
,M»VKts ,,

(.4 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

)

IA

foUo ■

^PLm K fl-

I Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs

Washington, D.C. 20201

5I ^5^

"TX ■ ( UN (xlf ko. <h

OuaQ (HudM uCk ' 0a(9

tWU) W -^4^



Editorial Index
Divider Title: 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below.

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker



EDITORIALS WRITTEN ABOUT NOMINATION OF

DR. HENRY W. FOSTER. JR.

1.

Charleston Daily Mail, "Foster" (Favorable)

Washington Times, "Playmate JoycelynElders", by Suzanne Fields (Unfavorable)

Washington Afro-American, "Dr. Foster at his best" (Favorable)

1.

2.

3.

4.

1.
2.
3.

Washington Times, "How to keep score in the Foster contest", by Philip Terzian 
(Unfavorable)

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.

May 12, 1995
1.

May 15, 1995
1.

May 13, 1995
1.

May 16, 1995
1.

May 6, 1995
Baltimore Sun, "On Dr. Foster, It’s Not Even Close" (Favorable)
Washington Post, "The Doctor Shows Up The Senator", by Dorothy Gilliam 
(Favorable)
Washington Times, "Dr. Foster and the confirmation process", by Walter R. 
Mears (Middle of the Road)
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "Gridlock And Henry Foster" (Favorable)

May 7, 1995
Washington Times, "Tell-tale results of Foster’s program", by Cal Thomas 
(Unfavorable)
Washington Post, "Dr. Foster and the Kansans (Favorable)

May 24, 1995
New York Post, "Senatorial profiles in courage", by Carl Rowan (Favorable) 
Washington Times, "Dr. Foster’s nomination" (Unfavorable)
Washington Times, "The larger case against Dr. Foster", by Thomas L. lipping 
(Unfavorable)

May 5, 1995
Philadelphia Inquirer, "The Foster consensus" (Favorable) 
Washington Times, "Dr. Foster’s hearing" (Unfavorable)
Chicago Tribune, "Foster deserves Senate approval" (Favorable)

May 18, 1995
Baltimore Sun, "Clinton rise in polls shows public hasn’t given him up", by Jack 
Germond & Jules Witcover (Semi-Favorable)
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4.

1.

2.

5.

3.

2.

1.

3.
4.

1.
2.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "Doctors Who Studied Under Foster Call Abortion Issue 
Politics, Not Medicine" (Favorable)

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.

Washington Post, "Dole’s Sentencing Before Trial", by Jack Anderson and 
Michael Einstein (Favorable)
Tennessean, "Foster exactly right for surgeon general" (Favorable)

April 29, 1995
Washington Post, "What the Fight Over Dr. Foster Is About", by Ellen Goodman 
(Favorable)

May 3, 1995
New York Post, "Dr. Foster: Still the wrong man" (Unfavorable)
Baltimore Sun, "The Senate’s crazy world aims to doom a sane man", by Roger 
Simon (Favorable)
Charleston Daily Mail, "Foster" (Favorable)

May 1, 1995
1.

May 4, 1995
Baltimore Sun, "Dr. Foster is causing GOP to expect a painful delivery", by Jack 
Germond and Jules Witcover (Favorable)
Washington Times, "Abortion and the Foster hearings", by William Murchison 
(Unfavorable)
Courier Journal (Louisville), "Wronging Dr. Foster" (Favorable)
Star-Ledger (Newark, NJ), "Dr. Foster held hostage to abortion politics", by 
John J. Farmer (Semi-Favorable)
Washington Informer, "The Foster Nomination" (Favorable)

May 2, 1995
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "Henry Foster Must Provide Answers" (Unfavorable) 
San Francisco Examiner, "Confirm Dr. Foster" (Favorable)
Chicago Tribune, "Secret codes: The power of ’C-words’", by Ellen Goodman 
(Favorable)
San Francisco Chronicle, "A Worthy Nominee For Surgeon General" (Favorable) 
Sacramento Bee, "Listen to Henry Foster" (Favorable)
San Jose Mercury News, "Dr. Hero" (Favorable)
New York Daily News, "A fair hearing" (Favorable)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "A public servant headed for a political execution", 
by Tom Teepen (Favorable)
USA Today, "If qualifications count, Foster deserves a chance" (Favorable) 
USA Today, "Thumbs down on Foster", by Gary L. Bauer (Unfavorable) 
Arizona Republic, "Henry Foster, in his own words" (Middle of the Road) 
News Journal (Delaware), "Dr. Foster’s hearing should focus on his real values" 
(Favorable)
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1.

1.

His life’s work qualifies him well for

1.

Baltimore Sun, "Judging Henry Foster" (Favorable)

1.

1.

2.
3.

1.
2.
3.

Baltimore Sun, "GOP opposition to Foster comes with political risks", by Jack 
Germond and Jules Witcover (Favorable)

Los Angeles Times, "Dr. Foster Deserves His Day in ’Court’" (Favorable) 
Boston Herald, "Drop Foster’s nomination" (Unfavorable)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "Playing with political fire" (Favorable) 
Tennessean, "Full Senate deserves to vote on Foster" (Favorable)

April 24, 1995
Carrier Journal (Louisville, KY), "A fight worth fighting" (Favorable)

Detroit Free Press, "Henry Foster:
surgeon general" (Favorable)
New York Post, "The Foster solution" (Unfavorable)
Topeka Capital-Journal, "Is it Foster’s fate?" (Middle of the Road)

March 21, 1995
Florida Times-Union, "Judgment is the issue" (Unfavorable)

April 1, 1995
1.

March 10, 1995
Washington Times, "A man of our changing times?", by Paul Greenberg 
(Unfavorable)

April 18, 1995
1.
2.
3.
4.

April 28, 1995
News Journal (Wilmington, DE), "Dr. Foster’s hearing should focus on his real 
values" (Favorable)

April 22, 1995
1.

April 20, 1995
USA Today, "To find Dole, take a right", by Susan Estrich (Favorable) 
Washington Post, "Will Dr. Foster Have His Day?" (Middle of the Road) 
Baltimore Sun, "Is This Dole’s Idea of Leadership?" (Favorable)

April 12, 1995
Washington Times, "Ten reasons to sink the Foster nomination", by Thomas L. 
lipping (Unfavorable)

April 19, 1995
1.
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1.

Yes!" by George J. Church1.

1.

2.

3.

1.

1.

1.

2.

1.

2.

1.
2.

2.
3.

1.
2.

March 7, 1995
Washington Times, "Persevering after the latest revelations", by Eric Breindel 
(Unfavorable)

March 3, 1995
Washington Afro-American, "Dr. Foster should be confirmed", by Henry Ponder 
(Favorable)

March 2, 1995
Washington Post, "Medical Morality: When Consent Is Not Informed", by 
Willard Gaylin and Allan Rosenfield (Favorable)
Washington Times, "Foster furor bears a reminder", by John Leo (Unfavorable)

March 6, 1995
Time magazine, "Pro-Life and Pro-Choice? 
(Favorable)
National Review, "Who Is Henry Foster?" (Unfavorable)
The New Republic, "A Vote For Foster" (Middle of the road)

March 4, 1995
Washington Afro-American, "Foster foes are not ’fringe groups’, by Charles E. 
Williams (Unfavorable)

March 5, 1995
Baltimore Sun, "Should Dr. Foster Be Confirmed? Yes: Care For All Citizens 
Is at Stake", by Karen H. Rothenberg (Favorable)
Baltimore Sun, "Should Dr. Foster Be Confirmed? No: Pregnant Women Need 
Support, Solutions, Not a Deadly Quick Fix", by Frederica Mathews-Green 
(Unfavorable)
Montgomery Advertiser, "Did Foster Know Of Tuskegee Study?" (Unfavorable)

February 27, 1995
The Nation, "Regarding Henry" (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
The Nation, "Subject To Debate", by Katha Pollitt (Unfavorable to PoTUS)

March 1, 1995
Washington Post, "Dr. Foster and the Syphilis Study" (Middle of the road) 
USA Today, "Do we need a surgeon general?", by Michael Tanner (Unfavorable)

February 28, 1995
Washington Times, "New cloud adrift over Foster", by Mona Charen 
(Unfavorable)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "Let a doctor be surgeon general", by Dr. Melvin 
Konner (Favorable)
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3.

4.

1.

1.

1.

2.

3.

1.

1.

1.

1.

2.

3.

1.
2.

February 24, 1995
New York Times, "Searching for a Surgeon Politic", by Melvin Konner 
(Favorable)

February 20, 1995
Montgomery Advertiser, "How White House Bungled Foster Nomination", by 
Martin Schram (Unfavorable to PoTUS)

U.S. News & World Report, "Looking out for No. 1", by Gloria Borger 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "If Senate dumps Foster...", by John Head 
(Favorable)

February 19, 1995
Washington Times, "By the standards of our times", by Paul Greenberg 
(Unfavorable)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "The power politics of terror", by Tom Teepen 
(Favorable)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "America needs Foster care", by Cynthia Tucker 
(Favorable)

February 22, 1995
Florida Times-Union, "Credibility is the issue" (Unfavorable)

February 23, 1995
New York Times, "The Double Wedge", by William Safire (Partly Favorable to 
PoTUS)
New York Times, "Their Own Petard", by Frank Rich (Mentions Foster, but story 
not on nomination)
N. Y. Dailly News, "Fight to save Foster or Clinton?", reprinted from U.S. News 
& World Report, by Gloria Borger (Unfavorable to PoTUS)

February 25, 1995
Washington Times, "Checking vital signs of the nomination", by Doug Bandow 
(Unfavorable)

February 18, 1995
Washington Afro-American, "Dr. Foster for U.S. Surgeon General" (Favorable) 
National Journal, "Foster Affair Can Be A Clinton Plus", by Jack W. Germond 
and Jules Witcover (Middle of the road)

February 21, 1995
New York Newsday, "State of Nation: Not Healthy", by Jimmy Breslin 
(Favorable to Foster; Unfavorable to PoTUS)
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1.

4.

5.

1.

2.

5.

6.

7.

4.

5.

6.

3.

2.
3.

3.
4.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.

February 17, 1995
Washington Post, "A Troubling Medical Act", by Charles Krauthammer 
(Unfavorable)
Wall Street Journal, "On Dr. Foster" (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Chicago Tribune, "Dr. Foster and the ethics question", by Charles Krauthammer 
(Unfavorable)
Kansas City Star, "Two views of abortion and Foster’s nomination", by Paul 
Greenberg and E.J. Dionne, Jr. (Favorable)
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "Why I Want To Be Surgeon General", by Henry Foster 
(Favorable)

February 16, 1995
USA Today, "’Roe vs. Wade’ dead? Foster debate says so", by Susan Estrich 
(Favorable)
Washington Times, "Temperature Readings on Dr. Foster", by Clarence Page 
(Unfavorable)
Baltimore Sun, "The Foster Nomination" (Favorable)
Washington Post, "A Lesson in Spin", by Mary McCrory (Unfavorable to 
PoTUS)
Star Tribune (Minnesota), "Why this prolife physician sympathizes with Foster", 
by Steve Calvin, M.D. (Favorable)
The Reporter Dispatch (Westchester, NY), "Hear Dr. Foster out at Senate 
hearing" (Favorable)
Des Moines Register, "Why he wants surgeon general job", by Henry Foster 
(Favorable)

February 15, 1995
San Francisco Chronicle, "Specter’s Profile in Courage" (Favorable) 
Chicago Defender, "Stop using Foster as political footbal" (Favorable)
Omaha World-Herald, "How to Get Consensus for Nominee", by Norman 
Mindrebo (Favorable)
Reno Gazette-Journal, "Another Clinton nominee caught in a battle" (Favorable 
to Foster; Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "Don’t let bully intimidate you", by Rheta Grimsley 
Johnson (Favorable)
Omaha World-Herald, "Why I Want to Be Surgeon General", by Henry Foster 
(Favorable)

February 14, 1995
New York Post, "Abort the Foster nomination" (Unfavorable)
Baltimore Sun, "Foster nomination exposes splits in GOP over abortion", by Jack 
Germond & Jules Witcover (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Los Angeles Times, "Nomination Is Latest Battle in Abortion War", by Susan 
Estrich (Favorable)
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4.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

1.

4.

5.

7.

2.
3.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

5.
6.

1.
2.
3.
4.

February 13, 1995
Washington Times, "Attitude adjustment...and retreat", by Paul Greenberg 
(Unfavorable)
Washington Times, "The divisive Foster nomination" (Unfavorable)
New York Times, "White House Releases Papers That Defend Foster", by 
Lawrence K. Altman (Favorable)
New York Daily News, "Abortion still nags America", by Charles Krauthammer 
(Unfavorable)
Philadelphia Inquirer, "Clinton made a mistake on the Foster nomination", by 
Claude Lewis (Unfavorable to PoTUS)

Washington Post, "Stopped by Abortion", by E.J. Dionne Jr. (Middle of the 
road)
Washington Times, "The Left panics on judicial nominees" (Unfavorable) 
Washington Times, "The Foster-Elders continuum", by Ralph Reed (Unfavorable) 
USA Today, "Put an end to drive-by smearers", by Michael Gartner (Favorable) 
Sacramento Bee, "Sticking with Foster" (Favorable)
New York Times, "The Wrong Target", by A.M. Rosenthal (Favorable) 
Washington Times, "Pastor praises Foster’s postnatal priorities", by Adrienne T. 
Washington (Favorable)
State Journal Register (Illinois), "A bungled nomination" (Favorable to Foster; 
Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Star Tribune (Minnesota), "Surgeon general: Playing a numbers game with 
Foster" (Favorable)
Milwaukee Sentinel, "Political blunder: Foster nomination gives ’extreme right’ 
ammunition in its fight against abortion" (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Topeka Capital-Journal, "Let senators know the right choice is to vote to confirm 
Foster", by Dr. Bill Roy (Favorable)
Chicago Sun Times, "Give Clinton His Surgeon General", by Dennis Byrne 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Tennessean, "Keep an open mind on Foster nomination", (Favorable)

February 12, 1995
Baltimore Sun, "Another Nomination Nightmare" (Unfavorable to PoTUS) 
San Francisco Examiner, "Don’t dump Dr. Foster" (Favorable)
Chicago Tribune, "Conservatives out to stigmatize M.D.’s (Favorable)
Kansas City Star, "Another fiasco from an inept White House", by Rich Hood 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Des Moines Register, "Insidious attack on Foster", by Rekha Basu (Favorable) 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, "Another bungled nomination" (Unfavorable for Foster 
and PoTUS)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "Henry Foster owes no aplogy" (Favorable)
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1.

2.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The Big Chill", by David Sarasohn6.

7.

10.

11.

17.

3.

4.

8.
9.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

1.
2.

February 11, 1995
Baltimore Sun, "President wins even if he loses the fight over Foster", by Jack 
Germond and Jules Witcover (Semi-Favorable)
Washington Times, "Detours that lead to distraction", by Walter Mears 
(Unfavorable)

February 10, 1995
Chicago Tribune, "Foster nomination rekindles debate on morality of abortion", 
by Charles Krauthammer (Unfavorable)
New York Newsday, "Bill, Stand By Your Man", by Michael H. Cottman 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
New York Post, "There’s something for everyone to dislike about Foster, by 
Cathy Burke (Unfavorable)
New York Newsday, "Clinton’s Slow Learning Curve", by Murray Kempton 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
New York Daily News, "Putting the lie to top doc fight", by Amy Pagnozzi 
(Unfavorable)
Oregonian, "Anti-Foster campaign:
(Favorable)
Washington Post, "It’s Not Just The Zealots", by Charles Krauthammer 
(Unfavorable)
New York Times, "The Tainted Foster Nomination" (Unfavorable)
Los Angeles Times, "Another Botched Job? Poor staff work at White House 
imperils Foster" (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Wall Street Journal, "Clinton Fails His Own Litmus Test", by Paul A. Gigot 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Chicago Tribune, "Surgeon general dispute delivers D.C. doublespeak", by Mary 
Schmich (Favorable)
Seattle Times, "Defending Dr. Foster, women’s privacy rights" (Favorable) 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "Foster Exposes Big-Tent Myth", by Gregory Freeman 
(Favorable)
Oregonian, "Foster is right for the job" (Favorable)
Philadelphia Inquirer, "False diagnosis" (Favorable)
Detroit Free Press, "The reluctant nomination: Clinton hems and haws and 
satisfies no one", by Richard Cohen (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Milwaukee Journal, "It isn’t Foster who should be fired" (Unfavorable to PoTUS)

February 9, 1995
Des Moines Register, "Clinton should stand by Foster" (Favorable)
Des Moines Register, "Why Foster is right for surgeon general", by Ellen 
Goodman (Favorable)
Clarion Ledger (Jackson, MS), "Foster: Nominee should be judged fairly" 
(Favorable)
Denver Post, "Clinton should stand behind Foster’s nomination" (Favorable)
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5.

9.

12.

1.

2.

6.

9.

10.

13.
14.

15.
16.

6.
7.
8.

3.
4.
5.

20.
21.

7.
8.

10.
11.

17.
18.
19.

February 8, 1995
Omaha World-Herald, "’A Small Gain for Pro-Life Side’", by Mona Charen 
(Unfavorable)
Patriot-News (Harrisburg, PA), "Foster Flap, Pro-life gaining, judging from 
controversy", by Mona Charen (Unfavorable)
Boston Herald, "Public health vs. politics" (Unfavorable)
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "Clinton must stand by his choice" (Favorable) 
Dallas Morning News, "Should Foster become surgeon general? Yes, only 
hypocrites would reject this choice", by Deborah Mathis (Favorable)
Dallas Morning News, "Should Foster become surgeon general? No, he is a 
clone of Joycelyn Elders", by Cal Thomas (Unfavorable)
St. Paul Poineer Press, "Defy the extremists; stand by nominee" (Favorable) 
Baltimore Sun, "Clinton’s ’weasel’ words don’t exactly help Foster", by Roger 
Simon (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Washington Times, "Reincarnation...and obfuscation?", by Cal Thomas 
(Unfavorable)
Washington Times, "Cultural windshift", by Mona Charen (Unfavorable)

Detroit Free Press, "Surgeon General: Don’t allow anti-abortionists undue 
influence" (Favorable)
Tennessean, "Painful process for Foster" (Favorable)
Boston Globe, "The demonization of a doctor", by Ellen Goodman (Favorable) 
Chicago Tribune, "Dr. Foster: Is history repeating itself?" (Unfavorable to 
PoTUS)
Chicago Tribune, "Getting past the sound-bites on Foster’s nomination", by Joan 
Beck (Favorable)
Denver Post, "Clinton should stand behind Foster’s nomination" (Favorable) 
Washington Post, "Surgeon General Dismay: They Keep Doing It", by Colbert 
I. King (Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Washington Post, "The Doctor Is In/Out", by Richard Choen (Unfavorable to 
PoTUS and Dr. Foster)
New York Post, "White House fumble on Dr. Foster" (Unfavorable to PoTUS) 
New York Post, "Dr. Elders’ Successor: ’78 document may trip up surgeon 
general nominee", by Robert Novak (Unfavorable)
Washington Post, "The Surgeon General Melee" (Unfavorable to PoTUS) 
Washington Post, "Scrutinizing the Numbers", by Robert D. Novak 
(Unfavorable)
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, "A Litmust-Test Nomination" (Unfavorable to PoTUS) 
Omaha World-Herald, "Honesty the Question in Nomination" (Unfavorable) 
Milwaukee Sentinel, "Foster matter: White House staff still hasn’t learned" 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
Wisconsin Journal, "Don’t judge foster on one issue" (Favorable)
Honolulu Advertiser, "Surgeon general: White House boots another one" 
(Unfavorable to PoTUS)
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ll.

19.

14.

1.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

11.
12.
13.

1.
2.

Washington Post, "The Medicalization of Teen Pregnancy", by Joseph A. 
Califano Jr. (Not Applicable)
Times Picayune, "Dr. Foster and teen pregnancies" (Favorable) 
Boston Globe, "Good medicine from Dr. Foster" (Favorable)
St. Paul Pioneer Press, "Defy the extremists; stand by nominee" (Favorable) 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, "Clinton must stand by his choice" (Favorable) 
Baltimore Sun, "Winning by Intimidation", by Ellen Goodman (Favorable) 
San Francisco Chronicle, "Message to Clinton: Stand By Your Man" (Favorable) 
Omaha World-Herald, "Another Dr. Elders, Same Ideas", by Cal Thomas 
(Unfavorable)
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, "Foster merits confirmation" (Favorable)

February 6, 1995
San Jose Mercury News, "Surgical decision: Clinton’s nominee for surgeon 
general is a good one" (Favorable)
Washington Times, "Dr. Foster’s nomination" (Unfavorable)
Arizona Republic, "He’s no Joycelyn Elders" (Favorable)
Hartford Courant, "Dr. Foster is eminently suitable for the job" (Favorable) 
Omaha World-Herald, "Assurances Needed From Clinton Nominee" (Favorable)

February 7, 1995
Milwaukee Journal, "Good choice for surgeon general" (Favorable)
Star Tribune, "Surgeon General: The sound selection of Henry Foster Jr." 
(Favorable)
Chicago Tribune, "Let the good doctor be heard" (Favorable)
Miami Herald, "Don’t rush to judgment" (Favorable)
Arizona Republic, "Congress and Henry Foster: Cowardice at his convictions" 
(Favorable)
Tennessean, "Foster shares goals of many of his critics" (Favorable)
Sacramento Bee, "Naming a new surgeon general" (Favorable)
Chicago Sun-Times, "Judge Foster on Qualifications" (Favorable)
Washington Times, "Dr. Foster and the art of the statement" (Unfavorable) 
Washington Times, "Gilbert and Sullivan take it on the road", by Wesley Pruden 
(Unfavorable)
USA Today, "Ability, not abortion, is test of surgeon general" (Favorable) 
USA Today, "Foster isn’t fit for job", by Judie Brown (Unfavorable) 
Baltimore Sun, "Effort to replace Elders has been made difficult", by Jack 
Germond and Jules Witcover (Unfavorable)
Indianapolis Star, "Dr. Foster: Two intransigent forces target a worthy nominee" 
(Favorable)

February 4, 1995
Kansas City Star, "Medical chief" (Favorable)
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1.
February 1, 1995

Tennessean, "Foster a wise choice" (Favorable)
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Similarly, he has displayed a hard

news.
And they have told the White

At this point, the president still 
has miles to go to convince many of 
his fellow Democrats In Congress

campaign ahead.
"He's looked and acted presiden­

tial. and that’s where he’s at his 
best." said Peter Hart, an astute 
Democratic poll-taker. Ray Strother, 
a veteran Democratic consultant, 
agreed. -Clinton’s doing a lot of 
things right lately.’ he said. "He’s 
acting presidential.-

Just what constitutes 'acting 
presidential' is open to some dispute 
when you get beyond the widespread 
consensus that carrying your own 
suitcase like Jimmy Carter doesn’t 
qualify. But there seem to be two fac­
tors in Clinton's situaUon that are 
obvious.

the office rather than his amateur a whac^ al JaP311 on

talent for playing the saxophone.
'He didn’t know how to play the

WASHINGTON — An approval
rating of 56 percent Is nothing for a
politician to write home about. But
President Clinton Is like the guy tn
the old country song who’s been
down so long it must look like up to
him.

Several new opinion surveys, two
of them published, have found the
president's approval rating on the
sunny side of 50 percent for the first 
time in several months and his dis- JACK „ JULES
approval down to just over 40 per- GERMOND & WITCOVER

oaxt. aun; 5-18-95

to oppose assault weapons and the 
National Rifle Association, which 

has been under'clrcumst^ices that st'PPed so far out of bounds that 
suggested the power and dignity of (-’eor8e Bus^ was offended. And

str^poth taktno «rmna rr>sltinn«; with sue such as affirmative action, 
some show of determination. But lor the moment, at-least, the

In the aftermath of Oklahoma poll numbers, ephemeral though 
City, even Republican strategists they may be, have given Clinton a 
agree. Clinton said the right things to respite from months of bad political 
express the national outrage and
then to denounce hate speech and to 
defend his administration’s position House that the electorate Is still 11s- 
against assault weapons. tenmg and open to argument

cent. 
A Washington Post-ABC News

poll, for example, had the ratio as
56-41. a gain for Clinton of 10 per- edge on less emotional issues — In 
centage points In a month. standing firmly behind his nominee

There is. of course, a lot of reason for surgeon general. Dr. Henry W. 
for the White House to be cautious Foster Jr., and In confronting the 
about putting too much stock In poll- Japanese with trade sanctions. 
Ing numbers that can be extremely
volatile.

They understand, for instance. o  
that the high marks the president that he can be depended upon to 
received for his handling of the Okla- stand and fight on touchy political 
homa City tragedy — approval rat- issues in the future.
Ings above 80 percent — had some
obvious effect on his overall ratings.

(.

always a crowd-pleaser.
 „ t  So the president s Democratic col- 

part. but he’s learned.' one strategist leagues may be more Impressed If. 
said. rather than trying to please both

Perhaps most Important, howev- sides by waffling, he shows the same 
er. has been the picture Clinton has willingness to take a hard line and 
projected lately as a leader of some sonle risks on a more convoluted 1s-

They have seen too many times In 
which. In their view if not that of the 

But political professionals In both white House, Clinton waffled or 
parties also see some clear lessons tn yielded in the face of determined op- 
Cllnton s improved position that may position. Those who applaud his 
have implications for the re-election steadfastness behind Foster have 

not forgotten Lanl Gulnier.
There Is also some fear the presi­

dent may try to play cute and 
self-serving political games when he 
should be presidential.

'He has to guard against having a 
political angle for everything.' said 
one consultant who cited Clinton’s 
speech at Michigan State about talk 
radio hosts as "walking up to the line 
If not over It.'

The questions on which Clinton 
has been effective lately are not the 
kind likely to cause him a lot of an­
guish.

After Gulnier. he had no choice 
’ First, the president has been far but to stand up for Foster After 

less visible on the television screens Oklahoma City. It Isn t really daring 

than he was a few months ago.
And when he has appeared, it

Clinton rise in polls shows 
public hasn’t given him up
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for Important government posts deserved they 
trouble they ran into. But II would be a mis- . 

take for Sen. PhU Gramm, R-Texas. to give Dr. Henry 
Foster a bard way to go in the US. Senate.

Not only would a filibuster against Foster be a disser- 
vice to the man. it would reflect on Gramm's character, 
not Foster's.

Faster, an obstetrician and gynecologist, is qualified 
to be surgeon general of the_United States.

Democrats played to the worst instincts of the Far 
Left when they smeared Supreme Court nominees Rob­
ert Bork and Clarence Thomas. Most Americans were 
offended, and rightfully so.

If Republicans like Gramm try to foul out a man like 
Foster to placate the religious right of the Republican 
Party, they too will deserve condemnation.

Foster has a long record of trying to do something 
about what many people believe is the nation's No. I 
problem — teen-age pregnancy. Furthermore, Foster's 
stance on abortion — that it should be “safe, legal, and 
rare" -r is an opinion shared by the overwhelming ma­
jority of the American people.

Barring some huge surprise, there seems no reason to 
disqualify Foster. There is every reason to get on with 
the* national discussion ovor what to do about teen-age 
promiscuity, toen-age pregnancy, and sexually trans­
mitted diseases.

Foster is qualified to lead that discussion. Let's let 
him get started.

y ■ 
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■ Americans want respectful hearings, 
not more character assassinations - 

— “I ANY of the Cilnion •dministration’s nominees

Sacramento Bee

‘ Ah’ll tawk and Ah’ll tawk and Ah’ll tawk and Ah'll tawk and

J
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Dr. Foster at his best

sax yes or nd
If the Republican leadership fails (o insure that this will happen, it will indeed forfeit
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understated the number of abonions he has performed over a long career as a 

physician, he responded fully to the senators' questions and in the process

'
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In a masterful appearance before the Senate Labor and Human Resources 
Committee last week. Dr. Henry Foster, nominee for U.S. Surgeon General, laid to 

rest any legitimate doubts that might have existed about his integrity, honesty, and 
deep seated concern for the well being of all people.

Admitting that he might have initially spoken a bit too quickly when he

JOHN PODESTA

s^rs«mw,

promised a filibuster if it does
Clearly the nomination should be brought to a vote, in which senators can either

ans claim of fairness in this matter 

\ VI IOX M JOI RX \i <

THE MODERN MEDICMIEJyM
-------- - /

Waah. Poet; 5-12-95
A Dr. Foster Quote

The May 1 Style story about Dr. 
Henry Foster tnduded a quote of his 
mother's advice to him as be was 
heading off to the University of Ar­
kansas Medical School as the only 
black m his entering dasa. ft read. 
■Everything that happens to ym bad 
is going to happen because yon are a 
Negro.*

If that's what the reporter heard 
Dr. Foster say. she heard him wrong. 
He said his mother's advice was: ‘Ev­
erything that happens to you bad is 
not going to happen because you are a 
Negro.'

I have heard Dr. Foster repeat thia 
story a dozen times, and each time he 
points out that his mother's message 
was meant to convey that race would 
not and could not be the jusuficacxn 
for all negative occurrences. He went 
on to demonstrate, by example, bow 
this advice positively affected his rela­
tionships.

convinced several of the doubters that he was not the devil with boms that he had 
been painted by the right- to-lifers and the religious zealots.

He came across as caring physician who, given the opportunity to address his 
detractors in a public forum—a privilege denied to another Clinton nominee, Lani 
Gumer—convincingly demonstrated that he was an ideal nominee for the post for 

which he had been named.
For an inherently private person, the unaccustomed public scrutiny has been an 

ordeal, but the only time he showed a Dash of anger was when his principal 
detractor. Republican Sen. Daniel R. Coats of Indiana, brought up the matter of the

African-Amencan men with syphilis were

was exposed in 1969.

'XL.___ _I'

T'

. ......... me unaccusiomea public scrutiny has been an 
ordeal, but the only time he showed a Dash of anger was when his principal

?f!?-0USAlU.^egeelAL’ ex.perim"L This was t1* disgraceful episode in which 

denied treatment until the experiment

In a voice, quivering with righteous rage. Dr. Foster responded:
"Of all the things that have transpired over the past three months, I find nothing 

more offensive than the litany you just put fonh. This was clearly a dastardly 

expenment conducted under the auspices of the U.S. government. And (that) 
someone would have the audacity to try to put that on the Black people of Tuskegee 
beggars description."

The odds are now rapidly increasing that Dr. Foster's nomination will receive a 

vote in the committee and be sent to the full Senate where the worse kind of 
political maneuvering has been promised.

Majority leader Bob Dole has already said he might not even let the matter come 

to the floor, and Jesse Helms, the most reactionary of the reactionaries, has
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Senatorial profiles in courageTHE
I wh 
I He

is sure to recommend Foster

surely also was impressed going to vote against 
that freshman Republican gnj Mrs. Kassebaum

on Election

to block confirmation; and by 10,000 of them during 38 
Dole, who dedared in shame- years of practicing medicine

telling a reporter that he’d 
only done a few abortions be-

who Uu . e u

Chances now good. 

consideration of choice GOP

A Senatelhrmwn into grid­
lode because Dole is trying to 
outdo Gramm in mean irre­
sponsibility will undermine 

. kUB UltUltCO vn
at the polls a meaningful Senate leader,

black voters who might other­
wise “go fishing” u. ZL-2— 
Day

Beyond that. Senate Minor-

I F

ridit on this issue, millions of 
.7* . « • » « __
wise “go fishing’ on Election ^sinc^s of ever becoming 
Day 1996 will be at the polls a meaningful Senate leader, 
voting against him. iet alone president.

Beyond that. Senate Minor- [ think that because of 
ity Leader Tom Daschle some Republican courage in 
(DSD.) has warned Dole the hearings the chances of

fore checking his records and 
finding that he had done 39.

The hearings have, for fair 
and reaaonaNe people, erased 
abortioti as a reason to deny 
confirmation. The medical 
procedure is legal. But 
Gramm is neither a fair nor

----- '.Zl Senate hearings into 
whether to confirm Dr. 

_ Henry W. Foster Jr. as 
surgeon general already have 
renewed the luster of that

reasonable man, so be proba- Stg
bly will go ahead with his fill-
buster. Sen. Trent Lott jffl
(R-Miss.) will try to give Dole 
cover by saying they cannot jf
allow a talkathon to delay ■ W 
consideration of “more impor- I V 
tant business,’ so they will ■ 
have to ignore the committee R 
recommendation. K .4 <

But refusal to allow a full '•_■■■■ eactkd
Senate vote on Foster could HtriKT rwaiBK
drive a stake into Dole's pres- Chances now good.

body. They have shown that COMMENTARY^., 
not all Republicans are being
held hostage' to the presiden­
tial ambitions of Phu Gramm 
of Texas, Bob Me of Kansas
and a gaggle of ri^rt-wing 
candidates.

Sen. James M. Jeffords Labor and Human Resources 
(R-Vt) listened to Dr. Foster Committee, chaired with 
testify, said the embattled splendid fairness by Sen. 
nominee had done “a superb
job,’ then declared that he

years of practicing
__r-.j—„______  __ in Tennessee and Alabama.
might not allow the nomi- He said convincingly that he
^a^Xd^.s ^^“^“a-vSe^Dr. ^FoSr^ndthat’s g«xl

coming because the Senate only done a few abortions be- Foster, Democrats can block for this troubled country.

said of Dr. Foster. “He's com- favor of Foster, 
passionate. ... He is an ex­
cellent physician. He’s had 
the best interests of patients 
first and foremost in bis prac­
tice, and that comes across in 
the hearings."

These <’ “
by Jeffords----------------------- -----------------
stark contrast to actions by Dr. Foster disarmed the 
Gramm, who, without hear- grenades of this crowd by de- 
ing a word of testimony, de- daring himself “a doctor who 
dared that he will filibuster delivers babies’ — perhaps

CAM IS? 

ROWAN

ful prejudgment that he in Tennessee

“acnnlv made a mistake’ in that if he or other Republican confirmation are now in favor

Foster, Democrats can block for this troubled country.

olendid fairness b 
[ancy Kassebaum of

would vote for him. Jeffords confirmation. Frist is not 
surely also was impressed going to vote against him, 
that freshman Republican and Mrs. Kassebaum may 
Bill Frist of Tennessee had gpht with Dole and vote in

It speaks veil for the Sen­
ate tnat men like Jeffords 

-ere not cowed by
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Dr. Foster and the Kansans

D

smaD Macon County, Ala.. <M). and hrs stenluatjon of

[ration, having almost blown the Foster nomination at

has promised to filibuster Dr. Foster’s nomination. In 
an attempt to go him one better—or worse—Sen. 
Dole has threatened to bar a vote on the nomination. 
Sen. Dole needs to find a way out of that briar patch.

There are strong signs that many Republican sena­
tors would just as soon take a pass on engaging in an 
extended pubbc doonybrook over a nominee of Dr.

R. HENRY FOSTER finally got a chance to servatrves who would prefer killing off the nomination 
present his own case to be surgeon general of in committee or not letting it come to a vote on the
the United Stales, and he made the most of tL floor. But Sen. Kassebaum, who is noted for her

in two days of testunony before the Senate Labor and independence, fairness and integrity, made a call that
Human Resources Committee—dunng which ha ent- is perfectly consistent with her well-deserved reputa-
ks didn't puD their punches—Dr. Foster put his bon. Dr. Foster is fortunate to have his nomination m
ncmrutioo back on sobd ground by directly confront- the hands of the junior senator from Kansas. It’s
ng. and we thmk pereuaaveiy handing, the charges Kansas's senior senator. Majority Leader Bob Dole, 
that have been rased agasist hs candidacy in general who bears watching.
Dr. Porter came across as the open and dedicated 5^ ts tn a tight political spot of his own 
pracnang physnan and medical educator that hs Smce making known his presidential ambi-
J__________ ____  S.-__________ J- s _ __ - - 1 W art an

periormance on the order of last week's to overcome ■ uTpM^nuit a chief competitor. The Tens sena- 
I - * - - - UTV-.. -----------------z . ... . . — —. . .e

the American people three months ago
The committee now has the next two to three 

weeks to chew over Dr. Porter s responses to several 
key concerns. There ■ the credibibty issue raised by 
the dferent answers be pve about the number of 
abortxxia he had performed (the discrepanaes were 
due to lack of preparation and a faulty memory, not
dwve, be testified), hs knowledge of the infamous
Tuskegee sypfuhs study before the story broke tn
1972 (he maintains he never knew, even if others m

he ern [ration, having almost blown the Foster nomination at
The committee's seven Democrats and at least one starting gate and having watched his resurgence 

Republican. Vermont's Sen. James Jeffords, have (despite Wtae House myohemait), b relishing the 
made up mmds to support him Committee thought of Republicans denying Dr. Foster a Senate 
rharrwum Kansas Republican Sen. Nancy Kassebaum vote, ft may fall to Sen. Kassebaum, who conducted a
has yet to decide bow she will vote but has said she splendidly fair and open hearing, and other moderate
has no merest n dragging out the nomination any Republicans to speak with Sen. Dole about his plans. If 
kmger. wants to report Dr. Foster's nomination to Phil Gramm can succeed so easily in forcing changes 
the floor where the Senate on work its wil on White House aspirant Bob Dole, be makes Kansas’s

Sen. Kassebaum's deosxxi won’t please social con- senior senator seem to be more follower than leader.

Sen. Dole is in a tight political spot of his own

iupperten have made him out to be. Frankly, tt took a Lid7t~evrr7turn. Bob Dole bls been 'jammed'
performance on the order of last week's to overcome ■ 0^^ a chief competitor. The Texas sena-
hs dsastrous White House-engineered ntroduchon to aD.yDlKOp.lhls? contest with Sen. Dole is part of

‘ *“ their taddmg war for support among social conserva­
tives. who, unfortunately, have made Dr. Foster a 
cuttsig-edge issue. To slake their thirst. Sen. Gramm
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hamlet-; on the hill

On Dr. Foster, It’s Not Even Close
do his partisan duty. If he does, we beUeve he will

-that in the matter of executive branch appoint- * colleague and
ments It is the president's prerogative to d»oee hto only Rnh1J^’has allowed the confirmation

£

own |—,—--------
the post either because of lack of experience 

r . a a ZV-. Ila
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The Labor and Human Resources Committee 
did an excellent )ob assessing Dr. Foster's qualifies- 
uons. It demonstrated to all reasonable observers 
there is no ground for opposing this nomination.

LtTMOST ¥ 
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The mot eflechve <,0=0® er rf Dr. F<«= aWW toieMammwe

not as both Senator Kassebaum and Senator Frist 
emphasized. "Given the breadth of issues that will 
face the surgeon general," Senator Frist correctly 

said. "I believe it is critical that we select someone 
well versed in public health Issues generally, and 

that we not focus on one issue."
Focusing on all relevant Issues, persona) and 

professional. Dr. Foster is clearly a highly qualified 

nominee. It's not even a close call.

and a Tennessean-----------
he called "Hank" and the issues relating to medical 
ethics and professionalism than any other member 
of the Senate. His questions made It clear to all 
fair-minded observers that Dr. Foster's career is 
deserving of respect even at each of the career 

junctures now being criticized by opponents — 
abortions, a syphilis experiment sterilizations, a 

pregnancy prevention program.
We don't know how Senator Frist will ultimately

warned the Rev. Patrick J. Mahoney, director of 
the Christian Defense Coalition, "pro-family and 
pro-life activists have every reason to question his 
ability to lead and Insure Justice for all of Its dtl-

F

to BEzoR NOT To BE,

Si —
I - "ss® l’?'i
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The Doctor 
Shows Up 

The Senator

to deceive." be told the Senate 
Labor and Human Resources 
Committee. He looked and acted so 
much like an old-lashioned. amiable 
Southern doctor that he won over 
many of his opponents, who 
complimented turn on his personality 
and credibility.

Senate Democratic leader 
Thomas A. Daschle (S D ) was nght 
when he said Foster "deserves a full 
and fair hearing" tn the Senate. 
Democrats noted that they allowed 
nominations of Republicans who 
were more controversial than 
Foater—including Supreme Court 
nominees Robert H. Bork and 
Clarence Thomas—to go to the 
Senate floor for a vote.

Dole defended his threat to 

prevent a vote on the floor m a letter 
to Daschle, saying Democrats had 
used the tactic when they controlled 
the Senate. He ated numerous

judicial nominations and the 
controversial case of William Lucas, 
the Bush administration’s nominee 
to bead the Justice Department’s 
Civil Rights Division.

