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/just in the past 48 hours. I’ve witnessed a turnaround in the kind of support and strength there is for [the]^\

nomination.

-
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Daily Points
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— Senator Minority Leader Tom Daschle 
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February 16, 1995

Dr. Foster is receiving endorsements from groups representing a broad cross-section of America. Today, the 
American Medical Women’s Association, the National Education Association, the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, the Association of Schools of Public Health and other civic, religious and women’s 
groups will hold a press conference to announce their support for Dr. Foster’s nomination. Yesterday at the 
White House, 30 black religious, education and medical group leaders strongly endorsed him and said they 
would lobby for his confirmation.

Those Republicans who are interested in having the best qualified Surgeon General are determined to keep 
an opened mind and give Dr. Foster a fair hearing. Nancy Johnson (R-CT), whose husband is a practicing 
ob/gyn, told a radio talk show this week that “Republican Senators...have taken advantage of the situation 
to launch a very narrowly-minded, mean-spirited campaign of opposition. There isn’t an obstetrician in 
the country that was trained during the time Dr. Foster was trained, that practiced during the years he 

practiced, that hasn’t terminated a pregnancy. There isn’t one.”

Settiri” the Record Mr;ii“ht \ ’

Today, Dr. Foster will meet with leading Republican Senators for an open dialogue on his distinguished 
record and qualifications. Yesterday, he made a round of courtesy calls to Senate Democrats who gave him 
high marks. Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun (D-IL) said, “The more his reputation is known, the more he speaks, 
the more people understand that his opponents have extremist views and that his whole career has been about 
valuing life.”

amination 
> Steam

Dr. Foster shows a passion for dealing with some of the tough issues that face America. Maybe some of 
the people who care about  families would do well to reconsider their positions.

—Bishop Frederick James, AME Church
i/icmc
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ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING DR. HENRY FOSTER

Advocates for Youth
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Africare
Alpha Kappa Alpha
American Academy of Pediatrics
American Association of Dental Schools 
American College of Obstetricians and

Gynecologists
American College of Physicians
American for Democratic Action
American College of Preventive Medicine 
American Medical Association 
American Medical Women's Association 
American Nurses Association
American Psychiatric Association 
American Psychological Association 
American Society for Reproductive Choice 
Association of Academic Health Centers 
Association of American Medical Colleges 
Association of Minority Health Professions

Schools
Association of Reproductive Medicine
Association of Schools of Public Health
Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine 
Black Health Association
Black Women’s Network
B’nai B'rith Women
Catholics for Free Choice
Center for Black Aged
Center for Reproductive Law and Policy 
Clara Bell Duvall Education Fund
Delta Sigma Theta
The Endocrine Society
Feminist Majority
Human Rights Campaign Fund
International Association of Black Fire Fighters 
Medical Students for Choice
National Abortion Federation

National Abortion and Reproductive Rights 
Action League

National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People

National Association for Equal Opportunities in 
Higher Education

National Association of Black Cardiologists 
National Association of Public Hospitals 
National Association of Social Workers
National Black Chamber of Commerce 
National Black Nurses Association
National Black Police Association 
National Black Women's Health Project
National Caucus of Black State Legislatures 
National Council of Jewish Women
National Council of Negro Women
National Council of Senior Citizens
National Education Association
National Family Planning and Reproductive

Health Association
National Hispanic Medical Association 
National Medical Association
National Progressive Baptist Convention 
National Organization for Women
National Organization for Women Legal Defense 

and Education Fund
National Urban League
National Women's Law Center 
People for the American Way
Planned Parenthood Federation of America
Sexuality Information and Education Council of

the United States
Voters for Choice 
Zero Population Growth
Zeta Phi Beta



VICTIM OF A SMEAR CAMPAIGN. Anti-choice extremist groups are using diversionary 
tactics to derail the nomination of a respected doctor. Those groups unalterably opposed to 
abortion and will never be satisfied with any Surgeon General who supports a woman’s right 
to choose. Like President Clinton, Dr., Foster believes that abstinence is the best way to 
prevent unwanted pernancy and that abortion should be safe, legal and rare. He has 
dedicated much of his professional life to preventing unwanted pregnancies.

DR. HENRY FOSTER
February 13, 1995

A LONG AND DISTINGUISHED MEDICAL CAREER. Henry W. "Hank" Foster, Jr. 
M.D. is a practicing physician, a scholar and academic administrator of national stature. 
Dr. Foster has practiced medicine for 37 years, and for the past 21 years, he helped train 
hundreds of America’s finest medical practitioners at Meharry Medical College, where he 
has been a professor, a department chairman, dean of medicine and acting president. Dr. 
Foster is one of the nation’s leading experts, and advocates for maternal and child health. 
He has developed and directed teen pregnancy and drug-abuse prevention programs, that 
bolster self-esteem, and encourage abstinence and personal responsibility. Former GOP 
Governor Lamar Alexander appointed Dr. Foster to his Task Force on Healthy Children, 
where he chaired a committee on infant mortality.

ENDORSED BY A WIDE RANGE OF INDIVIDUALS AND MAINSTREAM GROUPS. 

Dr. Foster has received support from a wide range of individuals and groups. President 
Bush’s Secretary of Health and Human Services, Dr. Louis Sullivan praised Dr. Foster’s 
selection to be the next Surgeon General. The American Medical Association and the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and his hometown newspaper, The 
Nashville Tennessean have also voiced their support for Dr. Foster’s nomination.

DEVOTED TO PREVENTING TEEN PREGNANCIES. Dr. Foster has been widely 
recognized for his "I have a Future Program," a pioneering effort to reduce the number of 
teen pregnancies. "I Have a Future" is devoted to a new approach to preventing teen 
pregnancy, delaying child-bearing among teens by improving their self-esteem. Previous 
efforts to control pregnancy had focused largely on contraception. Dr. Foster was convinced 
that a much broder approach was necessary, one that cultivated a sense of optimism in 
improvised youngsters about their lives and gave them incentives to delay having a child. 
That approach has recorded some remarkable successes. In one study, only one pregnancy 
was recorded among girls who took active part in the program, while 59 were registered in a 
comparison group. President George Bush named "I Have a Future" as one of America’s 
"Thousand Points of Light" in 1991.



FOSTER'S BABYI HAVE A FUTURE; DR.

I Have a Future, a program of Meharry Medical College, was 
instituted in February 1988, to delay childbearing among teens 
and address other serious problems of youth in America's cities.

Seven years and hundreds of participants later, only one 
pregnancy has been recorded among girls who took an active part 
in the program, while 59 were registered in a comparison group.

Operating out of apartment units in 2 Nashville public housing 
projects (where 87% of the residents have annual incomes under 
$10,000), the experimental program was the "baby" of Dr. Henry 
W. Foster Jr., then chairman of obstetrics and gynecology at 
Meharry, today nominee for Surgeon General of the United States.

The program has also demonstrated a rare capacity to hold the 
interest of older adolescents, including African-American 
males. In 1994, 24 participants graduated from high school of 
whom 16 (8 males) went on to college and other post-secondary 
education while 4 others entered the armed forces.

CONTACT; Ben Haimowitz
212-742-0456

Over the years, it has become clear that success would require 
the widest range of activities, and, modest budget notwith­
standing, the program has been able to provide youngsters with 
learning experiences ranging from racial pride to health counsel­
ing, from academics to athletics, from computers to drug abuse, 
from entrepreneurship to personal relationships.

I Have a Future, supported by Bill and Camille Cosby, the 
State of Tennessee, and foundation grants, has won recognition 
from the A.M.A. and American College of Nurse-Midwives and was 
designated a "point of light" by President George Bush. Dr. Fos­
ter hopes to work with Meharry and its new president, Dr. John 
E. Maupin Jr., to replicate the program in other cities. ###

MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE 
(FOUNDED 1876) 

NASHVILLE, TN 37208

Previous efforts to control teen pregnancy had focused 
largely on contraception -- an approach some workers have 
described as "throwing condoms at the problem." The meager 
results of most of these efforts had convinced Foster that a much 
broader approach was needed, one that cultivated a sense of 
optimism in impoverished youngsters about their lives and gave 
them incentives to delay childbearing. Thus the program's 

title: I Have a Future.



Nominee’s School Program
Offers Alternatives to Teens

THE NEW YORK TIMES

| SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11; 1995

Teens Offered Alternatives to Pregnancy

I

harry.

speeches about abstinence, to keep

Continued on Page 8, Column 1
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Conservatives have also attacked 
i 1 Have a Future for dispensing birth 

control items.

In an interview on the ABC News

"I know I’m not ready to have a 

child.’’

niiicna iuiiici, io, la a uvc-jwii 

veteran of 1 Have a Future, an after­
school program that teaches teen- 

I agers to delay sex and childbearing. 

