesty and a garbled, guarded secretive study by the federal 
government itself about which even now there is as much 
misinformation as credible fact is a new low to besmirch the 
character of an honorable man who had nothing to do with the study 
which had been arranged at a time and under a circumstance that 
African American physicians were members of he National Medical 
Association, but not members of the Macon County Medical Society, 
and affiliate of the American Medical Association.

I reviewed my copy of the April 23, 1973 Final Report of the 
Tuskegee Syphilis Study Ad Hoc Advisory Panel; and, on page 3 
under the heading "Meetings,” there is mention of a subcommittee 
meeting on Charge HI at the Holiday Inn—La Guardia Airport on 
September 22, 1972 apparently before the first recorded Panel 
meeting at the National Institutes of Health on September 27, 1972. 
As Chairman, I neither attended nor knew about such a meeting at
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"At

La Guardia Airport to the best of my knowledge. My fiisi meeting 
was on the date of the swearing in of the Panel and Its briefing as a 
whole at HEW in Washington, D.C. and that briefing is not listed in the 
Final Report as a meeting. Yet that report will be considered the 
"official" record. It is even the case that all of the meetings, including 
the date of the final meeting may not be accurate, by the way that 
the Panel operated.

It does not surprise me also that a meeting took place in 1969 in 
Macon County which is different from the one reported in the Final 
Report of the Ad Hoc Panel. On page 10 of that report, there is 
reference to a meeting of an Ad Hoc Committee to review the 
Tuskegee Study on February 6, 1969. It listed the participants and 
resource persons, including the State of Alabama Health Officer, 
Professors and Department Chairmen from the Medical Schools of the 
University of Tennessee, University of Pennsylvania, University of 
Miami, Emory University, a senior member of the technical staff oi 
the Milbank Memorial Fund and members of the National Centers for 
Disease Control of the U.S. Public Health Service. No African 
American physician or medical school professor is listed as being 
present even from the Andrew Memorial Hospital or the Veterans 
Hospital of Tuskegee, Alabama do I recognize on the list. The other 
meeting with the Macon County Medical Society is not recorded in 
the Final Report of the Ad Hoc Panel and probably was not in the 
information provided the panel by the staff of HFW at that time. 
Strangely, the February 6,1969 meeting contains a statement: 
this time it was mentioned that both Macon County Health 
Department and Tuskegee Institute were cognizant of the Study." 
There is no verification of that statement provided, and it is contrary 
to all of the information received by the Ad Hoc Panel I chaired. 
Moreover, even after its first recommendation read: "This type of 
study would never be repeated" that same Ad Hoc Committee 
recommendation number four was that: "More contact should be 
established between PHS (Public Health Service) and Macon County 
Health Department and Medical Society so they would cooperate in 
the continuance of the study." This is typical of the contradictions 
which permeate all of the history' of that study and which indicated 
the predisposition of the Public Health Service in whatever brief 
meeting it may have held in that year with the Macon County 
Medical Society.

It does not surprise me, then, that no one of the Macon County 
Medical Society members would immediately have protested, since 
no officer of the Macon County Medical Society is listed as having 
been invited to the February 6, 1969 meeting where the larger 
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issues were discussed and a stateniem leprtseiiling that organization 
and Tuskegee institute was made as a part of the report without the 
presence of a representative of either institution. The question 
which should bo asked is "Why was not a member of the Macon 
County Medical Society invited to the February 6, 1969 meeting if 
the purpose of the meeting was to determine whether the study 
should be continued or terminated?"

If indeed a meeting did take place between the U.S. Public Health 
Service or the Centers for Disease Control and the Macon County 
Medical Society in .1969, there probably are as many credible 
versions of who was in attendance and what was the content of the 
meeting as there are political, racial, scientific and emotional 
attitudes about the study itself regardless of the facts. It does not 
impress me as being worthy of condemnation of the integrity or 
character of any member of the 1969 Macon County Medical Society 
as distinguished from the 1932 Macon County Medical Society or that 
any responsible person would have immediately protested based 
upon the limited amount and kind of information presented by the 
U.S. government at that time, or the way that it probably was 
presented. It was not until the later broader public revelations of 
the racial, moral and ethical that even the 1969 members of the 
Macon County Medical Society became aware of those dimensions of 
the study, and only after high visibility public exposure was the HEW 
Ad Hoc Panel which I chaired was formed in 1972.

The Panel I chaired for HEW from 1972-73 to study the Syphilis 
Study actually wound up in disarray and with individuals and 
factions varying widely in their own interpretations of rhe 
incomplete data it had available to it and the failure to further 
pursue and to receive answers to fundamental questions within the 
context of the three charges even before it. The Panel did visit 
Macon County, Alabama for a brief day or so and it visited the 
Archives of Fisk University to review the report and records of Dr. 
Charles S. Johnson, former President of Fisk University, Director of 
the Fisk University Human Relations Institute and distinguished 
sociologist who had been commissioned by the Medical Director of 
the Rosenwald Fund to review and evaluate the conditions of Macon 
County and, presumably, of the syphilis study. The published 
version of the Johnson report to the Rosenwald Fund was titled 
Shadow of the Plantation. As chairman, I noted that two of the most 
vocal and presumable authoritative members of the Panel did not 
visit the Fisk Archives or bother to read Dr. Johnson’s observations.

What set the Ad Hoc Panel at odds was the revelation that the 
syphilis study was not a Tuskegee Study or even exclusively a Macon
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County study. It was revealed that one county in each of some eight 
southern states had been selected and that prominent universities 
such as Harvard, Yale, Stanford, Michigan, Virginia and even 
indirectly Howard University professors wore engaged in syphilis 
studies and that a university represented by a prominent member of 
the Ad Hoc Panel had been engaged in autopsy studies as was those 
at Macon County attitudes on the Panel about whether the sole focus 
of the Panel should be upon "Tuskegee" or whether the total scope of 
the syphilis studies, including other autopsy studies should be 
examined seriously affected the subsequent performance of the 
Panel. At least one member of the Panel was both a Medical Doctor 
and a Professor of Law at Yale and an authority on human 
experimentation. Yale was mentioned as having conducted autopsy 
studies. The then Attorney General of Pennsylvania was a member 
of the Panel and a Professor of the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School was listed on the 1969 Ad Hoc Committee. A 
theologian of Princeton University, the Director of one of the largest 
venereal disease programs in the nation (that of the City of New 
York) and a contender for the presidency of the National Medical 
Association. All of those appeared to have interests which differed 
from those of the Chair of the Howard University Dental School, the 
Chair of the National Medical Foundation, Chief Counsel of the 
National Urban League and the President of the Alabama Labor 
Council AFL-CIO, all of whom were members of the Panel. Even the 
chairman of the Panel felt that there was not sufficient, consistent 
and non-conflicting information across the membership of the 
committee itself on its last day of meeting to make definitive or 
opinionated recommendations beyond those required in response to 
Charges I, II and III which had the unanimous prior concurrence of 
all of the members and very early in the deliberations. The 
recommendations with respect to Charge HI had to take into account 
the present interpretation of the ethical standards of "informed 
consent" and the deeper question of the involvement of human 
beings at all in certain kinds of studies and experimentation. There 
was even the fundamental scientific question of the distinction 
between a longitudinal study such as this one was interpreted to be 
and a project which can be scientifically defined as an experiment. 
That distinction remained and is still confused with respect to the 
Macon County Syphilis Study.

I must say that the integrity of the Panel and the honest 
differences among the panelists with respect to their knowledge and 
understanding of the facts made available to them by the Public 
Health Service can hardly be fairly assessed or portrayed at this time 
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or in the present context of political rhetoric. Even the rhetoric of the 
news media and the racial implications inherent in the language of 
choice in 1972 made it difficult for the Panel members to 
communicate with each other. I remember distinctly that in the last 
meeting, I was surprised that the Attorney General of Pennsylvania 
asked, "What is an ethical question?" I listened, but heard no 
answer. My own academic field was philosophy, and my area of 
interest in philosophy was and still is ethics and value language; yet, 
I volunteered no answer knowing that whatever I would have said 
would not have been appreciated at that point. There appeared to be 
at that meeting more interest in public posturing than in 
concentration on the study Itself. I was happy to find the tinal 
recommendations were responsibly worded and approved, even 
though, as chairman, I myself abstained from the voting process 
because of my dissatisfaction with the way that several members 
were determined to make a public show in spite of our commitment 
to report only to the Department of Health Education and Welfare 
and not directly to the public.

A Panel member or members even had invited the young man 
who had discovered the body of data on the study at the CDC while 
employed there and decided to go to Law School with the notion of 
using the data as a basis for building a later law career. Neither the 
Chairman had been informed nor had the Panel voted to invite the 
person, but there was insistence he the member or members that the 
person be given a stage in the final meeting. That for me was the 
last straw. I indicated my reluctance to be involved in what 1 
considered to be a violation of my own trust as chairman and 
indicated that, as chairman, I would report faithfully the 
recommendations of the Panel, but that I would abstain from the 
further proceedings of that day.

That wide range of "interests" was inevitable, and it included the 
reluctance of the chairman to go public with information which had 
the potential only to further confuse. There were serious questions 
of the lack of early protocol for the study which would have defined 
its objectives and methodology, we learned that the study had been 
reviewed presumably at five year intervals and that the protocol 
changed in the process. There was no exact scientific interpretation 
possible for the study since it was not a comparison between a 
treated and an untreated group of men, and that the so-called control 
group was just a group of men selected from the general population 
unrelated to the disease entity in question. It was not an experiment 
by any scientifically defensible definition, and its results were 
inconclusive as to the presumed measures by which they were
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SUPPOSC<^ to have been evaluated. The only firm conclusions by the 
panel were that the process was seriously flawed, it should not have 
been undertaken, it should have been concluded at the outset when 
penicillin became available in the 1950’s and that it had a linkage to 
a prior study, the Burke-Bruusgaard study in Norway from 1890 to 
1910 and resumed in 1927 which itself was based on an earlier 
study of a comparison between untreated Portuguese soldiers and 
treated British soldiers where the survival rate among the untreated 
seemed to have been higher among the untreated because of the 
risks associated with the drugs of choice at that early time as 
distinguished from the more recent time. Even that connection as a 
justification for the study was not clear and was not adequately 
pursued.

All of this is cited because we are now in a climate of entirely 
different standards of judgment and of the state of the medical arts 
and sciences while looking in hindsight upon efforts to undertake 
studies, however well or ill intended, and to use that hindsight for 
purely political purposes. This is also a climate of vicious assaults 
upon respected African Americans, even for things for which the 
accusers themselves are responsible. They themselves have the 
controls and exploit the capabilities to distort information and the 
engineer confusions and doubts to deceive the public at the expense 
of the character and reputations of perfectly honorable, dedicated 
and highly competent African Americans, and those considered to he 
members of all other so-called minority groups and poor. African 
American women are even distinguished in their minds from women 
when they use the term "women."

Until we get beyond the present wave of reprehensible 
connotations, all language will continue to be twisted and distorted 
and reputations will continue to be destroyed. Perfectly good people 
will continue to be under such vicious attack that I would not blame 
them for not offering their services. That in itself is and has been a 
costly loss to this nation in the underutilization of dedicated and 
highly competent African Americans and other minority Americans 
for purely racial and political purposes. Some of the great minds 
and dedicated potential public servants in our nation refuse to 
submit themselves to that process which is no less reprehensible and 
morally indefensible than the so-called Tuskegee Syphilis Study 
itself, for these honorable persons spend the rest of their lives under 
suspicion and "study" as though they were the perpetrators of or the 
willing cooperators in some wrong rather than the victims. Dr. Foster 
is no exception, he is only one among many who come immediately 
to my mind.
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It is ironic that other researchers who used members of the U. S. 
military, who used and still use prisoners, who used and still use 
unsuspecting poor are among our most honored national heroes. That 
category includes those who developed and persuaded the most 
humane President of the United States of this century, President 
Harry S. Truman, to approve and order the use of the most 
destructive weapon ever used against humankind, the Atomic Bomb. 
Those researchers are either acclaimed as heroes or protected by 
anonymity under the vague cover-all of National Security. Still 
others apparently are still engaged in experiments and studies in 
violation on the Helsinki Declarations and of the American Medical 
Association codes as revealed by recent reports from the US. 
Department of Energy, headed by a distinguished African American 
as its whose whole Department is now threatened with closure by 
the same political forces.

Services to the nation which can be credited to the Syphilis 
Studies as catalysts are the White House Conference on 
Communicable Diseases of 1937 and the Communicable Disease Act of 
1938 which established the Centers for Communicable Disease 
Control and the present public consciousness of the need to monitor 
and curb the involvement of our government in the use of human 
beings in experimentation. If Dr. Foster will provide that service as, 
indeed, has Secretary of Energy Hazel O’Leary; he, too, even if 
confirmed, will continue to be under unremitting attack. But he will 
provide a valuable and needed service to the future of our nation 
just as she has done.

/[//y//
Broadus N. Butler, Ph.zD. 

Former Chairman, HEW AD 
Hoc Panel on the Study of 
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study
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April 23, 1973

Dear Doctor Edwards:

<

Stw/Lt College cb^inered June 12. I.'-'C/J: Sew Orlaini (Jnii tesuy chartered July 8. ZS69; 
Dillard University ihcrtered June 5. 19J0 to succeed to and continue their work.

These conditions were accepted in the initial orientation session and 
re-confirmed in Che first meeting. In addition, a code of protocol and 
conduct for each panel member with respect both to the handling of the 

• data and documents which members would receive and to abstention from 
public airing of the issues except tlxrough the Office of the Assistant 
Serrpi*ary ws« accepted by each member as binding for the duration of the 
tenure of the Panel.

f. . .

Dr. Charles C. Edwards
Assistant Secretary for Health and Scientific Affairs
U.S. Department oE Health, Education and Welfare
Washington, D.C. 20202

You wi 1.1 be able to determine from a review of my initial conversations 
with Dr. Merlin K. DeVal, then Asaibliuit Seurwlury fur Health and Scientific 
Affairs, and the members of his staff who were assigned the responsibility 
for the Ad hoc Advisory Panel on the Tuskegee Syphilis Study that I ac­
cepted the chairmanship of that Panel under specific conditions which I 
hoped and expected would be respected both by the Hanel members and by the 
Department in the interest of achieving as nearly as possible an objective 
and fair report on the three charges which were placed before the Panel.

BN.OR.LR.BUTLER 3014313066

DILLARD UNIVERSITY
new oatEANS, loihsiana 70122

I especially requested that the Panel be permitted to do its work in 
an almiosphcrc of reasonable detachment from politics and the news media 
and with a commitment by the panel members that they would respect the 
fact that their Function as prescribed in Section 2 (lI) of Executive Order 
1167.1 is solely advisory and that the' committee should not be used for 
functions not solely advisory. Secondly, it was expected that the mombprs 
would accept a commitment to base the Panel reports upon a responsible 
analysis of the data which would be made available to them on tha histor­
ical setting; the disease and its treatment history; related studies of 
Lhe disease uL that timu, prior to tJiat time and subsequent to the advent 
of penicillin; and upon such other information as would enable the Panel's 
reports to be both objectively and responsibly advisory Lo Lhe AsHistuut 
Secretary at a level, of maturity above that which was already currant in 
the political and news media arenas. ‘
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April 23, 1973

Unfortunately, these conditions did not prevail after December 31, 1972; 
and, indeed, sonic or then, had been violated by one or two panel members 
themselves even before December 31 while we were operating fully within the 
context of the original understanding. Subsequent"to December 31, my ef­
forts to maintain a semblance of the original conditions of the Panel opera­
tions were to no avail. As I predicted, both the character of the Panel be­
havior and the character of the final report were affected by 1-hn rhnnjrc. 
'flie position of chairman itself became untenable in the face of the combi­
nation of the behaviors of snvpral Panel members and the changed context of 
interpretation of the conditions under which the work of the Panel was to 
be done.

BN.OR.LR.BUTLER
1*4

Dr. Charles C. Edwards

I should respectfully suggest that there is a serious conflict between 
the requirements of informed, rasponsible and detached judgment no a re­
sponsibility of such an Advisory Panel as this one and the operation of such 
A Panel or committee in the public arena. The dilemma warrants re-study if 
for no less serious reason than that persons who cannot resist the temptation 
to notoriety and persona who see themselves as funuLiuuing in other than 
advisory wles will always have an advantage over panel mcrJiars who wish to 
address themselves eiLhei- seriously or exclusively to the advisory function.

I withdrew from participation except to remain present in the.room 
during the afternoon session of the final meeting of the Panel on March 28, 
197 3, because by the interpretation oi Mr. Joel Mangel, the Department* of 
H.E.W. Attorney there present, a decision to change that final part of the 
meeting [which was supposed to be the lust opportunity for deliberation and 
writing of the final recommendations) from closed to open after it had been 
annoiuiced as closed, would constitute a breach of the requirement of prior 
notice that the session would be open; and, because in spifn nf this ad­
monition, the Panel not only voted the meeting open, but denied the Chair­
man the privilege of any response. My withdrawal constituted a de facto 
resignation from the committee, and I determined then that I would make the 
resignation formally to you. However, after days of reflection nnd serious 
conversations with Dr. Backus, I determined that I was neither appointed 
nor elected to the Chairmanchip by that Panel. While I had no further re­
sponsibility to its membership, I did have a responsibility to the Department 
of Health, Education and Wei fa ire. Hence the ureatjnL letter.

I realize that coma aspects of this combination may have been unavoid­
able in view of the provisions of the new Public Information Act, but I 
also know that it would have been possible Lo maintain the integrity of the 
work of the Panel had there been a will to do so. Indeed, I was serving 
on another Advisory CoirmiLtee at the Same time in which the problems posed 
by the act were handled without complication and without impairment to the 
integrity of the work of that committee. I believe that the integrity of 
the work of this Panel could have been preserved except for the deliberate 
behaviors by several committee members who saw opportunity in the changed 
conditions to reinforce the interests of their own personal agendas. To be 
sure, the recommendations which you will receive as representing the Panel, 
though well written, will reflect basically their postures which c-.-mn t-n 
dominate the entire Panel.
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absolute with respect to certain valuce us being good or bad and LhaL nu 
conduct or behavior is considered to be either morally or ethically justi-

vxtiw ux une lacr rnar rne issue or the summary 
judgment aS a Jiural Judgment upon the study was made very shortly thereafter 
There is a very important difference between a moral judgment and an

It must be noted that the report which you will read as the response 
to Charge I was prepared by Dr. Jeanne Sinkford after that March 28 meeting. 
It represents a sincere effort to salvage some sense of respectability in 

. response tn the charge while deferring to the conclusions imposed uyun her 
report by the Panel in its final meeting. It also represents her sincere 
effort to recognise-that there were complex lilt, Lux-lual and medical con­
siderations surrounding the study itself, that there is an absence of 
specific substantive data on sujne key questions, and that other data leave 
too many open questions for Panel judgments to be so conclusory on the 
moral issues. Shu was bound ty and did report the conclusory judgments of 
the Panel as they were communicated and adopted in the final meeting. The 
fact is that the documents contain strong supports for several different ■ 
moral and scientific judgments. A fair report by the Panel would have 
exhibited the several possible moral positions reflected in the data itself, 
including divergent ethical codes as represented in documents which wore in 
our possession for study and deliberation as ethical codes quilo apart from 
the Helinski, Nurenburg and American Medical Association codas. Ono in­
teresting fact is that the Macon County Medical Society had an Ethics Com­
mittee in 1932. The Study was initially approved by that committee as well 
as by the State of Alabama Health Department. An examination of ethical 
systems including thP criteria used by the Macon County Committee would 
have been appropriate prior to the summary issue of a moral judgment upon 
the s-fciiriy itself. .

tiable which contravenes those absolute standards. IL would huvo been 
worthwhile for the Panel to have considered whether any norms arc suf- 

absolute or inherent in the American Ethic (explicit or implied) 
which would provide a specific source of normative address to tho Macon 
County study beyond the sLill vague standard of info lined consent and the 
hindsight reference to the Helinski and Nurenburg codes. Incidentally 
there is no documentation that the doctrine of infonned consent had evolved 
at the time of the initiation of the Macon County study nor that it could

One Panel member waa interested to learn whether there is u difference 
between a moral judgment and an ethical judgment. I was surprised that he 
naked the question so late, buL even more surorised that an answer was not 
provided, especially in view of the fact that the issue of the - -

ethical principle. Ethical theory addresses itself to the systematic effort 
to determine what is good, while moral norms use ethical principles as 
points of reference for the determination of what is right to do or more 
specifically what ought to be done. In some cases, and specifioully is 
this recognized in the two religiously based ethical documents governing 
the practice of medicine in hospitals which were made available to uo what 
is morally required may conflict with an ethical code. The moral require­
ment may then be judged to supersede the ethical code under prescribed con­
ditions. On the other hand, it may be judged that an ethical, principle ds
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With respect to Charge II, the prelJ/ntnary reconimendaL.iuii^ wex’e based 
on humane considerations which recommended in effect that the subject par­
ticipants, both presumed infected and presumed non-j.ntccted persons, be 
relieved of any further involvement ns study subjects. But even this 
recommendation left open the possibility that further study and analysis 
of the presently accumulated data and patient records may yield informa­
tion or results beneficial either to the participants or to society or to 
both. That set of recommendations did not deny the values which may yet 
accrue from further study of already accumulated data. Moreover, there 
was at the time of rhe suhmissinn of the recommendations on Charge II an 
explicit promise to later document the basis for those recommendations. 
I regret that the px'omisad full dooumontabian was nob produced by that Sub­
committee cr by the Tancl.

