


I

’ *

ONE HUNDRED THIRD CONGRESS

FIRST SESSION

JUI.Y 23, 1993

t

-.

fl-354 CC

I

w:
M. JOYCELYN ELDBXS, OF z’iRKANSAS, TO BE MEDICAL DIRECTOR IN 

THE REGUIAR CORPS OF THE PUPIIC HEALTH SERVICE,. AND TO EE 
SUBGEON GENERAL OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Printed for the ose of the Comreittec on I^ahcv and Human .I?*wxi>cas

• .■'iWiiw- 1'

a?

rig

1 <

’•41

X/

U-3., COVERNMDfT PRWHNG OFHCK 

WASHINGTON : IMS

■
4

. .'i

NOMKAHON

.

COMMITTEE ON 
LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES 

UNITED STATES SENATE

•.

zx

■

’•y?

£
* ?
A/

1

HEARING
OF THE

For sate by the U A. Goventmeffl Printing Office
Superintendent of Docu-mts. Congressional Sales Office. Washington. DC 20402

ISBN 0-16-044670-8

v... ~ .
■K’&iAA -

■4

I 

r‘



4-

V

COUMTITEE ON LABOR and
resources

CLAIBOBNE PELL, KENNEDY, CUtnwan

ft

...s

I

> I

j°j«j*s®. Sr

HARRIS WTFFORD. PenZ^taX

(E)

SSm Kia"s

«JUDD GREGG New •

^?=’,E5g^“c^"
Dave durenbercer,

AS

I'



~ -e?

7-

CONTENTS

Eldera, Dr- M.

21

25

45
lusuki, Hon. Barbara 

yreparad otatcnsent —. 
Weilatone, Hon. Paul D,

59

61

58

Artidea, pablic^ann, letters, etc.

gid

■ i

• st?

tt

<8

Um, Dr. M. Jcycdyn, Twaninaird to be Medical Director in the Begolar 
Corpa in the Pahlk Health Service and Surgeon General in the Public 

Service ________________
Prepared statement 

Hatfield. Hon. Mark O., a US. Senator from the State of Oregon —
Boren, Hon. David L, a US. Senator farm the State of Oklahoma

pared statement — 
Wofford, Hen. Herns, 

pared statement —

85
97

6 
10
13
15
19
19

143
173
185
193
194
195

STATEMENTS

Fjuday, July 23, 1993

Moseley-Brann, Hon. Carol, a US. Senator from the State of HEnois-----------
Prepaid statemeat-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lambert, Hon. Blanche a Representative in Congress, from the State 
of ArkaaMB ,..... , , ............... ..............

Kennedy, Hon. Edward a US. Senator from the State of Massachusetts, 
prepcrod sttutcxBBfii____ - _________ ___ __________ ____

Dodd, Hon. Chrirtopher a US. Senator from the State of Connecticut, 
*d ■tstemcitt -II.■■ - ir-T-r T-T -Tri.n.n- r i ■ ■ n ■ irr -1 ini m, T ___  ____ ______

Hon. Barbara A^ a US. Senator from the State of Maryiaod, 

? a US. Senator from the State of Minnesota, pre- 

a US. Senator from the State of Pennsylvania, pre-

|

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

Biographical sketch of Dr. Elders-------—-------------------
T --- » ■■ ________

Responses of Dr. Elders to questions asked by: ^Mter Coats ----------------------------------------------

Senator Grm-------------------------------------------- ----

Senator Jeffords-----------------------------------------------
Senator Kennedy---------------------------------------------
Senator Wellstone----------------------- ---------------------  

i



'i-j

NOMINATION .?

ii

iberger.

I

7

who are not fiKmOiar with them, thei 
single member of the Senate to d&ject
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past week. Dr. Elders has been attacked, I think viciously, and 
has been prepared to come here and respond to all questions— 
in a closed session as some have requested, but in an open ses-

I have been notified by the Majority Leader just a few momeiits 
so that there is an objection to this committee meeting beyond the
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linn, Dodd, Simon, Mi- 

Kassebaum, Jeffords, Coats,
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not have the qmortuiuty 
to many of the allegation:

These duuges have been made bv me 
Party—not by my distinguished ranking 
baum, who has been nothing but coopen

era! Matters were then raised 
additional intormation, and we 
priate, and Dr. Elders f* 
was information from the 
information tha.x we should have.

members of the committee for 
; that was entirely appro- 
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nedy (chairman of the committee)
Present: Senators Kennedy, ” ’ 

kulski, Bingaman. Wellstone, W<
Gr^g, and Durenberger.

Opening Statement of-Senator Kennedy

The Chairman. The committee will come to order. 
Welcome, Dr. Elders. We are delighted to have you here this

I want to explain both to the nominee and to the members of the 
committee what the current situation is. We had scheduled this 
hearing a week ago so that we might have the opportunity to con- 
siderthe nmnination of Dr. Elders for the position of Surgeon Gen- 

‘ by members of the committee for 
, thought that was entirely appro- 
thought it was appropriate—certainly there 
the Comptroller of the Currency, technical 

“We"W ^Se^  ̂that hearing for todmr. During the period of 
the past week. Dr. Elders has been attacked, I think viciously, and 
she has been prepared to come here and respond to all questions— 
not in a closed session as some have requested, but in an open ses­
sion.

I have been notified by the Majority Leader just a few momeiits 
ago that there is an objection to this committee meeting beyond the 
hour of 10. That has been filed. Under the Senate rules, for those 

there is the opportunity for any 
— _________ to a committee meering once
the Ron*** has been in session for 2 hours, and we will have been 
in session for 2 hours by 10 this morning.

That objectian has besn filed, so tmtil the Senate recesses we will 
. ---------- .—•A_r g^j. jo jo pennit Dr. Elders to respond

„ _____ is, charges, distortions, misrepresentations
and character assassinations that have been directed at her.

members of the Republican 
ru nuukuig member, Senator Kasse- 
but cooperative and helpful to us in 

(1)
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Washington, DC.
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 9:35 a.m., in room 
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positive in every possible

net until 2 in the morning, 
as distinguished as Dr. Elders, who 
lent of the United States by nomi­

nee.
So I would suggest to all of my colleagues on this committee that 

they cancel whatever plans they might have had through the after­
noon, through the evening and through tomorrow, because that, is

So I will yield to my friend and colleague Senator Kassebaum for 
whatever comments she would like to make, and then prior to the

Senator Kassebaum. Mr. Chairman, if I may suggest, I would 
like to forego my opening comments so that we could hear from our

no reason personally to delay this hearing. Just for personal 
sons, I would just as soon go forward this morning, but Isons, I would just as soon go forward this morning, but I will 
change my plans and be here because I think Dr. Elders deserves 
her day in court—this isn’t really court—but deserves her day in 
the confirmation hearing.

raises questions about any nominee whether it is Republicans or

the way that we are going to proceed on this committee. I am not 
going to be part of aif effort to put thi J
another week, to permit scurrilous accusations to be made against

we will come back tomorrow if necessary mJ stay as long 
essary on Saturday. Over the time I haw Kum tt q

2

gaining information and who has been 
way. But the objection has been filed.

For the purposes of the members ol

■■

But I think also it is fair to say that anyone who is nominated 
to a post as important as this, there ought to be a full and fair and 
objective, thorough discussion of issues that have been raised most-

When you have an individual as distinguished as Dr. Elders, who 
has be<m honored by the President of the United States by domi­
nating her to a position of enormous importance to the American 
people, when public health issues cry out for attention and leader­
ship, to have a parliamentary procedure used to deny the full op­
portunity for this committee to hold its examination of the wide 
range of public policy issues involved and of the charges which 
have been levelled against Dr. Elders—and when Dr. Elders is de­
nied the opportunity to present her ease ta the nnhhe—T think- it

colleagues who are here to make introductory statements. 
The Chairman. That’s an excellent suggestion.
Senator Coats. Mr. Chairman
The Chairman. Senator Coats.
Senator Coats. Mr. Chairman, just to respond very, very briefly, 

I too think it is important that this hearing go forward, and I see 
srsonally to delay this hearing. Just for personal rea-

does exist, and quite frankly, we are going to deal with it in the 
only way that we know how, and that is with fairness to the nomi-

•rtunity for this committee to hold 
nge of public policy issues involve

p si

atuiiiiuus accusauons io DC m 
this nominee without an opportunity for her to respond.

wimusver comments sne wouiu nxe to make, and then pno  
time that we have the vote, which I understand will be in 10 or 
15-minutes, we would usually recognize our colleagues who are 
here to present the nominee------

effort to put this over for another day or for
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that I suggested that perhaps because she obviously has a right 
not to disclose that—I think it would be helpful if she would, but

>portunity to make a presentation.
Senator Coats. Well, I regret that, Mr. Chairman-

Dr. Elders. That is not true at all.

i^en|agementj some other previouawi|agernent.
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has made vicious, 
that is not true.

But I also object to the chairman saying that except for Senator 
Kassdbaum,-Republicans have some conspiracy going here to trash 
—— — . . I ■ “ . ! F

The Chairman. I didn’t say-----
Senator Coats. You said the Republican Party

Dr. Elders, and

she has a right not to------
The CHAIRMAN. Well, does the Senator have a question?
Senator Coats. Yes, this is all leading up to a question.
The Chairman. I want the record to show that the ranking mi­

nority member Senator Kassebaum urged that Dr. Elders be given 
an opportunity to make a presentation, and that there are Senators 
who are in the situation where on television they are raising ques­
tions, and under the Senate rules. Dr. Elders won’t even have an 
opportunity to make a presentation.

Senator Coats. Well, I regret that, Mr. Chairman-----
The Chairman. I regret it, too.
Senator Coats. —and I am not the one who raised that objection. 

But I also object to the chairman saying that except for Senator

3

Democrats, or liberals or conservatives, or left or right We would 
not be doing our duty if we did not thoroughly deal with questions . 
that have a legitimate relationship to the position that any nomi­
nee is seeking. I think Dr. Elders would ask no less than the oppor­
tunity to address the questions that have been raised.

Are all those questions fair? I don’t know. Dr. Elders will have 
an opportunity to State her position on that But thev are legiti­
mate questions that the public has, and I think we have am obliga­
tion to explore those, and I intend to ask Dr. Elders a number of 
those questions.

I don’t know why it is necessary to delay the hearing. I do know 
there has been concern which I have raised relative to some of the 
financial records, because that goes to a question that has been de­
bated in the media. We were not able to secure al! the necessary 
financial documents from Dr. Elders relative to our examination of

scurrilous accusations against
There is no partisan conspiracy to do that

The Chairman. I said that the Republican Party member 
objected-----

Senator Coats. You didn’t say that
The Chairman. Well, Hl say it right now.
Senator Coats. 1 appreciate it
The Chairman. It was very interesting. I am now violating my 

own rule, but Til take 1 minute. The member who objected called 
me last night in my office at quarter of nine. He said he had some 
additional questions. I said come on by—we had had a full day of 
debate on national service, but come on by. He was on his way to 
an engagement some other previous engagement

So I said, all right, send your staff by; Til stay here, and we’ll 
work through the evening. He said, I don’t know whether I can find 
my staff. I said. Til have my staff stay here; they know where they 
can reach me. I am available all evening.

At 11:30, a member of the staff called my staff and said we have 
some additional questions, and we want to put you on notice, and 
the Senator put me on notice that he was going to object And he
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try to give Dr. Elders a moment, and then when we re- 
; the end of the session, give you an opportunity. I think

i¥i^h|
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is a member of the Republican Party, and he is a member of the 

my knowledge, the
who has objetfed

ng,
Chairman Listen, Dan, I have been around here a long 

and you might believe that—but unless anyone else would

Republican Policy Committee.
Now, if you want anything more. Senator, I would be glad to get 

that we would give Dr. Elders in the few mo-into it. I would hope that we would give Dr. Elders in the few mo­
ments that remain an opportunity which she has been denied so 
far to be able to face this committee and face the U.S. Senate and 
make what comments she wishes to make.

So if there is no-----
Senator Coats. Mr. Chairman, I promise you I won’t take more 

than 15 seconds to reply.
It sounds to me like your complaint is with a member of the Re­

publican Party and not with the Republican members of this com­
mittee. To my knowledge, there isn’t a Republican member of this 
committee who has objected to this hearing going forward this

The Ch/JRMan. Listen, Dan, I have been around here a long 
time, and you might believe that—but unless anyone else would 
like to

Senator Coats. Well, Mr. Chairman, I absolutely believe that, 
and I think the record should not reflect otherwise.

Senator Mkulskl Mr. Chairman, could we hear from our distin­
guished African American scholar and, for once, begin to treat 
women in Senate hearings with respect and dignity? Could we pro­
ceed? [Applause.] , , . .

The Chairman. I would just point out for the record that m the 
time that I have been on this committee I have not seen denial of 
an opportunity to hear a nominee under Republican or Democrat 
Presidents alike until now.

I would recognize Senator Boren, Senator Hatfield, Senator 
Moseley-Braun and Representative Lambert for 1 minute each; is 
that okay?

Senator Boren. Could we come back and make our introductions 
later? Wouldn’t that be more appropriate?

The Chairman. I think it would be, if that’s agreeable with you. 
Td like to try to give Dr. Elders a moment, and then when we re­
convene at the end of the session, give you an opportunity. I think 
it would be very useful for the members to hear what our distin­
guished colleagues feel about it

We are operating with about 10 minutes to go------
Senator Hatfield. Mr. Chairman, may I comment?
The Chairman. Yes.
Senator Hatfield. Mr. Chairman, I will not be pressured on 

time, and I believe with the honor I have here this morning that 
I am not able to perform that in 1 minute. Therefore, I would be 
happy to return at some later timeduring the day.

I am a Republican, and I am proud to be here as a Repubbcan 
and as an Ampric-an to have the high honor of introducing Dr. El­
ders. I was honored when she called me to ask me to fill in on this 
situation because of Senator Pryor and Senator Bumpers having to 
attend the funeral of Mr. Foster in Arkansas. But I just do not 
think this important introduction can be handled in 1 minute, so 
I would like to ask to be excused and return at a time when I have 
the proper time.

[
I
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I am not standing in for either Senator Bumpers or Senator 
Pryor. I am here for me, and I am here because of my tremendous

and a great deal of pride that I have walked across the front of the 
Capitol to come over here in support of a dear friend of mine and

are two Republicans on

eeed, I was trying to expedite the procedure so there could be op­
portunity. But there now remain only 10 minutes, and I assume ev­
erybody is going to come back.

I would Eke to make two points. There 
this committee. Senator Durenberger and Senator Jeffords, who 
have announced support for Dr. Elders. I think it is very mislead-

S

I was one who, along with you. Senator Kenne 
financial records to be reviewed by the FBI that

I
I

I
i
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The Chairman. The Senator is absolutely correct, ar 1 we would 
be honored to hear your introduction later when we reconvene. 

Senator Boren.
Senator Boren. Mr. Chairman, I feel the same way. Again, I was 

------------ Senator Pryor and Senator Bumpers were not able to be

eloquent testimony from one from her home State that should be a a » • .• • a. . — — — »

inity to add my own comments of support to that statement
So I would be very willing. I think, this is a very important mat­

i

respect for Dr. Elders.
I too look forward to the opportunity to make an introduction, to 

contribute whatever I can contribute to this hearing, and I hope we 
can go forward quickly, smoothly, thoroughly, and that this fine 
woman be given the opportunity to be heard and voted out of this 
committee.

The Chairman. Thank you.
Representative Lambert, we are delighted to have you here.
Ms. Lambert. Mr. Chairman, it is with a great deal of pleasure 

very appreciative that Dr. Elders asked me to appear this morning, 
and since Senator Pryor and Senator Bumpers were not „ L_ 
here, I also bring a statement from Senator Pryor that I think is 
<' . . ■• - “ ' * J   ~ " *
heard by members of this committee, and I hope tc have an oppor- 
tunity to add my own comments of support to that statement

So I would be very willing. I think, this is a very important mat­
ter, and I would be very willing to return at any time of the day 
or night, with pride to be here, to help present Dr. Elders to this

someone who has produced tremendous results in my district in 
eastern Arkansas.

I will devote the day, the evening. I do come from the other body, 
and it is good to see that you all conduct in similar fashion and 
that similar obstacles happen on this side. But I am here, I am 
available, and I would like to spend a little more than 1 minute 
in support of this tremendous person who has done so very much 
for the State of Arkansas. So I am available all day, and into the 
evening.

The CHAIRMAN. Wonderful. Thank you very much.
Senator Kassebaum.
Senator Kassebaum. Mr. Chairman, if we are not going to pn>-

ing to categorize the Republicans as being in objection to Dr. El­
ders.
 I was one who, along with you. Senator Kennedy, asked for the 

-------- ---------- '----------------2_wed by the FBI that are held in con-

committee.
So I also would like to have the opportunity to return later and

Senator Moseley-Braun. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.



are notified by the chairman or me itepunucan roucy

? wouMl&etTtale just^f^minute^to tfank my dear

we appreciate it very mum.
Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator, for that opportunity. 
I thank them for the support they have given me forfor the support they have jjiven me for years, but

A*/;'
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more than it is. And while we might have wished we could have 

' The Chairman. I appreciate what the Senator says, but when we

•. Elders. All right My husband. Oliver Elders. [Applause.] 
brother. Reverend Chester Jones, his wife, and his mother-m- 
FAnnlause.] And the person who has probably really done the 
____Joycelyn Elders the past 5% years at work, Ms. Wilhe 

, my secretary, who keeps me on schedule. [Applause.!

6

fidence by the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. I think 
this is important, and I discussed st with Dr. Elders.

It is, as you have said, Mr. Chairman, obviously a rule of the 
SonatA that anyone can raise an objection on the floor of the Senate 
to holding a committee meeting 2 hours past the call of the Senate. 
And that has been honored m every committee. So I think we 
should not get into finger-pointing at this point e

I would like to say to my good friend Senator Mikulski that nei­
ther do I think it is a disservice to women. I think that we in our

nei;

wmmittees*7ealfy always have these opportunities, and we fre­
quently get into these controversies: I believe Dr. Koop’s nomina­
tion was field up for 9 months, so it really should not be taken for 

proceeded ahead, we will at a later time.
The Chairman. I appreciate what the Senator says, but when we 

— notified by the dmirman of the Republican Policy Committee

and evidently, the Republican leader is not prepared to be suffi­
ciently persuasive to nave that kind of an objection recalled, rll let 
the record stand for itself.

Dr. Elders, please proceed.
STATEMENT OF DR. M. JOYCELYN ELDERS, NOMINATED TO BE 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR IN TBE REGULAR CORPS IN THE PUB­
LIC HEALTH SERVICE AND SURGEON GENERAL IN THE PUB­
LIC HEALTH SERVICE
Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator Kennedy, Senator Kassebaum, 

and members of the Senate Labor and Human Resources Commit­
tee. It is a great honor to appear before you today as President 
Clinton’s nominee for the position of Surgeon General.

I want to thank you for taking time from your busy schedules to 
meet with me during the past few weeks. I appreciate and look for­
ward to a continuing relationship.

Before proceeding further, I realize you have a problem with 
fimA but I would like to take just a few minutes to thank my dear 
husband, Oliver Elders, my brother. Reverend Chester Jones my 
friends, and all of our coworkers, and all of those, many of whom

The Chairman. Would you like to introduce them. Dr. Elders? 
Dr. Elders. That’s fine. Senator. I realize we are out of time.
The Chairman. No; just introduce them. We’re all right. We al­

ways have time for members of the family.
Dr. Elders. All right My husband. Oliver Elders. [Applause.] 

My brother. Reverend Chester Jones, his wife, and his mother-m- 
law. [Applause.] And the person who has probably really done the 
most for Joycelyn Elders the past 5% years at work, Ms. Willie 
Mitchum, my secretary, who keeps me on schedule. [Applause.! 
And the chairman of our board of health. Dr. Miller. [Applause.]

The Chairman. All right Senate rules discourage applause, but
• A •« .... -----

1 thank tbem ror me support tney nave given me 1U1 MUU
particularly the last few months and especially the last few days.



me.

without any medical help. I have seen bright young people all 
this country in an ocean surrounded by the sharks of drugs.

iollege at age 15. After college, I enlisted in the 
medical school on the GI bill and, after complet-

*
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During my medical career, I was a National Institutes of JH 
career development awardee. I served on NIH study sections,

ant to many of the advisory committees for many of the programs 
provided by the Public Health Service.

I am an experienced researcher, having authored many publica­
tions on hormonal growth disorders'in children. I appreciate the

ig great challenges 
cans nave no health insurance. AIDS, violence, teen pregnancy, a 
dnig-resistant strain of tuberculosis, low immunization rates all in­

grams administered by the Public Health Service and other Fed 
eral agencies. I have been a provider of many of the services sup 
portea by public health programs, both i
health clinics and at the University of.

need for scientific facts to back up conclusions.
For the past SVs years, I have been an administrator at the State 

level as director of the Arkansas Department of Health. Last year, 
I was honored by my fellow health directors when they elected me 
president of the Association of State and Territorial Health Offi­
cers, after serving as secretary of the Association and a member of 
the executive committee.

, cian prior to my first year in college. One of my earliest experie 
concerning the lack of health care was my 4-year-old brother,  
had a ruptured appendix and was taken to the doctor more than 
10 miles away on the back of a mule. His abdomen was lanced, a

7

Many say that I am a lightning rod—that is the pin you see me 
wearing today—but please, know that my thunder is behind me.

I appear before you today at a time when our entire Nation is 
facing great challenges in health care. More than 37 million Ameri-

arug-resisianc scram or cunercmosis, low immunization rates all in­
dicate we have not done a very good job of protecting our Nation’s 
health.

We must focus on prevention to heal our Nation. Prevention re­
quires education. We cannot educate people who are not healthy, 
and we can’t keep them healthy if they aren’t educated. I have 
some personal and professional understand]
and I would like to share them with you.

First, I am the oldest of eight children. I had never seen

drain placed, and he was sent home. 
I have heard my mother scream during difficult child deliveries 

without any medical help. I have seen bright young people all over 
this countiy in an ocean surrounded by the sharks of drugs, alco­
hol, homicide, suicide, AIDS and teen pregnancy, while we argue 
over whose values we are going to teach.

Second, I know about taking advantage of opportunity. The Unit­
ed Methodist Church helped me reach the first rung of the ladder 
that enabled me to be here today by providing me a scholarship to 
Philander Smith College at age 15. After college, I enlisted in the 
service. I attended medical school on the GI bill and, after complet­
ing medical training became a board-certified pediatric 
endocrinologist. I know the importance of providing opportunities 
for our children today. 

My experience has led me to know first-hand many of the pro- 
--------administered by the Public Health Service and other Fed- 

nany of the services sup- 
 i as a physician in public

and at the University of Arkansas School of Medi­
cine. 

Fourth, I have been a teacher and a professor on the University 
of Arkansas faculty for more than 20 years.

During my medical career, I was a National Institutes of Health 
career development awardee. I served on NIH study sections, advi­
sory committees for both the NIH and the FDA, and as a consult-

quires education. We cannot educate

professional understandings of these challenges,

a physi- 
ences 
, who



organizations, judges, 
me meet the neras c

ing the help of churches, schools, 
nesses, and local communities to

ence, I have become a strong advocate for programs that will 
strengthen families, reduce risky behaviors, improve health, and

not to hear Dr. Elders

Far too many of our children are becoming members of what we 
now call the “5-H Club”—every night in America, millions of chil-

pie who are homeless, a third of those are children. Too many are 
hugless, with nobody to love them; many of them are hopeless, with

> go and no way to get there, 
like now to explain what I

As to the salary isime, until last week, I had been taking vaca­
tion days, which I earned, and for which I would have been paid
anyway.

.-i

;. I think that’s appropriate, Mr. Chairman, 
i. It would be a disservice i___ „ '-----~_

hearing and preparing for the office of Surgeon^General, I resigned

approved as required, and made at the going 
ive all been paid.

partnerships if we wanted to take care of the problems we had.
We needed to use all of the resources available in our com=" 

nity. Our United Methodist bishop ha2 —' "...
quently borrowed from. He said it’s like dancing with a bear. When 
you are dancing with a bear, you can’t get tired and sit down. You 
have to wait until the bear gets tired, and then you sit down.

anyway, to split my time between here and Arkansas. Once I real­
ized that-1 needed to be here full-time working on this confirmation 

General, I resigned

As to the hank, any loans I received were well below the maxi- 
mum limit; they were J..
rate of interest and have all

£33

enable children to become healthy, educated, motivated, and to 
have hope for the future.

The Chairman. Dr. Elders, it is 10 a.m. and there has been an 
objection filed under the Senate rules; it is my intention to con­
tinue long enough to allow you to complete your statement The 
only penalty, as I understand it, is that the chairman is liable for 
the cost of the transcript, which I will be willing to do.

Senator Mikulski. Well all pitch in. Til have a bake sale.
The Chairman. So well allow you to complete your opening 

statement and then recess.
Senator Coats.
The Chairman. It would be a----------

out
Dr. Elders. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

! loi^ enough to^ allow ^ou to complete ^our stai

ost of the transcript which I will be willing to do. 
Well all pitch in. Til have a bake sale.

I do not believe that we can dictate from above what local com­
munities need to do to solve all of our public health problems we 
are encountering today. We must empower each community to help 
design its own solutions.

As a result of my background, education, training and experi­

&

Finally, Senators, I am a coalition builder. While I was the direc­
tor of the Arkansas Department of Health, I used my time recruit­
ing the help of churches, schools, civic organizations, judges, busi­
nesses, and local communities to help me meet the needs of our 
youth. I realized that we in public health could not do the job 
alone. We needed to cooperate, communicate, collaborate, and form 
partnerships if we wanted to take care of the problems we had.

We needed to use all of the resources available in our commu­
nity. Our United Methodist bishop had a statement that I fre-

am about, but before I do 
that, I would like to address some of the issues about me that have 
been raised in the past few days.

On the Social Security, it has been paid. My husband had power 
of attorney for his mother, and he handled her affairs.
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U be happy to discuss these and other issues in greater detail 
dose of my statement

] multiple interventions. Senator.
t is like having a leaky bucket

between minorities; preventing and reducing the toll of injuries and 
disabilities in our society; preventing violence; improving women’s 
health, and providing care and services for our elderly so they can

being healthy and failing good 
health education teadies children
children deserve that chance.

We must educate our parents so that they will know how to in­
still in their children the courage, strength, and perseverance to 
meet the challenges of growing up. Because we do not want them 
to do anything wrong, many times parents are unable to give then- 
children sound, solid direction.

anything
en sound,

I believe we need to teach our young men to be responsible. Chil­
dren born today need all the help they can get to succeed in this

cation programs which include information about self-esteem, alco­
hol ana substance abuse, inchiding tobacco; nutrition education and

about yourself Comprehensive 
to take care of themselves. Our

world, including two nurturing parents. They deserve to know and 
receive support from both parents.

I am about comprehensive school-based or school-linked health 
services which provide primary preventive health care for children 
in or near the schools, where they spend most of their time. In Ar­
kansas, it has been our policy that the local community decides if 
they want a school-based cEnic. They decide what they want in 
them school-based clinics. And if you as a parent do not want your 
children to use all of the services, or some services, you can select 
the services that you want your children to use in that clinic.

I believe we must offer our bright young people hope for the fu­
ture by providing scholarships to those who stay out of trouble and 
do well in school It is far cheaper to pay to send them to college 
than it is to send them to prison.

• MB *   B , •  •  • , V _____ V • J  1 TV A — •

«*•, have an opportunity to attend Head Start We 
childhood educatian is cost-effe live and a preven- 

------------------------reduces the likelihood that such children will
end up as dropouts, pushouts, in pri

I am about early childhood education to help children get a good 
start in life. Only 18 percent of Medicaid children in Arkansas, the 
poorest of the poor,'
know that early chi
the measure that
end up as dropouts, pushouts, in prison, or as teen parents.

I am about—and have always been about—comprehensive health 
education programs from kindergarten through 12th grade. Com­
prehensive health education means age-appropriate nealth edn-

hoi and substance abuse, including tobacco; nutrition education and 
fitness; violence prevention; AIDS and human sexuality. It means

live in dignity and comfort during their final days.
■” ’ s a true advocate for the improve­

ment of health in America, a strong and dedicated leader for the 
Public Health Service Commissioned Corf's, and an effective rep­
resentative for the Public Health Service.

I will be happy to discuss these and other issues in greater detail 
at the dose of my statement

We all know that children need * ' *
Single strategies will not work. It is „  
with ten holes, and we plug five, so we still have a bucket that is 
leaking.

ships to those who stay out of trouble and 
r cheaper to pay to send them to college

Finally, I am about improving the quality of life for all Ameri­
cans. We have improved the quantity or length of life; now we must 
improve the quality of life by: preventing chronic and infectious dis­
eases; reducing infant mortality; eliminating the serious disparities

disabilities in our society; preventing violence; improving worn 
health, and providing care and services for our elderly so they

As Surgeon General, I will be 
ment of health in America, a st



not start thinking preven-

It says that a society grows great when old men plant trees under 
whose shade they know they’ll never sit I look forward to worldng

l and 
of our

i
I

diScnk child 
* all over thia

I commit to you that under my leadership, the Corps will continue 
to be a vital force in protecting the health of America.

Mr. Chairman and mamharg of this committee, I want to change 
_Le wty we think about health by putting prevention first. I want 
‘ challenge the behaviors and attitudes of Americans by promoting

aka every child born in Amerirj a planned and wanted child.

1 Amarito develop an action plan to improve the health of 
try. To me, it is not enough just to reform the health care sys- 
We will never have a large enoudi budget to address all the 

th care needs of our ritizang if we do not start thinking preven-

I am a hard worker. I am willing to give my time and my talent. 
We have a great task before us, and I hope you will see fit to make

I^apnear befcze you today at a time whea our entire Nation ia fadng great chal- 
nges in public health AIDS.

SSSSSSSaSS
fiuther. I would like to take thia opmrtnmty to thank my dear 

hnaband. Oliver Efdera, and all of my family and firienou many cf whom are here

they hawbeen my thunder. . M . . , . ___ . . .
I appear before you today at a time when our entire Nation ia fadng great chal- 

ienges in public health. AIDS, violence, teenaw pregnancy, a drag remMant strain 
of tubeztuhuia. low immumxatian rates aU mdicate we have not done a very good 
«b at selling healthy Ufestyiea in this country. I beheve the only wqy to heal our 
Nation is through preventioxL Preventim-requires ednrstinn If confirmed, I would 

healthy.' 
I have aome t------—

would like to share with you.
I am the oldest of eight children. I had m 

year st coDege. One of my earliest memories 
my 4 year cM brother, who had a ru]

make my utxnoat goal the education of cur people, all our people, oo bow to stay 

personal and penfessional understaoding of these challenges that I

n a phy ndan prior to my first 
erwverfting lack wAt—Itk CaFE VMa

kry 4 year old brother, who had a ruptured appendix and was takes to the doctor 
more than 10 miles away on the h.v± of a mule. Hit abdomen waa lanced, a dram 
placed, and he was eent home. I haw heard my mother scream during < 
^liveries, without any medical help. I have seen bright young people

me a part <x your team.
I would like to close with an old Greek saying that I use a lot.

with you to help jlant trees for the future generation cf America. 
Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Dr. Elders follows:]

Pbspaked Statement of Dl M. Jotcelyx Elders

Good Mr. Chairman, Senator K—ihanm and members of the Senate
Labor and Rn-nan Resources Committee, it is a great honor to aptcar befine yon 
tnAav aa President Clinton's nominee for the position of Surgeon GeneraL I vrmit

past few weeks. I apptecu
of you I have not yet met.

husband.'Oliver Eiciera, and aD cf my family 
today, who have supported me throughout ay
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If confirmed. Senator Pell, I want you to know that I am excited 
about commanding the Pubhc Health Service Commissioned Corps. 
«7hat doctor wouldn’t be excited about working with over 6,500 
highly trained and experienced health professionals? The Commis­
sioned Corps plays such a key role in addressing the public health 
threats of today, whether they be pobo, AIDS, floods, or hurricanes. 
I commit to you that under my leadership, the Corps will continue 
to be a vital force in protecting the health of America.

Mr Chairman and members of this committee, I want to change 
the wty we think about health by putting prevention first. I want 
to challenge the behaviors and attitudes of Americans by promoting 
programs and policies which will enable each of us to be respon­
sible for our own health. I want to be the voice and the vision of

make
i i ■ i ■ ii ■■ y " 1 —“ —— ----------------- -

aU Amprira to develop an action plan to improve the h< 
MR—    —A. •— _. —A - — — X haaA A a A

health care needs of our citizens if we----------
tion and taking personal responsibility for our health.

re will never have a



11

AAansa^tbe the P^1-’ opportunity

teach oar young men to be respaasiHe. Children being born

eats. Young men must learn thiai beingj latlremmrethanjaat donating a sperm.

I would like to explain what I am about. But be ,  . 
dress some issues about me that have been raissd.

I am about early childhood education to help children get a good start in liie. Only 
18% of Medicaid children in Arkansas, the poorest of the poor, have the opportunity 
to attend Headstart. We know that early childhood education is cost effective and 
a preventive measure that reduces the likeuhocd that axh children will end up as 
drop-outs, puah-octs in prison, or as teen parents.