What Dole’s letter fails to point 
out is that judicial nominations are 
more likely to meet that fate 
because they often are caught up in 
politics and that Democrats often 
allowed contested nominations to 
come to the floor.

Dole's actions are motivated, in 
part, by his presidential duel with 
key rival Sen. PhO Gramm (R-Tex.), 
who has threatened to filibuster the 
nnmmatxxi to death should Dole 
allow a floor vote. Antiabortiou 
sentiment is strong among the 
Republican activists who vote in 
presidential primaries. Dole does not 
want Gramm to be able to claim 
credit for stopping Foster’s 
nomination.

But if Dole caters to the far right 
by killing Foster’s chances, he may 
be setting up a political backlash. 
Dole is in a George Bush situation,’ 
said political scientist Linda 
Witltarrre of the CongTCSSIOOSl 
Caucus Foundation. "He’s never 
gomg to be the candidate of the 
ultra-right. He has a history that 
puts him doser to the center of the

James M. Jeffords (Vti) said he 
had talked to six centrist 
Republicans who think Foster’s 
ncTiinatinn should come before 
the full Senate. Sens. Alan K. 
Simpson (Wyo.), John H. Chafee 
(R.L). James M. Inhofe (Okla.) 
and Kassebaum—the Dole 
presidential supporter who has 
conducted exemplary bearings 
on Foster's nomination—also 
say be deserves a vote.

After millions of Americans 
read news accounts and viewed 
the Foster hearings, there is also 
a distinctly undemocratic ring to 
Dole’s threat Although the 
Senate can hide behind rules and 
precedent, most Americans 
basicaUy believe that people 
deserve to have their day.

Moreover, it became dear 
during the bearings that Foster 
is a man who is respected by his 
own community, his medical 
peers and even a Republican 
president who gave him a "point 
of light’ award for his “1 Have a 
Dream" program to fight 
teenage pregnancy. In addition

party.
Tie pushed for creation of the 

Glam railing Commissoa, and he's 
voted for avii rights before his 
recent anti-affinnative-actioa 
statements. Gramm wiH always be 
to the right of him. Meanwhile, if 
[Dole) doesn't bring the nomination

8« GILLIAM, 84, Coll

politics.
The rank hypocrisy displayed 

by some legislators was chilling.
Sen. Dan Coate (R-lnd.) seemed 
especially disingenuous.
Although Foster went to the 
South to help the poor. Coats 
asked whether he helped cover 
up the U.S. government’s 
horrifying syphilis experiments 
ou poor black men. Coate 
professed to be troubled, but 
there is nothing in his legislative 
history that would indicate deep 
care and concern about poor 
blacks.

Similarly, it was difficult to 
take seriously some senators' 
professed concern for the 
sterilization of four poor, black 
mentally retarded women when 
House Republicans have just 
voted to remove aid from as 
many as 600,000 severely 
disabled children, including those 
with Down’s syndrome.

Through it all. Foster showed 
no rancor, bitterness or 
meanness.

Foster has demonstrated that 
be would be a strong surgeon 
general, a good spokesman for 
realism when it comes to such 
issues as teen pregnancy and 
disease prevention. It is good 
that the White House showed 
that it finally has learned 
something about pursuing 
difficult nominations and that it is 
willing to go to the mat for 
Foster.

While the fate of Foster 's 
nomination is largely in Dole's 
hands, if he survives to become 
the nation’s doctor, it will be 
largely due to the cahber of the 
man himself.

to expected questions about 
abortions and hysterectomies, 
there were questions about his 
program and about language he 
used in a medical journal article.

While some of that questioning 
was legitimate, at times it 
seemed to cross into grilling. 
The typical American sees a guy 
who wants to serve his 
government and who in most 
other forums would be lauded as 
a hero. At the hands of this 
panel, however, he is 
nncroscoptcally picked apart—all 
in the interest of high-stakes

GILLIAM. Ftm Bl 

to a vote, he may alienate some 
of the center, or at least not pick 
up their sapport.*

Kate Michelmin, of
the National Abortion and 
Reproductive Rights Action 
League, said that blocking the 
Foster nomination would be a 
’dangerous ploy’ and that Dole 
could expose a fault line within 
the Republican Party over the 
abortion issue.

“It is a primary presidential 
ploy, which amid cause in the 
long ran a general election 
backlash,’ Mk4w4m»n aid Dole 
is trying to win favor from and 
among the radical right of his 
party, which does indeed bold a 
great deal of power in the 
primary process. But if he 
defines himself as a right-wing . 
supporter, that will cost him 
votes m the general election. 
George Bush lost 17 percent of 
the Republican vote (in the 1992 
general election] because of the 
issne of choice.’

It is a mark of their good sense 
and judgment that a growing 
number of Republicans are 
questioning Dole’s tactics. Sen.

■■■ his is not a high moment in
Sen. Bob Dole’s presidential 

■ quest
In fact there's only one word for 

the Senate Republican leader’s 
threat to let the nomination of 
Henry W. Foster Jr. to be U.S. 
surgeon general die without a vote 
on the Senate floor—well, maybe 
three words: unfair, unwise and 
undemocratic.

It’s unfair because President 
Clinton’s nonunee for one of the 
nation’s most visible jobs in the 
health field already has been made, 
in the words of Sen. Nancy Landon 
Kassebaum (R-Kan.), *a pawn in our 
abortion debates’ Foster's 
confirmation hearings were delayed 
for months while criticism from both 
sides of the political aisle muddied 
his name, reputation and 
Dommation.

In two days of hearings, Foster 
took the blame for some of the 
criticism because he mtiaDy 

| underestimated the number of 

abortions he had performed during 
his decades as a practicing physician. 
He projected a strong and positive 
image. ’There was never any intent
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Foster deserves Senate approval

1

In !•<> days of hearings, neither Henry Foster nor 
the Senate panel members considering his nomination 
to he surgeon general addressed perhaps the most 
compelling question Why have a surgeon generaP

The locus of the Labor and Human Resources Com 
mittee wasn I on why the nation has to have • bully 
pulpit lor health care Or on the remarkably limited 
dunes and powers of an office that has created so 
much heat in the last couple of years

That s a debaie tor another day Right now. the 
question to be resolved is whether Foster should fill 
it And the answer would seem to be- Why not’

Nothing that emerged during his confirmation 
hearings suggested that Foster is unqualified for the 
job. either on medical or moral grounds. Advocacy 
groups on both sides of the abortion issue have been 
waging war over this nomination, sending out trea­
tises on why Fosters nomination Is critical to their 
respective causes Bui the only legitimate Issue is 
whether the Senate should consent to Foster's filling 
the symbolic rote of the nation's top doc. It should.

Foster went into the hearing dogged by questions 
about how many abortions he has performed. Was it 
• fewer than a dozen." as he once said, or 39. as he 
later asserted While the discrepancy was initially 
troubling, his explanation sounded perfectly plausi 
ble it was the difference between an off-the-cuff 

response and one given after a diligent check of 38 
years of records.

What's more important is that while zero would be 
the only acceptable number to opponents of abortion. 
39 in a 38-year career hardly suggests that Foster ran 
an abortion mill, as his most virulent opponents tried 
to insinuate. There's no reason that abortion should 
derail his nomination.

Foster s prospects for approval by the committee 
appear to be good, but a foul situation is developing 
in the Senate, with presidential politics as the pollut­
ant Sen. Phil Gramm, a Republican presidential aspi­
rant. hopes to score points with abortion opponents 
by leading a filibuster against the nomination on the 
door. Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, the early front­
runner in the GOP pack, has threatened to outdo 
Gramm by preventing the Foster nomination from 
coming to a debate or vote by the full Senate.

If Dole acts on his threat It will be a gross misuse 
of power. The public expects the Senate to discharge 
its constitutional responsibility to advise and consent 
by debating this nomination and making a decision.

It's a wonder that a respected, veteran physician 
would ever subject himself to this demeaning nomi­
nation process. At times, it seemed that Foster was 
ready to break under the strain. But he survived, and 
he has made his case to be surgeon generaL
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Doctors Who Studied Under Foster Call Abortion Issue Politics, Not Medicine
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ter initially gave one figure and then, he 
said, after checking records found that he 
had been the physician of record on 39 
cases, some of which may have been done b> 
residents.

Scott said he lias no problem believing 
Foster: "Considering the job of surgeon 
general, with what it pays and what little 
rewards there are. I can't imagine why he 
would lie. No one would he about something 
like this, especially since a medical retold is 
a legal document, accessible at any lime

Foster, who has said that abortions should 
be "safe, legal and rare." said that the 
abortions he perfor med were in life-threat 
enmg situations whete a decision had to t» 
made as to whether a baby or its mother 
would live.

"How can a doctor toll a woman that -lie 
should lose hei life for the sake of having a 
baby — especially, when a mother may hate 
three or four other children Io take care ot'' 
Scott said. “It borders on malpractice in tin. 
day and age. You’ll have a lawyer on your 
doorstep the same afternoon."

be,’ " said Dr. Carmel Boykin-Wright, a 
physician with the Grace Hill Neighborhood 
Health Center. "He was well-respected by 
his patients and very supportive of the stu­
dents. He was the kind of doctor who want­
ed you to do your best and was willing to 
help you do that."

Dr. Robert Scott, a physician at St. Louis 
University Hospitals, recalled Foster as be­
ing a knowledgeable doctor with a good 
bedside manner. "He was very well-read in 
his area." Scott said. "He was as good as 
anybody in his Field. I once watched him do a 
complete C-section, completely in control, 
talking to the patient and her husband the 
whole time, letting them know everything 
he was doing and why and making sure that 
the students watching knew what was going 

on.
“I left there feeling that this is someone I 

would want to deliver my child. I can’t say 
that about every doctor I've met.”

Dr. Michael Slaughter, a physician at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in East St. Louis, said one 
statistic about Foster had stuck in his mind.

Slaughter wonders about people who 
want tu politicize the job of surgeon general 
by wanting the candidate tu pass a litmus 
test on a particular issue. "The public 
should realize that these people are doctors 
first and politicians second." he said. "The 
surgeon general has to deal with so much 
more than one issue — heart disease, can­
cer. Alzheiiner’s. AIDS. It’s a shame to see 
people try to define the position with only 
iuii* issue. ’

Il Foster is |udged on his qualifications, 
tlie dis tors say. he will win confirmation as 
surgeon general. If. however, lie’s judged 
based oil politics — as it lerlauily looks now 

- his < ham es may be doomed
And. wui se thall that, the lepul.llion of a 

g>>al m.ui will h.ive been di.igged through 
the mud fm |»duical espediem v

'HREE ST. LOUIS DOCTORS say 

they just don’t get it.
They don't understand why there's 

all the fuss surrounding the confirmation of 
Dr. Henry Foster as 
surgeon general.

They don’t under- f Tk
stand the efforts by I W
some Senate Republi- Ar
cans to tear down Fos- \l^/\ J},;
ter's reputation and
career of 40 years as 
an obstetrician — all 
for political gain.

They don’t under­
stand why they 
haven't seen the Fos­
ter they know portrayed in the news media. 

All three physicians studied under Foster 
at Meharry Medical College in Nashville, 
Tenn. Because the school js small, students 
and doctors got to know one another. 

"He was the kind of doctor that you'd say. 
'Hey, this is the type of doctor I want to 

“By 1991. after he had been a doc tor for 
many, many years, he had never been 
sued." Slaughter said. "That's remarkable, 
when you consider how easily people are 
willing to sue doctors who deliver their 
children.”

Slaughter also remembered Foster as be­
ing well-respected by students. "He was 
known nationwide as well because of all of 
his hard work and was probably the most 
prominent physician at Meharry." he added 

All three doctors criticize senators for 
using the fact that Foster performed some 
abortions over the years as a reason not Io 
confirm him.

“If you're talking about molesting kids, 
abusing women or certain flaws in charac­
ter. yes. those would be reasons not to 
confirm him." said Scott. "But we're not 
talking about (hat here. We're talking about 
something that's a legal and medically ac­
cepted procedure. Just because something's 
not politically popular is no reason that 
should be held against you."

Some critics say Foster tried to cover up 
the number of abortions he performed. Fos­
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For goodness sake. President Bush

The need to get on with combat­

extent, with a teen pregnancy pre-
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The Foster consensus
He's prudently conservative; he favors abstinence; 

can a nominee be more middle of the road?

The real story of the nomination vention program that used job train- 
of Henry W. Foster to be surgeon Ing, tutoring, medical services and 
general isn’t how little his views are family planning to get teenagers to 
in sync with those who find him delay sex and childbearing.
unacceptable — but how much. In other words, he brings to the

Had he not faltered at the starting table both the style and proven strat- 
gate, flubbing with White House as- egies that, for years in this country, 
sistance the first questions on the most Americans have found both 
precise number of abortions he’d sensible and worthy of pursuing 
performed in a long and dtstin- For goodness sake. President Rush 
guished career, the anti-Fosterites awarded Dr. Foster one of his Points 
might have had to confront that raw- of Light Add up the Americans who 
est of dilemmas in American politics voted for Mr. Bush and Bill Clinton, 
— what to do when the other side and that’s quite a majority.
(horrors!) agrees. Henry Foster should be hailed as

Indeed, if ever there was a nar- the dream compromise nominee — 
rowing of the divide over how to deal neither anti-abortion nor, certainly, 
with one of the nation’s chief public- pushing abortion as the panacea to 
health problems — the debilitating unwanted pregnancy.
rise in unwed, teenage mothers — But this is, of course, the begin- 
the nomination of the fundamentally ning of a presidential campaign. And 
prudent, conservative, decent Dr. it has fallen to those who should find 
Foster was it solace In the Foster nomination to

He is not about those things that reflexively and. In some cases, dis- 
inflame the political right He does honestly try to defame his reputation 
not proselytize about condoms in the and overlook his conciliating views, 
schools. He does not pop off — even They should not win this debate, 
in symposia, so far as we know — They should not be permitted to de- 
about educating youngsters about stroy the Foster consensus for momen- 
the mysteries of masturbation. And tary advantage in New Hampshire 
we doubt he’d be likely to start yak- The need to get on with combat- 
king about legalizing drugs without Ing the complexities of teen pregnan- 
expliclt Oval Office clearance. cy — poignantly chronicled on The

No. be is not Joycelyn Elders. Inquirer’s Commentary Page this 
He is the flip-side of Dr. Elders: He week — is, frankly, far too important, 

carefully emphasizes the family's For that special reason. Dr. Foster 
role tn talking out touchy sexual may well be the most qualified physi- 
topics. He doesn’t put down absti- dan to assume this crucial bully pul- 
nence; he lauds it pit He should be voted out of commit-

And he has succeeded, to some tee and voted on by the entire Senate, 
extent with a teen pregnancy pre- And confirmed.

il

★

/I
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Wronging Dr. Foster

F “Abstinence
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rallying to discredit Dr. Foster. 
Because Dr. Foster performed

abortion to fight against someone
Dr. Elders was called the "Con- who is working on their side.

MINUS
ONE.

OR how many years have 
conservative Republicans 
been preaching this mes­
sage: “Abstinence is

good for young people”?
For how many years have they 

been the authors of statements like 
this: “When you’ve had the good 
fortune to participate in the mir­
acle of birth ... it is difficult to 
stand on the sidelines and watch 
so many people 
wasting this pre­
cious gift of Ijfe’?

The quotes this
time, however, 
aren’t from the 
Christian Coali­
tion, National
Right to Life or 
any other anti­
abortion group, 
but from the 
nominee to be
U. S. surgeon 
general. Dr. Hen­
ry Foster. Yet the 
response has 
been stunning: 
Instead of claim­
ing victory — tak-

AP PHOTO

Foatan No friend of abortion

MOU .. . tUXTUl 
who I am and 
what I stand for.” 

Dr. Elders told 
abortion foes 
they should get 
over “their love 
affair with fe­
tuses.” Dr. Foster 

dedicated his 
ing credit'for the fact that a Demo- life to protecting fetuses. His claim 
cratic President has been forced to to fame is a program he created in 
appoint a surgeon general who Nashville housing projects to 
preaches their message — mem- eliminate teen-age pregnancy. It 
bers of anti-abortion groups are stresses abstinence, the very same 

thing conservatives want
Which gets to the heart of the 

39 abortions in four decades as an absurdity of this controversy: How 
obstetrician, they claim he’s just a many abortion foes can say they 
"repackaged" Joyceiyn Elders. have done as much as Dr. Foster 

But Dr. Foster and the former to eradicate abortion?
There are plenty of tough issuessurgeon general have only three ' . , _____________

things in common: They’re doc- to fight about right now. How 
tors, they’re African Americans, wrong it is for those who oppose 
and they come from the South. r*—** ‘‘------------

r

dom Queen” because she was an 
advocate for passing out condoms 
to young people (“Well, I’m not 
going to put them on their lunch 
trays,” she once moderated). Dr. 
Foster’s confirmation hearing was 
disrupted by a member of ACT 
UP, an AIDS activist group that 
opposes his nomination because 
he is against condom distribution.

Dr. Elders went into every con­
troversy issuing fighting words.

Dr. Foster has a 
more conciliatory 
nature — “Since 
the President 
nominated me,” 
he told senators 
in his opening 
statement this 
week, “there has 
been some confu­
sion ... about
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Dr. Foster held hostage to abortion politics
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For the record, the hearings on the nomination of Dr. 

Henry Foster to be US. surgeon general are being held by the 
Senate Labor and Human Resources. But they might, as well 
be held by the Republican National Convention. For it s GOP 
presidential politics that are most likely to determine Foster's 
fate.

The Senate committee gets the first shot at the good 
doctor, deciding after hearings whether to vote to send his 
nomination to the full Senare. Since the GOP enjoys a 9-7 ma­
jority in the committee, it can. should it so choose, kill the 
Foster nomination m its cradle. But odds are that at least two 
more Republican committee members-Sens. Nancy Kasse- 
baum of Kansas and Bill Frist of Tennessee-will join the 
Democrau to vote out the nomination and send It to the floor 
GOP Sen. Jim Jeffords of Vermont announced his support for 
the nomination yesterday.

That's when the real fireworks win begin-day one. as It 
were, of the GOP presidential convention.

It’s not clear bow Foster would fare in a straight up-or- 
down vote in the fun Senate If one were allowed. But he enjoys 
overwhelming support among the Democratic Senate mi­
nority and the guess here is that he’d pick up enough votes 
from moderate Republicans to win approval, though nar­
rowly. But It may never get that far.

The stopper is likely to be the push-and-shove going on 
between Senate GOP leader Bob Dole of Kansas and Phil 
Gramm of Texas over who’s first in line for presidential sup­
port from anti-abortionists and Christian fundamentalists.

Gramm has threatened a filibuster to block Foster’s con­
firmation. one that would, m all probability, succeed for the

r

to prod the public and. to a lesser extent, the medical profes­
sion, to do the nght thing. In that regard. Foster seems emi­
nently qualified, a respected physician, honored bv such Re- 
publicans as President George Bush and Lamar Alexander 
then governor of Foster's home state. Tennessee, and now a 
GOP presidential candidate. The fact that Foster has long 
been active in fighting teen pregnancy, one of the major 
health and social issues of the age. adds to his fitness for the 
job.

But the nomination was botched bv a White House staff 
that tailed to see the potential to play abortion poliUcs with 
any gynecologist-nominee. Foster’s own faulty memory-was 
it one abortion he performed or a dozen or now 
39?-compounded the problem and give the GOP an added 
and unexpected stick with which to beat him: his credibility

Foster insisted before the Senate committee that his 
credibility should not be an Issue. He spoke too soon and mis­
takenly about his record, he said, under press scrutiny that 
took him by surprise. And. perhaps to his further surprise. 
Fnst, a conservative and a fellow physician, threw him a tour- 
niqueL The hearing. Frist said, “is not the time or the place to 
revisit our policy on abortion... I can tell you from expenence 
as a physician that no one practices medicine as long as Hank 
Foster has-38 years-without making mistakes."

Undoubtedly Frist is correct. But Nancy Kassebaum. 
who chairs the committee and is viewed as more sympathetic 
to Foster than are most Republicans, showed a surer grasp of 
the political realities in her sum-up of Foster’s situation.

The nominee, she said, “has been made a pawn in our 
abortion debates" Ain't that a fact.

most pragmatic of reasons: Too many Republicans, even pro­
choice moderates would rather not have to vote at all on a 
nomination so burdened with abortion baggage. It's a divisive 
issue even among Republicans. The anti-abortion forces are 
deemed a formidable factor in the GOP nommatinn process 
which explains the Gramm-Dole tussle, but not nearty so 
strong among the general electorate, which explains why so 
many Republicans would rather the issue evaporau.

Dole, however, is determined not to be outbid by Gramm 
for the fundamentalist vote. And since he controls the Senate 
agenda. Dole can put Gramm's filibuster on ice by putting 
Foster in the deep freeze-simply refusing to schedule a vote 
on the nommation

That the nomination should have become a political 
issue is a product of White House incompetence and the grow­
ing importance of one-issue politics in presidential cam­
paigns

The job itself is powerless: it functions primarily as a 
bully pulpit from which to call attention to health issues and 

,5

The Foster Nomination
■he nomination of Dr. Henry 
Foster Jr. as the next U5. Sur­
geon General is now before 

the Senate for confirmation. But 
already, politics is about to raise ns 
ugly head.

Instead of debating whether the 

nominee is qualified for the post or 
whether there is a legal or ethical 
problem or not. the confirmation 
hearing is steering towards Foster’s 
credibility and the issue of abortion. 

During hearings early this week 
before the Labor and Human 
Resources Committee, one senator 

observed that “this forum ought not 
to be the place to revisit our nation­
al policy on abortion." Which is 

exaedy what is taking place on Capi­
tol HUI.

Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.j, is run­
ning for President in 1996 and has 
noted his opposition to a woman’s 
right to choose. And as majority 
leader, be has vowed not to allow a 
full floor vote on Foster nomination, 
regardless of the committee's rec- 

ommendauon. Another prcsidcnual 
aspirant Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Tex.j. 
has also pledged to implement a fil- 
libuster. which would mean an 

almost-cenain death for the nomi- 

nauon.
Dr. Henry Foster. 61, is a highly 

respected obstetrician and gynecol­
ogist. whose nomination has been 
in limbo for nearly three months 

now. Congress must stop playing 

politics and present the nomination 
for a full vote on the Senate floor.
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Dr. Foster is causing GOP

I

---  I----------—---------—MU L 
ly. or they win It but only by paying a within their party, 
heavy political price among fellow Foster looked 11

andldate for president enough so that the question is essen- 
flllbuster to block the Ually moot

livers babies' - perhaps 10,000 of Tuskegee. Ala., were denied treat- 
them In his 38 years of practicing ment for syphilis so they could serve

Vi-’

would seem to require a menace to And It is being suggests 
the national well-being of grand pro- knew about — and. by impl 
portions, not Just a mild-mannered approved — ’
61-year-old black man who de- government e

JACK . JULES
GERMOND & WITCOVER

I that he 
, implication. 

■ the infamous federal 
- - -------- -------- — government experiment 30 years ago

scribes himself as ’a doctor who de- In which black men living around 
Itvwrc __ - - * 1 A rWWl _ 1__ — _ _ .

It was what drove another candidate, background.
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, to Heisbeingquestlanedonwheth- 
threaten to deny a vote tn the Senate er the statistical claims made for his 
on the nomination even if It limps program to prevent teen-age preg­
out of the labor committee. nancies have been inflated: the an-

But actions as drastic as those swer seems to be that they may 
threatened by Dole and Gramm have, but it is no big deal.

medicine and teaching in Alabama as a control group. '
and Tennessee. Foster says that he didn't know

For Dole, the political stakes are about It until everyone else did and 
pardculariy high. Gramm s extrem- would have deplored it if he had 
ism fits his record and his aggressive known. And he hardly seems to fit 
personality and has an obvious ap- the mold of the callous scientist con- 
peal to his core constituency on the ducting research at the expense of 
far right of the Republican Party. his patients.

But Dole is considered a more On the contrary, the best descrip- 
moderate conservative and one who tlon of him may have come from 
has always seemed more interested Sen. Bill Frist, the freshman Repub­
in getting things accomplished In llcan from Tennessee and a physl- 
govemment than braying loudly dan himself who has not yet com­
about some social Issue. mined to supporting the nomination

The issue is tricky for the majority He's compassionate.' said Frist
leader at several levels. First having ’He is sympathetic. He is an ex cel- 
put himself out on the limb by sug- lent physician. He's had the best in­
gesting he would not even allow a terests of patients first and foremost 
floor vote. Dole must deliver or face In his pracfice. and that comes 
another clear political embarrass- across In the hearing.'
ment akin to the one he suffered Indeed it does. That Is precisely 
when the balanced budget amend- why the ravtng of the far right seems 
ment failed tn the Senate. so discordant, and why Bob Dole and

Beyond that, he must produce a the Republican Party are likely to 
rationale for his actions that makes end up paying a high political price 
sense to those moderate Republicans for opposing him.

to expect a painful delivery
WASHINGTON — The Republi­

cans have backed themselves into 
an awkward comer tn their Ideologi­
cal crusade to prevent the ccnftrma- 
tlon of Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. as 
surgeon general. In political terms.
the best they can get Is the worst of
tt

Foster's soft, down-home style tn
testimony before the Senate Labor 
and Human Resources Committee 
has disarmed those who have tried 
to depict him as a conniving abor­
tionist not fit for the federal post

The result is that only two out­
comes seem possible. Either the Re- who support abortion rights and al- 
publlcans lose the fight outright ready are extremely uneasy about 
which now seems possible if unlike- the influence of the religious right 
ly. or they win It but only by paying a within their party.
heavy political price among fellow Foster looked like a much easier 
Republicans and Independents who target right after President Clinton 
do not share their hard-line views announced the nomination, and the 
against abortion rights. Nashville physician gave misleading

From the outset, the opposition to and mistaken answers to questions 
Foster has been driven by the Im- about Just how many abortions he 
placable hostility of the religious has performed.

But he has admitted his error and
That Is what led Sen. Phil Gramm offered explanations reasonable 

of Texas. a candidate for president enough so that the question Is essen- 
to promise a filibuster to block the Ually moot
nomination before he had heard a Now the Repubficans on the labor 
word of Foster s testimony. committee find themselves grasping

And. perhaps most significantly, for other crumbs of dirt in Foster s

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, to
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Our ViewCharleston Daily Mail; 5-3-95

i^pi HE Surgeon Generalsnip 01 me unneo siaie: 
I largely symbolic position. The post has been 

I without an occupant for several months now

larly among the young. You can’t get a much more rock- 
bottom traditional family value than that. So why do the

probably is the way the majority of lay Americans feel.
As an ultra-conservative political issue, however, it is

Not only is Dr. Foster being attacked being politi- 
ly incorrect on abortion — from the conservative

NEWS JOURNAL 5/2/'

(DE)

Republicans think he is an enemy? Because years ago, 
he performed some legal abortions. And when asked 
about it, he gave conflicting numbers until he went back 
through his records.

Let’s make no mistake about it. Some Republican 
senators on the Labor Committee are going to throw up 
the "issues” of credibility and suitability, but the real is­
sue is abortion. The Christian Coalition has targeted Dr. 
Foster in order to prove it has enough muscle to make 
things happen — or not happen — in Washington.

Dr. Foster says he finds abortion distasteful, but. as a 
physician, he refuses to condemn it absolutely. That

handy to use against Dr. Foster, whose position in gov­
ernment would be largely symbolic in any case.

Not only is Dr. Foster being attacked being politi­
cally incorrect on abortion — from the conservative 
viewpoint — but, being an African-American, he also 
makes a nice unspoken target of those who assume that 
he is an affirmative action "quota.” Ultra-conservatives 
are looking for a twofer on this one.

The Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee 
Committee shouldn’t give it to them. Dr. Foster should 
be approved by the committee and his nomination rati­
fied by the full Senate as promptly as possible.

without any noticeable harm to anyone’s health. 
But if this vacancy must be filled, let's get on with it. 

President Clinton picked Dr. Henry Foster to be sur­

geon general. So be it.
Foster seems genuinely concerned about teen preg- 

nancv. As surgeon general, he might be able to get a 
few kids to think twice before having unwise sex. Fine.

Some Republicans in the Senate are balking at ap­
proving the nomination. Foster has performed abor­

tions in the past
But Foster doesn’t seem to be very big on abortion. 

He thinks it should be “safe, legal and rare." He'd rath­
er build the self-esteem of teen-agers so they won't cop 

out and become parents too soon.
Birth control is available throughout the United 

States Abortion is common Yet American children are 

having children at an embarrassing rate.
Foster wants to try another tactic, and most Ameri­

cans are willing to let him give it a try.
As for Republicans, they too will be judged - on how 

fairly they handle Foster s nomination

Where We Stand 
Abortion iii aphony 

teaiM kt this nonAne- 
tionfW-

Dr. Foster’s hearing 
should focus on
his real values

For a party that has wed itself 
to the concept of a return to tradi­
tional family values, the Republi­
cans have created a strange enemy 
in Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., the

embattled nominee for surgeon general who begins his 
nomination hearings today.

Until he began to be slandered by the anti-abortton- 
ists and the far right. Dr. Foster is best known for his 
high profile crusade against sexual promiscuity, particu-

Foster
■ Confirm him; "safe, legal and rare’ 
is the centrist position on abortion

HE Surgeon Generalship of the United States is a 
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Kassebaum. R-Kan.. said, the coun-

that used the words penis, vagina.

PfWi

i
1

i

I z

s*

Balt.Sun; 5-3-95

The Senate’s crazy world
aims to dop:
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WASHINGTON — Dr. Henry Fos­
ter Jr. was so earnest, so pleasant 
and so obviously good-willed In the 
witness chair yesterday. It seems a 
shame he will not become our next 
surgeon general.

Even If Foster's nomination gets 
out of the Labor and Human Re­
source Committee. It must be con­
firmed by the Senate.

And too many senators are run­
ning for president for this to happen.

Presidential candidate Sen. Phil 
Gramm, a Republican from Texas.

f

ROGER

SIMON
has promised to filibuster the Foster
nomination to kill It Clinton is championing a doctor

And why should Senate Majority who is black and pro-choice, which 
Leader Bob Dole, also running for appeals to two powerful groups with- 
president give Phil Gramm all that In the Democratic Party.
TV time and allow him to become an Further, any issue such as abor- 
even greater hero to the party’s Uon that splits Republicans, espe- 
antl-abortlon right wing? dally Republican men and women.

No. it's a lot safer for Dole simply helps Clinton s re-election chances, 
to block the vote on Foster and let --------- “-----T. *..
his nomination languish and die. L_ „. „

After all. it Is not like the country ed States, what kind of person can 
is in dire need of a surgeon general.

With a staff of just 18 and a budg­
et of just $1 million, in federal terms . r
thepostlsnotjust8mallpotatoes.it pro-life Democrat from Oklahoma, 
is barely succotash. told the labor committee yesterday

Why have one? Because, as labor that he wanted a surgeon general 
committee chairwoman Nancy "who was not controversial.
Kassebaum. R-Kan.. said, the coun- So all he wants is a surgeon gen­
try needs a national 'scold" and era! who will take strong stands on 
"cheerleader" on health matters. AIDS. sex. abortion and birth con-

But there are many scolds and trol. but not be controversial, 
cheerleaders out there these days: Which makes you wonder what
We have Ralph Nader, the Center for kind of alternate universe some 
Science In the Public Interest, the members of Congress live in.
Consumer Federation of America. While many were saying that 
Common Cause and on and on. Foster s performance in front of the

We have so many people telling labor committee Is critical to his 
us to eat our vegetables and to skip chances for confirmation, this is 
Chinese food that it sometimes is probably not true:
hard to tell them apart. Of the 16 senators on the com-

Besides. there is the real question mittee. 13 announced their decision 
of just how outspoken a "scold" Hen- before Foster said a single word, 
ry Foster would be allowed to be. All seven Democrats have said

Ronald Reagan grew to hate his they plan to support Foster, and six 
surgeon general. Dr. C. Everett Koop, of the nine Republicans have said 
Aside from Issuing a report saying they plan to oppose him.
there was no conclusive evidence Which leaves us with only three 
that abortions were harmful to worn- committee members who are even 
en. Koop also Issued an AIDs report going to pretend to Usten.
that used the words penis, vagina. If Foster has a chance. It might be 
and condom. (1 didn't know what to use the same tactic that Supreme 
else to call them." Koop said.) Court nominee Clarence Thomas

But Ronald Reagan never fired did: Accuse the virtually lily-white 
Koop. Senate of a "high-tech lynching."

Bill Clinton, on the other hand. And in February. Foster said his 
fired his surgeon general. Dr. Joyce- critics were 'white, right-wing ex- 
lyn Elders, for speaking out on be- tremlsts." But he later said he had 
half of masturbation as a form of not meant to say "white."
safe sex. And yesterday he refused to play

On Monday, however. Bill Clinton the race card. Sometimes speaking 
was pretending he wanted a strong softly, sometimes speaking passion­
advocate In the job and that Foster ately. Foster at all times showed 
should not "be put In a little box for himself to be sincere, dedicated, and 
somebody's political objectives." decent.

But as coincidence would have IL Which makes you wonder why he 
Foster serves Clinton's political ob- wants a Washington job in the first 
jectlves just fine. place.

Rep. Tom A. Cobum. a doctor and

told the labor committee yesterday

dally Republican men and women.

"If we can't confirm Henry Foster 
to be the surgeon general of the Unlt-

we confirm?" Clinton asked

XT?-
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San Francisco Chronicle; 5-2-95

EDITORIALS

Worthy Nominee
For Surqeon General

■■ oster also is one of the nation's leading 
■ authorities on. reducing infant mortality

chairman of the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at both Meharry Medical

415 556 1023R-9 6%

a
r ’

TFie deserve 
better than 
to see 
anti-choice 
forces 
debase the 
confirmation 
process

College and the Tuskegee Institute in Ten­
nessee and being dean of the School of 
Medicine at Meharry. Foster was one of the 
youngest people ever inducted into the In­
stitute of Medicine of the National Acade­
my of Sciences.

Last week, about 30 doctors who receiv­
ed their medical training from Foster at 
Meharry Medical College in Nashville trav­
eled to Washington to speak to individual 
senators on Foster’s behalf. Yesterday, sev­
eral dooen young people who journeyed by 
bus from Nashville met with senators to tell 
how they have been helped by Fosters “I 
Have a Future" program.

The nationally recognized program, 
which has a established a record of steering 
its participants away from early pregnan­
cies, promotes abstinence by presenting in­
centives for teenagers to delay sexual activ­
ity and childbearing — and it emphasizes 
job training, drug prevention and educa­
tion.

and on teenage drug abuse. The number of 
babies he has delivered — 10,000 — far 
outnumbers the abortions he has perform­
ed.

Consider the benefit to the nation if Fos­
ter were able to use the bully pulpit of the 
surgeon general's office to reduce teenage 
pregnancy, much as Dr. C. Everett Koop 
used the office to educate Americans about 
the health dangers of tobacco.

An enlightened Senate win allow Foster 
to do just that

05-02-95 01:06PM P002 tt25

T A TIME when the nation suffers 
____ from an epidemic of teenage preg- 

nancy, President Clinton has nomi­
nated as surgeon general one of the few 
people in the United States with success in 
combatting the crisis.

Yet, far from exploring this important 
accomplishment of nominee Dr. Henry Fos­
ter, a group of anti-ohoioe zealots has suc­

ceeded in reducing 
an illustrious 30- 
year career to the 
performance of 
several dozen abor­
tions — a legal, 
necessary medical 
procedure that a 
majority of Ameri­
cans bdieve is a 
constitutional 
right

Foster — and 
the country — de­
serve better than 
to see a single- 

minded minority debase the confirmation 
process while delivering the message that 
healers who perform abortions had best 
forget about serving the public in any offi­
cial capacity.

Foster's confinnation hearings begin to­
day before the Senate Labor and Human 
Resources Committee, and let us hope our 
elected representatives will focus on the 
61-year-old obstetrician-gynecologist’s esti­
mable qualifications, which include being
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Listen to Henry Foster
use procedural

tion bad not “leveled with the American pen-'

formed oyer his long career. The administra-

said less than a dozen. After more careful re- reduced to a political football - kicked 
view he revised the estimate to several doz- ^rOU?c? between Republican presidential 
en. Each was a legal procedure, which many bopeftds, who are eager to pander to their

con-

O1 nysrerectorrues on 
mentally retarded women decades ago, for

answer them before a panel of open minds

R-9 6% 415 556 1023

nominee
hide.

in political posturing. But Foster deserves a 
fair hearing.

It’s unfortunate for Foster that the White

tion nearing will be more a reasoned exnlo- f«r+ uui stems irom theration of his quottationo than „ ejgoe tirrn hadnS'l^X^X^^

05-02-95 04:46PM P003 #30

The mistake was to make it appear that the which may have become just as much inter-

- ---------- „——iwomen
voters as it is in getting the nominee 
firmed. .

Foster might bring a great deal to the post 
ot eurgeon general, most particularly what 
appears to be a deep commitment to reduc­
ing teen pregnancy, one of the nation’s most
intractable and troubling social problems,

Unfortunately, Sen! Bob DdTand Phil StShtStednnT£bow 
Gramm, both Republican presidential candi- t^J 6 ® heaf what

formed over his long career. The administra- even for a vote of the full Senate’ What’s 
tion initially said it was one; Foster later is that the nnminaj-mr, shouldn’t be

House was not better prepared - and didn’t TT here’s no question that the handling of 
better prepare him-for the inevitable ques- A the no“hiation was clumsy But 
toons about how many abortions he had per- shouI<J ^er the nominee ineligible 
rnrmpd nvov* htq rrn.ewn rm- o aI__ z tv a. «

gist, to the post of surgeon general today It fS! e nomination, regardless of what 
may be too much to hope that his confinma- » iH3 0PPQait’01118 “not
tion hearing will be more a reasoned exnlo- abortion, but stems from the

rvoa a procedure, which many •~hciuwi who are eager to pander to theii 
physicians of his specialty have performed. P^5 religious right, and the White House,

had something embarrassing to tes^d “ ^Wthe battle to g*Ivanin

While he will undoubtedly be asked the
clanfy that histoiy, Foster’s record begs oth­
er, perhaps more legitimate questions -
about his performance of hysterectomies on

example. The nominee deserves a chTnce1 to
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College, he never lost touch 
broader community.

R-96% 415 556 1023

-

mined to prevent his confirmation. 
Hearings begin today in the Senate La­
bor and Human Resources Committee.

The Clinton administratian got Fos­
ter's nomination off on the wrong foot 
three months ago by underestimating 
the number of abortions he performed. 
That was stupid — another in a aeries 
of White House blunders. But Foster's 
nomination itself was smart. He is an 
excellent choice for surgeon general.

Foster believes abortion should be 
safe, legal, and rare,” a philosophy 

that polls indicate a majority of Peri­
cans share. He performed abortions for 
medical reasons. Had he done so indis­
criminately, the number would be 
much higher.

Opponents have trumped up other 
allegations against Foster to smear his 
reputation. But there is no evidence 
that he has ever been anything but a 
conscientious physician with a power­
ful commitment to public health As a 
dean and acting president of Meharry 
Medical College, he never lost touch 
with the broader community.

In Nashville, Henry Foster is a hero. 
If he fails to win Senate confirmation, 
the loss will be the nation's.

Dr. Hero
If Foster is rejected as surgeon general, the nation loses

N a world ruled by reason, surgeon
general nominee Henry Foster Jr.
would be a hero of those who op­

pose abortion.
The physician’s “I Have a Future"

program in Nashville is one of the most 
successful in the country at preventing
teen pregnancy. It preaches not birth
control but absti­
nence and personal
responsibility. It
should be a model
for programs nation­
wide, and Foster
could use the sur­
geon general’s bully
pulpit to make it ao
if his nomination is
approved by the
U.S. Senate.

But anti-ebortion-
ists do not want to
hear about the abortions Foster has
prevented by helping teenagers stay
healthy and in school, or about the
10,000 babies he has delivered. They
focus instead on the 39 abortions the
6I-year-old obstetrician/gynecologist
says he has performed over his long 
medical career, and they are deter­

05-02-95 04:46PM P002 #30



Three months after President Clinton nominated him to be 
surgeon general. Dr. Henry Foster finally will get a Rear­
ing today. But whether it will be a fair and honest hearing re­
mains very much in doubt.

Already subjected to a vicious character assassination, Foster 
is now caught in two political crossfires. Sens. Bob Dole and 
Phil Gramm, both presidential candidates, are eager to derail 
the nomination to wound Clinton. And Dole, eager to show he is 
more conservative than Gramm, suggests that he may not even 
allow a full Senate vote, thus topping Gramm’s filibuster threat 
Very clever politics — and absolutely wrong.