I allowing them to build careers and 
lives. The program, started in 1987 
by President Clinton’s nominee for 

Surgeon General, Dr. Henry W. Foo­
ter Jr., combines job training, tutor­
ing, medical services and family 

planning.

priate for their age. She would not s®**001 hav'n« babies, 

say what percentage of the teen-

nant girls or offer abortion counsel- unwed mothers, she said, 
ing. Rather, she said, counselors _r*

I members of I Have a Future crowd- 1

ed into the meeting room in the John program ’’Nightline” on Wednesday, 
Henry Hale project and one by one t-- 7—’-.- —-- ’ - - —

fall. She said Dr. Foster’s program ] 

saved her and hundreds of young 

women like her. She said it is mis­
guided for anti-abortion groups to 
oppose his nomination over how 
many abortions he performed. 

“No matter how many he did he 

could have done many, many more,"

By RICK BRAGG 
Special co m. No. Yort Time.

sent to the program's medical per- “Most of us live in troubled neigh- 
sonnel, who dispense condoms or borhoods,” said 15-year-old Melissa 
birth-control pills if deemed appro- KunW “We have children in middle 
nria.a ___ t-c. ______havino haKioe ••

agers were given birth control. 
Dr. Greene said the program is so 

successful that there have been only 
a few pregnancies among the 800 to 

1,000 young women who took an ac­
tive part in the program. About 
three-quarters of teen-agers in the 

Ms. Turner, the child of a single city housing projects have sex by 
parent, plans to attend college this age 15.

Financed by foundations and pri­
vate donors with some state money, 
the program is administered by the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gyne­
cology at Meharry Medical College.
A Meharry nurse practitioner super­
vises the program’s medical staff.

Last Thursday night, some 30 ;

ways a symbolic position, but the 

young women and men in I Have a 
Future, along with several col­
leagues, say he would bring on prac­
tical. workable solutions to the na­
tion’s health problems — the same 
way he brought solutions to the 

young women at John Henry Hale.
The abortion debate in this case 

“ia a shortsighted issue,” said Dr. 
Richard Smith, director of the Ado­
lescent Gynecology Clinic at Henry 

Ford Hospital in Detroit, the city 
where Dr. Foster did his internship. 
“1 think when you look on balance at 
the work this man has done through­
out his career, we really should be 
applauding the efforts that he has 
made,” he satd.

she said. “They don’t realize what 

goes on in the real world. People, 
wake up.”

Ms. Turner, others in the program, 
and doctors who have worked with 

Dr. Foster through the years credit 
his program with using common _____
sense and incentives, not just l^ilege

I ’ 
I • ____________________________

' • Continued From Page 1

i ———

common sense and self-esteem, and 
slowly, steadily — through informal 
classes almost every day after 
school — teaches them how a baby 
can forever limit their lives, and how 
to value their own lives.

Dr. Satcher explained how Dr. 
Foster and others envisioned the 

program. "They told me that teen­
age pregnancy is really not the prob­
lem,” he said. “It is a symptom, like 
violence, like drug abuse. The real 
problem is the attitudes of these 
young people toward the future. And 
so they called the program I Have a 
Future, and they dealt comprehen­
sively with creating a better attitude 
in these teen-agers about themselves 
and about the future.

“They felt that if they could do 

that, the teen-age pregnancy prob­
lem would be taken care of, too, 
because the young people would 
have a reason for delaying sexual 
behavior. You weren't just saying, 
‘Say no to sex.’ You were saying, 
‘You have a reason to value your­
self.’ ”

Henry Hale project and one by one Dr- Foster said "no” when asked
compared life now with what might whether he favored the widespread
have been. In three years, Nakeeta 1 distribution of condoms. He called 

Hunter, 16, went from “not caring abstinence “our first route,” without 
about my grades to being on the elaborating on further action, 

honor rolL" Now she plans, to go to

Dr. Foster, a 61-year-ORi bostein­
dan, was nominated last week to 
succeed the outspoken Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders, whom Mr. Clinton dismissed 
in December. The choice was sup­
posed to be conciliatory, but conser­
vatives in the past week have rallied 
against Dr. Foster, because he per­
formed abortions, and because he 
performed more than either he or 

the White House originally claimed. 

•’I don’t think doing abortions 

characterizes Hank Foster,” said 
Dr. David E. Satcher, director of the 

Centers for Disease Control and Pre­
vention, the former president at Me-

Tutors help with studies. Volun­
teers show teen-agers how to get and 
keep a job, or even start their own 

business. But most important, there 
is always a place to go and someone 
to talk to, even if it is just with each 

other.

Melissa Hunter has never met Dr. 
Foster, but she said his brainchild 

gives her and her friends a choice 
they seldom had before. A few make 

it out of the projects and their teen­
age years without a baby and the 
limitations that one brings, purely on 
strength of character alone, she said. 

But it is hard. 
“Here they keep you too busy to 

get into trouble,” she said.

Jason Gordon, an 18-year-old 

whose mother died last year, lives 
with a sister. He has had every 

chance to fail, but seven years in the 
program kept him working, thinking, 

planning.

Now, every morning, he walks sev­
eral blocks from his project to Fisk 

University, where he is studying 

business. “He’s a role model for the 
^others,” Dr. Greene said.

__ _ Gordon said: “I would have 

nover gone to college. I needed some- 

thing to be part of.”
The program taught him one thing 

volved in the program It is b~ed on - m-1 ofaU, he sa^

nant girls or offer abortion counsel- unwed mothers, she said. Hubbard Hospital. That merger is
ing. Rather, she said, counselors It makes some of these young peo- crucial to the medical college, which
teach the young people about absti- Pte an«ry to hear a heated debate on has losu its accreditation because of
nence, responsibility and self coo- “Portion from wealthy and powerful declining business at its own, histori-
trol. As a last resort, she said, teen- ixopl* whose children have relative- caUy black teaching hospital,
agers who insist on having sex are •XH,t,e 10 wt>rry “bout ’* - *“ ‘-1 *- ‘ ‘ ‘

sent to the program’s medical per- “M~*

Dr. Foster had been on the faculty 

at Meharry since 1973 and served as 
Tasaundra Dooley, 16. said, “They acting president for six months after 

teen-agers from being held back by taught us that we don’t have to be ■ the departure of Dr. Satcher in 1993. 
.u _u. I pregnant" Although birth control | He played a central role in negotiat-

NASHVILLE, Feb. 10 - Ideals I 
that are not propped up with practi-' 

cal solutions do not stand much of a 

chance in the John Henry Hale hous­
ing project here. Young women who 
live in and around the neighborhood 
say morality alone has seldom saved 
anyone from the cycle of teen preg­

nancy.
Amelia Turner, 18, is a five-year

It is for his work in poor neighbor­
hoods that Dr. Foster has drawn 
most of his accolades. I Have a Fu­
ture is not his first sucj! program. 

In the 1970’s, when he was elected
The Surgeon General is in many - to the prestigious Institute of Medi- 

‘ ‘ cine, he fought infant mortality and

teen pregnancy in rural Alabama, 
said Dr. Satcher. Throughout his 37- 

year career. Dr. Foster worked to 

prevent pregnancies among poorer 
young people and to head off the 
health threats to mother and child 
caused by too-young pregnancies. 
Dr. Satcher said.

The 1 Have a Future program 
reaches only a fraction of the young 
people in Nashville, but friends of 
Dr. Foster, including the teen-agers 

involved, believe it could be a pilot 
program for the nation.

It addresses much more than sex. 
said Dr. Satcher and teen-agers to- -r

the weight of newborn children. h - ________ _ 1 ■
Dr.’Lorraine Williams Greene, the an<1 absttn«nce arepartof this pha. ! ing‘with Nashville officials over the 

project’s director, stressed that the wh,t Program really does is give merger of the city-owned Metropoli- 
program does not work with pres- h,r ■ reason not to join the ranks < tan General Hospital with Meharry
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Teens say Foster’s vision brightens fiiture
“A bonus of the program

St^^B^SKSSaFSSSS ' has been the FlorMa. Some were rewards; others were sel0r. His goal’s to one day o^Thls own
pr0?jT’ W generating national attention twiirfihftrhrtrtdr vlslt collEges she may choose to attend, business.

and controversy — because it was riStgrtilOrnOOu Streets. Tcnika is flip ipariar nnw «iiiriant hndw ___ _ _____
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DR. LORRAINE WILLIAMS GREENE
Director, I Have a Future

Through the program, she'fe become well- ty as a freshman last fall and has gone 
traUAlAri ttrith h-lrvo AMarthi Z__ ______ __________ “ . 6VXU=

§
H1 
U1

C3 
K5

-J . 1. , - ,, | » ■» AAITXB’ 3JJL JCOJ3 05U ndo aU tVviy ILIXcHIgIgL —
But that s only part of the picture. articulate with goals — give a lot of the He wanted the $10 "reward” for fining out Thursday, President Clinton nominated o 
Snapshots of the young people whose credit to ”1 Have A Future” for improving the survey to get into the program. That Foster, former acting president of Mehany, r 

FP<J RFP rhRnC’P/f Kv thu nrrtOTOm hdln fill thdlr niinnnrtr rtf Ain. ___ _ _> __ a ** ■ . Um J __ j____ |

“I want Dr Fester, to use what he's »

— and controversy — because it was 
founded by U.S. surgeon general nominee 
Dr. Henry Foster.