One of the main thrusts of the report on Charge III is the recommenda­
tion that there be established a National Human Invcatight.i.on Board to 
establish policy with respect to the involvement of human beings in the 
total range of studies not only in the field of medicine, but in the many 
other fields in which the advancement of knowledge requires the involvement 
of human beings as objects of study, Investigation or experimentation. 
Even that recommendation did not originate with the Sul) commit tec as it was 
already contained in a bill prepared by Senator Hubert it. Humphrey. The 
recommendation is prima facie good, but my own observation of this Panel of 
professional persons suggests that even the adoption of such a recommenda­
tion should be proceeded by studied consideration of a code of conduct and 
of integrity for the membership of such a Board as well as of the conditions 
under which such a Board should engage its deliberations. In addition, a 
determination should be made at some point as to which among the varied 
and ronflicbincT Pthioal systems will be given priority as the system of 
reference for policies. Policies pronounced by such a Board inevitably 
will be translated into moral norms and standards within which sfiir1i.ps, 
research, and experiments will be required to be conducted* if)indeed, they 
are permitted to be conducted at all involving human beings as objects of 
study. Such moral standards must ultimately refer to some ethical system 
which must serve us the system of common reference. I hope, therefore, 
that as much attention will be given to the Board membership as to the 
Board itself and to the prior establishment of both a pivpwr code of per­
sonal conduct and a uniformly applicable code of common ethical reference

be made retmartivply applicable us a criterion for moral judgment, al­
though it is without doubt that some moral criteria were applicable and 
were indeed entertained at the rime rhp study was initiated. Nox1 would 
the concept of informed consent itself have been adequate to base a moral 
judgment even after it evolved. For even the strictly religiously based 
ethical codes recognize specific functional limitations of the concept 
when it is to be applied as moral doctrine. Nevertheless, we are grateful, 
that Dr. Sinkford mads the effort to frame the dilemma and to suggest the 
need for further study of Lhe quesliun.
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April 23, 1973-5-Dx‘, Cliux'lvs C. Edwards

yours,»

Broadus N. Butler, Ph.D.
Chaiwnan, Tuokcgcc Syphilis Study
Ad Hoc Advisory Panel

Sint^efcly

BNB:db
cc: . Dr. Robert C. Backus

which would be binding upon each member individually as a condition of the 
member's participation on such a Board.. This is all the more imperative 
in the light of the reports about presently existing ethics committees 
both within and across professional fields.

At an earlier time, I recommended to Dr. Backus and to Dr. Cohart 
that the valuable mass of data and documents so diligently assembled, 

' systematized and coded by the staff be made available in toto to selected 
archival libraries and through them to serious scholars in the hope that 
burnt! fuLurc mure sludied aLLentiun to them may bring forth a better and 
more comprehensive analysis than the Panel was able to produce. One thing 
is clear: a better and more definitive analysis of that total complex 
which is presently over-simplified as the Tuskegee Syphilis Study is still 
needed. I hope that soma, future effort by some scholar or scholars under 
more concentrated and objective circumstances may pi'oduce a better result. 
Would that we had a man of the gift of the late Dr. Charles S. Johnson who 
made the original study titled Shadow of the Plantation.

Having said all of these things, I respectfully submit that the 
three reports are to be interpreted as the Panel reports without personal 
concurrence on my part or further conunent upon them at this time. I wish 
to reserve judgment, and I will do so until T am satisfied that T can make 
an informed jxidgment in good and independent conscience. I am not prepared 
to do that at the present time.

Singe

/Broad

The accumulated and systematized present data which could serve as the 
basis for such a future effort may well be the best single contribution 
associated with the cxistencp of this Panel . I hope that future attention 
to these and other data now known to be available for serious study may 
produce that better understanding which eluded the Panel.

In cpitc of the unfortunate turn of events in the final weeks of the 
Panel tenure, it was a genuine pleasure to work with Dr. Robert C. Backus, 
Dr. Paul Cohart, Mrs. Jacqueline Eagle, Mrs. Bernice M. Dee, Mr. Robert 
Rowles, Mr. James Morant, and Attorney Joel Mangel of the U.S. Department 
uf H.E.W. Washington staff; Dr. David Souccr, Mr. William C. Watson, Jr., 
and Mr. Franklin Miller of the Communicable Disease Center in Atlanta. All 
of them gave an extraordinary measure of themselves to the full and fair 
execution of'their' responsibilities to the Panel. I wish also to. thank 
those members of the Panel who tried in good faith to fulfill their respon­
sibilities in the face of the difficult and changing circumstances of the 
operation of the Panel.
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GUEST EDITORIAL SUBMITTED BY JERRY CRAWFORD
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Dr. Henry Foster Jr. should be confirmed as Surgeon General. Regardless of the 

outcome, however, President Clinton is already a winner for making the decision to stand 

behind his nominee.

Three reasons compel Dr. Foster’s confirmation.

First, Dr. Foster (and his nomination) are NOT about abortion. If it were T would 

not, as a person with pro-life views, support it. Any objective review of Dr. Foster’s 

career makes it clear that he abhors abortion and believes that it should be rare in

America. Strident abortion rights activists have done Dr. Foster no favor with their shrill 

effort to turn his nomination into an abortion debate.

Second, Dr. Foster’s nomination IS about life. Foster has spent his lengthy and 

distinguished medical career celebrating life The lives of mothers; the lives of countless 

thousands of babies he has brought into the world: and. perhaps most importantly, the 

quality of life of teenage women he has worked to presen e by working to prevent 

teenage pregnancy.

How' has Dr. Foster attempted to prevent teenage pregnancy? By encouraging 

abstinence; a position that has earned him the opposition of groups who prefer condom 

distribution by the schools.

ei\
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Third,. Dr Foster is a proven leader in public henhh education. Is tills Uic assertion

of a partisan Democrat? No. It was the conclusion of President George Bush in awarding

Dr. Foster one of the ’’thousand points of light” award for his creation and leadership of 

the "I Have a Future” program. “I Have a Future” is Dr. Foster’s effort to leach personal

responsibility and self esteem in poor black neighborhoods of his community by teaching

the value of work and education and productivity. These are the very goals that have 

been championed by many prominent Republican leaders including Jack Kemp. This is 

what Dr. Foster’s career ha* been about - NOT abortion.

President Clinton’s decision to stand strong for the Foster nomination breathes 

new wind into his presidential sails.

President Clinton has often been characterized as too willing to compromise and 

back away from a fight. The decision to stand by Foster shows a firm resolve.

The President occupies the crucial political center with his support of Foster.

Some left-leaning Democratic Senators have shown their re-election paranoia by whining 

about being forced to vote on a “controversial” nominee (never mind his qualifications).

White House Chiei oi Statf Leon Panetta says “God Forbid!” a senator should have to 

take a controversial stand. (Panetta appeals to be steering a steadier course at the White

House).

But the real opportunity in the President’s solidarity with his nominee comes from 

one prominent Republican presidential candidate after another elbowing their way to the 

extreme right in an effort to prove themselves “most worthy” of the support ofthe 
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leadership of the Christian Coalition. 1 believe both the would-be Republican Presidents

AND the leadership of the Christian Coalition are out of step with their constituencies.

How many American citizens who view themselves as supportive of “family values" are 

going to feel anything other than respect and admiration for a black man who pulled

himself up by his bootstraps and was the only African American in his deep south

medical school over fort}- years ago? Who has been married to the same woman for 

thirty-five years? Who has won the thousand points of light award from President Bush?

Who has preached abstinence and avoidance of teenage pregnancy? Whose entire career 

is about work ethic and personal responsibility?

President Clinton finds himself anchored in the political center. He should now

fight like hell. First for Dr. Foster, and second, to keep his Republican challengers

anchored far to his right.

-30-

612 words.

Jeny Crawford is a Des Moines Attorney who recently served as Chairman of the “NO
Commonwealth Committee”.

912024561213 P.03



Credibility 

3 different estimates of the number of abortions performed

in 38 years of practice.

Accreditation 

Sterilization 

later the AP reports the clinical trials story - 55 
of the 60 studied.

-WH confirmed that Foster had been involved in sterilizing 
mentally retarded during the 60's and 70's.

Issues Raised in Nickles OpEd 
(2/15/95 - "The Hill")

- initially told administration officials that he performed just 
one
- then he issued a statement saying, "As a private practicing 
physician, I believe that I performed fewer than a dozen 
pregnancy terminations."
- Later on "Nightline," he said that he had performed 39 
abortions

In his OpEd, Senator Don Nickles of Oklahoma asks the President 
or Henry Foster to withdraw his nomination. He believes that Dr. 
Foster "has trouble with the truth". Here are the three issues 
that trouble him:

-According to Nickles: "Foster has also had trouble with the 
truth in discussing his records as an administrator at Meharry 
Medical College."
-Foster: "I maintained an accredited residence program for 17
years."(Nightline)
-The Washington Times reported that the obstetrics residency 
program lost accreditation in 1990 when Foster was department 
chair.
-USA Today reports that two other Meharry medical residency 
programs - pediatrics and surgery - also lost accreditation when 
Foster was the Dean of the medical college.

-Two days
abortions
-Nickles believes that there are still unanswered questions about 
the transcript from HEW's ethics advisory Board.
Nickles: "At first, the administration suggested the transcripts
were counterfeit, that Dr. Foster may not have attended the 
meeting and that the statement may have been made by a different 
Dr. Foster. They have since conceded that the transcripts are 
genuine, but the nominee categorically denies having made the 
statement, despite official government transcripts to the 
contrary."
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD

Planned Parenthood and Dr. Foster share the mission of resolving our nation’s most 
troubling health crises by providing effective solutions which focus on prevention and 
responsibility. Throughout his career, Dr. Foster has been a driving force in the prevention 
of teen pregnancy and a leader in the field of public health. The highly effective, "I Have a 
Future" program, which Dr. Foster developed, stresses sexual responsibility, self-control, 
education, and job skills and provides positive alternatives to having children. Similarly, 
Planned Parenthood’s medical and educational services help prevent nearly half a million 
unintended pregnancies each year.

Planned Parenthood is a health care organization which manages nearly 1,000 health 
centers in 49 states and the District of Columbia. Planned Parenthood serves four million 
women and men each year, making it the nation’s largest provider of comprehensive 
reproductive health care, including breast examinations, PAP tests, testing and treatment for 
sexually transmitted diseases, infertility services, birth control methods and counseling, and 
comprehensive sexuality education. Dr. Foster has served on local and national Planned 
Parenthood boards since 1974.

Although Dr. Foster does not advocate abortion as a substitute for family planning, he 
supports Planned Parenthood’s efforts to provide abortion services when a woman chooses to 
have the legal, constitutionally-protected procedure. Dr. Foster has repeatedly voiced his 
concern that all women have access to reproductive health care, including abortion. He also 
has supported Planned Parenthood’s efforts to secure the passage of the Freedom of Access 
to Clinic Entrances Act, legislation designed to protect patients and staff at women’s health 
care centers.

While Dr. Foster was a member of the organization’s Board of Directors, the 
Nashville affiliate filed a lawsuit challenging a Tennessee law requiring parental notice before 
a teenage girl could obtain an abortion. Dr. Foster has sought to involve parents in their 
children’s decisions to obtain contraceptive or abortion services and strongly believes that 
parents should be involved in these decisions. He has worked to limit the number of 
abortions performed on teenagers by promoting abstinence and alternatives to having children 
through programs such as the "I Have a Future" program. Dr. Foster realizes, however, 
that some young women cannot notify their parents, because they come from homes where 
physical violence or emotional abuse is prevalent or because their pregnancy is the result of 
incest. Dr. Foster opposed the Tennessee law because it required parental notice for a minor 
seeking abortion with no exception for minors from abusive homes and no bypass mechanism 
as required by the United States Supreme Court.

To prevent unwanted pregnancies and to provide alternatives to sexual activity, Dr. 
Foster looks primarily to parents and families. He encourages parents to educate their 
children about sexuality and reproductive health and to promote the need to postpone 
premature sexual activity. Dr. Foster also realizes that schools may play an important role 
in the process and advocates developing age-appropriate educational programs which promote 
abstinence and which prepare teenagers for responsible sexual involvement as adults.
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MEDICAL DIRECTOR
Peter Cartwright. M.D.

Malpractice Suit Against Planned Parenthood of 
Middle Tennessee

All the best, especially in the next few weeks - do know 
there are thousands who stand behind you.

95 white Bridge Road, Ste. 312 
Nashville. Tennessee 37205
615-353-0755 Administrat ion 
615-356-5326 Education
615-356-6616 Fax

Shelby Tabeling
Associate Executive Director

On another note, we have continued to work hard behind 
the scenes and have just completed the video, which is a 
fine testimony to you and your accomplishments. Janet 
Lubow, our Board member in charge of the project, will 
send you a copy when it is finalized at the end of the week. 
Next week PPFA will be distributing it in Washington as a 
video postcard from Tennesseans.

We know your attention during the time when the incident 
occured and the suit filed was consumed by the merger of 
Meharry and General Hospitals. I am forwarding
information about the suit both to you and to Todd Stern in 
John Podesta’s office so that we may be prepared in case 
you are asked about it at any time.

Dr. Peter Cartwright suggested that we alert you to the 
renewed interest in the suit currently under litigation against 
PPMT referred to in the Sunday, April 9, 1995 edition of the 
New York Times.
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Eugene W. Fowlnkle. M.D. 
Ruby Y. Fowlnkle
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Walter Harrelson, Ph.D. 
Martha R. Ingram
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Heloise werthan Kuhn
Mary Frances Lyle
Barbara Mann
Elise McMillan
Philip Nicholas. M.D. 
Elizabeth Queener
Nancy A. Ransom. Ed.D. 
Herbert Schulman. M.D. 
Jean Schulman
Peggy w. steine
Colleen Conway Welch. Ph.D.

MEMBERS:
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Bruce Beyer. M.D. 
John Auston Bridges 
Iris w. Buhl
Trudy Caldwell Byrd 
Kathy Cheatham 
Esther H. Cohn 
Sally F. Cook 
Kerry Eason
Donna Eskind 
Don Estes 
Dianne D. Gilbert 
Elwyn Grimes. M.D. 
Mary Anne Harwell 
Joan Hummell
Anita J. Jenious 
Janet Lubow 
Deirdre Macnab 
David Ragosin 
wonnie Short 
Howard Stringer 
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Irwin venick
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We have talked with the attorney handling the case, Steven 
Heard, who advised that any response should be primarily 
limited to “I cannot discuss the affiliate’s pending litigation.” 
and “Planned Parenthood looks fonward to having the 
matter resolved in court.”. If you would like to contact Mr. 
Heard, he may be reached at Heard, Estes and Donnell 
(615-244-6538). Please let us know if we can be of further 
help.

Planned Parenthood
OF MIDDLE TENNESSEE



-y.‘

Planned Parenthood violated

wuMij vuului juuge
Hamilton Gayden affirmed the pa-

tors'
i

Par-ff"""

Smaller

I

FROM PAGE IB
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lt--p-ar-tm-e-nt-,i-re----, Teen forced to have abortion;,§ult �: 
h t By TonJ Dew ally abusing the girl's sister. cation." fix/ ! 

s; no one ur eannersta1twrtter In 1990, the girl's biological father On Ja 2] 1993, the boyfriend again-� 
A Rutherford County woman's killed himself after the girl refused to live took the to Planned Parenthood, -

fighters said, It began in apartment L-
101. Fire officials were still lnvesUgat­
lng the cause. 

"I think It started in the apartment
beside us," Armstrong said. "Smoke
was coming through the kitchen ceiling.
My husband grabbed the fire extin­
guisher, but what do you spray? 

"We never saw flames, but the
smoke kept coming out of the roof." 

The fire was "sneaky," Hudson said,
not sending flames through the walls or
roof, but hiding and burning. 

"At first, we thought we had It con­
fined in a closet area," Hudson said. 
"We bad a problem with IL There was a 
lot of fire rn the concealed spaces be­
tween apartments." 

When the nature of the fire became
apparent, Hudson called in more equip­
ment, eventually filling the parking lot
with more than 10 firefighting units. 

with him. where she talked to another counselor. $15.5 million lawsuit against Planned At that point, the girl went to live with But again the girl said she didn't want _:Parenthood of Middle Tennessee alleges the plaintiff. to have an abortion, the suit states. � that a teen-age relative was forced to In January 1993, the girl learned she Two days later, her boyfriend again ..: have an abortion agalmt her will t d told b bo f l d f k h Pl ed p hood The suit filed Wednesday in Davidson was pregnan an er y r en o too. er to ann arent ' where . 
one year, who took her to Planned Parent- the suit alleges clinic officials performed County Circuit Court alleges Planned Par- hood for a pregnancy tesL an abortion on her without her consenL :enthood officials violated state law by 

falling to notify the teen's legal guardian The test indicated she was 11 to 12 In February 1993, the girl's relative ·. 
concern1ng the abortion. weeks pregnanL learned the girl had had an abortion after •1 

Clara Smotherman's suit also alleges "At that time, she told (Planned Par- meeting with school officials concerning ,. 
officials broke the law by pressuring the enthood) that she did not want to have the her repeated absences. 
girl Into the abortion and by performing abortion," the suit states. · By Feb. 10, 1993, the girl "became lo- ·: 
the procedure without her coment. After that visit, her boyfriend called creasingly depressed and suicidal," so she �, 

Shelby Tabling, an official with her "every night urging her to get an was admitted to Tennessee Christian Med- • 
Planned Parenthood, said of the suit: abortion during which be repeatedly ical Center until March 9, 1993. 
"We've not seen it, so really, until we see threatened to commit suicide If she did After being discharged from the hospl- ' It, we really can't commenL" not have an abortion," the suit states. tal, "disruptions in the family relations" -� J. Thomas Smith, the Franklin attor- The suit alleges the boy's mother, an ed h be oey representing the plaintiff, also re- employee of Planned Parenthood, told the prompt er to placed in temporary 
fused comment on the case. girl she was "not thinking of the best in- custody of the Department of Human Ser-

According to the lawsuit, the girl's terests of her son" and that her refusal to vices. 
stepfather murdered her biological moth- have an abortion ''would impair her and The girl visits her family but sUll does : 
er and then committed suicide after sen• (her boyfriend's) prospects of future edu- not live with them, her attorney said. 

r 
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open new $1M chapel to public 
She says women of the church

are planning an event soon of 
"food, fun and entertainment" for 
homeless women and their chil­
dren lo keeping with the 1994 focus 
of women's work, which is to aid
the homeless. 
Heralds sing 

The acclaimed HeraJds Quartet
will perform at Madison Campus
Seventh-day Adventist Cburcb, 319
Hospital Drive in Madison, at 7

- Mnnliav. 

will be a big-screen television, and 
members are asked to bring con­
talnen of soup to be served at 5 
p.m. A worship service will follow.

■ Uncoya Hills Baptist Church 
will host a "Super Bowl Spectacu­
lar'' at 5 p.m. at Donelson Station 
Center. A highlight will be t.be 
showing of a video in which Na­
tional Football League players 
share their Christian testlmooies. 

Food ls fr ut reservations
must be · g 883-7111. 

■ Finl Cburcb, Frank-
mill hold "Super 

STUDENT MODEL 

SEARCH 

The World Famou6 Barblzon School of Modeling Is looking 
for new facei;, KIDS Ages 5 yre and up to train for Mui;lc 
Vitfeoi;, Movies, Commercials ana Prin� 

Awlit.ion ana interviews by �p�9nti; _only.
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: the county’s control, county 
7 officials are also helping 
the seeds of population

Rid Musacdio • Staff 
Firefighters battie the airport-area blaze at Hidden Valley 
Apartments. They pulled down ceilings to reach the fire, 
which raced through the building’s crawl space.
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h£r mother, stepfather and father . 
— and her boyfriend's threats of ” 
suicide if she did not have an abor-
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*■ Smotherman said in the lawsuit 
that her granddaughter’s boyfriend, 
Jason Millikan, then 17, drove Ed­
monds to a Planned Parenthood 
clinic on Jan. 19, 1993, for a preg­
nancy test The test showed that 
Edmonds was 11-12 weeks preg­
nant according to the lawsuit

Millikan called Edmonds every 
night for the next week, urging her 
to have an abortion and threaten­
ing to kill himself if she did not do 
so, Smotherman said in the lawsuit

Millikan’s mother, Sandy Milli­
kan, who works as a Planned Par­
enthood counselor, told Edmonds 
that her refusal to abort the fetus 
“would impair her and Jason’s 
prospects of future education,” 
Smotherman said in the lawsuit

Jason Millikan drove Edmonds 
to Planned Parenthood's main 
Nashville clinic, at 211 21st Ave. S., 
on Jan. 25 and Jan. 27, 1993, where

. ..
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ed to determine what the ' ~ •. . .
needs to attract more Indus- abuse,” on the abortion, 

the area. Smotherman charged that
study — cosponsored by Planned Parenthood officials per­

Central Bell and the Tennes- formed the abortion without con­
sidering the girl's psychological his­
tory — including the suicides of

merit lire
-■>-

Oles, and fed.:
•re on the scene for nearly three 
to District Chief Charles Hudson, 

todder trucks responded, 
^prse,” he said.