The battle over Foster’s confirmation should be waged after 
the hearing — with a vote on his qualifications. And so far, noth­
ing has emerged that should prevent Foster from being Ameri­
ca s chief public health official.

Certainly nothing about the abortion issue should disqualify 
him. Foster concedes that in a medical career ofnearly 40 years, 
he performed about 40 fully legal abortions, which is not sur­
prising for an obstetrician-gynecologist He also estimates that 
he delivered some 10.000 babies — a fact never mentioned by 
the anti-abortion activists seeking to quash his nomination. 
Moreover, he has had a distinguished career, including creating 
a widely praised program aimed at preventing teen pregnancy.

More troubling are questions of his veracity. Both Foster and 
the White House hurt themselves with their oft-changing “facts” 
on the abortion issue. Another issue likely to get scrutiny con­
cerns what and when Foster knew about an infamous syphilis 
experiment conducted at Tuskegee Institute.

Those questions, and a few about current public health issues, 
should be asked — which is what confirmation hearings used to 
be about. They could be again — if Dole and Gramm would put 
their presidential campaigns on hold.

Tuesday, Mav 2. 1995 • DAILY NEWS

A fair hearing
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A public servant headed for a political execution
.■iijjjjL u—zyT sion called the nominee the sible program can fail to -- but it

I

TOMTEEPEN

Tom Teepen is national correspon­
dent of Cox Newspapers. His col­
umn appears Tuesdays and
Sundays

emphasizes sexual abstention.
It is possible there are enough 

vestigial Republican moderates 
on the committee — Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum of Kansas will be key 
— to send the nomination to the 
floor, though if so, probably with­
out a recommendation.

If it does reach the full Senate, 
sly Phil Gramm, Br’er Fox, will 
be waiting to pounce on Foster, 
by way of proving his bona fides 
to the religious right and advanc­
ing his presidential ambitions.

Henry Foster is the sort of 
accomplished, caring person 
who. in the recent past, would 
have been hailed for taking up 
public service.

These days, he is just another 
victim of a venomous politics

to demonize anyone put forward 
who does not perfectly suit its 
doctrinal hard line.

f everything goes according to 
schedule, they’ll start burning 

_ Dr. Henry Foster at the stake 
today. The only question is 
whether he’ll be slow-roasted or 
cindered on the spot.

The spot being the Senate 
Labor and Human Resources 
Committee.

As fair-minded inquisitors, the 
Republicans on the committee 
will give Foster a chance to 
speak first — to recant or, failing 
that, to explain his lapses from 
Republican orthodoxy.

But in the manner of any 
sound auto-da-fe, President 
Clinton’s nominee for surgeon 
general will be put to the torch 
even if he repents. Regretted sin 

is still sin.
Don’t be misled. The issue 

here is anti-abortion politics, and 
that’s the only issue.

There will be a lot of fine 
blather about credibility and 
other abstractions, but as an 
obstetrician and gynecologist, 
Foster has performed a few abor­

tions.

sion called the nominee the
“Condom King.’’ Judie Brown of
the American Life League said
he is “a ghoul.” and the Tradi­
tional Values Coalition called
him “a Dr. Kevorkian.” The
Christian Coalition’s Marshall
Wittman said Clinton chose Fos­
ter in order to "pursue a left­
wing agenda... of condom
distribution.” Pat Robertson, the
proselytizer of conspiracy theo­
ries, even managed to muddle
the Foster nomination together
with some supposed homosexual

agenda.
The real man lost in all this

political caricature is a rather
mild-manned and politically
moderate physician and medical
educator He has been regarded
highly in his profession and often that anOwing no quarter rushes 
honored by it.

The “I Have a Future” pro­
gram that Foster developed to
cut teen pregnancies was so suc­
cessful it was recognized as one
of President Bush’s “Thousand
Points of Light.” It certainly
allows for birth control — no sen-

The religious right hates that, 
and this is the sort of matter 
about which the GOP these days 
only asks, “How fast?” when the 
Christian Coalition and like­
minded groups say, “Dance.”

People for the American Way 
has been tracking the religious 
right’s campaign of smear and 
slander against the physician.

A commentator for James 
Dodson’s Family News in Focus 
said Foster “has blood on his 
hands.” Patrick Mahoney of the 
Christian Defense Coalition char­
acterized Foster’s views as 
"radical and extreme.”

James Smith of the Southern 
Baptists’ Christian Life Commis-

IM
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OUR VIEW

If qualifications count,
Foster deserves a chance

Some Republican 

senators who want 
to play politics with the nomina­
tion are wrong.

J went on to 
win admiration with his articulate advoca-

Henry Foster deserves the same chance.

Today’s debate: SURGEON GENERAL NOMINEE
USA Today; 5-2-95

public health policy.
Next, the abortion pohtics.
Foster performed abortions. Not the 

dozen he first acknowledged but 39 during 
38 years of medical practice. Anti-abortion 

„ , „ , . . foes condemned him first for the admis-
Here s a radical prescription: Let qualifi- sion and then for the numbers. No matter 

cations, not abortion politics, determine that all were legal medical procedures, 
the fate of Dr. Henry Foster’s nomination The abortion revelations led to allega- 
as surgeon general. tions that Foster was involved in forced

Going into today’s hearing before the sterilizations, medical experimentation 
Senate Labor and Human Resources Com- and a secret government program to deny 
nuttee, Foster is a definite underdog. The poor black men treatment for syphilis. In 
ol-yearold Nashville obstetrician and gy- these, Foster vehemently denies any 
necologist has been denounced and con- wrongdoing — a contention backed up by 
demned, tried and convicted by some be- his professional colleagues. Again, no one 
fore testimony even begins. has produced evidence that he did any-

Evenifhewins approval from the GOP- thing illegal or unethical, 
dominated panel, Republican Sens. Bob So what’s the foss about? Abortion. 
Dole of Kansas and Phil Gramm of Texas Dole and Gramm, both presidential con- 
foreaten t° block a vote on the Senate floor, tenders, need to validate their credentials 

Qualifications or politics? with opponents of abortion. Although a
First, a look at the former. For almost 40 minority nationally, abortion foes hold 

yean, Foster distinguished himself through much power in the Republican nominating 
his practice of medicine and his public set- process. Enough, apparently, to veto nomi- 
vice. He delivered 10,000 babies and nees even if they obey the law and dedicate 
waged a war on infant mortality in the their lives to public service
South. He served as acting president of Me- It’s not the first time abortion has de­
harry Medical College in NashviUe and fined the debate for a suigeon general Re­
founded “1 Have A Future,” a program to publican nominee Dr. C. Everett Koop 
curb teen pregnancy that was selected as took his lumps from the Democrats be- 
one of President Bush’s 1,000 points of cause of his conservative views on abor- 
hghL Throughout his career, Foster has tion. In the end, Koop got the job based on 
been an articulate advocate for medical qualifications, not politics. He 
care for the poor and the disadvantaged. t ‘

This certainly seems the perfect portfolio cy of pubiicT^l'th^u^ 
for a surgeon general — a slightly bizarre ‘~
federal job that holds little authority yet of-  
fers a national platform for influencing ► The Foster fight, 4A
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ilw roHgirMig right?

Here's the nonsensical part Foeter is the

tor to pezfiinn an abartzoQ.
Three Republicans hold the key to Foe­

tart getting cotmnittee approval. They are 
committee choir Nancy Kasaebaum of
Kansas, who is pro-choice; Bill Frist, a fol­
low physidan from Fostert home state of 
Tbnnesaee, and James Jeffords ofVsmont, 
who eomethneo votes with Democrats. One 
of them must vote with seven Democrats 
in ord**’ to advance Foster^ nnmimitjon. 

  CommittM survival isnt enoo^x. Presi-
A«nr« tn »<«fcnd his rMnrd Ttaesday before dezrtial aspirants Bob Dole, the Senate ma­
ths fienata Labor and Human Resources jority leader, and Sen. Phil Gramm vow to 
Committee. Even with a stupendous per- bottle up the Foster nomination. Dole says
fnrrnannn Fncter faeea a hard row to win he may not let tt get to a floor vote. Gramm
approval by the committee and confirma- says he’ll filibuster. But who’s pandering

fj/m by frill Senst*.
His nominatian has become a hostage of

election year politics, as well as of the ill- founder of the *1 Have a Future* program 
tempered national debate over abortion. 2L. ’ '  - -

necologist Find an ob^yn of Foster’s age Foster is a dedicated physician with an 
*' and t»rporignna who lumt dana soma abor- admirable record of public service. He

tionB — nowthaA remarkable. wouldmakeasensibleandmoderatesur-
Inthiscoantryitisnotaerimefaradoo- geon general. He deserves confirmation-

Confirm Dr. Foster
The rap on the surgeon-general nominee is that he did abortions; 

the reality is he founded a program to prevent teen pregnancies

HE IRONY OF the vi-
» H w ,Mnna attack on Dr.

Henry Foster by parti-
■ sans of the Christian

Coalition is that Foster 
is a fighter for many of

alL the same values the re­

ligious right espouses, indndtng sexual ab­
stinence before marriage.

Prxriitent cs intend nominee for UH. sur­
geon general was scheduled to get the

_.__2 ' ■ ■ ■ ‘ . in Nashville, which counsels teenagers to
Tbe worst smoke screen spewed by Foe- cantinuethareducatfonandpoetpanehxv-

tert critics is over his candor. ingbabies-Abstinenceispartoftheteach-
Th. t"1th — matter hnw badly the ing. That contribution to family values has 

White House famblaa the facts — is that prevented young women from having to 
Foster parfarmad about 39 abortions dur- face the difficult derision of whether to have 
ing a 38-year career as an obstetrician-gy- an abortion.
necologist Find an ob-gyn of Fostert age 1--------- —- - , .
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The power
of ‘C-words’

Jr

B
I

Dr. Henry Foster

Ellen Goodman

e..
OSTON—There is some solace in hearing 
Henry Foster's opponents trip over their 
tongues as they try to explain their 
hostility to the doctor without using the “A- 
word."

Republican leaders have been left stammering by 
the prospect that Tuesday's confirmation hearings 
will turn into another party-splintering debacle. 
Even ardent anti-abortion advocates have chosen to 
stutter over the three C's rather than stick to the 
one A.

The fight over Foster s nomination to the surgeon 
general's post isn't really about abortion, they all 
insist It's about Credibility. It's about Character. It’s 
about Controversy. As Ann Lewis of Planned 
Parenthood puts IL “I haven't heard so many 
transparent excuses since the dog ate the 
homework."

&

Wusoatons Or Keoy wagocm 
Nancy Kassebaum

party. (If only the White House were that organized.) 
But in an expected close committee vote, the power 
to get the Foster nomination onto the Senate fioor 
rests on her actions. So does her own reputation for 
fairness.

When all is said and done. Foster is another in a 
line of private citizens who have been escorted onto 
the public stage and walked right into a political 
propeller. As surgeon general, he wants to lead a 
national campaign against teen-age pregnancy -a 
campaign that would make abortion less necessary. 
He's targeted by people who would rather make 
abortion impossible.

For months, he's watched his life's work twisted 
into some unrecognizable shape. At the very least he 
deserves a trip to the Senate floor and a full vote. 
Come to think of it. maybe this isn't about abortion. 
Maybe it's about another word: Fairness.

Th* Boston GiotM N*wip«cw Co

Chgo. Trib.; 5-2-95 ____

Secret codes:

of people who call doctors “abortionists" and people 
who believe in keeping the government out of 
private decisions.

__________ Robert Dole (R-Kan.). for one. has been forthright 
Last December Joycelyn Elders had to tum in her about his deep desire to get Foster on the next

surgeon general s uniform after she gave the available plane back to Tennessee. The last thing the
impression of appearing to be saying that it wasn't a candidate for president wantsjs a full debate and 
bad idea to teach masturbation in school

Henry Foster was her conservative replacement
He was the safe, consensus candidate for the job. the
picture perfect profile of a gray-haired doc who
once delivered babies of poor black women barred
from white hospiuls and ran programs to prevent
teen pregnancy.

The 61-year old Ob-Gyn had also -shock and
amazement -performed abortions That outraged the
hard-core troops who want to make doctors pariahs.
and made some politicians nervous. But when the
number of abortions was called into question—how-
many did he do’ how many did he say he
did? -many in Congress latched onto the numbers
game like a political life raft.

The issue wasn't really abortion, they swore.
paddling as fast as they could away from this hot
issue, it was Credibility Why. they would have been

vote on the Senate floor. The first thing he wants is 
for this nomination to die in committee.

So the fate of the Foster nomination now falls in 
the lap of Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kan.). the chair of 
the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee. 
On the one hand. Kassebaum is the chief supporter 
of Bob Dole. On the other hand, she's a senator with 
a carefully tended reputation as an independent, a 
moderate and an abortion rights supporter

But in some ways, these reports have been 
exaggerated. After all. she voted for Clarence 
Thomas as well as Robert Bork. She voted in favor 
of the Hyde Amendment which bans federal funds 
for abortion except in cases of rape or incest. In 
some years, she won a higher rating from pro-life 
groups than pro choice groups.

The C-word that has Kassebaum stammering is 
_____ _ ___ _______ ____ _____ Clinton. She is said to believe that the president 

just as outraged if a nominee had miscalculated how deliberately planned this nomination to split her 
many tonsillectomies he performed

When that didn't quite wash, the usual suspects
began floating reports of forced sterilizations, and
publicizing accusations roundly denied- that
Foster approved of the infamous Tuskegee
experiment which left black men untreated for
syphilis The issue wasn I abortion, it was
Character

Finally of course, in the way of Washington, all
these charges rolled up into the one killer charge
The people who created a controversy now insist
that Foster is disqualified because he is too
Controversial.

In fact. Foster's nomination has always been in
trouble because of the politics of abortion Emphasis
on politics. His views aren t too divisive for the
American public who largely join in his wish "that
it be safe, legal and rare " It's too divisive for the
Republican Party, which cobbles together a coalition
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Wash. Post; 5-1-95

Dole’s Sentencing Before Trial

s

■

"overstepped his bounds* in the Iran-contra affair;

pregnancy was honored as one of President George 
Bush's "thousand points of light."

„  Win or lose, Foster will not heal overnight from
Republican primaries. Dole's accusation that Foster charges by Dote and others that he says depict him 

as a “sleazy sort of person.”
“1 know what my credibility is,’ Foster said. 

"People can find reasons to justify what they want to 
do. If you really want to know about my credibility, 
why don’t you go to the Nashville Academy of 
Medicine? Ask them why 1 am now serving my 10th 
consecutive year as a member of the ethics board 
there."

Dote unwittingly made the case for Foster last 
September, when he was campaigning for North. 
Besieged with questions by reponers about North's 
rote in the Iran-contra affair. Dote retorted: "Well, 1 
know there are a lot of allegations. But there are 
probably no perfect senators." 

rote m the Iran-contra scandal. (The three There are probably no perfect surgeons general
convictions were later overturned on a technicality.) either.

and "is not a hero." But last year. Dole was almost 
apologizing for North.

“My view is, he made a mistake." Dole said in 
November. “He’s made mistakes. He said so. So, 
what do you do?"

By that same standard. Dole should be able to 
judge Foster on his entire 38-year medical career. 
While Foster is the physician of record on 39 

,  abortions since 1973, he has delivered more than
Dote appears less concerned about sinking Foster 10.000 babies. And his program to fight teen 

than shoring up his support with the far-nght wing
of the GOP. He's not so much battling Foster as he 
is bowing to the true believers who decide
1__. — “ 
has a “credibility problem" rings hollow in the
context of the Kansan's recent kowtowing on issues
ranging from taxes to affirmative action.

To be sure, the Clinton administration has
supplied enough ammunition to antiabortion
conservatives. Early on. officials kept revising the
number of abortions Foster performed, prompting
Dote to claim that Foster "didn't tell the truth ” But
since when was lying a disqualifying factor for
winning Dole's vote?

Just seven months ago. Dote was posing with a
perjurer named Obver L. North, endorsing North's
Serute candidacy and writing out a $5,000
campaign check. North was convicted of lying to
Congress and of two other criminal charges for his

urgeon General-designate Henry W. Foster 
wih Jr. charges it would be “un-American” for

Senate Majority Leader Robert J. Dole 
(R-Kan.) to prevent a vote on his nomination from 
reaching the Senate floor.

In the only interview he’s granted in the 10 days 
before this week’s confirmation hearings, Foster 
broke his silence on Dole’s threat to deny him the 
basic fairness of a straight up-or-down vote before . 
the full Senate.

“I don’t think Senator Dote would do that... 
because that would be so un-Amencan." Foster told 
our associate Ed Henry in an interview at the White 
House. “I just don't think the senator would do that. 
1 think he has too much integrity to do that."

Under Dole's Alice tn Wonderland-style justice. 
Foster is facing sentencing before a trial. Dote has 
threatened to keep the vote off the Senate's 
schedule—effectively killing it—even if the 
nomination is given a favorable recommendation by 
the Labor and Human Resources Committee.

Foster feels, however, that Dote will back down. 
"1 don’t think he’s going to go through with it. is 
what I’m telling you," said Foster. 1 think he's a 
man who bebeves in the American way. ... I'm not 
taking it Ughtly. but people say things in the heat of 
battle (like) ‘Read my bps!' "

I'm very proud of Oliver North and very proud to 
be here," Dote said at a campaign stop for North in 
Virginia. “1 don't make any bones about that." Dote 
not only rode to North's rescue from Democratic - 
broadsides, but proclaimed that wounded veterans 
like he and North “have to swaDow hard" to accepc_ 
President Clinton as their commander-in-chief. 

“It’s a wild stretch to suggest that support for the 
North Senate campaign requires support for the 
Foster nomination.’ Dote told us in a written 
statement. The bottom line is that Dr. Foster has a 
here-and-now credibility problem, and it has nothing 
to do with the Republican leader campaigning for a. 
Repubbcan nominee in a pobtical race."

Like Foster, Dole is guilty of flip-flopping. Back in - 
1988, Dole called North “a loose cannon" who
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Foster in the full Senate. Clearly, Foster
that work, he should be embraced by

Tennessee Sen. Bill Frist, the Senate’s

performed fewer than a dozen abortions, is in a unique position to help Foster His

nuiill. H V'I'I I’V HIV IKIIH'II - ----------

UnfortunalPiy. the Foster nomination nation best by paying much more atten-

Frist is in unique position 
to help Foster

when further
been responsible for 39.

To his credit. Foster acknowledged his

has become a political skirmish in the 
larger war for the presidencv. Already.

(ion to Foster himself tomorrow than to 
the political winds around him. ■

Foster exactly right 
for surgeon general

HERE’S only one thing standing be-
1 tween Dr. Henry Foster and the posi-

detractors. They had something to seize 
upon, and they ran with it

If Foster is not confirmed as surgeon 
general, it will be the nation's loss.

i ennessean

tion of United States Surgeon General.
Politics.
If Foster's appointment hinged solely 

on his years of dedicated service and his
devotion to the future of health in
nation, his nomination, due for review by
a Senate committee beginning Tuesday,

a IuI !33

issues in this nation. There’s no more 
pressing issue than troubled teens. And 
there’s no better voice on that issue than 
Henry Foster. The Senate will serve the

this Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole, R-
Kansas, and Sen. Phil Gramm, R-Texas, 
 both of whom now seek the GOP nomina- 

wouldbe a breeze.As it'is,' however.'the tion, have threatened to block a vote on 
debate over Foster threatens to center Foster in the full Senate. Clearly, Foster 
less on his commitment and more on the gives them fodder to
politics of abortion. And it will include a 
power play of a few key figures, includ-

forces that could boost their campaigns, 
puwc, p.0, u. a .... ...  The most maddening aspect of the Pos­
ing Republican candidates for president, ter fight is the characterization that he is 

Foster's career is impeccable. And it an "abortionist." The truth is that Foster, 
would have been hard for anyone to an obsteyician/gynecologist, has^ devoted

nomination. The pregnancies and giving young people a

■ ■ 'to an obstetrician/gynecologist, has devoted
challenge ’him"had" d'not'' been~for a his professional life to reducing teen 
bungled start to his nomination. The pregnancies and giving young people a 
White House goofed by not addressing future. He works to prevent abortion For 
Foster s history on abortion when it re- that work, he should be embraced by 
searched his record. And. it should be anti-abortion activists. .
noted. Foster himself goofed when he Tennessee Sen. Bill Frist, the Senates 
first attempted to answer questions about lone physician and a member of the 
his background. He at first said he had Labor and Human Resources Committee,

review showed he had unequivocal support for Foster would say 
a lot to fellow senators.

i« i.i-. ...... . —p-  The surgeon general's job is essentially
misrtep' But'it' was tm late to" stop his a bully pulpit for leadership about health



What the

Fight Over

Dr. Foster

Is About

Republican leaders have been left 
stammering by the prospect that 
Tuesday’s confirmation hearings 
will turn into another party-sphn- 
tenng debacle. Even ardent 
anti-abortion advocates have cho­
sen to stutter over the three C’s 
rather than stick to the one A.

The fight over Foster’s nomina­
tion to the surgeon general's post 
isn’t really about abortion, they all 
insist. It's about Credibility. It's 
about Character. It's about Contro­
versy. As Ann Lewis of Planned 
Parenthood puts it. “I haven’t heard 

so many transparent excuses since 
the dog ate the homework.”

Last December Joycelyn Elders 
had to turn tn her surgeon general’s 
uniform after she gave the unpres- 
sion of appearing to be seeming to 
be saying that it wasn’t a bad idea 
to teach masturbation in school.

Henry Foster was her conserva­
tive replacement. He was the safe, 
consensus candidate for the job, the 
picture-perfect profile of a gray- 
haired doc who once delivered babies 
of poor black women barred from 
white hospitals and ran programs to 

prevent teen pregnancy.
The 61-year-old ob-gyn had also— 

shock and amazement—performed 
abortions. That outraged the hard­
core troops who want to make doc­
tors pariahs, and made some politi­
cians nervous. But when the number 
of abortions was called into ques­
tion—how many did he do? how 
many did he say he did?—many tn 
Congress latched on to the numbers 
game as if it were a political life raft.

The issue wasn't really abortion, 
they swore, paddling as fast as they 
could away from this hot issue, it 
was Credibility. Why. they would 
have been just as outraged if a 
nominee had miscalculated how 
many tonsillectomies he performed.

When that didn't quite wash, the 
usual suspects began floating re­
ports of forced sterilizations, and 
publicizing accusations—roundly

Ellen Goodman 
Wash. Post; 4-29-95

dewed—that Dr. Foster approved 
of the infamous Tuskegee experi­
ment. which left black men untreat­
ed for syphilis. The issue wasn’t 
abortion, it was Character.

Finally, of course, in the way of 
Washington, all these charges 
rolled up into the one killer charge. 
The people who created a contro­
versy now insist that Dr. Foster is 
disqualified because he is too Con­
troversial.

In fact. Dr. Foster's nomination 
has always been in trouble because 
of the politics of abortion. Emphasis 
on politics. His views aren’t too 
divisive for the American public, 
who largely join in his wish “that it 
be safe, legal and rare.” It’s too 
divisive for the Republican Party, 
which cobbles together a coalition 
of people who call doctors “abor­
tionists" and people who believe in 
keeping the government out of pri­
vate decisions.

Robert Dole, for one, has been 
forthright about his deep desire to 
get Dr. Foster on the next available 
plane back to Tennessee. The last 

' thing the candidate for president 

wants is a full debate and vote on 
the Senate floor. The first thing he 
wants is for this nomination to die 
in committee.

So the fate of the Foster nomina­
tion now falls in the lap of Nancy 
Kassebaum, the chairman of the 
Senate Labor and Human Resourc­
es Committee. On the one hand, 
Kassebaum is the chief supporter of 
fellow Kansan Bob Dole. On the 
other hand, she’s a senator with a 

: carefully tended reputation as an 
independent, a moderate and an 
abortion rights supporter.

But in some ways, these reports 
have been exaggerated. After all, 
she voted for Clarence Thomas as 
well as Robert Bork. She voted in 
favor of the Hyde Amendment ban­
ning federal funds for abortion ex­
cept in cases of rape or incest. In 
some years, she won a higher rat­
ing from pro-life groups than from 
pro-choice groups.

The C-word that has Kassebaum 
stammering is Clinton. She is said 
to believe that the president delib­
erately planned this nomination to 
split her party. (If only the White 
House were that organized.) But in 
an expected close committee vote, 
the power to get the Foster nomi­
nation onto the Senate floor rests 
on her actions. So does her own 
reputation for fairness.

When all is said and done. Dr. 
Foster is another in a line of private 
citizens who have been escorted 
onto the public stage and walked 
right into a political propeller. As 
surgeon general, he wants to lead a 
national campaign against teenage 
pregnancy—a campaign that would 
make abortion less necessary. He’s 
targeted by people who would rath-

BOSTON—There is some solace 
in hearing Henry Foster’s oppo­
nents tnp over their tongues as 

• they try to explain their hostility to 
the doctor without using the A- 
word.

er make abortion impossible. 
• For months, he's watched his 

life’s work twisted into some unre­
cognizable shape. At the verv least 
he deserves a trip to the Senate 
floor and a full vote. Come to think • 
of it, maybe this isn’t about abor- 
tion. Maybe it’s about another 
word: Fairness.

©1995. The boston Globe Newspaper Co
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A fight worth fighting

T
He is no abortionist. In his 30 years of medi­

cal practice, he did perform some abortions — 
39, a review of medical records show, and he 
oversaw 55 more. But he dedicated his life to 
something else: to stressing sexual abstinence 
to teen-agers in a program he created in Nash­

ville for the poor.
“My life’s work has been dedicated to making 

sure young people don’t have to face the choice 
of abortion,” he says. George Bush thought so 
highly of that work that he made Dr. Foster one 
of his "Thousand Points of Light.”

Yet the Republicans are dedicating their lives 
right now to making him look like an abortion­
ist. They are threatening to turn Dr. Foster's 
confirmation hearings into a referendum on 

abortion.
Let them.
Let Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole — once 

a moderate Republican but now hellbent on 
satisfying the far right — lead filibusters and 
refuse to call Dr. Foster’s nomination for a 
vote. Let Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, a Republican 

nr*! HERE are so many fights going on in
I Washington right now — big fights 

over big issues like welfare reform, 
-JL crime and the budget — that the ar­

guing over Dr. Henry Foster’s nomination to be 
surgeon general seems in some ways silly.

Should the President really distract himself 
from the big issues to fight about a position 
that is mostly ceremonial? Wouldn’t it make 
more sense for him to save his energy for other 
battles and give in to the Republicans who 
want him to give up on his nominee?

For two reasons, President Clinton should 
stand by Dr. Foster. First, the obstetrician-gy­
necologist is the right person for the job, and, 
second, this is a good chance for Mr. Clinton to 
demonstrate how trapped the Republicans are 
by their right-wing minority.

By any logic, Dr. Foster is the type of physi­
cian who ought to be embraced for the job of 
surgeon general. Yet he’s being touted as an 
“abortionist” by Republicans who want his 
name withdrawn.

who has always supported abortion rights, 
chide the President for his nominee. Let Lamar 
Alexander, who like Dr. Foster is a Tennesse­
an, explain such double-talk as, “1 know Dr. 
Foster well. He is a good man. But he is the 
wrong man for that position.”

Let the Republican presidential contenders 
be so threatened by the religious right that 
they forget that they ought to be more threat­
ened by the polls that show Americans over­
whelmingly favor abortion rights.

The issue of abortion has no place in the 
question of Dr. Foster’s qualifications, since he 
has spent 30 years preaching what the most 
conservative of Republicans say they favor: ab­
stinence. Unfortunately, those very Republi­
cans arc missing that point.

And they seem to be missing some other 
points as well: that the Republicans’ success in 
the last election was largely due to Democrats 
looking like hostages of special interests, and 
to voters agreeing that government should play 
a smaller role in their lives.
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many black Americans as resisting a

All the smart money says Clinton 

conservatives. Lamar Alexander, the lion next year. But there are issues 

has gone on record against Foster, themselves vulnerable. The Foster
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GOP opposition to Foster 
comes with political risks

JACK  JULES
DND & WIT

WASHINGTON — The Republi­
cans are playing a risky political 
game in coalescing against the nomi­
nation of Dr. Henry Foster of Nash­
ville to be surgeon general.

No one would question the propo­
sition that Senate Majority Leader
Bob Dole has the clout to block the 
confirmation of Foster if he delivers 
on the threat he made the other day.
He may even be able to stifle the
nomination in committee, which is 
chaired by his colleague from Kan- Ql
sas. Sen. Nancy Kassebaum. u

But the operative question is what
price Dole might pay in terms of he has known in the past but not the 
damage to both his presidential can- right man for this job. That is a par- 
didacy and the image of his party. tlcular stretch since the Job of sur-

On the surface, the political equa- geon general is largely ceremonial 
Uon in the Foster controversy seems and has no significant duties. The 
simple enough. The Republicans only inference any reasonable per- 
never get much support from black son can draw is that Alexander, too. 
voters anyway, so it may be argued is trying to keep pace with Gramm, 
that there is no potential loss there All of these Republicans have a 
for either Dole or the party if the cover story, of course. That is the 
rejection of Foster were seen, as it complaint that Foster misled Kasse- 
surely would be in some quarters, as baum at the outset on the issue of 
racially motivated. how many abortions he had per-

And it is also true that there are formed and under what clrcum- 
currents of racism — or at least ra- stances. And it is true that the White 
cial resentment — running through House handled the nomination with 
the electorate these days. That is ob- its usual clumsiness in failing to rec- 
vlous in the hostility toward affirma- ognlze the hazards of choosing an 
live action among whites. obstetrician and in failing to prepare

But this is too narrow a view of him properly for the vetting process, 
the way politics operates. The notion But Foster has offered reasonable 
that Foster might be rejected unfair- explanations of the original bum- 
ly. whether or not on racial grounds, bling, and there is no evidence of any 
would be offensive to many white smoking gun in his background that 
voters as well as to blacks and to would prevent his confirmation. If 
many Republicans. the opponents of abortion rights

No one who knows Bob Dole were not In full cry, the nomination 
imagines that he is operating out of is one that would be approved in rou- 
raclsm. That never has been part of tine fashion and short order.
his makeup. Political reporters recall Instead, the prospect is for a full- 
hlm making a strong case after the scale brouhaha next month. Presi­
defeat of the ticket on which he ran dent Clinton has said repeatedly that 
with Gerald Ford in 1976 that the he is standing by the nomination of 
central failure of Republicans that Foster. He could hardly do otherwise 
year was the failure to reach out to given his history of throwing another 
more black voters. prominent black nominee. Lanl Gui-

But Dole's political motive in re- nler. over the side two years ago.
Jectlng Foster doesn't seem much What this means is that Henry 
more elevated. He is obviously re- Foster is going to be given his chance 
spending to the pressure put on him to tell his story In public hearings 
by the man he sees as his prime rival before the Kassebaum committee, 
for the 1996 nomination. Sen. Phil And if he is a convincing witness. 
Gramm of Texas. the Republicans and Bob Dole In

Gramm has been out front particular are going to be in an awk- 
agalnst the Foster nomination from ward position. They are going to 
the outset simply because the Ten- have to let the nomination go 
nessee physician has performed through or be accused of applying an 
abortions in the past — a piece of abortion rights litmus-test dictated 
personal history that puts him be- by the Christian Coalition. And. de- 
yond the pale for the religious right servedly or not they will be seen by 
of the Republican Party. many black Americans as resisting a

Indeed, the senator from Texas black nominee for racial reasons, 
seems to be the one calling the tune All the smart money says Clinton 
here in competing for those cultural is facing an uphill fight for re-elec­

former governor of Tennessee, also on which the Republicans can make 
has gone on record against Foster, themselves vulnerable. The Foster 
praising him as a good man whom nomination is one of them.
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Is This Dole’s Idea of Leadership?

be surgeon general —

ence Thomas to the supreme court, inanuuiu iaicu <.v
have killed It. but the Senate Democratic leader- stamps the House s agenda item by Item, ancl“

Senate. In 1987

up Sen. Bob Dole and vice versa. Its inevitable Foster deserves a full Senate debate and vote on 
* _ • . ■ « i A«_>_ J- f-1— if rnnACPC rn makf* Inf* IlPriL.

Sen. Phil Gramm can't resist the opportunity to 

one-c,._________
with both of them running for president but this Is

That’s the way the Senate ought to operate. Dr. 
____________________ __________________1 

his nomination, if he chooses to make the fight.

comes to the floor. To which Senator Dole, the political thing for him to do. given that his pro­
majority leader, says he might not let it come to the choice, pro-affirmative acUon base wants Dr. Fos- 
floor. even if approved in committee. ter confirmed, but more to the point it s the presi-

We can't think of a presidential nominee, once dential thing to do. 
approved by a committee, being denied a full Sen- Senator Dole is trying to out-bld Senator Gramm
ate vote (except in end-of-sesston traffic Jams). Sen- for the pro-life vote, which is legitimate politicking, 
ate leaders often bring controversial nominations but he is mistaken if he beUeves pulling a parlla- 
to a floor vote even when they have not won com- mentary trick on the Foster nomination would 
mlttee approval, especially when one party controls demonstrate leadership. He would look more like a 
the Senate and another the White House. follower, afraid of Phil Gramm s shadow. A real

In 1991. the Democratic-controlled Judiciary leader opposed to such a nominee would round up 

Cnmmittre declined to report favorably on Republl- the votes to defeat him. 
can President George Bush's nomination of Clar- The majority leader has a political problem unre-
ence Thomas to the Supreme Court. That could lated to Dr. Foster. The Senate never rubber 
have killed it. but the Senate Democratic leader- stamps the House s agenda item by item, and it is 
ship allowed a full Senate vote. In 1989, the Demo- not going to on the Contract with America. That 
cratic Armed Services Committee did not approve will no doubt prompt sniping at Mr. Do!e by Mr. 
the nomination of Sen. John Tower to be secretary Gramm. But what Senator Dole must do Is get as 
of defense, but Democrats allowed a vote by the full much of the contract enacted as he wants and can 

the Democratic Judiciary Com- get passed, then explain to the American public

Robert Bork tothe butthe"Senate That's leadership. He should be positive, not nega-

was allowed to vote on his nomination anyway. tive — and definitely not petty and silly.

Senator Dole is trying to out-bld Senator Gramm

ate reauera u.tcu - ------------------—----------------------- but he to mistaken if he believes pulling a parlla-
to a floor vote even when they have not won com- mentary trick on the Foster nomination would

mlttee rebuffed Ronald Reagan's nomination of why the Senate wouldn't eat the whole thing.

tive — and definitely not petty and silly.
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To find Dole, take a right

AP

The fight over abortion, Foster 
nomination shows candidate is 
pandering to extremists.

7

COUNTaPOWTS

By Susan Estrich

choose.
That may change when Americans see 

what happens to a distinguished gynecologist

cal Christians.
Both Iowa and 

New Hampshire, 
the states hosting 
the first presiden­
tial contests, have 
large and aggres­
sive religious right 
groups that have 
vowed to oppose 
any Republican 
who compromises 
on abortion.

When the Chris­
tian Coalition says
jump. Dole isn’t the DOLE 
only one asking 
“how high?”

Henry Foster's nomination as surgeon gener­
al “not very viable." “In fact, he didn’t tell the 
truth.”

Who does he think he’s kidding? 
How dumb does he think we are?
Foster's patients and colleagues are unani- 

mous in their praise of him.
► He founded a program in Nashville 

called “I Have a Future” to help teen-agers 
find a path other 
than pregnancy.
► He was one 

of George Bush’s 
points of light
► His ability to 

defuse racial ten­
sions helped 
forge a major 
hospital and med­
ical school merg­
er in Tennessee.
► As a doctor 

at Tuskegee pro­
viding medical 
care to the rural 
poor, he some­
times delivered 
three babies a 
day and took care

of hundreds of poor women who couldn’t af­
ford to pay.

Treat every patient, no matter how poor, 
“like your wife or your mother or your grand­
mother," Foster taught his students.

If the issue isn’t abortion, what is it? 
Will Jesse Helms challenge Foster’s com­

mitment to serving the needy?
Will Strom Thurmond take him on for be­

ing insensitive to the needs of poor blacks in 
Tuskegee?

Will the Republicans turn him into Anita 
Hill?

If Henry Foster is half as good in person as 
he is on paper, if his colleagues are half as 
positive as witnesses as they have been in 
newspaper reports, if the teen-agers whose

seeking to serve his country.

COUNTERPOINTS’ four columnists provide views 
from diverse perspectives on today s issues. Mon­
deyr Tony Snow; Tuesdays: Michael Gartner; 
Wednesdays: Linda Chavez; Thursdays: Susan Es- 
trich.

ri

lives he changed and the women whose ba­
bies he delivered have half the impact in Sen­
ate hearings that they do in print, then Fos­
ter’s fight may be what it takes to wake up the 
country to what is happening to the Republi­
can Party.

The Christian Coalition, the political arm 
of the religious right, has announced that 
abortion will be a litmus test for the Republi­
can ticket

Accordmg to a survey it commissioned, 
42% of likely Republican primary voters 
identify themselves as born-again evangeli-

Moderates may decide general elections, 
but ideologues generally get to pick the candi­
dates.

So Dole is appealing to the ideologues now, 
embracing the religious right’s position on 
abortion and the National Rifle Association’s 
position on assault weapons, and figuring that 
the more moderate majority isn’t paying at­
tention or doesn’t care or won’t remember.

There’s nothing Americans are more con­
temptuous of these days than a hypocrite 
playing politics.

The perception that the president doesn’t 
stand up for his beliefs has hurt him almost as 
much as the tough stands he has taken.

The idea of Dole as a mature man, sea­
soned and experienced, a man of judgment, 
is what wins him points in the polls and what 
he is risking in his cynical rush to the right

And it isn’t the only risk.
Most Republicans don’t in fact agree with 

the religious right’s hard stand against all 
abortions. Most Republicans would probably 
find more common ground with Foster, who 
believes abortion should be legal but rare.

A recent survey of New Hampshire Repub­
licans and independents found that 53% of 
them said they would be more likely to sup­
port a candidate who favors abortion rights, 
while only 26% would be more inclined to 
support a candidate who opposes a woman's 
right to choose.

But unlike the activist religious right, abor­
tion does not rank among the issues of great­
est concern in this larger universe of poten­
tial primary voters.

At least not yet
Abortion doesn’t become a voting issue for 

most people until they see abortion rights in 
jeopardy. Right now, there’s widespread 
complacency about a woman’s right to 

LOS ANGELES — It “has nothing to do 
with abortion," said Senate Majority Leader 
Robert Dole last weekend in pronouncing Dr.
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career , including his innova- capacity’ of surgeon general Dr. Paste  

measure up to that high standard with ease.

values, personal responsibility 
and wise choices lies at the 
heart of his work.

Unfortunately, both Sens. 
Bob Dole of Kansas and Phil 
Gramm of Texas, the two

Dr. Foster's <
nve programs to deter teen pregnancy,

Bob Dole of _Kansas and Phil 
w* A, Am, Lilt LWU 

leading candidates for the Re­
publican presidential nomina­
tion, are making noises about 
the dim prospects Dr. Foster
tian, are making noises about 
rhe dim prospects Dr. Foster 
has for nomination. They indi­
cate they wifl do whatever 
they can to derail it, and are 
obvkiusiy planning to rapi-aHro 
on the matter to endear them­
selves to the far Right 

But this nomination 
shouldn’t be about setting a standard to 
help define which Republican candidate is 
the tartbest to the right This nomination

His record is plainly that of
a man who has committed the
bulk of his professional life 
" '_________ ______

or die considerable amount F««en High standards

—--------- ---- .M!., ua

■ ^r‘ a^so he performed

mdamenuhsts, who have been woridng demonstrates  overall, not in part™ ±e 
tOr^° ^Dommauon, is not kind of values, compassion and knowledge

Henry foster
His life s work qualifies him well for surgeon general

1 "Showsthatbehtfintniefamily

geon general of the
Unimd States. It

really is that simple.
Dunr.g his medical career

of more than 37 years, Dr.
Foster has delivered thou­
sands of babies into the world.
He has worked to educate and 
expand health services for
poor young people most at 
nak from violence and disease.
His record is plainly that of
a man who has committed the 
bulk of his professional life 
to helping those most in need
< ’ _  
“ knowledge he’has to offer.

close to 40 abortions. But abortion is not a 
crime, i ,t’

.. 71
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to vote on Foster2L
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Dole threat caters to 
extreme right wing

 

his work with young people in the '! 
Have a Future" program, aimed at tum-

his side of the storv. l—— — ---------
More important. Foster will soon have fort to see the nomination goes the dis-

for a vote.
The act that Dole suggests

y^z_

He will also be single-handedly deny- 
auu ’L.Jv— st Mehar- ing this country a really outstanding sur-
ryTHubbard Hospital. They’ll hear about geon general. ■

and other health professionals.
This is a Senate that has said it wants 

if Foster morally upright young people and an end

tance.
Dole has the authority to stop Foster’s 

 nomination from coming to a vote. That 
J—o-J aimed "at him from would appease some of his new right- 

anti-abortion extremists. He deserves the wing friends. 
chance to respond fully and publicly to
the charges.