Yes, the program counsels teens about 
birth control. Yes, It does give contracep­
tives to teens.

By TAMME SMITH  
Staff ITiinr

Tonlira is the leader now, student body -This program gives a lot of people a 
president at Peart Cohn High School and chance,” he said. “Some of us would have 
top dog in IHAFs entrepreneurship pro- made It to college anyway. This program E
gram that leaches business ownership. helped ensure that." 2

Jason's motive for getting Involved In ■ . * ' ..
IHAF six years ago was strictly flnancleL ,n *he spotlight

J  to be surgeon general and offered some 
■T Uoinedl because everyone else was The $10 reward is no longer offered, but tnarchtog mders:

and Jason Gordon, 18. They live in public smiling,' recalling heTimotives for beeom- ^peopie^ow^t to^UnvotoMl&ybe learned to help America attaSTtiieepld  ̂
housing, ft chATIeneinP nlnrp tn omw nn Ina a "IMiinoW LM In C|^i, lt,g because 0((ler youngsters Bee where _________________ _

These days, others want to be like her. Jason la headed. He entered Fisk Universl- I Turn to PACE 2A, Olumn 1

lives are changed by the program help fill their chances of success. $10 was a lot of candy for a iTyearoid.

"jta teens lite Tonlka East. 17. S Et

housing, a challenging place to grow up. Ing a "Future" kid In the sixth grade. 
But these young people — outgoing and
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Teensthank Foster for brighter future

program win be a model lor a 
lees pregnancy prevention iniBa-

Ure, it Is being scnrtinizBd from all sngfe, people is Etmpfe: Sea just doesn't fit Into you walk down streets where all the homes machjfcs fadudesell-determinaQOD, unity 
espadalty ty Clinton's omservative critics, tbeir lives right now. took alike — brick buildings wlttr house ctue^ye uinrt and responsibillly. coopera-

4* 4m m. 4m 4b. TJitt It'e Ttftf due* fcalV nroAna rvtimKfirr rtanXIci/i nn #4nnn? Dfizl rmnTl .. r
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feifo.

young girl ficJding a baby in cne arm, 
bools in the other. Another pri gets off the

birth contraL And contraceptives are given ew focusing on family Issues, saiH "l about the 'hood, the forlorn physical 
out Have A Future?' cams up short rrnment is nothing to sing about

envl-

"If a young pcreor. requests rh we give It The Institute, n ycar-otd project of Mark II Is in IMs setting that Mehany social Greene said the bes! wsv tn measure 
to them. We talk about responsible sexual!- Toff and Jeff Whitesides, was created, Tolf workers and psychologists dispense nptiuris. tholT tSiMa"w»Xi»r.Hn«.
ty.nsara5Bbte." . said, to strengthen families. Tney nave re- with the field trips, me manejroaiang taeTtart

But people who would reduce ‘1 Have A viewed a tad sheet about the Metarry endeavore, the program exposes kufc to life lT a

'While the IHAF program seeks to delay
says. ' . the outcomes of ‘early pregnancy and child- teen out of NasavUte,'’ CaMn Peteis, who

The dlsctEsion ateut birth control is part bearing [among othersj' there is no men- oversees the entrepreneurstijp program, es-

“We do know there was one known prog-

1

Teen-age Pregnancy
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nancy among liiose in the InterveptioB 
group during this 80 aionths, and 59 known

beyond their nelgfibortteods.
"We have some kids who have never

Tonika East, 17, 
now Pearl Cohn 
Comprehensive
High School’s stu­
dent body presi­
dent and head at 
its t Have a Fu- 
tuie’s entrepre­
neurship program:

"I [folnedj because everyone 
efse was doing!t."

program emphasizes the seven principles of rites."

Still, she cautions against geoeraliring the 
date because there was about a year's age 
difference in the groups compared.

But, if you id the youngsters tell It, there 
Is less sexual activity among those in lhe 

program.

Part of ft is fciwwtng they are not the 
only one deciding on abstinence. Part of it 
ie itevtag adults they can bite to opsdy. 
Part of it is realizing, tire possible repercus­
sions of earty sexual activity.

"When I first came to Nashville, £ used to 
follow the crowd," raid AmeEa Turner, 18, 
a Bmne-Fogg honor student who does nnt 
live In public tioiBlng but has made it a 
point to be Involved to EBAF for lire years. 

“It got to the point where I would see 
how people were living. There tats to be n 
tetter w-"

Turner has applied to five colleges, but 
fevois Howard University. She said she 
wants 8 dual degree in medictoe and Mt>- 
medicai engtaesring.

"Ibis would be a nice program to have 
in other cities, tn the tittle town I come 
from, there is nothing to do. so you mny gn 
over to yoor boyfriend's house. This takes 
yon away Erom that You don’t have time to 
do crazy (nings." E

i

Jasan Gordon, 18,
a freshman al Fisk
University and

- peer counseior,
got involved in I
Have a Future six 
years ago.

‘This program
gives a lot of people a chance. 
Some of us would have made It 
to college anyway. This program 
helped ensure that"

Dr. Lorraene Wtl- 
riams Greene, t
Have a Future di­
rector and a clini­
cal psychologist:

"We deal with is­
sues such as how 
to be in relation­
ships, how to be thtlmate with 
someone and not necessarily 
have sexual Intercourse."

that focuses primarily on family dynamics or delaying semal activity," they raid in a that bus,’ 
and nAfttiMKhipa • rrfwicA THa n

"We deal wltii issues such as howto be in

Future" to a program that staple hands out program, 
condoms compfetdy rrifes the mark, she l**”

Calvin Peters
oversees one of I
Have a Future’s
entrepreneurship
programs: "We
have some kids
who have never
been out of Nash-
vtlle. Their eyes fight up when they 
see that bus," that comes to take 
them to IHAF meetings.

?■

wbs gathered from young people in two 
public hnustog projects without the pro­
gram, cumpaiingjt with data frotn^yoing 

one and. notnecesarily have sexual inter- tian. The Gl-yearold medical educator has John Henry Hale and Preston Taylor
"■=h±::± W ties to toe Planned Pareothood Feder- homes compared to ether housing projects

"Hot? do you deal with social stoations sttan ‘of America. He also has acknow- tost don’t have IHAF. Information was compiled 00 SS8 tods,
- - ’-"2--------; J---------’ * " --------- ■ T At John Henry-Hate and Preston Taylor, Greene said.

abortirms to his tong medical career. you bear more talk about higher education, “We do know there was one known preg-

Hls "I Hava a Future" program stresses even among students not In IHAF, she said. 
' - In one measure, students at the Interven- _ ,

Toacttlne HunmunUle.
«“UK.

But ire not jus talk, Greene added. Coon- numbers Senaied' on doom end small economy pwpi^creafivi^ and 

 selors give teess reasons to want to delay yards that are more dirt timn grass. —
The etteatinn has put Dr. Lorraine Wil- sex and parenthood. Ytnitos are kept busy When a school bus stops ct a coroer,

' -I

L :

Or as Charmatae liarrfe, IB, said: “LeTs . _
say yon are on a date, dancing, and things abstinence. It does not perform abortions.

xsssiffaisttsrFuture11 program will be a model lor a — - - . — —r— VMnwiTH
nafiunhl teen pregnancy prevention Initia- Greene raid (hear message to the young where some "Future" gatherings are held, ida.. after Christinas, The

uurelA if linpt rfnraro't fit Inta oral wnIV vfrmtri etrvuahc nil thA'hrrmrx: 7* . ... .... “ -. .- . ..

"A bonus of the program has been the
neighborhood effects," Greene Kid. "The 

uu^________________________________________ _ “« taterwatton sie jus had a

But there are eritosc Ttia Family Instl- bus holding a teddy bear and rehwl books.
 Despite all the rap songs romancing sp<ms>bUlty for self and family.’

Are there fewer pregnancies?

w-.-J 

fr

Charmaine Harris,
18, a perfierpant in
1 Have a Future:

"Let’s say you are 
on a date, dancing, 
and things start
getting hot. Are you 
going to be pas­
sive, or stand up for what you be-

who claim it is simply a program to dis­
pense contraceptives.