.id only two apartments 
Four others were dam- 

nd water, Hudson said.
concealed in the crawl space, 
through the building, he said.

i pulled ceilings down from the 
he said. “And we were pretty 

ig that”
.re fire is under investigation. ■

i
i

Girl given abortion she 
didn’t want, suit charges
Family accuses boy, mother of pressure
By KIRK LOGGINS
Staff Writer

A woman has charged that her
-14-year-old granddaughter was
pressured to have an abortion by
her boyfriend and his mother, who
works as a counselor for Planned
Parenthood of Middle Tennessee.

The girl, now 15, became de­
pressed and suicidal two weeks af­
ter having an abortion at Planned
Parenthood's clinic here last Jan.
27, her grandmother, Clara Smoth-

Rkky Rojers • Staff erman of La Vergne, said in a law-
se on Cross Plains Road su>t filed Wednesday in Davidson
tie. County Circuit Court

The girl, Charity Edmonds, is
now in the custody of the Tennes­
see Department of Human Services
and is living in an unnamed DHS 
group home, according to the suit

It blamed the girl’s subsequent
7 recently concluded a study psychological problems, including

t; -- tLa “increasing alcohol and drug

Brace yourself. Another blast of He still needs support, sgt. 
cold air is headed for Middle Tennessee. Lee Winnett of the Murfreesboro Police 
But it won’t be nearly as cold as last Department is battling soft-cell sarcoma, 
week's single-digit lows. The National a cancer that destroys the body’s soft 
Weather Service is predicting snow late tissues, with experimental medical treat- 
Saturday and early Sunday, but it’s too ments. The Rutherford County NAACP is 
soon to guess at accumulation. “It’s sponsoring a fund-raiser to offset Win­
looking pretty likely...,” said Ralph Trout- nett's medical bills beginning at 10 a.m. 

-8095^ Robert man’ a weather service specialist. Tern- tomorrow at the Patterson Center Pavil- 
peratures are expected to drop from the ion, 604 E. Castle St. Hot doos, hamburg- 

-8090; Dwight 50s this morning to the 40s this afternoon ers, fish sandwiches and cold drinks will 
1, 259-8090; and close to freezing tonight. .he sold. For information, call 895-8555.
z093. 2. — UNDA A. MOORE — JENNIFER GOODE
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New Tactic on Abortion:
Malpractice Accusation ' -n-’
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has filed nine suits against abortion doctors in the past decade.

being practiced out there in the

N

t

‘1
t'!

siSi

Warren Hern of Boulder, Colo., has 
for years been a prime target of the 
anti-abortion movement, both be­
cause he is an outspoken advocate oi

been In denial about the risks of 
abortion, both because of ideology, 
and because of economics. There are 
a lot of respectable doctors doing a 
lousy job. It’s not a sin to have a 
complication, but It Is a sin if you 
have not tried to prevent it. And it's a 
very serious sin if you abandon it." .

“1

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

filing abortion-malpractice suits 
now account for about 5 percent of 
the sales of his textbook. "I testified

am committed to providing womei 
with a service they need, but I haw 
begun to wonder if it's worth it Yot 
get nit about the head with a two-by 
four long enough and you finally sat 
ouch, that hurts."

While abortion-malpractice law­
suits are a new phenomenon in muc! 
of the country, they are almost rou 
tine for Mr. Jakubczyk, who has filei 
nine of them in the last decade. Be 
sides two against Dr. Finkel. Mr 
Jakubczyk has also filed malprac 
tice claims against the local Planner 
Parenthood affiliate, the A-Z Worn

women who have chosen abortions to . kill myself.’ She wanted the baby 
lawyers who oppose them, who must I had already chosen a name. But she 
then argue to the jury that the worn-] got pulled into having an abortion, 
en should not be judged harshly for] Within a week she was admitted tc 
having an abortion.

And malpractice litigation has

IS

■■■■|

/• la

_______ ___________ _____
Photographs by Jeff Topping fur The New York Time

John Joseph Jakubczyk, general counsel to Arizona Right to Life, whc

■J.

the emergency room, crying uncon 
trollabiy. She’s been in psychiatric 

created some strange alliances. Dr.l care for more than a year now."
- - ■ ■ - ■ 1 Planned Parenthood said it could

not discuss the case while it was 
pending, but disputes the the law­
suit's account. And mental health 

abortion rights and because he per-| experts say any girl who lost both 
forms late abortions. 1 parents so brutally might have emo-

But Dr. Hern, who wrote the mostl tional problems, abortion or no. 
widely used textbook on abortion, I Mr. Smith said that, for him, abor- 
supports many malpractice claims. 1 tion malpractice is both a legal spe- 

"There's a lot of bad medicine | cialty and a ministry.
being practiced out there in the 1 "A great many women are injured 
name of choice,” said Dr. Hern, who I by abortion, but in the past, very few 
estimates that lawyers interested In J have filed suit,” Mr. Smith said. "So 
filing abortion-malpractice suits | as a lawyer 1 see it as potentially a 
now account for about 5 percent of | very lucrative specialty. And as a 
_ ... ' " (byproduct, it’s a form of ministry, 
in an Oregon case against a doctor pve been working with this little 15- 
who really did not do well by a • year o'ld'tor a year, ahu it’s a way, 
patient As a society, I think we've I ministering to the second victims c 
.____________j______________ .i-u- -» A aboruon the women who’ve bee

damaged."
The religious overlap was plain i 

a prayer request Mr. Smith made t 
Operation Prayer Storm, a group h 
describes as “a loose coalition of 2 
ministries seeking revival and a 
end to abortion.”

malpractice suits against the doc­
tors who perform abortions.

"John Jakubczyk is a lawyer, an 
officer of the court, who has abused 
his professional power to harass me 
and intimidate my patients,” Dr. 
Finkel said. “The suits he filed 
against me have dirtied my name. 
They have made me uninsurable for 
most insurance carriers. They made 
me pay legal fees to defend myself. I

A New Weapon
In an Old War
A special report.

Legal Advice

A Wide Variety
Of Services

a.
4

' I

By TAMAR LEWIN
PHOENIX — Dr. Brian Finkel, 

j whose practice consists mostly of 
I performing abortions, sounds mat- 
i [er of fact when he talks about the 
I bU||et-proof window in his office, the 
i bullet-proof vest and helmet he 
i wears walking to his car. the guns he 
1 carries, the years of demonstrations 
‘ outside his office and the threats he 
! has received.

But he sounds thoroughly out- 
j raged — and, in his own bluff way. 
■ hurt — when he gets on to the subject 

of John Joseph Jakubczyk, general 
I counsel to Arizona Right to Life, and 
; the newest anti-abortior strategy: 

' ' /I

en's Center, a doctor at Abortion 
Services of Phoenix, a doctor at the 
Family Planning Institute.

So far. Mr. Jakubczyk has had 
little success. He lost the only case 
that went to trial. Most have been 
dismissed or withdrawn. And in one 
case against Dr. Finkel, the judge 
thought the charges so flimsy that he 
fined Mr. Jakubczyk for filing a friv­
olous suit, but the fine was later 
overturned by an appeals court. 

* “The problem is, even if they lose, 
■ they win," said Dr. Finkel, who has 

faced six abortion malpractice suits, 
some filed by other lawyers than Mr. 
jakubczyk, which were all dis­
missed. "vv’iiatever happens in 
court, they're had the press confer­
ence, and .I’ve been damaged. I’m 
paying $25,^00 a year for insurance 
now, and I'm not allowed to practice 
out of state, all because of this devel­
oping art form of legal misconduct.” 

In response to Dr. Finkel’s com- 
. plaint, the Arizona bar is investigat­

ing whether Mr. Jakubczyk’s law­
suits violate ethical standards.

Like any other surgery, abortion 
carries its risks. And there is nothing 
new about an occasional malprac­
tice suit when a doctor’s bad care 
has caused severe injury or death.

What is new is the number of 
abortion malpractice suits now be­
ing filed — and who is filing them. 
Increasingly, lawyers associated 
with anti-abortion groups, rather 
than malpractice specialists, are 
seeking out claims against doctors 
who do abortions.

According to Thomas ^mith. a 
partner in a new law nmi devoted to 
abortion malpractice, only 86 abor­
tion-malpractice verdicts have been 
issued in the last 10 years. While no 
one knows how many current cases 
will end in verdicts, Life Dynamics 
Inc., an anti-abortion group in Den­
ton, Tex., that is encouraging such 
suits, says it is Involved In 80 cases;

Pamela Maraldo, president of 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America. "Where there is malprac­
tice, where a bad doctor is injuring 
women — of course we want that 
stopped. But in the current war-zone 
climate of bombings and shootings 
at abortion clinics, with the active 
campaigns to threaten doctors who 
perform abortions, I can’t believe 
these lawsuits are aimed at protect­
ing women. I believe they are part of 
an overall strategy to take away 
women's right to choose."

In a 1992 anti-abortion manual, 
Mr. Crutcher urged support for 
abortion malpractice suits "to pro­
tect women, but also to force abor­
tionists out of business by driving up 
their insurance rates."

But the lawyers who handle abor­
tion-malpractice cases — Mr. 
Crutcher is not a lawyer — say filing 
lawsuits to harass doctors would be 
an abuse of the courts. They say they 
are filing the cases not as anti-abor­
tion advocates , but simply as advo­
cates for injured women.

And. they say, they have a strong 
incentive to avoid frivolous claims, 
or harassment suits, since the cases 
are handled on a contingency basis, 
with the lawyers getting paid only if 
they win money for their clients.

"I bring cases only where there 
was a failure to meet the standard of 
care, and a woman was injured as a 
result,” said Mr. Jakubczyk, who 
spoke at the Life Dynamics seminar. 
“For every woman for whom I file a 
claim, there are many more I tell 
that no matter how bad their abor­
tion left them feeling, they don't 
have a case. People see me as John 
Jakubczyk, pro-life advocate. But in 
these cases. I’m Just John Jakubc­
zyk, representing a woman.”

Ted Amshoff, a. Louisville, Ky., a 
partner in Swendsen, Amshoff, who 
would not discuss his his personal 
views on abortion, calling them irrel­
evant to his legal work, said some of 
the women he represents haa fou»u

1
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Grounds to Sue

appeared on the evangelist Pat Rob 
ertson’s television show, the 70'
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No Man’s Land

Motives

PRESERVATION
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tissue, or even the whole fetal sac. 
More rarely, abortion causes perfo- 

infection. Without proper follow-up 
care, such complications can cause 
serious injury.

other lawyers unwilling to handle 
their cases for fear that they would 
be seen as opposing abortion.
■ "I would think it would be a meet­
ing ground for both sides to try to 
identify doctors who are not provid­
ing good care to women,” said Mr. 
Amshoff, who has served as counsel 
to Kentucky Right to Life. “If this 
office alone has four death cases, 
and others where a hysterectomy 
and colostomy were needed, there’s 
something wrong.” i

In the bitterly divisive landscape 
of abortion, there is a no man’s land, 
occupied by women who oppose 
abortion on moral or religious 
grounds, but nonetheless choose it 
when they find themselves pregnant 
Anti-abortion groups, doctors and 
abortion-rights groups alike say 
those women are most likely to sue.

The whole malpractice issue turns

shut up or she’d scare the other | 
girls.”

Dr. Brian Finkel outside his office 
dn Phoenix. He does abortions and 
has been accused of malpractice 
by an anti-abortion lawyer.

Lawsuits Focus
On Emotions

and because of economics. There are
a lot of respectable doctors doing a
lousy job. It’s not a sin to have a
complication, but it is a sin if you describes as "a loose coalition ot 2 
have not tried to prevent it. And it’s a |ministries seeking revival and 

very serious sin if you abandon it.” . §end to abortion."
Even with the best care, Dr. Hem 

and others said, 5 to 10 percent of

have never treated any patient like 
that.”

Some anti-abortion lawyers are 
now filing claims based more on 
emotional than physical injuries. In 
one Phoenix case, for example, Mr. 
Jakubczyk charges that Dr. Joel 
Bettigole performed an abortion on a 
patient who did not want one. 

"From her point of view, she went 
in, mixed up and confused, and didn’t f 
get any real counseling,” Mr. Ja­
kubczyk said. “From her point of 
view, she changed her mind, and

a
CI LOU II 3 LC1CV1O1U11 311UW, UIC I U' 

' Club, in a segment that also featurec 
Life Dynamics ad.
Just who provides the money fc 

the abortion-malpractice campaigi 
of Life Dynamics remains a mys 
tery. Mr. Crutcher, 47, said his or 
ganization depended on donations 
He would not identify any donors, bu 
said some had gave more that 
.$100,000. He said the group spen 
'more than $1 million last year tc 
^support a staff of seven and a stead} 
ibarrage of mass mailings.
! Mr. Crutcher said Life Dynamic:

Last April, Operation Praye 
itorm sent out to those on its mallin 

first-trimester abortions are incom- glist requests to pray for students wh 
plete, leaving behind a few grams of Fwant prayer at school graduation: 

r to stop the Federal Govemmen 

_ from mandating "religion free 
ration of the uterus, hemorrhage cr jj workplaces and for Swendsen, Am 

L shoff to "get revelation of ALL infer 
I mation they need in each abortioi 
| malpractice case.”

E "They request we PRAY for GOI 
| to raise up HIS strong plaintiff(s) t< 
f> stop the deception in the abortioi 

clinics," it said.
Swendsen, Amshoff lawyers havi

The religious overlap was plain 1 
a prayer request Mr. Smith made t 
Operation Prayer Storm, a group h

Dr. Bettigole would not discuss the 
case because it is in litigation. 

"All I can say is that it never 

Many new cases go beyond tradi­
tional malpractice claims. Life Dy­
namics, which attracted 125 people 
to Dallas for a two-day seminar last 
year on abortion malpractice, has 
provided much of the impetus and 
legal research for expanding the 
kinds of cases brought against doc­
tors who do abortions.

For example, it offers research 
and expert witnesses on post-abor­
tion trauma who say women often 
suffer the same kind of long-term 
psychological problems after abor­
tions as soldiers do after wars, a 
concept that was examined and re­
jected by both former Surgeon Gen­
eral C. Everett Koop and the Ameri­
can Psychological Association.

Life Dynamics advises lawyers to 
consider charging doctors with bat­
tery if the woman's formal consent 
can be challenged.

In a mass mailing to doctors, Life 
Dynamics advised them to tell wom­
en of studies tying abortions to a 
higher risk of breast cancer and 
asked them to refer any patients 
who have had an abortion and are 
now diagnosed with breast cancer to 
Life Dynamics for "inclusion in a 
proposed class-action lawsuit"

Mark Crutcher, the president of 
Life" Dynamics, said his group had 
more than 600 lawyers in its "Ab- 
mal” network, 40 percent of whom, 
he said, support abortion rights. The 
network offers lawyers ads soliciting 
clients ("Don’t be a victim for the 
rest of your life”), expert witnesses, 
courses to teach women how to tes­
tify effectively, dossiers on abortion 
doctors and even a loan of the medi­
cal instruments used in abortion for 
lawyers to use in showing a jury 
what was done.

“There are more women than we 
ever dreamed of getting killed, 
raped, assaulted and severely in­
jured by abortionists,” Mr. Crutcher 
said. "We’ve got over 2,500 examples 
now.”

Life, Dynamics is not the only 
group ’ encouraging these suits. In 

Pensacola, Fla., Mike Conroy says 
his organization, Legal Action for 
Women, gets about 10 calls a day on 
its toll-free line, 1-800-U-CAN-SUE, 
from women who say they have been 
injured by an abortion.

Mr. Conroy’s group, like Life Dy­
namics, refers women to lawyers 
who will handle such cases, and both 
groups provide materials to hand out 
to women leaving abortion clinics.

Last year, several lawyers from 
different states established a firm, 
Swendsen, Amshoff, Donovan & 
Smith, to handle abortion malprac­
tice work. Ted Amshoff, of Louis­
ville, Ky., said the firm had 20 open 
cases, including 4 in which women 
died as a result of abortions.

here, we were one of the abortion 
clinics targeted to be closed down,” 

While that case and others like a said Constance Bennett, the former 
pending Tennessee case against executive director of the Family 
Planned Parenthood raise the ques- Practice Institute. “It was like being 
tion of valid consent, they are largely . under siege. Demonstrators hatchet­
based on claims for emotional inju- :ed the roof, they Super Glue’d the 
ries and post-abortion trauma. doors shut, they broke in and

The Tennessee case involves a 15- chained themselves to the tables. We
year-old who became pregnant by were burglarized. I got death
the son of a Planned Parenthood threats, and my dog was drowned in

the pool.
“In the middle of all that, John 

Jakubczyk filed his first abortion-

'pare.

i If the Phoenix experience is anj 
[guide, the new abortion-malpractice 
suits will take a toll, even on doctors 

i who are not found to have committee 
happened,” he said. "I don’t remem- 'malpractice and on their insurers, 
ber this particular patient, but I i “In the mid-80’s, when John Ja- 
know it never happened because I jkubczyk was head of Right to Life 
kn./a nniiont i;va hern wa wprp nnp of thp ahnrtinri

official.
"The girl’s mother had been shot

and killed by her stepfather, and her
grandmother got custody of her,” malpractice case, against one of our 
said Mr. Smith, the Swendsen, Am- doctors, for a perforated uterus. The 
shoff lawyer handling the case. “Her doctor was investigated and exoner- 
dad said come live with him or he ated, but the insurance company 
would kill himself. She said she paid about $5,000 to settle.”
[couldn’t and he did kill himself. Four By all accounts, that is the only 
Jmonths later, she got pregnant, and money Mr. Jakubczyk has ever re­

abortion politics on its head, sending 'the boy said, ’Have an abortion or I’ll covered in these cases.

Personal Dilemmas
Over Abortion

Legal Harassment
Or Honest Claims?

Legal Advice

A Wide Variety 
Of Services
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memorandum for

FROM.

PAST REPUBLICAN HONORS FOR DR. FOSTER

Hope this helps.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

HON. CHRISTOPHER DODD
JOHN PODESTA

RICK ALLEN

SUBJECT:

Attached are excerpts from the January 1993 President's Report to the Nation: The Points of 

Light Movement which magnifies the importance of the Points of Light winners (Dr. Foster s I 
Have a Future" program was awardee no. 404). I have marked especially juicy quotes.

The daily Points of Light awards were selected by the White House (Office ofNational Service) 
and announced with great pomp and press outreach We do not have access to the press releases 
from this period (1 beUeve that the Bush Library has them), but the attached indicates the interest 
in holding winners up as exemplars of the types of efforts that President Bush believed would 

revitalize America

The booklet from whence these excerpts came was one of the last acts of the Busli Presidency. 
Thus, just two years ago, the head of the Republican Party was telling the nation that Dr. Foster's 
organization and efforts were "the soul of America... what is best in our heritage", and describing 
"America’s mission" in the 21st Century to be "the multiplication and magnificatinn" of such 

efforts Now, the same party would extinguish this Point of Light.

25:61 r,o.j
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January 8, 1993

Light movement.

yearsto come.

Pointe of Light are the soul ot America
are

4

1

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

p” and friendship

individuals show 1
heritage but what ail of

CM $
1

I

my reP°rt to the Nation on the Points of 
its nsti™,. ”?''?’,‘nrs purpOSe,

/S2>.

By giving
us not only what is b«« in Tur 

— us are called to become.

I
multiplying Points of Light.
f-»-— — -u- " — •

our country's greatness. 
America's future.

i
a:

i

I&
!
iI
I 

iT‘

enlarging, and
T am convinced that 

k
They ara the promise of

its of Light are the soul of America. They

“-a saffU
E?™H:«
During the last four years, much energy hac been 
devoted to encouraging, supporting, '
the efiXr?? 4^' 7 ——— -na
n r ,Of Poi?tS °f L1’ht are the source of

on the Points of
unions1 str.t.W, theTcc™PnsTZn« o?t£

last four years, and the challenges of the



I 23:02 No .315 ".05May 01.95TEL:202-606-4928

Introduction

“ft Is incre^ingly clear to more and more Americans that our greatest suMI problems

crea<ion of the Points of Light Foundation, the Commijsion

work and io call the nation to join them and multiply their'eff’ortT

Re-inventing Communities

light.'"

ities to help solve our serious social problems.

ice j part of their daily pattern of living, using his or her unique gifts

3

made Community service

Presidpm in hiitey io «,.bllsl, „ whte House ofc exclusively charged wirh rhir work, s„d „o„e rd 

?' ■'I1"1'' ’«*“•" 'h'•«.^rship resulted in rhe

iQfiD jdAr,, u . ------------- j wc,e ihared Wl^ly as examples for others. Inrfp«l, between
19R9 and 1993, the Points of Light movement became a defining mission of the Bush Administration.

CMS
i

President dash

September 30, J 991

Imagine what America would be like if every American was a Point of Light. Imagine if all Americans 

applied their untque talents, and If every business, group, and organization used its distinctive eapabil-

t v! rviuiHCiiy MSI VIVC Midi IMS AlWaVS
been a part of Ameocan life, but Ims built upon it. Indeed, it is Points of Light themwlves - ordinary 

Americans from all walks of life taking direct and consequential voluntary action in their communities 

to solve serious social problems - who are the power of the movement and the hope of the Nation. 

ThePresident has focused great .Wntion on these individuals and organizations, both to honor them 

tor tnerr tremendous work tc thr natiuii tn infn rh^m ai- l jLi.tir.Ji.7i—?-

every community had a local volunteer renter which promoted voluntary 
linked those who wanted tn serve with service opportunities.