Nashville residents know Foster has an
impressive list of credentials to reveal to

I)
I'

wins in the upcoming committee vote in to dependency on government Foster is 
May. he may hoc call the hommatm up a doctor ■»h» s ensured mat Jousands

the opportunity to appear before the Sen­
ate Labor and Human Resources Com­
mittee. Foster is the only one who can 
answer the charges t---------- -------

o

ENATE Majority Leader Bob Dole 
can either play politics with Dr. Hen­

ry Foster’s nomination as surgeon gener­
al or he can show that he has leadership 
of presidential caliber.

Tennessee’s two Republican senators 
— Fred Thompson and Bill Frist — 
should direct him toward the latter.

1
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in h" to become the'pa'Ay s pres.den- an administrator at a hospital dedicated 
tial nominee, added his "Dr. No" to Fos- to turning out, ,lentlsI5
ter’s nomination in a televised appear- J l-—1,u c
ance over the weekend. The Kansas
Republican suggested that even i

in his bid to become the party’s presiden-

young people are headed in the right 
would be direction, many of them on into the 

unco^ionable. A^”the“ Senate’s leader, health professions where they serve 

alStdm would^Tshirkinr^ And. certainly, if Foster passes in the

ago. Since then. Foster has spent consid- comes. Foster has done too^muchjor this

senators to offer less than their best ef-

■ 'i

But in a democracy, leadership is not 
measured by one’s exercise of raw pow­
er. If Dole uses the Foster confirmation 
to cater to a slim minority at the expense 

Ih^c—:;. Comm^membe^wil'l of the full Senate, he will be insulting the 
have a chance to hear about his work as colleagues with “^e^nowjerves. 
an obstetrician/gynecologist serving poor I— --------- ..
and underserved women at f" ’



66 THE GREEN SHEET

GA 4/18/95The Atlanta Journal - Constitution

Playing with political fire
How convenient for Republicans if they said it had “nothing to do with abortion." Rath- 

could make the Henry Foster nomination just er, he said, Foster lied about how many abor- 
disappear No bitter fight, no fractious wran- lions he had performed.
gling over abortion Poof! He’s quietly flushed First, let s get one thing clear. This has noth- 
down the procedural drain of filibusters. ing to do with Foster’s “lying" and everything

But how foolish if the White House and to do with abortion. It wouldn’t have mattered 
Democrats let that happen if Foster had performed one abortion or 1,000

The fate of Foster's nomination as surgeon — those who wish to derail his nomination 
general has greater consequence than the job oppose the fact that he did any at all.
title suggests. This is about presidential poli- Yet Dole, in another news show in February, 
tics and how far to the right Republican candi- absurdly blamed the president for using the 
dates must move in order to win their party's Foster nomination "to make abortion an issue 
nomination to divide Republicans.” It's not the president

Sen Bob Dole’s announcement Sunday that who’s trying to transform Foster into a demon 
he would oppose the nomination of Foster — for doing his job.
an eminently qualified obstetrician- In 39 years, Foster delivered more than 
gynecologist from Tennessee — is the Senate 10,000 babies. He also performed 38 abortions, 
majority leader's latest sign that he intends to Yes, that's more than he initially stated when 
lay claim to the party's most conservative asked for an off-the-cuff number. But expect- 
wing Dole said on NBC’s "Meet the Press" that ing him to remember the precise number of 
even if the nomination gets out of committee, abortions is like asking an internist to remem- 
he may refuse to bring it up for a vote. Sen. ber how many heart attack victims he has 
Phil Gramm of Texas, another Republican attended
presidential hopeful, threatened last month to President Clinton has said he believes abor- 
filibuster the nomination in the Senate tion should be "safe, legal and rare." Foster has

But as each man tries to prove he is further practiced what the president preaches. In fact, 
tight than the other, focusing on abortion is a few have done more to prevent abortions than 
bit like playing with fire. The most recent Gal- he has Foster is a national leader in the fight 
hip poll shows that only 15 percent of Ameri- against teen pregnancy. His "I Have a Future" 
cans believe abortion should be illegal; 44 per- Program, which teaches abstinence, was 
cent of the nation's women think it should be praised by President Bush.
legal under "any" or "most" circumstances Clinton needs to go to the mat on this one. 
And when asked whether performing abortions And if Republicans block votes. Democrats 
should disqualify a physician from becoming should respond in kind. The good name of Fos- 
surgeon general, 80 percent of the American ter should not be sullied by anti-abortion 
public said no extremists

That’s why Dole, in announcing that Foster s This nomination isn't dead until Clinton 
nomination is "in extremis" or all but dead, pulls the plug



B Henry Foster's right—and 
beyond that the right of the

general, assuming the ques­
tion ever comes to a floor

preparation or presentation. 
The Administration failed to

about his background and

tics, but it s important that right, and the full Senate
0? should ^ve the chance to

J1

the central issue. The central 
issue is not the nomination

vote. That's suddenly a big 
assumption,
because Dole is also 
hinting that if the
Foster nomination
clears committee he 
might refuse to let
the full Senate
decide on the con­
troversial phy­
sician's fate. _

Dole has the Dole has Foster 
power under Senate In cross-fire, 
rules not to sched­
ule a floor vote.
Such a move would 
block the nomina­
tion and force Pres­
ident Clinton to
begin searching for
a new candidate for
the nation's top 
public health post, 
presumably one whose pro-

is an obstetrician and a

ob Dole, the Senate 
majority leader and can­
didate for the Republi­

can presidential nomination, 
has announced that he will 
not vote to confirm Dr. Henry 
W. Foster Jr. as U.S. surgeon

abortmn^ons^rS

quickly was damaged, even 
though he is yet to testify

pass on his fitness, whatever 
--------------- the presidential ambitions of 

prospects of the hopefuls from Dole and Gramm.

L.A. Times; 4-18-95

Dr. Foster Deserves
His Day in ‘Court’

Dole may block surgeon general vote by Senate

Kansas and Texas but rather

President and of the Ameri­
can people—to have his fit­
ness judged by all 100 mem­
bers of the Senate, on a 
recorded vote, as the Consti­
tution intends. To sacrifice 
that right on the altar of pres­

idential politics may, 
under Senate rules, 
be permissible, but it 
would be neither fair 
nor responsible. 

The Senate Labor 
and Human 
Resources Commit­
tee has scheduled 
hearings on Foster 
in two weeks' time. 
Dole suggests the 
nomination may 
never make it out of 
the Republican- 
dominated commit­
tee. Whether that 
view reflects his 
own vote counting 
or is aimed at pres- 

uv "r suring uncommitted
public health post, committee Republi-
presumably one whose pro- cans to bury the nomination 
fessional background—Foster isn't clear
‘JLan ,obsletrici®n and a The White House's han- 
& °=ld Pbresent "‘ng of the Foster nomma-
fewer problems. Smothering tion, as we have remarked 
Lh„niJ0?Inatl0nu lhis way before, will never be taught in 

course boost Dole s schools of government as a 
standing among those who are model of skillful political 
unforgiving toward any doc- ------------ K
tor who has ever performed
ST as Fo®ter,has. It do its homework and failed to 
n u>a S° mooJ.the threat by brief Foster adequately on 
nvil Mr thp rnp slrongesl how w handle the inevitable 
rn al for the GOP nomination, abortion quesUons. The result 

rf u 1 Gramm'10 organize was that his credibility 
a filibuster to prevent a floor quickly was damaged even 
vo}e on the nominaU°n. though he is yet to testify

All this may be not- about his background and 
unexpected presidential poli- beliefs. He deserves that
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Judging Henry Foster
Sen. Phil Gramm has said he will filibuster if 

need be to defeat the nominauon of Dr Henn 
Foster Jr. to be surgeon general of the United 
Slates. That show* juat how distorted judgment 
can become when prrsidentlaJ fever heats up a 
candidate s brain The Republican senator from 
Texas Is saying that If a majonn of a kepubbcan 
controlled Senate favors a Democranr president s 
nominee, he mil tn to prevent the nomination 
from coming to a vote

Such a tactic would be purr ®andwtanding It 
will help Senator Gramm with the nxat far out of 
the an U-abortion crcwd But a lot of other Repubb 
can voters must wonder about his sense of proper 
bon and propnrrr

A thoughtful presidential-wannabe should say 
that his decision on the Foster nomination will 
await the Senate Labor and Human Resources 
Committee s hearings vote and report That com­
mittee is chaired bv the moderate, pno-chotce Sen 
Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas, but it has several 
very conservative Republican members including 
freshman Sen BUI Frtat. a Tennewarr surgeon who 
has known Dr Foster profession ally far many 
years. Its hearings begin May 2.

Our own view as of now is that Dr. Foster s most 
talked-about liability is a non-issue. He performed 
a number of abortions in a long career as an 
OBXjYN physician. If. as seems the case, all were 
legal and safe, it would be unfair of a senator to 
deny, for that reason alone, a president the nomi­
nee of his choice. Dr. Foster would have, in fact, 
been untrue to his profession if he had refused to 
perform abortions for patients tn need of them

Two other charges have been leveled at Dr. Fos­
ter One is that he gave silent approval to an exper­
iment tn which black men were denied treatment 
for syphilis while being led to believe they were 
being treated. A second is that he performed sterlll- 
zauons on mentally retarded women.

The committee needs to Investigate these 
charges fully and fairly, since they go to the ques­
tion of Dr. Foster s staying within the legal and 
ethical bounds expected of a member of his profes­
sion. If he did stay within those bounds, then even 
those who find the practices objectionable have no 
legitimate grounds for voting against the nomina­
tion — and certainly none for trying to prevent the 
full Senate from exercising its responsibility to vote 
for or against eunfli madon.



Wash

a mistake

ncrai ui me uunvu . ,
I would speak against the three most parameters set forth by law

I wholeheartedly support Dr. Foster s
Dr. Foster should not be raked

over the last 30 years; (2) Dr. Foster s
i s excellent choice. He

While House bungled this nomination.
mistaken, to correct himself. Dr. F°s>ef-

reflection and in could have been handled n^e'ar'e rational people on both sides of

have consulted his straight and clearer mam y P ' . ( b„ Bcl|er yel, there arc some who
,hly about how many Dr Foster as a nationally c own d he balUu (hc

oerformed before medical practitioner w o. over y ■ , ,h;.i l.-ad to tcenaee pregnancy.
instances that lead to teenage pregnancy.
Dr Foxier is a general in lliis army and hewrong, mega, or --e nothing wrong, illegal or sPeal‘ln8 ( ";han„ lhe life of the mother or due to rape or Dr Post

utional He has stayed within the about it When Drr hos‘" “' ' inces| ,t cou|d also have been deserve
of his professional ethical code Io re-exam,“ h'S n^',cd hjmse|f anll communicated that he. Dr Foster, abhors General

peters and societal jurisprudence, integrity wi , abortions and only performed them under
aid be commended and not apologize: for the error ,hc rarest of such cases. '>r

deserves io he confirmed as Surgeon

He should be ™s should not taint one’s character h the rarest of such eases
lhe statements by theI acceptBut.should rather brighten it.

The second issue being used to stop Dr

records more thoroughly about how many 
abortions he has performed before

Dr Ponder is Presidenl of FisA 

Ihuveriily. Nu\hviHe. Tenn

HENRY PONDER

SAYS

I tic Jliuutw VW .. .................................

constitutionally acceptable. Until that assailed

and the tensions that 
I arena forbefore the nation and on “Nightline.' 

stated that upon t

It can be clearly shown that Dr. Foster 

has i------  „
unconstitutional. He has stayed within the

confines <

I support Dr. Henry Foster's 

nomination to become lhe next Surgeon 

General of the United States.

,,.ed for something his one. who refuses upon learning he >s Th d y h sh()uld punlshed or scapegoated for

irdmg me tirst pom  y« - - -- --- mistaken, to correct himself. Dr Foster. While House o g . the controversy and the tens

o. h.p.,xh-"- . ......... . . .rtrsLS................................... ... ..... «.r.. .
a’s one of upon him for being law-abiding? I think t...

rational men and women would agree w.th hindsight he sho d

Hash. Afro-American; 3-1B-95

Dr. Foster should be confirmed

slB sW
UX’.. pointed... ........

has performed abortion procedures to save

nomination and I ask the Senate to 
confirm him and for (he country to stand

mentioned reasons why he should not be

c.:s:dpS.“; x- 

over the last 30 years; (2) Dr. Foster s he had to perform abortion procedures, he 

integrity; and (3) the bungling of his said they were < 

M™i...i.. P, ». «.to. WhX H»». hi.

' * r
should7 his society confer good behavior

nomination by lhe Clinton White House
Regarding the First pojnt. it is yet to be

proven t.—----------- ,
any crime or illegalities in the years that

he has practiced medicine c.
America's premier Board Certified r™pr
Obstetrician/Gynecologisl. Il must be lhe latter rather than the former 

reiterated that abortion is not considered

illegal ih America for. under Roe vs.
Wade, the Supreme Court has ruled that 
abortion procedures performed by a

doctor, I...- - ----------
is to a sizable portion of Americans, is still

ruling is reversed, Dr. Foster, and any
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By KAREN H. ROTHENBERG

presstng pubbc health prob- Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. speaks about his nomination difflculties 
faring our nation. Prevention last Sunday at the First Baptist Church in Kashville, Tann

dressed byji physician committed Yet with increasing frequency. Actually, the most damaging 
to care tn obstetrics and gynecoio- abortion . services have become crtbctsni erf Dr. Foster may hinge on 
(TV th* rsnmmt*.  a- -u j ■_ r —- - j. - .    .______„  J . X . .

of medical procedures they learned the majority of OB/GYNs do not per- maintains, he immediate^ oiled 
and were prepared to perform, form abortions. In some states, not for a halt to the study when he 
Otrlt* sfmnlv nftthn.* e.n ■__ as_______ •_______ a r .. .. *'

more of us might have wondered evaluating an Individual s deeds or the Tuskegee expertmaite would 
whether he was in fact qualified to over a professional Ufethne. Consld- ever have been raised had the abor-

obsletrklan/gyn
of patients would have raised real

r5|

HlrdV

i
L

I

w __
or not he Is, the controversy sur­
rounding his performance of abor-

YES: Core
For All Citizens
Is at Stake

 

- Balt. Sun; 3-5-95  -----------------------------------------------—-  ______________________________________________

• SHOULD DR. FOSTER BE CONFIRMED?

Quite simply, without abortion a single physician provides these learned of It through news reports 
services, physicians would not be services. t. 2.„.

Whether or not surgeon general should go forward, 
to women tn need of OB/JYN serv- nominees should have to pass the L - 

____ ^tfpoUticsandpub^haMi.

er performed an abortion, many dal context also is critical when of sterilizing the mentally retarded

tn Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. 
be confirmed as our next 
surgeon general? Whether

gy. Yet the professional commit- marginalized In free-standing abor- recent w-nwaHon. concerning his 
ment that brought Dr. Foster to Uon dlnlcs. away from the base of role In the Tuskegee experiment tn 
President Olnton s attention now care and practice of many which blade men with syphilis 
threatens to permanently exdude OBAJYNs. More and more residen- were used as -guinea pigs' tn a US. 
him or any other OBATYN from cy programs (not only the Catholic- PubUc Health Service research prof- 
serytag as surgeon general. baaed hospitals] stopped requiring ect At Issue is whether Dr. Foster

Until a few years ago — before or even offering training tn abor- knew that these men were deUber- 
doctors who performed abortions Uon. even though the American ately denied treatment when he 
were shot at or threatened— most College of Obstetrics and Gynecoio- served as vice president of the local 
OBAJYNs were trained to perform gy appears to have recently re- medical society in 1969. If he knew, 
the procedure. In fact unless they newed its commitment to this train- and took no action, his credibtllty 
had a conscientious objection. It Ing for residents seeking as a surgeon general should be 
was considered part of the package certification as OBlGYNs. Sadly, challenged. But If. as Dr. Foster

dons compromises the quality of 
comprehensive health care far all 
citizens — especially women.

Dr. Foster has the background 
and training to tackle some of the
most - 
lemsl ______________________
of Infant mortality, teen-age preg-

slon of fflV could be brffllantly ad- kg available tn his patient.

be surgeon general. Barring a er. for example, the other major Uon Issue not been raised first To 
strong religious conviction, not per- controversy at Issue tn Dr. Foster's Dr. Foster s naysayers. If abortion 
forming an abortion would have nomination: the sterilization of the Is wrong. It Is wrong, period, and no 
meant that he had abandoned (mid- mentally retarded. For many of us. other Issue really matters. Thus 
stream) the care of many of his pa- at first blush, it would seem dis- the number of abortions performed 
Uents who had determined that a tasteful that Dr. Foster sterilized or the reasons should not really 
safe and legal abortion was the mentally retarded individuals tn the matter either. In the end. however 
medical procedure of choice. No- 1970s. This clearly is not. and abortion opponents may be satis- 
body chooses to get pregnant to should not be. the standard of care fled with any reason that derails 
have an abortion. So. to abandon tn 1995. Over the past 25 years. Dr. Foster s nomination, 
women who are tn need of care is to significant civil rights protecUons In my lifetime. 1 do not recall a 
ignore the moral and legal obllga- and procedures for the mentally re- surgeon general who ever was an 
Uons of the OBA3YN. Selective care larded have been well-established. obstetrician/gynecologist, and may- 
'•  ----- Yet It also was true In the 1970s be now I know why. But Dr. Henry

doubts as to whether Dr. Foster had that physicians and parents rou- Foster has the creativity and vision 
the commitment and compassion to tlnely allowed Infants bom with to make a difference at a time when 
be surgeon general. Regardless of Down syndrome who suffered from our country needs leadership to ad- 
whether abortion is unpopular, un- esophageal atresia to starve to dress so many challenges tn public 
pleasant, or a risk to one s Uvell- death without corrective surgery, health. Unless we have the capacity 
hood, tt ts legal and Dr. Foster ap- Such Inactions in 1995 would to de-poUUclze abortion, we may 
—--------—---------------------------------- clearly be deemed contrary to never benefit from the training.
Karen H. Rothenberg Is the dlrec- standard practice and be labeled as perspective and compassion an ob- 
tor of the Law 4 Health Care Pro- medical neglect Medical, ethical, slemclan/gynecologist could pro­
gram at the University of Mary- and legal standards do change. And vide as surgeon general. And what 
land School of Law. any physician with a lifetime of pro- a loss that would be for all of us.

r ------------- -— ------------ —In 1972. then his nomination
able to provide comprehem^ye care Whether or not surgeon general should go forward.

: In the often contentious mar-
— . . 1------------------------------------------ ----- —™—. — ■ •■—S'- “ t*—*■ cutu •/UMW. ■.■■.., I I

Ironically. If Dr. Foster had nev- appreciation for historical and so- we must ask ourselves If the issues



Willard Gavlin and Allan Rosenfield

Medical Morality: When Consent Is Not Informed
to brink . new undocu- forced to vioUte . cardinal principle of medical »»»» ihr dpfinition of retardation. but a r

uncharacteriaticaUy simplistic judgment.
m bZid^lrstic of Sstrust. A. distinguished a biotogist as E 0. Jd^7nd

all modern cultures has been ‘sutonomy’-driv- Wilson was by some of tus^ conIinunity was uncertain. Even
en. Informed consent is at the heart of it. But teagues as a fascist fo g. JL in. the advocacy groups for the mentally retarded
with the seriously mentally imprired. consent data &ve since were deeply divided.
itself can be immoral—if not impossibte—to sects, have 8eneyy , t and great was the confusion that in 1976 a
obtain. For example, one would not allow a built his reputation as one of the gr National Science Foun-

t^L’^un3 cJmZunity’ by facilitating their living togeth-

ethK meSt,hf“ S to accept t^pa^ar^U but what is

• Hit-

.................................................1

eugenics that even autnenuc researchin. jv- w«•™--- - --4 when Dr Foster
netic influences on behavior was viewed wi operations. The law was confused,
distrust. As distinguished a biologist as rnmmnnitv was divided, and

obtain. For example, one would not allow a 
significantly impaired person to sign away her 
fortune and her security Nor, by the same 
token, should she be allowed to make major 
decisions that infringe on her health and sur­
vival. Whether she is to be subjected to an 
amputation, a coronary bypass or a steriliza­
tion procedure will all be decided by others.

In the case of the mentally impaired, we are

tioned even the definition of retardation. 
Mainstreaming became the order of the day.

grant was given by the National Science Foun­
dation to the Hastings Center (a nonpartisan, 
nondoctrinaire research institute concerned 

with society, c----------------------
convene a group of scholars and advocates to 
help sort out the moral contradictions in this 

complex area.
The nature of that ethical discourse is too

or the individual s ramiiyr u me |uvnuura», 
what section: the punitive branch of the Jus- 

• ’ ■ j or some

The argument was that they would offer be trusted) institution of mental care? 
retarded persons an opportunity to participate Also to be considered: Things done to a

extended to be encompassed in this article, 
but a number of variables obviously would 
determine moral justification for sterilizationethics: We abrogate her authority to decide 

for herself, assigning this right to others—the 
family or institutions of society and the statr 

arm^ed*anriety "and" distrust, particularly

Hiking Exception

humane scientists of our day.
But in the 1970s a counter-trend emerged. 

The civil rights movement had become a 
model for many disenfranchised populations 
other than African Americans, among them 
the handicapped. Consumer advocacy groups 
were being formed. The rights of the mentally 
retarded were freshly reasserted by organiza-

S^lh^ new rttito^ created an procedures: Who initiated it, the government

J -3 that they would offer be trusted) institution of mental care? 
retarded persons an opportunity to participate Also to be considered: Things done to a
in the new sexual freedom, unfettered by fears t0 her interest are judged by
of pregnancies and child-rearing, which they different standards from those done her in the 

 interest of her family, other like individuals,
.a,...» ™ , - r--------  ‘ the institution or the state. Moral dilemmas

was morally correct and incorrect had hardly exjst under all these conditions, and the prop- 
„  resolutions in each case may be entirely 

different.
In that debate a distinguished liberal philos­

opher argued that sterilization of mentally 
retarded persons would be morally mandated 
if it would "enhance their position in the moral

pr at home or in small communities outside 
traditional institutions. We do not have to

clea/to thoi of us who were privy to these 

discussions is that the moral question was not 
settled then, as it is probably not settled now. 
It is particularly unjust to equate a doctor who 

performs sterilization procedures for thera­
peutic reasons—even if you feel he is misguid­
ed—with doctors who participated in radiation 
experiments on unconsenting, unsuspecting 
subjects during the Cold War years, let alpne 
the obscene Nazi camp experiments.

Krauthammer argues that “sterilization of 
the mentally infirm is a morally problematic 
procedure”; with that we heartily concur. But 
it is clearly immoral (nothing problematic 
here) to impugn the ethical character of Henry 
Foster on the basis of sterilization procedures 
he has performed or, for that matter, on 
abortions he has performed.

People of goodwill and good heart are enti­
tled to hold differing views on emotionally 
charged social issues (in-vitro fertilization, 
assisted suicide, organ transplants, genetic 
engineering or, for that matter, divorce, capi­
tal punishment and gun control) without being 
demonized. For the Senate to form a judgment 
on Dr. Foster's character on the basis of his 
having performed such procedures would be 
indefensible and indecent.

Willard Gaylin is professor of psychiatry‘it 
Columbia University and co-founder of the 
Hastings Center. Allan Rosenfield is dean of 
the Columbia School of Public Health.

Every week seems to bring a new undocu- 
nented assault on the character of Dr. Henry 
Foster, the U.S. surgeon general nominee.

In response to the disclosure that in 1974 
Foster performed a “small number” of steril- 
zations on severely retarded women (four 
seems to be the number), Charles Krautham­
mer asked whether it was "ethical to perform 
surgery and permanently sterilize women in
no position to give consent” [op-ed. Feb. 17]. 
Krauthammer, who is not only • respected 

niu ha-”"-
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A similar sort of political test was 
applied to a previous nominee for 
surgeon general, Dr. C Everett Koop, 
but fortunately for the nation, that 
appointment was not derailed. Koop 
was appointed by Ronald Reagan for 
his dyed-in-the-wool conservatism, 
period. Before the 1980 election, his 
name was circulated by an aide to 
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.).

He was nominated because of the 
pro-life stands he had repeatedly 
taken in public. And during his long 
preconfinnation process, he was sav­
aged by liberals as badly as Foster is 
now being savaged by conservatives.

But the conservatives had not 
thought clearly enough about one 
item on Koop’s rtsum6: He was a 
doctor. He was a compassionate care­
giver who felt and thought deeply 
about difficult questions, and who 
used science as a basis for his deci­
sions. And almost as soon as he took 
office he began doing something the 
conservatives couldn’t fathom: He 
acted like a doctor.

Koop outraged the right by calling 
for sex education and condoms as 
part of the fight against AIDS, while 
opposing mandatory HIV testing as 
counterproductive for public health. 
He brought passive smoking to the 
forefront as a threat to health and 
thus lost the friendship of Helms. He 
called violence a public health issue, 
angering those who saw it solely as a 
moral one.

But his most disappointing perfor­
mance, from the viewpoint of conser­
vatives, was on abortion. Over con­
servative protests, he told the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to 
continue collecting data on abortion. 
He published a report on the psycho­
logical effects of abortion that did not 
support claims of lasting damage.

Worst of all, he never viewed his 
office as a bully pulpit for damning 
elective abortion. He personally 
opposed elective abortion, but he did 
not see ending it as a major public 
health priority. The result was that 
most of his former friends became his

Let a doctor be 
surgeon general
Leave the polities to the 

politieians. Let Foster, 

and all the surgeons 
general who will follow 

him, care only for 

the nation's health.

bortion will again be at the 
center of the battle for the 
White House next year, and 
the first skirmish will be next 

month’s confirmation hearings on Dr.
Henry Foster, President Clinton’s 
choice for surgeon general.

So forget that Foster has had a dis­
tinguished 40-year career in medi­
cine. Forget that he was the youngest 
person ever elected to the Institute of 
Medicine of the National Academy of 
Sciences, America’s most prestigious 
medical organization. That for many 
years he has managed the astounding 
balancing act of running a medical 
school clinical department while 
practicing hands-on community medi­
cine. That former President George 
Bush praised Foster’s teenage preg­
nancy prevention program as one of 
his own “Thousand Points of Light.”

No, let us concentrate on something 
really important: Henry Foster has 
done abortions. What a revelation! 
Does anybody think someone can 
become an obstetrician without doing 
abortions? Abortion is, among other 
things, a lifesaving emergency proce­
dure that every obstetrician, and 
indeed most emergency room physi­
cians, must be prepared to do. 

Yes, Foster also performed some 
non-emergency abortions. They were 
not only legal, they were standard 
medical practice. Foster believes, 
properly, that abortion should be safe, 
legal and rare. In his career they have 
been astonishingly rare — fewer than 
40 in more than 40 years.
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Melvin Konner is a physician who teaches 

anthropology at Emory University.
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enemies. Koop liked to joke about the 
medals on his uniform: “The top row 
is for what the liberals did to me; the 
bottom row is for what the conserva­
tives did to me.”

This politicization of the office 
goes back to the Founding Fathers. A 
physician named Benjamin Water­
house served Presidents John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson in a public 
role that combined medical supervi­
sion and disease prevention — simi­
lar to that of the surgeon general 
today. He successfully pursued poli­
cies requiring vaccination, 
quarantine at immigration and other 
methods of infection control neces­
sary in the high-mortality world of 
early America. But such efforts were 
viewed as radical, and when James 
Madison became president in 1809 he 
dismissed Waterhouse, bowing to 
conservative medical opposition.

Ever since, the position of the 
nation’s most visible doctor has been 
filled, at best, by people who combine 
a knowledge of medical science with 
moral leadership. For much of its his­
tory, the officeholder has kept a low 
profile, but there have been controver­
sies.

In 1935, Dr. Thomas Parran can­
celed a radio speech because CBS 
executives refused to let him use the 
word “syphilis” on the air. In 1964, Dr. 
Luther Terry made waves by releas­
ing, for the first time, government 
reports linking cigarettes to cancer 
and other diseases. Dr. Julius Rich­
mond, Jimmy Carter’s surgeon gener­
al, was criticized for a report that 
emphasized prevention over tradi­
tional “fix-it” medicine.

Dr. Joycelyn Elders’ forced 
resignation, over a sensible if poorly 
timed remark about masturbation, 
hurt the prestige of the office, but it is 
not she who should be blamed. When 
Clinton caved in, he paved the way for 
Foster’s difficulties. By comparison, 
Adams and Jefferson stood by Ben­
jamin Waterhouse when it would have 
been much easier to set him aside and 
mollify his critics. Reagan did the 
same with Koop. If liberal leaders con­
tinue to beat their early retreat on Dr. 
Foster, they will [further] hurt the 
prestige of the office, perhaps irrepa­
rably.

Koop was qualified. Foster is quali­
fied. That, in a halfway intelligent 
world, would be the beginning and end 
of it. But the surgeon general’s reputa­
tion is now a political football. We 
should let Foster, and all the surgeons 
general who will follow him, go about 
their medical work and leave the poli­
tics to the politicians.
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If Senate dumps Foster..
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genes. His motto as surgeon gen-.;

ments, and, if so, how many. “I’ve.
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John Head is a Constitution editorial 
writer. His column appears Mondays,

Some feminists go ballistic, ’ 
accusing Tuck of sexist surgery. A

fervently hope Dr. Henry Fos­
ter wins Senate confirmation as 
surgeon general next month. 

It’s not just that he is a highly qual­
ified and deserving candidate for 
the job. The bonus would be that 
ending the search with Foster 
spares the nation more of the nasti­
ness and silliness that now passes 
for reasoned consideration of nom­
inees for high office.

What with White House bun­
gling and Sens. Bob Dole and Phil

eral will be, “America: You've hai" 

a New Deal, a New Frontier and « v 
New Covenant. Now try a new 
face.”

Tuck seems a shoo-in, until the^ ‘ 
man from the Times strikes again, ' ■" 
asking the good doctor if it is true< . 
that he has done breast enlarge-^ <. >

si

I lie '-mania jour nal - UOnstltuiiori Urt

the nod only after swearing that hj- ‘ 
- -------------------------------------------- had nothing to do with any of . * ‘
Gramm mvolved in a pitched battle Michael Jackson’s 37 cosmetic sur- 
for the title of meanest man in
America — while angling for the
Republican presidential nomina­
tion — any more tries at filling the
surgeon general’s spot could be
painful to watch. It would make
Bill Clinton’s first stabs at finding
an attorney general (Remember
Zoe Baird? Remember Kimba
Wood?) look like a cakewalk.

I can imagine how it would go
down:

April: Determined not to repeat
the Foster fiasco, the president
selects a candidate who has never
performed an abortion. She is the
eminent dermatologist Dr. Norma
Rash. Her stewardship of the
nation’s health promises to be low-
key, as she says her top priority is
lowering the incidence of sunburn.
She also pledges to put the first
surgeon general’s warning labels
on tanning beds.

Things go well until the investi­
gative reporter from the Times
asks if it is true that Rash was
involved in Michael Jackson’s skin­
lightening treatments. She admits
that she was.

Afro-centric groups around the
country are outraged, charging
that Rash will promote turning
black people white. The candidate
defends herself, saying the treat­
ment was medically justified. “My
position is the same as the
president’s,” she says. “Making
black people look white should be
safe, legal and rare.”

Of course, it’s not enough. Bob
Dole gleefully sounds the death
knell of the nomination. “With this
choice, the president obviously
made a rash decision,” he quips.

June: Next up is Dr. Thomas
“Tommie” Tuck, the world-
renowned plastic surgeon. He gets

* 1

grass-roots movement to defend^! 
Tuck springs up, calling itself “pro 
choice” (“We beheve in a woman's 
right to choose larger breasts”). 
This proves to be tainted support, 
as the Times reporter finds out that 
the group is made up mostly of # 
truck drivers and is funded almost ' 
entirely by men’s magazines.

Then it turns out that Tuck misfe- • 
poke on the number of breast 
implants he has done. He should : 
have multiplied by two. “His credi- • 
bility has to be questioned,” Phil., . 
Gramm says. “What’s next? Triple .• 
the number?” The nomination is 
withdrawn.

Finally, the president decides 
that it isn’t just the nominees who . ( 
are controversial; it’s the job itself t 
He huddles with House Speaker ‘ ' 

Newt Gingrich, an advocate of 
abolishing the surgeon general’s 
post. They reach a compromise 
designed to ensure that nobody is 
bent out of shape when the appoint­
ment is made.

Bill Clinton announces that he 
will soon name the nation’s first.' ‘ 
chiropractor general.

done a few. Maybe a dozen silicone.'. 
implants,” Tuck replies.
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By Melvin Konner
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A Worst of *11, he never viewed his

Ipublican of North Carolina, and then

comparison. Adams and Jefferson

r."

a—r- 
«•

center of the battle for the White 
, House, and the first skirmish will be
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stood by Benjamin Waterhouse when 
it would have been much easier to set 
him aside and mollify his critics. Ron­
ald Reagan did the same with Dr. 
Koop. If liberal leaders continue to 
beat their early retreat on Dr. Foster.

a public health issue, angering those 
who saw it solely as a moral one. 

 ,   .... But his most disappointing per-
teaches anthropology al Emory Uni- formance, from the viewpoint of con-

11
•----------  

Henry Foster is 
the latest pawn 
in a 200-year-old 

game.

word syphilis on the air. In 1964, Dr.
 Luther Terry made waves by releas-

' J Dr- KooP outraged the right by ing, for the first time. Government
------------- .J abortjOn nature has calling for sex education and con- Teports linking cigarettes to cancer 

botched. Because if the doctor has <

Surgeon General, Dr. C. Everett 
Koop, but fortunately for the nation. 

Hampshire that appointment was not derailed.

nancy prevention program as one of 
his own “thousand points of light"

No. let us concentrate on some- 
, thing really important: Henry Fos­

ter has done abortions. What a reve­
lation! Does anyone think that you 
can become an obstetrician without 
doing abortions? Abortion is, among 
other things, a life-saving emergen­
cy procedure that every obstetri­
cian. and indeed most emergency 
room | . , .
by training to do.

If you or your daughter suddenly 
begin bleeding uncontrollably In the 
midst of a natural miscarriage, you 
had better hope that the doctor on

r-

‘ General who will follow him, go
Ever since? the position of the na- about their medical work and leave 

. . r . . . .■_ __ ai»i_ _ .a_ __ Uai.—p~|

Sid

be safe, legal and rare. In his career Centers for Disease Control to con- 
they have been astonishingly rare — tinue collecting data on abortion. He 
fewer than 40 In over 40 years. published a report on the psychologi-

A similar sort of political test was cal effects of abortion that did not 
applied to a previous nominee for support lastln8 dam^e!;,

office'as a" bully pulpit*tor damning ■ they will hurt the prestige of the 

   elective abortion. He personally op- office, perhaps irreparably.
Dr. Koop was appointed by Rona.d ^map^bl'ic -W-t is hanHy surprising that Dr.

has done. He does nol remem­
ber how many emergency 

r  Caesarian sections or forceps
did to me; the bottom row is for what deliveries he has done either. He has 
the conservatives did to me." also been criticized for performing

This politicization of the office goes hysterectomies on women with severe 
back to the Founding Fathers. A phy- menial handicaps in the 1970’s; they 
sician named Benjamin Waterhouse were compassionale acts, valid within 
served Presidents John Adams and the medical and ethical guidelines of
Thomas Jefferson in a public role that era. His patients were suffering 
that combined medical supervision and he helped them as best he could.
and disease prevention — similar to Dr. Koop was qualified. Dr. Foster 
that of the Surgeon General today. He is qualified. That, in a halfway intel- 
successfully pursued policies requir- ligent world, would be the beginning 

 ing vaccination, quarantine at immi- and end of it. But the Surgeon Gener­
gration and other methods of Infec- al’s reputation is now a political foot- 
tion control necessary in the high- ball, and every time it gels clumsily 
mortality world of early America, kicked it veers further from the goal- 
But such efforts were viewed as radi- posts — on the one side, the nation's
cal, and when James Madison be- public health; on the other, the quali- 
came President in 1809 he dismissed ty of all our medical care. We should
Dr. Waterhouse, bowing to conserva- let Dr. Foster, and all the Surgeons 
live medical opposition. C----- -1 .7.r ; — -

tion's most visible doctor has been the politics to the politicians. 
 filled, at best, by people who. com­

bine a knowledge of medical science
item on Dr. Koop’s resume: he was a with moral leadership. For much of 

...™ ..... o- , doctor. He was a compassionate its history, the off ice holder has kept
physician’ must be prepared “f® Biver who felt and thought a low profile, but there have been

deeply about difficult questions, and controversies.
who used science as a basis for his in 1935. Dr. Thomas Parran can­
decisions. And almost as soon as he celed a radio speech because CBS 
took office he began doing something executives refused to let him use the 

_   the conservatives couldn't fathom:
call has been well trained in thera- he^acted like a doctor.
peutic abortion and can complete the
spontaneous

THE GREEN SHEET 60

on Dr. Henry Foster, President Clin- 
. ton’s choice for Surgeon General 
.- So forget that Dr. Foster has had a 
, distinguished 40-year career in medi- 
xine. Forget also that he was the 
youngest person ever elected to the 

i Institute of Medicine of the National 
.Academyof Sciences, America's most 
prestigious medical organization. 

, That for many years he has managed 
the astounding balancing act of run­
ning a medical school clinical depart- 

. ment while practicing hands-on com­
munity medicine. That George Bush 
praised Dr. Foster’s teen-age preg-

„ ...  doms as part of the fight against and other diseases. Dr. Julius Rich-
not been so trained, you or your AIDS, while opposing mandatory mond, Jimmy Carter's Surgeon Gen­
daughter may well die. HIV testing as counterproductive for eral, was criticized for a report that

Yes Dr Foster also performed public health. He brought passive emphasized prevention over tradi-
some non-emergency abortions. They smoking to the forefront as a threat tional “fix-it" medicine.
were not only legal they were stand- to health and thus lost the friendship Dr. Joycelyn Elders's forced resig-
ard medical practice. Dr. Foster be- of Senator Helms. He called violence nation, over a sensible if poorly timed
heves properly that abortion should a public health issue, angering those remark about masturbation, hurt the

' ___ who saw it solely as a moral one. prestige of the office, but it is not she
Melvin Konner, a physician who But his most disappointing per- who should be blamed. When Presi­
teaches anthropology at Emory Uni- formance, from the viewpoint of con- dent Clinton caved in. he paved the 
versify, is the author of "Becoming a servatives, was on abortion. Over way for Dr. Foster's difficulties. By 
Doctor." conservative protests, he told the comparison. Adams and Jefferson

Atlanta
s Republican Presidential 

hopefuls began their 
initial forays into the 
New
woods this week,

. most were clamoring Reagan for his dyed-in-the-wool con-
lUpiUVCUICH unpcvcouit jriViiat. vafc- pt! yotuiii, p-nvu. 
denti.laAbortionwm.g.in.be.t^

ewuse. ...U un ..... --- ------------------ yuo..^.«. ..o.d. C-.™t medals on his uniform:
next month’s confirmation hearings by the Heriuge Foundation, before "Th® t0P row is for what the liberals

* — S came to the attention of the Rea-  ------------------------------ Kf-wha.

gan-Bush campaign.
He was nominated because of the

pro-life stands he had repeatedly tak­
en tn public. And during his long pre­
confirmation process, he was savaged
by liberals as badly as Dr. Foster is
now being savaged by conservatives.