I am about—and always have been about—comprebeosive health edncation from 
arten through the twelfth grade. Comprehensive health education means

clinic in their school and what services to be provided L: the chnic. Only - 
24 clinics in Arkansas offer contraceptives on site. Even h th« rirnics, the

age-appro^^^^c^^ edncato  ̂proems, inchide infannation on^adf es-

exeraae. violence prevention, AIDS and human sexuafiy. It means being healthy 
and feeling good about yourself. Comprehensive health education teaches children

4 out of 
> parents

country surrounded by social problems impacting health such as drugs, alcohol, vio­
lence, nominde, euade, AIDS and teenage pregnancy. My expeiiLugHt^>

. The United Methodist 
rung of the ladder that enabled me to be here
Hiilander Smith Cc&ge at age 15. After college, 

r ®r service years, 
- and after cnopieting my medical training 

became a board certified pediatric endocrinologist. I know the importance of provicf- 
ing opportunities for our children today.

ihud, as a physician in public health clinics and at the University of Arkansas 
School of Medicine, I have been the provider of many rf the services supported by 
public Hau 1th program*

Fourth, I am a teacher. For over 20 yean, I have been on the faculty in the De­
partment of Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas School of Medicine.

During my medical career, I was a National Institutes of Health career develop­
ment awardee. I served on NIH study sections, advisory committees for both the 
NIH and the FDA, and, as a consultant to or aa a mesoer of advisory committees 
for many of the programs sponsored by the Public Heefth Service. I am an experi­
enced researcher having authored many articles on boononal growth disorders in

churches,^Khoola, civic o^gim^on^jud^^buMesnre^ndJocid amyrnureties I 

available in our oommnaities tobelp save the most viable resoaree we w3 ever 
have, our human capital. I do not believe that we can delate from above whrt local 

encouzteriag

As' a result of nre background, education, training, and experience, I have become 
a strong advocate for programs that will strengthen fanafies, reduce risky behaviors, 
improve health and enable children to become healthy, educated, motivated and tc

to take care of themselves. Our children deserve that chance.
I advocate cur parents so that all will knowhow to instill in their chil­

dren the courage, strength^and perseverance to megUhe^challen^M of growing ug. 

anything wrong, too often some parents simply do nothmg when it comes to provid- 
ing souxid, soHa direction *nd guidance for tyir tdiildm.

believe we most teach our young men to be respcamble. Children being born 
today need all the help theycan get to succeed in this werid—inrtadrng two nurtur­
ing parents when posmble. They deserve to know and receive support from both par-

lam aboutcomprehensive adxxd-baaed or school-linked health services which pro­
vide primary prerentive care for children at or near where they spend most of their 
day, m acbooL In Arkansas, it was my policy (which was later codified) that the 
local community and the local elected school board would decide tf they wanted a

lence, homicide, suicide, AIDS and teenage pregnancy. My experience 
to know first band many of the programs admimstereu by the He 
and other Federal agencies. '  

Second, I know about taking advantage of opportunkira.
Church helped me reach the first rang of the ladder that
today by providing a scholarship to Htilander Smith Cofiroe at age
I enlisted in the Anny and became a physical therapist. Following
I attended medical school on the GI bill and after completing my

ing_opportunities for our children today.
Third, as a physician in public health

School of Medicine, I have been the prm 
public Hau 1th program*

partinent of Pediatrics at the University of Arkansas Sdtool of Mesbdne?
During my medical career, I was a National Institutes of Health

Nih study sections, advissry committees for both the 
a consultant to w as a mewber^of advisory comoitteeB

enced researcher having authored many articles on hmmonal growth disorders in 
children. I appreciate the need to have good scientific forts to back up condnsions. 

For the past 5% years, I have been an administrator at the State level as DirectorFor the past SHyean, I have been an administrator at the State level as Director 
of the Arkansas Department of Health. Last year, I was honored by my fellow 
health directors when they elected me President of the Amodation of State and Ter­
ritorial Health Officers (A8TH0).

Finally, I am a coalition builder. Since becoming the I&ector of the Arkansas De­
partment of Health, I have spent a great deal of my time, recruiting the help of 

v ——x _ — —X —1— - * —* _   *— * - — - - - k k— _ * .     J 1 1 — - _ y
job alone
help sav

_ st believe  
commnnitiea need to do to solve the public health troMems we are encountering 
today. We must empower each community to desips thear own solutions.

r pro^ams that will strengthen’faiHSes,*reduce risky behaviors, 
, enaUr children to become healthy, educated, motivated and tc 

have hope for the future. Far too many of our childrea have become members of 
what I call the 5-H Chib—hungry, healthleas, homeless, hngless, sad hopeless.

I would tike to explain what I am about. But before I do that, I would like to ad-



problems that minority groups ex-

subject
en the 1

/»

^.-- -

-preventing and reducing the toll of injuries and disabilities in our society, 
-------- “—’ violence;

womens’health; and

i
reform the health care system. We will never have a large encawh budget to address 
all the health care needs of our citizens if we do not start thinking prevention and 
taking personal res ponsibility for our beahh.

I am a hard wcreer. I am willing to give my time and my 
task before us, and I hope you will see fit to make me part of ]

is hear the opening comments and then go^to IS-mimri^rounds^for

whatever^pening comments memSerswhatever opening comments members wish to make will he in­
cluded in their time allocation so that we can move more rapidly 
toward the questions and answers of the nominee. We have done 
that on other occasions when we have been pressed in terms of 
time considerations, although as far as the Chair is concerned, he 
is not pressed for time. But we sha'J proceed in that particular

Sxi we thank our colleagues very much, as well as the nominee. 
We apologize for any inconveniences to her, and we also express 
our appreciation to our fellow colleagues for their attendance here

’ talent. We have a big
 ¥  to make me part of yaur team.

I will be meet happy to respond to any questions.
The Chairman. The committee will stand in recess subject to call 

of the chair. As I mentioned earlier, we will meet when the Senate 
is out of session and continue this hearing, today, this afternoon, 
tnnight, tomorrow, until it is concluded.

The committee s ends in recess.
[Whereupon, at 10:10 ajn., the committee was adjourned subject 

to call of the chair.] \
[Whereupon, at 1:05 p.m., the committee reconvened. Senator 

Edward M. Kennedy, chairman of the committee, presiding.]
The Chairman. We’ll come to order.
We’d be delighted to now recognize our friend and colleague, Sen­

ator Hatfield, for whatever presentation he would like to make. 
Senator Boren is on his way, and Senator Carol Moseley-Braun is 
on her way, as well as Congresswoman Lambert So what well do
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must sign a release statement befcre their child can receive family planning coun- 
aeling and contraceptive* from the clinic.

tend college. It ia far to tend them to college than to aend them to prison.
Finally,"! am about improving the quality of life of all Americans by

-preventing chrome and infectious disessre, including cancrr, heart disease, hy­
pertension, tuberculous, and AIDS;

penence;

violence;

promoting p-ngr*™* and policies vlnch will enable us to 
—-----health. I want to be the voice and the vision fcrUy poor

wanted child.
Should I be confirmed, I would like to work with you and all America to develop 

an action plan to improve the health of our country. To me, it ia not enough to just 
reform the health care " ” 1 ’ “
all the health care 1

-preveutiiig

-provi<fing care and services for our elderly co they can live in dignity and com- 
fcrt during their final yean.

Corps and an effective representative for the Public Health Service.
bfc Chairman, and members of this committee, I want to change the way we 

think about health—by putting prevention first. I want to change the behanpro and 
attitudes of AmAriAana by promoting programs and policies ymch will enable us to 
be responsible for our own
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be making this introduction. Senator Bumpers and Senator Pryor 
of Arkansas, are in Arkansas today attending the funeral of Mr.

living example that the American 
nth will and determination and the

Also, probably one of the most distinguished, I believe, of medical

mem-
thou-

given a standing ovation by the students and faculty of the Oregon 
Health Sdenre University.

Also, probably one of the most distinguished, I believe, of medical 
administrators, Dr. Peter Kohler of the Oregon Health Science Uni­
versity, gave me a briefing on Dr. Elders because he had been at 

So I cannot help but make some identification with the fact that 
this is a

Elizabeth", who last month^graduated from the Oregon Health 
Science University as a medical doctor and was telling me about 
her commencement speaker. Dr. Elders, for whom there had been

pediatrician, a researcher and a teacher that 
, be moved by her biography and her back­

ground. Her achievements speak for themselves, and the committee 
has had a presentation in printed form and in her eloquent state­

speaks for itself But the Lord had to have an introducer in 
the Baptist, so I guess even as great as Dr. Elders is, it is 

to have an introducer. 
, Dr. Elders has such a well-established record as 

a medical professor, a
one cannot help but 

dream is still a reality;
support of loving family 

. _ _ 
I suppose I feel very strongly about that for many reasons, in 

that my privilege of chairing an Inaugural ceremony and sitting 
there on that occasion with the President-elect and the outgoing 
President and the Vice Presidents, the Members of Congress, 
bers of the Diplomatic Corps, the U.S. Supreme Court, and 
sands of cheering Americans, I turned to my wife, and I said, “Not 
bad for the son of a railroad blacksmith and the daughter of an im­
migrant longshoreman.”

She responded quickly to me: “Only in America.”
So I cannot help but make some identification with the fact that 

is a possible upwardly mobile society.
Dr. Elders first was brought to my attention by my daughter 

But I am very honored, and I am very happy to be here following 
a telephone conversation with Dr. Elders, inviting me to make a 
part of the introduction to this committee. I am especially honored 
because, after listening to her opening statement this morning, she 
really needs no introduction, because the eloquence of that state­
ment
John 1
still appropriate t

Mr. Chairman,

ment today, so I shall not go through those major accomplishments 
again.

But I would like to say that in those accomplishments. Dr. Elders 
is the embodiment and the T‘ ‘ „
dream is still a reality; that with will-------------------- - ---------------
support of loving family and friends, that she can achieve and be­
come a tremendous verification of the American dream.

nee, and we’ll recc«nize them in order of seniority.
Senator Hatfield, we are glad to have you back.

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE MARK O. HATFIELD, A U.S. 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF OREGON

Senator Hatfield. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of 
the committee.

As I indicated earlier today, I come here today with ambivalence 
of emotion. First, I am saddened that the ones who would normally

cansas, are in Arkansas today attending the funeral of Mr. 
Foster, who tragically ended his lire. So that makes me sad that 
I am here on that basis in part.

p*. . * « * “ • • “

a telephone conversation with Dr.
of the introduction to this committee. I am
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and their willingness to share with us their views about the nomi­
nee, and we’ll recognize them in order of seniority.



diately with a virus of enthusiasm, a virus (rfvwion, a virusjrf hope
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anybody who agrees with me on that position, so 
Elders, you win the vote on that basis. JLaughter.]

heartedly agree, and we have a strong lif 
vention and education to make abortion

■
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the Arkansas Medical Center with Dr. Elders. So I do not come as 
a stranger, even though 1 only met Elders herself day before

I also iiad the visitation of about a dozen of the presidents of the 

American Association of Medical Colleges call upon me to give me 
a further briefing and statements of support on behalf of Dr. El­
ders.

But then the lady herself appeared in my office only day before 
yesterday. Dr. Elders is a spreader of virus. She infected me imme- 

immediately become one of her short-time but long-term supporters 
and enthusiasts.

Now, Mr. Chairman, Dr. Elders and I do not agree on abortion. 
And some of my colleagues and some of my friends have had dif­
ficulty on that particular issue because they too disagree with Dr. 
Elders. But as I look around this committee, Tm not sure I find 
anybody who agrees with me on that position, so it looks like, Dr. 
Elders, you win the vote on that basis. [Laughter.]

But let me say that Dr. Elders and I thoroughly agree, whole­
heartedly agree, and we have a strong lifetime commitment to pre­
vention and education to make abortion a moot issue. And if we 
ran lower our voices from all sides in this very volatile debate and 
debated issue, I am convinced that the way we achieve that kind 
of prevention and that kind of strategy to make abortion a moot 
issue is guaranteeing that safe and effective ct itraceptives are 
available and that individuals, especially teenagers, have been pro­
vided with enough education on sexual reproduction that they fully 
understand the responsibilities that come with the choices they 
make

Certainly abstinence is preferred and should be stressed as a top 
priority. But I want to emphasize again, this need not be an issue 
in any way to disqualify Dr. Elders from acting as Surgeon General 
when her commitment, like all of us, I believe, is to eliminate the 
issue by prevention and education.

Other issues on which Dr. Elders and I have agreement include 
access to primary care for all Americans and also, the expansion 
of medical research and education. Mr. Chairman, members of the 
committee, I am concerned that even in our debates at the moment 
on comprehensive health care, there has been an absence of the 
major mechanism for ultimate cost control, and that is medical re­
search and our commitment to medical research. But she is very 
catholic in her perspective in that she sees the totality of this kind 
of health goal for America—delivery, education, access, research. 
And it is a part of a whole and cannot be segmented from reality.

I am also convinced that with her leadership, her spirit and her 
intelligence, she will be a great Surgeon General

So again, Mr. Chairman, I will say it is an honor to be here and 
to assist my colleagues. Senator Boren, Senator Moseley-Braun and 
others in presenting Dr. Elders to this committee. I wish her well, 
and I look forward to the privilege of casting a vote on the floor 
of the U.S. Senate on her confirmation.
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BOREN. Thank you veiy much, Mr. Chairman, 
y difficult to find words that would add to those words

in the public interest It has become easier for those with no 
»rd ana no opinions, those who avoid controversies, those who

taken a stand on anything, to be easily and speedily put into posi-

It is also a sad thing that in our politics in the day and time in 
hich we are living that we have come to stop at times focusing 

* —. > - r* • a «•   •
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come. I can only tell you that I am even more honored to be here 
( * ’ • ’ 1 - 1 T —‘
stronger conviction that she should be the next burgeon General m 
the United States for the sake of our country and especially for the 
sake of the children in our country.^

resent

this morning in our abbreviated session by Dr. Elders

I very much appreciate the opportunity to join with Senator Hat-

most needed because they talk straight to us and honestly to us 
about our responsibilities.

It is also a sad thing that in our politics in the day and time in 
which we are living that we have come to stop at times focusing 
upon the fair treatment of individuals, the fair valuation of their 
careers, their records, and even their points of view, and we tend

r 1 21 2* 7"--------V-—[ on one issue or
r people pawns in a political chess game and to

treat them as such instead of treating them as human beings who 
are entitled to be evaluated on the basis of their own character, 
record, and pronouncements.

So I was honored when Dr. Elders called me and asked me to 
come. I can only tell you that I am even more honored to be here 
after hearing her remarks this morning, and I come with an even 
stronger conviction that she should be the next Surgeon General of
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The Chairman. Thank you very much for those excellent com­
ments, and we are very grateful to you. Senator Hatfield, for your 
presence.

Senator Boren.

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE DAVID L. BOREN, A U.S. 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

Senator Boren. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
It is very difficult to find words that would add to those words 

that have been spoken by Senator Hatfield and that were spoken 
so elo^iently this morning in our abbreviated session by Dr. Elders

I very much appreciate the opportunity to join with Senator Hat­
field and other colleagues in presenting Dr. Elders to you as the 
President’s nominee for Surgeon General. I have watched as a 
neighbor across the border from Arkansas her uu^i, Lei
anal have admired her courage. As I was listening to her this 

about the

neighbor across the border from Arkansas her 
anal have admired her courage. As I was li 
morning, I was reflecting not only abou' ”
State of American politics. The qualities
try are forthrightness, honesty, the moral courage of speaking 
clearly one’s convictions straight from the heart, and a deep and 
abiding caring about the people.

As I listened to Dr. Elders thisAs I listened to Dr. Elders this morning, I heard and I felt and 
I sensed those qualities in her presentation. One of the tragedies 
of American politics and the age in which we are all participating 
in it is that it is becoming increasingly difficult to be allowed to 
perform public service in our country today when one does speak 
forthrightly and honestly, when one’s public statements are an ac­
curate transcript of one’s feelings and best judgments about what 
is in the public interest It has become easier for those with no 
record ana no opinions, those who avoid controversies, those who 
do not have the moral courage of their own convictions, those who 
have never engaged in any controversy because they have never

JI

■ career, her record, 
 listening ti

I was reflecting not only about Dr. Elders but
i we most need in this coun-

instead sometimes, because of our strong feelings
another, to make people pawns in a political che

* " f treating them as human beings who
jn the basis of their own character.



today, 
itor Pryor

He says: “In America, every 32 seconds, a teenage girl becomes 

sequences 
cial fabric
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reading at least a portion of what Senator Pryor wanted to say to 
you if he were here today. '

He says: “In America, every 32 seconds, a teenage girl becomes 
pregnant Every 35 seconds, a child is born into poverty. Every 64 
seconds, an infant is bom to a teenage mother. Every 14 minutes,

tices in a controversial world of reality and human misery. She 
makes hard statements because she wants us to listen. She wants 
us to listen because the stakes are so high, and to fail would be 
so devastating.” , , ,

“Out of this tough world of reality. Dr. Elders has developed

fought her way out She is a controversial person because she prac­
tices in a controversial world of reality and human misery. She 
makes hard statements because she wants us to listen. She wants 

■.  ■ 
so devastating.”  .  .

strong beliefs. She'sees a society in deep trouble, and she offers so­
lutions to problems that people do not like to talk about. She says 

thinks, and what she says is what she believes. With Dr.

would like to add a few thoughts of mv own.
I first became aware of the exemplary work of Dr. Elders, as I 

said, several years ago, living in our neighboring State. Several

events that eat away at America’s family structure. That clear 
voice belongs to Dr. Joycelyn Elders, who is today President Clin­
ton’s nominee.”

“Dr. Elders knows poverty because she lived in poverty, and she 
‘ t her way out She is a controversial person because she prac-

is conviction. And, mt. unairman, inai is leaaersnip, me kuiu ui 
leadership America needs to face down the crisis that challenges 
our families, our communities and our society.’

Senator Pryor closes by saying: “I proudly support and endorse 
Dr. Joycelyn Elders for the post of Surgeon General I am confident 
she will dialL

we can be." ~
I subscribe to all of those comments, those direct and forceful 

comments from our friend and our colleague. Senator Pryor, and I 
would like to add a few thoughts of my own.

I first became aware of the exemplary work of Dr. Elders, as I 

years later I had an opportunity, just by chance, to turn on the tel­
evision one night and see a documentary about her work in Arkan­
sas.

an infant dies in the first year of its life. In 1965, 10 percent of 
all children under 18 lived in a single-parent home. In 1985, that 
number had risen to 21 percent Mr. Chairman, these are not facts 
and figures that apply to Bulgaria or Uganda; they apply to Amer­
ica—our America—and it is happening today.”

“A bold clear voice has been heard that awakens us. It 
shakes us. It makes us talk and think about the unthinkable con- 

to our families, our communities, our country and our so- 
should we continue to ignore the enslaving cycles of 
t eat awav at America’s family structure. That clear
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said, both very much wanted to be here. They feel very strongly 
about this nomination, but because of the tragedy that took place, 
they are in Arkansas attending the funeral services of their close

Senator Piyor before he left did write in his own handwriting on 
a legal pad some comments, and as always, and since Senator 
Pryor knows Dr. Elders so well, his comments are so much to the 
point, and I would hope that the chairman might indulge me in

-

1

what she thinks, and what she says is what she bebeves. With Dr. 
Elders, there is no sugar coating, no abstract mumblings. For us, 
she is the brave person who hears the time bomb ticking and has
the boldness to say that time is running out That is courage. That 
is conviction. And, Mr. Chairman, that is leadership, the kind of

ss, our communities and our society.”
Pryor doses by saying: “I proudly support and endorse 

_ m Elders for the post of Surgeon General I am confident
she will challenge all of us to face up to the tough problems, to 
reach for realistic solutions, and to help America be the best that
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As I began to learn more about Dr. Elders and her ideas, I real-

country, no one can dispute her absolute commitment to helping

presenl

A

li!!

And we have heard the selection that she has received from 
ie various States 
same, and they

about our Nation’s problems, as I said, who confront the real crises 
without rose-colored glasses, often become controversial. And she 

franHy.

have selected her as their leader.
I have been

of Dr. Elders

has spoken very frankly.
We need, Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, someone

like Dr. Elders, who is not afraid to point out 
lems in aD of their stark, ugly, and difficult realif.

In many ways, the importance of the post of 
stems from its ability to serve as the bully pulpi 
tor’s job to mince words. It is the physician’s job 
wrong in the plainest possible terms. And in her

claimed by health officials and organizations across this country as 
an extraordinary pediatrician ana an exemplary public health offi­
cial and a;
ment She---------------------------------------------------------------------------
hold the position of director of the health department in Arkansas.

Her nomination has been endorsed by over 150 medical associa­
tions. As the committee can see, her personal background and med­
ical credentials are outstanding.

However, much of the debate about Dr. Elders’ nomination has 
been waged not on the basis of her qualifications, not on the basis 
of her character, but on the basis of some distortions of her views 
on public health issues. Unfortunately, people who speak frankly 
about our Nation’s problems, as I said, who confront the real crises

country, no one can dispute her absolute commitment to helping 
people, particularly children and young people.

Later, as a trustee of Yale University, I had the opportunity to 
see Dr. Elders receive an honorary degree from my alma mater. 
The description of this outstanding American from her honorary 
degree citation, which I might say was drawn by those who are 
eminent in the health field and the faculty of the university, elo­
quently sums up Dr. Elders and her philosophy about public 
health. Here is what the citation said, as she was presented that 
honorary degree: “As a physician, scientist, educator and public of-

iint out our Nation’s prob-
i^Surgeon General 

it It is not a doc- 
to tell us what is 

ng in the plainest possible terms. And in her position as direc­
tor of the health department in Arkansas, Dr. Elders, if she had 
minimized in that position the problems, if she had acted like a

ficial, you have brought new advocacy and commitment to the 
health of the public. Because of your vision, creativity and courage, 
Arkansas legislators have confronted the issues of teenage preg­
nancy in the context of community health. While others debate na­
tional health insurance, you advocate the principles of access, qual­
ity and cost-effectiveness. For many of your colleagues dedicated to 
maternal and child health, you are the Nation’s leader.’ 

.. ■. * ■ ■ i . ... ■ ■ . i .ii. ——.
those who head the public health programs of th< 
and municipalities of this country; they feel the

i personally impressed by the personal achievements 
that Senator Pryor’s statement has detailed—raised 

by sharecropper parents in rural Arkansas, one of eight children. 
In college, she scrubbed dormitory bathrooms to raise money for ex­
penses. She was the first African American woman to graduate 
from the University of Arkansas Medical School. She has Been ac-

dinary pediatrician and an exemplary public health offi- 
groundbreaking researcher in the study of child develop- 
was the first African American and the first woman to

see Dr. Elders receive an honorary degree from my alma mater.

degree citation, which I might say was drawn by those who are 
—   I— —ILL id the faculty of the university, elo-

philosophy about pub
i she was presented th



oat what needed to be said, she would most likely sail through the 
nomination process without controversy. But if she had done that,

To say a nominee is unfit because she speaks bluntly and plainly 
x>ut issues related to public health and the social fabric of this

age our public health officials to speak frankly, 
demonstrated. She reminds me of another out

ment—and she made it again, Mr. Chairman, in her statement this 

neighborhood with few intact family units and racked by 
and drug abuse may not be the same solutions that are

several decades were born out of wedlock. We may di 
best solution to these problems, but we cannot afford

in your home community, your State, and your Nation.
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politician in the worst sense of that term, if she had not pointed

Dr. Elders’ views have been misunderstood primarily because her 
critics have forgotten her dear and frequently expressed commit- 

morning^ and she made It very strongly— her frequently expressed 
commitment to local control of comprehensive health and edu­
cational services. She supports bringing health services to where 
young- people spend most of their'time—to the schools. However, 
she advocates with equal force local control by the school board of 
the services that will be offered. She has never sought to impose 
solutions or views on others; instead, she has tried to educate and 
reach consensus.

For example. Dr. Elders helped establish school-based clinics m 
Arkansas, but allowed local school boards and clinics to determine 
the services they should offer according to their needs, and in fact 
to allow parents to determine, as she said this morning, the serv­
ices the individual child would receive. Solutions to health prob­
lems in neighborhood with few intact family units and racked by 
violence and drug abuse may not be the same solutions that are 
appropriate to different kinds of neighborhoods. Local control al­
lows parents and communities to solve health problems in ways de­
signed to fit their particular environment and to best serve the 
needs of children.

Addressing the health crisis of our Nation will not be an easy 
task The statistics have already been given in Senator Pryor's 
statement. I would also point out that almost 70 percent of all indi­
viduals who have been incarcerated in this_country over the past 

differ as to the 
___________________ _ ___________ I to turn away
from the feet that these problems exist We must not bury our 
heads in the sand. Dr. Elders challenges us to confront these prob­
lems. As Surgeon General, she can effectively play that role.

I strong^ encourage the committee to carefully and positively 
evaluate her nomination. The life and the career of Joycelyn Elders 
sends a message to young people across America, and I hope young 
people across America were listening to Joycelyn Elders today as 
she testified. She sends the message that no matter how modest 
may be your financial means, no matter what your race or your 

she would not have done her job. and as Surgeon General, I think 
all of us expect her to continue to tell us what is wrong with our 
public health in the plainest possible terms.

To say a nominee is unfit because she speaks bluntly and plainly 
about issues related to public health and the social fabric of this 
country could not be more dangerous. We must allow and encour­
age our public health officials to speak frankly, as Dr. Elders has 
demonstrated. She reminds me of another outspoken advocate of 
public health, our former Surgeon General and an appointee of 
President Reagan, Dr. C. Everett Koop.

I

t
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dies and gentlemen of the committee.
I have a formal written statement that I had been

I would ask first that my written statement be received for the 
record, and then I would like to add a few words of my own regard­
ing both this nominee and the significance in my mind of her nomi-

her intelligence, her sound judgement, her 
impressed by her candor, her courage, and 
f afi rf the citizens of the State of Arkansas.

♦

aggressive intervention. In addition, her tenure as director of bealth for the State 
ofArkansaa, has been marired ^^great achievemenU. Dmjng herjerm, thecate

women and children receiving foodusistance. Further, Ae vas instru­
mental in hiring a signi&ant numberof physicians to rural community health cen-

x:

-J:

that major impact on our country.
The Chairman. Thank you very much. Senator Bora. We

proach to public service. And quite frankly, the description that he 
nas made is such that I genuinely would like to associate myself

deHghted the other day, in fact, when I spoke on the floor 
>rt at Dr. Elders’ nomination, that almost impromptu. Sen­

nation.
The Chairman. The statement will be printed in the record as 

if read.
[The prepared statement of Senator Moseley-Braun follows:]

Pbepabhj Statement or Senator Moseley-Braun

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to be here today to introduce Dr. Joycelyn Elders

with Senator Boren’s remarks.
I was < 

in support of Dr. Elders’ nomination, that almost impromptu. Sen­
ator Boren joined in the colloquy—and it became a colloquy be­
cause he joined in—and we engaged in dialogue on the floor of the 
Senate about thia fine nominee and the importance of this nomina­
tion.

And so, having associated myself with Senator Boren’s remarks, 
1 ____ a. a.1 a. —— — — * a a —_ a - a -   > ------ -------

tors so that those areas would no longer be underserred.
Dr. Elders h— worked hard to improve and expand prenatal care, early childhood 

" ------ tarns for the dtizens of Ar-
---------.„ ,-----------------------------J a successful
dmical practice and research career in pediatric endocrinology at the University of 
Arkansas.

will Snigno Cowral at the United Staten. She ben.
throu^out her career, demonstrated her ’
character and her integrity. And I am f~ 
her dedication to improving the health of---------------------------------------------------------
It is impnerfM. to speak with her and not recognize her warmth, and how much 
she cares about improving the health of every American.

Dr. Elders hasdenxmstrated a longstanding commitment to the health of chil­
dren. She was a pioneer in preventive health care, and has always stressed eariy, 

intervention. In addition, her tenure as director of health for the State

I urge this committee to give Dr. Elders an opportunity to make 
that major impact on our country.

The Chairman. Thank you very much. Senator Bora. We are 
very appreciative of your presence and obviously very sincere and 
eloquent comments.

We now recognize Senator Moseley-Braun. We are glad to have 
you here today.

STATEMENT OF THE HONOBABLE CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN, A 
US. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Senator Moseley-Braun. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, 
ladies and gentlemen of the committee.

I have a formal written statement that I had been prepared ear­
lier today to deliver. However, I don’t think it would be possible to 
add to the words that Senator Boren just shared with this commit­
tee. He has described Dr. Elders’ record. He has described her ap- 



iialified for

ingness and ability to reach outside of herself from the early days 
oflier career, from the early days, even before she was a physician.

rate than many Third World countries—I won’t name ary, but cer- 

parts of our country not only 
health care services at all.

proposals with regard to addressing all of these issues, and ad­
dressing these issues in an honest way. And it seems to me that

^ving her an opportgnilg totake on the challenge of being the

Elders

itry, opportunity really can be a reality for those who 
to hold onto hope and who are willing to work for and

20

Dr. Elder* specializes in the arena of reality education. She is not afraid to speak 
eloouently and candidly about sex to our young people, or about other critical public 
health issues. This type of candor was revered m former Surgeon Gene^J C. Everett 

r. dignity and respect.
Dr. Elders is superbly qualified for the job of Surgeon GeneraL Her entire career 

from academics to dinical nractioe to administration hai

this position. Dr. Eldera^as of ^SllS^personallv

and professionally. All of her years, she has demonstrated the will-
____  ... —. — J - *3 * * X— — — — -------a a al

icr career, from the early days, even before she was a physician, 
she was helping other people. And it seems to me again, following 
on Senator Boren’s suggestions, that that is precisely the kind of

tistics that tell us the State of our public health in America. They 
are statistics that tell us that we have a higher infant mortality 
rate than many Third World countries—I won’t name ary, but cer­
tainly there are many of them that have more impressive statistics, 
more impressive records of dealing with childbirth and early child-

be*hh inues. Thiz type of candor wu rever------
Hoop, and I believe Dr. Elders deserves the same

from academics to'chmcal practice to administration has prepared her weh for the 
new challenges that will, I hope, come before her as Surgeon General. I won’t be­
labor the point—her credentials speak for tbemaehrea.

I endorse the candidacy of Dr. Elders for U.S. Surgeon General wholeheartedly 
and without reservation, and I am proud to be able to be with her here today.

Senator Moseley-Braun. Thank you.
The nominee comes ? * " 

in light of her qualifications for office, in light of the fact that we 
have such a crisis in this country now in our public health, that 
we would do ourselves very well indeed by confirming this nomi­
nee, giving her an opportunity to take on the challenge of being the 
next Surgeon General of the United States.

Sitting here and listening to Senator Boren, I couldn’t help but 
think, and after having gone through what was not an undifficult 
week in the Senate, how we talk an awful lot in Government and

hood than we have in this country. They are statistics that tell us 
that single parenthood and teenage pregnancies are on the rise and 
that our young people no longer seem to be able to connect to the 
information that is even there for them. They are statistics that 
tell us that we have in some parts of our country not only a lack 
of health care services, but no health care services at all.

This is the greatest country, and it is inexcusable for us to have 
health care in the State in which we presently find ourselves. Dr. 
Elders has a record. Dr. Elders has points of view, she has specific 

person that vze would want to encourage into public service.
Her dedication and commitment to excellence and hard work is 

demonstrated by how far she aas come. There is an old expression 
that you can’t realty judge somebody until you have walked a mile 
in their moccasins; but the fact is, the moccasins that Dr. Elders 
has walked in shuvld give inspiration to all of us that in this land, 
in this country, opportunity realty can be a reality for those who 
are willing to hold onto hope and who are willing to work for and 
pursue that opportunity. So her own story, what might be de­
scribed as a Horatio Alger story, should be a source of inspiration 
for all of us as Americans.

The importance of her nomination realty is revealed more in the 
statistics and the stories that the members of this committee know 
all too welt Senator Boren touched on some of them. They are sta- 
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The Chairman. Thank you veiy much. Senator Moseley-Braun. 
We very much appreciate your presence here and your willingness

over here and share your thoughts and to make a second trip as 
well. We are delighted to hear from you.

eral, and I do believe I come to you from probably a different ave-

about that a little bit today, if I may..

f«-

4-
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we very mucn appreciate your presence here and your willingness 
to share those comments with us. We are grateful to you for taking 
the time to be here.

Congresswoman Lambert, we welcome your willingness to come

mmittee for allowing me to cross the Capitol and 
speak in support of my friend. Dr. Joycelyn El- 
like to thank the chairman for his diligence in 

„ „ j us today.
It is my distinct honor to be here today to introduce to you Dr. 

Joycelyn Elders, President Clinton’s nominee for U.S. Surgeon Gen- 
< w ■  —  
nue along with Senator Pryor and Senator Bumpers. I have direct 
results of the efforts of Dr. Elders in my district, and Fd like to talk 
about that a little bit today, if I may..

I would like to ask the committee here, as you begin 
quest for someone who can tackle our health care w

States.
Thank you.

i
i

STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE BLANCHE M. LAMBERT, A 
UA REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE STATE OF ARKANSAS

Ms. Lambert. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you to the 
members of the committee for allowing me to cross the Capitol and 
to come over and speak in support of my friend. Dr. Joycelyn El­
ders. I would also uke to thank the chairman for his diligence in 
getting through with this hearing and getting it before us today.

21

here in Washington^about change, and if anything, change has be- 
thing at all, I perceive almost a sea chan^^^ur politics, and that 

the diange that was promised, the change that has been discussed.

I would like to ask the committee here, as you begin our Nation’s 
quest for someone who can tackle our health care woes, I would 
like to encourage you to focus on confirming a physician who has 
produced results.

Back in Arkansas where Dr. Elders and I come from, my father 
has always impressed upon me that hard work and results are 
what count A sixth-generation farmer, my father has said that 
theories on crop disease and genetic engineering are impressive,

really is in its own very difficult way—and I say “difficult" to Dr. 
Elders because I know this process has not been easy for her—but 
in a sometimes difficult and painful way, that change really is hap­
pening, and it is happening before our very eyes. And it may some­
times not be obvious and may not present itself right away, but it 
is happening, and it is happening because people have decided to 
make their Government responsive, and their Government is re­
sponding.