Imagine if all of them... mwed to one r-------  --------- ‘ ‘ ‘
— • - - • v* w>vr »i

weeks that place would tjc utterly transformed.... fit) would become

on National and Community Service, and

Will only be solved by the active engagement of millions of Individuals and tens of 

thousands of groups and institutions who have never been involved in these prob-

t?Q0uUoSandlS1^>l?nteerS Wh°SC St°ries WC,e ihared Wldely 35 for others. Indowl/between

,hrCSn ofLiehl (ort ,homs*lvcs- try to Imagine something more,

community. What would happen? In a few 

. , ----- - -----„‘ a 'community' of

This level of Presidential attention did not create the vast scale of voluntary service that has always

fems, and who will tyover be compensated one nickel for their work."

President Bush 

lune 4, 1990

Imagine if every American claimed society's serious social problems as his or her own and 

made communiiy ro.- -;

to raise up another in need; if every family made community service a regular family activi 

?.„a‘“"'J0 :,n0!'W fa,ni.ly ,n offering guidance, support, and love; and if 

service and
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can not solve all oi.r problems. Some problems arc inheremly resistant to government programs,

progress, America Is much larger than nither of them. America's forward movement has always been

in communi­
ties to a scale that solves our most critical social problems. To accomplish this mission, each individ­

ual, business, group, and organization must play a direct and consequential role in community prnh-

5

The Mission

The mission of the Points of Light movement has been to bi Ing what Is already working 

Assessing America's Strengths

America does not come to this task unprepared. Many of the elements needed to solve serious social 

problems are already tn place; others only require an infusion of leadership and the addition of help­

ing hands to be effective. We possess real strengths we can build upon in a concerted fashion to 
achieve the scale needed to overwhelm our problems with effer. tivc solutions.

lem-solving. The capabilities of communities must be awakened, mobilized, and channeled to over­

whelm the multiple problems of individuals in need.

Nearly every American and nearly every business, group, and organization has an innate desire to 
help. As we enter the new century, the multiplication and magnification of "Points of Light’ across the 

nation must be America's mission. ■ '

Three Engines

No one who cares about solving our most serious sutral problems can ignore the critical role that gov­

ernment action must play. But nearly everyone also realizes that the problems we face in our commo- 

nltles exceed the capacity of government alone to solve them. Indeed, even if the government did 

everything it could, it would not be enough. Lack of sufficient funds it not the only reason government 

can not solve all our problems. Some problems arc inherently resistant to government programs, 

regardless of the level of funding. In fact, what many Americans need is not another program, but a set 

of meaningful relationships that helps them see that their future is not limited by their present circum­

stances.

A strong, growing economy that provides opportunity to all citizens is the best social program of all, 

yet it, too, is insufficient, it can not mend broken families, provide role models for young people, or 

build communities where neighbors know and help one another.

We will solve our most serious social problems only when we apply the full measure of dur resources 

to those problems. Although government action and economic growth are essential engines of 

progress, America is much larger than either of them America's forward movement has always been 

in large part the result of an infinite number of individuals and groups working voluntarily in commu­

nities to solve our problems.

On Inauguration Day 1989, the Wall Street Journal commented that President Bush believes that *all 

the established institutions of a society bear as much moral legitimacy and responsibility for civil 

progress as the Mate.’ Community action, engaged in by every group, business and organization, 1$ 

our third great engine of progress. Within every business, school, place of worship, association, or 

other group, many kinds of action can be taken tn solve our most carious social problems. These are 

the forces that the Points of Light movement has sought to mobilize fully.



May 01 ,95 23=03 No.015 P.Q7TEL: 202-606-4928C N S

Appendix E —

Nation on November 22, 1989. in

movement's nation.il str.ite-
sy:

By de^loping a la,ge awMmwto< (ram and individuals erased In rad, a wi* v„iely

pressure and lobbying of any kind,

t 47

• Changing attitudes, hy establishing a drumbeat of 

untary service in America.

Memphis, Tennessee. He has continued this “

Daily Point of Light - number 1,020 - on January 20, 1993. 

Although there is nn

The White House has never

i£»vjs_uf. the heroic actions of vol­

news about the volume and types of vol-

kind ih. l^id-t In?'^' '"i 'h<t rahi" ' adn""isB,,nS •’ '«>’ '«O8nlllon prajram „f m, 

I . , r. T hlS blOfy-te,,,n« Proc&ss ‘0 define what he meant by the phraSfe "PoinK f,r
Light. Daily Pumts of Light also have made a critical contribution tn the

^theirlwn a" "b” Pr°bleni5 °f ‘heir comn.unity /

. a used the Dai|y Poi,lt of '■igl.t recognition to developThiZ^hT^f the | MeU

best service programs tn America. Tens erf thousands Ot groups and individuals across the country' 

engage m work smular to that of Daily Point of Light recipients which is of enormous benefit to the 

nation and to thetr communities. In fact, th^Dailyf’oint of I ight stories are intended not oniy to honor 

those recognized but to represent all efforts and to remind all Am^Th
I ] nfPvnnAi, " “ ■—  —

mined to be particularly outstanding have been rgytewed by a committee within the whiti 

2±cc Members of the comn“ have maintained anonymity to

Daily Points of Light for the Nation

President Bush recognized the first Daily Point of Light (ur the f

- ■ - ------------cognition throughout his Presidency, naming the’final

unteers everywhere. ------- ---------

Daily Point^ofJJghtjyminations have come from a^riety of source.,, but the bulk have come to the

Before being forwarded to the President for approval and after thorough research, nominations deter-

avoid outside

• Discovering new leaders in community service, by highlighting the remarkable stories of
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• Volunteers engaged in hnnds-on, direct and consequential service.

• Work focused on solving a serious social problem in the community,

• Initiative replicable by others with similar resources.

♦ Initiative in place at least one year.

i,

2.

3.

I

jT- ' - ...  - - - .................. —' 

The committee has used the following criteria to consider Daily Point of Light nominations:

I
i

1 I

Richard Andrew McDonough, Phnetu, AZ
Tuetdiy, November 28, J 989

Richard McDonough founded Hutelv'Multls in Parliwoliip eighl yew uj-o, when h« was Only 22 ytrers old. This pro­
pram matches pecpln in need of emergency Shelter with hotels willing Io dunale en^>ty rooms

Hotels/Mrilels in Partnership has grown to inrlude over TOO hotels nalionwirio hach participating ntablishment coni- 
nnJts a specific number of nights or provides lodging as needed. A local social service agency screens people .md Piaret ih«n, in 
parhcipatitig hotels. More than IS,000 homeless families, disaster victims, baiiered individuals, and ollicni in need have

William and Sandra Hale, OHahoma City, OK 
Mixnley, November 27, 1909

The Hales, a doctor and nurse team, both afflicted with mulliple sclerosis, opcraie a frrv, medical clink hor 15 years 
the clinic has been located at the Baptist Mission Center in the crumbling neighborhood of Paddngtown, Economically disad­
vantaged people Ove there out of necessity; Dr. anti Mrs. Halo work there out of choice.

The all-volurrieer clinic, open two nights a week, has trealed nearly 4.1,UUO indigent people since il opened. It con­
sul* nf a network of medical specialists to whom patients are referred for free treatment. After finding a crumpled prescription 
Outside the mission ono night and realizing the patfontj could rtot afford medic,no, Ihm Hales arranged for UriiMiiuns from for al 
pharmacies, doctors, and hospitals.

The Memphis Commercial Appeal, Memphis, TN
wedncidty, November 22, 1989

The Memphis Commercial Appeal, a Tnnnncw newspaper, answered rhe Pretidcni't call <,n media instiluliuns to 
recogniao volunteers in their community,

On July 2, 1989, The Memphis Commercial Appeal began a series highlighting citizens who have made community 
service a central pan of their lives. Ihe series, cnlilled *A Thousand Points of light,* reflected the President's conviction that 
from now on in to you America, any defiiiltfon of a successful life must inelude serving others.'

As rho rain streamed down on a chilly Thanksgiving two, President Bush addressed a crowd in front ot The 
Commercial Appeal building. He congratulated iho newspaper and its honorees, referring to ih«m as ■great Americarr suveuss 
stories.

President Bush closed his speech by announcing The Memphis Commercial Appeal as The Memphis Commercial hi* 
first "Daily Point of light.'

• Systemic work. In other words, an efforl that actually solves a problem, rather than merely 

alleviates it For example, many soup kitchens do wonderful work by (cecliiijj those who 

arc homeless and hungiy, the Daily Point of Light cuiiimitlec, however, has sought pro­

grams that combine that kind ot work with job training, personal counseling, and other 

activities that transform lives, empower individuals, and offer hope for the future.

Daily Points of Light ate found In all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. They repre­

sent Americans of all backgrounds, ages, and beliefs, working in a variety of ways to help those in 
need. While each of their stories is unique, they share a commitment to making a difference in the 

lives of others.
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lips.
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h^ncol|ybli..ltto)(ego.^r£s5e;'^ Inc?

405.

Siturdiy, March 16, 1991

«pi^rbird,hThVj’fiety °f commun"’r SWV'L'*■, vniJXr/S j'*" Jnri nwlivaiit.n to I he community,

r ‘O,nplWe CPK chiW training Io cam faT '’"C *7* l° ^’"lies wi,h chiWren who ha^

407.

4OS.

mitmmt tv helping Others.

mted to address

to Mtienis.

4U9.
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I

i

I

I

I

;

Wiouk IIIik^scs. Ibc 
recovering from can-

Love Yoursetf Foundation. Santa Barbara, CA 

lutsday, March 19, 1991

UF-Irm EU Chapter of Phi Thw. Kapp, Honor S^e,T, , L

foundation 1^7^  ̂ Cl,v 10 FW‘'«fto who am battling

ier henelf. y ox'who Mi ’■“"’Polled to support seriously ill patiatis afior

J^crvo a, maVtTf'T"' "US7“'5 <,r0$5ed i5 fic“onal f hir^len

are traced ,n council.,8 those who are iJI. enabling them to pXj,”" fWrS Volu"’

u/TT '7,Vr"' £>*Marco< R<xhwter, NY
WrMnccclay. March JO. 1991

X'. ^.y77 Uni'.'r"Vels ,n J dif^Cnl where Uh..

^J^olosy □< the MHharry Medical College, an

sunple procedures. They visit homeless shelters mictanl'Xns hX'U"T P'Ov,<’e examinalrons and perform

........... ........ "no are homeless, serving Al<>' p'Ovic'es sh«!lcrand support scr-

n^c ‘’TX^Pb^nent. teaching them Intervinwinl kith mdVm Z.*n 7" ‘7 UniveriitV of Utah serur- „ n,Mntora Of 
nursmg students provide health and nutrition workshop " *SU™ Wr,"n« La* 5'L'd^ts offer 1^1 assistance, wht

*1 Have A Ftiturc,- Nashville, IN ----------- ------- ----- -----
frirlay. March ly, tjpr ' “——- ■

violence potion t^hnipues, resume wrX C”P<oblem solving, conflict lesoll 7

mitmenttv^vlp^othe^.18' h“ h**" V0'un,Mrin« si'1",h* of sowing extraordinary maturity and exceptional com- 

shooffew6* S1* beS’n '*,'un,cmn«TAHss^^ge Parent bV PWr5 ll,e ,,t*d address

t0 W,ienli- y y 3 ^’"’f^nity hospital, matching student volunteers

vtSS W fc' *“ Mr

Project V.AJ .y 9 Hate-lvidr arrwrA.,. . ,v,rdiw..__ .



X
Divider Title: 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker



ID:202-973-3098 FEB 15’95 17:30 No.021 P.02

• •
’J- •' •

The Strategy of Foster's Foes
By Kats Miehelman

J 1

r&.-'j-

5^7 i-M/yC'Xo Circle it 7^7^ (? ■ /W

F O R U M~|
OPEN

j HEALTH |

NARAL 
X

/

Foster, they will succeed in sending a 
chilling message to every medical stu­
dent and doctor who considers pro­
viding abortion services.

If the radical right truly wanted to 
lower the number of abortions, they 
should join — not pillory — Foster’s 
efforts to address the millions of unin­
tended pregnancies that occur each

UST HOURS after President
Clinton nominated Dr. Henry W.
Foster Jr. to serve as surgeon

general, radical right leaders declared
war on the new nominee, a man who
has dedicated his life to developing
innovative and effective ways to ad­
dress some of our nation’s most press­
ing problems. He’s made combating
teenage pregnancy a priority. He’s
helped inner-city youth stay off
drugs, delay sex and build self-esteem.
He’s provided essential reproductive
health care to women, bringing about
10,000 babies into the world.

But none of this matters to the
radical right, which is attempting to
brand Foster with a modern-day ver­
sion of the "Scarlet Letter." Those
who want to make abortion illegal In
this country are using the Foster nom­
ination to achieve their ends.

The number of abortions Foster

most obstctrician/gynecoioglsts, lie
has provided his patients with the full
range of reproductive health-care ser­
vices. His mistake was in trying to

has performed, which somebody
j— — A • a■ i. a . •

volatile issue would be unlikely to ]
make. Because his estimate was not _ t
perfect, enemies of a woman's right to choice lawmakers in statehouses 

question his veracity.
Their focus on the number of abor­

tions that Foster performed has no

a smoke screen designed to attack and
demean physicians.

There are chilling indications that
their strategy is succeeding. The hor­
rifying escalation of anti-choice vio­
lence and terrorism — the stalkings,
arson, bombings, shootings and mur-  .„tBV
ders — are already deterring doctors of reproductive health care to wom-

k •

from performing abortion services.

✓

year, a crisis as pressing as any facing 
the nation today.

They should laud his nationally 
recognized program, "1 Have a Fu­
ture," which won a Points of Light 
award during the Bush administra­
tion for teaching teenagers in housing 
projects to delay sex and child-bear­
ing to help them prepare for responsi­
ble, productive adulthood.

. , Listening to the frenzy created by 
anti-choico leaders, it would be easy to 
forget that abortion is legal in the 
United States. This is no “nanny-gate.” 
Foster broke no laws nor stretched 
any ethical bounds. Rather, he faith­
fully fulfilled his responsibility to his 
patients.

As surgeon general, Foster can be
v --------------------------—■

perience to bear on some of the most 
pressing public-health Issues of our 
time. He deserves to be evaluated 
based on his entire body of work, not 
denied this position because oppo­
nents of choice will consider nothing 
but one small part of his record. 

 Dr. Henry Foster Jr. is an accom-
abortion " services unavailable~ to Pllshed leader a background that

eral of the United States. Lawmakers 
must take a stand against the anti­

Foster’s nomination. This kindI of Mt 

pluralistic democracy. T 
 

Kate Michelman It president of the National 
Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action 

League in Washington. .. ...

I 

1

choice tyranny that "is threatening 
„ . . u v . Foster’s nomination. This kind of Me-'
Foster has been subjected to an Carthylsm simply has no place in a 

anti-choice litmus test that Is aimed at - •— ■ “
preventing doctors from holding pub­
lic office if they provide the full range

en. If anti-choice lawmakers defeat

The number of abortions Foster 1 the same time- feWer and fewer
performed should not matter. Like docto« are being trained to perform

the procedure. A survey by the Na­
tional Abortion and Reproductive 
Rights League released last month 

 —  lu found, that the number of abortion , - v - -------------------
estimate the number of abortions he Providers declined in 45 states from expected to bring his considerable ex-
has performed, which somebody 1982 10 1992 Today in America, 84 ‘‘u "
more familiar with the politics of this Pcrcent of counUes have no abortion
- ■ -- - - j provider.
make. Because his estimate was" not To compound the problem, anti-

choose now claim they have reason to across the country are trying to enact
onerous restrlcUons that com
bine with clinic violence to make

place in this debate. It is no more than American women. The long term con- Qualifies him to serve as surgeon gen­
sequence could be that desperate 
women are forced once again to risk 
their lives with unsafe abortion.
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bama Woman Says Foster Refused To Perform Abortion For Her

APNP-03-11-95 0745EST

 (Tuskegee, Alabama) — President Clinton's choice for surgeon 
general has come under fire for performing a limited number of 
abortions. But a former patient is telling a different side of the 
story — she says Dr. Henry Foster once refused to perform an 
abortion for her.

Joyce German tells Alabama's ''Birmingham Post-Herald'' that 
Foster instead counseled her that the child would be a blessing. 

German says she and her husband were struggling to get through 
school and care for an infant daughter in 1970 when she found out 
she was pregnant again.

The newspaper reports Foster refused to give her an abortion and 
delivered the baby without charge.

The daughter he delivered is now a doctoral candidate in 
behavior and neuroscience at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.



DR. FOSTER’S MIRACLE BABIES

"I can say in all humility, without you we could have lost our only daughter and first born 
grandson. Wilma was so very ill and dehydrated. All I had to do was call you. You would 
nourish her back to normal. This was thirty some years ago. When you were a doctor in the 
Air Force at Larson Air Force Base. Her husband was away fighting a war." (February 8,
1995 letter to Dr. Foster from Cliff and Wilda Denton.)

"Without you, there would not be a Christopher Hight. You will be proud to know that your 
extraordinary efforts resulted in us having a son who is excelling at Rice University in 
architecture. His teachers, who are nationally renown, have told us that he has special 
talents." (February 15, 1995 letter to Dr. Foster from parents, Charles and Jeannette Hight.)

Jeannette Hight was helped by Dr. Foster in Tuskegee, Alabama, more than 25 years ago, 
when she was 3 1/2 months pregnant. She began bleeding in the middle of the night and had 
to be rushed to the hospital where Dr. Foster, still wearing his bedroom slippers, met her and 
helped her avert a miscarriage. Now, Mrs. Hight's only child is grown and married. [The 
Charlotte Observer. "Foster Treatment Angers Charlotte Woman", Feb. 14, 1995]

i

GREG HAYES

Age 31 (?)
Grandparents: Cliff and Wilda Denton

Mases Lake, WA

CHRISTOPHER HIGHT

Age 25
Architecture Student - Rice University
Parents: Charles and Jeannette Hight

Charlotte, NC
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Donna Maria Board 
Nashville, TN

Mr. and Mrs. Smith (mother Genevive Smith) 
Nashville, TN

Avon Williams and Alice Randall 
Nashville, TN

Avon Williams III, the son of the first African-American state senator in Tennessee, is a 
Republican and a member of the Christian right. Williams has known Dr. Foster his whole 
life, and despite the fact that Williams does not agree with the abortions that Dr. Foster has 
performed, he believes that Dr. Foster would make a good surgeon general. Williams knows 
this first-hand: Dr. Foster helped William's wife through a tough pregnancy. [All Things 
Considered. National Public Radio, Feb. 17, 1995]

After having a very difficult early pregnancy, several doctors recommended abortion — 
predicting she would not be able to carry this child to term. Today the parents have a 
beautiful intelligent 7 year old little girl. The father, Avon Williams, is a Republican and 
member of the Christian right. He is very supportive of Dr. Foster's nomination.

"I had severe complications prior to my pregnancy and doctors were surprised when I became 
pregnant. Four of these doctors told me I would never be able to carry this child to term and 
recommended an abortion and complete hysterectomy. Dr. Foster was the only person who 
was willing to help me understand the risks, what was happening to me and made me 
educated myself on the medical concerns and possible complications. Because of Dr. Foster, 
I am now the mother of a beautiful 5 year old little boy who wants to be a doctor when he 
grows up." (Ms. Donna Board.)

MICHAEL

Age 5
Parents:

"When she called her husband to ask if they should participate in the media support for Dr. 
Foster he responded, "Of course, we have a son because of Dr. Foster." " Mrs. Genevive 
Smith had many problems conceiving and had several operations prior to becoming pregnant. 
Says Dr. Foster was very informative and forced her to independently research her condition, 
provided her with numerous materials and discussed each aspect of treatment with her.

JAMAL

Age 15
Parents:

CAROLINE WILLIAMS

Age 7
Parents:



Mayor Johnny Ford and Frances Ford 
Tuskegee, Alabama

Mrs. Pauline Wilson-York
Nashville, TN

Marissa L. Campbell, a former patient of Dr. Foster's, supports his nomination to 
be surgeon general. [Letter from Marissa L. Campbell to HHS, Feb. 15, 1995]

Because of Dr. Foster, Inez Crutchfield believes she is alive today. He diagnosed 
her cancer at an early stage, and he performed the surgery. [All Things 
Considered, National Public Radio, Feb. 17, 1995]

JOHNNY JR.

Age 23 (?) 
Parents:

When they moved from Trinidad-Tobago, her doctor, who had been Dr. Foster's student, 
recommended him. At that time, Dr. foster was no longer taking new patients but he agreed 
to see them. Mr. Yorke was in medical school at Meharry (still is) and the family was 
broke Dr. Foster delivered their daughter and they never received a bill. She is still a 
patient of Dr. Foster's.