But the conservatives had nol
thought clearly enough about one
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America needs Foster care

I

CYNTHIA TUCKER

prospective obstetricians because

i

Now, I know of no crime victim 
who would not have preferred to

Council for Graduate Medical Edu­
cation has just voted to require 
training in abortion skills for all

The Atlanta Journal - Constitution
2/19/95

be heard above the din of the mad 
Queen who keeps yelling, “Abor-

cycle, leading to the creation of a 
growing underclass with little 
chance of making its way into the 
Ampnrjin mainstream

Given the dire consequences of

(hem without financial or moral
support. Worse still, the children  
of these children tend to repeat the cans would rather punish than pro­

tect
So it is with Foster’s critics.

Think about it. America has the 
highest rate of teen pregnancy in 
the industrialized world, despite 

teen pregnancy, Foster ought to be having the resources to curb it. 
carried to Capitol Hill in a palan- Curiouser and curiouser.
quin, with a grateful nation
applauding his appointment
Instead, the good doctor is reduced
to making the rounds of Senate
offices as a supplicant begging to Vi/ednesdays.

mothers are ill-prepared for par­
enthood. They tend to drop out of 
school, trapping their children in 
poverty and dependency. Teen  
fathers are no better. They tend to have had a cop around to stop the 
dpsert their children early, leaving crime in the first place to having

the offender serve long years in
prison later. But House Republi-

Gnth/o Tucker is editor of the
Constitution's editorial pages. Her 
column appears Sundays and

the council is concerned that 
young physicians are not getting 
adequate training in the proce­
dure. The requirement was 
endorsed by the American Board 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology and 
the American College of Obstetri­
cians and Gynecologists.

It is worth taking a closer look at 
the weird politics that have pro­
voked the fury over Foster. There 
is a lesson here about an attitude 
that infuses the reactionary right. 
Many of Foster’s critics prefer 
punishing teen pregnancy to pre­
venting it

That punitive strategy shows up 
in other areas, as well. Look at 
what congressional Republicans 
want to do to last year’s crime bill. 
They propose to take some of the

tion! Abortion! Off with his head!”
The last time I checked, abor­

tion was both legal and well within 
the bounds of standard medical 
practice. In fact the Accreditation

t seems I’ve tumbled down the
rabbit hole and encountered the
Mad Hatter and the Queen of

Hearts. There is an Alice-in-
Wonderiand quality to the contro­
versy over Dr. Henry Foster Jr.,
President Clinton’s nominee for
surgeon general.

It is curiouser and curiouser
that a physician with an admirable
track record in the crusade against
adolescent pregnancy is being
treated in seme quarters like a
pariah. Through a program he
founded in Nashville—the “I
Have A Future” project — Foster
has done more to combat too-eariy
parenthood than any of his critics.

There is nothing about Foster
that should stir outrage. In fact,
the need to quell the epidemic of
births to unmarried young women
is the one issue on which virtually
all Americans agree, whether lib­
eral, conservative or moderate,
whether pundit, politician,
preacher or teacher. I know of no
one who nods with approval at the
notion of 15-year-old mothers.

Charles Murray, a conservative
political theorist, has called the
surge in out-of-wedlock births “the
single most important social prob­
lem of our time.” Sen. Daniel
Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) has
gone so far—too far, actually —
as to suggest that the rise in out-
of-wedlock births may be leading
to the creation of a new species.
Jesse Jackson has said, “Babies
making babies is morally wrong.”

There is good reason for the 
worry. Most unmarried adolescent money that has been earmarked

____ u c for poijce and divert it to new

prisons.
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The power politics of terror

here are two ways to denyT

TOMTEEPEN

• abortions or two score.

example of him that they hope will 
intimidate other physicians.

1978,26 percent of ob-gyn resi­
dency programs required abortion 
training; now only-12 percent do.
In 1978, only 7 percent didn't offer 
abortion as a training option. By
1992,30 percent didn't

Whatever other factors may be 
involved in these changes, plain

< The militants are out to make an terrorism is a major cause.
Five abortion providers have

. . been murdered and one other phy-
The message is simple and brut- dHan wounded, and each shooting 

ish: Perform any abortions in your hac boosted death threats to clinics 
career and that will be used to
trash your reputation. Foster’s
standing was splendid until he was
honored for it by this nomination.

Foster ought to be a

Tom Teepen is national columnist for 
Cox Newspapers. He is based in 
Atlanta. Histolumn appears Tues­

days and Sundays.

women lawful abortions, and 
opponents haven't been able 

to make abortion illegal again, so 
they’re using the other one. 
They’re terrifying the health sys­
tem out of providing the service.

Dr. Henry W. Foster, President 
Clinton's nominee for surgeon gen­
eral, is the latest victim of that 
harassment

The Clinton White House 
couldn't play outfield with a net 
and fumbled the appointment in a 
distracting dispute over numbers, 
but it doesn’t really matter to 
Foster’s anti-abortion opponents 
whether he performed a dozen

ated an effective program against 
it, emphasizing sexual abstinence. 
His success won Point of Light 
recognition from the Bush admin­
istration.

But as any obstetrician­
gynecologist is likely to do, Foster

for abuse at work and at their 
homes. The Lambs of Christ — 
don’t you love it?—stalk doctors 
and clinic workers.

Foster is the victim of political 
stalking.

He is a member of the Institute 
of Medicine, former president of 
the Association of Professors of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics, an 
examiner for the American Board 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

But to abortion foes, he’s just 
cannon fodder, someone whose 
nomination is to be cynically 
blown away as a warning to other 
physicians to restrict their medical 
care for women.

has performed abortions for medi­
cal reasons, and that is enough for 
the zealots to demonize him 
beyond recognition.

The number of counties with 
abortion service fell from 714 in 
1978 to 495 in 1992, the latest year 
in a Guttmacher Institute study. 
Abortion is virtually unattainable 
in small towns and rural areas; 94 
percent of non-metropolitan coun­
ties have no service.

The number of providers 
dropped 18 percent from 1982 to 
’92. Hospitals especially have 
quailed, leaving the job largely to 

-clinics. Between 1988 and ’92, the 
number performing abortions 
declined by 185.

Training is shrinking, too. In

Y‘
•• .

and doctors. Clinics have been 
shot up and firebombed.

Hospitals are shying away from 
abortion in part because board 
members have been harried. Some 

conservative’s dream surgeon gen- bgye been picketed at home; oth­
ers have seen their kids targeted 
for harassment at school. Hospital

eral. 
With teen pregnancy a major ________________________ ___

public health problem, Foster ere- financial contributors have been

menaced.
Operation Rescue’s “No Place to

Hide” project fingers physicians

W.g-'’
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Dr. Foster for U. S. Surgeon General

With many decades of total commitment as a caring, 
compassionate and sensitive physician, who has made matters of 
public health a primary concern, Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., scarcely 
needs the type of vicious mud slinging by right wingers and 
abortion foes that took place this week.

Nominated by President Clinton as surgeon general to replace 
Joycelyn Elders, Dr. Foster seemed the picture of an ideal candidate 

. for the post until the fringe groups—which would probably oppose 

anyone the president nominated, even if he or she walked on water— 
went to work to discredit him.

They certainly could not challenge his credentials. As an 
obsterician-gynecologist, he has delivered thousands of babies, and 

been involved in teenage pregnancy prevention programs where 
abstinence was recommended. He has also been involved in 
Planned Parenthood programs and, as a practicing physician, he is 
obviously in touch with the reality of patient care.

He has also performed some abortions—which are legal—and 
these are what seem to have aroused the wrath of the right-to-lifers 
who obviously have zero tolerance for anyone who does not walk 
their straight and narrow party line.

Dr. Foster has not broken any law, or violated any medical 
standard. In fact, by all indications he is the epitome of integrity, a 
man much honored by his patients and colleagues.

The right-to-lifers have a right to their opinion, but we believe 
that it is highly improper and just wrong-headed to use the issue of 
abortion as a litmus test of an individual’s fitness for office.

We urge that President Clinton not buckle under to the growing 

pressure, but continue to give his full support to a supremely 
qualified individual. Dr. Henry W. Foster.
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!oC|ife movemT f*^ornicd aborl,ons madc him instantly unacceptable to the nght-

out

profoundly insulted many who pre­
ferred to think that Evil wears red

within his definition of “civility;” or 
more likely. (2) Reed knows how strong-

’ b many evangelicals feel against abor-
■nMBRWTON

lions, or rather only 39. during a long. 38-year ca­
reer in medicine, principally for therapeutic rea-

bo,/. Republicans and

uui a bcnbc oi responsioiiitv rooted in old-fashioned virtues.
Foster supponed birth-control efforts, but he did not pretend that birth control

- - r--.——jwai a van oc inauccato do something he finds personally abhorrent: Use a chemical agent instead of a

S£m!Xn. SKaCk U-P aga'ns' th' P“' >'"«<>■> >° the Democralic^'rred: lhai
.™chiOr grantsmanship. dr accred.tar.on Do ,t for the “e t™ ,n D'"’ocr?lS are b,g “■J when what s atsuke mvoN«shari^mo^
this case, the school. Depersonalize the decision Keep tellma \ourself it is all lesal across classes °r h'allng raclal wounds, but become staunch individualists when 
constitutional, etc. 5 ' matters turn toward sexuality or abortion rights. Now. Clinton has to stick with

Indeed Foster s long and distmguished career would seem to conform admirable ^aU“ not ,okd2 s? would n’ake ,hc P™dent look mconstant. as he has on

logs are all in order. H as dna °Pcrame their individualism trumps those values whenever they conflict with free market
economics. The family is a wonderful institution, they say, but most Republicans 
fought against giving the mothers of newborns 12 weeks nf unna.d lMve

There ought to be no pretending: These are difficult issues. It’s easy to see how

S3?.

’a

Si

socks, smells of fire and brimstone and 
is immediately identifiable. Instead.

But abortion is also 
difficult because it 
raises questions that 
go directly to the

’l.•'ll
T

Tng Kansas City Star

Two views of abortion and Foster’s nomination

-----------willing to ask of yourselves.

Dionne is a member o/The Washington Post eetiiorial-page staff.

It seems some 

Americans are still 
uncomfortable about

sons. So what s aiiYhe fis about< -------------- - the bespread practice

But the latest Authorized Version of the number of abortion, including 

Foster, who says he 
finds it "abhorrent."

Both parties must deal with the contradictions of their positions
...i. -re ... BrE J DIONNE JR

alabwn'enrxfor'teen-rge;^  ̂ ££ bu« P-y strategy constantly speak of’the n«^ p^hXu^n’is

non heanngs can be about a lot more than conb^nX Thev aS Krau,h“™" "»•«. >0 tx><h s.des at once. But please.

to see how many of our distinguished leaders could recognize it. 
C 1 ass Los *nQ.ws T^es Syrssest.

of abortions performed by Foster doesn t include 
those in a drug trial of a vaginal suppository that 
induced abortions in 55 of the 60 women to whom 
it was given for no clear therapeutic reason. If he 
found abortion abhorrent, whv did he supervise 
this test at Meharry Medical School'’

Foster explained why in a televised interview last week: “To keep 
in a mnrfiril cartsnn _________t. ______  st- ■ . “

foughi agai..w. 
hood is fine as

At least 3.000 people from China. Russia. Korea and Mongolia 
were subjected io these experiments •Sometimes dissections 
were carried out without anesthesia.” according to one 
former member of the unit. •’They would let
a hornbie shriek but then fall silent right
away.”

Surely somewhere in the Imperi­
al War Office the activities of 
Unit 731 were duly logged.

explained and euphemized as scientific re- 
search. Just as in Berlin, similar assignments 
on a massive scale were to be desenbed as 
population transfers. Il was all in accor- 
dance with accepted policy and current „ 
regulations.

Everything was legal. Al) the papers 
were m order. Long after the war. the 
noted intellectual Hannah Arendt at- 
tended the trial of Adolf Eichmann in 
Jerusalem. Here was her opportunity to 
look into the very heart of darkness All 3 
she found was an upwardly mobile. | 
lower-middle-class ex-salesman who \ 
had hit upon a successful career in po- 4= 
lilical administration. Her discovery

ASHISGTON — Most politicians hate the issue. Most voters don 1 like 
to think about it. Vet the matter of abortion just keeps coming back 
gnaw mg in quite different w ays at the consciences of both political partio 

The most obvious manifestation of the power of the issue is the controversy sur­
rounding Dr Henry Foster. President Clinton s choice to be surgeon general The

PAUL
Greenberg

* >*4®

The lact that the administration and the doctor seemed to miscount exactly hoyy 
many abortions he had performed moved the fight toward mailers with which 
Washington is more comfortable - ■ credibility.” “bungled nominations.” “poor 

staff work etc. But none of this would have mattered if the miscounted proce 
dure had involved, say. appendectomies. The issue here is abortion

I Abortion has also ansen as a concern in the welfare rc-
1 fonn debate. Some very conservative Republicans

otably Rep. Henry Hyde, are dead set against 
a Republican proposal to eliminate welfare as­

sistance to mothers w ho have children before 
their 18th year. Hyde and the nght-to-hfe 
movement worry , reasonably , that gov- 

,/ emment will thereby hugely increase the 
pressure for abortion

St'' Thcn' al a reccnt meeung of the Con- 
servauve Political Action Conference. 
Ralph Reed, the executive director 01 

st.: the Christian Coalition, warned that 
evangelical Christians and antiabonion 

iu Catholics would abandon the Republi- 
cans if the party nominated a supporter 
of abortion rights for either president or 

J vice president.
f Reed s statement was significant be- 
z cause for the past two years, he has 
| played down abortion and stressed con- 
• cents — school vouchers, low taxes, bal- 
- anced budgets — that appeal across 
: much of the Republican spectrum
B Indeed, in an editonal-page article in 
T The Hall Street Journal — printed atter 

_ he issued his warning — Reed was 
£. anomalously arguing that all was well 
< between social and economic conserva- 
J lives inside the Republican Party and 

that Republicans could remain “civil” in 
disagreeing about "issues like abortion.” 

One of two things is true: (1) Reed re- 
■■ gards threats to bolt his party as Ivmg 

Within his drfimtirtn r\f

M D.. as Surgeon General of the United 
States has stirred questions about this 
perfectly legal, constitutional proce­
dure. It seems some Amencans are still 
uncomfortable about the widespread 
practice of abortion, including Foster, 
who says he finds it “abhorrent.''

The debate over his confirmation, he adds, is 
ironic, since "my life's work has been dedicated to 
making sure that young people don't have to face 
the choice of abortions." The doctor points out 
that he has performed fewer than a dozen abor­

tion and he has to pursue a two-step on 
the issue (sometimes playing it down, 

sometimes playing it up! so he can try to 
broker peace in his partv without looking like a 
sellout to his followers.

Abonion creates all these contortions partly be­
cause it's a hard issue. As Charles Krauthammer 
pointed out recently, majorities of Amencans think 
simultaneously that abortion should remain legal 

, and lhal « is wrong. But abortion is also difficult
contradictions in what because it raises questions that go directly to the

w:Lhkn^A'\TrS.“arb!:.-?TdLbd1?^

cally advanced century She called it the 
Banality of Evil.

In 1995. elective abortion is both ac-

Hannah Arendt had identified ns most i 
salient characteristic in this technology : 5

cepted policy and the law of the land ---‘'RtSjJ 

Yet the nomination of Henry Foster.

irst. a cautionary tale The story came out last weekend and. if it made vour 
paper at all. was probably buned inside Here m Little Rock, n appeared on 
Page /A under the headline “Six Japanese tell of WWH researen. including 

dissections of live humans ”
It seems that 50 years after the end of World War 11. a ’4-page book has been 

published about a biological warfare unit of the Japanese armv 
that performed experiments on human subjects. In exchange for

i'

txiv ,, a ...cuica. sciung. we naa a researen grant. We have to do that to tram our 
l^Clt"uSlUdv ?!lh lhu Upjohn ComPany. and we tested 

s. . That’s

8P

Democrats claim thev .o ^cXX"» - id«|h S^i!^
Stand for. pany ,s w,1,,n? to Pay much of a Pnc* on behalf of

community’ when its imperatives come into con- 
—--------------------------------- flict with other aspects of party doctrine.

a product, a suppository, not a mechanical procedure, to tram residents That s F?s,er suPPoned birth-control efforts, but he did not pretend that birth control

Foster has made it clear how a physician, and not just a physician, can be induced re than lhe mcchan,cs of human sexuality. 
-fN he find: ~“cr.a!!y ab.u.c..v..;. a Jrcnucai agent instead ot a u .n° °nC T ll?e adm,n,slrat,on went much beyond this appealing story line —
mechanical procedure, insuring the key element in earn ing out anv morally dubi- by ^S.king much abo1u, what lh>s ob-gyn physician s practice was on abortion — and
ous policy^—distance. Call it reproductive health care Do it in the name of scientif- Clinton is smack up against the great tension in the Democratic creed: that

liixil pcnvrmcu experiments on numan subjects. In exchange for 
‘ | not having to face war-enmes trials, six members of Unit 731 de- 

tailed its activities in Manchuria, where thev injected germs. 
Jr ^cin^cals and ?an?rcne",nducing shrapnel into humans to study

kTX ■ r™ O5lcr ou' ine wn,te Housc docs not turnout to be lhe usual prelude to a cave-m. and that Henry Foster — unlike Lam 
Guimer — will get his day in front of a congressional commute Rv

” oy mis arduous process of confirmation to
make a good surgeon general. His statements against abortion and in favor of sexu-

One hopes that all the support for Foster out of the White House does

------L" “u*111 g" iis day fronl of a congressional committee Bv now the doctor 
mat haVLbTn sumaen,ly scns>nzed by this arduous process of’confirmation -

conflict with free market

giving the mothers of newborns 12 weeks of unpaid leave. Mother-

On abortion, lhe Republicans have won loyal support from nght-to-lifers for 
T-XTK nut nqrtv Ctrltaivrefr AMal.. — I. Z~.l I . ■ . .
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COMMENTARY
Why IWant To Be Surgeon General

J
me.

I wi

Henry Foster is the nominee for U.S. 
surgeon general.

The Wuhlnaton Poit

I will be giving my 
greatest attention to what 
the president has called 
“our most serious social 
problem,” the epidemic of 
teen pregnancy in this 
country.

Two weeks ago, no one, not even my 
wife, St. Clair, my daughter, Myrna, and 
my son, Wendell — as devoted as they 
are — followed my every move and ev­
ery word with rapt attention. Now, when 
I wake up in the morning and look out my 
window, the press is out there waiting 
and watching.

When I go to my office, they follow me 
into the elevator. And walking down the 
street, I have been punched in the face, 
inadvertently, I think, with one of those 
huge microphones you see on TV. 1 have 
never seen anything like it.

I have even picked up a new lexicon. 
Words that matter in Washington are not 
in dictionaries in the rest of America. 
They certainly never taught me these 
words in medical school or the delivery 
room: Sound bites. Boom mikes. Stake­
outs. Live shots. Talking heads. On-air 
analysis. All dissecting me over and over 
again. And all before I’ve uttered one 
word at my confirmation hearings before 
the Senate.

People who have never met me analyze 
my character and my life's work. They 
attack me personally before they ever 
give me a chance to introduce myself or 
tell my story.

But those attacks do not define me. I 
know who I am and what I stand for. I also 
know that I am a symbol in a larger 
debate that has polarized this country for 
many years. But the attacks do hurt.

I cannot say that my work as a doctor 
entirely prepared me for these two tur­
bulent weeks. But I have learned a few 
things during my 38 years as a doctor, a 
teacher and a crusader against teen preg­
nancy that have prepared me to be a good 
surgeon general.

I have been face to face with real life- 

and-death challenges. When you see low- 
birth-weight babies bom to mothers not 
yet old enough to drive a car, you have an 
appreciation of what trauma really 
means.

When you visit the homes of families 
living in grinding poverty and feel the 
palpable sense of hopelessness in their 
lives, you begin to understand what it is 
to be up against the odds.

Compared to that, shouted questions 
and overheated rhetoric may be uncivil, 
but I can handle them. When people ask 
me why I want to be surgeon general, I 
know the answer.

When you’ve had the good fortune to

participate in the miracle of birth as many 
times as I have, it is difficult to stand on 
the sidelines and watch so many people 
wasting the precious gift of life.

It is difficult to look around America 
today and see so much needless suffer­
ing. Too many children suffer, because 
their parents have not been taught the 
value of prevention. Too many people 
don’t have access to quality health care.

And too many of us have turned away 
from those basic American values that 
can prevent violence or abuse of any kind 
from taking root.

But all is not lost. America is moving 
forward to confront both our health-care 
crisis and the crisis of values that has led 
to far too much irresponsible behavior.

As your surgeon general, I believe I 
can turn the small ripples of success that 
we have produced into great waves of 
progress. I believe that I can draw atten­
tion and help develop lasting solutions to 

the tragic public health problems con­
fronting us — from the epidemic of vio­
lence to the spread of AIDS to the terri­
ble problem of substance abuse.

But I will be giving my greatest atten­
tion to what the president has called “our 
most serious social problem,” the epi­
demic of teen pregnancy in this country.

It’s ironic that my work fighting teen 
pregnancy has been overshadowed by my 
opponents’ talk about abortion. I do be­
lieve in the right of a woman to choose. 
And I also support the president’s belief 
that abortions should be safe, legal and 
rare. But my life’s work has been dedicat­
ed to making sure that young people 
don’t have to face the choice of having 
abortions.

I have some ideas about how young 
people can avoid that difficult choice. We 
are reducing teen pregnancy in the Nash­
ville housing projects through “I Have a 
Future” — a program we started at 
Meharry Medical College back in 1987.

Our approach is to expand adolescent 
health-care programs beyond the schools 
and bring them to the community, where 
they can become a part of the fabric of 
everyday life. Encouraging abstinence 
and involving the entire community, we 
have begun to replace a culture of hope­
lessness with one that gives young people 
clear pathways to healthy futures.

In my work with young people in Nash­
ville, there is one lesson I stress above all 
others. To break the cycle of despair, you 
must learn that there is a reward for 
sacrifice. And earning that reward has a 
fringe benefit. It allows you to give some­
thing back. That is a hard lesson to learn, 
but it is one that has kept me going 
through these difficult weeks.

Having President Clinton place his 
faith in me is something I could never had 
imagined as a young boy growing up in 
the segregated South. Now, I want to 
give something back to a country that has 
rewarded my work and sacrifice, and God 
willing, I’ll have that opportunity.

By Henry Foster

ust a little over two weeks ago, 
few people outside Nashville, 
Tenn., knew anything about me. 
But after President Bill Clinton 
announced his intention to nomi­

nate Dr. Henry Foster for surgeon gen­
eral on Feb. 2, it seems as though every­
body thinks they know everything about 
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‘Roe vs. Wade dead? 

Foster debate says so
Battle for abortion rights has been won 
in the courts but lost in the streets.

LOS ANGELES — If Dr- Henry Foster cannot serve as 
surgeon general because he performed 39 abortions, 
then Roe vs. Wade is dead regardless of what the Su-

PrThe battle fo^abortion rights has been won in the 

courts and lost in the streets. Two decades after Roe, ac­
cess to abortion is increasingly difficult and dangerous. 

Last year, 20,000 medical students received a mailing 
that asked: What would you do if you found yourself in a 
room with Hitler, Mussolini and an abortionist, and you 
had a gun with two bullets?

Answer Shoot the abortionist twice.
A week later, a doctor was 

------------------ -----------killed in Florida.
In 1976, over a quarter of 

the residency programs in 
gynecology required that 
doctors learn to perform 
abortions; another 66% at 
least offered it as an option. 
By 1992, the number requir­
ing training had dropped to 
12%; in nearly one-third of 
the programs, it no longer is 
offered even as an option. 

No doctor should be re­
quired to perform abortions 
if doing so conflicts with his 
or her moral beliefs. But you 
shouldn’t have to risk your 
life to practice gynecology. 
And you shouldn't have to 

give up on public service because you help women exer­
cise their constitutional rights.

Over one-fourth of all abortion clinics reported death 
threats last year. The Massachusetts chnics where two 
receptionists were killed had been targets of daily pick­
eting for over a year. Many clinics routinely issue bullet­
proof vests to doctors who perform abortions. Some fly

doctors in from out of state because no one locally will 
do the procedures. In much of the country, there are no 
clinics and no hospitals where abortions are perform^. 

What message does it send to young doctors if 39 abor- 

most of his critics combined. If he is vulnerable, so is

helped, many of them victims of rape and incest? Did he

ing punished? 
No one likes abortion, 

least of all the women 
who make the difficult 
choice to terminate a 
pregnancy. Most Ameri­
cans, like Foster, believe 
abortion should be safe, 
legal and rare. But most 
don’t participate as ac­
tively in politics as do the 
minority who oppose
abortion rights does. 

The religious right may 
not control the Republi­
can Party. But it wields 
enormous power within 
it, power with a clearly 
religious objective.

In 1994, one-third of the 
electorate identified
themselves as white, 
evangelical born-agains; 
69% of them voted Re- 

J publican. Religious con­
servatives claim they made the difference in 25 House 
races and at least six Senate campaigns. The Christian 
Coalition distributed 33 million voter guides to churches. 
It ran a massive Election Day operation.

It’ll do even more in 1996. Presidential politics re­
wards intensity. In each party, activists tend to dominate 
the nomination process. Who else goes to caucuses. Who 
else works in primaries? That’s why the coalition s; de­
mand that the GOP presidential and vice presidential 
nominees both be anti-abortion carries so much weight 

Religious conservatives have every right to partici­
pate in the political process. The challenge they pose is 
not to the system but to the rest of us.

COUNTERPOINTS’ tour columnists ProvideTdL2®^.??fS???'1

Access to abortion

► In five states and 
the District of Colum­
bia. the number of 
abortion providers in­
creased between 1982 
and 1992. The states: 
Delaware, Hawaii, Ne­
braska, Rhode Island 
and South Carolina.
► The other 45 

states saw a decrease.
► Nationwide, the 

number of abortion 
providers decreased 
18% during that period.
► Eighty-four per­

cent of counties have 
no provider.

Source: National Abortion 
Rights Action Lbum



Hear Dr. Foster out
at Senate hearing
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Jr. ■

' the job to “draw attention and

RDM 

Joseph R, Biden Jr., D-Del. The 
former chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee has said of the nomina-
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- without any controversy. It’s not 
like this is the only doctor in the 
world.”

Is that the criterion for a surgeon 
general, especially in a nation 
where there is universal agreement 
that teen pregnancy is at a crisis 
point? With a Congress hammering 
out welfare reform that will penal­
ize unwed teen mothers while doing 
little to prevent teen pregnancy in 
the first place?

It will be about six weeks before 
the Foster nomination is expected 
to come before the Senate. Let the 
debate between now and then focus

Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., Presi­
dent Clinton’s choice for surgeon 
general, deserves his day in court, 
in this case a confirmation hearing 
before the Senate, if only to ad­
dress several vital points. Among 

“* I them validating what is supposed 
to be a democratic process in this 

0 country — not a witch hunt — 
J and affirming that abortion is a 
J legal procedure in this country that 
; physicians’ careers should not rise 
J and fall on.

• Yes, the hearing also would like-
• ly air why the White House and
' Foster himself fumbled in earlier

help develop lasting solutions 
to the tragic public health 
problems confronting us, from 
the epidemic of violence to the 
spread of AIDS to the terrible 
problem of substance abuser" 
deserves to defend his reputa­
tion and his career.

► The administration 
should stand by the nominee, 
and the process should go for­
ward.
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tion: “They should have taken the 
 finest doctor they could find in the 

istration this time has decided to be country, someone near retirement 
aggressive in standing by the Fos- x
ter nomination, with Vice President
Al Gore, for one, repudiating ef­
forts to trounce the nomination 
before it ever gets to the Senate.

“There are people in this country
who want to criminalize a woman’s 
right to choose, and they are trying
to make Dr. Foster a victim... in
order to make an ideological politi­
cal point and win on behalf of the 
extremists,” Gore said this week. 
“We are not going to let the 
extremists defeat this man.”

The Foster nomination will be a  
very tough fight, particularly in the on his~credentials7Then? at the ’ 
face of sentiments like thosejrf Sen. confirmation hearing, let Ameri­

cans not only hear Foster out — 
let them hear what their senators 
have to say.

The Reporter Dispatch
Serving Westchester 

since 1917

? he performed — 39 instead of 12. 
' Far more importantly, however, 
J that misstep would finally be put in 
} perspective against Foster’s 38- 
Jyear career of delivering more than 
110,000 babies and making strides 
i-with successful teen pregnancy pre- 
‘vention programs.

Not only does Foster deserve 
that opportunity — future nomi­
nees and other physicians in this 
country would be assured that 
those who support Roe vs. Wade 
will not be abandoned in the face of 
guerrilla warfare that tries to inti­
midate and humiliate those who 
would perform a legal procedure.

After a history of regularly 
bailing out on its so-called “trou­
bled” nominees, the Clinton admin-

At issue
7 ► TUe j----------

S^£y
W. Fosta-Jr.
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the nation’s V 
16th surgeon 
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cause of cim- 
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RHETA GRIMSLEY JOHNSON

T he bully is stalking the nation- 
I al playground once again,

f

__ L

Don’t let bully 
intimidate you

The anti-abortion fanatics op­
pose educating our children 
about birth control. They oppose 
distributing birth control de­
vices. They oppose ending un­
wanted pregnancies, no matter 
the circumstance, no matter the 
law.

Then some have the unmiti­
gated gall to oppose helping the 
children of poverty once they are 
here amongst us. Out of the 
womb, on your own.

The numbers in endless polls 
from opposite political camps 
show that the American public 
by and large believes in a wom­
an’s choice. But politicians have 
a hard time reacting to anything 
but the squeakiest wheel, or 
hearing above the din of a talk ra­
dio blunderbuss. (Moreover, it 
must be hard for them to ignore 
the image of abortion doctors be­
ing gunned down on their way 
into the clinics. With spineless 
politicians, intimidation works.)

Abortion is not the only issue 
that refuses to be melded by pub­
lic opinion or law or fact. It has 
been truly amazing, for instance, 
to watch Bill Clinton’s presiden­
cy come unhinged by taunts from 
the right about his opposition to 
the Vietnam War. Never mind 
that, by its end, the majority op­
posed it, too.

The death last week of former 
U.S. Sen. J. William Fulbright 
was a poignant reminder, for 
those who seem to have forgot­
ten, that Vietnam was a war that 
divided the nation, with the op­
ponents finally outnumbering 
the supporters. And opponents 
were not only the young, targeted 
for cannon fodder. Older, cooler 
heads as well saw the folly for 
what it was.

Where, then, are those like­
minded people when Bill Clinton 
is portrayed as a coward and a 
traitor? Where are the pro-choice 
voices now to remind Congress 
that abortion is a settled issue? 
Are we so intimidated that we’ve 
become a nation of toadies, hop­
ing the bully won’t look our way? 

There may be a good reason 
to defeat the nomination of Fos­
ter. His legal, ethical practice of 
medicine is not it.

sending decent but cowardly folk 
into hiding, sometimes render­
ing the majority speechless.

It is a pathetic sight to watch 
as Dr. Henry Foster Jr. — whom 
peers describe as a distin­
guished, seasoned and even self­
less healer — takes public abuse 
for performing what the U.S. Su­
preme Court decided decades 
ago was a legal and ethical medi­
cal procedure. Often a life-sav­
ing procedure.

The court based its decision 
on the U.S. Constitution. And — 
though it is neither here nor 
there, nor proof of any right or 
wrong — the majority of citizens 
happen to agree with that ruling 
and depend on its authority.

So why the ruckus about Fos­
ter, who acknowledges that dur­
ing the 38 years of his obstetri­
cian-gynecologist practice he 
sometimes aborted babies? He 
far more often delivered or doc­
tored them. Why the scattering 
of political support that he badly 
needs to become the new sur­
geon general since the old one 
was driven from office for 
candor?

Would the same shrill critics 
be questioning the behavior of a 
nominee if he were a veteran de­
fense lawyer who had represent­
ed murderers? A dentist who had 
done root canals? Has the Con­
tract With America become a 
higher document in this land 
than the Constitution?

-

Y

i
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Stop using Foster as political football

Jives arc using the issue to stoni 
being considered for the posith
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four historically Black medical schools in 
America and, while there, founded the T 
Have a Future” program. It rcpoitedly 
has a very successful record of limiting 
teen pregnancies by urging youngsters to 
delay sexual activities, develop employ­
ment skills nnd build self esteem.

He has said that he wauls to make a 
campaign against teen pregnancies a cen­
tral point of Iris tenure as surgeon 
general. That credible goal is definitely 
in the best interest of all Americans.

As the nation's main health advisor, 
tire surgeon general is expected to pro­

tect Americans’ health, spearhead 
research on major health concerns, issue 
warnings to tho public on dangers to 
health and direct the U.S. Public Health 
Service (a division of the DopL of Health 
and Human Services). These are things 
that Dr. Foster seems to have the abili­
ties, history and demeanor to perform in 
an excellent manner

America needs a qualified surgeon 
general. Dr. Foster seems to fit the bill. 
That being the case, it’s time to etop the 
political gamesmanship and get the con- 
flnnuthxi hearings started.

It’s lime for Congress to Judge Dr. awde and some senators and representa- 
ilenry Flistcr Jr. pn whathe has done and lives arc using the issue to stonewall his 
what its value it to ths American public, being considered for the position. As a 
not on how his past actions fit into tho result, the whole situation is being kicked 
conservativea’, liberals’ or moderates’ around like the proverbial political foot­
political agendas. ball. This is doing a great disservice to the

Tl»c surgeon general is the chief med- American people.
icul officer of the federal government — Dr. Foster has already received the 
not just of the Democrats, Rcpublicruis, endorsement of the American Medical 
other political parties or any acctor of Association, one of the country s most 
their organizations — but of the whole prestigious health organizations. Ho has 
national government. a remarkable Iristory in that he is a ferr-

Congress is currently wrestling with rier acting president of Meharry Medical 
tho exact number of abortions Dr. Foster College in Nashville, TVnn., one of the
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activists who dominate GOP

Monday night chief hatchet man of the Reli-

35^ £

 surgeon 
un prepared to go Buchanan,

Fostefsfoes 
have 
engaged in 
a deplorable 
form of New 
McCarthyism

Specter's Profile in Courage 
■a*S?MJ K are cowermg in fear before whatever their
WW the anti-abortion lobby. Senator 5^2® _2 feelings about abortion, believe m 

Arlen Specter legairight to choose to have one.

fX to be US. surgeon general. IT<>r FMr“““ggj“ta „£cb tor

.JUS! 15SS
shire voters at a fo- has “committed m ’ “S not mor-

S'M^wgo 53SirX&-—‘O-’*

5S.“.:s~rtS“= 

 qualified from be- mg

SWS SS^Stand^P^^
al of L-
abortions, which is - — -l(

he may alienate many of the right-wing

cal crime, but a legal, safe and consutuuo^

credit for having the guts to
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me.

the homes of families living in grinding 
poverty and fed the palpable sense of 
hopelessness in their fives, you begin to

uture — a program we 
Meharry Medical College

Words that matter in Washington are 
not in dictionaries in the rest of Ameri-

, we have

iK root, 
lost America is

ever gr 
mvself

I

attacks do not define me. I know who I

few things during my 38 years as a substance abuse. But I will be giving my I’ll have that opportunity.

benefit It allows 
 back. That is a 

les’scn to learn, but it is one that

I have some ideas about bow young 
. ‘: can avoid that difficult choice, 

'e 'are reducing teen pregnancy in the

people outside Nashville knew any- teen pregnancy that have prepared me

I have been lace to face with real nancy in this country.
i It’s ironic that my work fighting teen

general on Feb. 2. it seems like every- see low birth-weight babies bom to pregnancy has been overshadowed by
body thinks he knows everything about mothers not yet old enough to drive a my opponent’ talk about abortion. I

.. c i woman to
reallv means. When you visit choose. And I also support the presi-
ies of families living in grinding dent’s belief that abortions should be

there waiting and watchingT When I go be unaviL but lean handle than. When
to my office, they follow me into the people askmewtar I want to be surgeon ^e^

-neral I know the answer Nashville housing projects through “I
When you ve had the good fortune to Have a Future" - 7 program we

lent 
------------ ------------------------ social 
problem.” the epidemic of teen preg-

‘Why I Want to Be Surgeon General’
greatest attention to what the presidi 
has called “our most serious sex

general I know the answer.

participate in the miracle of birth as 
many times as I have, it is difficult to 
stand on the sidelines and watch so

It is difficult to look around America 
today and see so much needless suffer-

Stakeouts. Live shots. Talking

In my work with young people in 
’ lashville, there is one lesson I stress 
above all others. To break the cycle of

that has polarized this country for can draw attention and help develop could never have imagined as a young
many years. But the attacks do hurt. lasting solutions to the tragic public boy growing up in the segregated

1 cannot say that my work as a doctor health problems confronting us — from South. Now. I want to give something
----------1 — r— .i— . .v ,--------, • . ■ ‘  1 back to a country that has rewarded my 

---------- -------------------------------- ---------- the terrible problem of work and sacrifice, and God willing,

I clear pathways to healthy futures.

non heanngs before the Senate. kind from taking root
People who have never met me ana- But not America is 1 

lyze my character and my life’s work, forward to confront both our health rcwaru ior saou
They attack me personally before they care crisis of values that reward has a fri
---- "ave me a chance to introduce has led t0 far loo much irresponsible

or tell my story. But those behavior. As your surgeon general I

HENRY FOSTK

The writer u the nominee for US. nngeon general

Just a little over a week ago. few doctor, a teacher and a crusader against

thing about me. But after President to be a good surgeon general ' 
Clinton announced his intention to I
nominate Dr. Henry Foster for surgeon life-and-death challenges. When you 
general on Feb. 2. it seems like every- see low birth-weight babies bom to

motners not yet oia enough to onve a my opponents talk about i
car. you have an appredanon of what do believe in the right of a woman to 
trauma 1—n"-------”n-------------- ' . • • .

started at
back in 1987. Our approach is to 
expand adolescent health care pro-

them to the community, where they can

moving despair, you must learn that there is a 
r health reward for sacrifice. And earning that 

reward has a fringe benefit It allows 
you to give something back. That is a 

 _ . hard lesson to learn, but it is one that
beheve I can turn the small rippies of bas kept me going through these diffi-

am and what 1 stand for. 1 also know success that we have produced into cult weeks. Having President Clinton
that 1 am a symbol in a larger debate great waves of progress. 1 believe that I place his faith in me is something I
.u-. v— — i—j r— can draw attention and help develop could never have imagined as a young

lasting solutions to the tragic public boy growing up in the segregated

entirely prepared me for these two the epidemic of violence to the spread back to a country that has rewarded my 
turbulent weeks. But I have learned a of AIDS to the terrible problem of work and sacrifice, and God willing,

become a part of the fabric of everyday

me over and over again. And all before from lhose a^^ values

Two weeks ago. no one, not even my
wife, St. Gair. my daughter, Myrna, 
and my son. Wendell — as devoted as poverty and fed the palpable sense of safe, legal and rare. But my life’s work
they are — followed my every move and hopelessness in their lives, you begin to has been dedicated to making sure that
every word with rapt’attention. Now, tmderstand what it is to be up against young people don’t have to face the
when I wake up in the morning and odds. Compared to that, shouted choice of having abortions,
look out my window, the press is out questions and overheated rhetonc may • ■--------------- ■

— ..iy office, they fc  
elevator. And walking down the street,
1 have been punched in the face, 
inadvertently. I think, with one of those 
huge microphones you see on TV. I 
have never seen anything else like it.

1 have even picked up a new lexicon. 
Words that matter in Washington are 
not in dictionaries in the rest of Ameri- lcxjay
ca. They certainly never taught me ■ X 
these words in medical school or the j 
debvery room: Sound bites. Boom
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How to Get Consensus for Nominee

uproar over

In another time and another place, a
then get on with the job of prescribing

ers were
EDITORIAL BRIEF

person and the moral fabric of a nation 0^^ physicians gave us the Hippo­
that accepts the abortion of the life of a cralic ^ath, an oath that became the

Iour value system and our mind-set with my itfe practice my art.... I 
regard to the nature and worth ofclife gjyg no deadly medicine to anyone 
itself that is the central question con- lfa^ed nor suggest any such counsel;

I

physicianforourgreatland? y X’Sc^proviJ- that bitter pill this nation hungers for.

r V/x/tn cnroAnn peneral . 7 t Ir .u—-
under Pres.dents Ronald R^n and
George Bush, quotes the RevoJ®5* wen. dom ^hod work. They

Give this nation a man or woman 
r these 

see a

will abstain from every voluntary act of 
mischief and corruption, and further, 
from the seduction of females or males, 
bond or free. ... While I continue to 
keep this oath unviolated, may it be

Journal of Commerce
■ The Energy Department already 
billions of dollars over budget In Its 
effort to srte a high-level nuclear waste 
dump in Nevada, now wants more 
money for the job.

Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary has 

et rules to improve the departments

about what it means to be the represen-
tative ]

1977: wanted to restore trust in the healing
“What happens to the mind of a And so. in 600 B.C., these ancient

Why is it that the country is in an Absentee:^Sleof t^a^^tSb^Sma 

uproar over the nommauon of Dr. drugs, - no^ucallv all times, but should I trespass and
Henn’ Foster Jr. for surgeon general. Is cuity. all shou and Shattered violate this oath, may the reverse be my
it simply a plov of the pro-life lobbyists incorrect ways. Broken an .
to denigrate the career of a physician lives end up at e oors o , p Give this nation a man or woman 
who w^once one of President George care msutuuo^ w^ung a omck
Bush’s “points of light”? Or is it and we as health care prosndos have
something more deeply seated in the violated a sacred trust and gi OTr.„-a—-h nf cunnort for that

fronting mankind. Failure to answer furdiermore. 1 will not give to a woman and rightly ao. 
the question affirmatively may leave us M instrument to produce abortion. ... i
with a hell right here on Earth.” - ■ 1 r —- r

In mv conversations with patients,
colleagues and other health care profes­
sionals. there is a consensus that the
country has gone to hell morally, and
we are suffering the medical conse­
quences of our sin. Yes, I said sin.

MORMAN MINDREBO

The umter, of Omaha, u on orthopedic wirgeon.

baby without a pang of conscience? bedrock of modern Western
What kind of a person and what kind of medione. People know what to expect w 7, ---------------  —
a society will we have 20 years hence if from dieir physician because of this asKed Congress for a change in budg-
life can be taken so casually? It is that ■ et rules to improve the department’s
question, the question of our attitude, wilh p^ty with Holiness I will access to a fund paid by utility compa-

■----- 2_j —. --.i. ... . ---------------- r ny rate-payers.
Not a chance, said Senate Budget 

Committee Chairman Pete Domenlcl.

for <be on. »d. qgSSSX.

answer. It’s time tor nuclear-powered 
electnc utilities to take over the job and 
figure out for themselves how to bury 
their radioactive waste.



The Wrong Target

Fighting for
Dr. Foster.

women to understand the theory, 
once grasped in this country, that for 
youngsters the way to avoid preg­
nancies is not to have sexual inter­
course. Failing that — condoms.

The remarkable thing is not his 
own teaching on abstinence but that 
he got many young women to agree. 
He should get a medal for that silly 
Surgeon General's uniform.

Dr. Foster denies he said he per­
formed only one abortion but that he 
remembers one most — for a woman 
with AIDS. Of course he does. One 
day 1 walked through a pediatrics 
ward in a New York hospital and 
saw two babies, brother and sister 
about a year apart Both were dying 
of AIDS. I think still about the moth­
er and wonder if by now she had a 
third AIDS baby, as the ward pedia­
trician thought she would.

So let the hearings decide whether 
he should be Surgeon General or that 
an abortion audit is more important 
than his life’s work.

Let’s hope Dr. Foster has the cour­
age to refuse any suggestions that 
may come from the Administration 
or elsewhere that he should with­
draw before or during the hearings.

President Clinton has promised to 
stick by him. Mr. Clinton has several 
times failed to stay the route on 
issues ranging from nominations to 
human rights. So he has to pay the 
reasonable price of lingering skepti­
cism about his promises.

The hearings are as much about 
the constancy of pro-choice politi-

members of Congress who were pro­
choice when they contemplated the 
women’s vote at election time but 
now edge away from Dr. Foster be­
cause the anti-abortionists are show­
ing how hard they will fight

There is nervous hoo-ha among 
some pro-choice people about how 
many abortions Dr. Foster per­
formed and whether he gave an ac­
curate accounting in the beginning.

The only worthwhile answer is 
that he performed as many as he 
thought he had to. But the goal of his 
professional life was getting young

San Francisco

For the first couple of days, the
issue seemed quite clear — and the
adversary.

The anti-abortion movement is us­
ing all its power to kill the nomina­
tion as Surgeon Genera) of a respect­
ed physician because he has carried
out a medical procedure not only
legal but constitutionally upheld by
the Supreme Court.

So 1 reacted simply against the
anti-abortionists for using their po­
litical clout to block Dr. Henry W.
Foster Jr. Where would it leave us if
a nominee were blocked for acting
completely within the law?

My mind was poised for the key­
board when it struck me that I had
the wrong target.

Like most Americans I’m not
"pro-abortion" but I am pro the
right of women to make their own
decisions, whether or not the reason
or the social esthetic coincides with
my tastes.

The unrelenting pressure by the
pro-life movement disgusts me. I do
not mean only the murders at clin­
ics. I think they come from a fringe
for whom the only answer is life
imprisonment, at least

But blocking access to the clinics,
thrusting disgusting posters, shout­
ing threats and hounding clinic em­
ployees — that is a deliberate tactic
of the anti-abortion movement itself.

Have we forgotten when blockade,
vilification and harassment were the
weapons of the left, particularly in
the universities? They brought the
same results the pro-lifers now be­
stow upon the country — contempt
for law, hatred as a substitute for
civil discourse and ugliness, mean
indelible ugliness.

But thinking through the Foster
case I realized that like pro-life
Americans there are acts and be­
liefs, however legal, that would
make me oppose a nominee and fight
his election or confirmation.

I would fight anybody with a Fas­
cist, Stalinist or racist record. And I
suggested the ouster of Dr. Joycelyn
Elders as Surgeon General because I
thought she was helping open.the
door to drug legalization.

To the pro-life movement the act
of abortion itself, not just the Su­
preme Court's opinion, touches pas­
sions. Anti-abortionists are no more
likely to change than I am to support
a PAC for Louis Farrakhan.

So the target of those who support
Dr. Foster — particularly in the-cians, including the President of the 
White House — should be not just the United States, as about Dr. Henry W. 
unconvertible pro-life movement but Foster Jr. — more. 

On My Mind
A. M. ROSENTHAL

N.Y. Timea; 2-14-95
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Playing a numbers game with Foster

do tend to add up. It might be amusing,
but certainly not embarrassing, if an

and,
to many women, just as indispensable
—“ as other medical services.

in -»«-w««u«b

review of hospital records indicated the

because of a miscalculation so trivial it

But why the clucking and the cracks? a surgeon
general nominee.

ter’s defense, any doctor asked to pin-

I por­
es po

HHS ORD ROV
February 14, 1995

C0UQ ■ WfcU1 J bC cioser t0 8°; alHhose cially over a 3D*yctu period would 
?"b^Juess Of course,*110

FEB-17-95 FRI 16:18 
itar Tribune (MN):

alone, they’re searching for other mlu-

one would object if Foster had underes­
timated the number of laparoscopic ex-

nal about seeking medical services — 
and nothing underhanded about under­
estimating. And since the number is 
1—1 - -
fretting over it in the fi'rst’place?

There’s no more point, really, than in 
playing a similar numbers ^ame with 
the new nominee for surgeon general. 
Wlien Dr. Henry Foster was first asked

about the sabotage attempt now under­
way. The people firing spitballs at Dr. 
Foster are doing so not because his 
metnop' is imperfect, but simply be­
cause he’s a gynecologist and has of-

But why the clucking LC_aJ“Son ,0 djsdualify a surgeon

Surgeon general
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America, not whether he is a good administrator or a 
good doctor or a good man. If you're just tuning in.

V

*C-

COUNTERPOINTS

By NDchaai Gartner

-

Estrich. Mondays: Tony Snow. Tuasdsys: Michael Gartner.

► Foster nomination, 12A

LAWRENCE

__________ __ Yet the debate is not whether Foster would be a 
ethics of sound bites. Not eood sur8eon generat not whether he would help nur-

gotten out of hand.
If you read everything

Lawrence said that day in , , t ------------------ --—-c
November and if you look who know no betIer-1110,6 0856 of Dr- Foster, it's the 
at his accomplishments in Ch^an n^it, which should know better.

bringing minorities to Rutgers, you will see be is a 11115 P1!ln^°n «s out of hand. Now is the time to stop 
champion of equality. He is not a rarid He has said iL 7116 Rutg®15 1)081x1 must explain to the young that
one dumb thing, and he has apologized. no one 15 Perfect That they, too, will make mistakes

If we are to debate whether he is suited to run 85 they grow older. But that a life cannot be judged by 
Rutgers, should we not debate his full record? a sound bite- 11,6 h08”1 raust stand by its man.

But a debate carried on by placards and demon- 1116 President too, must stand by his man. He must 
strations and quotes out of context doesn't allow for exPlflin that this is not a one-issue country, that there 
that It is not a debate; it is an inquisition. 800(1 81,(1 decent PeeP1® on 811 sides of debates.

If you look at the record of Foster, you will say this . At Rutgers the young must learn, in Washington the 
is a man who cares about the health of America, who 1181,1 must learn« 88(1 across the nation we all must 
wants young mothers to thrive and their babies to sur- learn: Thor®’5 8 difference between democracy and 
vive. If you look at his record over three decades, you mob°cracy.
will say this is a man who has made a difference. COUNTERPOINTS’ four columnists provide views from di-

You will also say this is a doctor who performed 39 vefse Perspectives on today's issues. Wednewlay: Linda Cha-

lion times a year for the past 20 years.

E3Put an end to drive-by smearers
As in Foster, Rutgers president cases,
we go after careers with impunity.

AMES, Iowa — By all accounts, Francis Lawrence
has had a distinguished academic career and has 
been a fine president at Rutgers University.

By all accounts, Henry Foster has had a distin­
guished career as an obstetrician and a medical ad­
ministrator in Nashville.

Yet Lawrence is in danger of being fired by
Rutgers, and Foster is likely to be rejected by the Sen­
ate for a job he is well-suited for.

It's all because of sound bites and instant analysis. FOSTER
Not sound bites on TV,

which at least knows the

h^nt analySs by anchor h11"6 88(1 nourish the men and women and children of 
men, who at least know *----- - "" -----------* ------------------------
how to analyze instantly. - ---------- ------------<=—.

No, these are the sound you *1 thmk Foster was some back-alley operator who 
bites of gossip the instant did nothing but abortions all his life, 
analyses of placards. They Thars 11,6 wa? 11115 dehate is being framed — it's
are the quotes, misquote about HenrY Foster' abortionist, not about Dr. Foster, 
and twistquotes passed and “no^hir and caregiver.
along by those unyielding , WeVe become a nation of drive-by smearers — go- 
in their cause or unforgiw ln8 after reputations and careers with the reckles- 
ing in their person. ness 811(1 randomness with which we shoot people on

It is unfair, and it has freeways. The media may be abetting — or, depend- 

media stirring the pot. ' ' ' '
In the case of President Lawrence, its the young,

about Henry Foster, abortionist, not about Dr. Foster, 

We’ve become a nation of drire-by smearers — go-

ness and randomness with which we shoot people on

ing on your outlook, simply reporting — but it’s not the

Sc
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ONGRESS and the nation deserve to gram, started by Foster in Nashville’s medical colleagues in this region who've 
\_z hear from Dr. Henry Foster Jr. be- public housing projects. The visit not only been inspired by Foster's contribution to

of his nomination as surgeon general.

al, aaasti

 

After hearings, senators 
can decide for themselves

 

^13

Let them hear from the young doctors 
Foster recruited to help bring the historic 
merger of Meharry and Nashville Gener­
al hospital about Let them hear from his

Keep an open mind 
on Foster nomination

Many members of the Senate, howev­
er, don’t know him. Some are under­
standably confused over what they read 
and what they hear about his work.

For those senators, as well as for the 
nominee himself, Foster deserves a fair 
hearing. The Senate and the nation de­
serve the chance to hear Foster speak

abortions. Now, many senators, especial­
ly those who oppose abortion, are being 
asked to judge Foster’s long and distin­
guished career solely on the basis of 
those procedures.

Those senators should have traveled to 
Nashville Monday with Vice President Al 
Gore to see the “I Have a Future” pro-

the nomination with fuzzy reports on how “ nomination.

o^etrt^/^e^ogist.^in'the'Mtional 0168 0131 destr°y t0° y°un« ^es. 
spotlight for the first time, offered an L-- X- — -r

ISN'T IT Mmir 
VWW SOAK RESHECWl 

tb Wffl A Sftfi.

This newspaper has known Foster for 
many years. It knows that he is an honor­
able man, a distinguished physician and

numbers—a failure Foster acknowFedg- youngsters who do have a future thanks ““ ” “-e—“ «“**-••
es. T_____ 2 1______  ___ *“ ” " “■ 1 *—■* -
angered even Democratic supporters program that preaches against drugs and

> : V ■ ~

i ne iennessean

and condemns violence.
 And let them hear the remarkable sta­

tion faced well-organized, shrill oppo- ry of Foster, the only black in his class at 
nents in the anti-abortion forces deter- University of Arkansas medical 
mined to defeat Foster for no other school who graduated with top honors.    ~~
reason than that he has pertormed legal )earn about Fosters career at himself about his career and his phUcso-

„ Tuskegee University where he started Pty-
a health service for poor mothers and And at the very least, the members of 
infants that's been widely imitated. the U.S. Senate should keep an open 

Let the Senate hear about his service 1111,1(1 on Foster’s nomination until they 
at Meharry where he served as dean of hear him Personally. Those who refuse to 
the medical school and later as acting listen cannot judge his worth. And those 
president wh0 cannot judge his worth for them­

selves are shirking their duties as sena­
tors. ■

-

fore any decision is made on the future underscored the White House’s commit- the medical profession in Nashville. Let 
* ■ - ----- -—-i-. ment to the nomination but gave this city them hear from national medical associ-
Certainly, the White House fumbled a chance to show off a model program atjOns that enthusiastically back Foster’s

many abortions Foster performed. The t0 shun 1116 ^olence and teen pregnan-
J . ... ’ . /Mac thof Hnrfrritr man«r vniinn lit fat*

j 2 _i L611116 Senate and the nation hear the w  u 
off-the-cuff estimate without checking the story about “I Have a Future” from the excellent nominee for surgeon gener

Those shortcoming, however, have t0 Henry Foster. Let them learn about a

who wonder if this isn’t another case of a f°r abstinence, that builds self-esteem 
misguided White House appointment

To make matters worse, the nomina-
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Sticking with Foster
T t’s hard to imagine how the Clinton ad-
I ministration could have handled any­
thing more poorly than it has the nomina­
tion of Dr. Henry Foster, an obstetridan/gy- 
necologist, to the post of surgeon general. 
His specialty, and the political sensitivity of 
many of the tasks that ob/gyns perform, was 
bound to render him controversial.

Yet where it should have been up-front 
■ about Foster’s record, the White House twice 
misstated the number of abortions he had 

, performed - first it was one, then no more 
than a dozen, now it’s 39 - and behaved as 
though it wanted to hide the facts of a career 
about which the doctor has no reason to be 
ashamed, making him an easy target in a 
pointless numbers game. If having perform­
ed abortions over the course of one’s medical 
career renders a doctor unsuited to be sur­
geon general, then the Clinton administra­
tion, or any other, may as well forget about 
ever trying to name an ob/gyn to the post.

Most ob/gyn’s of Foster’s generation were 
trained to perform abortions. That Foster

02-14-95 02:40PM P002 #07

performed 39, or that in the 1970’s he per­
formed a handful of hysterectomies on pro­
foundly retarded women, or that he super­
vised trials of an abortion-inducing drug 
should not earn him the scarlet letter that 
many Republicans, and some Democrats, 
seem determined to pin on him.

Now the controversy generated by the mis­
handling of the nomination threatens to ob­
scure the useful qualifications he could 
bring to the post: years of experience trying 
to reduce infant mortality, teenage pregnan­
cy and the spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases, counseling young people to delay 
sexual activity and dispensing sensible ad­
vice about birth control.

Those are complex issues in a country 
where opinions differ so widely on how to ad­
dress teen sexuality. But surely there’s no 
sense in jettisoning a nominee who has 
spent a 38-year career examining them. If it 
stands for anything, the administration 
should stick with him now.
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"We don’t have to tear a ~ he asked his congre.
lynch mob commg 10 “ut gation to participate in a letter-
of our houses in the middle^of 8 campaign to support
the night,” Mr. SmithBut nominatiPon^ The Progres-
there are other kinds of mobs. *> NatiOnal Baptist Conven

gency as it applies to kids,’slie

^.r

jWashirigtbWh [

yet to see the right come up 
with a strategy for what to do 
with a life once it’s here."

Mr. Smith will encourage Dr. 
Foster to continue to seek the 
post as the nation's public­
health advocate. As part of an 
effort to mobilize support for

Pastor praises Foster’s postnatal priorities
 .... .. V ■. n.. 11; -L1^' church provides a varietyof_ tor^hat about troubled teen-

orob- the rise of teen pregnancy drug

I—4 TT’- J.

mhfJ
speaks the narrow-minded, fun­
damentalist language they ap 
prove of, you will be discred- 
ited," Mr. Smith said. “The 
African-American community 
is shocked by the meanness of 
the crowd in Washington now.” 

"We don’t have to fear a 

use and violent deaths among 
youth? Apparently. Dr. F°sjer 
cares, with his "I Have A fu­
ture" program that s helped 
countless teens and their fam 
dies in the Nashville housing

Pr Which brings us to the larger 

issue When are we going to in­
vest as much time and energy 
in the thousands ol children 
who tire literally dying daily as 
they attempt to survive m sub 
human conditions as we invest 

in the unlMitn'
While Ibis iMilincal furor 

over the Foster nomination and 
abortion rages on. community 
workers like Vera Johnson 
Bowlding. associate director ol 
the Sasha Bruce Youthworks 
Inc., must struggle with mas 
sive cutbacks in programs such 
as the discontinued Turning 
Points project 

"We are in a stale of emer­
gency as it applies to kids/ she 
said. "We need to deal with the 
children who are alive.”

7he minister of the ihere are other kinds of mobs.’ ____

Dr. Foster is not known as tjon which represents 2.5 mil- 
“anybody who is pro-abortion,’ • s •—15 ot
he said Neither the minister

.  *. — . ■ a *
11 V/1 C11W --------- ,
on demand but recognize there 
can be limited, extenuating cir­
cumstances" where it is accept­
able, he said.

“I’m pro-life,” said Mr. Smith.
"I believe in celebrating life
from beginning to end, not just 
when it's a fetus and then forget
about it once it’s born. I have

What about troubled teen- 
— who need an experienced

lion people, including those at 
11C  Shiloh Baptist, has already pre-
nor the doctor support abortion ed a |etter t0 be sent to the

-- -------------- ..,h„rA wh.te House

Mr Smith is also organizing 
a coalition of Protestants, Cath- 
olics and Jews to counter Dr. 
Foster’s critics and “to demon­
strate that the religious right 
does not speak for all 
Christendom.”

Mr. Smith, whose innercity

working with him on local prob­

lems. , ..
While in Nashville, Mr 

Smith remembered how church 
members wanted to assist a 
recently-separated woman with 
six children. Unbeknownst to 
them. Dr. Foster voluntarily 
started mentoring her teen son. 
who was beginning to misbe 
have. The doctor, a TUskegee 
Airman, got the 13 year old in 
terested in flying

Mr. Smith is correct about 
one thing: Dr Foster is the 
latest sacrificial lamb m the 
never-ending abortion debate 
This nomination is no longer 
about this physician or his qual 
ifications to serve as the na­
tion’s health-care advocate be 
yond a single issue. Nor is it 
about one man's attempts to 
make a positive difference in 
the lives and futures of young 
people who face incredible 

odds.
Who cares if the waffling 

President Clinton and his min­
ions lose another political vic-

■ -.A church provides a variety of 
““ community-oriented programs

k.wr.-

--------- —bile political pundits 
took to the airwaves 
Sunday to vilify the 

,---- , Clinton administra­
tion’s nomination of Dr. Henry 
W. Foster Jr. for surgeon gen­
eral, the Rev. Wallace Smith, 
pastor of the Shiloh Baptist 
Church in the District, took to 
the pulpit to vindicate his long­
time friend's reputation. 

"Dr. Foster is an honorable 
guy who’s been dealt an uncon­
scionable blow by the religious 
right," said Mr. Smith, adding 
that the embattled doctor is 
"one of the finest Christians 
I’ve ever known.” 

Mr. Smith developed a 
friendship with the “warm, 
tender, soft-spoken” physician 
and “well known civic leader” 
when he was f.------- ' '
First Baptist Church Capitol 
Hill in Nashville for six years 
before coming to Washington 
two years ago.

An angered Mr. Smith told 
his parishioners the Foster 
nomination is being cloaked in a 
debate by the religious right, 
which is using “abortion as a 
smokescreen” to “spearhead a 
movement to undermine „ 
African-American leadership. 

“Unless you are a narrow­
minded Uncle-lbm-type who
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■ Let’s attack the problem rather 
than the surgeon-general nominee

EPUBLICANS should see to it that Dr. Henry W. 
Foster Jr.. President Clinton’s nominee tor sur­
geon general, is given a warm welcome and a 

respectful hearing on Capitol Hill.

Americans don’t have much tolerance for petty, par­
tisan game-playing on the subject of teen-age pregnan­
cy. The problem is too serious for that

Between 1940 and 1956, only about 4 percent of 
American children were born out of wedlock. Now 
about 30 percent of American children are born to sin­
gle mothers.

Out-of-wedlock births have risen by more than 70 
percent in a decade. Should that trend continue, single 
moms will account for more than half the hint he in the 
nation by the year 2003.

The link with poverty is inescapable. Only one child 
in 10 from two-parent families lives below the poverty 
line. An astonishing 66 percent of the children of never- 
married moms live below the poverty line.

The nation is spending $34 billion a year trying to 
patch up the problems created by teen-age pregnancy.

Dr. Foster has dealt with these problems for decades, 
and he has tried to do something about them. In rural 
southeast Alabama, he was the only obstetrician for 
women in at least five counties. In Nashville, he helped 
start the “I Have a Future” program, which pushes ab­
stinence, responsibility and self-control first — and 
condoms and birth control pills second.

In his years of practice, Foster has performed a few 
dozen abortions. He also sterilized some severely re­
tarded women.

But his position on abortion should encourage pro-life 
groups, not alienate them. He thinks abortion should be 
“safe, legal and rare.” That phrase puts him squarely 
on record against a number of horrors.

Most Americans don’t want women to bleed to death 
or die from infections as a result of back-alley 
abortions.

Most Americans don’t want the government making 
family planning decisions for women — or making hu­
man tragedies a criminal matter as well.

Most Americans do want women to exercise their 
right to choose a lot earlier in the reproductive process 
than millions are doing now.

This is the centrist position. Republicans in Congress 
ought to stand up and insist that it get a fair hearing. 
Most Americans would rather attack the problem than 
the nominee.
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back-alley abortions
Since Roe vs. Wade was decided in 

January 1913, there are Americans 
who in good conseience will not vote 
for a political candidate who does

from abortion.
Today women seek legal medical 

care rather than resorting to coat

might help with support and/or 
adoption. But there are many

procedures Became of harassment 

_ . _ and fear, few physicians are
unwed mothers, tic has administered available to perform abortions 
a medical school, Mcharry Medical .. ........................................
College in Nashville, Tenn. He has 
done clinical research And he has
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American children are 
bom to single mothers.

Among Wack mothers the number
eacccds three in big job, proven administrative

experience h highly desirable. 
It helps If the surgeon gener;

today. But nearly all physicians
refer desperate woman to doctors 
brave enough to risk their lives to

provided full spectrum reproductive protect women from the risk of 

care to thousands of women, 
including 10,000 deliveries

Foster is focused on one of the 
most important Issues facing 
America out of wedlock births. By
any logical reasoning he should gel 
1D0 voles In the U S. Senate.

But Dr. Foster has done abortions
— lawful, voliuilary abortions.
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As a group 
these new 
Jamilies are 
poor to begin 
with, and they 
stay poor. The
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educated and 
their children 
will be less 
educated. 

As the 
number of 

single parent families goes up, our 
I society heroines less nnd less like 

"we want It to be. and more and 

.more an unskilled, dependent 
sheiely None ol this is newx. 

Everyone should contribute to 

solving this problem; both private 
and public sector should be involved. 

; But one person has a unique 
responsibility the surgeon general. 

■;, - _An ideal surgeon general should

making abortions lllegalp ^1/. v J0 write thfir senslora;To do )«s is births than to punish the children 

A few senatrn are morally ii'- r La; an<l ^eh‘ *Fpuidtlvely
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see votes tbiyeainot lose! Either; , wUIamf the nations best care after they are bonL Sens. Bob I
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It makes a lot more sense to avoid this. Help them do die right thing
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the problem of unwed motherhood. conscientious phyddan his 
lie or she should be highly respected colleagues at the American College 
among colleagues. Because it ii a of Obslelrk-lans and Gynecologists 

believe hiin to be, be has spent hours 

_ . urging patients to seek alternative*
It helps If Ike surgeon general has to termination of their pregnancies, 

first band experience with Individual He has referred them to others who 

patients, so he knows something of 
Ibe myriad of circumstance* which 
lead to unwanted pregnancies and 
single mothers who want to bear 
children out of wedlock. 

President Clinton has Identified 
such a person and sent bls name to

mothers are less the Senate for confirmation. Dr 
Henry W. Foster Jr. has headed a 
program that has decreased 

teen-age pregnancies and births to

unwanted pregiiSncImCa’nd unwanted 
births than Io hunt j> thA ehlM„d J
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^inki they know everything about me.

they are—followed my

or thetaught n 
delivery - •

TH£ WASHINGTON POST

dent's belief that abortions should be safe, legal 
and rare. But my life's work has been dedicated 
to making sure that young people don't have to 
face the choice of having abortions.

I have some ideas about how young people 
can avoid that difficult choice. We are reducing

Henrv Foster
Wash. Post, 2-13-95

Why I Want to Be Surgeon General

that we have produced into great waves of 
progress. 1 believe that I can draw attention and 
help develop lasting solutions to the tragic public

___________________ ______________________
micropbooea you aee^on TV. I have never seen the value of prevention. Too many people don't 
anything like it. have access to quality health care. And too many of

1 have even picked up a new lexicon. Words ua have turned away from those basic American
that matter in Washington are not in dictionar- values that can prevent violence or abuse of any

0

teen pregnancy in the Nashville housing pro­
jects through “I Have a Future"—a program we 
started at Meharry Medical College back in 
1987. Our approach is to expand adolescent 
health care programs beyond the schools and 
bring them to the community, where they can 
become a part of the fabric of everyday life. 
Encouraging abstinence and involving the entire 
conununity, we have begun to replace a culture 
of hopelessness with one that gives young peo­
ple clear pathways to healthy futures.

In my work with young people in Nashville, 
there is one lesson I stress above all others. To 
break the cycle of despair, you must learn that

there is a reward for sacrifice. And earning that 
reward has a fringe benefit. It allows you to give 
something back. That is a hard lesson to learn, 
but it is one that has kept me going through 
these difficult weeks. Having President Clinton 
place his faith in me is something I could never 
had imagined as a young boy growing up in the 
segregated South. Now, I want to give something 
back to a country that has rewarded my work and 
sacrifice, and God willing, I'll have that opportu­

nity.

The writer is a nominee for U.S. surgeon 

general.

to nominate Dr. Henry Foster for surgeon
general on Feb. 2, it seems like everybody

ewTmyTuJhUr MVroa, and my L. Wen- me why 1 want to be surgeon general, 1 know 

dell—as devoted aa they are—followed my
every move and every word with rapt attention.
How, when I wake up in the morning and look

Just a tittle over a week ago, few people of what trauma really means. When you visit the
outside Nashville knew anything about me. But homes of families living in grinding poverty and
after President Clinton announced his intention feel the palpable sense of hopelessness m then 

lives, you begin to understand what it is to be up 
against the odds. Compared to that, shouted 
questions and overheated rhetoric may be un-

I r
ii

iVto

the answer.
When you’ve had the good fortune to participate 

__  ___ in the mirsde of birth as many times as I have, it is 
out window, the press ia out there waiting difficuft to stand on the sidelines and watch so many 
and watching. When 1 go to my office, they people wasting the preoous gift of hfe.
follow me into the elevator. And walking down It is difficult to look around America today and 
the street, I have been punched in the face, see so much needless suffering. Too many children 
iSdvertently, I think, with one of those huge suffer, because their parents have not been taught

i see on TV. I have never seen the value of prevention. Too many people don t 
have access to quality health care. And too many of 

- - Words ua have turned away from those basic American
Washington are not in dictionar- values that can prevent violence or abuse of any

ies in the rest of America. They certainly never land from taking root.
’ me these words in medical achool or the But all is not lost. America is movtng forward 

___ room: Sound bites. Boom mikes. Stake- to confront both our health care crisis and the 
outs. Live shots. Talking beads. On-air analysis, crisis of values that has led to far too much 
AB dissecting me over and over again. And ail irresponsible behavior. As your surgeon general, 
before I’ve uttered one word at my confirmation I believe I can turn the small ripples of success
hearings before the Senate. that we have produced into great waves of

People who have never met me analyze my progress. 1 believe that I can draw attention and
character and my life’s work. They attack me help develop lasting solutions to the tragic public
personally before they ever give me a chance to health problems confronting us—from the epi-
introduce myself or tell my story. But those demic of violence to the spread of AIDS to the
attacks do not define me. I know who 1 am and terrible problem of substance abuse. But 1 will be
what I stand for. 1 also know that I am a symbol giving my greatest attention to what the presi-
in a larger debate that has polarized this country dent has called “our most serious social problem,
for many years. But the attacks do hurt. the epidemic of teen pregnancy in this country.

I cannot say that my work as a doctor entirely It's ironic that my work fighting teen preg- 
prepared me for these two turbulent weeks. But nancy has been overshadowed by my opponents’ 
1 have learned a few things during my 38 years talk about abortion. 1 do believe in the right of a 
as a doctor, a teacher and a crusader against woman to fh^-.^ ^lso support the presi- 

teen pregnancy that have prepared me to be a
good surgeon general.

I have been face to face with real life-and- 
death challenges. When you see low birth­
weight babies born to mothers not yet old
enough to drive a car, you have an appreciation

s
1.1
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As an obswtridaii, Foster has delivered 
10,000 babies. It wc^ld be remarkable if 
he had never performed an abortion. In his 
38 years of practice, he has averaged one 
abortion a year. As the respected acting di­
rector of Nashville’s Kieharry Medical Col­
lege, Foster has worked hard to prevent 
teenagers from becoming pregnant,

“1 believe in the right of a woman to 
choose,” Foster told medical students at 
George Washington University on Friday. 
“Aid I also support the president’s belief 
that abortions should be safe, legal and 
rare. The irony of the debate is my life’s 
work has been dedicated to making sure 
that young people don't have to face the 

of abortions.”
Rep. Dan Coats, R-Ind., says the litmus 

test isn’t oboctian but the truth. Well, Fos­
ter has gone to great lengths to tell the 
truth, researching thousands of hospital 
records to get an exact mi mt. of abortinns he 
performed. He also acknowledged presid­
ing over a study of an experimental drug 
that induced abortions in 55 of 60 women.

This numbers game wouldn't be neces­
sary except some extremists still want to 
convince us that abortion is the new com­
munism. Hardly. If a a right protected by 
the Ccnsamtion.

Don’t dump Dr. R>ster
By'performing abortions, Clinton’s nominee for surgeon general 

has committed no crime, despite his McCarthye^que critics

OSEPH MCCARTHY is risen
from the grave. “Are you now, or
have you ever been, a doctor who
performs abortions?” This is the
unspoken test thaf s haing applied
to the candidacy of Dr. Henry Fos­
ter to be U.S. surgeon general.

His nomination is an unfortu­
nate battleground on which to re­

fight the right to abortion, which was es­
tablished 22 years ago in Roe vb. Wade ^nd
reaffirmed by the U.S; Supre^iB Court in
■Tima 1992. But the fanatic right hog rnfert-
ed the confirmatton debate, to their
shame, moderates are wavering. Even De­
mocratic Sen. «Joe Biden and The New York
Times have felt compelled speak out
against Foster.

President Clinton shouldn’t listen. He
must continue to stand up for Foster.

Whether Foster pprfnrmad one abortion,
fewer than a dozen, 39 or hundreds is ir­
relevant. Perhaps White Hotise staff is |
guilty of felony stupidity, but m this coun­
try, it is no crime for a doctia* tahperform an
abortion. , ’

Yet, the witch hunt edntmuan A news re­
port gays, “Dr. Foster now ofipiits to per­
forming 39 abortions -r .” if evidence

02-13-95 12:09PM P002 #25
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penalty to try to disqualify from 
higher office every judge and juror

REKHA BASUisafspisler cotimmst.

Insidious attack 
on Foster

state?

i&j uua
• - Trrxja

Rekha
Basu

i higher omce every juage ana jurur 
who ever imposed it in a death-penalty

Why stop there? Perhaps Congress 
; should also have called for Supreme 
Court Justice Hairy Blackmon's resig- 

; nation, before his retirement last year, 
for authoring Roe vs. Wade?

"President Clinton is once again 
showing America that he has nothing 
but contempt for America's children 
and families...said a press release 
put out by lowans for LIFE the day 
after Henry Foster’s nomination. 
"Now he has the gall to nominate a 
man who killed prebcm children for a 
living to the nation’s top medical post! 
When will he stop?"

Some of us are wondering when the 
i witch-hunts and the bullying and the 
harassment will stop.

We are waiting for this "moral" cru­
sade to show some moral authority in 
itstactics.

-It's one thing for newly emboldened 
conservatives in the new Congress to 
try to make Foster their first target. 
But even pro-choice moderates are 
said to be wavering in their support 

; for him. On the air last week, the 
i Christian Coalition's Ralph Reed was 
j boasting of making political deals with 
! economic conservatives for whom 

1 abortionisn’tevenanissue.
What's more, some liberals who 

should be rallying to Foster's side are 
said to be afraid of being abandoned 
by a president who has proved to be 
easily swayed into selling out his nomi­
nees. Even if he stands by Foster, Clin­
ton has so undermined his own author- 

lity .when it comes to making and 
j sticking by appointments that the 
! damage may be irreversible.
• Let’s not forget why we need a new 

surgeon general in the first place: Be­
cause tee last one,'answering a ques­
tion inithe context of teen abstinence 
and pregnancy and disease prevention, 
had the temerity to suggest discussing 
masturbation in school sex­
education classes. Lani Guinier got tor­
pedoed for attorney general because 
opponents distorted her views on the 
Voting Rights Act; Kimba Woods be­
cause she legally employed someone 
who had been an illegal immigrant. 
Paradoxically, though the whole na­
tion heard testimony accusing Su­
preme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
of illegal sexual harassment while he 
presided over a federal agency for 
equal opportunities, that wasn't, in the 
end, deemed serious enough grounds 
to reconsider him.

Thoughtful people can disagree ad
i infinitum over when life begins, but 
i the right to abortion remains the law, 
' Would it be appropriate for those of us 
who are morally opposed to the death

y now we've seen enough 
higher appointments be cyni- I 

___ tally torpedoed that the siege 
upon Henry Foster should come as lit­
tle surprise.. Yet the attempts to de­
monize President Clinton's newest surt.i 
geon general nominee, merely for 
practicing his profession, tests even 
tee most hardened skeptic’s sense of i 
political fairness. It just doesn’t get, 
much more insidious than this.

Twenty-two years ago the U. S. Su­
preme Court ruled that women have a ■, 
constitutionally guaranteed right to < 
end unwanted pregnancies. That right i 
has withstood harassment, intimida­
tion and the murders of doctors. It has 
weathered gag rules, parental-notifica­
tion laws and clinic blockades.

Globally, it has endured despite at­
tempts to export U.S. hypocrisy by 
witedrawing funds to famiiy-planmng 
programs. Locally, it has survived a 
corporate divestiture of funds from 
women's health clinics where abortion j 
wasn't even an issue.

It has also — so far — survived Re- I 
publican administration attempts to I 
pack tee Supreme Court with ideo- 1 
logues who would rescind that right.' 
Yet in flagrant contempt of that 
time-tested law, members of Congress 
last week were piling on in a frenzied 
attempt to sully the reputation of an 
eminent medical school dean and presi­
dent, obstetrician and gynecologist be­
cause, in tee course of an outstanding 1 
medical career, he performed abor-' 
tions, amniocentesis and clinical trials 
on abortion drugs.

Although Foster did them in accor- I 
dance with the laws and code of his 
profession, his opponents have man­
aged to make an issue out of how many 
abortions he performed, as if they had ' 
an acceptable number in mind.

Never mind that Foster, who has re­
ceived a string of excellence awards, in 
1091 was designated as one of Presi­
dent Bush’s Thousand Points of Light 
Never mind that he has been one of the,. 
leading authorities on reducing infant 
mortality, preventing teen pregnancy 
and drug abuse, and promoting absti­
nence— all benchmarks of a conserva- : 
tive agenda. The sharks are now cir­
cling to get Foster disqualified.
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N Clarence Page

I
members stumbled, and they have apologtzed. But who perform
what about the bigger question: Why should Foster's about it. is just a “Ute.” clean handTvereion of t
having performed abortions be an issue at aU? 

Clinton ran as a pro-choice candidate in a pro- 
choice party in a year when moderate RepubUcan 
leaders tried unsuccessfully to prevent their own 
extremists from pushing an anti-abortion plank so 
Draconian that it allowed for no exceptions, even for 
rape and incest

Capitol HUI Republicans would prefer that 
Americans not think too much about that Most 
Americans teU pollsters they do not like abortion 
(Who would?) but they also do not want to see it 
made Ulegal again. We abhor it yet we want it 

We would also would like young people to 
practice abstinence outside marriage. But as one 
Atlanta mother said on CNN, "If It was your kid 
who came down with AIDS, wouldn't you wish they 
had used a condom?"

Let's hear it for good of American common sense 
We Americans are like BUI Clinton. We want to 

have the tough questions both ways. We want life 
and we also want choice. We want freedom and we 
also want control We look to Washington for 
leadership and guidance and. instead, see politicians 
of both parties running to hide in the taU grass of 
political rhetoric.

On this issue, they can run. but they can't hide. If 
Clinton caves in to pressure from the anti-abortion 
anti-condom extremists, he will only enhance their 

 --------- ------credibility and discredit those who hoped his 
correct it would not have silenced the rage from the administration would represent a reasonable middle 
—■i—' ------ ■—- — • •--------------------------------ground.

Worse, the Foster flap stigmatizes a man of high 
— —A w m A S m   -- - - * . . ...

—-------w —— — — ■ ■ ■ ■>■'! •
service simply because he performed some
are’ a lot of preceduresVc^S ^omtoF^not

o matter how much Capitol Hill 

conservatives try to sugarcoat it their
attempts to block President Clinton's
nominee for surgeon general amount to a
dangerous stigmatization of every doctor

who has ever performed an abortion.
Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Texas). a possible presidential

candidate, was pretty upfront about why he didn't
like Henry W. Foster Jr. He said he does “not
believe a doctor who has performed abortions as a
matter of routine practice could bring Americans
together" on issues of medical policy. Oh? He could
hardly do worse than Sen. Gramm.

Since when is a surgeon general supposed to be
free of controversy? Reagan's quite popular surgeon
general C. Everett Koop, shocked fellow
conservatives with some of his views about sex
education for children, yet most people appreciated
his candor.

Foster is being criticized for his alleged lack of
candor in disclosing how many abortions he has
performed during almost 40 years of medical
practice. At first he said fewer than a dozen, but
after checking his records, revised the number to 39.
Organized anti-abortion activists alleged he
performed many more. Is one enough? Is 500 too
many? Even if Foster's original estimate had been

—A ■  -—a a . • ..

radical right or calmed Clinton's nervousness.
Others claim the question is "credibility” or r _______

“morality." Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), chairman of character and a long record of impeccable public 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, says the nation ------‘------------------------ ■■-----------------
doesn’t want a surgeon general who advocates
“permissiveness." Yet Foster received a "Point of
y S --4 A** * *_____. m.

Future” youth program, which innovatively and
-- ---- -___ *

until they have taken care of life’s more important
steps, like career and marriage.

Hatch does not care for Foster's advocacy of
condom distribution in school-based clinics tut
Foster has more agreement in the medical
community and, as near as I can tell in mainstream
America on this issue than Hatch does.