As Americans, that is something that I think we all need to cele-
on. Dr.

1 to rec­
to celebrate in our country,ognize, we need to support, i

and I am very honored to be
am very honored to speak in  
courage the members of the committee to recognize the high qual­
ity and caliber of this nomination and of this nominee, the impor­
tance and significance of the confirmation vote that you are about

in a sometimes difficult and painful
pening, and it is happening before o  , „ 

id may not present itself right away,
is happening, and it is happening because people nave dec

spending.
- - - -  __

brate, if we just take a moment to’ recognize that it is going i 
Elders represents the kind of positive change that we new 
ognize, we need to support, we need to celebrate in our o

a part of this nomination process; I 
behalf of her nomination and to en-
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admiration by looking for resource at hand and utilizing them.
rather than semiring to create new programs and more layers of bu­
reaucracy.

She showed the many support agencies how to dovetail together; 
how they could work together in harmony and share resources to

groups like The Children's Advocacy, the East Arkansas 
Services, the Families First Group, the Literacy Council, and the

of people. It also fostered the attitude that a healthy mind and 
body should go together to create a healthy contributor to society.

simultaneous injections, and guaranteeing that every

and parental education. I am sure you have all talked to teachers 
who have told you that correcting a youngster's vision and hearing

*

iS

fe-’

____________

1

accomplish even more results. A prime example of this can be seen 
in Crittenden County in my district, where Dr. Elders encouraged

22

but if you don’t have a rice crop in-September to harvest, you really 
haven’t done your job as a farmer. .

Likewise, our country needs someone like Dr. Elders, who offers 
our Narinn both technical theories and results. I would like to point. 
out a few rf Dr. Elders’ successes for which we in Arkansas are 
very grateful

As Arkansas’ director of the department of health, Dr. Elders led 
a tireless campaign for preventive health care, which we all know

Within 3 years. Dr. Elders nearly doubled Arkansas’ immuniza- 
tion rate for 2-year-olds, from 34 percent to 60 percent. Her innova­
tive approadi included encouraging after-hours clinics, introducing 

- • ’ ------ —y child who vis-

Dr. Elders then implemented a statewide computerized network, 
similar fo the model being proposed on the national level, that 
tracks children for age-appropriate immunization status. Under the 
direction of Dr. Elders, the number of early childhood screenings 
grew 1,000 percent, from 4,000 to over 45,000. These screenings m- 
cluded physical exams, vaccinations, vision and hearing screening,

and their minds, Dr. Ellers took her campaign to the people, 
through the media and our schools, and she captured my deepest

county health department to share information and resources. This 
enhanced their services and enabled them to reach a wider array

improves his or her classroom participation at a phenomenal rate.
Dr. Elders also joined First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to com­

bat infant mortality. Together, they developed the Arkansas Cam­
paign for Healthier Babies. Under that campaign, the maternity 
caseload increased 17 percent between 1990 and 1992, and that 
caseload continues to rise as pregnant women get the prenatal care 
that they need. We have seen that an increase in prenatal care pro­
duces healthier, happier babies und costs less in the long run.

Dr. Elders’ program achieved these tremendous results by in­
creasing dime hours again, revising the health education classes, 
and starting a toll-free phone number for women’s health facts and

On yet another preventive health care front. Dr. Elders expanded 
ranror s^raening services for women. These services included mam­
mograms for low-income women, Pap smears for cervical cancer
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on a child’s arm that re-

These examples represent results. By promoting these school­
based dinics. Dr. Elders has brought health care into towns that

every dollar spent on preventive health care through 1 
and other measures, $10 is saved down the line. In A

developed in Arkansas with the rest of the Nation.
I thank you for the time to be here.

* , _ _ade.

a day. Nurses atone of the east Arkansas chnicsTin a towiTthat
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f^^S«fOr cervical cancer screening in all public

 . ----------- -f facility, discovered a heart
murmur when giving a child a pre-sports physical In another in­
stance, they noticed a red streaked cut on a child’s arm that re- 

d blood poisoning. And when a teacher reported that a student 
cerebral palsy was acting abnormally in class and had not

■ ■.--4

me, recognizes the problems in our society’s health; 
goals to fulfill those needs; but most importantly, nui___

three, she gets results. We must have a resultoriented physician 
at the forefront of our Nation’s attempt to lower health care costs
through preventive medicine and education.

I oner for your examination additional editorial columns from 
writers in my region who have endorsed Dr. Elders based on die 
fact that they have seen the results of her health care leadership.

As you listen to the testimony of those who are assembled before 
you, please keep in mind that hemorrhaging child that I men tinned 
earlier whose life may have been saved by a school nurse. Please 
remember that our State’s immunizatian rate nearly doubled under 
Dr. Elders’ leadership. Base your decision on your own health care 
goals for our Nation, and vote to confirm a woman who can 
your goals and the goals of our Nation.

I respectfully encourage each of you, the distinguished members

about those already and the ability of the local school districts and 
school boards to maintain what was to be provided. The news from 
the 12 dinics in my eastern Arkansas district tell a success story 
of health care for people who may have had no other option. Nurses 
at the clinic have told me they see students with concerns ranging 
from headaches to flu symptoms and depression to thoughts of sui­
cide.

In Forest City High Sdiool alone, nurses have seen 50 students 
r J ____“2____ _ __L
has absolutely no other health care

stance, they
vealed blood
with i . o    
walked in months, the nurse recognized signs of a brain hemor-

Th® a*I1deDt was treated and is now walking again
1 These examples represent results. By oromotine thes

had no other option, and by bringing dinics to the schools, she has 
helped to educate students and their parents.

In Arkansas, we have seen the health benefits of preventive care, 
and we know there are financial benefits as well We know that for 
every dollar spent on preventive health care through immunization 
and other measures, $10 is saved down the line. In Arkansas, Dr. 
Elders has been a pioneer in proving these benefits of preventive 
health care. She has proven that an investment in preventive care 
provides a better quality of life as well as a better family. State 
and Federal health care budget.

In dosing, let me reiterate that we need a Surgeon General who, 
number one, recognizes the problems in our society’s health; sec­
ond, sets goals to nilfill those needs; but most importantly, number



positive qualities but your comments and explicit details 
what Dr. Elders has meant to the young and the old in your

esperience with them.
Ms. Lambert. Thank

health care or long-term care that they deserve. Improving wom­
en’s health is a pressing need. Breast cancer strikes one in eight

Surgeon General can make a significant dif- 
n RkUr* is superbly qualified to tackle the en-

of heating and serving others, in her years at the Ar- 
artment of Wealth, she almost doubled the proportion

comprehensive health screenings. She dramati- 
cer d^^criAn and treatment services for women.

< ■

______ ; you. Kesults do truly cron-
The Chairman. We thank you very, very much. We appreciate

all Ameriran people. Few positions in the Government 
lallenging; few offer greater opportunity to improve the 

Americans. .  .

your appearance. ,
As I mentioned before, the way we intend to proceed is that well 

have 15-minute rounds, and colleagues may use that time to make 
a comment. I will make a brief comment and then go to question­
ing, and we’ll alternate hack and forth between Democrat and Re- 
puKlican, and we’ll permit those who have not had a round to have 
a round before going to following rounds. 131 instruct staff to keep
the time. 

The Surgeon General is the Nation’s chief physician and one of 
the prinenml leaders in the important effort to improve the quahty 
of car? for all American people. Few positions in the Government 
are more challenging; few offer greater opportunity to improve the 
lives of so many Americans. . .

Every American child deserves a healthy start in life, but too 
many children are denied that. .,

Countless older Americans also find themselves without the 
health care or long-term care that they deserve. Improving wom­
en’s health is a pressing need. Breast cancer strikes one m eight 
American women at some point in their lives, but far too few 
women receive early detection and treatment. A third of all Amer­
ican women do not receive the basic preventive care they need, 
in all areas of health care, it is the poor and minorities who suffer 
the most. ,.

Self-inflicted wounds continue to plague the Nation. Smokmg, 
substance abuse, unhealthy lifestyles threaten million of our fellow 
citing and cost our society hundreds of trillions of dollars each 
year in health costs and lost piodudrrity.

These challenges are extremely mmcult, and an active, commit- 
ted and dedicated Surgeon General can make a significant dif­
ference. Dr. Joycehm Elders is superbly quafified to tackle the en­
tire range of health care challenges, especially the problems faced 
by the Nation’s children. .

Dr. Elders’ own life is a courageous story of her nse from poverty 
to a career of h^Hng and serving others. In her years at the Ar­
kansas Department of Health, she almost doubled the proportion 
of children receiving timely vaccinations. She launched an assault 
on infant mortality. She increased by 10-fold the number of poor 
children receiving comprehensive health screenings. She dramati­
cally expanded cancer detection and treatment services for women. 
She increased home care opportunities for senior citizens. She ted 
a crusada against the blight of teenage pregnancy. Most of all, she

24.

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much. Congresswoman Lambert. 
Those were enormously useful and helpfill comments, to have the 
kind of detailed Aremination of what a nominee has done in a prac­
tical way in the State. Generally spesiing; we have presenters who 
talk ,^nnt either what they know about a nominee and the nomi­
nee’s positive qualities but your comments and explicit details 
about what Dr. Elders has meant to the young and the old in your 
district are very welcome commentary and very helpful. It adds ad­
ditional credibility, obviously, to the nominee when she talks about 
they* matters because it demonstrates that she has hands-on

Results do truly count
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weeks, critics have come forward who disagree with po- 
has taken. They have also circulated allegations regard­

today and pron^confirmatiorLShe is superbly qualifii

ear.

%

rang. Disease knows no boundary of age, race, gender, or class.
Every American child deserves a Healthy start in life, but 

i___, 2212__ ___ ’122’ ■’ * 'r “ “ ’
record than the United States in preventing infant mortality, 
than half of all American children do not even receive timely

Too many children are denied a fair chance for a healthy, fulfill- 
g life. Drugs, crime, and violence destroy the lives ana shatter 

the dreams of young Americans. The epidemic of teen-age preg­
nancy blights the hopes and the future of hundreds of thousands

childhood immunizations.
i ---------- -----

ing life. Drugs, crime, and violence destroy 
the dreams of young Americans. The epide

children every y<
Countless older Americans also find themselves without the 

to remain in their own homes is not available or accessible. Too 
often, for Americans of all ages, the lack of appropriate medical 
care and the lack of preventive care results in premature death or 
unnecessary disability.

Improving women’s health is also a pressing need. Breast cancer 
strikes one in eight American women at some point in their lives, 
but far too few women receive early detection and treatment. A 
third of all American women do not receive the basic preventive 
care they need. For too long, medical research has shortchanged 
them by failing to give adequate priority to women’s diseases, and 
by falsely assuming that research on other diseases conducted on 
men is applicable to women.

And in all areas of health care, it is the poor and minorities who 
suffer the most

Epidemics also present serious health care challenges. AIDS 
threatens almost every American family—and the only cure is pre­
vention. An old killer—tuberculosis—has emerged from decades of 
neglect as a renewed threat to public health.

. 25 

waged an unceasing battle to bring good health care to all the chil­
dren of Arkansas.

In recent weeks, critics have come forward who disagree with po­
sitions she has taken. They have also circulated allegations regard­
ing her financial and business practices. Many of these allegations 
have already been answered, and I know she is fully prepared to 
address all of them today.

Dr. Elders brings a record of accomplishment and commitment to 
this position that few can match. I look forward to her testimony

fation are

of children

health care or long term care they deserve. Senior citizens are 
forced into nursing homes because tne care that would enable them

fortunate to have her services.
[The prepared statement of Senator Kennedy follows:]

Phepared Statement of Senator Kennedy

The committee meets this morning to consider the nomination of 
Dr. Joycelyn Elders of Arkansas to be Surgeon General of the Unit­
ed States. The Surgeon General is the Nation’s chief physician and 
one of the principal leaders in the important effort to improve the 
quality of health care for all the American people.

Few positions in the Government are more challenging, and few 
offer a greater opportunity to improve the lives of so many Ameri­
cans. Disease knows no boundary of age, race, gender, or class.

Every American child deserves a Healthy start in life, but too 
many children are denied that Twenty nations have a better

v -1 Oj__ a____ •___ ________ ____ a/-____ Y__ ______a. ___ —__ Qyy
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ted, and dedicated Surgeon General can make a significant dif­
ference. In the 1960’s, Surgeon General Luther Terry awakened a

z
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generation to the dangers of smoking. In the 1980’s, Surgeon Gen­
eral C. Everett Koop educated the Nation on the danger of AIDS. 
And in the 1990’s, Dr. Joycelyn Elders is superbly qualified to tack­
le the entire range of health care challenges—especially the prob­
lems faced by the Nation’s children.

Dr. Elders’ own life is a courageous story of her rise from poverty 
to a career of healing and serving others. As a pediatric 
endocrinologist and professor at the University of Arkansas Medi- 
cid School, she was a respected clinician and medical researcher, 
with more than 150 published scientific papers to her credit In 6 
years as the leader of the Arkansas Department of Health, she 
earned a national reputation as a public health leader with an ex­
cellent record of accomplishment

In her years at the Arkansas Department of Health, she almost 
doubled the proportion of children receiving timely vaccinations. 
She launched an assault on infant mortality. She increased by ten­
fold the number of poor children receiving comprehensive health 
screenings. She dramatically expanded cancer detection and treat­
ment services for women. She increased home care opportunities 
for senior riti»»ns. She led a crusade against the blight of teenage 
pregnancy. Most of all, she waged an unceasing battle to bring 
good health care to all the children of Arkansas.

Because of her outstanding contributions to the health of the peo­
ple of Arkansas, Dr. Elders has been honored by the American 
Medical Association, the National Governors Association, the Na­
tional Education Association, and many other organizations. She 
haa received honorary degrees from seven universities. She has 
been chosen by her peers—chief health officers throughout the 
country—to be the president of the Association of State and Terri­
torial Health Officers. . . .

I am including in the record the list of organizations endorsing 
Dr. Elders and a sample of the letters of support.

In recent weeks, critics have come forward who disagree with po­
sitions she has taken. They have also circulated allegations regard­
ing her financial and business practices. Many of the allegations 
have already been answered, and I know she is fully prepared to 
address them today.

Dr. Elders brings a record of accomplishment and commitment to 
this position that few can match. I look forward to her testimony 
today and to her prompt confirmation. She is superbly qualified to 
be Surgeon General, and the administration ami the Nation are 
fortunate to have her services.

Senator Kassebaum. Mr. Chairman, could I interrupt for just a 
moment, please?

The Chairman. Yes.

J
j
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Self-inflicted wounds continue to plague the Nation. Smoking, 
substance abuse, and unhealthy life-styles threaten millions of our 
fellow citizens and cost our society hundreds of billions of dollars 
each year in health costs and lost productivity.

These challenges are extremely difficult, and an active, commit­



t>r service rather than ethical or legal questions. In 
doubt about your competence at this time, either,

it has risen at almost the same rate; in Arkansas, it has risen 
about 17 percent If you look at our 15- to 17-year-olds, it has in-

it you to know in that school, this was initiated by the presi- 
of the school board, who is a banker's wife. They have a

we were very proud that in 3 years, we went from a 57 percent

school-based clinic, and it is one of the clinics that dispenses con­
traceptives. They have one of the lowest teenage pregnancy rates 
in any of the counties around. That was a northwest Arkansas, pre­
dominantly white, district

We received a Federal grant and it was called “Better Health for

dicating thirt notwithstanding your efforts,
in teenage pregnancies, therofore raising questions as to the credi­
bility of the claims made by your supporters that you have an effec-

creased 11 percent over the 2 years that it was looked at and it 
increased in the United States approximately 18 percent

I am not I 
not had in 

bragging. I am not proud about that. You see, we have 
Arkansas a comprehensive health education program 

from kindergarten through 12th grade. We would have to start it 
and it would take, I think, 12 years to really say that we had true

teenage pregnancy.
’ ’ (lease?
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Senator Kassebaum. Senator Jeffords has to leave in about 10 
minutes to catch a plane. Would you mind yielding to him to make 
some comments before he leaves?

The Chairman, rd be delighted to yield.
Senator Jeffords. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
First of all. Dr. Elders, it is good to be with you again. I had a 

very excellent conversation with you last week. I did join Senator 
Kassebaum in asking that this hearing be deferred so that we 
hopefully would have sufficient information to relieve us of the bur­
den of examining some of the charges on ethics and other matters.

I have reviewed the information which has been provided to me, 
and I find that I am satisfied that the only questions remaining are 
of competence for service rather than ethical or legal questions. In 
fact, I have no doubt about your competence at this time, either, 
and I am pleased to mention that

I would like to ask, though, a couple of questions in rather sen­
sitive and critical areas for which you have received criticism. First 
of all, the question as to the effectiveness of your work with respect 
to teenage pregnancies. We have received facts and information in- 

, there was an increase 

tive program in teenage pregna
Would you respond to that, pi
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir. Thank you. Senator Jeffords. I would like 

to respond to that I, like probably most people in America, we are 
all ashamed that the United States has the highest teenage preg­
nancy rate in the industrialized world. And I am not very proud 
that Arkansas has the second highest in the United States.

Since I have been health director, we have seen the teenage 
pregnancy rate rise 18 percent in the United States. In Arkansas,

results.
We have 24 school-based clinics in Arkansas. We have 1,200 

school districts. And if everyone’s record were perfect, I suspect it 
would not make an impact

In one of the schools where we had a 39 percent pregnancy rate, 
I want 
dent i 
school-based clinic, and it is one of the clinics thi 
traceptives. They have one of the lowest teenage 

dominantly white, ^strict

Rural Teens,’ 1997-plus percent black, 90-plus percent of the teen­
agers were on free lunch, so obviously, low income levels. Senator,
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asked on a TV show would I support Norplant for a drug-abusing 
woman, someone who was drug-addicted and was a prostitute. And

*

offer them Norplant; they get pregnant, they have another baby

we could give her an opportunity to get into treatment, to get

: up over

make T'commihnenc to the most valuable resource we7!! ever 

have—our children.
Senator Jeffords. Thank you. That is an excellent response.
I would now like to ask you about another very rontroversial 

statement which you made in this same area. I come from a rural 
State, and we do not see many of the problems which are seen else­
where in this country. But I did serve as a shore patrol officer in

28-

teenage pregnancy rate to the fact that in 3 years in this school, 
they did not have a pregnancy, they did not have an abortion, and 
they did not have a dropout . , . ,

So in that sense—but you know, we are talking about isolated 
schools now—but as I said, it is very difficult for 24 schools to im­
pact the statistics of a whole State. So I am not proud of my record, 
but I do feel that I have increased the awareness of the citizens of

Arkansas—and she has been here to testify, and she is just won­
derful. But it is that kind of a relationship that must be developed 
with our children. The magic is not putting a building - 
there and saying there is the clinic. The magic is for all

school, there was a commitment from the health department, and 
there was a commitment to make a difference for their cnildren 
That is why I feel that we have to have commitment from every­
body in the community. The magic is not the dime. In that clinic, 
we probably have one of the best school health nurses in this coun­
try, as far as I am concerned—she is certainly one of the best in 

a ____ J Kam i-o foof-rfv QRA IS UlSt WOO-

with respect to the prostitutes. It obviously is an extremely sen­
sitive area because of its relationship to abortion, but if you could 
explain so that someone in Vermont might understand, why you 
would feel it necessary to utilize the Norplant for prostitutes who 
are drug addicts, and why that versus teaching safe sex and those 
kinds of things are not possible.

Dr. ELDERS. Yes, Senator. Thanks for asking me that. I was 
asked on a TV show would I support Norplant tor a drug-abusing 
woman, someone who was drug-addicted and was a prostitute. And 
my answer was that I would very much support Norplant for that 
woman so that she would not become pregnant and have a drug-

And Senator, obviously what I would most like is one, that she 
not be addicted; second, I would certainly like for her not to have 
to use sex to get money to buy drugs. I would like for us to have 
treatment centers for these women. But sometimes we don't have
to use sex to get money to buy drugs. 1 would tore tor us w nave 
treatment centers for these women. But sometimes we dont have

ols now—but as I said, it is very difficult for 24 schools to im- 
the statistics of a whole State. So I am not proud of my record.

Arkansas- I feel they are committed to working with their children, 
and I feel that in that community that I talked about, there was 
a commitment from the church, there was a commitmen* from the
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baum and I believe that Dr. Elders’ answers are truthful, and that

CC ^amination report find that anv directors of NBA en- 
practices that violated national banking laws regarding ei-

inations reported by die OCC and the president of th* 
j advised that all directors were cited in the examins

-

Now rd^likejo go Uirou^h these questions. You 1

portant to hear you out on those particular questions. 
[The letter referred to may be found in the appendix.]

and the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, and we can con­
firm that Dr. Elders is not the target of any further investigation. 

>tions. You have written to 
„  i our questions,

and we will make the letter part of the record, but I think it is im-

The CHAIRMAN. Question number one: Was the National Bank of 
Arkansas, NBA, ever subject to a formal enforcement action under 
12 U.S.C., Section 1818?

Dr. Elders. The National Bank of Arkansas was subject to a for­
mal enforcement action under 12 U.S.C., Section 1818, in the form 
of a formal written agreement between the Comptroller of the Cur­
rency and the board of directors of the bank.

The CHAIRMAN. Did an officer of the Comptroller of the Currency 
in the OCC examination report find that any directors of NBA en­
gaged in practices that violated national banking laws regarding ei- 
ther safety and soundness, or criminal activity?

Dr. Elders. I was briefed at board meetings on the content of 
PTaminatians reported by die OCC and the president of the board. 
I was advised that all directors were cited in the examination re­
port as having violated national banking laws and safety and 
soundness laws relating to their failure to supervise bank manage­
ment I was advised that the examination report did not find their 
activities to be criminal.

The Chairman. Did any of the directors of NBA, including your- 
self, receive letters of reprimand from the OCC?

Dr. ELDERS. I received a letter of reprimand solely in my capacity 
as a member of the board of directors of the NBA. I believe that 
ocher directors who served on the board also received letters of rep­
rimand.

The Chairman. Well, that is my understanding that all the other 
members did. Now, f also understand. Dr. Elders, that there was 
some consideration of assessing civil penalties against the board of

cured, and then I would like for her to have as many babies as she 
would like.

Senator Jeffords. Thank you.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Thank you very much. Senator Jeffords. We ap­

preciate your questions.
Senator Kassebaum and I submitted

taming to her tenure as director of the 
of Arkansas, and she has responded. And, Dr. Elders, at least I am 
going to get into the four or five areas that have been raised since 
the time of your nomination, and then go back to some of the public 
health issues, which I am most ea^er to hear you out further on.

Dr. Elders has responded in writing to those questions. In addi­
tion, the FBI was directed to conduct an independent review of the 
relevant Comptroller of the Currency documents, which are not

I was

soundness laws relating to their failure to supervise bank manage­

activities to be criminal.
. 

self, receive letters of reprimand
Dr. Elders. I received a letter

questions to Dr. Elders per- 
_____D  board of the National Bank 
nf Arkansas, and she has responded. And, Dr. Elders, at least I 
going to get into the four or five areas that have been raised si

i issues, which I am most ea^er to hear you out further on. 
Elders has responded in writing to those questions. In addi- 

directed to conduct an independent review of the

publicly available. Senator Kassebaum and I have been briefed by 
the FBI, and after careful review of the matter, Senator Kasse-

th^r accurate^ reflect the, findings of the^FBL^Senator Kassebaum
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directors’ members by the Comptroller of the Currency, 
it is dear that the filial decision was. merely to give the

gaged was ever cited specifically in any examination report
The Chairman. And were the directors ever informed by examin-

tiny, than anyone else.
- The Chairman. If the directors received such

i

1

The Chairman. So you did take advantage of it but as I under­
stand from your answer, the requirements tor the loan were the ex­

personnel who were all career employees of OCC;
tee made a recommendation which resulted in a letter sent by the 
director of bank supervision, himself a career employee of the OCC.

ers that the bank management was engaging or had engaged in 
unsafe and unsound banking activities or violations of national 
banking laws?

Dr. Elders. As a result of the examination report, board direc­
tors were informed that bank management had engaged in unsafe 
and unsound banking practices which were in violation of national 
banking law.

The Chairman. And did the directors take action to reasonably 
ensure the activities cited in the OCC reports would not continue?

Dr. Elders. I believe that although the examiners acknowledged 
that remedial actions were taken, the examiners did not view those 
actions as sufficient to correct activities of bank management. Thus 
a letter of reprimand was issued by the OCC to me and other direc­
tors.

The Chairman. Are you the target of any further investigation? 
Dr. Elders. I believe that I am not the target of any further in-

isting procedures and practices that existed in the bank?
Dr. Elders. That is correct. Senator. As I understood it, even 

now, rather than an extension of credit, we thought it was a lend­
ing cap over which no director could borrow more than that be­
cause of the size of our bank, and if we were ever to have a loan, 
it had to be subject to the same scrutiny, probably even more scru-

i an extension of 
credit, was this decision ever cited or criticized by bank examiners?

. However, 
, „ ie directors

a warning in the form of a reprimand and impose no civil fines.
I just want to make the point that the decision to impose only 

a reprimand was made by a committee of senior bank supervision 
; that the commit-

The decision was made prior to the installation of the new Comp­
troller of the Currency under the Clinton administration. Is that 
your understanding?

Dr. Elders. Yes, that is my understanding.
The Chairman. Was any of your conduct cited specifically in any 

examination report?
Dr. Elders. I believe that no conduct in which I personally en-

The Chairman. We have made independent inquiry, and you are

Did the board grant each director a $200,000 extension of credit? 
Dr. Elders. The minutes of the board of directors’ meeting indi­

cated that the directors were given an extension of credit up to

matic loan approval in that each loan was subject to die usual

The Chairman. Are you the target of any further investigation? 
Dr. Elders. I believe that I am not the target of any further i- 

vestigation.
The Chairman. We have made independent inquiry, and you are 

not a target

Dr. Elders. The minutes of the board of directors’ meeting indi­
cated that the directors were given an extension of credit up to 
$230,000. This extension of credit was not construed by me as auto-

I ab-
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credit

Senator Dodd. Well, I would recommend, unless my colleagues 
object, that you go through the questions now. The questions nave 
been raised. I think going through them is worthwhile, and it

you went on with those questions. 
Kassebaum. Well, Mr. Chairman,

Senator Kassebaum. So you are going on now?

if^ou wmt to yield, fll just finish those particular items, and then

Senator Kassebaum. So you are going on now?
The Chajbman. No. I am going to recognize you for 15 minutes, 

and then when you have concluded. Bl take 15 minutes over here 
and continue on these issues. Generally speaking, what we have 
done in the past is, on those matters which are of general interest 
to both the Republicans and the Democrats, go through those mat-

and continue on these issues. Generally speaking, what we have 
rs which are of t

ary issues in some detail. Maybe there are members who want to 
ask some questions about that-----

Senator Dodd. Mr. Chairman, how long would that take? How 
much time are you talking about?

The Chairman. Probably another 15 minutes.

by the other members of the board of directors to myself 
Chairman. Does the Comptroller of the Currency have to ap- 
or sign off on any settlement agreement involving litigation 

alleging allegations of Federal banking laws?
Dr. Elders. Not to my knowledge,-no.
The Chairman. OK. My time has expired. In the next round, I 

will go into both the Social Security issues and the “double-dip” sal-

proval by the board of any loan that you had requested?
Dr. Elders. I recused myself from voting on the e-------------

y * * * * * ~

The
prove or sign off on any settlement agreement involving litigation 

‘ ig allegations of Federal banking laws?

Dr. Elders. No, sir.
The Chairman. Did you ever borrow money from the NBA during 

the time you were a member of the board?
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. What was the purpose of such loans?
Dr. Elders. I borrowed from the bank on various occasions 

under terms and conditions available to all borrowers. The purpose 
of the loans was primarily for commercial ventures, including the 
purchase of real estate.

The Chairman. Did you ever borrow any money from the bank 
at preferential rates not offered to other borrowers during the time 
you were a member of the board?

Dr. Elders. No, sir.
The CHAIRMAN. Did you recuse yourself from discussion or ap­

proval by the board of any loan that you had requested?
Dr. Elders. I recused myself from voting on the extension of

should be donewith some sort of continuity.
Senator Wellstone. Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. Senator Wellstone.
Senator Wellstone. I think that certainly makes sense to me. 

I would like to say that I have to leave a httle earlier this after­
noon because of the crop damage in Minnesota, but it would be fine 
with me if you went on with those questions.

Senator Kassebaum. Well, Mr. Chairman, let me say—and I 
think Senator Durenberger has some of the same problems, and he 
will have to leave—I would suggest that some of us can stay later, 
and we can go back through those questions.

Senator Mkulskl I volunteer to stay later.
Senator Kassebaum. And Fll be here later.
The Chairman. Td be glad, therefore, at least with the under­

standing on this side, that when the time comes back to this side.
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ters in soma, detail first and then divide up the time in terms of

wld suggest that it calk for^for^ou an opportunity to ad-

in Arkansas. I think we are all concerned about the tragedy 
teenage pregnancy, younger people and their health, and the p<teenage pregnancy, younger people and their health, ana me pov­
erty and lack of education that go with that-—but you and I are 
about the same age. We were in hi A school in the forties, andit 
was not a major issue then. I, frankly, would never have thought 
of anyone discussing condoms in the high school It would have 
been beyond my imagining and my parents’.

What do you think has caused the difference today?
Dr. Elders. Senator, I think there are perhaps several factors 
iat have influenced the difference. First of all, teenage pregnancy

iroxi-

fe.

What do you think has caused the difference today?
Dr. Elders. Senator, I think there are perhaps several factors 

that have influenced the difference. First of all, teenage pregnancy 
has really been with us forever-----

Senator Kassebaum. But not in any way in the numbers that it
13 DtJLders. Well, one of the things is that there were more teen­
age marriages years ago, so there were fewer unmarried—they 
were iust far more likely to get married. So that is one thing.

The other thing, Senator, is that children are going into puberty 
earlier. The average age of puberty, let’s say, years ago, was 17; 
100 years ago, it was 17 years. And it has been droppmg about 4 
months every 10 years.

ator, is television. Everything is on television.
that there are more women who work. We think that appr 
mately 70 percent of our teenage pregnancies occur between 3 and 
5 in the afternoon after our children have gotten home.

So I feel that all of those are factors which are contributing. The 
other thing that is a problem is that our children are growing poor­
er, and we know that children who are poor are three times more 
likely to become teenage parents. In the 1970’s, one in seven of our

So I now recognize Senator Kassebaum.
Senator Kassebaum. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Dr. Elders, welcome. As Surgeon General, the role really calls for 

the Surgeon General to be the recognized spokesman for the Na­
tion’s health and to put forward an agenda for the public on the 
priorities of health caie and pub1;c health. In many ways, you are 
the Nation’s top doctor. .

I would suggest that it calls forth for you an opportunity to ad­
dress those issues that you have alreacty spoken to that you be­
lieve—and I think we would all believe—have great importance. 
Also, I think it requires a responsibility to bring a consensus of 
support together for those initiatives in addressing the concerns 
that you would have as the Surgeon General.

Certainly, as has been mentioned, your dedication and ycrar per­
severance in obtaining an education and all that you strived to get 
that, keeping that goal in sight, must be an inspiring lesson to all 
students. I think that is something .that is important to young peo­
ple today, to recognize that goals can be achieved and that it does 
require a certain amount of dedication and perseverance on the
Prwoiflde]Ke to explore some questions with you, but first just to 

ack—as Senator Jeffords asked—about the teenage pregnancy rate 
in Arkansas. I think we are all concerned about the tragedy of 
teenage pregnancy, younger people and their health, and the pov-

pie today, to recognize that goals can be achieved and that 
require a certain amount of dedication and perseverance



guess is that also, your family, your parents were), because my guess is that also, your family, your parent 
sure tnM gou were eitherworkin^or going to school.

precisely what the nature of this interest was?
Dr. Elders. Senator, the owner of Mercy Nursing Home,

thing, it was more than $12,000. So that really, I have no financial
Home is nowinterest in Mei

life. So it

■
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Public H&Jth Service? hi^our role, wifi you^also^h^ prevent un-

 Dr. Elders. I certainly will. Senator. I think that what we are 
going to try and do is all work together to try to stop having our 
programs being quite so fragmented and really try to build

, and to get 
it is very frignt- 

: in Arkansas, Senator—in

Senator Kassebaum. Is it true that—I have understood that the 
role, perhaps, for the Surgeon General may be changed, and that 
there is going to be a coordination of activities across the entire

ons trying to find us.
Senator Kassebaum. Will you be reporting to Dr. Lee or Sec­

retary Shalala?
Dr. Elders. Yes, ma’am, to both, to Dr. Lee and to Dr. Shalala.
Senator Kassebaum. I would like to ask a question that has 

come up about the Mercy Nursing Home. Your financial disclosure 
form in 1989 for the State of Arkansas indicated you had a finan­
cial interest of between $1,000 and $12,500 in the Mercy Nursing 
Home, which is located in_ North Little Rock. Could you explain

r   , I lived
with her mother, and fhad known the family, and Twerked at that 
nursing home when I was a student I had no financial interest I 
think on that form, what you have to say is if you received—it real- 

s to money—if you received more than $1,000, so that

I lived with her mother.
was more to i..
mately an hour on Saturdays.

Senator Kassebaum. And you say you lived with the mother of 
the owner?

Dr. Elders. When I went to college, for a year, yes, ma’am.

ly relates to money—if you received more than $1,000, so that 
block that was checked was more than $1,000. And then the other

 ircy Nursing Home. .Mercy Nursing Home is now 
dosed. It was sold to others in, I think probably the end of 1989. 
So I was the medical director; I worked there for the woman,_and 

ter mother. They had been friends all my 1_‘------
appease them, and I was really there for approxi-
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children was poor, and we know now it is one in five. And in the 
South, Senator, it is one in four. And when we look at our minority 
children, it is one in two. So that is a real problem.