INEZ CRUTCHFIELD (Cancer Patient)
Nashville, Tennessee

Johnny Ford, the first black mayor of Tuskegee credits Dr. Foster with saving their son's life. 
For a while, Mrs. Ford was bedridden because she was having trouble with her pregnancy. 
The baby was delivered early and Mrs. Ford credits Dr. Foster with successfully delivering 
their son.
[Los Angeles Times. "Tuskegee Still Holds Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Feb. 19, 1995]

MARISSA L. CAMBELL (Patient)
Nashville, Tennessee

SUSAN

Age 5
Parents:



Dr. Foster arrived at John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital, which is in an 
area of Alabama that in 1964 had a median income less than $2,500 a year. 
Dr. Foster was very busy there, and on some days he delivered as many as
3 babies. The hospital received patients from 5 counties, and it expanded a 
program which helped rural women's clinics. Dr. Foster would spend 
afternoons driving out into these rural areas where he would teach young 
women how to care for themselves. [Los Angeles Times, "Tuskegee Still 
Holds Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Feb. 19, 1995]

Joyce German, a scared and confused patient of Dr. Foster’s, was deciding 
whether to terminate her pregnancy, but Dr. Foster talked her out of having an 
abortion. At 20 she was a student at Tuskegee. She was unmarried and pregnant 
with her second child. She asked Dr. Foster for an abortion because she didn't 
want to have another child, but he refused. He told her that everything would be 
alright. Everything did work out, and Joyce’s daughter graduated from high 
school where she was valedictorian. [Los Angeles Times, "Tuskegee Still Holds 
Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Feb. 19, 1995]

JOYCE GERMAN (Patient as a young mother) 
Tuskegee, Alabama

Some doctors turn patients away, but Dr. Foster isn't one of them. When 
patients come to see him, he doesn't ask them whether they have insurance 
or not: He treats them no matter what. [Story from Dr. Foster interview, 
Feb. 21, 1995]



March 1, 1995

MEMORANDUM TO JOHN PODESTA

FROM: ANN WALKER

RE: Dr. Foster’s Miracles

"Without you, there would not be a Christopher Hight. You will be proud to know 
that your extraordinary efforts resulted in us having a son who is excelling at Rice 
University in architecture. His teachers, who are nationally renown, have told us 
that he has special talents." (February 15, 1995 letter to Dr. Foster from parents, 
Charles and Jeannette Hight.)

Jeannette Hight was helped by Dr. Foster in Tuskegee, Alabama, more than 25 
years ago, when she was 3 1/2 months pregnant. She began bleeding in the 
middle of the night and had to be rushed to the hospital where Dr. Foster, still 
wearing his bedroom slippers, met her and helped her avert a miscarriage. Now, 
Mrs. Hight's only child is grown and married. [The Charlotte Observer, "Foster 
Treatment Angers Charlotte Woman", Feb. 14, 1995]

CHRISTOPHER HIGHT
Age 25
Architecture Student - Rice University 
Parents: Charles and Jeannette Hight

2017 Matheson Avenue 
Charlotte, NC
704-334-2344
704-547-4024



Avon Williams III, the son of the first African-American state senator in 
Tennessee, is a Republican and a member of the Christian right. Williams has 
known Dr. Foster his whole life, and despite the fact that Williams does not agree 
with the abortions that Dr. Foster has performed, he believes that Dr. Foster 
would make a good surgeon general. Williams knows this first-hand: Dr. Foster 
helped William's wife through a tough pregnancy. [All Things Considered, 
National Public Radio, Feb. 17, 1995]

GREG HAYES
Age 31 (?)
Grandparents: Cliff and Wilda Denton 

2710 Lakeside
Mases Lake, WA 98837 
509-765-6638

After having a very difficult early pregnancy, several doctors recommended 
abortion - predicting she would not be able to carry this child to term. Today the 
parents have a beautiful intelligent 7 year old little girl. The father, Avon 
Williams, is a Republican and member of the Christian right. He is very 
supportive of Dr. Foster's nomination.

"I can say in all humility, without you we could have lost our only daughter and 
first born grandson. Wilma was so very ill and dehydrated. All I had to do was 
call you. You would nourish her back to normal. This was thirty some years ago. 
When you were a doctor in the Air Force at Larson Air Force Base. Her husband 
was away fighting a war." (February 8, 1995 letter to Dr. Foster from Cliff and 
Wilda Denton.)

Avon Williams and Alice Randall
615-269-7787 (Alice)
Nashville, TN

CAROLINE WILLIAMS
Age 7
Parents:
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Donna Maria Board 
1724 Windover Drive 
Nashville, TN 37218 
615-726-4888

When they moved from Trinidad-Tobago, her doctor, who had been Dr. Foster's 
student, recommended him. At that time, Dr. foster was no longer taking new 
patients but he agreed to see them. Mr. Yorke was in medical school at Meharry 
(still is) and the family was broke. Dr. Foster delivered their daughter and they 
never received a bill. She is still a patient of Dr. Foster's.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith (mother Genevive Smith)
3037 Anderson Rd.
Nashville, TN 37217
615-367-1286

Mrs. Pauline Wilson-Yorke
276 Stewarts Ferry Pike 
Apt. G-3
Nashville, TN 37214
615-885-2695

SUSAN (?)
Age 5
Parent:

"When she called her husband to ask if they should participate in the media 
support for Dr. Foster he responded, "Of course, we have a son because of Dr. 
Foster." " Mrs. Genevive Smith had many problems conceiving and had several 
operations prior to becoming pregnant. Says Dr. Foster was very informative and 
forced her to independently research her condition, provided her with numerous 
materials and discussed each aspect of treatment with her.

MICHAEL
Age 5
Parent:

JAMAL
Age 15
Parents:

"I had severe complications prior to my pregnancy and doctors were surprised 
when I became pregnant. Four of these doctors told me I would never be able to 
carry this child to term and recommended an abortion and complete hysterectomy. 
Dr. Foster was the only person who was willing to help me understand the risks, 
what was happening to me and made me educated myself on the medical concerns 
and possible complications. Because of Dr. Foster, I am now the mother of a 
beautiful 5 year old little boy who wants to be a doctor when he grows up." (Ms. 
Donna Board.)



Mayor Johnny Ford and Frances Ford 
Tuskegee, Alabama

Because of Dr. Foster, Inez Crutchfield believes she is alive today. He diagnosed 
her cancer at an early stage, and he performed the surgery. [All Things 
Considered, National Public Radio, Feb. 17, 1995]

Marissa L. Campbell, a former patient of Dr. Foster's, supports his nomination to 
be surgeon general. [Letter from Marissa L. Campbell to HHS, Feb. 15, 1995]

JOHNNY JR.
Age 23 (?) 
Parents:

Johnny Ford, the first black mayor of Tuskegee credits Dr. Foster with saving 
their son's life. For a while, Mrs. Ford was bedridden because she was having 
trouble with her pregnancy. The baby was delivered early and Mrs. Ford credits 
Dr. Foster with successfully delivering their son.
[Los Angeles Times, "Tuskegee Still Holds Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Feb. 19, 1995]

Marissa L. Campbell (Patient) 
Nashville, Tennessee

INEZ CRUTCHFIELD (Cancer Patient)
Nashville, Tennessee



>

Dr. Foster arrived at John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital, which is in an 
area of Alabama that in 1964 had a median income less than $2,500 a year. 
Dr. Foster was very busy there, and on some days he delivered as many as
3 babies. The hospital received patients from 5 counties, and it expanded a 
program which helped rural women's clinics. Dr. Foster would spend 
afternoons driving out into these rural areas where he would teach young 
women how to care for themselves. [Los Angeles Times, "Tuskegee Still 
Holds Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Feb. 19, 1995]

Joyce German (Patient as a young mother)
Tuskegee, Alabama
Joyce German, a scared and confused patient of Dr. Foster's, was deciding 
whether to terminate her pregnancy, but Dr. Foster talked her out of having an 
abortion. At 20 she was a student at Tuskegee. She was unmarried and pregnant 
with her second child. She asked Dr. Foster for an abortion because she didn't 
want to have another child, but he refused. He told her that everything would be 
alright. Everything did work out, and Joyce's daughter graduated from high 
school where she was valedictorian. ILos Angeles Times, "Tuskegee Still Holds 
Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Feb. 19, 1995]

Some doctors turn patients away, but Dr. Foster isn't one of them. When 
patients come to see him, he doesn't ask them whether they have insurance 
or not: He treats them no matter what. [Story from Dr. Foster interview 
Feb. 21, 1995]
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February 15, 1995

Dear Hank:

Attachments r

Our support, love and thoughts are with you. We are doing what we can. This 
includes writing to the papers and senators, and telling all our friends of your 
remarkable abilities and dedication to caring for people.

Dr. Henry Foster
Meharry Medical Center 
Nashville, TN

TEL  704-547-4024

TEL N 704-334-2344

CHARLES C. HIGHT, AIA, PE

201 7 MATHESON AVENUE

ARCHITECT - ENGINEER

CHARLOTTE, NC 28205E

Warmest regards: ___ 7

Charles and Jeannette Hight

Also, enclosed are letters and articles written in support of you. The one 
appeared in the Charlotte Observer. Jeannette has received many positive 
calls from friends and strangers. We have submitted the other article to the 
Washington Post.

Please don't hesitate to call upon us in anyway to support you. This includes 
writing additional letters, telling the Congress of your contributions, and 
anything else.

No matter what happens, we are with you. We will always remember your 
special dedication, caring nature and skills.

Without you, there would not be a Christopher Hight. Your talents and work 
have brought joy to our lives. You will be proud to know that your 
extraordinary efforts resulted in us having a son who is excelling at Rice 
University in architecture. His teachers, who are nationally renown, have told 
us that he has very special talents. He was selected to intern with 
internationally acclaimed architect Renzo Piano in his Paris office. Enclosed 
are photos of him and his wife Kimberly.-they were married this summer. 
Jeannette directs an early child education school and I remain as dean at 
UNCC.
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HEADLINE: TUSKEGEE STILL HOLDS DR. FOSTER IN ITS HEART

EYLINE* E/ RI-CHARZ? a. SERRANO, TINES STAFF WRITER

TUSKEGEE, Ala.DATELINE:

poor womew to abandon their midwives. And

hi

sGther’s life. As farsisr cailaagua Dr. TNasas Calhoun said, be was not ’’an
»abortionist who works in an abortion clinic and all he does is abortions. .

#

In the politics of this issue today, such distinctions tend to lose any
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LEXIS-NEXISLEXIS-NEXIS
TM

LEXIS-NEXIS
Services of Mead Data Central, Inc.

VASS

SECTISwt Part A; Page I; ColUiSN 5; NeciOAal Dei?.

A

dody:
Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. saved the life of the mayor's infant son. He talked a

later revised his estimate to 39, his chances of winning Senate confirmation 
next satith have been la grsve doubt.

•Oh, the babies," recalled his nurse, Thelma Walker-grown. "Lots of babies, 
babies, babies, babies."

He was just out of medical school when he came- to Tuskegee. Young, ambitious, 
trained in -isdddrn medicine. A-stong the po-ar, the uneducated and the si ch living 
on the red clay soil of east-central Alabama, among the- women who didn't know or 
couldn't afford to call a doctorf Foster was the best they had.

Copyright 1995 The Times Mirror Company
Las Angeles Tises

r ft » f
■moaning. Since Foster first -acknowledged doing a ss-all nu-js-ber of -abortiGns, and

prenatal clinics that persuaded young 
■he delivered babies.

This was Alabama in the 1960s, a time and a place unlike the world today, 
long befare the President of the United States would stiwof? Foster to becd-sje the

■He is re«e-!s-bered in Tuskegee as the town "baby doctor" who, before Roe vs. 
Wade, performed abortions only in the rarest emergency of having to save a

soared and confused Joyce German out -of an -ahortion. He ran a network of
1

indeed, the portrait of the young doctor that emerges in the recollections of 
old colleagues and others here serves as a sharp exa-s-ple of just how tortured 
the- nation's struggle over abortion has become.

reduced to -a question of how jsany abortions he may have perforsied in three 
decades of medical practice.

nation's surgeon general.

So great is the contrast between the political maelstrom of Washington and 
this co&sunity — and what Foster -jsea-nt to it — that people in Tuskegee find it 
hard to grasp how the life of the "Dr. Hank" they grew to respect could be
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Foster's record at the outset — has contaminated the nomination process beyond

Those arguments may be the ones- that determine Foster's fate as a candidate
general.£r, a-i

But they seem remote to those who remember haw he labored to open the rural
poor to the advantages df preventive sedicine. Hew, threugh his satellite
clinics and other outreach programs, Alabama women learned to take better care
•of themselves and their unborn children.

When Foster was- back in Tuskegee last year to address a conference on rural
health care, he reflected on the work he and his staff had done.

"I spent nine years of my life here in this most unique community," he said.
"We were ahead of our tiste,”

The native of Pine Sluff, Ark., who served in the Air Force as a medical

three-story brick facility on the campusAndrew Memorial Hospital -
the faisod Tuskegee UniverSi ty'Tof

He was an African American doctor serving a black population. Tuskegee was
about £7X black, as it reoins today, and so were the vast majority of
cottonseed farmers- and loggers in the surrounding Tuskegee. National Forest east
of Montgomery, Ala.

The median income when Foster arrived here was less than $2,SOD a year. In
the five-coo-nty rural area, families went witho-ut electricity, telephones and.
in some cases, running water. Without jobs or education, how could you tell them
•isodern health care was more important?

Foster took over for Dr. Joseph Mitchell, whom townspeople remember as
overworked and stressed and who one day died of a heart attack.

"So Dr. Foster came in and he had all these pressures and he said he wanted
it all," Walker-Brown said, "He said -he was yowng and he could do it all,"¥ n .4 r» 

VW ■kiW

His average caseload ran into the hundreds. He- sometimes delivered three
the nu-jsber of infants delivered under Foster's care

Louis Rabb, administrator of the hospital before it closed in 1987, when too
®3ny charity cases drained its resources, re-jsesbored: "It was a tresendows
number of babies. Probably thousands of them."

*
r

Taking in patients from Macon, Bullock, Russell, Lee and Elmore counties,
Faster expanded Mitchell’s progra® of wojsen’s clinics in the rwral areas.
Friends say he spent afternoons in his Chevrolet Corvair, driving out into the

LEXIS -NEXIS
TM

LEXIS-NEXISLEXIS-NEXIS
Services of Mead Data Central, Inc.

repair.

babies -a day. In truth, 
simply cannot be-counted.

Opponents do not argue that Foster did nothing good; those for whom abortion
V is an issue of uncomprostisable morality believe that -he was part of one thing so 

bad that nothing else matters. And some contend that the Clinton k'hitc House's 
— particularly its failure to give an -accurate, forthright account of

officer, -caae here in ??&4 as--thtr-lsue obstetrician-gynecolagist at the Jahn A. 
I3a-bed) ‘

nr<! ’ r U
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countryside and teaching young women how to care for themselves properly.

his colleagyes say. Ws-jaen «s-31d -wait the toll

to o oot«or!< of sjdwivos operating throughout thegenerations they had gone
region.

LEXIS -NEXISWLEXIS-NEXISWLEXIS-NEXIS
TM
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"They were the poorest of the poor. Women whodidn't have anything. Women who 
didn't cc«e to the hospital until the last sinute.

Against this backdrop was the matter of race. The local hospital served only 
whites, except for a few hlacR emergency patients that it toofc in and assigned 
to rooms normally used as- closets. So the- John A. Andrew Hospital became a mecca 
for Alabama Slacks.

"It's hard to even visualize now," Walker-Brown said, "women didn't have
They didn’t isave any stable

Ford said he also feels- deeply indebted- to Foster. The doctor saved his son's 
life.

"Ehe was bedridden for a while because she was carrying the child 1-sw and if 
she stood up it would, cause her to go into labor. It was a very delicate 
situation," Ford said.

Then the year before Foster left, Johnny Ford became the first, black mayor of 
Tuskegee — an office he .still holds, in front of the Confederate statue that 
graced the town square, he placed a red-white-and-blue sign proclaiming; 
"Welco-se to Tuskegee, Pride of the Growing South.”

There were civil rights demonstrations on the Tuskegee University campus. A 
young black «an na-ised Eajsisy Young was shot to death by a white assailant -at the 
town bus depot in an incident that sparked protest marches. Voter-registration 
gerryaandering that shut blacks out of the polls was over turned by the E-upreme 
Court.

himself performing emergency surgery to repair a 
trying to save wo-men with advanced eclaspsia — a

Before he became mayor, Ford worked in New Orleans. His wife> Frances, who 
was pregnant with their first child, developed cosplicatio-ns. They quickly 
returned to Tuskegee and Foster’s care.

During Foster's time here-, Tuskegee, like much of the South, underwent a 
®etamorphesi s.

Foster sometimes found
crudely done abortion. -Or
disorder that may occur late in pregnancy — who were rushed to his hospital in 
c-onvulsio-ns or already in a co®a.

The task was often daunting,
nine months before they called a doctor, if they called one at all. For

running water. They didn’t -fjav-e indoor toilets, 
income.

"And they were brought here sometimes- by lay midwives. They would physically 
bring the® here. Or they’d bring thes tiere with their presature babies. I sean, 
they'd put those babies in boxes with hot water bottles and bring them to us and 
ask us to save their lives."
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fcnaw ta tafcs tJ*e st. exactly t&e right KS..’’

Later, when Ford, beeaas mayor, Jet. magaz-ine put him on the cover with his

ir. her nwr. way, -Joyce Ser-san credits -Foster w h savirg Ivsr child as well.

Added Dr. Calhoun: "With Hank, we got a wtole new dimension."

LEXIS’-NEXISW LEXIS-NEXISWLEXIS -NEXISW
Services of Mead Data Central, Inc.

wife and son. Faster liked to paint to -Jahn -Jr.’s pictara and toll every-afte: 
"That's my hay." Ford, says to this day: "I owe my son’s life to Dr. Hank..''

"We were all real poor people when Hank was here," Sadie said. "We were ju^t 
people who needed help. He helped us.”

"There has been an outcry by various groups that the intent of family 
planning is black genocide, and that the ultimate effect will be black 
genocide," Foster said in a speech while still in Tuskegee.

So when people in Tuskegee remember the good that Foster tried to accomplish, 
it becomes all the more troubling when they see the furor over his selection as 
surgeon general.

His uncle, William B. Hill, a 90-ye-a-r-old retired farm extension service 
agent, saw his nephew come to Tuskegee and move on, and said he cannot 
understand what people would want in a surgeon general if not someone like 
Faster. Nor can his wife, 92-year-old Sadie Hill.

i f-
w.

It was a delicate line for Foster, but one his colleagues said he balanced- 
well.

"He was well-educated, but when he was with the people down here, he didn't 
set himself up in an ivory tower,” said Dr. Calvin R. Dawe, who worked with 
Foster at the John A. Andrew Hospital.

But he argued that acceptance of more birth control measures would only 
enhance the black population in Tuskegee, and bring it in line with modern life 
in the rest of the nation.

"It turned nut ha had to deliver the child early, and it took his skill to 
»

V.

But also while in Tuskegee, Faster did came un-der sritlci^ far his efforts 
to spread the use of birth control. At that time in the- rural. South, many 
suspected that the white power structure was pushing birth control as a way to 
curb the number of black births, and maybe to kill off the black, race 
altogether.

She was ZQ, a student at Tuskegee, unmarried, and pregnant with her second 
child. She knew Foster from services at the Missionary Baptist -Church h-er-e. -One 
day she knocked on his door at the hospital.

GRAPHIC: Photo, Nominee's uncle and aunt, William and Sadie Hill of Tuskegee, 
Ala. JAMIE STURTEVANT / For The Times

"I didn't want to have another child,” she said. "I asked far an abortion, 
but he refused. He said, this child was a blessing to me. He said to have the 
child and it would turn out all -right. Today I -have -a bo-autiful daughter who 
went on to became the valedictorian at her high school."

PAGE 4
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AAM-AL-Foster-Tuskegee, Ala Bjt,58O<
AAlabama Woman Says Foster Refused to Perform Abortion for Her< 
AWith AP Photo<
Abmpost0729<

TUSKEGEE, Ala. (AP) A former patient of Dr. Henry Foster Jr. 
said the embattled surgeon general nominee once refused her request for an 
abortion, counseling instead that the unborn child was a "blessing."<

Joyce German told the Birmingham Post-Herald in a story published 
Friday that critics of Foster are wrong for attempting to portray him as an 
abortion doctor.<

"To even classify him as that ... was silly, it was 
ridiculous," said Ms. German, a laboratory scientist in Tuskegee, where 
Foster worked as an obstetrician from 1965 to 1973.<

Ms. German's 23-year-old daughter said she owes her life to 
Foster's treatment of her mother more than two decades ago.< 

"If he hadn't said what he did, I wouldn't be here," said 
Anisha German, a doctoral candidate in behavior and neuroscience at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham. "I guess he did save my life."< 

A Senate committee is expected to begin confirmation hearings 
soon on President Clinton's nomination of Foster to replace fired Surgeon 
General Joycelyn Elders, a longtime friend of Foster.<

Abortion has been an issue in the nomination because of varied 
accounts of the number of abortions Foster performed as an 
obstetrician-gynecologists

The doctor's admission that he had performed any abortions also 
became a point of contention. Abortion opponents contend no one who has 
performed the procedure should serve as surgeon general, while Foster 
supporters say he performed abortions only when medically necessary and 
generally opposes the procedures

Ms. German said she and her husband were struggling to get 
through what is now Tuskegee University and care for an infant daughter in 
1970 when she found out she was once again pregnant. They are no longer 
marriedS

Ms. German said she went to see Foster, her obstetrician and 
gynecologist, hoping he would terminate the pregnancyS

"He said, 'You can handle this,'" Ms. German, 45, told the 
newspaper in an interview this week. " This child is a blessing to you. I'm 
not going to do anything to stop that.'<

"I was hoping he would see it my way and say, Well, however you 
feel.' But he didn't blink. He would not do it."<

Foster later delivered Anisha and refused to take any money, Ms. 
German said.<

White House Press Secretary Mike McCurry said he was not 
surprised by Ms. German's story.<

"He believes that the outcome (of abortion) is one in which 
there has been a failure somewhere along the way," said McCurry.<
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But an Alabama leader of abortion protests said Foster's counsel 
to Ms. German did not excuse other abortions Foster has acknowledged 
performing during his 38-year career.<

"If you've done abortions, then you're an abortionist," said 
the Rev. Jim Pinto of suburban Birmingham. "He's an abortionist and he's 
someone who should not be a leader in this nation."<

While in Alabama Foster worked at the now-closed John A. Andrew 
Hospital in Tuskegee, and he was the lone obstetrician serving hundreds of 
black women in rural east Alabama for about a year.<

Ms. German recalled babysitting for Foster's two young children, 
spending Sunday mornings with him at Greater St. Mark Missionary Baptist 
Church, and seeing him at his office during her pregnancies.<

Foster went on to become a dean and acting president at Meharry 
Medical College in Nashville, Tenn. While there he began a program to fight 
teen pregnancy that attracted the administration's attentions

<
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we were going to college,” aayo Madque. 
“Our problem was which college were we 
going to.”