Much has been made of how Clinton’s staff

abortions. That is not a pleasant thought but there

Light” award from President Bush for his "I Have A Pleasant to talk about at the dinner table. ' 
Pr°^n’ which inn°vatively “d A decent society will always feel a certain moral

and. in too many cases, girls who are going to be 
seeking abortions anyway, into the hands of back- 
alley abortionists.

A decent society should also feel considerable 
discomfort about stigmatizing a doctor simply 
^^,hw°r. has Deformed abortions. That’s 

l^^g all doctors 

dean hands version of the 
criminal logic that drives certain self-appointed 
worit^erS t0 Sh00t abortion doctors “d clinic

Most of Foster’s tormentors will deny they would 
have anything to do with outlaw violence. That’s 
basically true. They only help provide the 
atmosphere for it
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Henry Foster owes no apology
abortions. In nearly four decades of practice in 
which he delivered more than 10,000 babies, 
Foster could hardly be expected to remember 
off the top of his head how many of his medical 
procedures had been abortions.

Medical experts point out that it is not at all 
unusual that an obstetrician-gynecologist of 
Foster’s age would have performed abortions; 
________ those experts estimate that 

about half of those of 
Foster's age have. Particu­
larly in the years immedi­
ately after abortion 
became legal, most were 
performed in physicians’ 
offices instead of abortion 
clinics.

The controversy incited 
by rabid anti-abortionists 
has not changed three fac­
tors fundamental to 
Foster’s nomination. He 
continues to enjoy the sup­
port of the American Medi­
cal Association and the 
American College of Obste­

tricians and Gynecologists. He remains an 
expert in preventing teen pregnancy, which is 
one of the things that attracted President Clin­
ton to him in the first place. And the majority 
of Americans still support legal abortions.

President Clinton, whom many Americans 
perceive to be weak, ought to welcome the, 
opportunity to stand up to the Republican1 
Party in support of a nominee like Henry
Foster.

J

In an address to medical students Friday, 
Dr. Henry Foster Jr., President Clinton’s nomi­
nee for surgeon general, ably defended his 38 
years of medical practice. While his perfor­
mance was reassuring, it was a defense that 
should never have been necessary. There is 
nothing in Foster’s record that suggests he 
should have any explaining to do. 

The White House 
showed its penchant for 
fouling up even relatively 
simple appointments when 
it allowed itself to get 
caught up in a numbers 
game with rabid anti­
abortionists over how 
many of the procedures 
Foster has performed. The 
numbers do not matter. 
Foster, an obstetrician- 

, gynecologist, has done 
nothing illegal or immoral. 
Abortion is the law of the 
land and an accepted part 
of mainstream medical 
practice.

President Clinton can still act to shore up 
Foster’s nomination. To do so, the president 
must stand firmly — and publicly — behind the 
nominee. The president and his aides can also 
stop attempting to answer questions about the 
number of abortions Foster has performed.

Equally important, While House aides must 
stop acting as though Foster somehow misled 
them when he initially told White House inter­
viewers that he performed a dozen or so

It doesn't matter 

how many abortions 

were performed by 

President Clinton's 

surgeon general 

nominee. Foster has 

done nothing illegal 

or immoral.



directed and much neecfed in society. Hh
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asked, a series of other mistakes 
and misstatements of fact could 
have been avoided.

For example, the White House 
would have known better than to 
advise Sen. Nancy Kassebaum of 
Kansas, chairwoman of the com- 

confirmation, that Foster had 
performed only one therapeutic 
abortion. In fact, it’s clear the 
White House knew at the time 
that the number of abonions Fos­
ter had performed was higher 
than that, but Kassebaum was 
misinformed anyway. To put it

ground. Only now is a thorough 
examination of Foster’s profes­
sional record being completed. 
That’s far too late. By mid-week 
even strongly pro-choice forces 
were urging the White House to 
withdraw the nomination because 
it had been bungled so badly.

Again, as in far too many cases 
before, the White House has been 
caught engaging in amateur hour. 
This at a time when it was essen­
tial to select and nominate a 
physician who would make the 
country quickly forget the embar­
rassment Elders had been to her­
self and to the president.

No, calling this amateur hour is 
too kind. This White House staff 
isn’t ready yet to work up to ama­
teur standing.

bluntly, that was absolutely 
stupid.

Kassebaum was a potential ally 
for the White House. Now the 
White House has angered some­
one whose support was desperate­
ly needed.

White House spokesmen insist 
that because abortion is legal, it 
should not be an issue here. The 
president and his staff may truly 
believe that, but abortion is an

s
RICH

Hoa/

was in assuming that by nominating a 
physician less vocal and strident than 
tjders, almost nothing else would matter, 
ine second mistake was in failing to take 
into account the polarizing effects abortion 
a>uld have on the nomination. Clinton 
dearly believes that a woman has the right 
to choose an abortion. Elders believed
that, and Foster believes that. So do many 
otner physicians in many areas of 
speciality But it was an automatic alarm 
tor anti-abomon critics when the president 
nominated a doctor who has performed 
abortions himself. 
2^.^no “8“ Aat it 

such a firestorm. It’s inconceivable that 
tins ^ue ^s not figured into the equation 
on how difficult Foster’s confirmation 
would be.

There is growing evidence that the White 
_ was 50 to this potential

See HOOD, J-5, Col.1

mittee that must approve Foster's issue for many, and it was foolish 
U__. and short.slg^ted of the

House not to take that into con­
sideration in this nomination.

The White House made its nom­
ination before Foster’s FBI back­
ground check was complete and 
before staffers had carefully 
screened all of the doctor’s back-

The Kansas City Star Sunday, February 12,1995

Anotherfiasco from
an inep t White House
Foster’s abortion record bound to

Sometimes one is tempted to wonder if
the staffers in the White House would be
capable of organizing a one-car funeral
procession.

In the Henry Foster nomination fc

rearranged facts, the miscalculations and
the astonishing misreading of the potential

firestorm that would
be caused by Foster’s
record of having
performed who-
knows-how-many
abortions.

professional qualifications as a medical 
educator appear exemplary

Unlike Jocelyn Elders, the woman he 
seeks to succeed, he has had the good sense

and Mef,: if be e^T£ * m

cause an uproar
possibly do a worse job than Elders, who 
d»>^ oJS DO graSP °f Pr°PCT 

ncv'er.8« that far. If he

more the result of sfip^odWhlte 
screening efforts and severe miscalculation 
than of any inherent fault in the 
obstetrician and gynecologist from 
Tennessee.

The first mistake the White House made 
w^s in assuming that by nominating a 
physician less vocal and strident than 
Lktas, almost nothing else would matter, 
the second mistake was in failing to take

HOOD
Continued from J-1

rearranged facts, the miscalculations and

firestorm that would 

record of having 
performed who- 
knows-how-many 
abortions.

Many people of 
high moral character 
and high professional 
qualifications insitt 
that Foster could 
make an outstanding 
surgeon general. At 
least parts of his 
professional record 
suggest they are 
correct. His emphasis
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w
responsibility to your patients unless you 
hari moral or religious objections.”

way.

Surgeon general 
dispute delivers 

D.C. doublespeak

vet the nominee 
doom his reelection 
chances?

Will abandoning 
the nominee doom 

Question. Would his reaction
Henry Foster be " ’

a good surgeon

general?

the proliferation ci abortion clinics, an 
obstetrician was likely to perform some 
abortions. It was considered, in the words

Obstetrics and Gynecology, “peat of your

to apend much time thinking about the

SlrSiaBwett Koop’s anti-smoking 
crusade itim as fiuoous as a rock star. 
Joycelyn PW*™ perted up our ears with 
Tannate words like “masturbate."

So now we notice surgeons general. And 
just last week. Henry Foster looked like 
he'd be a good one. Even many Republicans 
thought BO.

Any good surgeon general is a bully, a 
Huiiy on hebalT of the nation's benlth. The 
ntetnTymthaaHhissnes in this country 
right now involve young people and sex.

A tot of people have plntititrim on these 
issues. Foster has programs and plans. 

in 37 years as an obstetrician and 
pyppmingist, he has fought to reduce teen 
pregnancy, intani mortality, sexually 
transmitted diseases and drag abuse. He 
has delivered more than 10,000 babies.

And in this long career, he has. by his 
count performed 39 abortions.

Alter abortion was legalized but before 
the proliferation of abortion clinics, an 
obstetrician was likely to perform some 
abortions. It was considered, in the words 
of the president of the AmertcantCollege of

chances?
Why did Clinton 

nominate an 
obetotriciitn. ( 
knowing that in this 
“political climate’ a 
doctor who had done 

even one abortion bad done one too many? 
Anry again, they have reduced the debate 

to a tend. Not a feud-over aubsumc*. a feud 
over political process.

jdeaiiy. Foster would not initially have 
claimed to have performed fewer than a 
dozen. But the discrepancy is a peripheral 
issue. The heart of the matter is Foster’s 
work to improve the lives of .

Yet even before they knew Foster had 
performed abortions, the anti-abortton 
groups had their arrows aimed. "Elders 
Lite!” one group screamed.

Now they have been allowed to hijack 
Foster's nomination. They should not be 
blamed for that They are doing what they 
believe in.

The blame falls on the politicians who 
have handed control over to a group that 
repreeents a minority of Americans. With a 
helpless shrug, they have turned over the 
bank keys to the bandits.

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum. the Republican 
foom Kansas, admitted abortion shouldn't 
be the "litmus test" in Foster’s nomination. 
"But," she added, “whether the White House 
or myself or anyone else believes it should
be, it is.”

It is only because the politicians in
Washington allow it to be.

As the debate continues, two things 
should be remembered. One: Abortion is 
legal Two: Most Americans want it that 
way.

Most Amprican*; also wish fewer women 
had abortions. They wish fewer young 
people had sex outside marriage, wish 
fewer teenagers got pregnant, wish more 
could tn vision & ftiturc in wtltQl gotung a 
job seemed as possible as having a baby.

In other words, most of us out here in the 
boondocks think lite Hairy Foster.

ay out here in the boondocks, 
light years from the alien 
planet called Washington, D.C., 
a whole lot of us are having a 
hard time understanding the

Henry Foster fuss.
We are not an organized group. We do 

not have a lobbying office. Wo hsvo no 
phone banks or spokespersons t^r 
(Xyn&Yi 1 ta ntl.

We are so removed from Washington that 
we can never remember whether to use a 
Minima between Washington and D.C.

we are so for outside the Beltway that we 
assume Beltway is a department store that 
specializes in discount belts.

We think a pundit is a scrawny bird beet 
roasted on the spit and served with wild

^We are just ordinary people sitting out 

here in the boondocks sadly marveling that 
once a^in the rulers of the most powerful 
nation in the world are engaged in a 
cockfight 1

You know the way they talk:
Did Bill Clinton’s staff properly “vet” the 

nominee for surgeon 
------------------------ - general?

Will BUI Clinton’s 
In the roar they Clilura to property

have drowned

out the

essential
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Defending Dr. Foster, 
women’s privacy rights

abortion forces attacking Dr. Henry Foster, President 
s nominee, to be surgeon general, are attempting to turn the

ms REQI ON X RASC-ORD

February 10, 1995

rdjord. But the attack on Foster is not about untimely * 
boBthe fact that Foster, an obstetrician.gynecologiat, has 

conducted any abortions at all.' ;;'' ' ;'7
in Foster’s 38-year career, he has delivered 10,000babies and carried out,

prevention, emphasizing the importance of abstinence and contraception. He 
wm named a "Point of Light” in 1991 by President Bush for contributions' to j

V '’'I.,'..:-..-’' ..

02-13-95 01:09PM P002 #26

hiacommunity. ' ' ', . '.
■ • These facts don't matter to those who want to end legal abortion in this 

country. Since the Supreme Court has declared that abortion is a privacy right 
protected by the Constitution, anti-aljortion groups have taken to ostracizing 

and humiliating - if not threatening - the doctors and the women.

'EDITORIALS
• 1 • ' • ' -■

HE anti-abortion forces attacking Dr. Henry Foster, President 
Clinton’s nominee, to be surgeon general, are attempting to turn the 

confirmation process into an assault on abortion rights. • 
'"If they succeed, they will have demonized a well-Qualified physician because 

hp has performed n^hmon, l&al medical procedure in caring for his patients. 
Under their litmus test, most doctors who specialise in women's health 

automatically would be disqualified from the post.
The White Househas been blamed for not releasing sufficient details about 

Foster’s abortion rdjord. But the attack on Foster is not about untimely * 
disclosures, it's aboBthe fact that Foster, an obstetrician-gynecologist, has

• /

I

organizations who have distorted the debete b/focusing on one aspect of

Foster'scaneer.f ’ia- ’t ■ .

More is $t stakqjiere than Fos^T s future in public perrice. The opponents ,

nomination, 
maybe

he saya, 39 abortions. He baa been a leader in the field of teen pregnancy . •

want to imppse thqir values on a M^jlic that supports the right to choose. The 
attack on Fester hfpart of the escakitinfi war on women's privacy rights, and it 

is time the White ^ouse and the Senate stood up to those forces.
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• .the debate ragwowJ.

Snton'anomini^mw-

perfonned.SpeatogonJJg^Y *>

nation has been perffect. President 
Clinton has demonstrated yet again a 
fall, -............ J *---*

^>w'w\nki7tod^dit with the •
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Foster Is

fo^Lrta-med focuses attention on But whether Clinton did his home-

,' iwmfte'poUttelmUonotpiilS; 
Eg doctor who Wilks “with both health tuni the tuw general a . • 
feet on the ground." He ho the sujk - - bully p^pit mto a useless echo cham- 
port of theAmerican Medical Amoda- .hiw^y^. ;■ tiU! - ■. ■>’ «
Hcmandthe AmBFican CoWofOb- Fogtar deSeiwea to be conflnnodiM
stetrictens'and Gynecologists. .urgeon general because his ezpsrR -

etrength of hteoivictipn’and the 
'conMoteat ing on the abortions Ebi- - ' power of his office.' •• ,

tar performed focuses attention on But whether Clinton did his hom^
onaCH** of his background , ■ workon.Foster ^'^ue^bere

while Ignoring the sum tog ottgUy;i •

Bush tar his wok

.■ Keeping abortion legal but making

■' ’ the right answer cm th* abtmtion de- 
• bate. The way to do that la to work
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interview on ABCs "Nighthne" this week.
That seems to make no difference to the zealots, 

who seem to care only that he performed abortions. I 
wonder how many Americans would be willing to have 
a baby who was the result of a rape. 

, r ,--------------- —----------------- A major smear campaign is being put on bv the

wing zealots. radio the other day and. in an effort to draw parallels
By all accounts, Dr. Henry Foster Jr. would seem to between Foster and Elders, said that Foster encour- 

be a good choice for surgeon general. He has a wealth aged masturbation as part of his "I Have a Future"
L_ . of experience. program. A check with that program indicated that

He s a former dean and acting nothing could be further from the truth.

Stampedes of ignorance such as this, filled with 
suggestions, innuendoes and downnght lies, will make 
fewer and fewer good people willing to consider gov­
ernment appointments.

When he nominated Foster, the president said, "I’m

about Foster. But it’s not enough — or perhaps too 
much — for the-zealots. His support by Planned

instead ofjooking at his nomination rationally, some 
are actually dismissing Foster as "Elders lite,” a 
reference to the recently ousted and controversial 
surgeon general, Joycelyn Elders.
a^bortions in his rareer. Mosroftho'se^e^fweVe 

performed in cases of rape or incest or to save the life 
of the mother. “I abhor abortions.... To me, abortion 
•s failure; I don t like failure," Foster said in ar\

president of Meharry Medical
I College in Nashville. He founded
J, Meharry’s "I Have a Future"
>-j program. It’s designed to delay
< sexual activity among teen-agers ,, r US1XI i presiaeni saia ..
» by budding their self-esteem, de- confident that thoughtful conservatives will have the 

velopingjob skills, teachmgsexu- same view of Dr. Foster as Senator Frist does when 
al responsibility, self-control and they have the same opportunity to review his whole 
abstmence. The program was record.”
named a “Point of Light” by That doesn't seem to be the case. Republicans in

j .n-nnr . u ^es’dent George Bush. Presi- Washington seem to be leaning against Foster, largely 
dent BiU Clinton has said that he wants Foster to lead a because of the cries of the zealots.
campaign to sharply reduce teen pregnancies. It would be funny if it weren't so tragic. This is the

Foster has 38 years of practice under his belt. His Republican Party that’s boasted of having a big tent, a 
nomination has.been praised by the American Medical willingness to include people of different points of

view. Yet it’s considering the rejection of a man who 
has performed abortions legally, who professes a dis­
like for abortion and who seems to be more than
qualified for the post. That, to me, says volumes about

Association, Planned Parenthood and Dr. Louis Sul­
livan, director of Health and Human Services under
President George Bush. He’s also received the back­
ing of Tennessee Republican Sen. Bill Frist, though
Frist has been wavering in that support in recent days. open 1116 reailyis-

Foster Exposes Big-Tent Myth
SOMETHING SINISTER is going on in 

Washington.
That in itself is probably not surprising.

Seems something sinister's always going on in 
Washington.

But this seems more sinister than most. It looks as if

to get the shaft because of the efforts of some right­

good candidate for surgeon general, just as it’s not 
wise for the electorate to vote for candidates for office

to confirm or reject a nominee on just one issue. ”

Congress should confirm Foster, regardless of his 
position on abortion. That should not be a litmus test

After all, the surgeon general's job is not about 
abortion; it’s about improving the health of Americans. 
The zealots need to stand aside, allow Foster to be 
confirmed and let him do the job the president wants 
him to do.
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Ellen GoodmanI

Why Foster is right for surgeon general

I n the scheme of things, Dr. Henry the facts are as I understand them to cal service, illegitimate if not illegal.
luzilzaf le'o rt Am i n t i An ” Ik’— — .. —* .. f al   I   1  ______________A _

say of abortion: "My wish Is that It be

the health of the mother, for rape or names are on wanted posters. Their
Others doctors go to work wearing incest. But if he has become a target, it dimes are on terronsts’ maps. Yet poll-

In this case the source of the prob-

♦

I

u

It’s part of the plan by opponents to 
target what they see as the “weak 
link” In abortion rights — the 3,000 or 
so doctors who perform most of the 1.5 
million abortions a year.

If Foster is banned because he per­

light. A few days ago, he became Bill J 'r J
Clinton's cautious pick for the bully is turned into a demon. At the very end

I
i

i
t
ii

was so unceremoniously evicted. Gunn and John Britton are found in formed a few abortions or because he L.. 
Now it appears that this obstetri- Pensacola, Fla., and two women are as did them for the "right" reasons —for being threatened and killed. Their

♦-------------

This safe choice 
has become 

another target 
in the abortion 

war zone.

tlcians still believe they can appease 
the people in this increasingly, radical 
movement

Now Foster, a "safe choice," a man 
who made his mark working to reduce 

     teen-age pregnancies, is under attack,
"like what I hear, what I read.” Sena- month — complete with names and of prevention. Public-health workers And now we wil* r,nd out which Pohti- 
tor Orrin Hatch said there are “some addresses — by the American Coali- aren’t satisfied patching and mending; cians have the courage to defend one

cian gynecologist — a man who deliv- sassinated in Brookline, Mass, 
ered 10,000 babies, a former dean of a C "  ’ . . „ -
medical school and the force behind a bulletproof vests and go to sleep with does show the narrowness of this 
teen age pregnancy prevention pro- rifles by their beds. Many are simply litmus test, the extremism of oppo- 
gram — also performed abortions in scared off. nents. What would you think of an ob-

But no one has yet called Foster a gyn who had refused to save the life of

ident is against teen-age pregnancy. 
It’s where Foster has spent his energy, 
in a program called appropriately “I 
Have a Future."

Doctors of Foster's generation are 
old enough to remember when women 
died from illegal abortions. They are 
old enough to have seen both the need 
for this choice and the sorrow of 
facing such a choice. 

,   It's not a cliche, but a lifetime of ex­
George Bush's thousand points of they are branded as "murderers." * choice leader Kate Michelman said, be perience, that prompts such a man to

Through this subtle process a doctor branded with the same scarlet “A." say of abortion: "My wish Is that It be
,1 I am uncomfortable with those wlw safe, legal and rare." It's what most 

pulpit from which Joycelyn Elders of this slope, the bodies of Drs. David defend Foster because he only per- Americans wish.
Gunn and John Britton are found in formed a few abortions or because he We live in an era when doctors are

script, claims he performed 700 abor- formed abortions is another attempt to Icm is unwanted pregnancy, especially ELLEN GOODMAN writes for The Boston
lions The president has added an "if" make doctors outcasts. It’s part of the teen-age pregnancy. The campaign Globe. Her column is distributed by the
to his support for the Tennessean: "if effort to make abortion a pariah medi- he's been assigned to wage by the pres- Washington Post Writers Group.

they are the ones who go to the source doctor from the folks who make up the 
- ■ hit lists.

Foster is lucky. It's his nomination be."
 that's in jeopardy, not his life. Foster is losing his hold on this job.
Foster doesn’t need a security guard He is sliding down the verbal slippery

— yet — to go about his daily prac slope that is greased so regularly by
tice. No one is picketing his house or extremists in the pro-life movement.
targeting his family. It's only his On their slope, doctors who perform 
chance to become surgeon general abortions are "abortion doctors" as if formed a legal medical procedure, then
that's under attack. The weapons this they were a species beyond the medi- what about the others? The doctors,
time arc the fax and the phone. The as- cal pale. "Abortion docs" are further the nurses, the counselors, the clinic
sault is merely political. marginalized as "abortionists" with workers, Indeed, the women who have

A few years ago, Foster was one of the M. D. excised altogether. Finally had abortions? They would all, as pro-

very troubling things concerning his tion of Life Activists. t
nomination." Now the pro-life move- But the push to disqualify this man of the problem, 
ment, on the basis of a dubious tran- from public service because he per-

his 30 year practice This safe choice   _______________________________
has become another target in the abor- ''murderer." At least not in public. Nor the pregnant woman?
lion war zone. has his name been added to the hit list As head of the public-health service,

Suddenly, Senator Bob Dole doesn't of the “Deadly Dozen" distributed last the surgeon general is in the business
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The demonization of a doctor

ELLEN GOODMAN

I
his family. It’s only his chance to become public. Nor has his name been added to the 
surgeon general that's trader attack. The of the “Deadly Dozen” doctors dis- J

A few years ago Foster was one of

a/uoko r”'—— — -o------ jjuuuu BvrvAtc ucvAuoc nas spent nis energy, in a prugmiu v<uicu.
few days ago he became Bill Clintons cau- jg gwther way to make doctors out- aDDr0Driately *1 Have a Future." It’s the

workers, indeed, the women who have had
says there are “some veiy troubling things ^0^“ihmr wodd all, as pruchoice lead- v T™. * Amer‘CannS TLX
concerning his nomination.” Sep. Trent Lott Michel  ̂6aid) brar.ded with the J®"’F bCC'> *

Eton mov” onfe baaisrf a dubi- same E^ortable with those who de- We ar‘ era doctora bcing 

ous transept, claims he performed 700 threatened and lolled Their names arc on

L.

V

z 1®

weapons this time are the fax and the phone, tiibuted just last month - complete with
the press release and the media. The assault addresses - by the American Co-
is political. alition of Life Activists.

A few years ago Foster was one of gut ;be disqualify this man from teen-age pregnancy. This is where Foster

==== xiZESZSi

If Foster's appointment hinges o^i the right 
number of abortions or the right kind of 

abortions, it is still a litmus test on. the right to 
n . u on wrformabortions.
Boston Globe; 2-9-95

"Abortion docs” are further marginalized as 
■abortioni8ta”i J’

Finally they are branded as "murderers."

fend Foster on the grounds that he only per­
formed a few abortions or that he did them 
for good reasons - for the health of the 
mother, for rape or incest. If his appoint­
ment hinges on the right number of abor­
tions or the right kind of abortions, it is still 
a litmus test on the right to perform abor­
tions.

As head of the Public Health Service, tho

wanted posters. Their clinics are on terror­
ists’ maps. Yet politicians still believe they 
can appease the people in this increasingly 
radical movement

Now Henry Foster, a “safe choice,” a 
man who made his mark working to reduce 
teen-age pregnancies, is under attack. And 
now too we will find out which politicians 
have the courage to defend one doctor from

Through this subtle process a doctor is 
turned into a demon. At the very bottom of 
the slope are found the bodies of two doctors 
in Pensacola, Fla., and two clinic workers in 

n the scheme of things, Dr. Henry Fos- Brookline, Mass. Now, other doctors go to 
ter is lucky. It’s his nomination that’s in WOrk wearing bulletproof vests and go to 
jeopardy, not his life. sleep with rif.es by their beds. Many are

Foster doesn’t need a security simply scared off.
guard - yet - to go about his daily practice. No one has yet called the dignified 61- 
No one is picketing his house or targeting year-old Foster a “murderer." At least not in

abortions. The president has added an "if to 
his support for the Tennessean: "if the facte 
are as I understand them to be.”

Foster is losing his footing, his hold on 
this job. He is sliding down the verbal slip­
pery slope tliat is greased so regularly by 
extremists in the antiabortion movement

On their slope, doctors who perform 
abortions are labeled "abortion doctors” as if

nrj y
OOftOTHT AHLFILW5TRAT0N 

the front of national consciousness is unwed

George Bush's thousand pointe of light. A public service because he performed abof- gpeut energy, in a program c;Jled,
>___  J-.__ _______L-. IkAMAaMM .. ■ il ______ 1 - V - ** . .. .. — V.I 14

w—— —  iv ”“v - ---------------------------- ayunjuxlavciy• * lluiu u x

tious pick for the bully pulpit from which ea3ta. It-g part of to abortion ca^naim he’s been assigned to wage by the
Joycolyn Elders was so unceremoniously -------.v ;r
evicted. fllegal, It's part of the plan by opponents to ' Doctor6 of Foster’s generation arc old

of * mecical school and the force behind a 8 (X)0 or M dcetore who most of the * the need for L.hoice aT)d old
teen-age pregnancy prevention program, 15 aborticn8 a year. h SC(;n of facir.g

If Foster is banned from public office be- auch a cho;ce 1Vs not a v|iche, but a lifetime 
cause he perfomed a legal medical proce- experience, that prompts «ueh a Tnsn to 

c„Alo„lv Con Rnh DnlP down’t “like dul'e’ 01611 wlut abvUt the 0H?ers7Ihe d0C’ say of abortion: “My wish is tliat it be safe. 
Suddenly Sen. Bob, Dote down tJW wrs> the nun.Mi colors, the c.uuc j , r4re -

workers, indeed, the women who have hud How,

a pariah medical service - illegitimate if not president. 
illegal, It’s part .of the plan by opponents to

Now it appears that this ob-gyn, a man by intimidation. To target what they see 
wno delivered 10,000 babies, a former dean link” in abortion rights - the
of a medical school and the force behind a 8i(Wq w doCTorg who perform most of the

also performed abortions in his 30-year prac­
tice. This safe choice has become another 
target in the abortion war zone.

i ■ - — - - - - ---

what I hear, what I read.” Sen. Orrin Hatch
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most no obstetrician could get the job.

tors test drugs in their area of expertise.

Clinton should stand by Foster
4[ bortion should not be the litmus test This helps the pharmaceutical

Zl gSnTnSl “UntIy’S nrat 9Ur- SrdSg'T?'’“Hdltge'----—

the number of and reasons for U^abor- 562®of surgeon gen-
tions he has performed. Foster initially hSuu 1 country needs- Can he get a 
Qoid tVizi Tkuwsk^*. — i__ *> . y nHndle OH Ampncan'nnhlin hoolfkO u

v*‘s' Wai less cnan a dozen v^.— *—vemine
though Wednesday night he said he had t0Ughflssues without triggering

S JS^^professional who has

I to prevent the 
------ -j pro­

services, re-

------------ 1 companies
assess a drug's safety, and it generates rev-

Siftte numS wS'Tes/S® a doS ^eaniubuFhe^? c£ hj

kSmedaT™’ ‘“6‘U indignant cri£ foTte r^^at^How

But according to recent “revelations” “I Have a Future" program, and
(code word for the rope that may hang wl^can 11 offer on a national level? 
him) Foster supervised a test of an abor- * 1)61:5011 who can steer the focus back
tion-inducing drug in 1981 at Meharry ? F1656 issues 15 President Clinton. Fos- 
Medical College. ■ ter s candidacy is a chance for the presi-

This feverish scrutiny of Foster’s career dent t0 explain why the nation needs a 
obscures an important point: None of his ^P-notch surgeon general and why Foster

(Lboytjegger, a drug runner or an arms
smuggler. He’s an obstetrician. According aggressive support

igiWs ...
duce teen-age pregnancy, cut the infant



Clarion Ledger Jackson, MS 2/09/95

The protest against President Clinton’s selection of 
Henry Foster Jr. as U.S. surgeon general because he per­
formed some abortions plays to the politics of the matter

He also has delivered some 10,000 babies.
I he fact of the matter ie, as a working physician, teacher 

and administrator, Foster is well rounded and can speak 
with experience on a variety of health topics.

He confirmation should hinge on other criteria than po­
litical posturing to vocal anti-abortion groups.

Foster
Nominee should be judged fairly

J - - cxxuiuazxi tsuieLHOn 01
Henry roster Jras U.S. surgeon general because he per-

F

k J



Clinton should stand

y

caused him to be honored as a

exceptions permitted by even the ing-«e was chairman of the Ob-
and

House Republicans, knowing a findings in professional journals. 
... .< . that Hr

Widely 1C1L Lilt OMVi ------ -------- *
their highly publicized “Contract in a major way, he seems well

President Bill Clinton’s nominee 
for U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. Hen­
ry Foster Jr., because he has failed 
their single-issue test. But Clinton 
should stand behind what seems 
like a well-qualified candidate.

Foster is no apologist for teen­
age sex, as his predecessor, Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders, was sometimes 
accused of being. Indeed, he has ef­
fectively preached sexual absti­
nence as by far the wisest and saf­
est choice for teenagers.

But the Tennessee gynecologist 
and obstetrician is also realistic 
enough to know that not all young 
people will heed that advice and 
has also supported making infor­
mation about contraceptives avail­
able to fight teen pregnancy and 

disease.
Foster has thus doubly shown 

that he understands that the best

life of the mother would be endan- Upjohn Co. Far from trying^to hide 

gered by carrying the fetus to

term.

political minefield when they see it,
wisely left the abortion issue c*

his role in that research, he pub­
lished articles detailing the study

_____ Unless it‘can be shown that Fos- 
out of ter has misrepresented his record

with America.^Senate Republicans qualified' by training, experience 
— who must decide whether to con- and temperament to serve as Sur- 
firm Foster — would be equally geon General.

wav to reduce tne neea tor aoornuu hwy mv... ...—- --------
is to prevent unwanted pregnancies participant. But even if he had 
in the first place. Indeed. Foster's made such . statement IS years

funds' to pav for abortion except in college was chosen to supervise the 
cases of rape, incest or where the study, which was financed by the

abortion litmus test. But do they re­
ally want to put their party on re­
cord as wishing to outlaw abortion 
even when it is necessary to save 

the life of the mother? Does the 
GOP really plan to argue that even 
victims of rape and incest should be 
required to bear the fruit of such 
brutal attacks to term? 

The charges raised against Fos­
ter to date do not seem to be con­
vincing. Anti-abortion groups have 
circulated a transcript from a 1978 
meeting of an ethics advisory 
board to the former U.S. Depart­
ment of Health, Education and 
Welfare quoting him as saying, “I 
have done a lot of amniocentesis 
and therapeutic abortions, proba­
bly near 700.”

Foster, while admittedly present 
at the meeting, denies having said 

ii ue —  that and suggests the statement
ty to reduce the need for abortion may have been made by another

behind poster’s nomination

work to curb teenage pregnancies ago, it would not necessary refute 
caused him to be honored as a his own account that he has per- 
“Point of Light” by former presi- formed abortions only in the most 
dent George Bush. ' extreme cases. Amniocentesis is

Foster, 61, has shown his own merely a routine procedure to see 
dedication to the “right to life” by if a fetus is developing normally, 
delivering 10,000 babies. Along the Even if he had supervised 700 such 
way, he has performed - by his diagnostic tests, it would be quite 
own account — about a dozen abor- possible that only a handful of 
tions, or about one abortion for ev- them preceded an actual abortion 
erv 800 pregnancies he supervised, that he performed.

Some of those cases, according Likewise, charges by anti-abor- 
to Foster, were necessary to save tion groups that Foster led a study 
the life of the mother. The others in the early 1980s to test do-it-your- 

, involved rape or incest. Those are self abortion drugs are not disturb- 
exceptions permitted by even the ing. He was chairman of the Ub- 
most restrictive anti-abortion poli- stetrics and Gynecology 
cies - such as the Hyde amend- Department at Meharry Medical 
ment, which bars the use of federal College in Nashville at the time the
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The White House has maintained 
Foster has performed about | d 
abortions in the span of his career,I
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Frist, Thompson can play 
crucial role

I
1
I

i

1

had ....................... .. ......... ............... ......
both of them.

Still, Thompson^ and the nominee are 
bound to^have scores of mutual friends, 
people throughout this community who 
have worked with'Foster, who can vouch 
for his high personal and professional 
standards. 'i

And Bill Frist]1 as a fellow physi­
cian, has known fester for years. He Is 
certainly iwell aware of Foster’s contribu­

te I Meharryl iMedi&l College, to 
JOf
ir 
a 
o

health care, and to this community.
These two Tennessee senators have a 

responsibility to assure their colleagues 
in the Senate that Foster fe an honest 
man, whose character and integrity are 
beyond reproach.

Frist could play a particularly crucial 
role. He now sits on the Senate’s Labor 
and Human Resource Committee — the 
committee that will hold hearings on the 
Foster nomination, And as the Spate's 
only physician, any comments that he 
might make about the practice of an 
obstetrician/gynecologist, and the likeli- • 
hood of an ob/gyn having to terminate a 
pregnancy would be especially impor­
tant

AU of the questions about Foster’s 
medical practice should be answered in 
the Senate committee hearing. But those 
questions can be asked and answered 
without impugning the character of this 
distinguished, gracious and caring man.

Tennessee’s two senators can help 
their colleagues explore Foster's back­
ground without subjecting him to ridi­
cule. If they accomplish that, they will 
have done! this entire nation a great ser­
vice. ■

ted that
dozen 

______________________________ ■, and 
that most of those pregnancies were the 
result of rape or incest, or threatened the 
life of the woman.

Worse yet, the vastly different charac­
terizations of Foster’s career have led to 
questions about this man’s veracity and 
his honor.

Those in Washington and throughout 
the nation who hear the reports — both 
pro and con — on Foster may not know 
whom to believe. There should be no 
doubt in this stale, And there should be 
no doubt in Tennessee’s congressional 
delegation.

Fred Thompson isaid this week that he 
’ id not met Foster. That’s too bad tor

als and community ileaders, Dr, Henry 
Foster, become the victim of character 
assassination.

The day after President Clinton named 
Foster as his nominee for surgeon gener­
al, some anti-abortion groups began pick­
ing him apart, J

One group said that Foster had per­
formed “nearly 700 amniocentesis and 
therapeutic abortions,” Another said that 
Foster had been involved with an experi­
mental self-abortion* study In the early 

1980s.

Painfiil process for Foster
TT is flatly agonizing to see one of
J. Npshville's most respected professlon-

ileaders, Dr, Henry
Victim of character
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when he sees one.

see
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vyhhb ur. r osiers unclear record on 
abortion is a part of the confirmation' 
equation, it is only a small part. The 
Senate’s 45-member anti-abortion bloc 
would be better served to look at the 
totality of Dr. Foster's record and 

• perhaps even celebrate the fact that 
Clinton is replacing the unfocused, 
rambling and generally missionless

There’s a Democrat in the White House
and the Senate is controlled by
Republicans, many of whom seem

performed a niumberof abortions over- Dr. Foster’s stands onabortion,
contraceptives or sex education. But at 
least he would come to the office with a 
specific mission and credentials to 
match.

Dr. Foster deserves to be judged on 
the totality of his medical experience 
and the strength of his commitment to 
public health. If that totality is weak, so 
be it But don’t "Bork" a nominee on a 
single issue.

Foster 
was defeated by a Democratic- 
controlled Senate that expanded Its 
confirmation role beyond what was 
intended by the Constitution by 
rejecting an otherwise qualified 
nominee on narrow philosophical 
grounds.

_  Today, the shoe is on the other foot 

and the Senate is controlled by
Republicans, many of whom seem 
fixated on the fact that Dr. Foster has, 
|r-« w * aS m _ ■. ZW , «• ,
35 years of practicing medicine’

While Dr. Foster’s unclear record

Don’t judge Foster on one issue

when he sees one.
Dr. Foster, the acting director of 

Meharry Medical College in Nashville, 
has spent a good portion of his career in 
the trenches of the war against teen-age 
pregnancy. He is best known for 
Mehany’s successful “I Have a Future” 
program, which teaches teen-agers in 
two Nashville housing projects to delay 
sex and childbearing. President Clinton 
has asked Dr. Foster to lead the 
administration’s campaign against teen 
pregnancy-.

After two years of Dr. Elders 
careening from one issue to the next, 
and all of them being basically 
inconsequential to the health of most 
Americans, it would be refreshing to 
a Surgeon General who has some 
credibility on a topic of national 
importance. There are few problems 
more vexing than the epidemic of teen 
pregnancy, which is related to other 
social problems such as juvenile crime, 
welfare reform and high-school drop­
out rates. (See related editorial and Tim 
Giago’s column on this page.)

- everyone will agree with all of

contraceptives or sex education. But at 
least he would come to the office with a 
specific mission and credentials to

to judgment on President Clinton’s 
nomination of Dr. Henry Foster Jr. to 
succeed Dr. Joycelyn Elders would do 
well to pause, take a deep breath and 
recall a name from the not-so-distant 
past—Robert Bort

When be was
nominated to the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1987,
Bork was savaged by
liberals who focused on
a few of his most
controversial-legal
decisions and writings
while ignoring the bulk I
of what was a
distinguished judicial 
record. His nomination
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inothere, the Senate Republicans charged with nents a chance to stand foursquare against a worn 
fopfiSig his nomination should bo cheering that sn’s right to choose, A .

,K Fctert 1 have a Future’ progran ui NaA- o? Uta
ville encourages young people to practice absti- stream of American opinion.

------- develop job skills and gain some self-re-

ualiy active. These are common-sense alternatives

;SZ?8e S VgS Gai bX oTtoe fZned by opponents who want to trip him up. In

Bill Clinton inhaled to wl

less than a dozen to perhaps hundreds - is being 
  ’ ia 

 .  from
whether Bill Clinton inhaled to whether George 
Bush was “out of the loop” on Iran-Contra - the 
iih becomes not the action itself but whether the

him “Elders Light,” after his deposed predecessor, 
.Joycelyn Elders, and to urge Republicans to “go to 

*the mat” to oppose him.
fj •>'

(Sod medicine from Dr. Foster
• ■ nence, develop job skills and gain some self-re-

IS when dl. are Mug murdered for perfcm- to the unwanted ^gna»» that aborts oppm 
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of the nation’B fight against teen pregnancies.

cema.

J.

while rritirizing the White House’s handling j.

Foster.
In the Senate’s nomination hearings, such ■' 

questions as the abortions performed by Dr.

lecades of communit

I

campaign to combat teen pregnancies, which 
he mentioned in the State of the Union mes­
sage, will b* one of the appointee’s top con-

But the nomination is already embroiled in

geon.
Dr. Foster brings to the high-profile but 

minor federal post experience in dealing with 
the problems of pregnant teen-agers in their -■ 
surroundings. The purpose of the neighbor­
hood clinics he founded in Nashville is to pre- 
vent pregnancies by making abstinence the 
central message.

I* 

gur- ’

controversy because the White House waited cahed Dn F^er J
until a dav after last Thursdays announce- T■>

would “go to the mat” in opposing his nomi- • 
nation.

But Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, 
while rntirizing the White House’s handling j. 
of the nomination, which he feels is in jeop- 

records to provide precise information. ardy • Dr. Foster has done a lot of good ,
And opponents of his nomination revealed things’on teen-age pregnancy and should be 

Tuesday that Dr. Foster headed research in given a fair hearing.
’ In the forefront of those strongly support- 

___ _ ive of Dr. Foster are the American Medical " 
The White House said it was aware when it A^anriatinn, Dr. Louis Sullivan, secretary of 

nominated Foster of his abortion-related Department of Health and Human Serv- ; 
work. Yet withholding its knowledge of that under President Bush, and Sen. Bill ■-
work was another example of bad judgment frigt, R-Tenn., a Nashville transplant 
by the Clinton administration. With egg on
its face, the White House sought to offset 
criticism from conservatives by focusing on 
the 10,000 babies Dr. Foster delivered during
a career of nearly 30 years and his work to 
promote abstinence among teen-agers. But 
anti-abortion groups and their supporters in 
Congress mounted a campaign against Dr.