Senator Kassebaum. It is a real problem. I know that I was just 
curious from the experiences in the time frame in which we grew 
up, because my guess is that also, your family, your parents were 
making sure that you were either working or going to school.

Dr. Elders. Well, Senator, we had no choice.
Senator Kassebaum. Well, but that’s a major difference today, 

don’t you agree?
Dr. Elders. Oh, yes; oh, yes, ma’am. I do not disagree with that 

Our children had jobs. We were busy. We were involved in many 
other things. This is why I feel that we have got to start looking
at waySftx^involve ourjroun^ people, ou^youth^in activities^to get

kind of leaving them out there for the drug kingpins,
involved with alcohol and many other things, and it is 
ening to me for our bright young people i 
this whole country. But I see them.

I./I
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you tell us who has the responsibility?
•seer of the nursing homes is the Depart 
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Oeiiaujr AAoatDAUfli. x/r. Xjiucid, * wuuiu ias omp
health aspect. I know it may seem as if it is nitpicking sometimes 
to go at these questions regarding financial interests and so forth.

On the school-based health clinics, you nave spoken aj 
importa nep of those and that they are determined, based

imiigh the Department of Health. We used some maternal and 
uldhealth funds, other Federal funds, State funds, with the feel­

commitment for the And ^^ause^of thalli feel

schools that applied and completed all of the applications to get 
one, based on need, would be funded. And we considered the num­

trying to find a lot of different kinds of things, lit 
of children that they may have involved with drugs.

A
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Senator Kassebaum. Did you feel that having an interest in the 
—;— v----------- :--------------- a confect of interest with your role

how we got started.
What we did was we said we could afford to fund 10 school-based 

clinics. Out of those 10 school-based clinics, we said the first 10

....

ber of children who were on free lunch, the number of dropouts— 
the kinds of things that schools had. We didn’t want diem ninning 
around trying to find a lot of different kinds of things, like the 
number of children that they may have involved with dnigs. Obvi-

nursing home was in any way i
as the director of public health?

Dr. Elders. No. The health department had no relationship to 
nursing homes in Arkansas. We do not approve them, we do not 
inspect them, and neither Medicare nor Medicaid is in the health 
department. So as I said, it was not a financial interest. It was 
payment for services, $4,800 for the year. It was approximately 
$100 an hour.

The Chairman. Would the Senator yield on that point?
Senator Kassebaum. Yes.
The CHAIRMAN. Who does have responsibility? As I understand, 

it is the Department of Hn-man Services and the Attorney General?

The Chairman. Could you tell us who has the responsibility?
Dr. ELDERS. The overseer of the nursing homes is the Depart­

ment of Health and Human Services. They do all of the inspections, 
and of course, the Attorney General, any time there is something 
found wrong or illegal or anything, the Attorney General is in­
volved. But the responsibility is really with the Department of 
Human Services, not with the Department of Health.

Senator Kassebaum. Dr. Elders, I would like to skip back to the

but on the other hand, this happens to all nominees, and I think 
it is absolutely essential that the record be perfectly dear.

On the school-based health clinics, you nave spoken about the 
importance of those and that they are determined, based on local 
school districts and local school boards. Now, is the decision wheth­
er to have them or not made by the local school district?

Dr. Elders. That’s correct
Senator Kassebaum. And then the State of Arkansas provides 

the funding for those, of course, if the school board decides?
Dr. Ft-hers That’s correct—the State of Arkansas, primarily 

through the Department of Health. We used some maternal and 
child health funds, other Federal funds, State funds, with the feel­
ing that they were really satellites of health departments, so we 
could provide similar services in the school-based clinics that were 
provided in health departments, but the rules were different

Senator Kassebaum. Would you advocate a Federal role in 
school-based clinics?

Dr. Elders. Senator, I feel so strongly about the involvement of 
the community, and I feel that the community needs to make a



Dr. Eldehs. We do have a waiting list Support is growing for 
it We have more schools—but now the schools know we have 24

be here for other rounds. Let me hist say that Senator Gregg sent 
a letter, and he said that he would probably not be able to attend

■■

...

Senator PELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hear- 
_g. While I am confident that Dr. Elders will be an effective advo­
cate of many of our Nation’s most, important health needs, with 
which I am in basic support with you, I do have one concern that

school board had to have a meeting and pass
was before they could even apply—pass a resolution that they 
wanted a school-based clinic. It had to be an open meeting, and it

questions to Dr. Elders for the record, and in my absence, he would 

The Chairman. That is certainly agreeable.
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ously, we wanted it to be in jthe Areas of greatest need. Then, that 
1 a resolution—and this

that that was a frequent thing that they did not want to do—but 
that was fine; that was what they decided.

But then let’s say for the schools that have reproductive health, 
-iu as a parent could say, “I don’t want my child to even use the

I have expressed to you and to Secretary Shalala. That is, the Sur­
geon General’s primary responsibility to my mind is as manager 
and leader of the Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service.

When we first talked about this topic, I think we had a certain 
difference of view on this, but in view of your statement this morn­
ing, I was delighted to hear that you share my enthusiasm for the 
Public Health Service.

had to be advertised in advance.
Following that, the school board then could decide—let’s say the 

resolution was passed—then the school board would decide what 
they wanted in their clinic. And as you can see. if we have 24 clin­
ics, and only four of them have reproductive health, you can see

you as a parent could say, 1 don t want my child to even use the 
clinic”—and that is fine; they could not get any services at the clin­
ic Or, you could say, “I don’t want ray child to have reproductive 
health, but I would like him to have everything else.” Then, they 
could have everything else, but they could not have reproductive 
health in the school-based clinic.

we did it, and we now have many schools on 
s gone through all the procedures, and 

what they really need is funding. And I think if Federal funds were 
available involving local control. Senator, and they knew that they 
had an opportunity to get the funds, that you would have many 
schools—I would say that in Arkansas, you would probably get SO 
percent of the schools.

Senator Kassebaum. If there were the public health funds in 
Arkansas------

Dr. Elders. If there were funds available to take care of them. 
Senator Kassebaum. I was going to ask you if you had a waiting 

list, and if support was growing for it

school districts on the waiting list, and that we fund them as we 
can. A school district may have 10 or 15 schools, but we are talking 
about 24 different school districts that are on the waiting list

Senator Kassebaum. Mr. Chairman, Fll yield the time and will 
be here for other rounds. Let me just say that Senator Gregg

this afternoon, but he wishes to reserve the right to submit written 
questions to Dr. Elders for the record, and in my absence, he would 
like for me to make this reqeust

The Chairman. That is certainly agreeable.
Senator PelL
Senator PELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding this hear­

ing. While I am confident that Dr. Elders will be an effective advo-

That was the way we did it, and we now have many schools on 
the waiting list who have gone through all the procedures, and 
what they really need is funding. And I think if Federal funds were 
available involving local control. Senator, and they knew that they 
had an opportunity to get the funds, that you would have many 
schools—I would say that in Arkansas, you would probably get SO
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Dr. EtDEFS. I certainly do. Senator.

s to be able to ent 
pie to’ come into the Corps as a part of the overall mam 
We would work with all of the different agencies that w<

- ■> « a.V.V _________ A _ & m______________ —X2
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Lee. But I feel very strongly about the Public
being one of the leaders in that area.

Senator PELL. Just to keep the record straight, I think the line 
of command goes from the Public Health Service through you to 
Dr. Lee, and you are in that line of command.

Dr. Eukbs. And I would like to continue to develop and

Senator PELL. I was much impressed with the force and the

of the Commissioned Corps and how you would handle it and how

Dr. Lee, and you are in that line of command.
Dr. Eukbs. And I would like to continue to develop and move 

the Public Health Service forward.
gon a tor Petj. And what you would be specifically the leader of 

is the Commissioned Corps.
Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir. , „ „
Senator Pell. Is it your intent to wear the uniform, as Dr. Koop 

and Dr. Novell© did?

for those individuals. We would be working, obviously, with the 
States in the many things they are doing especially now in the area 
of flood control. I think that we would need to be able to respond 
very quickly and immediately. We would like to be able to continue 
to work with the Department of Defense to coordinate health serv­
ices and health activities for all of the different branches. And obvi-

you intend to load it. I am particularly concerned because the Pub­
lic Health Service used to man the vessels, the cutters we were on 
in World War H, and I have since watched the work of the Public 
Health Service.

Dr. Eldebs. Senator, as leader of the Public Health Service
Corps and all the many bright young physicians and people who 
are part of the Corps, the 11 different groups that are part of the 
Corps, I would hope to be able to encourage and recruit more peo­
ple to come into the Corps as a part of the overall management. 

_  _ Jifferent agencies that we are re­
quired to work with—with the Department of Transportation, espe­
cially in regard to the Coast Guard and providing health services

ferent agencies, and we would like to continue to be able to have 
the Commissioned Corps as one of the real leaders in the Public 
Health Service. , „, ,   .

I have met many of these wonderful people who are part of the 
Corps, and I have been very impressed with their dedication. Noth­
ing is better than for a nation to have a ready, available service 
of trained people that you can call on when you need them. I think 
the recent flood is one more example of the kinds of things that 
they need to do.

Senator PELL. But do we concur in the fact that your prune re­
sponsibility is as the leader of the Public Health Service, and the 
other duties are ancillary to it?

Dr. Eldebs. My primary responsibility, Senator, will be as an ad­
vocate for health services and certainly as a leader. I think Dr. Lee 
at the present time—and I would report to Dr. Lee, but I would 
certainly be his advocate—is kind of considered the prime leaderof 
the Public Health Service, and I would respond and report to Dr. 
T-ee But I feel verv stroncdv about the Public Health Service and
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Koop and Novello took their lead in the past.
Dr. Euxrs. Yes, sir. In feet, the tobacco

luck to you 
Corus. I am

Thank yo

the committee’s prerogative mid a^ropriate ^r^11

V

Dr. Eiders. Yes, sir. I could do nothing less. I tnink violence and 
accidents are getting to be very high killers of our bright yumg

J

oking at those records, I think, was appropriate.
Now, we have received some, but not all Most of what 

either very late last night or early this morning, which 
’t give us adequate time to go over them. Hower^r,

tions. Another committee on which I serve was marking up its bill, 
the Armed Services Committee, and we got right to the end, and 
we always save the most contentious, controversial issues for the 
end, so I was tom between the two. So if I repeat anything, I apolo­
gize; I don’t intend to.

Dr. Elders. I understand.
Senator Coats. I would like to pursue a number of questions. 

First of all, I want to ask you a couple of questions about the finan­
cial records. You understand and I think agreed that it was within

------ --------------- -----------,---------to

, , „ not received those financial
records, and the reason why we wanted to receive those financial 
records was for the purpose of dealing with the questions and alle­
gations that had been raised relative to your financial affairs. So 
looking at those records, I think, was appropriate.

Now, we have received some, but not all. Most of what we re­
ceived was l  .  
really didn’t give us adequate time

Senior PELL. A similar question is in connection with discourag­
ing tobacco use amongst our children, which is again where Drs. 
Koop and Novello took their lead in the past. 

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir. In feet, the tobacco industry has already 
been very concerned about some things that I have said in regard 
to the tobacco industry, and Senator, we have to be concerned 
when we realize the number of people that are dying as a result 
of lung cancer and the high cost—$64 Mlion—on our health care 
system. So yes, I will be out there fitting against not only ciga­
rette smoking, but against smokeless tobacco or any other use of 
tobacco especially for our young people.

Senator Pell. I want to thank you for your answers, and good 
luck to you in your role as commanding officer of the Commissioned 
Corps. I am sure you will do a fine job. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Dr. Elders. Thank you very much. Senator.
The Chairman. Thank you. Senator Pell. 
Senator Coats.
Senator Coats. Thank you, Mr. Chairman
Dr. Elders, I apologize for not being here—I was here for your 

statement, but I apologize for not being here for the opening ques- 

Dr. Elders. Senator, I definitely plan to wear the uniform. As 
she was getting ready to leave office. Dr. Novello told me that you 
never know when somebody is going to drop in and want a picture 
with the Surgeon General, so you have to always be prepared. And 
with that, yes, sir, I plan to wear the uniform.

Senator Dodd. You could get one of those cardboard cutouts. 
[Laughter.]

Senator PELL. Another question—despite the years of nationwide
attention that fee dangers of feunk dri\^^ have received, many of

tinue the work of your two predecessors in this regard?
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir. I could do nothing less. I think

people, and we must workjwifejevm^one to try to reduce drinking
you^^g ... ... ... ..



question has been raised relative to failure to pay Social Security 
taxes that were due, and we do not have the records to-

paid.

All right The^nuraK^arrangement, Senator, w^as

Senator Coats. And who hired Audrey Ruffin? 
Dr. Elders. My father-in-law, Oliver Elders, Senior.

T
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records which go to this whole question about the Social Security 
payments would necessarily come from your tax returns, and my 

! tax returns

nized a modicum of privacy, particularly
volve another person and are not directly related to the nominee. 

Any question that you have with regard to her taxes or Social Se-

I

Senator Coats. And where did she work?
Dr. Elders. She worked taking care of my mother-in-law at my 

house.
Senator Coats. And she was a private nurse?
Dr. Elders. She was a home health aide, and that was her pri­

mary responsibility. She worked about 6 to 7 hours per day. I

Senator Coats. I understand that. I guess my-;—
The Chairman. Would the Senator yield on this issue? Under the 

practice of this if the Senator is interested in having a
briefing from either the IRS or Social Security on the details of

curity, you will be briefed in as much detail as you would like. The 
FBI nas made available to us their conclusions on this matter.

So we should have some perspective on this issue. The onhr time 
we Haw HaH complete tax information was from Secretary Lamar 
Alexander, who voluntarily supplied it

Senator Coats. I understand that Mr. Chairman.

these matters, any member of the committee, and any member of 
the Senate is permitted to have that briefing. But we have recog- 

* ' • - ’ when tfcg documents in-

swered no, and that is the end or toe question.
Dr. Elders. Right
Senator Coats. I do, then, have some questions relative to that 

.Social Security issue that I think we ought to clarify so we can put 
this issue to rest It obviously has been an issue in other nomina­
tions on payment of this tax, and in that it has been such a promi­
nent issue, I think it would be important to get some answers for 
the record if I could.

Could you describe for us the nursing arrangement that you and/ 
or your husband established for your mother-in-law?

Dr. Eiders. All right The nursing arrangement. Senator, was 
initially established by my father-in-law to take care of his wife, 
and we continued those arrangements. My husband had power of 
attorney, and he paid this nurse most of the time, but I did pay 
her sometimes.

Senator Coats. Was that Audrey Ruffin?
Dr. Elders. Yes.

_jxes that were due, and we do not have the records to—
Dr. Elders. The Social Security, Senator, was for my mother-in- 

law; it was filed on my mother-in-law’s returns. I do not feel that

understanding is you have declined to make those
available. Is that a correct understanding?

Dr. Elders. That is correct. Senator.
Senator Coats. Do you feel that that is appropriate in that a

ipiete tax inion 
oluntarily supp] 
I understand t

My question was do you plan to submit them or not, and you an- 
vered no, and that is the end of the question.
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essary things, and put her in the chair, because we were trying to

•. Elders. Senator, I caught planes at 6:45 in the morning I 
Id get my mother-in-law up, bathe her, feed her, and put her

dally during the summer, would come and take my children and 
keep them tor a month, and take them to Disneyworld and places.

I was doi

I

I

J

Bet g) each nwrning an^before I wouldjgo to worK get my

. ''  . " '  , „ • 
use just one person. And I would care for my mother-in-law on toe 
weekend. But Ms. Ruffin was there every day, and she took excel-

Senator Coats. Did you and/or your husband basically dictate 
her responsibilities and the hours that she was to——

Dr. Elders. That had really, as I said, been arranged by my £a- 
ther-in-Lw, and we kept that arrangement I was gone when Ms. 
Ruffin came; I was already at work. She left before I got hone. 
So

Senator Coats. If you were going to travel at a different tine, 
or leave earlier or leave later, did you have——

Dr. ~ J ' ’
would get my mother-in-law up.  
in the chair-----

Senator Coats. I understand that.
Dr. Elders. —because the most important thing for me was that 

she was very comfortable.
Senator Coats. I understand that. Dr. Elders.
Dr. ELDERS. This was a woman wh?, when my children were 

very small, and i was having to work very long, hard hours, espe-

lent care ofjny mother-in-law, and that was her only job.

her responsibilities and the hours that she was to-
had really, as I said, been arranged by my to- 
kept that arrangement I was gone when Ms.

Senator Coats. You misunderstand my question, Dr. Elders. 
Dr. Elders. Oh, Tm sorry.
Senator Coats. I perhaps did not State it clearly.
Dr. Elders. Oh, Tm sorry. I thought you said when I was 

going-----
Senauir Coats. I think it is very admirable what you did, and 

I can appreciate the difficulty of doing that, and I can find------
Dr. Elders. I never considered it a difficulty. Senator. I felt that

And every summer, she would keep my children for a month for 
me, for a rest Senator Coats. Dr. Elders, I------

Dr. Elders. So now, I don’t have any problems taking care of 
her.

Senator Coats. I understand that
 Dr. Elders. And yes, when I left at 6 in the morning-----

Senator Coats. You misunderstand my question, Dr. Elders. 
Dr. Elders. Oh, Tm sorry.
Senator Coats. I perhaps did not State it clearly. 
Dr. Elders. Oh, Tm sorry. I thought you said when I was

~ Sena-or Coats. I think it is very admirable what you did, and 
" doing that, and I can find——

I was doing-----
Senator Coats. I am trying to be sympathetic, empathetic.
Dr. Elders. Well, I don’t want you to be sympathetic. [Laugh- 

ter.J I am telling you that-----
The Chairman. She doesn’t need it; that’s what she’s telling you. 
Dr. ELDERS. —this is something I have done with pride because 

she did it for me.
Senator Coats. My question was could you have called up Au­

drey Ruffin and said, “Audrey, I have to leave at 6:45. Could you 
come earlier today*—or tomorrow—were you able to do that, or did 
you do that?

Dr. Elders. Now that I am here. Senator, and my husband is 
here, too, Andrey Ruffin is taking care of my mother-in-law.
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Dr. Eldebs. Well, I guess Tm saying-----
The Chairman. Could you restate it, Dan? I am trying to follow

The Chairman. Did you consult with a lawyer about your moth- 
-in-law’s taxes to get advice as to.whether she could take a medi-

»
j

1

r

Senator Coats. I understand that, but my question is who made 
the arrangements for Audrey Ruffin, in terms of what time she 
would show up for work and how long she would have to stay?

Dr. Elders. That had really been prearranged by my father-in- 
law. She always looked good, and she was always well taken care 
of, so I didn't see her. And I know it sounds-----

Senator Coats. OK. Let me go on to another question. I am not 
able to State that with sufficient clarity. Did Audrey Ruffin ever 
live with you?

Dr. Elders. No, sir.
Senator COATS. Was she paid by checks drawn from your joint 

checking account with your husband?
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
Senator Coats. Have you ever signed a check or made payments; 

to Audrey Ruffin for services received?
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
Senator Coats. Have you ever signed a check or made payments 

for services rendered to Leona—excuse me—maybe it is divine 
intervention; maybe I am not supposed to ask these questions. 
Now, is Leona Elders your mother-in-law?

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir, she is my mother-in-law.
Senator Coats. She is your mother-in-law. All right Now, is it 

true that Social Security and unemployment taxes were not with­
held from Ms. Ruffin’s wages while she was in your employ?

Dr. Elders. That’s correct
Senator Coats. And were Federal and State taxes withheld from 

her salary?
Dr. Elders. No, sir.
Senator Coats. Did either you or your husband consult with a 

lawyer or tax expert regarding your mother-in-law taking a deduc­
tion for services which she did not pay? Did you ever contact a law­
yer or a financial consultant or a banker to try to understand what 
the arrangements were?

Dr. Elders. No, sir. Senator, I------
Senator Coats. I am not commenting on whether this------ 

it myself.
Senator Coats. Did either you or your husband consult with a 

lawyer or a tax expert regarding your mother-in-law taking a de­
duction for services for which she did not pay? In other words, on 
your mother-in-law’s return-----

I— — — - ’ -

er-in-law’s taxes to get advice-------------------------------------------
cal deduction?

Senator Coats. Or any other deduction.
Dr. Elders. No, sir. Well, our tax accountant handled that, and 

this was------
Senator Coats. You didn’t raise the question with them.
Dr. Elders. No, sir.
Senator Coats. When did you realize that what was done here 

was a violation of the law in terms of not paying the taxes?



Dr. Eldehs. Well, Senator, I did not get into all the details of 
personnel policy at the Department of Health.

duty nurses really are independent consultants or indepenc 
tractors, and they handle their own—you pay them a fixed

husband’s combined salary with yours. Was that an accurate state­
ment? Was that a fact, that you could not afford to pay the taxes

to answer.
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Dr. Elders. Well, Senator, I guess even

i

Dr. Elders. Well, Senator, I guess even today, I don’t feel that 
it was a violation of the law in regard to me. but I think it was 
an error that was made in that my husband didn’t pay.

J

Senator Coats. So you were not aware then that there were cer­
tain legal responsibilities relative to tax payments and so forth to 
private nurses.

Dr. Elders. Senator, it was my understanding—and this had 
been some of our understanding in regard to this—that private­
duty nurses really are independent consultants or independent con­
tractors, and they handle their own—you pay them a fixed amount, 
and—■ ■

Senator Coats. Your husband, when asked why he failed to 
withhold the taxes, said it was because he couldn't afford to pay 
them; yet there has been a lot written about your salary and your

Senator Coats. Well, whether we agree with the law or not, the 
law states that it is a violation. Did you at some point realize that 
it was a violation of the law as written?

Dr. Elders. Well, I guess the past few weeks, I guess I did. 
When we found out, we paid it, but it was not a violation, I don’t 
think, for me.

Senator Coats. But you did at some point realize that the law 
had been violated relative to the taxes and Social Security.

Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Coats. As the director of a State health department, 

were you familiar with the practices and procedures for luring pri­
vate nurses?

J

on the nurse hired to take care of your mother-in-law?
Dr. Elders. Senator, I would not like to answer in regard to 

what my husband said, because I didn’t hear him make that state­
ment

Senator Coats. Well, could I have your opinion as to whether or 
not you thought you and your husband had sufficient income to pay 
the taxes?

Dr. Elders. Tm sure. Senator, we would have—you know, you 
always have sufficient income to do what you have to do.

Senator Coats. Well, I guess my question goes to whether or not 
you thought you were supposed to pay the taxes, or you thought 
that you just did not have enough money to pay the taxes.

Dr. Eiders. Senator, again, these were my mother-in-law’s 
tOTPS ■ ■

Senator Coats. Dr. Elders, listen, I can-----
’Hie Chairman. Let her answer. She is trying
Senator Coats. Well, it wasn’t answering the question I asked, 

but Fl! be patient
The Chairman. She is entitled to give any answer if she can an­

swer, the question as it has been phrased.
Senator Coats. I am sorry, Dr. Elders. I didn’t mean to interrupt 

you.
Dr. Elders. Well, I guess what I was really saying was these are 

really my mother-in-law’s taxes. There is my husband, and he has
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1985, Leona Elders executed power of attorney 
lt Oliver Elders. Leona is your mother-m-law. Is

DtjIwees. Yes, sir, that’s correct
The Chaibman. Now, your mother-in-law and your father-m-Iaw 

ramp to live in your home.
Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir. ,

I understand it, in 
in favor of her son, 
that
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two sisters. Our agreement was that he would take care of what 
needed to be done with his parents. I was not involved m their fi­
nancial affairs. His mother-m-law had funds that I know that we
P^Vwwi^t not involved in thar day-to^iay^affaira^MgbeJ

home.
Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir.
The Chairman The parents of your husband.
The^CSASf^’^d they were the people who “w^al^ estai>' 

lished a relationship with Audrey Ruffin; is that correct?

ders’funds. .
^e^friSrAN So the funds that you are talking about were ac­

tually the funds of your mother-in-law------
t^t your husband had access to, and he used 

those funds to pay for this attendant

when you signed checks, you signed che^s 
for that amount of money—even though it is a iomt account>-that 
amount of money that belonged to your mother-m-law; is that 

right?

Elders moved into your home with you and your husbani Now 
of 1988, O.B. Elders, your father-m-law, hired Ms.

ease.
O.B. Elders arranged to pay Ms. Ruffin 

without Social Security taxes, and shortly thereafter, O.B. Elders

died; is that right? e
Dr. Rr ngns That is correct, sir.
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i parents. Now, I love my wife’s parents, too, I just want to 
tnat dear; I don’t know whether they are out there watch­

ing—[Laughter.]
Oliver Elders

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. These were your husband’s parents.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. You love them as family, but they are your hus­

band’s 
make I

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The CHAIRMAN. And recently, your husband Oliver acknowledged 

that he was obligated to withhold the Social Security.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.

now acknowledges that he was obligated to with­
hold the Social Security tax, and he has paid approximately 
$15,000 in back taxes to the IRS.

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. OK. You never took any kind of deduction in 

your taxes to ihe best of your knowledge.
Dr. Elders. No, sir.
The Chairman. Not even to th? best of your knowledge—you 

didn’t take any.
Dr. Elders. No, sir. Her taxes were filed as Leona Elders every 

year.
The Chairman. But you never took any.
Dr. Elders. No, sir.
Senator Coats. Well, did you and your husband file a joint re­

turn?
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
Senator COATS. Did that tax return reflect any deductions that 

were tsJcen?
Dr. Elders. Not for Leona Elders.
Senator Coats. There were no deductions taken for Leona Elders 

on the joint return filed by you and your husband.
Dr. Elders. For us, no, sir.
The Chairman. Well, I thank you. We have other questions, but 

Fl! come back to them.
I yield the remaining time. Senator Metzenbaum.
Senator Metzenbaum. Dr. Elders, Tm not sure what we are here 

about, whether we are here about whether you ought to be Surgeon 
General, or whether your husband should have paid Social Security 
taxes, but I understand the questions, and I respect my colleagues’ 
inquiry along that line.

I must say for myself that I think there has been more to-do 
about this whole question of the Social Security taxes than maybe 
has been warranted, and I really want to be sure you are a law- 
abiding citizen, which I am confident everybody agrees you are. 
Senator Hatfield speaks up for you. Senator Boren speaks up for 
you. Representative Lambert speaks up for you and knows you 
well.

And I think that we can sometimes get diverted. I am a little bit 
concerned that nobody cares too much about taxes and the banking 
situation, which I have looked into, and I am satisfied; you have 
a very dean record, and there is no problem about it You got a 
letter from some governmental authorities, but you were just a 
member of the board of directors. There is no question that you 
borrowed money from the bank, that you paid back the money to

say for myself that I think there has been more to-do 
i whole question of the Social Security taxes than maybe

abiding citizen, which I 
Senator Hatfield speaks
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pa hip of being Surgeon General of the United States. Now, to hear 
some of the people who have spoken out for you and to read about 

same way I felt about Dr. C. Everett Koop. I did not vote for him, 
and I made a mistake. And I don’t intend to make that mistake

mistake.

whether you should have gone public or should not have. I dont 
know. Maybe you should have. I am not sure. But I am interested

I speak today in strong 
• U.S. Surgeon General,

j to be the kind 
of teenage preg-

aggressive, aggressive woman, 
figriting some of the problems 

 j f i of children and HIV/AIDS is
th^t^in^to^lve^^tf- The probfem of teenage preg- 

icy is incredible. And whether you made great nrogress or vou 
, progress, everybody has to stand up and salute 
ide we effort. There are some things that you

do that job; you are going to get confirmed, and you are going to 
get confirmed by an overwhelming vote, and I think you are going 

wUi sex, having to do with venereal disease, and having to do with 
nth»r issnas of that kind. But that is their proble

now, and I hope this committee and this Senate does not make that

You are an unbelievably capable, i 
and I think that’s what we need in 
in this country. The whole problem 
not

nancy*is increddilk And whether
did not make great
you for having mau_ —------- —

Then, I read some articles in the paper about the availability of 
condoms and the feet that some of the condoms were defective, and 
whether you should have gone public or should not have. I dont 
know. Maybe you should have. I am not sure. But I am interested 
in the health of the people of this country, and for myself, I am sat-

basically wrong with your integrity, I would have difficulty voting 
for you. I am satisfied that you nave the utmost in integrity. Either 
you have integrity, or you do not, and I have satisfied that you 
nave integrity.

Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator.
Senator Metzenbaum. So then the next question is, are you ca-

The Chairman. Thank you. Senator Metzenbaum.
Senator Dodd. -- .  .
Senator Dodd. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would ask unani­

mous consent that my formal remarks be included in the record. 
The Chairman. Without objection, so ordered.
[The prepared statement oi Senator Dodd follows:]

Prepared Statement of Senator Dodd

Mr. Chairman, I speak today in strong support of President Clin­
ton’s nominee for U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn Elders. De-

^AhTo’ther issu^ of ffiTt kind. But that fe their probfem. I think 

had that privilege before, and I wish you wel
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the Hank, that you didn’t get any special interest rate. I have 
looked into all of those questions, because if there were something 
basically wrong with your integrity, I would have difficulty 
for you. I am satisfied that you nave the utmost in integrity

had that privilege before, and I wish you wefl.
Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator. Fll do the very best that

Joycelyn Elders knows how.
Senator METZENBAUM. Thank you. Good luck.

isfied that you are a" breath of fresh air.'You are going to go in and 
that ioh- vou are going to get confirmed, and you

to do a fantastic job for the health care needs of this country.



Dr. Elders has proven throughout her career as a pediatrid 
and public servant that she will be a strong champion for the pt

fied for thejob. But her distinguished 
story. Dr. Elders is well-known not just

lems.

She knows that to improve health we must also address the related 
problems of drugs, alcoholism, homicide, suicide, accidents, AIDS,

reported in a recent survey that they have had sex.
We cannot ignore these realities and we certainly cannot accept

opponents claim she is a radical with dangei 
iv that she will tarnish the innocence of child 

They say all this, even though Jovcelyn E1C_._‘ —J— Z-----
vanced the health and well being of children.
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spite her numerous qualifications and the many endorsements she 
has received, I fear her confirmation will be contentious. I hope

„ TOUS 

of children. 
Elders’ actions have ad-

7F-

Ith needs in her State and the special needs of youth, 
organizations that take a special interest in these r 
J 2 2 2 22__2 __nety—are quick to point 

out her leadership. She oversaw major public health improvements 
in Arkansas, including improved childhood immunization rates,

she served as director of health for the State 
’ attention to 

‘ . Ar- 
mat­

in Arkansas, including improved childhood immunization rates, 
childhood screening, and prenatal care programs.

Mr. Chairman, our country faces many public health problems— 
an appallingly high infant mortality rate, an AIDS epidemic, low 

mention a few. We 
w ; issues and

bring them the attention they deserve, as was the case with Dr. C. 
Everett Koop.

In my own State of Connecticut, more girls in Hartford have ba-

ford Couraht this week that in the city of New Haven, CT, % of

and teen pregnancy.
For almost 6 years, she served as director of health f 

of Arkansas and became known for her ability to draw 
the health needs in ' 
kansas < „
ters—such as the PTA and the medical socie!

fied for thejob. But her distinguished resume is only part of the 
story. Dr. Elders is well-known not just for her resume but for her 
actions—most important, her willingness to take on difficult prob­
lems.

I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Elders recently. We discussed 
the problems and obstacles faced by our Nation’s youth. We talked 
about a problem of particular concern to me—youth violence. Dr. 
Elders understands the relationship between the high rate of vio­
lence and other social problems.

She knows that health problems and other social ills are linked.

and address them only after the fact. Dr. Elders has expressed her 
commitment to change these sorts of statistics so that our young 
people can finish school, take control of their lives, and hopefully 
break the cycle of poverty.

Dr. Elders’ <. 
ideas. They say
They say all thi

that we can focus on her accomplishments and the promise that 
she offers the country, and not tear apart a nominee with a strong 
commitment to public service.

Dr. Elders has proven throughout her career as a pediatrician 
and public servant that she will be a strong champion for the pub­
lic health of the Nation—particularly for the well being of children. 
Dr. Elders and I share this focus. It is because of the promise that 
she offers to the Nation’s children that I went to the floor last week 
to speak on her behalf.

It is clear to anyone that looks at the many educational and pro­
fessional accomplishments on her resume that she is highly quali- 

„ ‘ ' 1 resume is only part of the 
well-known not just for her resume but for her

rates of immunization, and teen pregnancy—to mention 
need a surgeon general who is willing to tackle difficult

Everett Koop.r , ‘ ‘ ----- -
bies than graduate from high school in a year. I read in the Hart-

10th graders, ¥2 of Sth graders, and more than ¥4 of 6th graders



or dangerous. It is common sense.
Dr. Elders has said that she supports

innocence.
Opponents of Dr. Elders’ nomination will try to make her out to

And what do the people of Arkansas 
ceived the strongest endorsements from
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Dr. Elders ideas and goals are ones that I believe most of us
would agree with. She ^wants to kwo. children healthy by educating 

*° ~ Elders sav

healthier, not to tarnish tneir innocence.

aidhSSTthat Sy^lleagues a«ee, that 
Dr. Elders’ willingness to speak out on difficult issues ana not bow 
to political nressure does not make her extreme. It distinguishes 
her as a leaaer. .  .

well and who are only becoming familiar with 
; is very important to note for 

iur can- 
jt a r  ;r Asso­

ciation of Arkansas and the Arkansas Medical Society. My commis-

with access to primary and preventive care. Dr. Elders saw that 
children weren’t using the Arkansas’ public health clinics, so she 
established clinics in the schools. The clinics reach children who 
otherwise would not have access to health care. This is not radical 
or dangerous. It is common sense.