Hams Greene, efirector of the program, and "with field trips, afterschool actlvltfes such among the students who tromp off is a 
participants such as ’Ibnika and Jason in as dance and karate classes, support  —
tfte media spotlight groups, tutoring sessions and fobs.

Greene, a clinical psychologist, said-the T ' 
program's agenda does toclxde talk about Cute, a Nashville conservative research

have. To hid the program takes about 
flOO.OOO atmualiy. Each rite has a director 
and four case managers.

Thn most extensive evaluation effort so
of a 15-week family’ Hie education process Bon in the entire document of atetineooe plained. 'Their eyes light up when they see S'nmthZln ft^dala

nr rfnlotUn® MvrLml orfi.rih," H,mr «n . (hot hlK ” 1 “ “riT . . I“lvu "Qla

and rfilattoirsiilps. ’ ■ press release. ’ ” ’ The program’s impact extends beyond
"We deal wltir issues such as how to be in NatKmdly. anti-abortfim groups and con- the children enrolled. Greene said,, painting WUJ

relationships, hw to be intimate with some- servafives have attached Fostert nomina- to (he difference to community atiitades in - Tnhn aenrv Hate and Preston
— J ____ ----U, k—. 4-4—. ’Tb.ft .T^l  ̂ Hoc- TMtia Ud1«> Anri Pnxtfnn Tnvlnr wusui w«uj_«*cd& ww i iocwu

course,'7 Greene expiainedr 7 tang ties ta liie Planned Parenthood Feder- homes compared to ether housing projects
jrrw.._ _ j_ ______ - . . . —■ . ^jm__ »* — - — 1 4*. -Z L-J,-.— V VT 4.

where you find yourself neefhrg to refuse ledged he performed a limited number of
thinp?" abortions hi his long medical career.

iL,-.
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Doctor's efforts fight teen 

pregnancy, welfare

Abortion opponents are expected to 
lobby Congress about Foster's nomina­
tion, which is certainly their right But 

_________________ belore lawmakers make up their minds
many members of the new Congress, in- about Fosta'- ne^To examine

— not just the footnotes.
After they do, they will find that this 

at curbing teen pregnancy, has targeted nation has few physicians who have 
at-risk young people, instilling in them a waged the kind of successful war against 
sense of responsibility. The program was teen pregnancy that Foster has waged.

Lawmakers, no doubt, will be bom­
barded with infermatinn from Foster's

benefited from Foster's program.
Plenty of those young people can be 

found here in Nashville.
A great deal of the conservative pitch 

in the past several months has been to

Clinton, however, some critics focused on
the fact that Foster has performed a
dozen or so abortions in his career. Ac­
cording to the White House, the pregnan­
cies in most of those cases bad been
caused by rape or incest, or has threat­
ened the life of the woman.

Some strong anti-abortion activists spoP?^le Clioices
+r> ixm* iHnvan ahrtf. HVOlQCU-

The White House could have given its 
nominee more backing by being more 
precise with the information about the 
abortions that Foster had performed. 
Surely White House officials realized that 
by nominating an ob/gyn, the issue of 
abortion would arise. No one should hide 
from the facts.

But to oppose Foster without taking a 
close look at what he has done, and what 
he stands tor, would be a disservice. If he 
is rejected, it would not only be a loss for 
Foster and the White House. It would be 
a loss for a nation that could use the 
talent, energy and the personal skills of 
such a devoted man, ■

hailed by the Bush administration as one 
of its 1,000 Points of Light 

Meanwhile, Foster established a highly supporters as well as his critics. But if 
respected reputation as an administrator, they want to learn about Foster's impact 
serving at one time as acting president of they should simply ask the kids who have 
Meharry Medical College. - . .  . .

As a obstetrician/gynecologist Foster's
profession is helping to give life. He esti­
mates he has delivered about 10,000 ba­
bies.

realize that very goal One of the surest, 
shortest roads to welfare dependancy to­
day is through a teen pregnancy.

Prevent the pregnancy — and at the 
same time, underscore the need for re- 

— and welfare can be

are deterffiined to be. sexually active. But 
to hear his detractors, one would think 
the program is nothing but a condom-dis­
tribution agency. It isn't

Foster has a longstanding association 
•with the Planned parenthood program, 
serving as a board member. But to hear 
his opponents, one would think Planned 
Parenthood is nothing but an abortion 
factory. It isn't It is a health service 

agency.

seem to want to use those dozen abor­
tions to portray Foster as an abortionist. 
He is not

His anti-pregnancy program for teens 
teaches self-esteem. It also happens to 
offer contraceptives to young people who

' •;/

THE TENHESSEAM - Tu.^y, Fabru^y 7/ 1995/ 

GANNETT NEWSPAPER

Foster shares goals
 of many of his critics

A yf EMBERS of Congress who might 
iVlbe reluctant about Dr. Henry Fos­

ter’s nomination as surgeon general
should recognize that their goals and his

are the same. 
Foster was an inspired choice of Presi­

dent Clinton to replace the controversial
Joycelyn Elders as the nation’s most visi­
ble health advocate. Foster's record of 
service strikes at the very heart of what

eluding conservative Republicans, have the doctor’s lengthy resume — in context 

been advocating.
His “I Have a Future” program, aimed
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of awards and honors to Dr. Foster that include induction into the

Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences; the

Award for Research and Teaching in Sickle Cell Anemia

Henry W. Foster Jr., 61 years old, is a practicing 

gynecologist and medical educator who is widely recognized as one of 

the nation’s leading authorities on reducing infant mortality and 

preventing teen pregnancy and drug abuse.

sabbatical from Meharry Medical

dean of the school of medicine and

The program

abstinence and steers at-risk teens toward positive life 

through community-based partnerships and interventions.

July, 1994.

The position as scholar-in-residence is the latest in a string

Appreciation

Tuskegee University; and the Faculty Award for Excellence in

Science and Technology from the White House Initiative on

Historically Black Colleges and Universities.

The ”1 Have a Future Program,” developed and directed by Dr.

Foster at Meharry, was recognized as one of this nation's "Thousand 

Points of Light" in 1991 by President George Bush.

Currently on a one-year

College, where he has served as

acting president. Dr. Foster has been scholar-in-residence at the

Association of Academic Health Centers in Washington, D.C
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They include the March of Dimes Birth

He has also served as an examiner for the American Board of

Obstetrics and Gynecology and has been a member of the editorial

board of Academia, formerly known as the Journal of Medical

Education of the American Association of Medical Colleges.

TN.

Va.; and Wendell, research

director of a Walt Disney Co. television unit in Burbank, Ca.

########

Defects Foundation and the American College of Obstetricians and

Gynecologists.

A skilled communicator. Dr. Foster has lectured extensively at 

medical conferences and seminars around the world, and colleagues 

expect him to put the Surgeon General's "bully pulpit" to excellent 

use in promoting health and preventing disease.

Dr. Foster, a proven consensus builder, has served on numerous 

boards, committees and councils, most of them concerned with 

improving perinatal outcomes.

Dr. Foster is married to the former St. Clair Anderson, a 

retired critical-care nurse.

He completed a three-year residency

in obstetrics and gynecology at Meharry Medical College in

Nashville,

They have two children: Myrna, a 

middle school science teacher in McLean,

Dr. Foster earned a bachelor of science degree from Morehouse 

College in 1954 and was awarded his doctor of medicine degree by the 

University of Arkansas in 1958.

conducted one year of residency training in general surgery at

Malden Hospital in Malden, MA.

4
Foster biography.

He conducted an internship at the Detroit Receiving Hospital,

served two years as a medical officer in the U.S. Air Force, and
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Dear Mr. President:

James S. Todd, MD

515 Noth Bute Stnet 
ChkagD, Ulkioii 80610

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
Presldenr of the United States 
The White Home 
Washington, D.C. 20500

The American Medical Association enthusiastically supports the nomination of Henry W. 
Foster, Jr., MD for the position of Surgeon General of the U.S. Public Health Service.

Dr. Foster is a leading expert in the field of reproductive health. As Chief of the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital of 
Tuskegee University, Dr. Foster developed a program which is a nationally recognized 
model for regionalized perinatal health care systems. During his tenure at Mehany 
Medical College, Dr. Foster founded the innovative "I Have A Future" program to 
address teen pregnancy which brought to focus one of the nadon's most pressing public 
health issues. The "I Have A Future* program provides strategies for at-risk youth to 
develop positive decision-making in the areas of personal health and responsibility, while 
enhancing their self-image. With so many of our nation’s youth in crisis, we need 
creative programs like this one to dramatically reduce the alarming rate of teen pregnancy 
and we applaud Dr. Foster’s commitment to this issue. Adolescent health has long been 
a public health priority for the AMA and we look forward to working with Dr. Foster on 
this and other critical public health issues.