’ In the unfolding debate it is important to In the Senate’s nomination hearings, such 
keep in mind that the main reason he was questions as the abortions performed by Dr. 
nominated was the program he founded to Foster and his association with Planned Par- 
fight teen-age pregnancy in the housing de- enthood must be weighed fairly in the per- 
velopments of Nashville, Tenn. At the heart specnve of a medical career marked by 
of his “I Have a Future" program is getting decades of community leadership.

■ nominee to succeed the fired Dr. Joycelyn delay sexual activity.
■ Elders as surgeon general is an obstetrid- The Nashville effort focuses on building
an-gynecologist who has been in the forefront self-esteem, developing job skills, learning 7 
of the nation’s fight against teen pregnancies. self-control and dealing with conflicts in rela-

In tapping the 61-year-old Dr. Henry Foe- tionshipa. Twice a week, children also can get . 
ter Jr., who has been dean and acting presi- physical exams, screening for sexually trans- 
dent of Meharry Medical College, Mr. mitted diseases, pregnancy tests and contra­
Clinton has served notice that a national ceptives.

Another aspect of Dr. Foster’s career being 
targeted tty conservatives is his long ties to 
the Planned Parenthood Federation of . 
Amprirj, which provides abortion counseling. ? 
Gary Bauer, president of the conservative T

until a day after last Thureday-s smnoun^- ^F^d ^d he ho^d senators J
ment to reveal that Dr. Foster performed
fewer than a dozen hospital abortions, mostly
to save the mother’s life or in casee of rape or 
incest An unspecified number apparently
were elective abortions. The White House
Tuesday said Dr. Foster was going over his

Dr. Foster and teen pregnancies :
t is encouraging that President Clinton’s across to kids that it is in their best interest to ?

Elders as surgeon general is an obstetnci-

Sop^teof^n^tetion^vealed things’on teen-age pregnancy and should be ••

the early 1980s on a drug to induce early abor­
tions.



any reason.

White House 
must stand 

up to assault, 
site sv 

nomination to 
bo considorod 

on merits*

Foster Nomination
St.Paul Pioneer Press, 2/8/_95

Defy the extremists; 
stand by nominee

rp he. social ultraconservatives
I assailing Dr. Henry Foster's 

nomination as surgeon general 
demonstrate a commitment to the 
extremism of anti-abOrtion poli­
tics. Common decency, be hanged.

The White House must stand up 
to this assault and allow the nomi­
nation to be considered on Fos­
ter’s merits to serve the president as a physician, 
administrator and leader on public health policy.

For its part, the White House could have helped 
itself and Foster’s prospects by talking through his 
background in absolutely forthright terms with Sen­
ate leaders. The White House should have known that 
Foster, an obstetrician-gynecologist, would draw im­
mediate fire because in the course of his practice he 
has performed abortions. Once again, the White 
House underestimated the fervor of its opposition.

Never mind that Foster is noted fdr working with 
pregnancy prevention programs or has delivered 
10,000 babies during a 20-ycar medical career. Tbe 
far right was bound to zero in, demonizing Foster in 
order to advance a narrow ideological agenda against 
sexuality education, birth control and abortion for 
any reason.

In the twisted ways of Washington, the central 
issue here is something other than Foster or his 
qualifications to be surgeon general. The issue is 
whether the hard right will score a guerrilla war 
victory over mainstream governance. That can be 
accomplished by continuing to terrorize the adminis- 
tration until it withdraws the Foster nomination be­
fore confirmation hearings. Or the extortion plot can 
play out in the Senate, where other Clinton nominees 
were chopped to pieces even under Democratic rule.

The Clinton administration must not cut and run 
this time. It has a basic obligation to govern, an 
obligation being challenged by the extremists target­
ing the Foster nomination as surgeon general.
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Winning by Intimidation

By ELLEN GOODMAN

I
practice. No one is picketing his tors in Pensacola, Florida, and two business of prevenUon. Public­
house or targeting his family. It’s on- clinic workers in Brookline, Massa- health workers are the medical peo-

con-

one

Doctors of his generation are old
celyn Elders was so unceremonious- names and addresses — by the enough to remember when women 
ly evicted. Now it appears that this American Coalition of Life Activists. died from Illegal abortions. They are

Now Henry Foster, a ’’safe

hit lists.grounds that he only performed a 
few abortions or that he did them for

ob-gyn, a man who delivered 10,000
l_’_: :
school and the force behind a teen­
age pregnancy prevention program,

„„ ... J But the push to disqualify this old enough to have seen the need for
babies, a former dean of a medical man from public service because he this choice and old enough to have 

performed abortions Is another way seen the sorrow of facing such a 
age piegnancy prevcuuuu piugisuu, to make doctors outcasts. It’s part of choice. It's not a cliche, but a lifetime 
also performed abortions in his 30- the effort to make abortion a pariah of experience, that prompts such a 
year practice. This safe choice has medical service — Illegitimate if not man to say of abortion: "My wish is 
become another target in the abor- Illegal. It's part of the plan by oppo- that it be safe, legal and rare." 
tlon war zone. nents to win by Intimidation. To tar- This Is what most Americans

Suddenty, Sen. Bob Dole doesn’t get what they see as the “weak link" wish. How then did Dr. Foster be- 
"llke what I hear, what I read.” Sen. In abortion rights — the 3,000 or so come such a tempting target?
Orrin Hatch says there are "some doctors who perform most of the 1.5 We live In an era when doctors 
very troubling things concerning his million abortions a year. are being threatened and killed,
nomination.” Sen. Trent Lott thinks If Dr. Foster is banned from pub- Their names are on Wanted Posters. 
"It Is in serious trouble." Now the lie office because he performed a le- Their clinics are on terrorists’ maps, 
pro-life movement, on the basis of a gal medical procedure, then what Yet politicians still believe they can 
dubious transcript claims he per- about the others? The doctors, the appease the people in this increas- 
formed 700 abortions. The president nurses, the counselors, the clinic ingly radical movement, 
has added an “If' to his support for workers, indeed, the women who F /
the Tennessean: "if the facts are as I have had abortions? They would all, choice,' ’ a man who made his mark 
understand them to be.” as pro-choice leader Kate Michelman working to reduce teen-age pregnan-

Dr. Foster Is losing his footing. He said, be branded with the same scar- cles, is under attack. And now too 
Is sliding down the verbal slippery let "A." we will find out which politicians
slope that Is greased so regularly by I am uncomfortable with those have the courage to defend one doc- 
extremlsts in the pro-life movement, who defend Dr. Foster on the tor from the folks who make up the

On their slope, doctors who per- grounds that he only performed a hit lists.
form abortions are labeled "abortion few abortions or that he did them for --------------------- -------------------------
doctors" as if they were a species good reasons — for the health of the Ellen Goodman is a syndicated col-
beyond the medical pale. "Abortion mother, for rape or incest. If his ap- umnist

ly his chance to become surgeon chusetts. Now, other doctors go to pie who go to the source of the prob­
general that's under attack. The work wearing bulletproof vests and lem. In this case the source of the 
weapons this time are the fax and go to sleep with rifles by their beds, problem at the front of national con- 
the phone, the press release and the Many are simply scared off. sciousness is unwed teen-age preg-
medla. The assault is political. No one has yet called the dignified nancy. This Is where Dr. Foster has

A few years ago, Dr. Foster was 61-year-old Dr. Foster a “murderer." spent his energy. In a program called 
one of George Bush’s thousand At least not In public. Nor has his appropriately, “I Have a Future." It’s 
points of fi^it. A few days ago, he name been added to the hit list of the the campaign he’s been assigned to 
became Bill Clinton’s cautious pick "Deadly Dozen” doctors distributed wage by the president, 
for the bully pulpit from which Joy- just last month — complete with F "

docs" are further marginalized as polntment hinges on the right num- 
  ■•abortionists" with the M.D. excised ber of abortions or the right kind of 

Foster is lucky. It’s'his nominal altogether. Finally they are branded abortions. It is still a litmus test on

Dr. Foster doesn't need a security turned Into a demon. At the bottom

Boston.
n the scheme of things. Dr. Henry

tlon that's In jeopardy, not his life, as "murderers." Thus a doctor is the right to perform abortions.
Dr. Foster doesn't need a security turned into a demon. At the bottom As head of the public health serv-

guard— yet — to go about his dally of the slope lie the bodies of two doc- ice. the surgeon general is in the 
nrartice No one is nickeline his tors In Pensacola, Florida, and two business of prevention. Public-
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Clinton must stand by his choice

more a disqualification for surgeon general

Associated Press

Henry Foster and President Clinton

I
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than a lawyer’s representation of controversial 
clients would rule him or her out to be attorney 

general.
Ultimately, what 

matters is the totality 
of Foster’s medical 
practice and his ser­
vice to his community, 
From all accounts, he 
has been a conscien­
tious physician, a 
respected educator and 
the originator of an 
admired program to 
reduce teen pregnan­
cies in Nashville. The 
American Medical 
Association and the 
American College of 
Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists support 
his nomination.

A medical profes­
sional with Foster’s 
credentials deserves a 
fair confirmation hear­
ing, not a witch hunt 
arranged by abortion 

foes. He also deserves the unstinting support of 
the White House, which is notorious for aban­
doning potentially difficult nominees. Clinton, 
who campaigned for the presidency as a sup­
porter of women’s rights to choose, dares not 
back away from that principle now.

The White House ought to be ashamed for all of them perfectly legal and most of them 
fumbling yet another high-profile appointment, therapeutic. His ^record in thatj-egard isjio 
Just the same, President Clinton has no reason J2
to be ashamed of his selection of Dr. Henry
Foster Jr. to be surgeon general.

Any connection
with abortion is
bound to attract con­
troversy these days.
Clinton’s aides should
have been sufficiently
sensitive to that polit­
ical fact of life to try
to make certain how
many times and
under what circum­
stances Foster per­
formed the procedure
— so as to avoid any
impression they were
trying to mislead
Congress or the
public.

It should have
come as no surprise
that Foster performed
an occasional abor­
tion during his 30-
year career of deliv­
ering babies. Many
obstetricians do.

But White House aides mistakenly told Sen.
Nancy Kassebaum (R-Kan.), chairwoman of a
committee that will consider Foster’s appoint­
ment, that he had performed only one abortion.

In fact, when Foster checked his files, he
found the correct number was nearly a dozen,

.<■ J
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EDITORIALS

Message to Clinton:

Stand By Your Man

M chanan called Foster “a part-time abortion­
ist” who is “de facto, unqualified to ascend 
the bully pulpit of surgeon general and 
lecture as a moral teacher.”

Buchanan ignores the fact that far from 
committing a crime, Foster performed a 
procedure that most Americans believe 
should be available and that is a protected, 
constitutional right. Whether he supervised 
a dozen abortions, as he says, or more, as 
right-to-lifers claim, abortions were a mi­
nuscule, but highly proper, part of his prac-Abortion 

foes have 
reduced the 
surgeon 
general 
nomination 
to a single 
issue

UCH AS Dr. C. Everett Koop led a 
highly visible national campaign 
against smoking, Dr. Henry Foster 

Jr. could effectively wage a battle against 
teenage pregnancy — if given the chance.

But anti-abortion forces are seeking to 
reduce President Clinton’s laudable nomi­
nation of Foster as surgeon general to the 
single issue of how many pregnancies the 

physician has ter­
minated.

They ignore 
that in an illustri­
ous 30-year career 
he was the respect­
ed dean of Mehar- 
ry Medical College 
in Nashville. They 
ignore that he is 
one of the nation’s 
leading authorities 
on reducing infant 
mortality and teen­
age drug abuse. 
They ignore that 

he delivered 10,000 babies. They ignore that 
he spearheaded a model program to deal 
with the national crisis of teen pregnancy.

The 61-year-old obstetrician and gynecol­
ogist has derisively been called “Elders 
Lite” by Gary Bauer, president of the Fami­
ly Research Council, a conservative think 
tank. Bauer referred to Dr. Joycelyn Elders, 
the ousted surgeon general whose tenure 
was marked by controversial statements on 
legalizing drugs, abortion and, finally, mas­
turbation.

Conservative commentator Patrick Bu-

tice.

Ithough the Clinton administration 
has handled some aspects of Foster’s 

nomination with characteristic clumsiness, 
White House staff blunders should not be 
used to defeat a man of distinction. Foster 
could serve the country well, especially in 
employing the surgeon general’s office to 
speak against teenage pregnancy and in 
repheating the “I Have a Future” program 
he founded in two Nashville public housing 
developments. The program, which now 
serves about 150 teenagers a week, attempts 
to stem teenage pregnancies by stressing 
abstinence, responsibility, conflict resolu­
tion and job skills.

In Clintonesque fashion, the president in 
recent days has shown signs of wavering. 
But, both in terms of policy and of politics, 
it would be disastrous for him to wilt before 
the high-pressure tactics of right-wingers 
and loudmouth talk-show hosts. Dr. Foster 
is an esteemed physician accused of noth­
ing more than carrying out one of the du­
ties of his profession. If Clinton folds, both 
he and the country will be the losers.
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Cowardice at his convictions

w

VMH

HAT do you want in a public 
servant? Someone who is intelli­
gent enough to have strong 

convictions and courageous enough to act 
according to those beliefs?

If that sounds good, you had better 
tell Congress because something is replac­
ing those obvious attributes when it comes 
to filling high-profile public jobs.

The main requirement for winning 
Senate confirmation these days is that a 
person has never said or done anything 
that might have upset a special interest 
group. Inoffensiveness is an asset.

Not inoffensiveness in the sense of 
being able to disagree without being 
disagreeable. No. The object is to have 
lived a low-profile, no-paper-trail life. The 
goal is to have lived without doing, 
writing or saying anything — ever — that 
might ruffle the feathers of some politi­
cally active group.

Possessing a resume of J.Q. Milque­
toast is particularly important when the 
word “abortion” blazes onto the scene.

As evidence we offer Dr. Henry 
Foster Jr.

President Clinton’s nominee for the 
post of surgeon general was widely praised 
last week. If the endorsements of the 
American Medical Association and the 
American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists weren’t enough, he also had 
the tacit smile of the Bush administration, 
which had named him one of a “1,000 
Points of Light.”

Foster was best known for a 
teen-pregnancy prevention program called 
“I Have a Future.” The unassailable logic 
and morality behind the idea was that kids 

should be taught to delay teen-age sex and 
child-rearing for their own good. Foster 
says his first priority in counseling 
teen-agers is to stress abstinence.

That is undeniably a message Amer­
ica needs to hear.

But America may not get that lesson 
from Dr. Foster. The reason is that during 
a career in which he delivered more than 
10,000 babies, Foster also terminated 
fewer than a dozen pregnancies. One 
could argue that the numbers are in line 
with the nation’s attitude toward abortion: 
that it should be legally available, but rare.

His actions also reflect the actions of 
a man who was more concerned with 
providing his patients with complete 
medical services than in remaining uncon- 
troversial enough to someday be con­
firmed to a government post. A post, 
ironically, from which he could preach a 
message that would decrease the demand 
for abortions.

Now that the facts have hit the news, 
Foster is sinking fast. Senators are falling 
all over themselves trying to back away 
from a nominee who shows more integrity 
than they can stomach. Excuses fly like 
confetti: The Clinton administration 
should have told us, they say. We should 
have been warned that we might be asked 
to take a difficult position.

But that isn’t really the point.
Foster’s problem is that he did 

something out of conscience and convic­
tion that some people disagree with.

He no longer fits the narrow 
definition of what one must be to pass the 
scrutiny of the pressure groups that make 
Congress cower.

CONGRESS AND
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Judge Foster on Qualifications
If the Senate rejects President Clinton'x choice for US. xurgeon 

general, it ahould do »o on merit—not for the lame excuse that the 
nominee has performed abortions.

Yet that is the reason for mounting conservative opposition to 
Dr. Henry Porter Jr., whom Clinton has asked to lead a national 

career a» ah obetetririan^ryneoolociat. He alao performed "fewer 
than 12" abortions, mostly on victim* of rape or incest, and when 
the mother'* life was in danger.

Anti-abortinn .force* arc rallying opposition to Foster for per- 
fonnint abortions, and for aerving on the board of Planned Par­
enthood. A* a result. Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole (R- 
Kah.) now uys Foeter will face "some difficulty.”

Too bad. Instead of narrowly focusing on a single issue. Foster's 
detractors ought to conxider hi* many qualificatlona. Foxter is 
widely known for hi* "I Have * Future" program to reduce preg­
nancy among teens in public housing in NaahviUe. Preventing teen 
pregnancy, research shows. « critical to help reduce associated 
problems, including welfare dependency, child abuse and negiect-

We urge President Clinton to hang tough on Foxter* nomina­
tion. Whatever one may think about abortion, fact is it’s legal. A 
qualified professional ought not be rejected for public service aim- 
ply because he provided a legal medical procedure.
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bis merits as a physician and educator. Congres-

lege in Nashville, Tenn.; has been an 
Obstetrician and gynecologist for 30 ypars; 
and developed a widely admired program

uccu rcvQgmzeu as a consuttitionaliy pro- 
tected right since 1973. And much of the

abortions in the first place.

•:

I
-a '

aimed at teaching inner-city teenager to 
postpone sex and childbearing.

He has, in short, just the mix of! aca­
demic credentials and real-world experi­
ence needed for this bully pulpit role.
Unless some hitherto unknown blot on
his record turns up, the Senate ought to Hear Foster

engaged in illegal activity, abortion has 
been recognized as a constitutionally pro­
tected right since 1973. And much of the 
nominee’s public health advocacy work 
has focused on preventing the need for

S!dS ?0of back-

w-;

Good choice for surgeon general
L^J^?^Zar^tick’.HenryFosteris abortions. But Foster estimates the number

babies he has deliver^. And those abortions?^ 

sional Republicans trying'to ’tST his or-to
nomination into a litmus test on abortion Sms^c^ fS- c^r‘
do the cause of public health no favor. nuyorrty

Foster’s merits appear to be consider- ^^/nces

Congress beforehand; where abortion is 
concerned, nothing is simple. But this 
seems to be a forgivable omission. More­
over, it is not as if Foster has been
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Doctor’s efforts fight teen 

pregnancy, welfare

Abortion opponents are expected to 
lobby Congress about Fosters nominar 
bon, 'srtticit is certainly tbelr right But 
before lawmakers make up their minds 
about Foster, they need to examine all of 
the doctors lengthy resume — In context 
— not just the footnotes.

After they do, they will find that this 
nation has few physicians who have 
waged the kind of successful war against

from the facts. <
But to oppose Foster without taking a 

close look at what he has done, and what 
he stands for, would be a disservice. If he 
is rejected, it would not only be a toss for 
Foster and the White House. It would be 
a loss for a nation that could use the 
talent energy and the personal skills of 
such a devoted man. Bl

mates he has delivered about 10,000 ba­
bies. 

Soon after he was nominated by Mr. 
□inton. however, some critics focused on 
the fact that Foster has performed a realize that very goal One of the surest, 

cording to the White House, the pre^an- a ’

Prevent the pregnancy — and at the 
time, underscore the need for re- 

acivists Choto - and wetoe ea» be

The White House COUld have given its 
nominee more backing by being more 
precise with the Information about the 
abortions that Foster had performed. 
Surely White House officials realized that 
by nominating an ob/gyn, the issue of

' -J
rHE TENNESSEAN — TuMdUy, Fd>n1<ry 7/1905f

teen pregnancy that Foster has waged.
Lawmakers, no doubt, will be bom­

barded with information from Foster's 

respected reputation as an administrator, learn about Foster's impact,

Mehany Medical College. benefited from Foster's program.
As a obstetrician/gynecolo^st, Foster's plenty of those young people can be 

profession js helpingjo give life^He^esh- foimd here Nashville.
J ‘ a great deal of the conservative pitch

in the past several months has been to 
get famines off public assistance. Here's 
a mon who has been active in trying to 

shortest reads to welfare dependancy to­

mes tn most of those cases had been
caused by rape or incest, or has threat­
ened the life of the woman.

Some :
seem to want to use those dozen abor­
tions to portray Foster as an abortionist.
He is not

EGs anti-pregnancy pregram for teens
teaches self-esteem. It also happens to
offer contraceptives to young people who

the program is nothing but a condom-dis­
tribution agency. It isn’t

Foster has a longstanding association
with the Planned Parenthood program,
serving as a board member. But to hear
his opponents, one would think Planned
Parenthood is nothing but an abortion
factory. It isn’t It is a health service

agency.

• a Gannett newspaper MMauan

 Foster shares goals 
of many of his criti
A T EMBERS of Congress who might 

IVLbe reluctant about Dr, Henry Fos­
ter’s nomination as surgeon general
should recognize that their goals and his
are the same. 

Foster was an inspired choice of Presi­
dent Clinton to replace the controversial
Joycelyn Elders as the nation’s most visi­
ble health advocate. Foster’s record of
service strikes at the very heart of what
many members of the new Congress, in­
cluding conservative Republicans, have
been advocating.

His “I Have a Future" program, aimed
at curbing teen pregnancy, has targeted
at-risk young people, instilling in them a
sense of responsibility. The program was
hailed by the Bush administration as one
of its 1,000 Points of Light 

Meanwhile, Foster established a highly supporters as well as his critics. But if 
respected reputation as an administrator, learn about Foster's impact
serving at one time as acting president of should simply ask the kids who have
Mehany Medical College.

As a obstetrician/gynecologist Fester's
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given contraceptives. By all a 
the program hai beefi a succcSk.

. we

is in trouble, for no legitimate reason.

Surgeon general
The sound selection of Henry Foster Jr.
Faced with a firestorm over his choice dominantly black medical college and 
for surgeon general, President Clinton as a member of a Planned Parenthood 
kept his cool. He needs to maintain advisory board, to say nothing of his 
that admirable attitude, as he did Sun- successful practice of medicine, 
day and Monday in statements reaf­
firming support for his nominee. Perversely, Foster’s distinguished 30-

ycar record in medicine provokes the
Opposition to Dr. Henry Foster J r. was most virulent of the overheated opposi- 
inevitabie. Foster’s superior qualifies- tion. Critics seem as appalled that a 
tions did nothing to lessen the ardor of gynecologist-obstetrician has per- 
critics who immediately lashed out at formed a few of the medically routine, 
his failure to conform to iheir particu- legal procedures called abortion as they 
lar definitions of family Values. When would ifhe had never delivered babies, 
it was later noted that Foster had per- Foster says he has performed about a 
formed several abortions, opposition dozen abortions and perhaps 10,000 
grew. The result is that the nomination deliveries. If his abortion record has 

any relevance at all to his appointment, 
it is in a proportion no greater than that 

In contrast, there are sound reasons to same 12-to-10,000ratio.
endorse Clinton’s selection.! Among
them is Foster’s success in combatting The real relevance is the ability Foster 
teenage pregnancy in Tennessee. His would display as surgeon general, who 
means to that end is an after-school in Clinton’s sensible view should lead 
program that combines medical ser- the campaign against teen pregnancy, 
vices and family-life (classes with tutor- Foster’s ability appears impressive, 
ing and job training. The emphasis is Perhaps confirmation hearings will 
on teenage sexual abstinence, but show unsuspected flaws, but nothing 
youngsters unwilling to practice it are yet known would justify rejecting the 
given contraceptives. By all accounts, nominee or withdrawing his name, 
the program haibec^ a success. I

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole differs 
Applause for Foster's nomination from with Foster's philosophy but praises his 
the likes of Louis Sullivan, secretary of accomplishments. Moreover, “. . . we 
Health and Human Services under shouldn’t shoot down somebody before 
President Bush, is therefore as unsur- they've even had a hearing,” he said, 
prising as the criticism. Foster’s career His colleagues should follow Dole’s 
includes service as president of a pre- advice.
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Let the good doctor be heard
If Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. had made a career as an 

abortion clinic operator, the rush to criticize his se­
lection as the next surgeon general would not seem 
out of the ordinary.

If he were prominent at one end of the abortion­
debate spectrum. President Clinton would be taking 
the heat he’d asked for by forwarding such a vulnera­
ble nominee to a Republican-controlled Senate quite 
respectful of the fact that abortion remains anathema 
to many Americans.

In fact, however, the Tennessee obstetrician-gyne­
cologist, whom President Clinton picked last week to 
replace Dr. Joycelyn Elders, made a name for himself 
by delivering babies—thousands and thousands of 
them—and by preaching abstinence to teenagers in 
two Nashville housing projects.

By all accounts, he is pretty far from a speciahst m 
abortions, having performed, in his words, “fewer 
than a dozen” in a 30-year career.

Yet it is the abortions and the fact Foster serves on 
the board of Planned Parenthood of Tennessee that 
have inflamed anti-abortion groups and a number of 
Republican lawmakers altogether too eager to rush to 
judgment on the surgeon general nominee.

Sen. Dan Coats of Indiana, for one, called Foster “a 
former abortionist” and predicted a battle over his 
confirmation. Sen. Trent Lott of Mississippi said, “I 

do think it is in serious trouble.”
Wait a minute here, senators. Let the good doctor 

have his day in the legislative hearing room first.
And in keeping with custom on such nominations, 

let the president have the surgeon general of his 
choice unless strong evidence emerges to show that 
he is unqualified.

That Foster performed abortions—most of them, he 
said, in cases involving rape or incest or danger to 
the mother’s life—ought not automatically disqualify 
him.

Abortion is a legal medical procedure, after all, de­
spite its opponents’ ardent wishes to the contrary. It 
would be unusual for a veteran physician to be free 
of any experience with it

Members of the Senate, where the Foster nomina­
tion will survive or die, ought to withhold judgment 
until after hearings. They should weigh the doctor’s 
total record, too, including the I Have a Future pro­
gram he started in Nashville to urge teenagers to 
delay sexual relations and childbearing.

“My view is we shouldn’t shoot down somebody 
before he’s even had a hearing,” Senate Majority 
Leader Bob Dole said.

Quite right. If they want to do the fair, responsible 
thing, critics of Dr. Foster who have zeroed in on his 
“fewer than a dozen” abortions will hold their fire.
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The cwutiy demands gov- 
emmect action against unwed 
nreznancy, espedaDy among 
teenagers. Dr. Foster seems : 
perfectly positioned to under­
stand the spectrum of issues 
rfrolved. But Americans and 
their lawmakers still seem to 
want tn bebeve that the sadd­
est issues fadng teenagers are 
whether they1!! make the 
homecoming court or the foot­
ball team.

The breeder question is 
whether B21 CHnton's nomi­

nees — and the presifent himself — can 
- - . - —-  — -- —- — ■ - - — _ - . . . »MM . VW.W* 

Foster’s initial difficulty at estimating hew takes repeated flak for poor advance scruti- 
many abortions he has performed. ny of nomaiees such as Dr. Foster, but you

Senators hide behind dams that Dr. have to wender whether anyone could run 
Foster jeoperdieed his "credibility." But the gantiet of litmus tests devised by one 
why did he even have to count the abortions speml-interest group after another, 
he’d done? At what number would he be an The heat on Dr. Foster’s credibility is 
abortionist rather than an obstetrician- only to keep the light away from the real 
gynecologist who offers a range of services travesties: that abortkn opponents are 
to women? And if, by any standard, he were seiring veto power over morp and more 
an abortionist, why would performing a aspects of government, and that the presi- 
legal procedure disqualify him? dart’s foes wanr him stymied at every turn.

implies abortion is a crime. It is

lawmakers—even pro-choice ones — run
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DR. FOSTER
Two intransigent forces target a worthy nominee

wo elements are at
play in the argumeri
over Dr. Henry Foo­
ter’s nomination as

U.S. surgeon generab whaher 
anyone who supports a wom­
an’s right to choose abortion 
can serve the government, qnd 
whether the president’s nomi-
nees for any job can survive the
assaults launched on them.

Anti-abortion forces are
masterful at setting a tone that

not. Still, their shrillness makes Of- Henry Foster
. -I  1 1  

for cover, which they’ve found in Dr. survive the attacks. The White House staff

many abortions he has performed.
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A
general, obstetrician 
Dr, Henry W. Foster

I

Have a Future" program, a collection of child-bearing organs, 
hes teenagers in two Nash- That ought to be a testament in his

i

t truth, ther^ has been 
talk about distributing con- > ■ • • « . • . ■ •

seem to count for naught among the Sen- been programs to distribute them — or 
ate’s new 4$-member, narrowly focused, even information about contraception.

s soon as Presi­
dent Clinton 
nominated him 

to succeed Dr. Joyce- 
lyn Elders as surgeon

ON SURGEON GENERAL
Nominee Dr. Henry 
Foster Jr. should be 

judged on his overall

anti-abortion bloc. ' i Talk is about all Dr. Foster, or any other
That is a chilling message. It says, in surgeon general, can contribute, when 

effect, that the national interest in worn- — across America — it is local school 
en's health begins and ends with their boards that decide how to deal with sex 
wombs and Hint the value of women's education.
lives and health is subordinate to the Dr. Foster deserves to be judged on 
value of fetal life and health. the totality of his medical experience

Yet by most accounts, Dr. Foster is and the strength of his commitment to 
well qualified to become surgeon geni public health. He has viewed his women 
oral. He is best known for Meharry’s sue- patients as whole human beings, not just 
ccssful “I F " --------------- -------------
which teaches teenagers--------
villc housing projects to delay sex and favor.

Don’t rush to judgment
childbearing. President 
Clinton has asked Dr. 
Foster to lead the cam­
paign against teen 
pregnancy.

Therein lies the real 
controversy — the 
extent to which contra­
ception becomes a part 
of sex education. In

Jr.,' acting director of career and thoughts, not
Meharry Medical Col- just on a few abortions.
lege in Nashville, was 1______________ ________
under attack for hav- I i
ing performed therapeutic hbortions. much more l  
Thirty-five years of practicing medicine doms in public schools than there have
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he increasing number of out-of-wed- 
lock teenage pregnancies is one of this 

country’s most disturbing trends. President 
Clinton’s decision to nominate as surgeon 
general a physician who knows the problem, 
and has years of experience trying to combat 
it, therefore, makes perfectly good sense.

The nominee, Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., a 
practicing obstetrician/gynecologist and act­
ing president of Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville, is perhaps best known for a pro­
gram he developed called “I Have a Future,” 
which stresses abstinence and has success­
fully steered at-risk teens away from harm­
ful behavior. A member of the Institute of 
Medicine of the National Academy of 
Sciences, he is one of the nation’s leading au­
thorities on reducing infant mortahty and 
teen drug abuse.

The fact that Foster has performed a 
handful of abortions over the course of a 30- 
year career shouldn’t surprise anybody. Ac­
cording to the White House, he performed 
“less than a dozen,” primarily in cases of 
rape, incest or where the woman’s life was 

endangered, and always in hospital settings. 
But even if it were a hundred - abortion, af­
ter all, is a legal procedure - it ought not be 
a barrier to the appointment.

What is surprising is how clumsily the 
White House handled the issue. Knowing, as 
it surely did, especially after the dismissal of 
Dr. Joycelyn Elders, that some politicians 
would try to make an issue of it, the admin­
istration should have provided full informa­
tion from the start. Instead, it seemed al­
most to be hiding it. Not surprisingly, that 
alienated the very Republican senators, 
those who support abortion rights, that the 
White House needs on its side. Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum, who chairs the committee that 
will consider the nomination, was told by a 
Clinton aide that Foster had performed only 
one abortion. How dumb.

Foster deserved better; he has a distin­
guished record as a physician, as a medical 
administrator and as the creator of a suc­
cessful community program. And he de­
serves better now, both from the Senate and 
the president.

Naming a new surgeon general * 
T
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H
see is

Foster deserves a chance to offer in

pregnancy prevention programs before he 

gets i 1
defined the Elders’ legacy.

|- a nBtFiffiFWMQsf

He’s no Joycelyn Elders
championing the cause.

Rather than a point of contention, 
the obstetrician-gynecologist from Tennes- 

the brilliance behind one of 
President Bush’s “Thousand Points of 

Light” — a values-based teen-age preg­
nancy program for low-income children 
that stresses abstinence, promotes self-es­
teem and teaches job skiUs. The “I Have a 
Future” program offers contraception, but 

no abortion counseling.
Foster, a longtime medical educator, 

is going to need all the charm and 
persuasive powers he can muster to 

 spearhead a national teen-age pregnancy
Early indications of Foster’s philoso- prevention campaign that will get no new 

  federal doUars. He will have to use the 
bully pulpit of the Surgeon General’s 
Office to convince the private sector to 

Elders.-----------------------------. . v zero in on a teen-age pregnancy crisis that
Elders was right to train her sights on president Clinton called in his State of the 

the social and public health dilemmas of Union address “our most serous social 
unintended pregnancy, particularly among problem;-
juveniles. Problems arose when her Because of his bombastic predecessor,
Gatling-gun mouth too often shot wide of likely will have to bowl over senators at
the target. Public disapproval fired back at confirmation hearing.
her and the Clinton White House, which Foster deserves a chance to offer in
gave Elders her walking papers m views Qn abOrtion and
December. nreenancy prevention programs before he

In Foster, there appears to be an P B ith the same brush that
opportunity to refocus national attention
on the problem, not the individual

----------ENRY Foster Jr., the nominee 
for surgeon general, has a fierce 
commitment to teen-age preg­

nancy prevention — just like Joycelyn 
Elders, the fired surgeon general.

He approves distributing contracep­
tion to youths and he supports abortion 
rights, just like Joycelyn Elders.

He is an Arkansas native, just like 

Joycelyn Elders.
Although the Family Research Coun­

cil was quick to tag Dr. Foster “Elders 
Lite,” he is no Joycelyn Elders. That’s a 
distinction that will prove to be more 
important than the similarities.

1_ ..... , 
phy suggest mainstream America will 
have less difficulty identifying with his 
message than it did with the combative
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It's up to rational members of Con-

looks like a good fit for the job of

I

I

i

counselors teach “sexual responsibili- 
“ — condoms and contraceptives —

eSS ® wSS “I Ha?e A Future” fighting the teen pregnancy epidemic. 

! i

Surgical decision
Clinton’s nominee for surgeon general is a good one

T T ENRY W. Foster Jr., the presi-n dent’s nominee for surgeon gen-X X eral, is admirably suited to car­
ry out Clinton’s top social priority:
leading a national campaign to reduce
teen pregnancy.

But first he’s got to get past the
contraception question.

Foster, 61, is an obstetrician-gynecol­
ogist on sabbatical from Meharry Medi­
cal College, where was medical school
dean and acting president B<itaned

ty" — condoms and contraceptives — 
as well as abstinence.

Furthermore, Foster serves on 
Planned Parenthood boards, supports 
abortion rights, and performed “fewer 
than a dozen” abortions in 30 years of 
practice.

In announcing Foster's nomination, 
Clinton tried to defuse the condom co­
nundrum, saying that “there is no na­
tional policy” on contraception use; all 
that should be decided locally.

Foster's already been called "Elders

the ^ed«al community. And unKke the
10 ^*17 in Nashville public housing terminally truthful Joycelyn Elders, 
10 halS them develop job ousted for aayrng masturbation doesn t
S teaxS aS family resporSibili- lead to hairy palms, Foster is capable

’'MSSU ~ o. Doom 

program showed dramatic success ta advocS

are raduemg th. use of condoms to prevent the 
the incidence of low-birth-weight ba- spread of AIDS, 

dwg use, AIDS and smoking. It's up to rational members of Con- 
b But som SLervatives aren't willing gross to seize control of the thswssion 

surgeon general who ad- about Foster’s qualifications. So far, he 
tocaSTanything bther than cold show- « tmod fit for the job of



Foster Jr. for the post of surgeon general, intends The Republican majority surely understands

rdg= s 

teenage pregnancies while increasing jobis . launched in 1964 by Surgeon General Luther 
sexual responsibility and peaceful co Terry and carried on with vigor and success by

'““option ta nised an Want air. Dr. C EJer* Koop, who served under Indent 

however. He is being attacked for having per- o general, Dr. Joyce-
formed legal abortions, for his membership on Mr.Clintons wstsurg g

s main­
stream. Those who want to reduce teenage preg­
nancy and violence should not hesitate to support 

this nominee.

Hartford Courant; 2-6-95 , 1 1 f .1 J- L

• Dr. Foster is eminently suitable for the job

of-wedlock births to young wfoa* has be g nera reJectlon WOuld be un-

run a highly successful program for ^f^geon general has' few direct powers

Jod the number of but ran «. the office « . pulpit The gtw-

offering free physical exams, screening for. _ 
ally transmitted diseases, pregnancy tests and 
contraceptives at two Nashville housing projects

The morality police have pledged to wage a
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stands the major public 
capable of working hard t

acting president at Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville. He said that in addition to attacking

groups that don’t like his 
Parenthood of America and

■aceptive element of the “I Have a 
m. Complaints have come fromprogr;

Republic

Foster had performed. Dr. Foster said Friday 
that in addition to delivering 10,000 babies over 
three decades, he performed fewer than a dozen 
abortions, mostly to save the woman’s life or to 
end a pregnancy caused by rape or incest.

Mainstream medical groups, including the 
American Medical Association, have praised his 
selection.

The surgeon general should be a person with a 
and a broad 

>. Dr. 
Foster shouldn’t be condemned for his efforts to 
reduce teen-ai
performing a few ab'ortions over a long career. If 
ne can convince the Senate that he under- 

: health issues and is 
capable of working hard to deal with the health 
problems of the whole population, his nomina­
tion should be looked at favorably.

Assurances Needed From Clinton Nominee *
Henry Foster Jr., the doctor whom President

Clinton nominated to succeed Dr. Joycelyn
Elders as U.S. surgeon general, has been de­
scribed as a mild-mannered consensus-builder.
He also has a background in education and 
public health. Those qualifications should serve
him if he is confirmed for his new position.

Dr. Foster said one of his goals would be 
to promote sexual abstinence and sexual respon­
sibility among teen-agers. He is the originator of 
the “I Have a Future* program, founded in 1987
in Nashville’s subsidized public housing projects.
The program is designed to help teen-agers make 
wise choices, avoiding pregnancy and continuing 
their education. It teaches them to believe in 
themselves and to behave responsibly. It also 
helps them acquire job skills. It provides tutoring, 
family life classes and medical services, including
the distribution of contraceptives in some cir­
cumstances.

Dr. Foster has been a chairman, a dean and an

the epidemic of adolescent pregnancies, his 
priorities would include assuring “healthier starts 
for our children,” AIDS prevention and dis­
couraging tobacco use, particularly in young 
people.

Dr. Foster’s appointment is being opposed by 
some conservative groups that don’t like his 
work with Planned Parenthood of America and 
his support of individual choice on abortion, as 
well as the contraceptive element of the “I Have a 
Future” program. Complaints have come from 
some Republicans in Congress that the White 
House mishandled the nommation by not imme­
diately disclosing details about abortions that Dr.

strong commitment to public health and a b 
knowledge of the nation’s health problems.

ige pregnancies nor disqualified for 
few abortions over a long career. If
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Medical chief
tn recent years, the nation’s surgeons general

have emphasized preventive health care strate­
gies, from castigating cigarette smoking to halt­
ing the epidemic of teen-age pregnancies. It 
appears Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., President 
Clinton’s choice to be the new surgeon general, 
would continue the effort.

When the surgeon general Speaks, he or she 
has a national stage. He or she can set an 
agenda. It’s encouraging that the nominee wants 
to continue to focus on the tragedy of the 
nation’s teen-age pregnancy rate and related 
infant mortality. So did Joycelyn Elders, the for­
mer surgeon general, who was fired last month 
after her remarks about teaching children mas­
turbation. Elders’ comments were just the latest 
in a long line of intemperate and confronta­
tional remarks which revealed more about her 

lack of political sophistication than her medical 

expertise.
Foster; 61, will have to display more discipline 

as he is questioned for confirmation. He will 
need to convince senators that his already 
demonstrated strengths can help the country 
tackle national health issues.

An obstetrician-gynecologist, Foster is acting 
director of Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville. He founded the institution’s “I Have a 
Future” program that tries to delay teen-agers 
sexual activity and childbearing by teaching 
them self-control, self-esteem, good relation­
ships and by developing job skills. The program, 
which is being copied elsewhere, has resulted in 
fewer pregnancies and more youths continuing' 

their education.
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