Dr. Elders has said that she supports age appropriate com­
prehensive health education. Unfortunately, this sensitivity to age 
does not apply to the soap operas and other television shows that 
children can view by simply turning on the television at 3 in the 
afternoon. Dr. Elders recognizes that children get messages about

ily an absolute test, but it is a pretty good 
.j  I am always a little cautious about endors­

ing people who haven’t been endorsed by people that they have 
worked with in the past and who know them. And for those who 
may not know you well and who are
your views in this setting, I think it i-------
the record that over 100 organizations have endorsed yoi 
didary, including such radical groups as the Parent-Teaaiei

iressure does not make her extreme. It distinguishes

'hie most respected institutions have recognized and honored her 
leadership. As of July 9, close to 100 private, private nonprofit, and 
public organizations had endorsed her nomination, including the 
American Medical Association. Both the current and a former com­
missioner of health of my own State of Connecticut have written 
to me in support of Dr. Elders. They know and have worked with 
her and they know the health problems that face Connecticut. They 
believe that the State and the country needs Joycelyn Elders.

And what do the people of Arkansas have to say? She has re­
ceived the strongest endorsements from groups in Arkansas. The 
Arkansas Chapter of the Society for Public Health Education, the 
Arkansas Hospital Association, the Arkansas Medical Society, the 
Arkansas PTA, and the Arkansas Public Health Association all 
have endorsed Dr. Elders.

I look forward to hearing from Dr. Elders this morning and hope 
that this committee will focus on the promise that she oners to the 
Nation, particularly for our youth. I strongly support her nomina­
tion.

Senator Dodd. Dr. Elders, welcome once again to the committee.
I would just point out, Mr. Chairman, and to my colleagues here. 

that I had never met you until you came by the office. I am pleased 
that you took the time to visit .

I always think it’s a pretty good test to go back to one s neigh­
bors, coworkers, friends, or other people who may have known you. 
Not that it is necessarily an absolute test, but it is a -—
one, generally speaking. I am always a little cautious about enc..._
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a similar path 
that. [ think is (
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I have a little difficulty with the way you have articulated some 
views, but that is not the issue here. For those who may be trying

rifle choice. I am glad you accepted the challenge. 1 
have had to go through some of this, but that is what people have 
to do. It is worth it, in my view, in. the end, because I think the

partment of Health and on your previous academic and profes­
sional involvement

I suspect that every one of these organizations that have en­

list _
I think that this is very worthwhile information when trying to 

make judgments based on your almost 6 years of work at the De-

to do. It is worth it, in my view, .
American people are going to come to know you and respect you. 
I think your statement this morning was tremendous, and I am 
confident you’ll do an excellent job..

I made the offer earlier to the chairman to yield my time be-
ST. .... 

you’d care to do, Mr. Chairman.
The Chairman. I would like to do that if it is agreeable.

American people are going to come to know you and respect you. 
I think your statement this morning was tremendous, and I am 
confident you’ll do an excellent job.

ise, and I do want to get back into the other lines of questioning. 
I’ll yield my time to you to complete that cycle, if that is what
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sioner of health and a former commissioner in the State of Con­
necticut who know you, strongly endorse your candidacy. Other 
health organizations in your State have voiced their support—the 
Ut goes on and on.

I think - - - -

dorsed you did^not agree with^everything ^ou did or every word you
I have^a little difficulty with the way you^ave articulated some 

views, but that is not the issue here. For those who may be trying 
to make a judgement call as to whether or not you are competent 
or qualified, I think what is important is whether or not you have 
demonstrated the land of leadership, involvement, and forthright­
ness that is critical in this job. (

I took the floor a week or so ago on your behalf after I had met 
you and talked to you. I decided early on that I wanted to express 
my strong views. And I said at that time that we don’t like to 
admit mistakes up here; Senators are really dreadful at admitting 
that we have cast votes that we would like to have back. There 
have been a few in my 12 years that I would like to have back, and 
one of them is my vote on Dr. C. Everett Koop. I voted against him, 
and I regret it, because he turned out to be one fine Surgeon Gen­
eral

And one of the reasons I got to like him so much—not that I

pregnancy and substance 
in flie true sense of the 
these issues for a 1<

before this committee and the Congress and the American public 
that we had to come to terms with. He turned out to be a terrific 
leader cm these issues. Not that you are going to necessarily follow 
a similar path on views, but you share the same forthrightness 
that I think is critical.

Of course, we are told that you are a radical and dangerous indi­
vidual. I look and I see that you care about such issues as teenage 

abuse. In a sense, those are radical ideas, 
 word, “radical.” We have been ducking 

these issues for a long time, and maybe we need to come to terms 
with them and should have a long time ago. The fact that you have 
brought them up in the State of Arkansas, I think is extremely 
worthwhile.

So I welcome your nomination. I think the President made a ter- 
, I am sorry you

demonstrated the land of leadership, involvement, and forthright-

I took the floor a week or so ago on your behalf after I had met

views. And I said at that time that we don’t like to 
----------------- es i..
that we have cast votes that —-------------------------------------------
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Secnrity issue, your husband had a power 
it’s fends; is that correct?

Hke* yourself to work as consultants before they are actually con­
firmed. In spite of this, you have been accused of some double-dip-

tive judgment on tnis 
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.

ion that he said that what I was doing, there was nothing no 
or anything against it But if I can just tell you what hap-

of the

I said, also performed as special counsel under the 
listrations. Fll put the full letter in the record, and

sspect to incoming Presidential 
Clinton administrations.’

in an intermittent consulting capacity. Moreover, 
five of Federal law, there is no impedunoit to the

officially.
Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Now, on the issue of the alleged double-dip sal-

departmer
appointees in the Keagan, 

“It is to my knowledge c
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Senator Dodl . Ill do that and reserve specific questions. 
The Chairman. There are still a couple of areua; let me go 

through one additional area and then yield to Senator Simon, if 
that is all right.

Finally, on the Social Security issue, your husband had a power 
of attorney for his mother's funds; is that correct?

Dr. Elders. That’s correct, sir.
The Chairman. He was designated with the power of attorney, 

-fficially.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Now, on the issue of the alleged double-dip sal­

ary, my understanding is that it is common for Federal nominees

using earned vacation days. It was in no way—I di 
— double-dipping. If I had left immediately, if I had 

here in January or something of that sort, I would have r' 
a lump sum payment for 60 days. And we reviewed all

TLt the ethics officer for the Department of Health and 

Human Services—who, incidentally, served as an ethics official in 
the Roggan and Bush administrations—already made an authori­
tative judgment on this question?

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Could you share that judgment with us. Dr. El­

ders? Hl put in the record at this time the letter that was sent to 
me as part of the record, but Fll give you an opportunity to respond 
to that question.

[The letter referred to may be found in the appendix.]
Dr. Elders. Senator, in regard to what he said, it was my im­

pression that he said that what I was doing, there was nothing, no 
rule or anything against it But if I can just tell you what hap­
pened, you had vacation days, and we have a rule in Arkansas— 
and I had asked for leave of absence and had been granted leave 
of absence without pay—but you can’t take leave of absence with­
out pay until you have used up all of your vacation days.

So I was using earned vacation days. It was in no way—I did not 
see that as double-dipping. If I had left immediately, if I had come 
here in January or something of that sort, I would have received 
a lump sum payment for 60 days. And we reviewed all of the 
records from Arkansas, and there is no rule against what I have 
d°The Chairman. Fll just put in the record the letter from Jack 

Kress who, as I said, also performed as special counsel under the 
previous administrations. Fll put the full letter in the record, and 
Fll read cartoin parts.

“I therefore have a close working familiarity with the practices 
of two Hahin «>t departments with respect to incoming Presidential 
appointees in the Reagran, Bush and Clinton administrations.

“It is to my knowledge common practice throughout the executive 
branch for incoming Presidential appointees to retain their former 
positions unfit such time as they are confirmed by the Senate.

“Prior to confirmation, such nominees may, however, 1^^ join 
the department in an
from the perspective of Federal law, there is no impediment to tne 
receipt of payments by an intermittent consultant from that per­
son’s current non-Federal employer, for as long as that person re­
mains a special Government employee.”



 r 
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Dr. Eldebs.

dons, even in spite of the fact that 
Lhough you could have been legally 
5 in that particular position.

a

really
need.

ie pre-
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And then it continues, “M. Joycelyn Elders, M.D., began service

on appradmately a 5-day-a-week basis. As of this date, she has

Senator Simon. Indden
I hope you will forgive mi

cal Association, which is anything but a perfunctory letter of en­
dorsement It talks_ about your exceptional leadership, and it is a

Ihe Chairman. Wthout objection^
[The letter referred to may be found in the appendix.]

■' i

as a consultant to HHS on April 18, 1993, on approximately a 2- 
day-a-week basis until July 6, when she began working for HHS 
—n i _ — —   _—.
been employed for approximately 30 workdays.’

There is a legal limit of 130 days.
Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir.

a time-honored precedent to permit a consultant fee during that pe­
riod of time. That has been done with the other departments and 
done through other admirn strati)
you have resigned, and even th<
absent because of vacation days '

Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. Well, I just want to tdl you we are going through 
•obably one of the slowest processes—I am not trying to lay the 

„ to go
around. But it is the slowest process that we have seen. I am very 

very strong letter of endorsement

found in the appendix.] 
\ one of the other things I like, and 

. , „ heard Senator Metzenbaum whisper
to Senator Dodd here a few minutes ago: “I think shell 1 
shake things up.” And I think you will. That is what we 
someone who is willing to go out and do the courageous thing. 

Another thing I like is that you have been working on tn<  
vention side. And you mentioned the school with a 57 percent teen- 

designated in the confirmation process,
their jobs, and they are in somewhat of r  
finnation period and prior to the time the Senate is going to act 
And a lot of people can’t afford to just be out there. And it has been

I

The Chairman. And this indicates that it was 30 days—2 days 
in the beginning and then, as I understand, as these hearings were 
announce, it became more intense.

Dr. Eldebs. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. The historic background is that when people are 

, people sometimes leave 
’ a hiatus during the con-

won’t
anyone to
an extended process without pay.

Senator Kassebaum. Mr. Chairman, if you would just yield a mo­
ment, I would just like to note for the record that Dr. Elders’ pa­
pers did not come to the Senate until July 1st, and then we were 
in a week’s recess.

The Chairman. That’s fine. She was on a 2-day-a-week until July 
6, so it was after the papers had actually been sent up that she 
became closer to full time. That’s fine. Thank you.

Senator Simon.
Senator Simon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
We thank you. Dr. Elders.
Let me enter into the record the letter from the American Medi- 

probably one of the slowest processes—I am not 1 aying to lay 
blame on that. I think there is generally enough blame to

^peful that we will bem^v^you throu^i the process,J>ut 

.. „i’t happen, but I would think it would be extremely difficult for 
one to be able to meet their own family responsibilities through
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Senator SIMON. How do you respond to that particular criticism? 
Dr. Elders. Senator, what happened was that we had approxi-

condoms, and we called the FDA, and we reported it So the FDA 
ramp in and picked up the condoms and did preliminary testing.

that what we would do is just let the FDA handle it in the way 

likely to be at the bottom of the class and not doing well in school; 
I think we all know that—but if they are poor ana not doing well

F

■'i

FDA pulled the condoms, notified the company, and was going to 
do a seize order. The company voluntarily agreed to pick up their 

i, and they were sending us a different strength

mately 10 instances from four clinics in our health department that 
reported that they had had some breakage. It was 10 different 
condoms from four different clinics. So we pulled a batch of

they usually handle it, and not go out and make a public announce­
ment. And I think that is probably what—and they discussed it 

later, and I concurred in that I felt that as a public health 
[ was thinking of what was the greatest good, I guess. And 
es we really nave to make tough decisions. And you might 

ade the wrong decision. I don’t know. But it was the 
Department of Health that reported to the FDA, and it was their 
response back, and I think we all agree on it. The Department of

or the testing that they do, and found that the condoms were defec­
tive, that 95 percent of them—I think what is allowed is four 
breaks per 1,000, and what they were finding was five breaks per 
100, which meant that that was a very high Breakage rate. So the 
FDA nulled the condoms, notified the company, and i 

own condoms, and they were sending us a different strength or a 
different kind of condom. So it was looked into, and we were con­
cerned about the second batch of condoms. Again, the FDA looked 
into it, and then I think we went to buying condoms from a dif­
ferent company.

So I think the talk now is, well, why didn’t we, I guess, notify 
the world. And our feeling was that we had reported it to the FDA, 
and the FDA was doing the things that they usually do in this re­
gard, and the agreement was that there had been more breakages, 
we were having real trouble with getting our people all over to use 
condoms, and we felt that many of our young men felt that, well.
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age pregnancy rate. One of the criticisms Senator Metzenbaum 
mentioned was that at one time, some of the clinics where condoms 
were distributed, they were defective.

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.

with me ] 
official, I 
sometimes we
say, well, I made

response back, and I think we all agree on it. The Department ct 
Health in Arkansas could not keep the FDA from making a report, 
but they worked with the company, and we felt that it was worked 
out

Senator Simon. I thank you.
In connection with teenage pregnancies, you also mentioned that 

poor children are three times more likely to have pregnancies. My 
hope is that while the area of poverty is not your primary respon­
sibility, I hope you will continue to get that message out, because 
as more and more of our children are poor, we in fact are 
compounding all of the problems in our society.

Dr. Elders. Senator, that is exactly correct, and if they are poor 
and not doing well in school—if they are poor, they are far more

I think we all know that—but if they are poor and not doini_ 
in school, they are nine times more likely to be a teen parent.
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Senator Simon. I will be pleased to yield. 
Senator Dodd. Yesterday, we asked for a

i

television violence.

an opinion on that?
have said. We have got to

drug enforcement money at the Federal level on the police side. We 
spend one-fourth on education and treatment And if you were to
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me so greatly is that it is so much higher in young black 
the guns, the death. In fact it is several-fold higher in youn, 
men. j
young blade men will ever grow xm and earn enough money 
a family; two out of five vnll be lost to drugs and alcohol; 
of the five will be killed throudi violence, black-on-black cri

Institute of 
: on td-

And arain, 
of the Surgi 
up here 
done about the

evision is adding to violence in our society.
My hope is that you will continue to follow this area, where I 

think we are starting to make a little bit of progress, but frankly, 
we need all the help and attention we can give it

Dr. Eldebs. Senator, you know I feel very strongly about this 
area and about the area of violence. One of the things that bothers 
me so greatly is that it is so much higher in young black ma— 
the guns, the death. In fact, it is several-fold higher in young Made 
men. And when I think of the fact that only one out of five of sur 

,------------------------M.----------------------------------------------J,----------------------------------------------------------' to raise
„ , one out 

will be killed through violence, black-on-black crime; and 
one out of the five will be in prison—we have more young black 
men in prison. Senator, than we have in college—to me, that is a 
real tragedy

Senator SIMON. No question. And it is a preventable tragedy.

that they would buy a metal detector so they could feel safe in 
their schools.

Senator SIMON. That is a real comment on where we are.
You mentioned drugs. We now spend about three-quarters of our 
rug enforcement money at the Federal level on the police side. We 

spend one-fourth on education and treatment. And it you were to 
add incarceration, that probably goes up to 98 percent
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Senator Dodd. Would my colleague yield just on that one poiat? 
Senator Simon. I will be pleased to yield.
Senator Dodd. Yesterday, we asked for a General Accounting Of­

fice study done on that, and while the population of 3- and 4-year 
old children since 1980 increasedJby 16 percent the number of poor

!

tragedy 
 jnator Sn® . . ‘.

Dr. Elders. A preventable tragedy.  Senator SDiON. That is the real key, and we have to

working, trying to'reduce violence.
Senator SIMON. In that connection, you s~

in, that is usually not considered l
Surgeon General But I hope you are willing to shake thsms
• also, and tell us if you agree that something ought to be 

done about the proliferation of weapons in our society.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
Senator SIMON. Do you have 
Dr. ELDERS. I agree with what you have said. We have got to 

find a way to be able to begin to deal with guns, knives. I was in 
Kansas City, and they asked the students, Tf you were given $1 
million, what you would you buy for your school if you could buy 
anything you wanted?* Amd it was so sad to me when they said 

r'•

children of that age in this country in the same period increased 
by 28 percent. The numbers are running in all the wrong direc­
tions.

I apologize for interrupting
Senator Simon. No; you simply reinforce that
Two of year predecessors. Dr. Elders, have issued warning abcut

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
Senator SlMCN. They did that after the National Instil 

Mental Health had studies on two occasions saying violence

My hope 
think we ai 

!
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Dr. Eiders. So you have my commitment that I will certainly be

also mentioned weapons. 
* part of the jurisdietjon 

willing to shake thags
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consolidated all of these programs to really make

put thorn m jail

voca-

er their problems were. And it did r 
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liable in his county, to begin to ar
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We have been trying to solve the drug problem by petting people 
into prison. In 1980, we had 134 people per 100,000 in our prisons. 
Tocfc’v, we have 455 per 100,000—far more than any other country. 
South Africa is second with 311. 

Dr. Eldebs. Thats correct
Senator Simon. Canada has 109. 
Dr. El .DEES. That’s correct
Senator Simon. Obviously, a major public health problem is the

> wee rv .

are your observations? Do we need to get a better balance in what 
we are doing in this area of reducing drug addiction? 

Dr. Eldebs. Senator, I certainly very strongly feel that we have 
got to look at a different way. And of course, I nave always felt that 
we have drug education, AIDS education, but they are all separate 
programs, with different funding strains, with different people 
going in to talk about it as if they were all separate and different— 
drugs, AIDS, sexuality, and so on. But many times, they are part 
and parcel of the same problem rather than multiple problems. 

I feel that we have got to start early. Senator, educating our chil­
dren. Maybe yours are doing fine or don’t need the education, but 
there are many children born into single-family households who do 
not have the opportunity to have the whole comprehensive health 
education programs that they need in order to make a difference.

I feel that we need to look, and I think we are beginning to look, 
at how can we consolidated all of these programs to really make 
them a part of our school system so that we can have a comorehen- 
sive program to start early and make a difference in the lives of 
children, so that they can make a decision. That is not to say I am 
leaving out the older ones, but I feel if we don’t begin to address 
some of the problems early and make it continuous, we are just 
going to continue to add more and more people onto the fire.

So I very strongly support looking at the programs as a com­
prehensive one rather than a single entity, inducting violence and 
all the things we talk about; we have got to teach our children how 
to deal with violence with means other than weapons.

Senator Simon. My time is about up, but that means also not 
only the education, which you have just stressed in your answer, 
but having treatmait available for people. 

Dr. Eiders. Absolutely. 
Senator Simon. In one State, people have to now wait 9 months 

to get treatment far drag addiction. That is just social dynamite. 
Dr. Elders. That’s rigpt I was very pleased—you were talking

problem of addiction, not simply to drags, but also to alcohol. What

we are doing in this area of reducing drug addiction?
Dr. Elders. Senator, I certainly very strongly -----

got to look at a different way. And of course, I nave always 
we have drug education, AIDS education, but they are all

going m to talk about it as if they were all separate and (tmere

get treatment far drag adc
Dr. Elders. That’s right. 11  , 

about working with groups—I was very pleased with a judge down 
in Arkansas who had looked at alternate methods of handling prob­
lems, rather than, when they do something, you put them ir “-n 
What this judge did was he got the health department, the 
tional education ' *   ’
these were organized together, and for these young people, he com­
mitted them—if they didn’t have an education, they had to get 
their G.E.D.; if they were having drug problems, they had to come 
in every day to work on that problem and to really learn 
parenting—or whatever their problems were. And it (fid not cost us 
any more money. He just pulled us all together, all the resources 
that were there, available in his county, to begin to address the



in jail

obviously a difficult situation for everyone here, including you as 
the nominee, and I appreciate the way both of them handled it.

you already know, that Dr. Elders spent most of her life in Arkan­
sas, but she spent a whole year in Minnesota, and they haven’t for­
gotten her. Her professor at the University of Minnesota, where 
she was a pediatric intern, is a fellow by the name of Bill Krivit, 
and we called Bill to find out how he would characterize Dr. El-

helpful resident” that he has had for many years. The word Tbrth- 
right” is particularly important in that it is a personality trait that 
you have obviously had all your life, and it is reflected in so mapy 

ito all kmds of trouble with traditional medicine, h

4i 
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these days, and that is perhaps one of the reasons that, at least 
from my constituency so far, I had received as of the end of last 

2,600-some telephone calls; 2,100 thought you were too
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needs of the people that he had, which were costing him a fortune 
in iul

S?' 'Xor SIMON. Dr. Elders, I think the Nation is fortunate to 
ha. i yiu in that chair right now.

Dr Elders. Thank you. Senator.
Sen ator SIMON. Thank you.
Than*, you, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAgtMAN. Senator Durenberger.
Senator Duhenbebger. Mr. Chairman, thank you.
Let me begin first by thanking the diair and especially the rank­

ing member for the way this morning was handled. I think it was

ders, and he said you are “the most forthright, forthcoming, and 
helpful resident” that he has had for many years. The word Tc

are going to enjoy it. It doesn’t get much better than this right 
now. [Laughter.]

Dr. Elders. Please. [Laughter.]
Senator Durenberger. But I want to remind eveiybody of what

things. “Plainspeaking” might be another way to put it 
Plainspeaking is what seems to get too many people in trouble

week. 2,600-some telephone calls; 2,100 thought you were too 
plainspeaking; and 500 supported you.

But because of my affection for “Doc" Koop and because of the 
challenge that you are taking on, I have discovered if you lock in 
history that the Surgeon General is a fairly controversial, 
plainspeaking; forthright kind of a position. I discovered that John 
Adams appointed the first prototype Surgeon General, a doctor 
from Philadelphia by the name of Benjamin Waterhouse, and he 
got into all kmds of trouble with traditional medicine, because he 
was doing things for kids like you are talking about doing now.

Tom Jefferson could tolerate him, even though he was a pain to 
the predecessor of the American Medical Association, but the Presi­
dent who came after Tom Jefferson couldn’t take the heat and fired 
him

There is a whole history of Surgeons General Dr. Thomas Parrin 
in the thirties was FDR’s Surgeon General, and he sought to edu-

I would also like—you may not agree with all this—but I want 
to compliment my friend from Indiana. I have gotten to know him 
pretty well, and I hope you do, too, over time. You are not going 
to find anyone, even on this committee, as committed as be is to 
children to families and the things that you are committed to, and 
I do hope that you will take the time to get to know him as well 
as some of the rest of us do.

I certainly welcome you to this town. I don’t know how long you
going to eni 

r. [Laughter.]
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cate the American public about syphilis and gonorrhea and how 
they are transmitted—and all that atuff we weren’t supposed to 
talk about in his day.

Dr. Leonard Sheel made the crucial decisions about the polio vac­
cine. Dr. Luther Terry launched the history-making study on the 
connection between smoking and health—terribly controversial. 
And obviously, one of our most forthright Surgeons General is, I 
guess, our friend Dr. Koop. And as my friend from Kansas men­
tioned this morning, you think you’ve got it bad; this guy was 
asked to come onboard in January 1981, and he didn’t get sworn 
in until January of 1982 out at Fort McNair. And if you just want 
to read about 20 pages of this book, you’ll find out why.

Dr. Elders. He sent me his book.
Senator DURENBERGER. And I don’t want to take this out on you, 

but my friends in the American Public Health Association and my 
friends in the American Medical Association and our friends in all 
of these associations went after him. They called him incompetent 
That was the big charge against him, that he was incompetent to 
handle his job. 'fliey didn’thave the guts to say he didn’t Eke what 
he said when he was being plainspeaking and forthright so they 
called him incompetent Ana one of these associations said, "The 
only reason we_are here testifying in front of the Labor Committee 
is because the man is incompetent"

Well, within a couple years, they were giving him awards for bis 
forthrightness and for his plainspeaking.

So clearly, one of the difficulties we have in American today is 
sorting out our heroes ahead of time. And that is really the dial-

S don’t fa?: you Ss win « I ^53
like you to get to know, like Dan Coats, who have a very, very dif­
ferent opinion. And then there are some people who are sort of in 
between, because that’s a place where a lot of us have to be, be- 

 
cause we are:
sible for i ’ 
our attention to the things that we are not paying attention to. 
That seems to be the history of the office of the Surgeon General. 
But this is a difficult time in which to do it

I once had an experience with Dr. Koop that just told me so 
much about him And I am taking the time to do this—

Dr. Elders. I appreciate that
Senator DURENBERGER. —because I am ,

might feel under the present circumstances

> the pubEc

But nTteE you a Ettle story that hap'pened that I was involved 

in with Dr. 
of the AIDS 
call it to our attention.

Wei______ 1_____
him a hard time for talking about

■

single Ettle 
a whole 

itatives, and

b^ charge a^unst him, that he was Jun«>mpetent^to

being plainspeaking and forthright, so they 
it. And one of these associations said, “The

forthrightness and for his plainspeaking.
So clearly, one of the difficulties we have today is 

 he chal­
lenge that we continually get presented with here. You are obvi- 
ously a hero to a lot of people who are here. On the other hand.

j^th’alFoftkis°pubiiU

ityTand people down m Arkansas ^oin through ®n

year. They dragged him over to the House of Representf 
Henry Waxman was going to hang him up there because 
health folks said, “We dotf t want this guy around here.

>. Koop a couple of my colleagues, right in the beginning 
'S problem—and again, this is the man who did a lot to 

got into a discussion with a Ettle group, and they were giving 
i hard time for talking about condoms, and sex education in
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hanging

ed about
ting us back to community. Maybe you can tell us how 
badt to community. This place right here thinks it has

finally he said, “Look, we’ve got 100,000 
this country,-but we’ve got only one Sur­

geon General, and at some point in time I have got to do what I 
believe is the right thing to do.” He does not change his view on

is that we do have to search for some values, and we have to try 
to find the values that we all have in common rather than the 
manifestations of those that seem to drive us apart all the time. 
But by the same token—and you and I have discussed this—we 
spend far too much time argtnng about programs and pro­
grammatic solutions and categorizing people so we can put them in 
a program, and authorize it and appropriate some money, and we 
are hanging them up with regulations out there. And we have 
talked about co-location of schools, clinics, and you talk about get­
ting us back to community. Maybe you can tell us how we can get 
badt to community. This place right here thinks it has an answer 
to every community problem, but this is not a community. This is 
not Hope or whatever little town you may have come from, or Lake 
Wobegon, where I come from. The best we can do is enact one pol-
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something like that, but because they need to be done for this 
country.

I really do want to appeal to you, though, because the same issue 
that hung him up for a year is still hanging us up, and because 
you are a physician by profession, I want to give one little liner 
from Hippocrates 2,000 years ago: “Healing is a matter of time, but 
it is sometimes also a matter of opportunity.”

We don’t have a lot of time from what I can tell in this country. 
You pointed that out with everything you said about what you see 
in kids and what you see and don’t see in families and the impact 
of that I don’t think we’ve got a lot of time in this country, and 
we need a lot of healing.

This morning, I think you added to your printed comments. You 
were talking about drugs and alcohol, social problems, that these 
are really psychosocial problems, I think, in our communities— 
drugs, alcohol, violence, homicide, suicide, AIDS, teenage preg-

the schools, and things like that We argued this issue for about 
an hour and a half, and finally he said, “Look, we’ve got 100,000 
priests and ministers in this country, but we’ve got only one Sur­
geon General, and at some point in time I have got to do what I 
believe is the right thing to do.” He does not change his view on 
some of the behavior in this country. I walked out of a meeting 
with 300 AIDS activists with him once, in which he said, “My job 
is to give them some hope without condoning some of their behav­
ior that created that problem.” Boy, what a tough job. What a 
tough assignment.

Now, I Save to believe that Bill Clinton knows you better than 
any of the rest of us and that President Clinton has seen you in 
action. And it is hard for us to prove by the record in Arkansas or 
whatever it is, because we don’t know Arkansas the way you do. 
So when it gets right down to it, we have to believe that he knows 
you well enough to know that you are able to do the kinds of things 
that have to be done—not just because you want them done or

what you meant by “while we all debate values,” and what do you 
think about how do we get at these community problems, and isn’t 
it maybe someplace other than right here in this room?

morning, I think y 
Iking about drugs a
Jly psychosocial problems, 1

„ , alcohol, violence, homicide, suicide, AIDS, teenage preg­
nancy—and then you added, “while we argue over whose values to 
teach.” Td like you to explain that a little bit, because my sense



going to make education and primary preventive health 
squitable. Senator, the best place we’ve got is schools.

Senator,

we have done in Arkansas, and I have seen from community com-

my note. 1 
willingness

you, then, that your plainspeaking and^your forthrightness be

seen a real change in this cour.tr^^rer the^past 5 ^d I have

that now people are readiing out and beginning to think that we 
can’t keep trying to fix problems; we have got to reach out and pre­
vent problems. And whereas many people say, “I don’t want that

only way we can do that is through schools. You know, having peo­
ple pop in on Thursday once a year to^taBc about dru^s, Senator,

/, rein- 
w  , got to

be reinforced in our churches, it has get to be reinforced by all the
« •. w. » . > V _
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of the children in America are unchurched; they don’t go to any­
body’s church. We know the children who go to church and who 
have values really do well. But that’s not true for all children, and 
we have got to find a way to reach all children. And schools are 
the only institution I know where all the children go. I feel that 
if we are going to make education and primary preventive health 
services equitable. Senator, the best place we’ve got is schools. 
They are available, they are accessible to the children, they are af­
fordable—they are far cheaper than anything else—and they are 
age-appropriate.

Certainly, in Arkansas, we can start arguing about the condom 
issue and the abortion issue and everything else, rather than argu-

know that there are a lot of people who are not sitting in this room, 
who need schools to help them. We all want our children to do well. 
Many people have told me, “Dr. Elders, let the church do it’ My 
brother, who is here, is a minister, but we know that 52 percent

ing about how can we provide primary preventive health services 
for all of our children; how can we educate Jthem. And I feel the 

ple^pop^in on Thursday once a year to talk about drugs. Senate , 
I don’t feel will answer the problems. We have got to have it as  
part of the curriculum, and it has got to be taught every day, 
forced by what the teachers do, wnat they say, and it has ,

people in our community. It has got to be a community commit­
ment for us to save our Nation. And Senator, from the things that

mitment—I saw the NBC affiliate give every PSA they had to teen 
pregnancy in Arkangas. They won an Oscar or an Emmy, and they 
were running around all over the country, picking up their awards 
for what they had done. They did a wonaerful job of making people 
in Ariransas aware of the problems. So I think once we make our 
people aware of the problems, Senator, they will do it Thank you.

Senator Durenbeeger. Thanks. I just got handed my note. I 
really appreciate your response, and I appreciate your willingness 
to share what is inside of you, not'just up here, as we’ve gotten to-

And I must in my concluding minute or whatever.it is, just urge 
on you, then, that your plainspeaking and your forthrightness Be 
inside this administration and across the board as well as outside 
of it .

And I agree with you about schools, but at the rate we are going 
in school reform, we aren’t going anywhere; we aren’t going to 
make it—unless communities can take back those schools in some

pregnancy in Arkansas. They won an Oscar or an Emmy, and they 
were running around all j>ver the country, picking up their awards 
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Dr. Elders. Yes. Well, Senator, obviously, if I had—well, even if 
I had the magic answer, probably you’d have to be able to sell that 
answer, even if it were right to everybody out there. But I have

that now people are readiing out and beginning to think that we

 , >ple say, 1 don't want tnat
teacher teaehing my child; I want to teach him myself I think 
that may be fine for all the people sitting in this room, but we
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getting in the way ofjjeople making choice and giving people oppor-

mean.
Grants on MCH, and it is one of the things that works so well. And

>roadi to ac-

/

ike your time, 
good to see you again. Dr. 

. Senator.

nor with

carry the message of good 
have seal and heard from
I am sure you are going to 

I especially welcomed 
statements

consider the possibility of having us federalize the .pproach to ac­
cess to medical services and let us in America take back our com­
munities and take back that responsibility away from all of the 
------ rams that come out of this wonderful committee—let’s take it 

and start

The same thing is true with a really successful program like the 
MCH block grant program.

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir; a very successful program.

Wofford, and then take a break, if that’s agreeable.
Senator Mikulskl Senator Kennedy, Senator Wofford has ap­

prised me that he has to catch a plane to Pittsburgh. As you know, 
I only have to hop in a car to drive to Baltimore. So Td be happy 
to yield to Senator Wofford and then follow after him.

The Chairman. Fine.
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way and make every one of them respond to the needs of that par­
ticular community. And school choice, and whatever else we may 
call it, and outcome-based education—things that some of us really 
believe in—but there are too many institutional barriers that keep

sort of categorical, programmatic horse, and let’s get down and deal 
with those problems the way they need to be dealt with.

Thank you.
Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator.
The Chairman. We are going to have Senator Mikulski, Senator

to yield to Senator Wofford and then follow after him.
The Chairman. Fine.
Senator Wofford. Just for less than 5-minutes, Mr. Chairman. 
The Chairman. Fine. Take your time. 
Senator WOFFORD. It is good to see you again. Dr. Elders.
Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator.
Senator Wofford. I appreciated everything you said before with 

me, and today—and Senator Durenberger. thank you for arming 
me well for my days in Pennsylvania with the words about Ben 

’ controver-
1’t agree with all of Dr. Elders’ statements in the past, 
few other people’s statements, and not necessarily al­

ways with all of my own statements of the past. [Laughter.] But 
I find that to be the case almost always with people who are 
straight-talking and independent-minded.