Dr. Foster is a dedicated teacher, a dependable leader, and a concerned advocate for 
improving access to quality health care for women and underserved populations. 
Dr. Foster has been a longstanding member of the AMA and he brings the requisite 
experience, knowledge, and commitment to provide effective leadership as the Surgeon 
General. We firmly believe that Dr. Foster will serve in the position of Surgeon General 
with distinction and make many positive contributions to the nation’s public health.

American Medical Association
Physiciaru dedicated to the health of Anwrica

31148^5000 
311464-4184 Fu

HumS. Todd.MD
Executire VIm Pnadent
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PEDIATRICIANS SUPPORT SURGEON GENERAL NOMINEE

Washington, D.C. — The American Academy of Pediatrics, an organization of 49,000 

pediatricians, supports the nomination of Henry J. Foster, Jr., M.D., as U.S. Surgeon General.

“Dr. Foster is a capable and caring physician,” AAP President George Comerci, M.D., said.

“As an advocate for children, he will bring hands-on experience in battling some of our most 

important health problems, like infant mortality and teen pregnancy.

“The Academy has long been concerned about the often forgotten adolescent population. Dr.

Foster’s preventive education programs, along with his enthusiasm, would be a tremendous 

asset to meeting their health care needs.”

###

The American Academy of Pediatrics is an organization of 49,000 pediatricians dedicated to 
the health, safety, and well-being of infants, children, adolescents and young adults.

CONTACT: Maijorie Tharp
800/336-5475 
202/347-8600

American
Academy of £
Pediatrics
601 Thirteenth Street, N.W. 
Suite 400 North
Washington, DC 20005



According to Advocates for Youth President, Margaret Pruitt Clark, Ph.D.,

# # #
■■■■■■MH •*■■■■■

Suite 2001025 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 USA

ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH SUPPORTS DR. HENRY W. FOSTER 
NOMINEE-DESIGNATE FOR U.S. SURGEON GENERAL

202/347-5700 
FAX 202/347-2263

Advocates for Youth strongly and enthusiastically supports Henry W. Foster, M.D., as 
nominee-designate for the position of United States Surgeon General and commends 
President Clinton for his selection of Dr. Foster.

Dr. Foster brings with him nearly four decades of committed service as an obstetrician­
gynecologist, extensive experience as a scholar-teacher and university administrator, and 
proven success in combatting the problems of teenage pregnancy and too-early 
childbearing through his "I Have a Future" program at Meharry Medical College. This 
remarkable combination of qualities makes him eminently qualified to serve as the 
nation’s chief spokesperson on public health issues.

The "I Have a Future" program demonstrates that Dr. Foster understands 
and cares deeply about adolescents. Specifically, "I Have a Future" 
addresses the complex interplay of problems involved in teenage pregnancy 
and childbearing, including low self-esteem, substance abuse, poor 
educational resources, lack of access to health care, lack of knowledge 
about reproductive health, lack of skills-building opportunities, and lack of 
economic opportunity. Dr. Foster’s work to solve these problems at the 
community-level and to help young people become responsible, productive 
adults in a culturally-sensitive and comprehensive way serves as a model 
for the nation.

Advocates for Youth is pleased to join with a host of distinguished and diverse 
organizations today to lift our voices in a harmonious chorus of support for Dr. Foster. 
His compassion, his intellect, and his vision will serve ably the public health needs of our 
country and the demands of the office of Surgeon General. Dr. Henry W. Foster as 
Surgeon General is what America’s youth need, and therefore he is what our entire 
nation needs.

As a leading national organization dedicated exclusively to providing information, 
advocacy and education on issues of adolescent reproductive and sexual health, 
Advocates for Youth recognizes a champion for youth when it sees one - and our 
nation’s youth certainly would have such a champion in Dr. Foster as Surgeon General.

Contact: Robin Hatziyannis or 
Michele Booth Cole 
(202) 347-5700

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 16, 1995

A DV 0 CATES

FOR YOUTH
Formerly

THE CENTEK FOk POPULATION OPTIONS



VD8
February 15, 1995

Dear Mr. President:

Sincerely,

President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

The Surgeon General promotes good health activities for all Americans. Dr. Foster 
understands and supports the fact that oral health is essential to general health. As a member 
of the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences and its governing council. 
Dr. Foster has been involved in identifying pressing health care problems and fashioning 
solutions for their resolution. He supports the IOM’s recently completed study. Dental 
Education at the Crossroads: Challenges and Change, which recognizes that, "Oral health is 
an integral part of total health, and oral health care is an integral part of comprehensive health 
care, including primary care." Dr. Foster’s support for this and other IOM studies has 
prepared him to address a broad array of issues critically important to health education and the 
nation’s health. His position as Surgeon General will allow him to skillfully advance the oral 
health objectives outlined in Healthy People 2000, thereby positively impacting the health 
status of all Americans.

The American Association of Dental Schools (AADS) writes in full support of the nomination 
of Dr. Henry Foster for Surgeon General. AADS represents all of the dental schools in the 
United States, as well as advanced education, hospital, and allied dental education institutions. 
It is within these institutions that future practitioners, educators, and researchers are trained; 
significant dental care provided; and the majority of dental research conducted. The AADS is 
the one national organization that speaks exclusively for dental education.

Dr. Foster’s knowledge, experience, and achievements in public health, as well as his personal 
integrity and commitment to service make him an ideal candidate for Surgeon General. The 
AADS strongly urges his confirmation.

As a professor, department chair, dean of medicine and acting president of a major health 
sciences center comprised of schools of medicine, dentistry, allied health and graduate studies. 
Dr. Foster has learned the challenges faced today by the nation’s health education institutions. 
These institutions not only train the health care workforce of tomorrow but also increasingly 
serve as a safety net providing treatment to populations that otherwise lack access to care.

Fax 202.667.0642 
Bitnet:aads@umab

Arthur A. Dugom. D.D.S., M.S.D.
President

American Association 
of Dental Schools

1625 
Massachusetts
Avenue, NW

Washington,DC 
20036-2212

202.6679433



OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS

PRESS CONFERENCE:

9 A.M.

RALPH W. HALE, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
ACOG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

His career should be celebrated, not defended.

His knowledge should be shared with the nation, not silenced.

more

409 12th Street, SW Washington. DC 20024-2188 (202)638-5577

"MEDICAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT OF HENRY W. FOSTER, M.D., 
NOMINEE FOR SURGEON GENERAL"

NATIONAL PRESS CLUB -- WASHINGTON, D.C.
FEBRUARY 10, 1995 -

Dr. Foster is a widely-known, popular, and respected member of the 
College, which represents over 90 percent of all the board-certified ob-gyns 
in this country. He has served with distinction on numerous College 
committees, dealing with issues ranging from education in family life to 
ambulatory care, maternal health, and resident education.

I personally know Hank Foster. Let me tell you what makes him special. 
He is the kind of compassionate, caring, and committed doctor that we all want 
as our personal physician, and that America will value as the nation's 
physician.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), 
representing over 35,000 physicians specializing in women's health care, is 
here today to wholeheartedly and unequivocally support the nomination of Dr. 
Henry W. Foster as Surgeon General. And we are joined by other organizations 
representing thousands of doctors across this country.

We are here today to applaud Dr. Foster's accomplishments, not to 
apologize for them.

Dr. Henry Foster’s career achievements are well-known. He has been on 
the faculty of Nashville's Meharry Medical College since 1973, where he has 
served as Dean of the School of Medicine and as Acting President, and as Vice 
President for Health Affairs. He is a Professor and past Chairman in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Meharry. He is currently on 
sabbatical as a health policy fellow at the Association of Academic Health 
Centers in Washington, D.C. He has served as Chief of Ob-Gyn at Larson Air 
Force Base. He has been President of the Association of Professors of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics, an examiner for the American Board of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, and he is a member of the prestigious Institute of Medicine.

The
American
College of

Obstetricians and
Gynecologists

7 STATEMENT 07 “
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His gift to this

####

Dr. Foster has dedicated his life to caring for women and their babies 
-- delivering over 10,000 of them -- and to promoting the health of their 
families.

What's right about this process is the choice of Dr. Foster for Surgeon 
General; what's wrong is how we set our public servants up to fail before they 
are allowed to speak for themselves.

Dr. Foster has chosen for his life's mission to work with people who 
need help the most, those who might not otherwise have access to health care. 
He is exceptionally qualified to take on the health challenges that face our 
nation -- from infant mortality, to sexually transmissible diseases, drug and 
alcohol abuse, violence in our cities' streets, and teen-age pregnancy.

A hearing does not mean one editorial, or a thirty-second sound bite. A 
hearing means a deliberative process before the duly-elected representatives 
of the American people.