Foster armed at the Tuskegee 
rate's John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital

500t0 KiuMt* them, to give them power over their lives.

FOSTER CONTUSED ON 10A ►

•a"

■<
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ter got 
•pped. 
the ya

;c of

in 1965 and took charge of obstetrics and 
gynecology.

and smart. He looked like he 
was about 16.“ recalls Thelma Walker- 
Brown, a nurse, sitting in her rural home

nr. Henry Fowtar Jr. believe* there is

no freedom without health.

He wLTm Kd1Sri7nr?h- have‘ri»own

-. He may be. but fj^t there is tj ! JT/ ** **
Jb ft ktiarA a1___________ • .

Commitment to the poor
Foster wu bom during the Great De> 

prewnon in Pin* Bluff, Art. where life 
centered on the river and the cotton 
fields and a black college. Both his par­
ents were teachers.

“We lived a sheltered life," recalls 
Emory Maxique. a lifelong friend, now 
also a doctor. “We never considered IF

Foster went to Morehouse College and 
to the University of Arkansas, where he 
was the ouly African-Amencan in his 
medical school class.

After a stint as a medical officer in the 
Air Force, he went to Alabama.

Surgeon general nominee 
not about to give up now 
■ From Alabama to Tennessee, Foster's

be a huge battle over the moral issues his i 
carear in medicine has confrontetl 1 —®r-

Over his 37 years as a doctor, he’s been a healer to people
fare’ ?r PVen roads the battic h“ 

reaching them, not just getting to their rural shacks and urban 
ghettos, but reaching their hearts and mines

te saxl. H.

pus. Foster 
never sto.

It was  ,
and the Selma March and the - -------
the V< ’ .. .........................
were not  ,
Women and their babies were dying.

“He was the only ob-gyn .nat was sm- 
ing black mammas and babi*.',” says 
Walker-Brown.

r

>v

one evening a few miles from the cam- 
t to work, she says, and 

year of the Bloody Sunday 

'oting Rights Act. Blade women 
not allowed in white hospitals then.

* *

▼ CONTINUED FROM 1A

He’s tried to teach hundreds of younger 
doctors to take the same approach.

As surgeon general, he says, he would 
continue to seek out the neglected. He 
would give a special emphasis lu wom­

en's health, wnich he says has been ig­
nored. And he would rnnunue his cru­
sades against infant mortality and teen 
pregnancy.

roster, bi, sits in a cramped office in 
the Old Executive Office Building for a 
rare interview, a break between courtesy 
calls to members of Congress. His face is 
round and smooth, chestnut colored, and 
he wears Smail, square spectacles. He 
wears a pinstriped suit with a pink breast 
cancer prevention ribbon on his lapel.

He speaks in talking points and statis­
tics, drawn from dacp experience but 
washed of emotion. These days there is a 
sense of self-protection and some indig­
nation about having to defend his life.

He recalls how he was rased in a 
home with a copy of the Constitution on 
the wall.

His father would point to th* document 
and say, "Your freedom is here.” Then 
he’d point to his brow and say “The key 
to unlock it is here.”

But what is freedom, Foster wonders, 
without health?

skills have survived the tests of time
MARY OTTO Washington cur&uj “ "

Dr. Henry Foster Jr. has long, tapered ~------- w**"*®™

very fine hands that have drawn thou-’ OUTLOOK 
sands of babies into this world.
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IU.V out to wnoyg Qto pa.
^^^Kicnts w-er«, setting up rur*J

was. In seme ways, just u isoiaud and
g** expariment.

The team's approach to coping with

Working with Nashville community

the very people I had 
aahed Foster.waoSs’"’'”®-’ URi“

US." says Channame Harris. 18. She like
^^oster at Tuskegee. He recalls asking the 

doctor why he had chosen this 
^»ace, this job with impossible demands 

Foster told him.'‘Thii u huw you prove

When Foster was tapped tor the job of 
surgeon general early in February. Presi-

public housing, 
'ha: works," sai

nancies.

ica, an anti-
abortion group.

. . ... __ fba - ----. .

and parents. Foster developed
Jie I Have A Future program to provide

is." says Charmame HairiTlS. She 1S 

the others, has watched Foster’s travails 
m Washington with dismay. But she be­
lieves be will prevail

She whispers, “The tnnh will set you 
rFBft, •

Conservative resistance

easily relinquished The rhall^g*

high-risk pregnancies gamed national av 
teation. Porter, woririnj with the Robert

And there were thouaaodt uf 4hem. 
many of them penniless country women.

The doctor put together a team of 
Burses, social workers and other special­
ists and they went out to where the pa-

Wood Johnson Foundation, helped repll- 
cate the methods un a national stale.

M th. problet^awta "“el™

TO. ta semt wan mi o 11 “tmras T“k

o™i the «-year espertat. beg.

tojed^eatment for syphilis by feder-

Res««^ ^ottacH claim 
that in 1965, Foste may have attended

Dies.
“Mothers came from all over to Tuske­

gee if there were complications. 
... There was every kind of complization 
you could think of," says Walker-Brown.

Infections and abdominal pregnancies 
and ruptured wombs and seizures. Some 
of the women had never seen a doctor 
before.

Sterling Roaf, a medical student from 
Foster’s home town, went to work with

how good you are. When evervthing is 
against vnn "

tions, the deprivation, the sense of fatei. 
ism he found.

-*.5?31£^Sr*aM
‘-Every human being has the need to 

feel creative," he wrote. “It is a drive not 

> is to

sssTs^usiss.’ss^g a?
tors And nurses to care for them. The

dent Climon hailed him as the man who 
could lead a national campaign a fight 
teen-age pregnancy..

But conservatives have lashed out al 
him almost ceaselessly since then, in­
censed because he has conceded perform­
ing 39 abortions and has headed testing 
on a suppository used to terminate preg­
nancies.

Since he has been a luugtme board 
member of the Pleased Parenthood Fed­
eration of America and since the I Have 

arauable»tMMcmaotiracffiaubl 

stinence, he has drawn further fury. 
“His past work in supporting abortion- 

grams and Bchool-basad birth control 
clinics should worry all American par­
ents,r said Beverly LaHaye, president of 
Concerned women for America, an anti-

poor teens with tutoring, sports and field

“You h«v0 to have a tremendous heart 
to care about some kids who come from

SAExT-JPaul PTCKFEr press <MD®)^arch 28, 1925

V.;

Wrtere. It's hard to haltere that there 
-are routes to love besides sex, things to 
ereatc besides ha tn*?

ttwn the facts," saw Jea- 
kms. And a sense of —

the local medical society, seeking ta 
doctors’ compliance for continuing th 
secret study.

The allegation has been resoundinzl’ 
rejected by the White House and by Fos 
Jet-He denied he knew of the study anti 
19*2. when it was revealed .-nd outran 
brought it to a halt B

“Wby would I have turned my back or
Mked*jLt^’pIe 1 had CQnlC t0 ’CrVe’’ 

“How dare these groups accuse me? 1 
JWs serving the people of Tuskegee.
Wptog?^ dOinS' Wh° Wer®

Ready for a fight
When his day before the Senate comes 

hosier swears he will fight like he al­
ways has fnnght.

“Our president I think correctly, has

United States teen pregnancy rate is 
more than double that of toe next closest 
western natian." he says.

hive over a million pregnancies « 
year among our teen-agm Over <00,000 
of them get abortions. What I want to do 
is to have these young people not be ir a position where toey have to s?b>ri 
themselves to this.” 1

member of the Pleased Parenthood Fcd-

there are roads nut of here. Most families a Future program maxes contraceptives
live on 810,000 or less. Mos: people are available to teen-agers not practicing ab-
jobless Young men hang out on the cor- stinence, he has drawn further fury,
ner of toe known world, 40th and Clifton. “His past work in supporting abortion- 

“Basically this communitv says, 'You ca-demand.. flawed sei education pro- 
are supposed to frtL"’says Jenkias. Cirl- --J
mothers sit on doorsteps. Babies are ev-

Then, Roaf says, Foster offered him a 
challenge: "Let’s see if we caa bring 
some positive people into the world."

Battling teen-pregnancy
On another soft eveaing, this one in 

Nashville, « pale mooa is rising over 
drab blocks of public housing.

"Realitv is wha: works," sap Joe Jea­
kins, a case manager for I Have a Fu­
ture. which Foster established to discour­
age teen pregnancy. It’s hard to convince 
the kids at Preston Taylor Homes that

it people are 
t on the cor-
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other health-related problems, found'

This endorsement is based upon the following:
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consistently demonstrated a high

Health Services
Gynecology at Meharry

Atw» H. Frier. M.O.

I. \V,wi»*r, M (>,

IXum I l.wmir, M.D, 
^'rttry-1 'VJU/rrr

NUn;,wrt cih k 

O'rMTh-

H.iridt t. Rem Mj, 
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Inttfftr S. fttimm. m.D 
John H. C>nsr.i>fli( M.O. 
Inhn w, (.antb, M (). 
< . Ri<h.inf r. h'MchvAy, M.O. 
W. C.tn.» Willl.>tm. |r„ M.o, 
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op HENRY W. POSTER, M.^ AS^SD^X'^nrral

Ann H. Price, M.D. 
President 

Nashville Academy of Medicine

February 8, 1995

POSTER HAS BEEN A VALUABLE MEMBER

ho Played a pivotal role in? the edttcX o7 
physicians. 1 he high risk of heart disease

OF THE 
NASHVILLE MEDICAL COMMUNITY FOR MANY YEARS.

HE IS AN EXCELLENT PHYSICIAN AND AN

ADMINISTRATOR - SOMEONE WHOSE JNTELLECT AND

CAPABIUTIES ARE MATCHED ONLY BY HIS COMMITMENT 

TO HUMANITY. THE NASHVILLE ACADEMY OP MEDICINE

MAR 10 '95 16=40 NASHVILLE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE'

Nashville Academy
ofMedicine

18 2 1

Medicine Dr Fo^ h P.°f the NashviHe Academy of

Ssx; “f
A-:.sr t- ? s-L/si-- - 

' Medical College, Dr. Foster 

countless 
and cancer, among 

among many African-

POSTER TO THE POSITION OF U.S. SURGEON GENERAL

AND URGES THE SPEEDY CONFIRMATION OF THIS

appointment.
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Americans calls for a Surgeon General with
a deep understanding of thiscommunity.

and the
treats the spiritual, as well as thephysical side of this social dilemma.

SHOULD HAVE AN EXCELLENT UNDERSTANDING

CAN BE ACQUIRED ONLY THROUGH YEARS OF PRACTICING

DR. FOSTER EMBODIES THESE
MEDICINE AT ALL LEVELS.

AND, WE BELIEVE,
SKILLS

WILL BE AN EXCELLENT SURGEON GENERAL.

he has the understanding neee^at to <hat

compassion to design a program Z ” ’h,S pr°b,en’

•T IS THE ACADEMY’S BELIEF THAT THE U.S. SURGEON GENERAL

OF MEDICINE,
WELL-HONED ORGAMZAT1ONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS A 

FIRM GRASP OF PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES AND THE W.SDOM THAT

MAR 10 '95 16:41 NASHVILLE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE
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WASHINGTON - Sec. Joha Asi-

A«her»ft

Ali sevca Deratr^ats or. the com-
croft mmJ that before he make* up to

anl ether

I

i

Ashcroft Says He’s Undecided
On Surgeon General Nomination

tood. he wants to ses more Wk- 
pmund material cn a prejtra.Ti Fueter 
headed while working in Aiahatx^ to

JeitGrts of Vermont, have sax! they 
wi2 »vie io confinti Foster, with sev- . 

liaee members unde-
rcdiwe Wxu prcgWiCJ.

Ashcroft, sax. he wanted to find out 
whedurjjwsc runaiag Die program 
bad ureed the teens not to have sex, 
as Foster testjfisd. ' ■':

Ashcraft aaid the saeagir.g infor- 
maticn the awnittee got on Fos­
ters recorc appeared to have been 
the result Of miafjea by the White 
Hniw* ixd Senate aupporter*, aaiher 
than Faster.

"There are credibility/ issues about

porters had "cooked-up".claitns on-
Foster's behalf, Ashcroft said, it 
would threatei; whether the full Sen­
ate tthau.H vote >*. *2 oa the nomina-

' ,' ijeadstheranmitte" ssdsays, the fufl
The legal abortiocs Foster per Senate sacoM vote oa Foster.

| formed u m Miwtctriaan-gynecolo 
I gist were “a faitor’’ egajcist hha. s*id
I Ashcroft, who has been a strong op-! 

(peneot of legaliaed abortion except ir.1 
I cases of tape wd incest and when the 

life of the mother Is at stake. 
"The OCtiBal candidate should not 

I be socncMe who Les ccmmlttec abor-
> tion«," Ashcroft said, because lie 

would not be an eHective leader for 
the ocmoatian that need to he re- abortion opponents.

said Ashcroft, who added that Foster
haK "conducted himself wcU" during 
the hearing. • ;

"Wc’c Hke to see vast the facts sided. If the rest of the RepubiiMiis 
ate,-'- tse senator said, adding that '.mt* against the aominatiexr, there 
the committee should not vote on toe would be an 8-8 tie, and it could go to

— - . — '■-■■■■ —' w . WII l.ll - ■ -
U0” a .5^Caie.' Senate Makrity Leader Bob Doi*.

H that aformaooe .vhow* that tup- R-Ka., im receuily basked away 
.rterr f.«5 rts^. «• tot be wod(j

the floor -zote, flaying he wanteri to 
meet wtb Potter fi«e. Mi» feLon 

l.‘ Kansan, Sen. Nancy Kaasebaurr.

By Tim Poor
Peat pijpeteh W«»h)ngtwi SUtMv

WASfttNGTQN - Sen. John Ash­
croft, R-Mo., says he’s stffi unCor ded
on the norainatioa of Dr, Iltiuy Fos­
ter to bc.-suigmt general.

Astrcrbf t is a member of the Senate
Comnurwe on and Human Ke-
wiurcw, which iieK a hearing on the
nomiration last week ibc is soected
to vote soon on its recommendation
to the fall Senate. _______ _ ___

h as,

Foster

'.rota against the aominaticxT, there

(wnunabm umil ft the Ltfonna- ■ thS floor without a recommendation.



May 12, 1995

Dear Senator Dole:

Sincerely,

*

Byron J.

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution

I urge you to support Dr. Foster. He will do such a good job, you may even want him for 

your own Surgeon General.

Faculty Group Practice
Office of the President and Chief Executive Officer

Honorable Robert Dole
United States Senate
141 Senate House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515

I write you now about another important matter, the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster. He 
and I interned together and I know him as a man of exceptional accomplishment and 

impeccable character.

My wife is proud to be one of your first contributors for your Presidential Campaign. Both 

she and I met you at the University of Kansas Medical Center where we worked and I had 
a most memorable visit with you on the beach at Key Biscayne Bay many years ago. We 

will be more substantial supporters as the race matures.

PO Box 100354 
Gainesville, FL 32610-0354 

Tel: (904) 395-8074 
Fax: (904) 395-8077

er son, MD
Presided and Cnief Executive Officer

He, like you, and I as well, are grounded in small town America values which built this 
country. To deny his nomination for some spurious twenty year old occurrence to which 

he was not even remotely related is an affront to those values which we all learned in 

Russell, Kansas; Hayti, Missouri; and Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

j&x UNIVERSITY OF

W FLORIDA



DR. FOSTER’S ffMATERNAL AND INFANT CARE” PROGRAM 
Tuskeegee, Alabama

"In crowded cities and in places you can't even find on a map -1 have come face 
to face with real life and death challenges... Low birthweight babies bom to 
mothers not yet old enough to drive a car... Low income women in the rural 
south with no access to prenatal care, and no one but a lay midwife at their side at 
the time of delivery.

I know that these impediments not only stunt the growth of children, they 
inevitably stunt the growth of this nation. There is nothing more in the national 
self-interest than the protection and nurturing of our children. And I have 
devoted my entire career to this goal."

Dr. Henry W. Foster, Nominee for U. S. Surgeon General1

LATE 1960s, SOUTH HAD LITTLE HEALTH CARE, MANY HEALTH PROBLEMS:
• Dr. Foster is one of the nation's leading experts on, and advocates for, maternal and 

child health. Immediately after completing his medical training, Dr. Foster returned 
to the rural south - Tuskeegee, Alabama - and began his lifelong crusade against 
infant mortality. At that time, rural areas suffered from a severe shortage of doctors; 
most poor women had no access to health care until it was time to deliver their babies 
with lay midwives at home. Many of the women had never seen a doctor.

DR. FOSTER FOUNDED PROGRAM TO ADDRESS HIGH INFANT MORTALITY:
• To address Alabama's high level of infant mortality, Dr. Foster applied for a grant from 

the Department of Health to expand the Maternity and Infant Care Program at 
Tuskegee Institute, and directed the development of this program from 1970 - 1973.

HEALTH CARE TEAMS WENT TO WOMEN WHO COULDN'T COME TO THEM:
• Dr. Foster developed a comprehensive approach to maternal and child health care - 

involving teams of doctors, nurses, social workers and nutritionists - with the 
ambitious goal of preventing health problems in mothers and newborn children. To 
reach these women, Dr. Foster sent the teams out into the countryside on buses, 
carrying with them all the supplies they would need.

• The teams worked with the rural communities to reach women early in their 
pregnanaes, identify those women with a high potential for complication, and ensure 
they received specialized attention throughout their pregnancy and following the birth.

BECAME NATIONAL MODEL FOR HEALTH CARE IN UNDERSERVED AREAS:
• Dr. Foster's approach was well ahead of its time, becoming a national model for

regionalized perinatal care" -- a program involving extensive community outreach 
specialized services for high risk women, and comprehensive care of mothers and 
infants both before and following birth. Dr. Foster was asked by the Robert Woods 
Johnson Foundation to replicate the program nationwide. Primarily because of this 
pathbreaking work, Dr. Foster was elected to the prestigious Institute of Medicine.

'Remarks at Sasha Bruce Foundation, Washington, D.C., 3/3/95



DR. FOSTER: A ’’BABY DOCTOR”

THELMA WALKER-BROWN, Dr. Foster’s Former Nurse

>

Los Angeles Times
• "Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. saved the life of the mayor's infant son. He talked a 

scared and confused Joyce German out of an abortion. He ran a network of 
prenatal clinics that persuaded young, poor women to abandon their midwives. 
And he delivered babies. 'Oh, the babies,' recalled his nurse, Thelma 
Walker-Brown. 'Lots of babies. Babies, babies, babies'... He is remembered in 
Tuskegee as the town "baby doctor"...

His average caseload ran into the hundreds. He sometimes delivered three babies 
a day. In truth, the number of infants delivered under Foster's care simply cannot 
be counted...

St. Paul Pioneer Express:
• "He was the only ob-gyn that was seeing black mammas and babies," says 

[Thelma] Walker-Brown [Dr. Foster's nurse from Tuskegee, Alabama]. And there 
were thousands of them, many of them penniless country women. The doctor put 
together a team of nurses, social workers and other specialists and they went out 
to where the patients were, setting up rural clinics. .. Foster's medical team from 
Tuskegee brought the message of better nutrition and hygiene and health to poor 
women of rural Alabama. .. And back at the hospital, they delivered babies. 
Hundreds. Thousands of babies. "Mothers came from all over to Tuskegee if there 
were complications... There was every kind of complication you could think of," says 
Walker-Brown. . .['From Alabama to Tennessee, Foster's Skills Have Survived The Tests of 
Time" St. Paul Pioneer Express. 3/28/95]

'It's hard to even visualize now,' Walker-Brown said. 'Women didn't have running 
water. They didn't have indoor toilets. They didn't have any stable income.' They 
were the poorest of the poor. Women who didn't have anything. Women who didn't 
come to the hospital until the last minute. ["Tuskegee Still Holds Dr. Foster in Its Heart", 
Los Angeles Times. February 19, 1995]

He was just out of medical school when he came to Tuskegee. Young, ambitious, 
trained in modern medicine. Among the poor, the uneducated and the sick living 
on the red clay soil of east-central Alabama, among the women who didn't know or 
couldn't afford to call a doctor, Foster was the best they had. This was Alabama in 
the 1960s . . . 'So Dr. Foster came in and he had all these pressures and he said he 
wanted to do it all,' Walker-Brown said. 'He said he was young and he could do it 
all.'