And as an advocate of health care reform night and day, I most 
of all want a Surgeon General who will forcefully and passionately 
carry the message of good health to the Nation. And from what we 
have seal and heard from you and what you have done in your life, 
I am sure you are going to be that kind of an Surgeon General

I especially welcomed your commitment to prevention, your 
statements that if confirmed, you will make your utmost goal the 
education of our people, all of our people, on how to stay healthy. 
As you recognized this morning, it is not enough to just reform the

service and the community service and all the rest, and get off our

Senator Durenberger. We have got to get more funding. I 
ean, we are funding in the same condition we are with Pell

I^have^ap|>ealed to m, and I wdl just repeat^that ap^al, to ask

Waterhouse, appointed by Thomas Jefferson, who was controver­
sial too. I don’t agree with all of Dr. Elders’ statements in the past, 
nor with very few other people’s statements, and not necessarily al­
ways with all of my own statements of the past. [Laughter.] But 
I find that to be the case almost always with people who are 
straight-talking and independent-minded.

And as an advocate of health care reform

health to the Nation. And from what we
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I also appreciated your thoughts related to our national service 
debate before the Senate, that young people need to be engaged in

♦

So from everything I have heard today, I am encouraged you are 
ting to give the kina of leadership we need.

of our State’s most principled and conservative newspapers, the 
Greensburg Tribune Review, its editorial of July 21, 1993, asking

I

\camin^ that if confirmed she will make her “utmo^^^oal^'

health.’

General who will forcefully and passionately carry tl^messa£?e of

Elders’ nomination that appeared in the July 21, : 
Greensburg Tribune-Record, one of Pennsylvania’:
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system: we will never have a large enough budget to 
the health care needs of our citizens if we do not start

health care
address all the  
thinking prevention and taking personal responsibility for our 
lives—bravo.

well qualified to serve as Surgeon 
i, a public health official and re- 

 ig child growth and develop­
ment who is recognized by her peers as one of our Nation’s most 
effective public health officials. Her list of supporters for this nomi- 

----- i —j —5]jc health professionals and assoda-

______________ ___  
in the record the excellent

address all the health care needs of our citizens if we do not start 
thinking prevention and taking personal responsibility for our

As an advocate of health care reform I believe we need a Surgeon

other activities that lift their sights and give them adventure and 
give them a chance to be productive and contribute.

So from everything I have heard today, I am encouraged you are 
Tiing to give the kind of leadership we need.

I would like to put my full statement in the record and also put 
; editorial in support of you by one 

nation include medical and public health professionals and associa­
tions that include former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, the 
American Medical Association, the National Medical Association, 
the American Nurses Association, and the American Academy of 
Pediatricians.

Dr. Elders has been criticized for some of the statements she has 
made and positions she has taken as the Director of Arkansas 
Health Department I do not agree with all of Dr. Elders’ positions 
or statements, but I find this often to be the case with people who 
are gtraight-t-nIking and independent-minded. I particularly wel­
come Dr. Elders’ commitment to prevention, and her statements 
this morning that if confirmed she will make her “utmost goal the 
education of our people, all our people, on how to stay healthy.” As 
she recognized this morning; “it is not enough to just reform the 
health care system. We will never have a large enough budget to 

and what I know of her background and achievements, I believe 
she will be such a Surgeon General

I would like to insert in the record an editorial in support of Dr. 
‘ ' ‘ 21, 1993 issue of the

’s principled con­
servative newspapers.

[The editorial referred to may be found in the appendix.] 
The Chairman. Thank you very much.

the Senate to confirm you, which I will do, too, when it comes be­
fore the Senate.

Thank you.
[The prepared statement of Senator Wofford follows J

Prepared Statement of Senator Wofford

Dr. Elders comes before us ’ ,
General. She is a pediatrician, a public  -------- ------ - —
searcher and writer on issues concerninr 

Rent long 
(rindpled
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^President, Dr. Elders"has a long and distinguished record of 
■vement that makes her very qualified to oecome the top
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great compassion and life s work—to improve the health ot this -Na­
tion’s children.

That’s why she became a pediatrician.
Dr. Elders is a special kind of pediatrician. She is a pediatrician 

ive. While she treated one child
developing a plan to help all children, espe- 
ity children be healthy.

wouldn’t have had—to go to medical school. Like so many Ameri­
cans at that time, she earned a GI bill. And that GI bill paid her 
way through medical school.

Now that’s what this country is all about. You help America and 
America helps you. Dr. Elders helped veterans to get well and on 
with their lives. And as a veteran—I would say our Veteran of the 
Year—she went on to fight new wars against disease and poverty.

Dr. Elders had a vision of a future few women of her generation 
could imagine: to be a doctor.

She told me when we spoke last week that it was during her 
time in service to this country that going to medical school really 
became a dream for her. And how lucky we are. Because it was in 
medical school where she began to Tocus on what has become her 
great compassion and life’s work—to improve the health of this Na­
tion’s children.

That’s why she became a pediatrician.
Dr. Elders is a special kind of pediatrician. She is a pediatrician 

with perspective. While she treated one child at a time in her doc­
tor’s office, she was developing a plan to help all children, espe­
cially poor and minority children be healthy.

porter of this nominee. My three criteria for support 
tion are: competence in the field for which someone 
second, a longstanding history
third, a vision for the future. I

-minal obligation. , , .
During those 4 years, she worked as a physical therapist at 

_rookeArmy Medical Center to try to make up for a shortage of 
physical therapists at that time.

Dr. Elder’s military service not only gave her the opportunity to 
serve her country—it gave her an opportunity she otherwise 

had—to go to medical school. Like so many Ameri-
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Senator WOFFORD. Thank you. Senator Mikulski.
The Chairman. Senator Mikulski.
Senator MIKULSKI Mr. Chairman, I am an enthusiastic sup- 

; for a nomina- 
i mi wiumi svuucvuv is nominated: 

’ of service to the community, and 
____,  believe that Dr. Elders qualifies on
an three of those criteria.

I would like to have consent to have my statement which I was 
going to give at the beginning of the hearing included in the record. 
I know that the chairman will give me unanimous consent, so we’ll 
put that in. It is the only unanimous consent I get out of this hear­
ing. Dr. Elders.

The Chairman. Without objection.
[The prepared statement of Senators Mikulski and Wellstone fol­

low:]

Prepared Statement of Senator Mikulski

Mr. President, I am very pleased to express my full support for 
the nomination of Dr. Joycelyn Elders to be Surgeon General of the 
United States. I cannot think of a more qualified choice to protect 
the health of die American public.

Mr.
achievement  . 
health official in the United States.

I am not sure how many people are aware that Dr. Elders career 
in public health began as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army.

She served her country for 4 years—staying 1 year beyond her 
original obligation.

Brooke



in a unique capac-

with business—Arkansas

more qualified candidate.
I urge my colleagues to gr 

nominee for Surgeon General.

proud to speak in support of Dr. Joycelyn 
eral of the United States. Dr. Elders is just

•'T-r

end teen pregnancy; reduce infant mortality; 
ing of children and families are all based in

ies fighting disease are too plentiful to recount.
io wonder that President Clinton chose Dr. Elders when

spent countless years in the trenches fighting to improve the public 
health of Arkansas. And now she will be bringing with her all that 
experience and wisdom to serve our country once again.

Mr. President, I believe Dr. Elders has the proven abilit. to get 
neonle to null together to improve public health. I can think of no

experience and wisdom to serve^our country once again.  

people to pull together to improve public----------------------

ive their support to this remarkable

-—'-'W

judgement What impressed me so vividly, during our meeting a 
few weeks ago, was her absolute commitment to working with com-

trusted because she knows what she is talking about
Mr President many of my colleagues aren’t aware that Dr. El­

ders is also an exceptional scholar. As a full professor of medicine 
during 11 years at the University of Arkansas Medical School she 
t_anght courses—practiced medicine-—and published over 150 arti­
cles on important developments in pediatrics.

Her programs to end teen pregnancy; reduce infant mortality; 
improve the well-being of children and families are all based in 
science. , , ,

Her victories fighting disease are too plentiful to recount
But it is no wonder that President Clinton chose Dr. Elders when 

he was Governor to head the Arkansas Department of Health. And 
it is no wonder that President Clinton has asked Dr. Elders to 
move to Washington to become this Nation’s chief medical officer 
as the Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Elder’s experience as a scholar, innovator, and veteran will 
serve well in her new role. Because Dr. Elders is a veteran of many

She started her career in health in the U.S. Armed Forces. She
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She has shown that in her 20 year clinical practice career during 
which she became one of the foremost experts on juvenile diabetes 
and growth problems.

Dr. Elders has demonstrated over and over again a unique capac­
ity to combine new ideas for public health with an exceptional un­
derstanding of medicine. - .

But she doesn’t stop with words and rhetoric. She turns these 
ideas into action. She reaches out to children and families and pro­
vides them medical and preventive services where they are—and 
where they are mostly likely to get them. And it is this that has 
caused the most controversy.

Dr. Elders has won C----- -—-------- --------------- ------- . ,
efforts. She has built public health services from the ground up m 
Arkansas—through the State and county departments of health,

Elders for Surgeon General of the

daunting odds, to maka health services better for people.

Thank you.

Prepabed Statement of Senator Wellstone

Mr. Chairman, I am i

what this Nation needs: a remarkable woman who has stared down

Arkansas—through the State and county departments 
the churches, the schools, organizations like the YMCAs, and even 
with business—Arkansas wiu be a model for our Nation. She is 
trusted because she knows what she is talking about.

Mr President, many of my colleagues aren’t aware that Dr. El­
ders is also an exceptional scholar. As a full professor of medicine



cell disease and for cancer in low income women.

certain corners in the wealthy parts of our cities offer more high 
tech medical equipment than entire nations, many Americans doi

Surgeon
! deliver
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of her vision, her drive, and her commitment. The President could
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r  i a nomi-
nee. Unlike a physical exam, when you are presumed to be well.

my wife. Sheila, 
still hard to talk 

about and confront It’s, not a popular issue, one that brings people 
to their feet in applause. Its one of those hidden epidemics, that
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munities to develop health care programs that work. We discussed 
the issue of domestic violence, an issue on which
has done tremendous work. It is an issue that is

tracting providers to rural areas. Dr. Elders won grants that  
tracted 17 physicians and 5 other health care providers in 1992, up 
from 1.

This is a time of serious crisis in our country. At a time when

without the most basic services. A survey just released by the Com­
monwealth Fund found that 13% of women in this country fail to 
receive the care they need in a given year, and among uninsured 
women, more that a third fail to receive necessary care. One third 
of all women did not have basic preventive health services in the 
last year, including a Pap smear or a physical exam.

As we face the task of health care reform, we need a leader in 
the Surgeon General's office who has a vision of where our health 
care delivery system needs to be headed, and what our public 
health services must accomplish. We have seen, from the notable 
examples of C. Everett Koop, and more recently Antonia Novella, 
that this is an office where a strong advocate can make a dif-

the number of pregnant wom__---------------
natal care by 17% m 2 years. Early childhood health screenings in-

She developea pro- 
i screen for sickle

ference, and a strong advocate of the people is needed.
I am in awe, Mr. Chair, of Dr. Joycelyn Elders accomplishments, 

of her vision, her drive, and her commitment. The President could 
not have chosen a better nominee. I pledge my full support for her 
nomination, and look forward to the dynamic work we will be doing 
together once she is confirmed.

Senator Mikulskl Dr. Elders, I know it is not easy to be

to their feet m applause, les one of those hidden epidemics, that 
afflicts people who are often too powerless to defend themselves, let 
alone to sfrfke back. But Dr. Elders understood the importance of 
confronting the issue of domestic violence, and supporting efforts 
for change.

Similarly, she made me aware of a North Carolina study showing 
that an overwhelming majority of that State’s population support 
school-based health centers for adolescents. There are always some 
who will attack the kinds of school-based clinics that Dr. Elders 
has championed. But Dr. Elders has always shown that she under­
stands her responsibility, as a powerful speaker, as a responsible 
public official, to combat stereotypes if that’s what it takes to pro­
tect our kids from sexually transmitted diseases, to reduce teenage 
pregnancy, to get poor kids immunized. Arkansas is a poor State, 
Mr. Chairman. No one could expect miracles from State health pro­
grams, especially during the Reagan years when State health budg­
ets were starved. But Dr. Elders took up the challenge. Under her 
leadership, The Arkansas Campaign for Healthier Babies 
the number of pregnant women who receive early and re

screenings
levelopea p 
reen for sic

> increased 
early and regular pre­

creased from 4,000 to 45,000 in fust 4 years. Sh 
grams that should have been in place long ago, to

Minnesota has struggled for many years with the problem of at- 
‘ acting providers to rural areas. Dr. Elders won grants that at-
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actually havejiearii^ where

top pediatrician of this country—and I support the goals and vision 
that you articulated—but I want to also talk about the other popu-

I wonder, from both your life experience and yc 
public health, how would you envision yourself

in^ to answer the questions with omdor and forthrightness.

iy colleagues' have asked, and your answers, in 
nave learned something about public health.

you have provided caretaking for an elderly person, both financially

bi ■ ■ w ■ ■— ■ » • ■ " ™ T — —    

much. I know about those situations personally.
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and one is scrutinized to see if there is something that needs to 
healed, often when there is a nominee in today’s climate, there is 
a presumption that something is wrong, and you have to prove 
yourself to be okay,

I think that this bearing, you have proved yourself to be more 
than okay. I want to congratulate you with an “A” for effort in try-

have been the focus of attention in I know your life’s work, but now 
* * • W a W AW • ■ ■

and personally. Your description of your own life touches me very 
much. I know about those situations personally.

I wonder from both your life experience and your experience in 
public health, how would you envision yourself as the Surgeon 
General on these issues of caretaking—do you have thoughts on it, 
and what would be those insights, both from your own experience, 
given with love, but difficult?

Dr. Eldees. Senator, I feel very strongly about trying to provide 
health care for our elderly in their own homes for as long as we 

Even for our health department—in feet, since I have 
, we haven’t talked about that very much—but

been getting a spill in the cinders or a bump
rarptaVing, regardless of who has been the n 
seems to be one of the fundamental issues in our society—where 
do you find it? How do you pay for it? How do you make sure it 
is good? Is “good” good enough? And not only for children, who

Senator, I feel very strongly about trying to provide 
r our elderly in their own homes for as long as we

possibly can. Even fo
been health director, we 1--------------------------------- ------- .
we expanded our health care from service of appromnateljr 52 
or $3 million to over $20 million, providing in-home health services

how actually informative it was; that there were many answers in 
&£ as 

something about the status of children, and many insights on how 
to proceed. .

I think when we can actually have hearings where we can learn 
from the process, as well as learn about each other, should be the 
model, and I believe we are going to learn for many years to come 
from you.

I have two areas of questioning. One deals with the hat that I 
wear as the chair of the Subcommittee on Aging on this committee, 
and the other relates to Federal emergency management, another 
responsibility I have in another committee.

As this Nation’s Surgeon General, your job is not only to be the 
top pe^iatrieian of this country—and I support the goals and vision 
that you articulated—but I want to also talk about the other popu­
lations in our society. In your Q and A about the Social Security 
issue, you spoke about the issues related to Leona Elders. I believe 
Mrs. Leona Elders has Alzheimer’s; is that correct, Dr. Elders?

Dr. Elders. Yes, that’s correct
Senator MiKULSKL My own father died of Alzheimer’s. I know 

the plight of families who have Alzheimer’s. I believe in many of 
the articles, for families enduring that situation, they call it the 
“36-hour day”; am I correct?

Dr. Elders. There is a lot of truth to what you just said.
Senator MiKULSKL Now, every female nominee seems to have 

a spill in the cinders or a bump around the issue of 
- ’ ’ ’ ■’ nominee. Caretaking

i our society—where
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Dr. Elders. Yes, I do.

young man there—he is still there—that’s the 
)uld like to say it happened while I was there.

talking about you giving out condoms in school, you were also say­
ing that the elderly should get Lv. fluids in their own home, and 
their meals-on-wheels, and things like that.

Dr. Elders. Oh, absolutely, Senator. And one of the groups that 
helped me absolutely the most in Arkansas with the Arkansas leg­
islature was the AARP. They would get up in the morning at 7:00 
to go and fill the legislature, to make sure, carrying signs about

the United States, and your heading up the Commissioned Corps, 
as Senator Pell raised, could you tell me what in your mind would

Senator Mikulski. So you fed the best place to care for anyone 
is in his or her own home, and that it should be multigenerational? 

Dr. Elders. Yes, I do.
Senator Mkulskj. And in the programs that you have described 

in Arkansas that essentially enabled and fadhtated people to re-

as Senator Pell raised, could you tell me what in your mind would 
be the issues around public health and what you will be doing if 
confirmed quickly to meet the flood relief victims, and what do you

school-based clinics to support Dr. Elders.
Senator Mikulski. Oh, we know, we know.
Dr. Elders. So the walking elderly helped me fight for an in­

crease in the cigarette tax, Senator; they helped me fight for 
school-based clinics; they helped me nght for many things.

Senator Mikulskl So you have helped to deal with this issue of 
so-called multi or inteigenerational conflict

Dr. Elders. Well, I just feel that they have just been wonderful.
Senator Mikulskl Well, thank you for answering that line of 

questions. Td like to now move to another area.
Dr. Elders, I chair the subcommittee on appropriations that 

funds Federal emergency management, and my questions will go 
exactly to public health issues, n I might Last weekend, I toured 
the flood areas with the President and the team, and met with 
some of the Public Health Commissioned Officers, by the way, to 
talk with them. Here is my question. As the Surgeon General of 

even thi
when she , r r  
is better than to be able to have a grandmother that you come 
home to and respect, because they remember when grandma took 
them to Six Flags.

So in that sense, I feel that we should provide the best 

main in their own homes or with their families, were you the archi­
tect of those programs; were you the prime mover, or did you in­
herit a legacy of another fonzard-thinking Arkansas public health 
official?

Dr. Elders. Well, I think I was probably the mover to make it 
grow, but it was started by a previous health director who hap­
pened to be 74 years old at the time that he left the health depart­
ment But there is a; ” ' ’ *'* ' * ‘ '
vision. Senator—I woi 
but

Senator Mikulskl But you enhanced it So, while people were 
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such that we can keep our elderly in their own homes. We provided 
a lot of personal care. And from my own experience. Senator, I feel 
that my sons have gained a lot from helping to care for their grand­
mother. That is not a problem for them to help care for their 
grandmother, and they nave learned from that experience. And 

^ough now, she really does not interact as much with us, 
---------he did, those were wonderful moments, and perhaps nothing



□ropriate public health problems; m 
nave to, transport in a hospital

spills; whenever there is a major tragecfy in our country. I feel that 
we have to respond to people in the time of need. Senator, if we

all the way through to the mental health problems as people face 
the horrendous collapse of their community. Have you actually led

orders, we all know what we are supposed to do. We know who is 
going to call the Federal health. So that is something that-----

who would just jump in a jeep and get out there.

40,000 or 50,000 people. But we immediately have, obviously, our
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health role, and what do you see the Surgeon Gen-

!y go out and begm to address all
lems—-the police and so on. And we man also the radio, the commu-
■ ■ --i i...  — „ _> _____

would we” respond to”that earthquake that they thought they were

____ IQ SO on. Anu we liuui aisu me iouiu, Ult
nication system. And we spent the whole week working on how 

• • - earthouake that they thought th<

efforts in that? Have you been a public health person who has done 
that-? i

Dr. Eldebs. Yes. That is handled out of my office, in fact. We 
have the response book, and all agencies—we meet, we aD have our

public health role, and what do you see the Surgeon Gen- 
ile in responding to this great tragedy where some havetost

see the
erafs rol
their lives, some have lost their communities, some have lost their 
livelihoods, and are now faced with stench, disease, and more rain?

Dr. Elders. Senator, it is the responsibility of the Public Health 
Service, a part of the Commissioned Corps, under both the Surgeon 
General and Dr. Lee—I guess I am more personnel—to respond 
quickly, immediately, and to taka care of the problem; make sure 
people have safe dimking water; make sure we are abiding by ap- 

 ” i; make sure that we can, if we

So w’e^are^tLe first responders to emergencies such as that, 
whether they are floods, whether they are hurricanes or large

  
T"

can’t respond in the time of need, well, then, when can we respond? 
That is the responsibility and one of the functions of the Commis­
sioned Corps. \ v

Senator Mikulski. Dr. Elders, you have been one of the top pub­
lic health officers of a State where one of their primary hazards  
has been flooding, This is a situation that has befallen the State 
of Arkangna on many sad occasions. Have you led the public health 
efforts to respond to those? When we were in St Louis, MO with 
the President and the Governors and so on, they talked about ev­
erything from the need for immunizations against diseases ranging

sis down at Pine Bluff when there was a really very major toxic 
spill that might have required evacuating an entire town of about

environmental people^ we have our nurses, we have our doctors, we 
have our physicists, and these people, the minute they are called, 
have to immediately go out and begin to address all of the prob-

Senator MncnTjan. Do I have another minute or two, Mr. Chair­
man?

The Chairman. Yes.
Senator MiKULSKL Could you tell us what you did to respond to 

the flooding in Arkansas? I mean, you look like the kind of lady

Dr. Elders. Well, I have been very fortunate, Senator, that we 
haven’t had a flood. But we have had-—

Senator MiKULSKL Well, hopefully, if you become Surgeon Gen­
eral, maybe we won’t have another one.

Dr. Elders. We did have a terrible problem in response to a cn-
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Dr. Elders. I did not design the plans, 
worked with the plan and the person wh

• Senator Mtkitjskl Well, actuaHv, that is one of your jobs
Surgeon General, I believe. According to the job description,

♦

Capital and throughout the country, 
to this position.

SIn2S

■^5

a series of particular health
 " ion. One is diabetes, 

diabetes, for example, is very prevalent on many of the 1--------

of that And I have a real commitment to our environment I feel 
so strongly that the greatest gains we have made in public health 
are really related to safe drinking water. To me, that is a big re­
sponsibility, to make sure that it is not contaminated. I feel that 
we must protect our environment at all costs.

Senator Mikulskl Thank you.

I think Dr. Elders now has certainly answered my questions, and 
I look forward to further Q and A from other colleagues.

The Chairman. Thank you very much.

been at. ,
being unable to attend those meetings today. We know you have 
been necessarily absent, but we welcome you back now.

Senator BINGAMAN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Dr. Elders, it is a pleasure to be here with yon. I really wanted

than that, and you^feel that ^ouj^cause ^of your^c^CTimces, have

Dr. Elders. I certainly do. Senator. I feel that I have a real com­
mitment, certainly, to our elderly, and I feel they are very aware

trongly that the greatest gains we have made in public health 
really related to safe drinking water. To me, that is a big re-

to mainly congratulate you on your nomination and wish you wed 
in this new position, which I am sure you will be confirmed in as 

Senate votes on the issue.

we must protect our environment at all costs.
Senator Mikulskl Thank you.
Mr. Chairman, there are many more questions I could ask, but — .« . « —« • « « « . •

1 look forward to further Q and A from other colleagues.
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you very much.
Senator Bingaman, we are glad to have you. I know you have 

Armed Services, where I am also a member, and I regret

been”necessarily absent, but we welcome you'back now.
Senator Bingaman. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

going to have down in Arkansas some months ago. But the entire 
health department is involved.

Senator Mikulskl Did you design the plans and oversee the 
management?

Dr. Elders. I did not design the plans, but I was a part, and I 
worked with the plan and the person who was always there and 
represented me, who is one of our physicists who is over our radio­
active waste disposal-----

' " ------ ” * * ' ' t as the
i, you’re 

supposed to review the Department of Defense plans fir transpor­
tation, open testing, and disposal of lethal chemicals and biological 
agents and recommend-----

Dr. ELDERS. That’s correct, and I have had 5% years’ worth of 
how we need to deal with those problems. Senator.

Senator Mikulskl So you as the Surgeon General of the United 
States feel that in addition to really wanting to focus a lot on the 
compelling needs of our children, you also see your job as broader

soon as the Senate votes on the issue.
I do think that you have a rare talent for forcing us to focus on 

the real world we live in and not the world that we wish we lived 
in, and that is something we desperately need here in the Nation’s 

. So I welcome your ascension

Let me cite one issue that is of particular interest m my State, 
and I am sure it is one that you don’t get asked about that often.
The Federal Government, of course, in the public health system, 
which you would be the primary spokespersor the Federal Gov­
ernment has the main responsibility for the health of the Native
American people. And we have had a se
problems that have afflicted that populati<
U diabetes, for example, is very prevaien
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So I would certainly hope that we would continue to start pro-

and increase the incidence of smoking, seeing that as a very iucra-

son. period

1

not had some of the same health problems that the rest of our

our population because the incidence of

sions; in fact, one when we were reviewing a large NIH grant relat­
ed to looking at diabetes in Native Americans. I very much support 
providing the kind of health care f’
the needs of our Native Americans. We know that with appropriate 
diet and getting started early, early education, weight control, that 
we might be able to at least, if not reduce it, prolong the time be-

* Americans. 1 very much support 
the kind of health care that is, if you will, tailored to fit 
of our Native Americans.

manent hanHiraps So it really is a major issue where I feel that 
we have got to start looking into better ways than we presently 
have to address those issues.

I wish I knew how to tell you this is how to do it.
Senator Bingaman. Let me ask you about one other public health
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reservations in my State and throu^wut the country. Alcoholism 
is a serious problem.

I don’t know if you have any comments you could give us today 
on your thoughts about how we could do a better job of meeting our 
responsibility for providing health care for that group of Americans 
as well as the rest of us.

Dr. Eldebs. Senator, I have been to your State on several occa-

in your new position and provide leadership on, and I am sure, 
based on your previous experience, that you will not shrink from 
speaking out on them. So Fd just rite that for you and ask If you 
have any comment.

Dr. F-i-DEgs Senator, I appreciate what you have just said, and 
I feel that we must speak out against tobacco very forcibly, and we 
must do it early. The tobacco industry really is always recruiting 
bright young people into beginning smoking early, to keep their in­
dustry going. So I will be speaking out against tobacco.

Senator Bingaman---------------- -------22 _ __ 2
with questions, but I think Dr. Elders has been very patient. I ap-

fore onset of diabetes.

grams early such that we could address that. As you know, 40 per­
cent cf the Commissioned Corps is assigned to the Indian Health 

ioushr, th
> Tnaring
and need

Service. Obviously, that is a large part of what the Commissioned 
Corps does is making sure that we serve in areas that are terribly 
underserved and need more services.

I know that we are not providing adequate health services in 
many of the underserved areas, including your State, certainly 
even including my State, but we will continue to try to address 
those issues,

And I know that the problem of alcoholism is a real problem, es­
pecially for pregnant women, and the development of fetal alcohol 
syndrome, where children who will often live with long-term per-

problem which I see in my State, and that relates to our Hispanic 
community. Historically, the Hispanic population of my State has 
not had some of the same health problems that the rest of our pop­
ulation has had One example is lung cancer. We have not nad 
nearly the incidence of lung cancor in the Hispanic community that 
we have had in the rest of c_ 1------ ' ‘ ‘'
smoking has been less. We have seen a very concerted effort by to­
bacco companies in recent years to target the Hispanic community 

five market to be developed.
These are issues which I hope you will be able to speak out on



know your concerns and why you .said them. But on the other 
hand, I think it goes beyond that Sometimes comments can just

Wofford said, we all say things t 
or we wish we hadn’t said—but

it isn’t just right wing groups that might 
those comments; it is others who would s

I wonder how you would answer that

J
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predate the chance to support her nomination, and I commend you 
»

kind of a unique situation

1

4

1
.. .

I do raise them because I think that as the Surgeon General, and 
to address the causes that you care about and that we care about 
whether it is Senator Coats or Senator Kennedy or Senator Mikul- 
ski or mysel£ we have to bring people together, and we have to 
make them feel comfortable, not distant

And I know that you feel—and it may be right and Senator

be a bit off-putting when you really want them to bring people to­
gether and may cause them to stand aside.

Let me ask—and I do this at some risk because, as Senator 
Wofford said, we all say things that are either taken out of context 
or we wish we hadn’t said—but I would like to give you examples 
of some that have been in the press and have caused, I think, some 
concern.

One is: “I tell every girl that when she goes out on a date, put 
a condom in her purse.” And: “We taught them what to do in the 
front seat of a car; now it is time to teach them what to do in the 
back seat’

There is the reality of the times we are in—but I think again, 
' it have some concern about 

uiuse v»uuucu», it is vuicio wuv hvuiu say, “Oh, gosh, is that what 
I look at for my granddaughter?” and think that this is what real­
istically is there. Again, on providing condoms in the schools, you 
said: “Well, we aren’t going to put them on their lunch trays,” but

has been quoted
life, anti-choice g
fetus and start t

raise these to cause any discomfort. On the other hand, 
them because I think that as the Surgeon General, and

Durenberger alluded to this—that you_h^Ye to^kind^of getjpeople’s 

done. But it has to take a certain balancing, I would suggest, and

of . unique siu^oo
where we may be able to wind up.

Dr. Elders. Fm doing fine. Senator.
The Chairman. And without wanting to “disturb the particles,’ 

as Winston Churchill once said, if you feel comfortable, we could 
go on, rather than taking a break and risking other points.

Dr. Elders. I feel fine. Senator.
The Chairman. We may not; if it is inevitable that we can’t, we’d 

take a break shortly.
Senator Kassebaum.
Senator Kassebaum. I have one more, prompted a bit by Senatcr 

Metzenbaum’s comments about right wing groups having opposi­
tion.

Dr. Elders, you and I talked a bit about the lightning rod—and 
I think the pins are marvelous—but Senator Duraiberger and Sen­
ator Wofford spoke, too, about comments that sometimes, in their 
forthrightness and our understanding of them, it would help us to

that yes, you felt that was important And I suppose the one that 
1 the most often is: “We would like for the right to 
groups to really get over their love affairs with the 
supporting children.”

I do not raise these to cause any discomfort On the other hand.
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that. I am not about that.
the back seat comment, I think

children Every parent I know, I feel, supports and teadies absti­
nence. Every preacher I know supports and teadies abstinence. But
we know that sometimes they are not abstinent. But the thing that 
t r-ooiiv tn mv was that we want them to be responsible.I was really trying to say was that we wairt them to^be responsiH

So what Fwas really saying was that we need to teach our chil- 
■en more than just ''No/ We need to teach them how to say no.

speech that I made, I think most people would agree that that was 
how I meant that statement So that’s what I meant

And in regard to the condoms in the purse, again, I was probably 
caught up in the moment I was speaking to a high school group 
that was having a prom about a week or two later, and we had 
spent a whole hour with them asking questions and talkmg. And 
I did sav—Fm not going to deny it—I did say that I feel that they

really saying to the girls was don’t depend on the 
ay, “I don’t have one/You make sure, that you have

them to not drink and drive; we teach them to always wear their 
seatbelts—and we teach them sex education, to be responsible.

And Senator, I believe that abstinence—I fed as much or more 
than anybody—I certainly feel that that is what I have Uughtmy

I id say—Fm not going to deny it—I did say that I feel that they 
should never go out on a date with somebody that they liked—and 
I did have that statement in there, too—unless they had a condom 

mWW i'vS really saying to the girls was don’t depend on the 

young man to say, “I don’t have one/You make sure, that you have 
one. And I guess I still don’t really disagree with that. I don’t want 
them ever having to need them. I just don t want any of them. But 
I want them to be responsible.

Senator Kassebaum. You have been endorsed by the Arkansas 
PTA, I believe it was stated. Do you work quite a bit with the par­
ent groups and with the schools?

If y“u Wt be' a&tinent, I want you to be responsibly If it hap­
pens, certainly, use a condom; don t take the risk of AIDS or sexu­
ally-transmitted disease or pregnancy.

Everybody is excited about abortion. I have never been anout
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Dr. Eldebs. I would agree with you. Senator Kassebaum. I think 
we all would like to bring people together and have them woric to­
gether. And when those statements are just statements out there, 
out of the context of a whole speech, sometimes I think the flavor­
ing becomes very different . , x .

When I mada the comment, for instance, m regard to the pros­
titutes and Norplant, well, taken out of context—in the context 
that I was answering it, they were asking if I would support Fed­
eral programs or programs to pay for Norplant for drug-addicted 

wara nrnstitiites. And I still feel that rather than them

Everybody is exated about anoruon. i nave never neeu ouwut, 
abortion. I think we discussed that issue. I am about prevtmting 
unplanned pregnancies. And I think we know that if we could pre­
vent the pregnancy, then abortion becomes a nonissue.

So what I was really saying was that we need to teach our chil­
dren more than just ^0/ We need to teach them how to say no, 
and we need to teach them that if they get into problems, to be re­
sponsible, to make a responsible decisions. I think that was what 
I meant by that statement, and I think in the context of the whole

ritutes and Norplant, well, taken out of rontext—in the conte^

having drug-addicted babies, I still would. But just to say that I 
would justbe doing that so they could go out and have babies or 
something—obviously, I don’t support that. I am not about that.

In regmd to the front seat and the back seat comment, I flunk 
that as we teach our children driver’s education—almost every 
school in Arkansas has some type of driver's education—we teach
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ences, like television, and I agree so much with your comments on 
that It is the sexual innuendos that we hear today in our advertis-

easy to talk about these financial ques- 
inoividual’s right to privacy and, from 

; we have to ask these questions. But I

4

S3?
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explosive political issue. And it is probably not of much comfort to 
Zoe Baird or Kimba Wood that we are now saying, oh, well, this 
doesn’t really matter. It certainly matters to them. Whether it was

Dr. Sldehs. Yes, I do. Senator.
Senator Kassebaum. It seems to me again an important avenue 

that just can’t be overlooked. And it goes back to my opening com­
ments about the changes in generations and the changes in influ-

ewk
is done, though, in order to get the broadest audience possible to 
support it, wul probably require a little bedside manner as well as

I

ing and so forth that I think are all part and parcel of the bigger 
picture.

Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Kassebaum. But how you address it, again, as the 

spokesperson for our Nation’s health, becomes the question, and I 
think that is terribly important. As I said, it is a great opportunity

the thunderbolt. ~
Thank you very muck
Dr. Elders. Thanks, Senator.
The Chairman. Thank you.
Senator Coats.
Senator COATS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Even though he is no longer here, I want to thank my colleague. 

Senator Durenberger, for saying some very nice things about me— 
I hope they are true.

Dr. Elders. Senator, I thought you were very nice when I came 
to visit you, so I have been saying nice things about you, too. 
[Lau^iter.]

Senator Coats. I was starting to think I might be getting a bad 
rap. Whatever the case, I hope you can still say that after I am 
done with this round of questioning.

Dr. Elders. Go right ahead.
Senator Coats. It is not easy to talk about these financial ques­

tions. In feet, I respect an individual’s right to privacy and, from 
one standpoint, regret that we have to ask these questions. But I 
think they need to be asked only because many have written and 
alleged that there are potential conflicts of interest And I would 
think you would want those resolved, and we need to have those 
resolved. If there are conflicts of interest, then that is a matter that 
the committee needs to take into consideration in terms of your 
nomination.

I understood your reluctance to release some of your tax forms, 
which is why I suggested a closed hearing so that we could discuss 
these candidly without you having to do it on nationwide television. 
But you and the chairman said no. you are more than willing to 
do tins on a public basis, so while tne questions are a little bit dif­
ficult, you have chosen to do so, and I want to just take a small 
amount of time here to pursue a couple of questions that I did not 
get to in my first round.

This whole matter of caretakers and domestic help and paying 
o one really knew that was a problem until we had

nr*-

their taxes, no one really knew that was a problem until we had 
some Attorney General nominees, and it suddenly became a very

saying, oh, well, this 
them. Whether it was
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Dr. Elders. My financial interest was a salary, Senator, for serv­
ing—I was providing medical care at that nursing home. I had no

Probably, yes, for 9 months or so. It closed not too 
come—well, months after I became health director.

just say 9 months? .
Dr. ELDERS. But I wasn’t the health director for 18

——

I

r for 18 years, 
as medical director for 18

you and your husband have paid for the care out 
j Then in response I believe to Senator Kennedy’s 

questions, you indicated that actually, the funds for that were your 
mother-in-law’s funds which were placed in your husband’s and
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an appropriate question or not, it was a determining factor in the 
fact that they are now back in the prirate sector and did not be­
come Attorney General

So it is an issue, and I think questions have been raised, and you 
have answered many of my questions, but 1 just wanted to clarify 
a couple of points.

You stated that
of a joint account.

financial interest in that nursing home.
Senator Coats. All right So your financial—whatever you’d call 

it financial interest or whatever—the financial connection with 
the Mercy Nursing Home was that you were providing nursing 
care------

Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Coats, —to the nursing home?
Dr. Elders. No. Senator, I am a physician. I was providing medi­

cal care.
Senator Coats. Well, Tm sorry. I misspoke. You were providing 

medical care------
Dr. Elders. That’s correct
Senator Coats. —to patient in that nursing home.
Dr. Elders. Yes. n
Senator Coats. And you did so while you were State health di­

rector for the State of Arkansas?
Dr. Elders. Probably, yes, for 9 months or so. It closed not too 

long after I become—well, months after I became health director.
Senator Coats. All right. The Washington Post said you served 

as medical director of the nursing home for 18 years.
Dr. Elders. Yes, that’s correct
Senator Coats. I don’t understand the differences. Didn’t you

Senator Coats. All right You served
years at the Mercy Nursing Home.

Dr. Elders. That’s correct
Senator Coats. And did you receive a salary during that 18 

years? 
Dr. Elders. Yes.

your joint account and then paid back out Am I correct on that? 
Dr. Elders. That is correct
Senator Coats. Now, this individual, Audrey Ruffin, who pro­

vided the care for your mother, was she connected in some way 
with the Mercy Nursing Home?

Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Coats. What was that connection?
Dr. Elders. She was the daughter of the former owner of the 

nursing home before it was sold.
Senator Coats. All ri^it And I believe your financial disclosure 

form filed with the State of Arkansas indicated that you had a fi­
nancial interest in that nursing home; is that correct?
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. Now, in 1990, we are not able to get hold of— 
required under Arkansas law to file financial dis-

Dr. Elders. I assume it is lost, Senator. My secretary 
for it; the secretary of the State has looked for it We do

Senator Coats. But there is no copy, no record? 
Dr. Elders. Well, we can’t find it. Senator. We looked.

owned the nursing home sold her right to have a nursing home.
and all of the patients were subsequently moved, and someone else 
used her—it’s called something; I can’t remember—to keep from

J.

geon Gei
Surgeon
hearth I
Mium ma gicovcob pvnd, « gucoo, UOJ ween uiuiai xuvi<u

leadership, trying to build a consensus. And you indicated that you 
thought that that was important.

’ has looked 
lon’t remem­

ber them ever asking about it again, and I can’t remember—I usu-

Senator Coats. And that’s the same period in which the nursing 
home became insolvent—did it become insolvent?

Dr. Elders. Fm not sure it became insolvent. The person who

mportant
There are a number of issues that you have spoken out on, and 

Senator Kassebaum raised some quotes on a couple of them, where 
I think it raises into question whether it is consensus building or

ally file them every year.
Senator Coats. Whom is it filed with in the State of Arkansas— 

the secretary of State?
Dr. Elders. The secretary of State.
Senator Coats. And they have no record of it?
Dr. Elders. No. That’s where we went for the files, and they 

said that they couldn’t find it I don’t know-----
Senator Coats. Is it possible it wasn’t filed?
Dr. Elders. That is possible. Senator, but I really can’t remem­

ber. And it is not a complicated form. Nothing changed on it So

Senator COATS. AU right I am still a little bit confused about the 
9 months.

Dr. ELDERS. After I became health- director, the nursing home 
dosed, I think, the fbUowing year.

Senator COATS. Fm sorry. After you became health director for 
the State of Arkansas, the nursing home closed.

Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Coats. All right And then you terminated, obviously, 

your service there.
Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Coats. Now, in 1990, we are not able to get hold of— 

I believe you are required under Arkansas law to file financial dis­
closure statements—but we cannot find your 1990 financial disclo­
sure statement

Dr. Elders. I can’t find it either.
Senator Coats. So it is lost?

urn’s points that she was going to make, because I agree 
•, and I think you did, too, in that the Surgeon General

* General is largely persuasion, and generally, what I think the 

tth hazards and healthy practices. And for the most part, I

overbuilding in Arkansas, there has to be a certificate of need, and 
the certificate of need was sold. So all the patients were moved, so 
there was no nursing home.

Senator Coats. All right If I could, let me follow up on Senator 
Kassebaum’s
with her, ...
plays kind of a unique role in our Nation. The influence of the Sur-

General tries to do is educate the public as to public

think its greatest power, I guess, has been moral persuasion, moral
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things I have never been atx)ut^an^^^i^eJ^g& And I

sdiool-based health services, and providing programs that offer 
children hope. And I think we need all of those; no single Mie of

failure rate of 10 to 15 percent, or whatever—Planned 
1 says 15.7 percent in their latest missive, and much.

now they are not taiisaie. 
passed through condoms,

you’ve got to do is use condoms,

When we talk about contraceptives, and whether that is the best 
way to approach the problem or teen pregnancy, there are many of 
us who are concerned that just promoting condoms as a solution to

ing the ve^ serious problem of unwanted pre^r^raaes^h^not been

and we know that they break, and we know that they slip, and we 
know that they are not properly used. So the last thing we want 
to do is leave a message that all you’ve got to do is use condoms, 
and you are safe. You may be safer, but you are not safe.

I think an awful lot of young people in our society today think 
that, oh, the solution to AIDS, STD, pregnancy is condoms. I am

72

dividing. You know, we on this panel have fundamental disagree­
ments over the issue of abortion. I think our challenge is to discuss 
those disagreements in a serious but civil way without trying to at­
tack motives. . ....

the problem can actually promote promiscuity, and you can see 
how easily statements can be taken out of context.

Dr. Eidebs. Senator, if I might say something, if I might inter­
rupt you for just a moment.

Senator Coats. Sure. ,. , ..
Dr. Elders. One of the things m regard to condoms—I “““k u

nipt you for just a moment.
Senator Coats. Sure.

they ’wodd'read'Arkansas papers very carefully, they would also 
find a statement that I said that I am a physician, and if I thought 
just passing out condoms would solve the teenage pregnancy prob­
lem, I would go out on the Mall—and I am a doctor, and I can— 
and just pass out condoms. But I know that that will no* 
problem. So I am not about just passing out condoms.
never been what I have been about..

of our very poor areas, we also had young peo- 
to protect themselves who could not afford or

Senator, in some of our very poor areas, we also had young peo­
ple trying to help to protect themselves who could not afford or 
could not get to the store or did not have condoms. Senator, who 
were using saran wrap for condoms to try to protect themselves.

So what I have been about, and I always say every time, I am 
about six things. I have never been about any single thing. And 1 
think you and I discussed those—early childhood education, com­
prehensive health education, parenting education, educating our 
parents, teaching our ymmg men jto be

children hope. And 1 thinx we
&£Xeaate you saying that, and I al? a^

, can— 
But I know that that will not solve the 

That has

press, IV uas uvv. — — —r-------- been on axidonis as the
pT-irnary preventive. And I think that discourages several of us for 
a couple of reasons. ,

One, I think it totally avoids the moral question. Second, we 
know that condoms are not failsafe, and we know that sexually- 
transmitted diseases can pass through condoms. We know that 
there is a L  ‘
Parenthood says 15.7 percent in--------------'
much higher for group-specific failure areas. Other groups say it is 
higher other groups sayit is lower. We know they are not failsafe.

We know that the AIDS virus can be ]
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would get up at midnight and go out^and buy them fcnr_their

insurance on your home, 1 know you have insurance on your car, 
but you would not go out and burn your house down or wreck your

dealing with with young people today, and th^messages that

don’t go to church and listen to those messages. And while they 
might not go to your brothers church, they might listen to the Sur-

want to be safe, don’t count on condoms, 
i it has been miss

geon General on that subject So I hope you are eloquent on the 
subject of abstinence, knowing that that is a message that not ev-

I

car just to collect the insurance. And that is why I feel that we 
have to look at condoms as a protective measure. We don’t fight 
wars, we don’t make guns to kill people. We have guns to protect 
our country.

So it’s the best we’ve got While it is imperfect, it is the best 
we’ve got

Senator Coats. Well, I too understand the realities of what we 
are i*
ATS   

in your position as Surgeon General,’ you really will have an oppor­
tunity to exert moral leadership as well as practical public health 
directives. I know your brother does that from the pulpit I know 
many, many pastors do that from the pulpit I know many kids 
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not sure we are really educating them on the fact that we’ve got 
a lot of pregnant women and a lot of people with STD, various 
types of sexually-transmitted diseases, and people with AIDS who

from the medical standpoint now, not the moral standpoint—but if 
you really want to be safe, don’t count on condoms.

So perhaps it has been misstated, or perhaps only those quotes 
about condoms are the ones that have been quoted, but I was 
happy to hear you say that about abstinence. And you used the ex­
amples of we teach------

Dr. Elders. Senator, may I respond to the abstinence problem?
Senator Coats. Sure.
Dr. ELDERS. I think that we all support abstinence, we all want 

abstinence. I know that that is what I feel we should all be about 
And if you find out the magic bullet on how to be abstinent what 
I want more than anything else as your Surgeon General is to real­
ly be able to reduce or eradicate AIDS, sexually-transmitted dis­
ease, and to make every child a planned, wanted child. And if I 
knew how to do that listen, whatever it took is exactly what I 
would do.

We know that condoms are not 100 percent The only thing that 
is 100 percent is abstinence. But we know that many of our chil­
dren are not being abstinent And I want you to know that given 
a choice between a young woman coming in and saying, “I am preg­
nant” and whether or not she uses contraceptives, most mothers 
I know 1 „ ,
children themselves, 
pregnant And I think we always get bound up in abortion. Sen­
ator, but the real issue is preventing the pregnancy. Then abortion 
becomes a nonissue.

I know that nothing is failure-proof, but I feel that we have to 
protect, and we use the best resources we’ve got I know you have 

used condoms and thought that they were protected.
So I was happy to hear you say that abstinence is important and 

it really ought to be a primary message. In fart, if you are telling 
a young gin if you really want to be safe—and I am just talking

really wa 
) perhaps
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quotes and give you the opportunity to say, “Well, that’s 
; I said,” or maybe it’s in a different context, or whatever,

Did you say that, and do you really believe that?
Dr. Elders. The first statement. Senator, I certainly did make.

they fight against welfare, Uiey fight a^aim»t Mwiicaid, but they al-

, you as saying: “Most of our society believes a baby is God s 
punishment tor fornication.’’ Do you really believe most of our

I
i,

I

f

but—Fm sorry, wo^d you mind—my brain must dying off-----

11 you why I said—and I don’t

i
I
I
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eryone is going to heed—but maybe some will, and maybe 
those who will will avoid the tragic, consequences that coi

izing and divisive.
r„ , ,  

saying: “Rro-lifers are very religious non-Christians. Yes, they love 
little babies as long as they are in somebody else’s uterus.” You are

would have been restricting it probabbf to a very “^7^ group, 
pastor COA^ But you are quo as sapng . our sea

eryone is going to heed—but maybe some will, and maybe some of 
those who will will avoid the tragic, consequences that come from 
even failure of preventive measures.

Now, in that vein, I wonder if I could just quote to you a couple 
of other quotes and give you the opportunity to say, “Well, that’s 
not what 1 said,” or maybe it’s in a different context, or whatever, 
because I did see these as divisive, and I think if we are agreed 
that consensus building is important and educating is important, 
we ought to make sure that all of us—the people on this side of 
the dais as well as that side of the dais—try to avoid those state­
ments that get to motives or are misconstrued or are seen as polar­
izing and divisive.

For instance, you are quoted again in the Washington Post as 
saying: “Pro-lifers are very religious non-Christians. Yes, they love 
little babies as long as they are in somebody else’s uterus.” You are 
quoted as saying: ^Most of our society believes that a baby is God’s 
just punishment for fornication. I am going to keep using him to 
grind in that punishment to you.”

Senator Coats. “Pro-lifers are very religious non-Christians.”
Dr. Elders. All right. Let me tell you why I said—and I don’t 

think I ever—“pro-lifers’ is not a statement that I use very often. 
Senator, so if that was the way it was worded, that’s not what I 
said. I really said—I think it’s more likely that I said “the right to 
life is really the”—what I probably would have said—“very reli­
gious non-Cnristian right" . . B

The reason why I would say “very religious non-Christian right

15r. Elders. Senator, if I would talk about the number of times 
that I have been misquoted—and I am sure maybe you have not 
been misquoted—but I would say that-----

Senator Coats. OK So you didn’t-----

in my State, I have not seen them out working for programs 
help poor mothers. And if we had a society where everybody v

taking care of all people. But in 
ihese kinds of commitments.

•—“pro-^ws” is not a statement that I use very often, 

if that was the way it was worded, that’s not what I

really the”—what I probably 
lon-Christian right"

Senator, is that in Arkansas—I don’t know what they do in your 
State—but what they do is they fight against health education, 
they fight against welfare, they fight against Medicaid, but they al­
ways want to have the children born, but they do not want to sup­
port children after they are here. And that was probably where the 
“love affair with the fetus” may have come in, because I looked on 
it as an affair, that is, a short-term commitment; whereas with 
children, that’s forever. That is a very long-term commitment And 
in my State, I have not seen them out working for programs to 
help poor mothers. And if we had a society where everybody was 
provided health care, a decent place to live, and an adequate edu­
cation, then Senator, we would be taking care of all people. But in 
Arkansas, in my State, I don’t see these kinds of commitments.

Senator Coats. Well, all ri^it The Los Angeles Times quoted 
“Most of our society believes a baby is God’s just 
“ ... - " MIL ------------i --------- , gQQ.

ety believes that? -
Dr. Elders. I would have never said “most of our society. I
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Dr. Eldehs. That’s right
Senator Coats. —ana tins one, I assume, was not misquoted—

questioning—I guess there are certain things I don’t recognize as 
what I said, but what you read out of the Berkeley Law Journal

Act, you sa 
flictea with
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Dr. Elders. But I don’t mind-----
Senator Coats. You didn’t say that The Los Angeles Times

!
I

is exactly what I meant
Senator Coats. Well, Fm not about to get into the theological 

correctness or incorrectness of that conclusion. The point I am try­
ing to make is that to many people whose faith is very i 
to them, they view that as a 1----- --------------------------------

Dr. ELDERS. Well, I might have said “God’s just punishment” All 
^ Senator Coats. Because in the Berkeley Law Journal in an arti­

cle you wrote—

people whose faith is very important 
r i very divisive, radicalizing, polarizing 

statement, and “those are fighting words.”
Dr. Elders. Senator, my faith is very important to me, too.

•--*3*1
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Dr. Elders. I probably didn’t say “most of our society.” But I did 
say that there are people in our society who look at having a baby, 
a pregnancy, as just punishment for fornication.

Senator Coats. “God’s just punishment for fornication.”

1

Senator Coats. Let me just turn to one other area of quotes, and 
I can probably stop at that You said: “In the 17 years that abortion 
has been legal nationwide, it has had an important and positive ef­
fect on public health.” Do you really believe abortion has had a 
positive public health effect? I mean, many of us see that as a trag­
edy. We see teen pregnancy as a tragedy.

Dr. Elders. I see teen pregnancy as a tragedy. I see abortion as 
a tragedy. And Senator, my whole effort—the only efforts I have 
made and will continue to make—is really to try to avoid teenage 
pregnancy. I feel that if we stop talking about abortion and start 
putting our efforts on how do we prevent unplanned pregnancies, 
we can begin to make real progress in our society.

Senator Coats. I raise that because you had also indicated before 
this committee in your testimony in 1990 on the Freedom of Choice 

said: “Abortion has reduced the number of children af- 
i severe defects. The number of Down’s Syndrome in­

fants in Washington State in 1976 was 64 percent lower than it 
would have been without legal abortion,” to which the Down’s Syn­
drome Congress replied: “Does this mean Dr. Elders feels children 
with Down’s Syndrome are not worthy of life in our society?”

Dr. ELDERS. Absolutely not. Senator. The statement was in feet 
a statement of fact The number is a fact But I have had many

“We have refused to make a commitment to solving the crisis of 
teenage motherhood because we view pregnancy as just punish- 
mentfor the sin of premarital sex.”

Dr. Elders. I did say that
Senator Coats. And do you believe that?
Dr. Elders. I wrote it and I did say it yes, sir.
Senator Coats. So in essence, the Los Angeles Times, maybe a 

word is off here or there, but that’s what you were trying to say, 
I assume.

Dr. Elders. What I wrote, Senator, was—that was why I was

has been Iq’al nationwide^ it has had an^miporfent and positive 
^^et on reaDy

tn.edy,
a tragedy. And Senator, my whole effort—the oi
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I would tell them,” you said, “you are going to have two good ba-I would tell them,” you said, “you are going to have two good ba­
bies, and Fm going to decide when you’re going to have them.*

How does that square with what you just said about not being
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patients that I have cared for with Down’s Syndrome. My favorite 
uncle, my nephew, has Down’s Syndrome. He is presently 20-plus 
years old—a wonderful, lovable child. . lovable child.

I feel. Senator—I think we were talking about the Freedom of 
Choice Act when I spoke—I feel that people should be able to make 
that choice. I do not feel that I know enough about other people’s 
lives to make that choice for them. I am not good enough to make 
that choice, and Senator, I don’t feel that I love enough to make 
that choice. I feel that that is a choice that they have to make be­
tween themselves, their significant other, and their God. It should 
not be made by me. ’ ,

Senator Coats. Well, having just said that, let me ask you this, 
then. In an interview with Bryant Gumbel on December 30, 1992,

  it; we would 
sometimes change them to put them on a pump. So I very strongly 
_ _ — — .**« i i ii, i are

atric endocrinologist. I took care of young children with diabetes, 
and I did not want them involved. Senator, in having babies before 
they were ready to have babies. I wanted them to be in good con­
trol, and I wanted them to have very healthy babies. So, when they 
began puberty, with their parents sitting in the room—and there 
were

And every time I ever* talked to any parent of a child who----------
betes, all I saw was i' '

together in an interview with anybody. About the “two good ba­
bies,” we were talking about children with diabetes. I am a pedi- 

ic endocrinologist. I took care of young children with diabetes, 

icy were ready to have babies. I wanted them to be in good con- 
ol. and I wanted them to have very healthy babies. So, when they 

e probably 500 parents all over Arkansas who would come—we 
ea about the things that would go on and what would happen. 

I everv time I ever talked to any parent of a child who had dia- 
, sitting in the chair, nodding. And some of 

them, when they were going to get married, we talked about it; we 
would make sure their hemoglobin A—1-Cs were righ 
sometimes change them to put them on a pump. So I v  
felt that I wanted them to have two good, healthy babies. Wc 
not talking about abortions. We are talking about pregnancy.

The Chairman.* I mean, this is a medical phenomenon, the dif­
ficulties diabetics face when they have children.

Dr. Elders. Yes, absolutely. Any woman, especially those who 
have juvenile diahatas, has a far higher risk of having a child who 
is bom—-they may be bom big, but they are premature. They have 
a far greater risk of having congenital malformation if they are not 
well-controlled at the time of their pregnancy, and they have a far

Senator Coats. Well, I think it is important that you have an op­
portunity to clarify that I mean, it is quoted by some pretty rep­
utable sources—New York Times, Washington Post, LA. Times.

Dr. Elders. And Bryant Gumbel never talked with me of some­
thing of chat sort. ,, ,

Senator Coats. I just have one more area, Mr. Chairman, unless 
you want to— . .

The Chairman. I would just ask regarding diabetes, the inci­
dence of high-risk pregnancy for diabetics is much higher; is that 
correct?

in a position to make a choice?
Dr. Eiders. Senator, I know those two things were never said

Dr. Elders. Oh, yes, sir. 
The Chairman. I mean, this

absolutely. Any woman, especially those who 
es, has a far higher risk of having a child who
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planvery carefully, plan Jhe pre^nancy^such that they

just ask a couple of questions about tl 
The condoms, as I understand it. » purchased from Ansel, 

“Lifestyle,” and you had

sponsibility to warn those young girls, or boys, or i 
those condoms that they were carrying a loaded gun?

Dr. Eldebs. Senator, I think the AP may not ha

Senator Coats. OK But why weren’t those who had to use 
them—I mean, the FDA wasn’t going to use the condoms, and they«I4hS

greater difficulty with their pregnancy. So we have really tried to 
’ would be in

The Chaihman. So that they have the best opportunity to have 
a healthy baby.

Dr. Eldebs. Absolutely.
Senator Coats. One fest i ‘ ‘ , : _*

condoms. And I know that we touched on it earlier, but Fd like to

Food and Drug Administration then found a defective rate of ten 
times higher than that set by the Food and Drug Administration; 
in fact, 50 per 1,000 were found to be defective.

The FDA approved recommendation for recall of the condoms.

weren’t at risk-----
Dr. Eldebs. And the FDA was going to force a recall, but the 

company volunteered to recall the condoms and bring them back in.

Senator Coats. Did the company do that?
Dr. Elders. Yes.
Senator Coats. Was there a public campaign in Arkansas to in­

form those who had been given condoms that these were defective 
and that potentially-----

Dr. Elders. No, sir, there was no public campaign.
Senator Coats. How were they to know, then?
Dr. Eldebs. Well, we looked at the number that was out, and we

issue—this whole question of defective 

about that 
, were 

who sold them under the brand name of , 
purchased—according to Associated Press—over one million “Life­
style” condoms were purchased by your health department The

but no recall was evu- made, nor was the Arkansas public who was 
given these condoms ever informed that these were defective.

I guess my question is why didn’t you feel an obligation or re­
sponsibility to warn those young girls, or boys, or whomever had 
those condoms that they were carrying a loaded gun?

Dr. Elders. Senator, I think the AP may not have reported it 
correctly, but it was the Arkansas Department of Health that re­
ported the defective condoms to the FDA.

out that it was in the greater public good—and sometimes, you as 
a public health official nave to make decisions that you consider in 
Hie greater nublic good as opposed to an individual.

Senator Coats. Well, how can it be in the greater public good 
when you are running a risk of 50 failures per 1,000 of not only 
an unwanted pregnancy, but a lifetime sexually-transmitted dis­
ease, or even ADDS? How could that be in the greater public good?

Dr. Elders. Well, of course, you have just been fighting me 
about condoms, and I have been trying to tell you that it was 50 
per 1,000, but it would be 1,000 per 1,000 if they didn’t use 
condoms.

Senator Coats. But we are talking about a defective condom 
now. We are talking about General Motors saying you keep driving

made the decision, whether it be right or wrong, we made the deci­
sion considering the number of condoms from that group that was 
out that it was in the greater public good—and sometimes, you as 
a public health official nave to make decisions that you consider in 
Hie greater nublic good as opposed to an individual.

Senator Coats. Well, how can it *

pregnancy, but a lifetime sexually-transmitted dis- 
ADDS? How could that be in the greater public good?
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handed out to the young people?
Dr. Elders. Yes, well. Senator, those were out

of those condoms at school, and vou later 
othered to notify you or your child that

publ
COA'

provide death, or unwanted pregnancy, or as a mother?
r. Elders. We did recall all of the—all of the condoms out of

you^ou^ht^to notifypeop^that------

Senator Coats. Even knowing that potentially some young peo- 
*e using these could get AIDS, and it could be a life and death

Dr. Elders. Again, there were very few of those condoms. Sen­
ator, that were out, and the other thing that we—we changed; we 
recalled them, we exchanged, and we got new batches of condoms 
for our health departments, and we felt that really, creating a 
major scare over a whole State would markedly reduce the—make 
everybody afraid of the condoms and not use the condoms of the 
health department. So that was the decision we made.

Senator Coats. Well, the only condoms you turned in were those 
that were in the possession of the Arkansas Public Health Depart­
ment; right?

Dr. Elders. But all the condoms that were given out were in the 
possession of the Arkansas Public Health Department, and where­
as they may have been out, they are out in our public health clin-

Senator Coats. Yes, but what about those that had already been

Senator Coats. In your position as Surgeon General, if a similar 
situation arose, would you make the same decision?

Dr. Elders. Senator, I would pull all of the people that I felt I 
needed around me to help me evaluate the decision, and I would 
always try to make the decision that was what I felt was in the 
best public health interest

Senator Coats. Well, how about as a mother? What if your chil­
dren had picked up some of those condoms at school, and you later 
found out that no one bothered to notify you or your child that 
those condoms had a failure rate of ten times what FDA rec­
ommended? Wouldn’t you be a little bit upset about that, and if 
someone said, “Well, I made the decision in the best interest of Ar­
kansas public health,” wouldn’t you as a mother be a little upset?

Dr. Elders. Senator, the decisions I make as a mother, the deci­
sions that I make as a private citizen, and the decisions that I 
make as a public health official are sometimes different.

Senator Coats. Well, in this case, don’t you see some potential 
tragic consequences of making a distinction between the difference 
of public health director and deciding not to recall a condom that

Dr. Elders. We did recall all  
those groups, Senator, I have told you were picked up——

Senator Coats. But wouldn’t you want—didn’t you think that

78-

that car, and you may die in a head-on crash because your brakes 
fail, and then informing the State and.the State not doing anything 
about it. I mean, if I were a parent-----

Dr. Elders. Senator, we made a public health decision. It may 
decision, but that was the decision. After con- 

with our top-level staff in Arkan-
have been the wrong decision, but th
ferring with the FDA, conferring wit
sas, that was the public health decision that we made.

Senator Coats. Do you still believe it was the right decision? 
Dr. Elders. Yes,_I do.

pie using these could get 
decision?
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v^y bnefly-end then, if

The Chairman. Now, following the action by the health dep 
ment, the department notified the FDA, and FDA tested the s

understand it; is that

TheCS^SfAN/The

there are other questions, we’ll have those—the first complaint of 
condom breakage was received in the fall of 1990. The health de-

■

the action by the health depart- 
 £ ‘

pies ofthe randoms, found them to be defective, approved a seirare 
recommendation, and the seizure recommendation was voided 
when the company voluntarily withdrew all the lots of the condoms 
in question. Is that right?

Dr. Elders. That’s correct , „ A
The CHAIRMAN. Now, this is the second area. You were not able 

to notify all of the individual clients; is that correct------
Dr. Elders. That’s right. Senator.
The Chairman, —because they are distributed in public health 

clinics.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir. , , ,
The CHAIRMAN. Sc you don’t know all the people who have gotten 

them because you don’t have records of who received them all. But 
you did withdraw all those that you had contact with.

Dr. Fi-nEBS- Yes, sir.
The Chairman. So the question is did the FDA, did the Federal 

Food and Drug Administration issue a public information release?

partment sent samples totiie^pplier^for testing/Thg supplier in-
.. . rightf * 0011(1011:3 met SPedfiMti“1S’ “

Dr. Elders. Thaf s right
The Chairman. The first

understand it; is that right?
Dr. Elders. Thaf s right
The Chairman. The first complaint, complaint number one, your 

department took action and sent it back to the manufacturer. They 
said that they met the specifications.

Then, between February 1991 and June 24, the department re­
ceived four additional complaints—four-----

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. —about condom breakage. On July 21, the 

health department stopped distribution and requested the return of 
all the randoms at the public health clinics.

So you reached out to all the public health clinics and brou^it 
those back.

Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The CHAIRMAN. Essentially, the department took the action on 

the basis of only five complaints. Although the condoms were dis­
tributed nationwide, no other complaints were made to FDA.

Dr. Elders. That’s correct. .
The Chairman. No other department of health in the country 

made complaints, according to our records.
Dr. ELDERS. Thaf s correct. Senator.
The Chairman. Yours did.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
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 Senator Coats. I mean, when you’ve got a potentially deadly-----
The Chairman. Senator, I think we are going to have to take a 

break. I mean, I have listened to the answer three times. I am glad 
to do whatever you want to do, but I thought you were on the 
last------

Senator Coats. Well, you are right The answer is no, and I 
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e m^miormauon is tnat^au^oi^ine^
o7 those lots were purchased only

to reoll them, there was an obligation to at least issue a notice. 
My goodness, if we have defective Tylenol, they put a public sennce 
• - • ’ ’ •• • i -1—----- [ if they dont get all ci

Hnp you immunize more children, but you are^gsing tojiave a very 

----- -■----- mnized did not get it? It is a very tough ethical, moral pub- 

derstand it, you handled it exceptionally wefl.
I know others may be Monday morning quarterbacks and look
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Dr. Eldebs. Not that I know about. Senator. We didn’t receive 
one.

The Chairman. The Food and Drug Administration did not. Well, 
it seems to me we ought to be finding out what happened with the 
FDA on this. [Applause.] Now, it is a public health issue and oues- 
tion whether, after making a judgment aboat how many have been 
distributed and what is the nature of the risk and how many are 
out there, versus, as I would imagine, whether by issuing the pub­
lic information release, you are going to find that other people 
might say, 'Well, these other condoms migit not be effective, and 
therefore we won’t use them," and create a public health issue. Is 
that correct?

Dr. Elders. I think that’s correct
The Chairman. These are tough calls. There was the difference 

between the killed and the live vaccines in polio. With the live vac-

SddaSi'thiryou hive to make, had as fun-

back on this, but I understand your answer to be that when you 
have public health issues and questions like this, you want to Uy

bulletin out and say don’t take them—even u. ——- « . x , 
them back from the shelves of the stares, they say, “Dont take 
them. You might die.’ And it would seem to me that the very mini­
mal ftMigatinn ought to be at least to send word out to the 16- and 
17-year-olds, who think that they’ve got a condom that is going to 
protect them, that when you have been told that they are defective, 
the least you could do is put out a notice saying there are some de­
fective condoms out there, and if you have any question, go to the

regard to this issue; there may be others who think there should 
have been a different judgment. But that is what I understand the 
situation to be.

Dr. Elders. That’s correct
S^natnr COATS. Mr. Chairman, could I just ask on this point-----
The Chairman. Sure.
Senator Coats. That was a very spirited defense, which you are

Ve^ieteAmMAN. Well, it was a factual statement
Senator Coats. Well, Mr. Chairman, I want to challenge that be­

cause my information is that al! of the defectrre condoms discov­
ered by FDA when they contacted Anse1 were in five lots, and all 
five of those lots were purchased only by the Arkansas Public 
Health Department So it wasn’t a matter of contacting other 
States It was simply a matter of contacting the Arkansas Puohc 
Health Department . .

And it seems to me that whether or not the decision was made 
tn recall them, there was an obligation to at least issue a notice.