In spite of Dr. Foster's illustrious record, there are some who would 
deny him a hearing before the nomination process has even begun. The key word 
here is "process,” that is, a full-fledged discussion of his qualifications 
before the United States Senate.

Dr. Foster's widely-acclaimed "I Have a Future" program encourages young 
people to delay sexual activity and to develop job skills and self-esteem. 
Reducing teen-age pregnancy has been a stated goal of Congress and the 
President for some time now. It is a major public health issue. Who better 
to lead the nation's dialogue on this question than someone who has worked on 
this problem successfully on a day-to-day basis for many years?

There are some who would use the abortion issue as a litmus test for 
judging a doctor's capacity for public service. Those of us here today -- 
even with our differences in personal views -- do not share that belief. We 
represent different types of doctors, treating different types of patients, in 
a variety of settings -- from public health clinics and pediatric offices to 
emergency rooms. We judge Dr. Foster on the totality of his career.

That is the point. We do need Dr. Henry Foster, 
country is his life's work, and he will serve us well.

Within our own specialty of ob-gyn, for example, about 13 percent of our 
members oppose abortion. Many of them have called me this week, to say that 
Dr. Foster is a fine man who deserves a fair hearing. One of them, Dr. James 
Youngblood of Kansas City, whose statement we hand out today, says clearly, 
"He should be the Surgeon General -- we need him!"



EXCERPTS OF MEDICAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR THE FOSTER NOMINATION

"Dr. Foster's commitment to public health, his dedication to the challenges of 
teen pregnancy, drug and alcohol abuse, violence and infant mortality 
demonstrate his qualifications to be the health guardian of the American 
people." American Medical Association

"Private decisions made by physicians and their patients should not and cannot 
serve as political fodder for any viewpoint -- liberal or conservative^...) 
Dr. Foster's nomination should be considered on his record as a distinguished 
physician and educator." American College of Physicians

Press Conference with The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
Feb. 10, 1995

"The nomination of Henry W. Foster, M.D., an outstanding member of the 
Tennessee Medical Association, for the position of U.S. Surgeon General came 
as no surprise to physicians in Tennessee."

Tennessee Medical Association

"As an advocate for children, he will bring hands-on experience in battling 
some of our most important health problems, like infant mortality and teen 
pregnancy." American Academy of Pediatrics

"He enjoys widespread respect among his peers, who to a person perceive him as 
a physician with the integrity, personal and professional characteristics that 
make him an exemplary candidate to be the chief doctor in the land for all the 
people." Association of Academic Health Centers

"American academic medicine knows Dr. Foster extremely well and has benefitted 
over many years and in many ways from his enormous talents. He richly 
deserves the reputation he has earned as a nationally renowned medical 
educator and clinician." Association of American Medical Colleges

Other organizations supporting the Foster nomination: American College of 
Preventive Medicine, American Medical Women's Association, American
Psychiatric Association, American Society for Reproductive Medicine,
Association of Minority Health Professions Schools, Association of Professors 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine, 
Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology, Council of
University Chairs of Obstetrics and Gynecology, National Medical Association.
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Contact: Kathleen Haddad, MS, Department of Public Policy, (202) 393-1650.

News Bureau: Indepenaence Mall West, Sixth Street at Race, Philadelphia, PA 19106-1572: 215-351-2651/800-523-1546

STATEMENT BY THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS ON THE 
NOMINATION OF DR. HENRY FOSTER FOR U.S. SURGEON GENERAL

The American College of Physicians expresses disappointment that the nomination 
process for Surgeon General has politicized the physician-patient relationship.

Dr. Foster's nomination should go forward, and Congress should consider it based 
on his record as a distinguished physician and educator.

Private decisions made by physicians and their patients should not and cannot 
serve as political fodder for any viewpoint — liberal or conservative. Medical decisions 
made in the context of the physician-patient relationship are personal, not political. The 
integrity and security of this relationship is critical to health maintenance and healing. 
Attempts to dredge up private medical encounters and hurl them into a political debate, as 
in the case of Dr. Foster's nomination, can only harm the sacred institution of physician­
patient trust upon which medicine rests.

American College of Physicians
Publisher of Annals of Internal Medicine



American College of
Preventive Medicine

February 2, 1995

Dear President Clinton:

PROVIDING
LEADERSHIP IN­
DISEASE PREVENTION
AND HEALTH
PROMOTION

William J. Clinton
President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

1015 15TH STREET NW
SUITE 403
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 
(202) 789-0003
FAX: (202) 289-8274

The American College of Preventive Medicine, the national professional society 
for physicians committed to disease prevention and health promotion, looks 
forward to working with Dr. Foster on common goals to improve the health of 
the public.

The American College of Preventive Medicine is pleased to support the 
nomination of Henry Foster, MD, for the position of Surgeon General of the 
United States. Dr. Foster will bring to the position a record of leadership and an 
understanding of the medical training and health care delivery needs of this 
nation.

REGENTS

RUSSELL B. RAYMAN, MD 
Aerospace Medicine

MICHAEL PARKINSON. MD 
General Preventive Medicine 

WILLIAM W. GREAVES. MD 
Occupational Medicine

CHARLES KONIGSBERG, MD 
Public Health

DAVID BUTLER-JONES. MD 
Region 1

NANCY SHEEHAN. MD 
Region 2

ROBERT CARR. MD 
Region 3

TERENCE R. COLLINS. MD 
Region 4

RAY M. NICOLA, MD 
Region 5

RICHARD M. BIERY. MD 
Region 6

MARK B. JOHNSON. MD 
Region 7

ELLENS. B.ALKON. MD 
Region 8

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HAZEL K. KEIMOWITZ, MA

PAST PRESIDENTS
SUZANNE DANDOY. MD
F. DOUGLAS SCUTCHFIELD. MD

Sincerely yours,
.-■//

Roy L. DeHart, MD 
President

// /

OFFICERS 

ROY L. DEHART, MD 
President 

HUGH H. TILSON. MD 
President-Elect 

DOROTHY S. LANE. MD 
Secretary-Treasurer
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February 15, 1995
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as
SURGEON GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

AFSCME urges the Senate to confirm the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster 
as Surgeon General of the United States.

Linda Chavez-Thompson 
San Antonio, Tex. 

Garland W. Webb 
Baton Rouge, La.

The American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 

(AFSCME) strongly supports the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster as Surgeon 
General of the United States.

Dr. Foster is being condemned by anti-choice factions for performing a 

perfectly legal medical procedure in the context of providing women with the full 
range of health care services they need. This is the right wing’s first attack in 
their campaign to demonize doctors who perform a legal medical service. Their 

campaign would return us to the time when abortion was illegal and unsafe.

Dr. Foster is a superbly qualified candidate who has long advocated 
responsible reproductive health policies that protect women’s health, strengthen 
families and combat teenage pregnancy.

AFSCME urges the Senate to consider Dr. Foster’s entire lifetime of 
extraordinary work. The United States Senate should not allow the nomination 
of Dr. Henry Foster to become a litmus test for the radical right.

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO
1625 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036-5687

Telephone (202) 429-1000

Telex 89-2376

Facsimile (202) 429-1293

TDD (202) 659-0446

STATEMENT
of

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 

(AFSCME)
on the

NOMINATION OF DR. HENRY FOSTER

Russell K. Okata 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

George E. Popyack 
Belmont, Calif. 

Joseph P. Puma 
Albany, N.Y.

Gerald W.McEntee 
President

William Lucy
Secretary- Treasurer 

Vice Presidents

Ronald C. Alexander 
Columbus, Ohio

Dominic J. Badolato 
New Britain, Conn. 

Henry L Bayer Chicago'lll.

Peter J. Benner 
St Paul, Minn. 

Joseph M. Bonavita 
Boston, Mass.

George Boncoraglio 
New York, N.Y. 

Gloria C Cobbin 
Detroit Mich.

Stephen M. Culen 
Chicago, III.

Albert A. Diop 
New York, N.Y. 

Danny Donohue 
Albany, N.Y.

William T. Endsley 
Columbus, Ohio

Stephan R. Fantauzzo 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Stanley W. Hill 
New York. N.Y. 

Carolyn J. Holmes 
Williamstown, NJ.

William S. Hudson, Jr. 
Sykesville, Md.
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February 15, 1995

Dear President Clinton:

Sincerely,
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The Honorable William J. Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

The American Psychiatric Association supports your selection of Henry 
Foster, M.D. as nominee to be Surgeon General of the United States. 
Dr. Foster’s long and distinguished medical career and his dedication to 
matters of public health make him an excellent selection for this 
position.
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February 14, 1995

Dear President Clinton,

American

Psychological

Association

Dr. Foster is also a practicing physician and medical educator, currently serving as scholar-in- 
residence at the Association of Academic Health Centers in Washington, D.C. (Dr. Foster’s most 
recent honor) while on sabbatical from Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee. At 
Meharry, he has served as the dean of the school of medicine and also as acting president.

Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

We are writing on behalf of the American Psychological Association to express our strong 
support for Henry Foster, Jr., M.D. for Surgeon General.

750 First Street, ME
Washington, DC 20002-4242
(202) 336-5500
(202) 336-6123 TDD

Moreover, Dr. Foster has often been recognized by the medical community for his contributions 
to medicine and to science. Such recognitions include induction into the Institute of Medicine 
of the National Academy of Sciences; the Faculty Award for Excellence in Science and 
Technology from the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities; and 
the Appreciation Award for Research and Teaching in Sickle Cell Anemia from Tuskegee 
University.

Dr. Foster’s accomplishments are numerous. He is widely recognized as one of our nation’s 
authorities on preventing adolescent pregnancy and reducing infant mortality. His highly 
successful pregnancy prevention program, the "I Have a Future Program", encourages adolescents 
to abstain from sexual activity and guides those adolescents who are at-risk for pregnancy toward 
positive life choices through the use of community-based partnerships and interventions. In 
addition, Dr. Foster has served as an examiner for the American Board of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, has lectured extensively at conferences and seminars worldwide, has served on the 
editorial board of Academia, and has served on many boards, committees, and councils where 
he has proven his ability as a consensus builder.
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Sincerely,

Raymond D. Fowler, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer

Dr. Foster’s distinguished record demonstrates that he would be an exceptional Surgeon General, 
committed to improving the physical and mental health of all Americans. On behalf of the 
124,000 members of the American Psychological Association, we strongly encourage you to 

support his nomination.

Ronald E. Fox, Ph.D. 
President

Dr. Foster will bring to the Office of the Surgeon General not only a wealth of knowledge and 
experience, but also a strong commitment to improving the health of all Americans, particularly 
infants, children, and adolescents. His colleagues have indicated they expect Dr. Foster to be a 
vocal advocate for promoting health and preventing disease.
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STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR HENRY W. FOSTER, M.D. 
FOR U.S. SURGEON GENERAL

Robert D. Visscher, M.D., Executive Director of the American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine (ASRM), formerly The American Fertility Society, 
released the following statement in support of President Clinton’s 
nomination of Henry W. Foster, Jr., M.D., for U.S. Surgeon General:

The American Society for Reproductive Medicine, founded in 1944, has 
more than 11,000 members who are devoted to advancing knowledge and 
expertise in reproductive medicine and biology, including obstetrician­
gynecologists, urologists, research scientists, medical technologists and 
allied health professionals. ASRM-affiliate societies include the Society of 
Reproductive Endocrinologists (SRE), the Society of Reproductive Surgeons 
(SRS), and the Society for Assisted Reproductive Technology (SART).

VJe fully endorse President Clinton’s choice for Surgeon General 
as he is an accomplished physician who has made great strides 
in the field of reproductive medicine and in developing 
community service programs. Dr. Foster will bring the highest 
level of talent, knowledge and leadership to the position of 
Surgeon General. He has won national recognition and awards 
for his campaigns to reduce infant mortality and to curb teenage 
pregnancies and drug abuse. In 1991, his program to combat 
teen pregnancy was chosen as one of President Bush’s 
Thousand Points of Light." He created the "I Have a Future"
program which encourages young people to practice 
abstinence, develop job skills and improve self-esteem. ASRM 
enthusiastically supports the candidacy of Dr. Henry W. Foster, 
Jr. as the next United States Surgeon General.
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Dr. Foster is a former acting president of 
Meharry Medical College. Meharry is an 
institutional member of AMHPS, which represents 
the nation's Historically Black medical, dental, 
pharmacy and veterinary schools.

Reed V. Tucksco. M.D. 
Vkc Prendrat

The Association of Minority Health 
Professions Schools (AMHPS) today expressed its 
support for the nomination of Henry Foster, MD as 
the Surgeon General of the United States.

For more information 
contact: Dale Dirks 

(202) 544-7499

Fred FteWer. D.D.S.. M.S.
Sec reury/Trctturer
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John E Maupin Jr.. D.D.S.. M B A. 

Harold Jordan. M.D. 
Acun< Dean. School of Media*

Tueiefee Liuvemry School 
of Vmnnary Medicine 

Tu&kcyee. Alabama MOtt
Jamca A F«rt«oe. D V M . M P K . Ph D 

Dean

Henry Lewu ffl. R.Ph.. Pherm.D 

Prwdem

Howard Uruvertiry
CoUcfo of Medicine. Deaciatry and Phannacy 

WaahmfUM. D C 20039
Charles H Erm Jr . M.D 

Vice PreMden* for Health Affain

The Charles R Drew Utuvemry of 

McdKine and ScIcmx

1621 Eaw 120* Straer 
Loa Aageka. Califonua 90059

Florida A AM fruvcnKy 
Coitefe of Pharmacy 

TaJIahaaaet. Ronda 32307
Henry Lewis ID. R Ph.. Phann D 

Dean

Tuu Southern University 
Coitege of Pharmacy and 
Health Soenoes

3100 Ckbume Street 
Houaion. Tetaa 77004

Mary-Ann Galley. Pharro D 

Interim Dean

Xavier Umvenny of Louisiana 
College of Pharmacy

7325 Pilmeno Strew 
New Orkam. Louisiana 70125

Marcellus Groce. Ph D 

Dean

Washing son Represenutfve 
Health and Medicine Counsel 

of Washington 
Dale P Dirlu

Morehouse School of Medicine 
720 Weatview Dnve. S.W 
Adaeu. Georgia 30310

Louis W Sullivta, M D. 

President
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AMHPS President, Dr. Henry Lewis stated, 
"Dr. Foster is a national leader in medicine and 
research. His efforts to develop programs for the 
education and academic enrichment of young 
people, particularly minorities, have been 
commendable. Dr. Foster's "I Have a Future" 
program at Nashville's Meharry Medical College is 
truly a national model."

Reed V. Tockwn, M.D 

PretidMC
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Dear President Clinton:

Sincerely, 1
4

1015 15th Street. N.W. Suite 405 Washington, D.C. 20005 Telephone 202-682 1698 Telefax 202-842-1980

ATPM

We thank you for your continuing leadership in health care issues and for your consistent 
recognition that prevention should be a focal point of federal activities in health.

ASSOCIATION OF
TEACHERS OF 
PREVENTIVE 

MEDICINE

The Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine is a professional organization 
comprising medical school departments of preventive medicine, teachers, researchers, 
administrators and students. Our mission is to ensure the primacy and excellence of individual 
and community health promotion and disease prevention in the education of physicians and other 
health professionals.

Barbara J. Calkins, MA 
Executive Director

President William J. Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500

S. Edwards Dismuke, MD, MSPH 
President

T

The Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine is pleased to support the nomination 
of Henry W. Foster, Jr., MD for United States Surgeon General. Dr. Foster has a record of 
outstanding accomplishment and leadership in public health and medical education. His 
confirmation will help ensure that improving the health status of Americans through disease 
prevention and health promotion remains a national priority.

J
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February 14, 1995 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
W ashingtoo. DC 20.SOO 

Dear Mr. President. 

We are deeply disturbed by recent report� that the nomination of Dr. Henry 
Foster to be the next Surgeon General of the United States is in jeopardy because he 
MS pcrfonned a number of abortions in hi!s medical practice. 

In this ncition, women have a guaranteed constitutional right -to make and 
implement informed choices about childbearing. Abortion is a necesi:;ary component 
of women's health care. Abortion is, in fact, medically indicated in a wide variety 
of circumi-tanccs, and the procedure itself is sipificaotly safer for the woman than 
a full term pregnancy and delivery. The point at which the medical risks of 
pregnancy become unacceptable will differ depending on the circumslances and Lhe 
individual woman. Ethical standards -- and U.S. law -- require that women be 
allowed to weigh these ris� for themselves. While individual physicians, who. for 
reasons of consci�nce or r.eligioU6 belief, may decline to perfonn or assh.t in the 
procedure> it is irresponsible and unethical for physicians to withhold or deny abortion 
services to women who n� them. 

Since 1973, .millions of women in th.is country have undergone abortions, and 
millions more have �nefite4 from the option to make a personal choice. That 
phy:.iciani. who attend to their medical need.� should be made targets for 
discrimination, intimid:il.ion. hatred, and even murder is an outrage. 