The Houston Chronicle
• "Jeannette Hight was 3 1/2 months' pregnant when she began bleeding in the 

middle of the night. Frantic, she called her obstetrician at home. 'He met us in 
the hospital in his bedroom slippers,' Hight recalls.

'That wasn't the doctor that I knew,' Hight says. T knew him as a doctor who 
would work as hard as he could to save a life. He was always available. He was 
easy to talk to. He didn't rush you in and out of your appointment. He was 
reassuring.'...

Hight hadn't thought about Foster in years until she saw his picture in the paper 
10 days ago. T was just so excited for him,' she says. As the days passed, Hight 
says she watched his image turn into a caricature of an 'abortion doctor.' 

With her doctor's careful help, Hight averted a miscarriage. That was more than 
25 years ago. The boy who was born that December 1969 is now grown and 
married. The place was Tuskegee, Ala. The doctor was Henry Foster, President 
Clinton's nominee for surgeon general.

Dr. Foster’s former patients have been coming forward to tell about the 
children he’s delivered and the lives he’s saved. Many of these mothers had 
very difficult pregnancies and credit Dr. Foster with saving the lives of their 
babies. In other cases, he talked them out of having abortions saying this baby 
was "a blessing" to them. In most cases, these are direct quotes from papers. In 
a few others, they are from letter of support sent to Dr. Foster.

Letter to Dr. Foster
• "Without you, there would not be a Christopher Hight. You will be proud to know 

that your extraordinary efforts resulted in us having a son who is excelling at Rice 
University in architecture. His teachers, who are nationally renown, have told us 
that he has special talents." [Letter to Dr. Foster from parents, Charles and Jeannette 
Hight, 2/15/95]

CHRISTOPHER HIGHT
Age 25

Hight, 57, wants the nation to know that the man who saved the life of her only 
child is no 'abortion doctor.' She remembers Foster as a compassionate man 
committed to ushering in new life. 'What I've heard is a one-sided story,' says 
Hight, director of Charlotte's Plaza Presbyterian Church day-care center. 'I 
haven't heard anything about all the lives that came into this world because of 
him.'...



Hight cared for Foster's children when she ran Tuskegee's preschool program. 
Her husband designed Foster's house there. When the Hights found out they were 
going to have a child, they asked Foster to be their doctor.

• 'If you 're going to make this a referendum on abortion, and on doctors who perform 
abortions, Hank Foster is probably the worst choice you could possibly make. I 
mean, from a standpoint of political strategy, as a pro-lifer, Hank Foster is not- 
would not be the guy I'd be trying to bring down. Hank Foster has not been an 
abortionist. He's been promoting life most of his career. Why would we choose 
somebody like Hank Foster to vilify? It just doesn't make sense to me, ’" says Avon 
Williams. [ "Dr. Foster's Work in Nashville Praised", All Things Considered, NPR, 2/17/95]

'A nomination like this should be above politics,' she adds. 'I hope Dr. Foster will 
stick with it. I hope he will actually be our surgeon general.' ["Patient Says Foster No 
"Abortion Doctor'", The Houston Chronicle, 2/15/95]

All Things Considered, NPR
• "Avon Williams III is the son of the first African-American state senator in 

Tennessee, and has known Foster his whole life. Foster nursed Williams' wife 
through a tough pregnancy and delivered his daughter. Williams is a Republican, 
a member of the Christian right. He thinks abortion should only be considered 
when the mother's life is at stake. Williams says Foster shouldn't have done any 
abortions, but that all the other things that he has done would make him a good 
surgeon general.

Testimony to Committee
• "I have known Dr. Hank Foster since 1983 when I became his patient. He saw me 

through a high risk pregnancy and delivered my beautiful daughter... I cannot 
think of a more highly qualified candidate for surgeon general... Hank Foster is 
one of God's finer creations, and I believe with all my heart God smiles on this 
nomination. ” [Alice Randall, Testimony to Committee, 3/24/95]

It was a difficult pregnancy. At six months, Hight went into early labor. On Dec. 
27, 1969, Hight went to see him for her regular checkup. After he examined her, 
he said, 'Woman, don't you know you're in labor?' Three hours later, Christopher 
was born. 'He was a healthy boy,' Hight says. 'Dr. Foster had given us so much 
joy.'

CAROLINE WILLIAMS
Age 7



Before he became mayor, Ford worked in New Orleans. His wife, Frances, who 
was pregnant with their first child, developed complications. They quickly 
returned to Tuskegee and Foster's care. 'She was bedridden for a while because 
she was carrying the child low and if she stood up it would cause her to go into 
labor. It was a very delicate situation,' Ford said. 7t turned out he had to deliver 
the child early, and it took his skill to know when to take the child at exactly the 
right time.'

• 'I didn't want to have another child," she said. "Iasked for an abortion, but he 
refused. He said this child was a blessing to me. He said to have the child and it 
would turn out all right. Today I have a beautiful daughter who went on to become 
the valedictorian at her high school.'" ["Tuskegee Still Holds Dr. Foster In Its Heart", Los 
Angeles Times. 2/19/95]

Later, when Ford became mayor, Jet magazine put him on the cover with his wife 
and son. Foster Eked to point to John Jr.'s picture and tell everyone: 'That's my 
boy.' Ford says to this day: Towe my son's life to Dr. Hank.'" ["Tuskegee Still Holds 
Dr. Foster in Its Heart", Los Angeles Times. 2/19/95]

Associated Press
• "Foster, her obstetrician and gynecologist, refused to give her an abortion and 

instead defivered the baby girl without charge... The daughter Foster delivered, 
Anisha German, is now a doctoral candidate in behavior and neuroscience at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham. [ "Woman: Foster Refused Abortion", Associated 
Press. March 10, 1995]

Los Angeles Times
• "In her own way, Joyce German credits Foster with saving her child as well. She 

was 20, a student at Tuskegee, unmarried and pregnant with her second child. 
She knew Foster from services at the Missionary Baptist Church here. One day 
she knocked on his door at the hospital.

JOHNNY FORD JR.
Age 23

ANISHA GERMAN
Age 25

Los Angeles Times
• "... the year before Foster left, Johnny Ford became the first black mayor of

Tuskegee -- an office he still holds ... Ford said he also feels deeply indebted to 
Foster. The doctor saved his son's life.



On Paying for Medical Care, Dr. Foster Said:

Personal Statement
• When they moved from Trinidad-Tobago, her doctor - a former student of Dr. 

Foster's - recommended him. At that time, Dr. Foster was no longer taking new 
patients, but he agreed to see them. Mr. Yorke was in medical school at Meharry 
-- and still is -- and the family was broke. Dr. Foster delivered their daughter and 
they never received a bill. She is still a patient of Dr. Foster's. [Pauline Wilson-Yorke]

Personal Statement
• "I had severe complications prior to my pregnancy and doctors were surprised when 

I became pregnant. Four of these doctors told me I would never be able to carry 
this child to term and recommended an abortion and complete hysterectomy. Dr. 
Foster was the only person who was willing to help me understand the risks, what 
was happening to me and made me educated myself on the medical concerns and 
possible complications. Because of Dr. Foster, I am now the mother of a beautiful 5 
year old little boy who wants to be a doctor when he grows up." [Ms. Donna Board]

Letter to Dr. Foster
• "I can say in all humility, without you we could have lost our only daughter and 

first born grandson. Wilma was so very ill and dehydrated. All I had to do was 
call you. You would nourish her back to normal. This was thirty some years ago. 
When you were a doctor in the Air Force at Larson Air Force Base. Her husband 
was away fighting a war." [Letter to Dr. Foster from Cliff and Wilda Denton, 2/8/95]

"...let me tell you something else — something I am very proud of. I 
have never once asked a woman who came to me for medical care if 
she had money or insurance before I treated her. Do you know why? 
Because it wouldn't have mattered. I was going to treat her anyway." 
[Remarks, Sasha Bruce Foundation, Wash., DC, 3/3/95]

GREG HAYNES
Age 33

MICHAEL BOARD
Age 5

SUSAN WILSON-YORKE
Age 5



Doctor Henry Foster

He examined me and gave me a pregnancy test.
Then soon he was telling me that I was pregnant and he wished me the best.

Francina's mother, Maggie Neal Williams, called the White House operator to express 
her support and read this poem over the phone, as she did not have access to a 
typewriter or fax machine. Francina Regena Williams was delivered by Dr. Foster in 
1966 at John Andrew Hospital Tuskegee Institute

Dr. Foster saved my daughter who is almost 29.
She is beautiful, she is wonderful and Lord knows she is fine. 
Had it not been for Dr. Foster, she would have been gone. 
He really talked me into letting her be born.

He said that his mission was to preserve life and not to destroy;
That God was blessing us with a sweet bundle of joy.
He took me in his office and he picked up a pad,
Then he gave me more assurance about my baby's normality than I ever had.

I say, "Dr. Foster, that really can't be."
And that he could change that whatever his fee. 
'Cause I didn't want to have a baby at the age of 39. 
But it was Dr. Foster who really changed my mind.

He was my doctor. He was my friend.
And I will love and respect him even until the end.
For the United States Surgeon General, he would be the best 
because through his practice he has stood every test. 
For his nation, he would right many wrongs.
Because the man is intelfigent, kind hearted and strong. 
To deny him of this position, would be so unfair. 
Just give him a chance.
He'll be perfect I swear.

I visited Dr. Foster in 1965
He could well be the reason that I am still alive. 
I thought I was going through an early change 
If not, I wanted everything rearranged.

FRANCINA REGENA WILLIAMS
Age 29
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must learn that there is a to give something

I'll have that opportunity.

^Mtrpemnssumfr^

I

Henry W. Foster, Jr., MD

child,

^Sheldoi

iere the

lucation Foundation President

TT-

p resident Bill Clinton called a White House press 
conference on Wednesday, February 2,1995, to nominate Henry 
Foster, Jr., MD, APGO's immediate past president and an APGO 
Foundation board member, to the post of U.S. Surgeon General. 

Doctor Foster's nomination has been sent to Capitol Hill 
where it will be reviewed by a Senate committee. His appoint­
ment must be confirmed by the Senate. If confirmed, he will 
follow the ousted Joycelyn Elders, MD, in the position as the 
nation's top physician.

Prior to his current position as Scholar-in-Residence at the 
Association of Academic Health Centers in Washington, DC, 
Doctor Foster served for six months as acting president of 
Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee. He served as 
chair of the department of obstetrics and gynecology from 
1973-1990, and as dean and vice president for Meharry Medical 
College from 1990-1993.

Doctor Foster received his B.S. from Morehouse College in 
'954 and his medical degree from the University of 

kansas School of Medicine in 1958. He served his ob/gyn 
ddency at Meharry's Hubbard Hospital in Nashville. Doctor 

Foster played a key role in the merger of the dty-owned 
Metropolitan General Hospital with Meharry Hubbard Hospital.

Continued on page 3
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Editor's note: As this issue went to 

press, Doctor Foster's nomination was 
being vigorously contested due, in 

part, to abortion-related issues.

similar to Doctor Foster's Tennessee 
program.

Doctor Foster's nomination is an honor 
for obstetrics and gynecology, for 
academic medicine and for APGO and 
the APGO Medical Education
Foundation.

integritythroughhisvariousacademic 

activities, appointments onwards. 

hehTs^ns^t^^^onst'ratedgoo'i

citizenship throughout hlscare^ He 
is a visionary who has anttapated the

cited in several recent reports showing 
the lack of ob-gyn participation in 
primary care.

While federal and health care legisla­
tion has tended to include ob/gyn as a 
primary care discipline, we have not yet 
been highly successful in convincing 
" lanaged care payor plans that we can 

;rve as gatekeepers while performing 
-ie necessary primary care to women. 
Herein lies the greatest threat to our 
specialty. As we have been excluded 
from the primary care designation, 
family physicians and internists have 
sought to broaden their clinical activities 
crossing over into several other 
disciplines including obstetrics and 
gynecology. Managed care organizations 
seemingly have encouraged this 
behavior. If this pattern of health care 
delivery persists, it may have far 
reaching consequences for the future 
identity of our specialty.

The medical student can be somewhat 
naive as to what constitutes an 
obstetrician-gynecologist today. Observ­
ing the birthing experience, assisting in 
gynecologic surgery, treating the "entire" 
female admittedly is enticing and 
seductive for the medical student, but it 
seems as if ob/gyn today will not, or 
cannot, be what it was yesterday. If we 
are to advertise the specialty as a 
primary care discipline, then certainly 
“ie glimpses of practice to which 

'dical students are exposed shall not 
„ iprise the entire scope of service. 
Medical students are beginning to 
recognize our current practice patterns 
compared to those which are deemed 

Doctor Foster's career work is resonant 
of the current White House agenda to 
battle against teenage pregnancy and 
strive for sexual responsibility. At 
Meharry, Doctor Foster initiated an anti­
pregnancy program for low-income 
adolescents called "I Have A Future." In 
his recent State of the Union address, 
President Clinton brought to America's 
attention the need to curb teenage 
pregnancy by supporting education, 
building self-confidence and instilling 
family values in young teens—a focus 

by housestaff. Fourth, we must make the 
effort to advise our medical students that 
ob/gyn does include a primary care base 
from which to provide comprehensive 
medical care for women. Fifth, at the 
same time, we must recognize that 
subspecialties are important since they 
bring advanced knowledge and skills to 
the obstetrician-gynecologist by virtue of 
invention and new discovery.

There is no question that 1994 was a 
significant year for the practice of 
medicine, including obstetrics and 
gynecology. In many ways, the implica­
tion and implementation of health care 
reform represented the most notable 
changes in the mechanisms underlying 
health care delivery in nearly a century. 
Accordingly, medical education has been 
forced to reassess methods of teaching 
and instruction. In particular, with the 
inevitable drive toward managed care, 
ob/gyn educators must integrate 
primary care into both undergraduate 
and resident medical education.

I cannot stress enough the need for 
educators to be inventive in planning 
and implementing teaching programs 
with limited patient volume and limited 
funding. It is these challenges that 
inspire us to become creative.

It has been a privilege to serve as your 
president during a year of continuing 
change. Thank you for being active 
members in an organization as 
important as APGO. Each of you acts as 
a leader by helping to promote excel­
lence in teaching total women's health 
care in your own academic institutions. 
Thank you for your support.

primary care. When medical students are 
rotated to volunteer ob/gyn faculty in 
the community who do not practice 
primary care, it becomes obvious to the 
student. This is occurring with greater 
frequency. As a result, ob/gyn is labeled 
as a non-primary care discipline by our 
future providers. At my institution. 
Family Practice has a program which 
introduces medical students to primary 
care within the first two years of medical 
school. This emphasis continues through 
the remainder of medical school so that 
students are extremely aware of what 
constitutes primary care and the 
opportunities primary care providers 
realize during a lifetime. There must be 
equal emphasis on how ob/gyn can 
provide similar opportunities for those 
medical students who wish to pursue a 
career in women's health care. 

To include primary care as an integral 
part of obstetrics and gynecology, we 
must look at several measures that can 
be taken and how they will be accom­
plished. First, it is important to recognize 
that there is a vast majority of physicians 
who provide the essential core of 
ob/gyn care. This work force must be 
respected for their efforts regardless of 
whether they choose to broaden their 
practice to include primary care. Second, 
for those who wish to adopt primary 
care skills, the educational and training 
opportunities must exist or be developed 
in order to realize this goal. Third, there 
must be a continued effort to increase or 
introduce primary care training in 
residency curricula. This effort could be 
facilitated by establishing continuity care 

health care needs of women in
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P 2MAR. 1.1995 10:25AMTEL: 615 259 8260FROM : Nashville Banner

1 March 1995

Dear Mr. Podesta:

would you give Dr. Foster permission to talk to me?

As the paper’s

(9 a.m.

today.

Thanks again.

Sincerely,

I can be reached at 615-259-8226 until 3:45 p.m. (Eastern)
After 4:30 p.m. (Eastern) T will be at home at 615-371-8565.

John Podesta
The White House

I will try to publish our story
Eastern) and 11 a. in.

Bill Snyder
Senior Medical Writer

Thanks for your help, 
on Thursday. My deadlines are 8 a.m. 
(noon Eastern) on Thursday.

Can you give specifics about how McRae's recollections were 
"Inconsistent with the facts?" When was he interviewed?

• •

Could you elaborate on your comments to the Los Angeles Times 
yesterday about Dr. Luther McRae?

Nashville Banner
1100 BROADWAY

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37203

We are the afternoon daily in Nashville. As the paper's 
medical writer, I have covered Dr. Foster and Meharry Medical 
College since 1980. I have been writing about Foster's nomination 
almost full time for a month, and have been trying to give more 
balance to the news accounts that have been coming out.
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side) one of the Tuskegee
1.

r

- 2- I

when he moved into the house on Ohio St.?^yjar .

4.

5.

Was it during medical school?

J ;;yStSo?r; 9-^ h^nS a ba^? Can Dr. Foster provide any

decision to specialize in obstetrics?

"A

■T

>

2,

3.

CJoMc- c. ,/e. What year did Dr. Foster work with Dr. Frank Bryant in Pine Bluff7 __
I Was it during medical school? ~

- — Foster a case during the year he worked with Dr.

NO.319 P002

8. Where did Dr. Foster learn to fly, and now old was he?
— END — v

- J

f ~ ‘. C^da .

interview request.

>' ,irA n\A

is this uncle stillallve?

How old was Dr. Foster when his father died?

How old was Dr. Foster

Does Dr. Foster still own an airplane and what kind? Z^? /

How old was Dr. Foster when he was a freshman at Corbin High? —/3

Was Dr. Foster's uncle (on hi^mother^ 
airmen? If so, i- thic U“C1-

To: John Podesta , j ~
Proa: Erica Goode, U.S. News & World Report . u ’ - \ . J

Dear Mr. Podesta:
As you know. I'm writing a story for next week's magazine about

Dr. Poster, which I hope will allow our readers to see him as a real 
person, and to have some understanding of his background and his
Sareer. I would love to be able to speak with Dr. Foster personally, 
especially since I've now talked to many of the people he grew up 
with in Pine Bluff. I hope you will consider arranging an interview, 
in the meantime. Matt suggested that I fax you these brief

SLUG:FOSQUES QUEUE:EEG-FVT
OR:EEG ;02/ OPtEEG ;02/23,09:&2

<n
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%

1 o: What is the role or me surgeon gene^x vwuay 
narrifid out effectively, aiven the United authority of the

has eight agencies, 51,000 employees, and a budget of about §20

From my work in rural and inner-city areas, to my work 
and the "I Have A Future** program I founded, I have

poZeible’envircnment for health education and promotion.

administrator.
called on
traits. 1
cenSSi^naelv^ed*  ̂ Senior,- and to provide the

Lest possible environment for health education and promotion.

As to whether the nation needs a separata Surgeon General,

tim^to^fulfill the additional responsibilities of Surgeon

General.

Questions and draft answers for AMA News

What is the role of the surgeon general today?How is it

pJsition?UV'couirthe“sG'‘ s^role be"performed effectively by the 
assistant secretary of health, as soma have proposes.

A: The Surgeon General has a dual role.

The first, and the one for which the Surgeon General is best 
known, is that of an educator. The Surgeon General is the 
nation’s senior spokesperson on health issues. He or she must 
mount the ’’bully pulpit” to educate and empower Americans to 
embrace healthful behaviors.

The Surgeon General's other role is as head of the U.S. 
CommiflBioned Corps. The Corps, whose st.ruct.ure rasemblss that 
of the armed services, is comprised of 6,500 health officers who 
are assigned throughout the federal, etate and local health care 

system.
To be an effective surgeon general today, one must be a good 

doctor, a good teacher, a good communicator, and a good 
. During my 3S years as a physician, I have been 

in each of these capacities and forced to develop these
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Can you point to examples of how a strong Surgeon2, Qs Can you point to exanpxcs or now 
General has advanced public health goals?

A: Dr. Luther Terry's groundbreaking report on cigarette
smoking in the early 1960s had a clear and long-lasting effect on 
both public attitudes and cigarette consumption. He is
responsible for the "Surgeon General's Warning" on every package

Dr. Koop was years ahead of his time when he began urging 
sexually active Americans to use latex condoms, consistently and 
correctly. AIDS is a serious public health issue and we should 
be grateful that Dr. Koop had the courage tn tackle it.be grateful that Dr.

of cigarettes sold today.

And thank goodness we had Dr. C. Everett Koop to sound 
the alarm on HIV and AIDS.
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which specific issues do you hope to make ali£f’:.„2:w^s^^^/2oTouQho^o^Hrevn«“eaohisau«?

A: As you know, toe president nas asaw 
prevention of teen pregnancy a top priority.

As you know, the President has asked me to make the 
ti" 7“J—4x".’. As an OB/GYN, I

also hope to continue to strefiR maternal and child health.

The other areas in which I hope to make a difference come 
under the heading of health promotion and disease prevention-

When you've been involved in the miracle of birth as many 
times as I have, you can't stand on the sidelines and watch 
people throw their lives away with illegal drugs, risky sexual 
behavior and violence.

So some of my other areas of concern will be drug abuse, 
HIV/AIDS and violence prevention, ac well as smoking cessation 
and prevention, especially among our children. And my goals 
would spring from these priorities» fewer teen pregnancies, 
fewer abortions, lass drug abuse, and fewer low-nirthwe.i gbt 

babies.