^ipjause.] Now^ it is^a public health issue md <|ues- 

ad what is the nature of the risk and how many are

;1S oTer
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ally do is why the Public Health Service continues to urge absti­
nence in some programs and yet promotes condoms in others.”

n
tie*. When we ouuk* eiwninatr risky activities, we most attempt to modify sod 
mitigate them and their coneeqnencea. Thia‘public-health role is what brought a

No-1 daeMek^ag Americaayouth and aworid m whidi m^r 
rflTSd’S* With thelr b°die* “X having interowrae be-

discussion on the condoms, I want to include in the record excerpts 
from Dr. James O. Mason, who was assistant secretary for health 
for President Bush. He says: “When we cannot eliminate risky ac- 

’ , 1 _l empt to modify and mitigate them and their
consequences. This public health role is what brought a conserv­
ative moralist, C. Everett Koop, our former Surgeon General, 
ZZ-Z ezi c t - J 2______2___________
eral during the Rearan-Bush period, and James Mason was assist­
ant secretary for health under President Bush.

when they leave these matters up to public health considerations. 
The Senator may not agree with the decision that was made on it, 
but I do think that this may be a matter of sound public health.

ative moralist, C. Everett Koop, our former Surgeon General, to be­
come an outspoken advocate of condoms.” Koop was Surgeon Gen-

caoMrvatm maroliW, C. Evcntt Koop, oar former nrgeoa groend, to become «n 
oatapokaa advocate at condom*

He did*! chug* Ina moral view, bat bia public-health view reflected a worid m

 roea the agaa of 13 and 16.
This tension between what some of ua would prefer that children and adnfta do 

and what they aometimea actaally do is why the Public Health Service oontjnnes 
to urge abstinence in some programs and yet promotes condoms in other*

  ---   
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place where you got them, and we’ll replace them. That seems to 
me to be the least of the responsibilities we have with the young 
people whom we give the defective condoms to.

The Chairman. I would say to the Senator there are a series of 
lots. There is no indication that those are not distributed nation­
wide. Why don’t we wrestle with this ourselves-----

Senator Coats. Yes. It is factual issue we’ll have to determine. 
The Chairman. Fd be glad to, but it is my understanding that 

piey were distributed nationwide. And quite frankly, there is the 
issue of FDA’s policies with regard to this particular instance. They 
talk about when they do give notification and when they don’t, and

Mason continues: “the tension between what some of us would 
prefer that drildren^and adults do and what they sometimes actu-

nehce in some programs and yet promotes condoms  
[The material referred to follows:]

Adminutmtion Support for Condom Availability

^xcam raoit Why ths Govsenmoh- Ureas Abstinence and Condoms

DC. JAMES O. MASON, ASSWANT SSCKSTAKT FCI HEALTH

I am ouvinced by my experience in the Public Health Service that certain *ctm- 
tiea that 1 would caution young people about on moral groonda are abo a dear and 
•erimu health riak. canaia&for example, about 40,000 to 80,000 deadly new inier- 
tioaa with the AIDS vkua (Hiy) e«h yoar.

Of couroe, phyckdaaa hi pubbe health most do more than nil againat audi activi-

for President Bush. He says: “When we cannot eliminate risky ac­
tivities, we must attei---- ---------- J ‘ ■’ ’ ’ '

We may have to go back and look at the actions of the Food and 
Drug Administration, when they leave these kinds of issues and 
guesficsis to the public health considerations of those who are sf-

The nominee made a judgment on public health grounds, and we 
have a number of people—and I will put their statements in the 
record—who support that public health decision, and there will be 
others who may differ, but that is the situation.

I
public health decision, and there will be

I want to just touch on two final areas. Since there has been such
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Novella, the Surgeon General appointed under President Bush, 
where she talks about HIV and adolescents, and urging abstinence:

W« undmUmd that the Hiiladehphia Board of Ednation deeded that f^ila-
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W. wffl keep the record

say that of the manjf things that impressedopen.
I must i . 

do you know the percentage

«y also lead us to rec-
_______ ------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------n“^r Other “■- 
ni nW in rrs and with other audiences, many of us would Huahto deambe. 

But there are times when the best we can do is advise, urge and reumunend—and 

do it we must.
The Chairman. I will also include the statement of Ai^nio

 —r> 

to protect
fail to j>rc

Surin thema cautious, sensibie and realistic approach to sex.

Excwrs fbom ncTsavucw with Psssnffixr Bush, Dkembbx w, is»i

£ ^^‘d^^TlTSem try it cot there. Would I w«t this - a 
"^Jfp^^Lthina at the federal level? No.’

 EXCBtFTS FSOM DB- JaMKS CUMWi, ASSISTANT SUMTON GKNKRAL AND DSVTY 
DiMCToa ro* HIV at the CDC

pmttttw ritbt of eacaaffected camnmnity to dstenme the course of action mo 
appropri****^!—HIV infection under local cucu instances.

Senator Coats. Can we keep the record open for all of us to sub-

r

“For them, we must not fail to provide adequate instruction on cor- 

’^iTVeverySSig I have heard from you, you have been talking 

about abstinence and about the importance of values and respon­
sibility on these issues as well. -

So I want to put these in as part of the record because they are 
very clear indications of what the previous Surgeon General s posi­
tion has been on this issue.

[The material referred to follows:].

Excduts fbom: Teen-agues’ High-risk Behavior Courts AIDS 

ANTONIA C. NOVELLO, SURGEON GENERAL
White AIDS experts confer in Amrterdam. the USA needs to focus on curbing the 

^^ffir^tirebefore finfehing high rnhool and 1» had four or more

- thmnrelwa if they chooee to be eeamally agree. For them.
> nrovide adequate mrtructxm on comet uae of condcma and almrt them to 
Q^bgaSnaandrreponaibilitiea toward thjrir eexnal Mrtnen. Above all, we 

r- ■emnhte end mlirtic approach to OCX.



- ------------ - —---—

«

was.

The Chairman. How about Monday at 6?
Senator Kassebaum. I think we’d better allow a couple days.

going to schedule a time fc 
Friday, a week from today.

what I think has been an extraordinary exposition on public 
health, and I want to say that I have the highest regard for your 
integrity and for your commitment and have been enormously 
moved by your life’s experience. It will be good to have someone in

The Chairman. Well, this has been ongoing, and we want to try 
to accommodate evep^one. Let’s have the questions in by Tuesday 
noon. I think there is no reason—the Senate is in session all day 
Monday, so let’s have the questions in by Tuesday noon, and the 
record will remain open until we have the responses to those ques­
tions.

We will consult with the members of the committee, but we are 
to schedule a time for the consideration of the nomination for 

We will be in session then.
We want to thank you very, very much.
Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator.

83

nant, but you also know the percentage of teenagers who are going 
to church on Sunday. I think that is very impressive.

Senator Coats.
Senator Coats. Those are all the questions I have, Mr. Chair­

man.
The Chairman. Senator Kassebaum.
Senator Kassebaum. I have nothing further, Mr. Chairman. 
The Chairman. Senator Mikulski.
Senator Mikulski. No questions, Mr. Chairman.
The CHAIRMAN. I will submit my additional public health ques­

tions to you. Dr. Elders.
We have had requests for other questions and answers, and we 

- will ask all of our colleagues to submit their questions—oh, there 
is one other matter that I do want to get on the record.

I have here the financial interest statement filed in 1989. This 
was the first year, as director of the Department of Public Health, 
that you were under an obligation to file it 

Dr. Elders. That’s right
The Chairman. That was 1989.
Dr. Elders. Yes, sir.
The Chairman. The 1990 statement cannot be located. You filed 

one in 1991, and you filed one in 1992. Is that correct?
Dr. Elders. That is correct.
Senator Coats. For a minute there, Mr. Chairman, I thought you 

had the missing 1989 statement [Laughter.]
The Chairman. That would have been the end of the week that

As my final statement, I just want to thank you so much for

moved by your life s experience. It will be good to have someone in 
the office of Surgeon General who has the breadth of experience 
and the deep, deep commitment that you have.

Dr. Elders. Thank you. Senator.
The Chairman. We will keep the record open for questions 

through Monday at 6, when all the questions should be in.
Senator Kassebaum. Mr. Chairman, I would just say that be­

cause Senator Greggs is in his home State over the weekend, he 
said he would have them ready for submission early next week. I 
think------
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toaaxch Fellow In Pediatrics. 0. of AX Medical Center. Little lock-1964- 
-________________________________________ 1967

Asalatsnc Professor in Pediatrics. 0. of AX Medical Center. Little Bock 
____________________________________________________________________________ 1967-1971

Associate Professor la Pediatrics. 0. of AX Medical Center. Little lock 
______________________________________________________________________ 1971-1976
Professor in Pediatrics. 0. of AX Medical Center. Little Bock-1976- 

Prpdpqf
Director. Arkansas Deaartuent of Health. Little lock. AX-19P7-Presenc

STATEMENT FOR COMPLETION BY PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES
PART t AU THE INFORMATION IN THIS PART WILL BE MADE PUBLIC 

tia-rs Mlanle Joycelyn
Name:.

Atntn Ctas 

>e 13. 1933

Use befoo a« pootions Md ance tsMece. ieckaSncMle tdle er description ol job. 
emptoper. location of wort, and dates st indenee awptopment

U.S. Amy. 1st Llentenant. Brooke Amy Medical Ceater-1953-1956(M.S. (Blot 
Intern in Pediatries, tovemtev of Minnie, ■nn.tr.l W^^Us-196O- 
toldent in Pediacrlcs ml
0. of Al Medical Center,

1

A’’ e

 list below aS membershms and otSces held in pratessaxui. fraternal, bwsiness. senoiarty.

cmc. chantable and «aer oecanuaoons lor me last five years and any omer pr«x mem. 
bershiM or offices yon consider relevant

I
I!
I

rwehia Auras

Maritt Carried

■

A.'
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I*mc« or p—roni mtn Fracnt.

Hacln—1 Adoroorv Co»l««<.

r’« Co*Uxloa oa ch* SutM ofGoto:

bookx, Mtida; raaorts ar.

i

Itm Boacor Brown Coapolgn for Sexto trprrxontoclve

S100 ooncrlbMClon. August IWO

Iras Bunter Brown Coupoign for Scste Beproscntstlvo

fl00 contribution. August I>o2

Jay Bradford Cxnooign for Stste Sensee

J100 contribution. April 1990

Cl ini

II.

Teo.

X Has*

a
Tes.

UstM
aac>

Lot Bte Mos. |Md«slMn and 
youhMwnann.

Soo Atrirhnent C.

listaayadnsory. conwnat~e. honorary or ouwr part . t> 
Sute. or local gowmmeats othor tBan those Wuod at

for President
ft000 concrlbucion. August *92

Speaker at timocratic national rnmlttee aeetlng
n.NT August *92

Pubfeshed 
wrongs;

1972
______________________________________________ 197S-19M

Worth Little lock Clril Sertrlee Coaalssion 1973-1975

Mo. I will be on lam of absence viehoat pay frou the University 
Cr-IMW.1 «r UeJir-inw tar run years, m be extended eacn 

year at the wishes of the Board of Trustees. .

X Slate whether you haw any plans attar comedoudj
. ----------- are..- . _ ----- ---- -^a^ --- *- -

■i:

orships and ottcas bsfcl at or Bnanoal cocnfautMas and s 
parties or decten comautteei during On last Coe years.

*

>r7
r-:'

Tea, as esalaloed above

X Do you intend to sane the M tars lor which yoi 
Mdantiai edaction. whiciwwTis appheatriti
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1 Oocriie any bmineM r«uaanttM>. OeaUxf or Gnancul transaction nhidi you have had 
dunac a« last five years whether lor yousett, on behaii ot a client, or actmc as an 
acent. that constitutes a ooreraiat conaicl ol interest wrth the position to wtuch you 
have been nominated.

-’I

other finandal ratationshios wtiidi con 
the position to adech you have been

i

'■

£
e

c.‘ <

-•

4. list any tobbyin< activity durinc the past 10 years in which you have enjayed tor the 
purnose ot directly or aufcrectfy in«ue«aa< the passafe. defeat or modification ot any 
Federal hyetwrirm or of adectinf the aihuinittration and execution Federal law or

policy.

s. r pv----- J-  ---- - ~T t-*—h-r —«-♦ -w- — h.
yow response; to the above rtems. 
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nciatet. clients 
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I'
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Testimony on Federal Isauea

of
Junes 1988

March 1989

April 1989

August 1990

June 1991

July 1992

Noveaber 1992

-5a-

ATTACHMEHT A

HONORARY DEGREES

I

■'5
i

. I

I
_ j 
•'■I
II
..

f.' ■ ■

U.S. Senate Ccaeaittee on Health Probl. 
the Lower Mississippi Delta Region

Delta Ccamission- chaired by Governor Clinton

Cosnoittee on Labor and Hunan Resources 
re: Rules and regulations on abortion 
clinics

Special CoMissicn on Aging (Wash. D.C.)

Aging Sub:□—ittee (Pine Bluff, AR) 
re: Rural Health and Elderly

Senate Appropriation CoHeittee, Subcc^nittee 
on Labor, Health and Hunan Services 
re: iTtn i rations

National Governor's Cnwttee on Health Care 

re^’Access for Children and Adolescents

U.S. Senate Coenittee on Labor and Human 
Resources (written testimony submitted) 
re: School Based Health Clinics

National Commission on AIDS (in capacity as 
ASTHO President)

Joint Economic Commission, Subcoraittee on 
Education and Health
re: Social Cost of Teenage Pregnancy

Philander Smith College - Little Rock, AR 
Doctor of Science
1989

Connecticut College
Doctor of Science
1990

Hendrix College - Conway, AR
Doctor of Laws
1990

Yale University - Connecticut
Doctor of Science
1992

Lamamye Christian College - Memphis, TH
Doctor of Science

- 1993
Moorehouse College of Medicine

Doctor of Science
1993

University of Minnesota
Doctor of Science
1993

*
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HOHORS AND AWARDS

1980

USPHS Postdoctoral Research Fellow 1964
B.S. Magna Cu« Laude - Philander Smith Col^ege-1952

1949-1952

ATTACHMENT B

MEMBERSHIPS

it of Science

' ■’iJt:
i

Association of State & Territorial Health Officers 
(ASTHO) 1987 - present. President 1992-pxesent

Academy of Pediatrics - Council on Government Affairs 
1991 - 1992 (Advisory status at present)

Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)
1991-present

Alan Guttaacher Institute Board
1991 - present

Robert wood Johnson Generalist Physician Initiative 
Advisory Cr—lision
1992 - present

Journal of Pediatrics (Editorial Board)
. 1991 - present

Sigma Xi President 1978-1979
Delta Signa Theta Sorority
American Association for the Advancemew

1969-1977
Southern Society for Pediatric Research

President 1979-198C
Day Care & Child Development Council of America

1972
Lawson Wilkins Endocrine Society

Membership Chair 1976
Director 1985-1989

National Pituitary Agency
1977 - 1980

Human Growth Foundation
1974-1978

■■

. 5 ’

Alvin C. Ehrich Award (Academy of Educational
Development) 1993 
(donated to Philander Smith College scholarship 

fund)
National Coalition of 100 Black Women's Candace Award 

for Health Science 1991
Chicago's De Lee Humanitarian Award 1991
American Medical Association Nathan Davis Award 1990 
Southern Health Association Charles Jordan Award 1990 
National Education Association Mary Futrell Award

for Creative Leadership in Women's Rights 1990 
AMA National Congress on Adolescent Health Award 

for Outstanding Efforts on Behalf of America's 
Touth 1990

National Governor's Association Distinguished
Service Award 1989

Arkansas Democrat's Woman of the Tear 1988
Worthen Bank's Arkansas Professional Women of

Distinction Award 1987
-Horizons' 100 Outstanding Women of Arkansas
Distinguished Women in Arkansas 1975
Personalities of the South 1972-1975
Alpha Omega Alpha 1972 
USPHS Career Development Award 1967-1972

Alpha Kappa Mu National Honor Society 1951
A1U“ntq^a,?^“ic Scholarship - Philander Smith College



XV-J ■r-

I

90

1

r

(Board)

xce (Board)

ATTACHMENT C

PUBLICATIONS

So. Med J. 58:1586:1965

3.

6.

K ■ :

i q
j

2‘ W-T- Bi010^ rol« thynuc hormone.

I

4. EMexMJ^Md

5.

j
■>*-5

k’

r> •'

y.-7*t

1
i

Arkansas Wcwen's Political Caucus 
1975

Arkansas Diabetes Association
National Bank of Arkansas (Board) 

1978-1989
Little Rock Chanter of G

1980 - present
Little Rock Rotary Club

1989-present
Paul Barris Fellow - 1991

■Arkansas College Board
1992-present

Anerican Board of Pediatrics 
Exaninex, Endocrinology
1987-1989

Central Arkansas Academy of Pediatrics
Anerican Diabetes Association 
Academy of Pediatrics
North Little Rock Workman's Compensation Committee 

1975-1979
Elizabeth Mitchell Children's H<

1971-1973
Youth Homes, Inc. (Board) 

1973-1975
United Cerebral Palsy-Assoc, of AR (Board)

1971-1973
Volunteers in Public Schools

1973
Northside YMCA (Board) 

1973-present
Central AR National Foundation Med. Advis. Com. 

1975-present

'..Hunkes. E A.’Smith, W.Q, of

i^chxix So.Merj.'GLlS;  ̂A biochenx’c*1 “ 

W6iJL Hu<b<a: “««««* metabolism in the

Gta-cortcoids and musde

mice by prejuancy.

 . J.
R^l^’5Sr-MJ,“dMcN’tt’LM^ Mitochondrial manganese. Jed.

•- s»«iaoo». iwz.S±^:.£rs±?.«'.’£^

l<t EHers, JCJ-, KE.
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13.

19. Elders, MJ, J.T. Smith, W.G. Smith «ad EJL Hughes: B-ammo-propi 
mncopoljsMcharide Hwynthesis in the chicken Biochem. J. 136:985.

(riooitrile and
1973.

Hagerstown, M.D.. 1974. vol. 3. a,opt. 2.
Elders. MJ. and E.R. Hughes: Pysriyteineniias and amyloidoses:

heart induced by glucocorticoids dming em embryogenesis. Ped. Res. 9277.^19

32.

1975.

Birth Defects. Original Article Series 12:127-133.1976.
Skaug, WA., and MJ. Elders: Home management of ju-venile onset diabetes

somatomedin activity aodtissue lipids by amphetamihes.^CIgi. Res. .22:90a.. 1974. 

Mechanisms of growth retardation in children maintained on long term cancer

hes and MJ. Elders: Glucocorticoid 
le site of action. Ped. Res. 8:391, 1974.

13. 1__________ ________________
pathogenesis of encephakxnyelitis: A role for an obligatory micro nutrient? Ped. 
Res. 7:192.1973.

Fanniy Physician. 11:109. June, 1975.
Elders. MJ, B.S. Wingfield. MK McNatt, J.S. Clarke and EJL Hughes: 
Glucocc'rticoid therapy in children: effect on somatomedin secretion. Am. J. Dis. 
Child. 129:1393.1975.

the melanism of growth retardatioti by glucocorticoids. Clin. Res. 21:109,1973. 
Elders. MJ, B^. Wingfield. MX. McNatt and EJ&. Hughes: Somatomedin acfirttr 
m plasma of children receiving prednisooe. Ped. Res. 8:324.1973.
EJL Hughes. MJL McNatt. B.S. Wingfield and MJ. Elders: Studies on the

Elders. MJ, T.Garland, WJL Daughaday, DA. Fisher and EJL Hughes: 
Regulation of growth and plasma growth hormone in Laron's dwarf Ped. Res.

14. EMerk, MJ, EL Green and J.G. Jones: Hyperuricemia. Case presentation. J.
/kidt Med. Soc. Dec. 1971. ’ •

15. Elders. M. J, J.T. Garland. W.H. Daughaday. DA. Fisher, J.E. Whitney and EJL
Hughes: Laron's dwarfism: studies on the nature of the defect. J. Ped. 83:253.1973.

16. dark. J-S, B.S. Wingfield. M L. McNatt, MJ. Elders and EJL Hughes: Studies on 
th. mM-haniew. «f growth retardation by glucocorticoids. Clin. Res. 21:109,1973.

17. Elders. MJ, BcS. Wingfield, MX. McNatt and EJL Hughes: Somatomedin activity

  IL Hugh

inhibition in GAGS biosmthesis: possinlt------------------ -------------------- .
26. D.C, J A. Lee, J. Kenney, EJL Hughes and MJ. Elders: Accelerated growth

of the heart induced by glucocorticoid during embryonic development. Clin. Res.

39. Skaug. WA.. and MJ. Elders: Home management of juvenile onset diabetes 
meflifrs J. Ark. Med. Soc. 72:360.1976.

40. Lee. JA., L.S Dickinson. B.S. Kilgore, J E. Whitney and MJ. Elders: Somatomedin 
activity in cystic fibrosis and reserpinized rats: possible explanation for growth 
retardation. Fed. Proc. 35262.1976.

33. Streeten. DHJ’., F.H. Fans. MJ. Elders, and M. Voorhess: Hypercortisolism in 
childhood: report of two patients with stunted growth diagnosed by newer criteria. 
Pediatr. 56:797,1975.

34. Elders. MJ, B.S. Wingfield. MX McNatt. JA. Lee. and EJL Hughes:
and the regulation of skeletal growth. Ann. Clin. Lab. Sei. 5:440. 

1975.
35. Chaney, C., and MJ. Elders: Management of juvenile diabetes mellitus: J. Ark. 

Med. Soc. 72261-276.1975
36. Thompson, D, and MJ. Elders: Education of the juvenile diabetic. J. Ark. Med. 

Soc. 72239-243.1975.
37. Parish. S, and MJ. Elders: Dietary management of the child with juvenile 

diabetes. J. Ark. Med. Soc 72:192-202,1975.
33. Elders, MJ, and F. Char: Passible etiology mechanisms cf the Noonan syndrome.

27. Le^JA^D.C Hicks. CJL Burnett, EJL Hughes, and M.J. aders^Stereosperific

23. _
in chick cartilage. Fed. Proc 34:352,1975

29. Hicks. D.C, JA. Lee. R. Clarke. EJL Hughes and M.J. Elders: Enlargement of the 
heart induced by glucocorticoids during em embryogenesis. Ped. Res. 9277.1975.

30. Frazier. EA, XE. Glover and MJ. Elders: Adrenal insufficiency and diabetes 
mdKUis associated with the syndrome of inappropriate antidiuretic hormone 
(SZADH) secretion, din. Res. 3^0A, 1975.

31. Fner. RJH, PA. Meredith and M. J. Elders: The child who fails to grow. Am.

20. Elders. MJ, FX Wright. MX McNatt. B5. Wingfield and E.R. Hughes: Brain 
masnnese in the developing chick. Am. J. PhysioL 22*7:31.1974.

21. Elders. MJ., and E.R Hughes: Heritable disorders smyUM: In Kelly <ed):
Metabdic Endocrine and Gcnr( i<; H-yrper ond Rowe.
Hagerstown. M.D, 1974. vol. 3. 2.

22. Elders. MJ. and E.R. Hughes: Dysrrctrinemias and amyloidoses: disorders of

1974, voL 3. ChapL2. ’ • ’ . "

23. Burnett. C.R, B. Wingfield. J. Kinney. E.R Hughes and M.l Elders: Alterations in 
somatomedin activity and tissue lipids by amphetamines. C&i. Hes. 22:90A. 19*4

24. Clarke. S, G.H. Haynes. D.H. Berry. MX. McNatt. E.R. Hughes and MJ. Elders:

chemotherapy. "Clin. Res. 2:90A. 1974.
25. McNatt, MX. E.S. Wingfield. EX Hr- 

inhibition in GAGS biosynthesis:
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J. Pediatr.

. J. Ark.

-pw-r '.-J’-P

Assoc. 71(2):153-J59,1979.

afcitonin. CSn. Res. ZftfifcSlSA, 19^9- ____ H Elders.

63. Shedewie. H_K.

cakitonin. dm. Kes. zowr-ox^v, ksts. . cix-^«64 Herzberg V Bough ter. M-. Seyed. S.. Hill. D. Brown. R-. Schedewx H.. Elders.

52.

53. Hiser, 
■—  . 
1973.

92

46. Sk^ur w7. J. F<uero*. R Cb~U. R- Hiser. JA. Lee. 
Gl^en stor.ee disease type IB-posable membrane U»nsport delect. nes

47 Sdid^ R Fraser. L Glover. W.G. Lawson. RH. Fiser 

* ‘ assoriTtion of diabetes mellites and adrenal insoffiaency m children- So. Med

« l-.W CA B—!». SA
■

and MJ. ^'i^G^^tar^twn syndwnxs^sooated wrth 

with continuous inlravenoos low-dose msulin therapy. Ark. Med. boc. 4. June.

54 Kobayashi M, JJd. OMsky. MJ. Elders, et al: Insulin reM^ dy toJ±,fect 
^JT^the insulin receptor (Demonstration in a patient with leprechaumsm).

to. 26iLA.

59 to. LC. toyUM. B. Store »g.M;)
Elders: Impaired growth in hyperkmetic children on pemoline treatment. J.

60 ^^^5^^F«.J^Bornhofen.V.M^LeodandK
' -- - - njpu glycemia seccndary to diphenyihydantoin mtexicaUon. J. Ark.

to~.RDU^S^/a.8.KI,-..B B^Juu. 
’“ dietary composition on somatomedin activity m growing rats. J. Nutr. 109.613-WJ. 

62. Elfers. MJ.: Managing the child -*« m a s-.^.-l adult. Sewal Medicine Today

^embryo. Ann. Oin^.

Uri&ie'diphosphate yrloiyJtrer«fer>^i'“ <’r‘a*'‘g* fr°“ manC*nese 

jX' U^rFR^Hu^ra'nd'M J.*Eiders: Stimulation of xylose

Pediatr.^d^^MLlSTR

Schedewic 1 
Med. Soc.

61. Beeves. RD.

Res. 25:63A. 1977.

dyeogenstor
5:7QA, 1977

assoaai—--------- -

43. Zenana, J..

49. StejM’JTliKMcN.U.BA.

5L Dickinson. WJ».
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63. H<

76. Schedewie. ELK.. Reiter. E.O.. Beilins. LZ.. Seyed. S.. 
Aiman. E.J., DeVane, G.W., Redman. JT, Elders, sag cell 

Metab.

34

3(X5):897A, 1982.

Ark. Med. Soc. 76(7)^63-268,1979.
67. Schedewie. H..W. Slikker. D. Hill, R.T:

Accelerated fasting in leprechaanism. Pediatr. Res. 1«):852,1980.
Schedewie. H-K, E.O. Reiter. G.W. DeVane, J J. Jinriner. LZ. Beitins. EU. Annan, 
MJ. Elders: Primary Leydig ceQ hyperplasia as a possible etiology of familial 
sexual precocity. Pediatr. Res. 14(4) J52,1980.

65. Wooten. V.. H. Schedewie. S. Seyed. L. Burkhalter. J.R. Jiminez. M.J. Elders: 
AutooooMus interstitial cell hyperplasia causing familial precocious puberty Clin. 
Res. 27(51 3CIA. 1979.

66. “ ’' * - - - -------- - - -- - -----------------------------

1932.
35. Elders. M. Joycelyn, H.K Schedewie. J. Olefcky. B. Greens. F. Char. D M Bier. D. 

Baldwin. R.H. Fiser, S. Seyedabsdi, and A. Rubenstein: Endocrine metabolic 
relationships in patients with leprechaunism. JNMA74(12):1195-1210.1982.

36. Elders. MJ.. Bolze, M.S., Abdullah, S._ Schedewie. HK.. Reeres, RJ). Influence of 
zinc and manganese on somatomedin and glycosaninogiycan metabolism. Cfin. 
Res. 3(X5):886A. 1982.

37. Elders. MJ. D_E. Hill. H.K Schedewie. VJierzberg. M. Boughtcr.S.L Tayka:

>. Shultz. Sam L., S. Seyed. C. Morgan, L. Burkhalter, H. Schedewie. R. fiser. MJ. 
Elders: Evaluation of the Arkansas Neonatal Hypothyroid Screening Program. J. 
Ark. Med. Soc. 76(7)^63-268,1979.

. Schedewie. H.. W. Slikker. D. Hill, R. Tsang. J. Bailey. MJ. Elders: Placenta) 
crossover and fetal tissue distribution of l,25tOH) 2 vitamin D in Rhesus mtxikey. 
Pediatr. Res. 14(4):930,1980.
lerzberg. V.. J Ji. Boughter. SK. Carlisle. MJ. EHers. H_K Schedewie. and D.E. 

Hill: Relationship of erythrocyte insulin binding to ahnonnal growth. Pediatr. 
Res. 14(4):886.1980.

69. Bier. DM.. H. Schedewie. J. Lamer. J. Ofefeky. A. Rubenstein, and MJ. Elders:
70. :................................................

32. Taylor. S.L. Roth. J.. Blizzard. R.M . EMery. Quolitatrve abnormafities 
in insulin binding in a patient with extreme insulin resistance: Decreased 
sensitcrity to aiteratioas in temperature and pH. Proc. NatL Acad. So. USA Vol. 
73<11):7175-7176.1981.

33. Peng, Chun Fu. Elders. M. Joycelyn. Hughes. E.R.. Hicfa. D.C.. Straub. KD.. 
Murphy. MX.: Glucocorticoid' effects on the embryonic chick heart: IL Altera Lt un 
of oxidative metabolism. Annals of Clin. Lab. 3d. L2t61:434-491.1932.
Hicks. D.C.. Lee. JA.. Kilgore. B.S.. Burnett, C.R., Schedewie. H-K. Hughes. E.R..

Doyne Williams: Endocrine functions daring cardiac surgery in hypothermia. Ped. 
Res. 15(41:514. M4S. 195L

79. Stonesifer. Larry D., M. Joycelyn Elders. Vktoria L. Herzberg. Mark Boughter. 
Thomas J. Szagak, and Donald E. Hill: Insulin binding studies in the erythrocytes 
of diabetics in one kinship. Pediatr. Res. 15(4)^15, <451, 198L

3ti. Elders. M. Joycelyn, Victoria L. Herzberg, Donald E. ffifl. J. Mark Boughter. Landa 
Harris. Heinnch K. Schedewie: Growth bccmooe effects on erythrocyte insulin 
binding. Pediatr. Res. 15<4):507. #402,1931.

3L Seyedabadi. S.. D.S. Bard. R.E. Zona. H. Schedewie. Carlos Araoz and M. J. Elders: 
Epidermoid cardnoma of the vueina in a patient with cerebral rirantism. J. Ark. 
Med. Soc 73(3kl23-127.1931

72. Bier. Dennis M_. Elders, MJ.: Glucose kinetics in leprvchaunism 
fasting duejto msuhn resistance. J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. £1^1

Erythrocyte insulin receptor binding in growth hormone deficiency.
23(5):355A. December 1980.

74. Schedewie. H K . Brewster, M., Moriarty. M. Glover. L. Elders. MJ.: 
Trimethylaminuria: Rare or unrecognized cause of body odor? Clin. Res- 
29<5):859A. December. 1980.

75. Skaug. W., Figueroa. J.. Choate. R., Fiser. R.. Lee. J A.. Morris. MJ)., and Elders. 
M.J.: Glycogen storage disease type IB - possible membrane transport defect. 
Southern Medical Journal, Vol 74<6):761-764.198L

76. Schedewie, Hi. Reiter. E.O.. Beitins. LZ.. Seyed. S.. Wooten, VJ).. JLxunez. J.F.. 
Aiman. EJ., DeVane, G.W., Redman. JT, Elders, MJ.: Testicular Leydiz cell 
hyperplasia as a cause of familial sexual precocity. J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metab. 
52:271-278. 1981.

77. Roth. S.L, Schedewie, H.K.. Herzberg. Vi. Elders. MJ.. Olefsky. J.. Rubenstein. 
A.: Cutaneous manifestations of leprechaunism. Archives of Dermatology. 
117:531-535.198L

73. Schedewie, Heinrich. Astrid Seifen. Joycelyn Elders. Louis Pryor. Thomas Hart.

Res. 15(41:514. #445.19SL ' - - -

71. Lee, JA.. Dichmson, LS. Kilgore, B.S.. Warren, RJL, and Elders, MJ.: 
Somatomedin activity in cystic fibrosis and reserpinized rats: Passible explanation 
for growth retazdation. Ann. Qin Lab. So. l(X3fc227-233.1980.

— -- - — ; Accelerated
  Metab. 51:988-993. 1930.

73. Herzberg. V., Boughter. M Harris. L.. HilL D-E., Schedewie. Hi, Elders. MJ.: 
Erythrocyte insulin receptor binding in growth hormone deficiency. Clin. Res.

and Elders. M.J.: Glucocorticoid effects on the embryonic chick heart: L 
glucocorticoid enlargement of the heart Annals of Clin. Lab. Sa. 12(6):479-433.

!. M. Joycelyn, H.K Schedewie. J. Olefsky. B. Givens. F. Char.
in, R.H. Fiser, S. Seyedabsdi, and A. Rubenstein: Endocrine m

relationships in patients with leprechai
i. MJ.. Bohe, M.S , Abdullah. S-. ZJL.«

' manganesecmsomatomedin and giycosaninogiycai

Elders. MJ. DX. HilL H.K. Schedewie. VJierzberg. M. Boughter.S.L Tarim:
Characterizatioa of the erythrocyte in.sulin receptor in leprechaunism. Clin. Res.
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94

Metab. 55(6X1108-1113.1982.

93.

4

95 O-H.. EUers. MJ.. Lai. V., Land. Crist, W_ Sexsuer. Q: Growth in

96.
1K1W9.1983.

-------------- -------- .------.------ .----------------- -------- . Elders. M.J.:
Merhanrirns of insulin resistance in cultured fibroblasts from a patient with

 simulating activity.‘Abstract. Amer. Diabetes Assoc. (Diabetes 31:124A. 1982.) 
9i. Herzberg. V.. Griror - — — ■ -- - - -

. , . _. ------------------------- ------- -------- --------Genetic defects

V. ‘ISV. «=>U. r.. nenourj. v_ r uer. J.S.. Elders. M.J.. Kahn. CJL: Genetic defects in 
recePt? k“a3< in syndrome with severe insulin resistance. Int. Conf.

1OO P^*Hocm^RecepWn.R«pilat1on and Transnusson of information. 1934.
100 Fiser. RJL. Schedewte. H.K.. Elders. MJ.: Disorders <f carbohvdrale meUbolism. 
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