PDMI8TO

Should the federal government support a national needle4. Q: Should the federal government support a nation 
exchange program to curb the spread of HIV infection?

A:

ultimately give us conclusiv 
approach is truly effective.

As you know, several dozer local communities are
experimenting with needle exchanges. This, we hope, will 

conclusive dRt.a to determine whether this

(13-08-9.5 12:30PM FROM OASPA NEWS DIV

But for now, the federal legislation on this matter is 
clear. Until there is conclusive data that such programs both 
reduce the spread of HIV and reduce the use of illicit drugs, 
federal funds cannot — and will not — bo expended. I have not 
seen such evidence. t
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5. Q: Hew would you rave medicine-s per. "i ,nnn,
helping achieve public health goals such aa ^P1® *000’

General in helping to bring about

We're getting better, but we're far from

also don't think the medical profession has made a maximum

medical profession — to pay more attention to prevention.

5, Q: How would you rate medicine's performance to date in

improvement?

I don't think we as a profession have, put though 
emphasis on prevention. I _ _

need to ;—  
taking xrcGponcifeili'fcy hc-<^.4.tn-

A:
c .
where we need to be.

Healthy People 2000 provides us Lofty goals for which we 
must aim. To help get there, the Surgeon General must be out 
there exhorting not only the general public — but also the
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Surgeon General and organized medicine, and between the Surgeon

A: I'd work to establish me nest possxoxe jeia 
based on two-way comunicatlons and mutual respect.

Leaderchip is a two way street.

I want to make sure 
doctors and the public.

Leaderchip is a two way street. Those who aspire to be 
leaders must often take their cues from those on the front *ines, 
in medicine and clcewhere.

that what I recommend makes sense to 
Th6 Surgeon General’s pronouncements 

muet“havZ4practical’applications for the lives of everyday 

people.

6, Q: What relationship would you work tc establish between the 
Burgeon General and organized medicine, and between the Surgeon 
General and practicing physicians?

A: I'd work to establish the best possible relationships,
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7, A: How does politics hexp or ninaer one no«uwviu« 
confirmation process in its goal to produce a qualified,

How does politics help or hinder the nomination and 

effective surgeon general?

Q: It's a double-edged sword. To the extent that the
political process sheds light on a candidate’s character and 
qualifications for office, I think it’s helpful.

But I must say that the 'take-no-prisoners' style of 
politics wc'vc witnessed in recent weeks ie neither helpful nor, 
in my opinion, in the nation's best interests.

We need to learn to lower our voices and listen to one 
another, not to shout each other down with irresponsible, 
reckless and false charges.



fiWMF 12:39PK FROM OASPA NEWS DIY TO p(W(m
%

This country has

I feel ansegregated South.

And I also happen to believe in public service, 
been very good to me since I grew up as a poor boy in the 
segregated South. I’ve made something of my life. I 
obligation to give something bauK to this great country.

8. Qs What is your personal reaction to the intrusion of 
politics into your own nomination? Were you prepared for its 
intensity? Would you have accepted the nomination had you known 
what lay in store?

A: It has been fascinating and, at times, frustrating. I
don’t recognize the Henry Foster I read about in snme of these 
articles and columns. People who've never met me or talked to me 
uro making all kinds of sweeping judgement based on the most 
superficial and, at times, distorted accounts.

I don't think anybody can be prepared for the scrutiny and the 
process until it happens to them.

I can take it, but I feel badly that my wife, who is a very 
private person, is being subjected to all of this.

That's not to say I wouldn't have gone forward had I known what 
was in store. For everyone who's taken an unfair ehot, there’s 
been someone else who's been extraordinarily supportive.
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Q:

it.

’•Thousand Points of Light.”
fact.] L_ _ - --------- ---------

But I think a large part of it is that my profesRional 
qualifications are hard to attack.

I've been an educator, an academic administrator, and a 
physician. I was one of the youngest doctors ever named to the 
National Institute of Madioine. My ''I Have a Future" Program was 
ocicotefl toy President George Bush as one of this nation's 
"Thousand Points of Light.” [Point Number 404, as a matter of 
fact.] So I think all this talk about credibility is just a 
diversionary tactic.

The great majority of those who oppose me have really made 
me a symbol of a far larger dispute — the controversy over 
legalized abortion.

It really isn't about me so much as the fact that they want 
to send President Clinton a massage that they will continue to 
fight hammer and tong against his pro-choice position -- which 
I, as his nominee, represent.

9. Q: Why do you think political, opponents continue to attack 
your "credibility," rather than your professional qualifications?

A: T admit that I contributed to some of the confusion
about numbers because I relied on my memory rather than checking 
hospital records. I’ve learned an important lesson about 
Washington, D.C: if you don’t know something, say you don’t know
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10. Q: In retrospect, could you and/or the White House have 
handled matters differently so that the issues of credibility and 
character could not have been raised to this extent?

A; Oh, absolutely. Hindsight is 20/20. But I also think 
that even if we'd have handled everything perfectly, the anti­
choice radical right would still have jumped on this nomination 
as a tremendous rallying point for them.
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Q:
Can you cite examples?

A:

11. Q: To what extent does politics affect a Surgeon General’s 
ability to carry out his or her duties? Can you cite examples?

I don’t know yet. Give me a year on the job, and I 
might be able to give a better answer.

I can only speculate that the surgeon General must be 
prepared to stand firn on positions he or she believes are 
important. And that he or she must stand firm even though there 
may be great pressure to cave in.

At the same time, the Surgeon General must also listen to 
those around him. A good leader has to do both.
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Can and should the Surgeon General’s office be protected12. Q: Can and should the surgeon General's orri 
from political pressures? How could that be done?

A: The Surgeon General should toe guided by the best
science, not politics.

I know the Clinton Administration shares this view, and I 
hope members of Congress do too.
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A: The standard I'd use is: IS this program or policy or
report or recommendation I’m considering in the best interests of

Qran»; so you've <got to take
and do what's best for kids.

the health of the American people?

For example, at Meharry, we took some political flak when we 
stressed abstinence in the «I Have A Future" program. Some 
people said we were being too conservative. My view is that a 
teen-pregnancy prevention program isn't about being conservative 
or liberal, Republican or DemaorHtic.

It is about saving childrens’ futures
politics out of the process l.._ „

13. Qs What standard would you use to balance the political 
ennsiderations inherent in the surgeon general's job against its 
scientific, moral and ethical obligations. Can you cite 
experiences at Meharry that influenced the development of these 
standards?
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A: I would hope not at all. Disease and illness know no
party affiliation, and as Surgeon General I will ally myself with

14. 0: How is Republican control of Congress and rcany state
legislatures likely to affect social policies and programs that 
have a direct or indirect impact on the nation's health? Do you 
see yourself as Surgeon General playing a role in the legislative 
process?

non-partisan efforts to promote better health for all Americans.

I would see myself testifying before congress, as have 
previous Surgeons General, where appropriate.

To the extent that I influence legislation, I think it would 
be through the process of educating congress and the American 
people about policies that promote public health and well-being.
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Q: Wfty did it take you so long to provide an accurate

of it war wiecommunication, and part of it wasAs Part of it wae miecoininunXCaTion, anu pax 
relying on my memory instead of hospital records.

about. These issues arc noxning mor 
toy anti-choice rightwing extremists.

including.

I am a baby doctor.But more important,

abortion.

consequences of tootcnea, DaaK-axxey awuxv—---— 
believe in preventing unwanted pregnancioc in the first place.

to choose, 
and rare.

SO I resent being called an abortionist.

..-..1 1-. It’S about a woman's right 
to believe abortion should be sate, legal

Rare, because I

I am an obstetrician/gynecclogist. 
women the full range 
on rare occasion,

But more important, I am a baby doctor. My hands have 
delivered over 10,000 babies — including some who, in the 
professional opinion of other doctors, were candidates for

This right is not about numbers^

bate and legal, because I’vo had to deal with the 
- of botched, back-alloy abortions. ’

15. Qi why did it take you so long provx^ 
estimate of the number of abortions you performed, and why the 
earlier discrepancies (first one abortion, then 12, then 39)i

- J . As an ob/gyn, I offered 
of reproductive health services, including, 

abortion.

But let’s be clear about what this numbers game is all 
These issues arc nothing more than a smokescreen ra^se
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I =an't pr«u7« to .xplaln how the federal qovernfert
as I can't presume to exp-inxi

iustified this terrible experiment.
. . a . . * J_____ X.

I first learned the 
became <

I can

justified this tl«i5i. exparleent. It was unethlca! and feeora! 

to withhold treatment from these, men.

‘ details of the experiment in 197 2, and I 
outraged that treatment had been withheld.

•t explain the discrepancy over the date now, but I can 
- * - learned the facts of the study any earlier.

sk;x."Ks: ......
climate in the era in which it began.
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a: As you know, the concept of informed consent has evolved
considerably over the years, and I think that we as a society
the better for it.

We're tidying to refine this answer

the factors that made the involuntary
* * * .     — - 1

Are there any Circumstances under which youto you in the 3 970s? — ------ --
would view such sterilizations as acceptable today.

^N°We're trying to refine this answer to make it at least 

somewhat responsive — any suggestions?)

physicians used tn routinely withhold
- • -• m some countries, they

us in this country today.

For example, come £  
cancer diagnoses from their patients, 
still do. That is not acceptable to

There are many things that doctors did 20 or 30 years ago 
that aren't considered acceptable today.



DATELINE NBC

February 13, 1995

Dr. Jr.

DATELINE NBC has been in regular contact with the White House 
press office to request an interview with you. However, I

Running this gauntlet with the dignity you

Sincerely,

Florence Squassi

30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10112 
212 664-4444

A Division of
Nafionai Broadcasting
Company, Inc.

believe that as a courtesy, we should also extend the invitation 
to you personally.

Booking Producer
DATELINE NBC

NBC 
NEWS

Dear Dr. Foster:

Henry W. Foster,
Association of Academic Health Centers
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Unless there is something in particular you would like to focus 
on, we find ourselves once again intrigued by how citizens who 
have volunteered for public service become victimized by the 
political process. Running this gauntlet with the dignity you 
have demonstrated is particularly admirable and inspiring.

With that in mind, DATELINE would like to do a "process" piece 
which would follow you up to the confirmation hearings in 
mid-March. Aside from the political obstacles, we would like to 
be able to give viewers a fuller view of you and your work, 
perhaps going to Tennessee with you and talking directly to the 
many people you have helped. The piece could be aired before, 
during, or after the confirmation hearings, as you and the White 
House see fit.

I thank you for your attention and look forward to your 
response. Best of luck in the weeks ahead.

cc: Ms. Vicki Rivas-Vazquez
Assistant Press Secretary 
The White House
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THE ATLANTA. CONSTITUTION
Souih's Stajidard Newspaper

(404) 526-5432

February 15, 1995

- ■ w

Thanks,

Cynthia A- Tucker

<o-

.A

P.O. BOX 4689
ATLANTA,GEORGIA30305^ Jg fi|| J 35

I have spoken to Veronica Biggins about my desire to conduct a ten-minute 
telephone interview with Dr. Henry Foster sometime today, and she 
suggested I talk to you. I am sending along a couple of our editorials on the 
Foster nomination for your review.

Please get back to me as soon as you can. My phone number is (404) 526-
5084.

Cynthia Tucter 
editorial Page Editor

Ms. Lieberman:
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aeturately raflece his views and opininn* on the issues SvltrOutidinj his
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American Medical Association
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knt'AtCUAA fcz&cd ___________

Following are the questions for Dr. Foster, per your offer of March 3. 
Wc intend to uoo his raspor.aoe In our is sue of Mareh !7, uhirh i« thr went 

you and other observers predict the hearings will begin. We cenuatlvaly 
ervrxaion one story focusing on the status of th« nomination at the time, and 
poeaibly another on tha surgeon general's office itself — its purpose, role, 
potential, etc. l£ -c go with two stories, one might run the following uaok. 
Either way, Dr. Foster's comments would be important components of each. 

In order for us to meet our production deadlines, »• *»k that Dr. Foster 
address the questions at his earliest possible convenience, would it be 
rwaeuuable, phen, co have hia vuaponse* foxed Lack to u» on Uainoadoy, Moweh 
8? u<fh «itr nr.hndule, that would give ae three days to craft a story arouna. 
them and co check back if I'm unclear about anything. If at ell possible, I d 
like the opportunity to pn«o any followyup questions to hire directly by phone, 
for the sake Of both accuracy and expediency. We do want the story to

... fiVb /■«IfeUe

Wk/fAhi>s , Hits

03/06/05 13:30 ^202 600 5673

  jnH-08-’00 SUN 22«39 ID'

nomination.
As you know, American Modical Haw* i* publi«h«d by the American Medical 

Association. We are ths nation's ccs'Jvldcly circulated publication uuvwrlug 
aoeioecoaomic iasues in medicine. Every wook, AMWaos goes to some 370,000 
physicians, health care policymakers and opinion leaders, journalists and 
others. That is the audience Dr. Footer io reaching through our coverage. For 
your convenienca, I've overnighted to you the issues containing Our first two 
stories on his nomination. You should receive she® Monday.

Total pages (Including cover sheet) ^3 3/2 ) 'ii, ¥- W75~ 

7^"
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QUESTIONS FOE UENRU W. FOSTER JR, HD, FOR AMERICAN MEDICAL NEWS.

i« i <credibility.

Can and shculd the surgeon general's office be prateered frnm political 
pr<l»ur«i? How could that b« done?

SAOUld the federel government support a national needle eaehanga p»ogr*m to 
curb the spread of HIV infection?

Haw is Republican control of Congress and many stats Legislaturco likely CO 
affect social policies and programs that have a direct or indirect impact on

To what extent doaa politics affect a surgenn general's ability to carry out 
his or her JuticsT Can you cite examplea?

What standards would you use to balance the political considerations inherent 
in ths surgeon general's job against its scientific, moral and ethical 
obligations? Can you cite expsriencaa at Meharry that influenced the 
development of these standards?

How would you rats medicine's pertormance to date in helping achieve public 
health goals such as Healthy People 2000? Whal are specific ways it can ba 
improved? What role do you envision for the surgeon general in helping to 
bring about that improvement?

In retrospect, could you aud/vr the White Bouse have handled matters 
differently so that the issues of credibility and character could not have 
been raised to this extent?

What la the role of the surgeon general today? Hnw is it carried out 
effectively, given the limited audtucily of the position? Could the surgeon 
general's role be perfonnsd effectively by the assistant secretary of health 
and human services, as some have proposed?

Why do you think political opponents continue to attack your 
rather than your professional qualifications?

Can you point to examples of how a strong surgeon general has advanced public 
health goals?

What relationship would you work to establish between the surgeon general aca 
organlaud medicine, and between the surgeon general and practicing physicians?

How does politics help or hinder the nomination and confirmation preeces in 
its goal to produce a qualified, effective a Surgeon general?

On which specitic issues do you hope to make a difference, and what goals do 
you hope to achieve tor each issue?

Wmc is,your personal reaction to the intrusion of polities into your own 
nomination? War* you piepaicd fur Ils intensity? Would you have accepted the 
nomination had you known what lay in store?

OU3

.IL. J-

J
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Burgeon general iu
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Whet were the factor# that oade the involuntary Bterlliiaclon of mentally 
handicapped women ethically acceptable to you in the 1970e? Are there any 
clrcwx.»tar.cc8 under which you would view such Bterill.aaCi.onB aa acceptable 
today?

the nation‘a health? Da you see youraelf playing a role a* 
the legiilative proceaa?

Exactly how and when did you learn about the Tuakegec ayphilia atudy, and why 
the diacrepancy over the date now? How was the Infurmauion preaented and in 
what detail? Were its implications as an unethical, racially biased project 
Immediately apparent to you? In your opinion, how could the federal government 
have justified auch a project, even given the social cliuuxtc in the era in 
which it began?

Why did it take ao long to provide an accurate ootiautte o£ 
abortlont you performed, and why the earlier discrepancies 
abortion} then 12; then 39)?

th© number of 
(first, one

HHS PUBLIC AFFAI

TEL MCh

13:31 S202 690 5673

JflH-0e-’0Q SUN 22140 IDi

1^004
; I ;



Editorial Page Editors from Oregon

Newspaper Editorial Page Editor Phone #

Don Robinson 503-485-1234

Robert Landauer 503-221-8327

Statesman Journal Don Scarborough 503-399-6611

Editorial Page Editors from Colorado

Newspaper Editorial Page Editor Phone#

Camera Glennys McPhillmy 303-442-1202

Dan Griswold 719-636-0266

Vincent Carroll 303-892-5477

Denver Post Chuck Green 303-820-1935

Editorial Page Editors from Delaware

Newspaper Editorial Page Editor Phone#

Wilmington News 302-324-2774

Editorial Page Editors from Tennessee

Newspaper Editorial Page Editor Phone#

Chattanooga News Lee Anderson 615-756-6900

Michael Loftin 615-752-3340

Hoyt Canady 615-521-1861

David Vincent 901-529-2788V07 fDlUb"

The Tennessean Sandra Roberts 615-259-8025

Register Guard

tMfotMwirhe Oregonian

“p^ah- listen t® -rwon

AV/4

ncHhmzY' Boulder Daily

(kfublfcoa Springs Gazette

Rocky Mtn. News

^c£hattanoo9a Times feJnrve

Knoxville News Sentinel

Memphis Comm. Appeal
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Editorial Page Editors from Virginia

Newspaper Editorial Page Editor Phone#

Daily Press 804-247-4627

Virginian Pilot 804-446-2305

Richmond Times Dispatch Ross Mackenzie 804-649-6404

Alan Sorensen 703-981-3326

Editorial Page Editors from Philadelphia

Newspaper Editorial Page Editor Phone#

Richard Aregood 215-854-5912

David Boldtp/V) -ed 215-854-4530

f

t^kmzJon^^Phii^adelphia Daily

Philadelphia Inquirer

Roanoke Times

Will Molineux



June 23, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN PODESTA

FROM: Vicki Rivas-Vazquez

Nina Burley 861-4024

Nina's interview was originally scheduled for today. 
But, she can push the deadline to Tuesday night, 
if Dr. Foster wants to do it Monday or Tuesday.

The article consists of a set of 10 questions with answers in the 
"nominees' own words". It is straight forward Q and A's, the 
nominees' answers will not be edited. The same questions will be 
asked of each nominee i.e. When do you get the first call from 
the White House regarding your nomination? How did you feel? 
What was the process like? Where do you go from here?

TIME magazine's Nina Burley would like a 15 minute telephone 
interview with Dr. Foster for her article on "nominees who didn't 
make it" to appear in the first edition of John Kennedy, Jr.’s 
new magazine "George".

Others interviewees responding to the same set of questions 
include Judge Bork, Lani Guanier and Bobby Ray Inman. The 
magazine premieres this September.

RE : "George" Magazine interview request
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June 22, 1995

FROM: Vicki Rivas-Vazquez

6:30pm

6: 4 5am

Good Morning America(ABC)7:09am

^C-iAvV-’MCT Z_

MEMORANDUM FOR MIKE MCCURRY, MARK GEARAN, JOHN PODESTA, LORRIE 
MCHUGH, MARY ELLEN GLYNN

FRIDAY,
6:30am

roundtable C R61 iG'TOlC’}Tennessee print
Tennessee local affiliates

Live interview with Chris Wallace or Joan Lunden 
3-4 minutes, NW Lawn

TODAY Show(NBC)
Pretape interview with Bryant Gumbel or
Katie Couric
3-4 minutes, NW Lawn

THURSDAY, JUNE 22ND
5:30/5:45pm New York Times interview

4^

ID"

--IWO

9:00pm

JUNE 23RD
CBS This Morning

/ Pretape interview with Paula Zahn
** 3-4 minutes, NW Lawn

WnO >oo

MONDAY, JUNE 24TH
8pm Dateline(NBC)

one-on-one taped interview with Jane Pauley
Airdate: Tuesday, June 25th

CBS Evening News with Dan Rather
3-4 minute live interview
Room 459 OEOB

Larry King Live (CNN)
10 minute interview via satellite
CNN Studios, 820 1st Street, N.E.

RE : Dr. Foster's Interview Schedule



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM TO DR. HENRY FOSTER

ER:

* :

DT: JUNE 22, 1995

RE: NASHVILLE AFFILIATES

LAURA SCHWARTZ
OFFICE OF MEDIA AFFAIRS

CBS
NBC 
ABC

9:30am
9:40am
9:50am

You will be doing a series of one on one interviews with the three Nashville affiliates. 
Each interview will be approximately 6 minutes and filmed on the North Lawn of the 
White House. The stations are listed below. WTVF, the CBS affiliate, will be 
interrupting their broadcast of CBS This Morning to broadcast your interview LIVE.

WTVF
WSMV 
WKRN

LIVE
TAPED
TAPED



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

MEMORANDUM TO DR. HENRY FOSTER

ER:
- i

JUNE 22, 1995DT:

NASHVILLE ROUNDTABLERE:

Thank you for spending time with the Washington, DC reporters that cover for
Tennessee papers. The following reporters will be present at the roundtable.

Memphis Commercial AppealWoody Brosnan

The TennesseanPenny Bender

Knoxville NewsRichard Poultson

Nashville BannerScott Greenberg

Columbia HeraldLiz Wyatt

Dyersburg State GazetteSean Loughlin

LAURA SCHWARTZ
OFFICE OF MEDIA AFFAIRS