Because of the urgent need to address issues of importance to women's health, 
it is particularly praiseworthy lhat you have appointed a distinguished obstetrician/ 
gynecologisl lo the position of Surgeon General. We urge you to resist those who 
would fan the flames of hysteria and vilify Dr. Foster for fulfilling his medical 
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obligation to this patients. For him to do less would violate the standards of medical 
practice. We hope that Senators will consider this nomination solely on the basis of 
Dr. Foster'� qualifications and experience. If they do so. we are confident they will

vote to confirm him as the n� Surgeon General of lhe United States. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Benshoof 



In 1929 Clara Bell Duvall a 34-ycar-old mother of five found herself pregnant for the 

eighth time. In a desperate attempt to end the pregnancy she performed an abortion with a 

knitting needle. Tragically, she developed peritonitis and died.

Left behind were five motherless children and a husband unable to care for a large family 

while working to support them. The children were scattered among various family members.

Along with their mother, a family died.

So, when anti-choioc forces work to subvert the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster as U.S.

Surgeon General because they abhor the abortions he has performed, 1 wish they would think 

about Clara Bell Duvall and her five motherless children. What I abhor is the tragedy that befell 

the Duvall family.

As one of Clara Bell Duvall’s daughters, Linn Duvall Harwell said, "When abortion was 

illegal, women died. My mother was one of them." When she learned the cause of her 

mother’s death, Linn Harwell vowed to change the root causes of her mother’s desperate act-- 

the lack of birth control and unsafe, illegal abortion. Now 71 years old and the mother of four,

Linn Duvall Harwell, like Dr. Henry Foster, has worked tirelessly to improve women’s lives.

Access to birth control and safe, legal abortion save women's lives. Dr. Henry Foster 

has saved women’s lives and kept families together.

125 South 9th Street. Suite 3<M Philadelphia, PA 1910? 215-6294111 Hut: 215-928-9848

The Clara Bell Duvall 7T

CONTACT: Carol Pctraitis 215-629-0111
610-544-0138 (home)

February 16, 1995
National Press Club

FT The Clara Bell Duvall JTA

.Education funiU



News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ENDOCRINE SOCIETY ANNOUNCES SUPPORT OF FOSTER NOMINATION

Bethesda, MD February 16, 1995 . . . The Endocrine Society today announces its

support for the nomination of Henry W. Foster, Jr., M.D. for Surgeon General of the United

States. The Society believes that Dr. Foster is well qualified and will bring dedication,

expertise and leadership to the position.

"Dr. Foster is a well respected member of the medical community. As a clinician, a

scientist, an educator and administrator, his reputation is sterling. The programs he has

organized in Nashville to prevent unplanned teenage pregnancies are among the best in the

country," said M. Susan Smith, Ph.D., president of The Endocrine Society and director of

the Oregon Regional Primate Research Center.

"We recognize excellent leadership in the areas of medicine that relate to

endocrinology as well as dedication to public health. Dr. Foster, an obstetrician/gynecologist,

deserves our full support for his nomination," commented C. Wayne Bardin, M.D. past

president of the Society and vice president of The Population Council.

Based in Bethesda, MD, The Endocrine Society is comprised of nearly 8,000

scientists and physicians in 65 countries dedicated to the research and treatment of the

endocrine system.

tt # #

4350 East WEST HIGHWAY • SUITE 500 • BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20814-4410 • TEL (301) 941-0200 • FAX (301) 941-0259

CONTACT: Catherine Bryan
301-941-0252

d1HE
Ka Endocrine 

™ oOCIETY
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1436 U Street, NW 2 0 0 0 9 Telephone: 202.667.5881 Fax: 202.66 7. 5890

MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE
RALLIES BEHIND DR. FOSTER’S NOMINATION FOR SURGEON GENERAL

MSFC represents hundreds of medical students nation-wide dedicated to the reproductive 

well being of our nation. MSFC was founded in 1993 to advocate for a more complete 

medical education, one that includes abortion training, to be better prepared to serve the 

real needs of our communities in the future.

Contact: Patricia Anderson
202-667-7281

Medical students were outraged when controversy arose surrounding Dr. Foster’s 

provision of legal abortions. "His practice teaches the importance of providing health 

services according to the needs of patients and not the dictates of political beliefs," said 

Steinauer. "MSFC applauds the nomination of a Surgeon General who recognizes the 

importance of women’s access to abortion."

February 16, 1995
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Medical Students for Choice (MSFC), the organization of pro-choice medical students, 

urged the President’s continued support of Henry Foster, MD, for Surgeon General today. 

"It is crucial that Dr. Foster be commended and not condemned for his work as a 

physician. His example is inspiring to medical students - he has led by caring for the 

needs of his patients - women and their families," said Jody Steinauer, President of Medical 

Students for Choice.

The medical community, along with MSFC, has overwhelming confidence in Dr. Foster. 

"We cannot allow anti-abortion extremists to redefine Dr. Foster according to their own 

narrow agenda," said Steinauer. "Dr. Foster’s record speaks for itself. His career 

exemplifies commitment to our nation’s health, from preventing teen pregnancy to 

providing total reproductive health care."

Suite 103 Washington, DC
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MOREHOUSE 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Louis W. Sullivan, M.D.

President

Morehouse School of Medicine

January 31, 1995

KNOWLEDGE • WISDOM • EXCELLENCE • SERVICE
720 Westview Drive. S.W. Atlanta. Georgia 30310-1495 Telephone (404) 752-1740

Dr. Foster is a nationally-known, well-respected physician and 
a great human being who brings a broad perspective and experience 
to a variety of health and social issues - knowledge, skills and 

experience that are essential for America's Surgeon General, 
absolutely confident that he would serve with distinction.

Louis W. Sullivan, M.D., President of Morehouse School of 

Medicine today released the following statement supporting the 

appointment of Dr. Henry Foster, Jr., as Surgeon General:

"Dr. Foster is a highly qualified physician and administrator 

who would be an outstanding Surgeon General. He has had a 

distinguished academic career and has directed numerous successful 

community outreach ventures, including Meharry’s teen initiative, 

"I Have A Future Program," focusing on sexual responsibility, 

self-esteem and job skills.

I have known him personally since we were classmates at 

Morehouse College. I treasure him as a friend and respect him as 

a colleague."



ft News Release

The National Abortion Federation, the national professional association of abortion

providers, today reaffirmed its support for Dr. Henry Foster, President Clinton’s

nominee for Surgeon General of the United States, joining the President and Dr. Foster

at a public forum. "Dr. Foster’s record speaks for itself," said Donna Singletary, NAF’s

Government Relations Director. "He has devoted his life to the service of the public

health, most particularly reproductive health services."

NAF is reassured by the pro-active stance taken by the White House and Dr. Foster in

recent days to counter the misrepresentation and public attacks mounted by the extreme

right wing. "It is important that the public know that this Surgeon General nominee

supports and respects both the women who seek abortion services and his colleagues

who provide those services," said Singletary. "We were initially concerned that the

invective of an extremist minority was being allowed to shape the discussion. Abortion

is one of the most commonly performed surgical procedures in this country. When you

attack abortion care, you attack the women of America."

-More-

1436 U Street, NW Telephone: 202.667.58812 0 0 0 9 Fax: 2 0 2 . 6 6 7. 5 8 9 0

ABORTION PROVIDERS SUPPORT FOSTER NOMINATION; 
JOIN PUBLIC FORUM AT NATIONAL PRESS CLUB

CONTACT: GINA SHAW 
202/667-5881

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 16, 1995

Suite 103 Washington, DC



touch with the needs and beliefs of most Americans, have tried to back President Clinton

(30)

The providers NAF represents are outraged at the witch hunt being pursued by extreme 

right-wing groups against Dr. Foster for providing abortion services. "Fanatics, out of

and Dr. Foster into a corner," said Singletary. "We urge Dr. Foster and the President 

to continue to stand firm in their support of a women’s right to complete reproductive 

health care. It should not matter how many abortions any physician has performed, for 

what reasons, or in what setting. Dr. Henry Foster should be applauded, not attacked, 

for providing abortion services to women who need them."

The National Abortion Federation has tracked the growing incidence of anti-choice 

violence across the United States since 1977. The marginalization of abortion providers 

has played a key role in the growth of this violence, according to NAF. "In the attacks 

on Dr. Foster, we see the same kind of demonization that we see at clinics across the

National Abortion Federation
Page two

country every day," Singletary noted. "This principled physician must not and will not 

permit himself to be forced to apologize for providing a vital public health service."
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pregnancy to rendering a full range of rep 
throughout his career are being overlooked.

Vej-y sincerely,

I

1436 U Street, NW Suite 103 Telephone: 202.667.588 1 Fax: 202.667.5890

Donna L. Singletary
Director, Government Relations

The Honorable Bill Clinton
The White House
Washington, DC 2050

Dear President Clinton:

KayArndbrfer 1
Acting/Executive Director

Executive Director Sylvia Stengle, M.P.H. President: lynne Rondoll Past President: Adele Hughey

Board Members: Rachel Atkins, P.A. Betsy Aubrey, R.N. Severn Austin Curtis Boyd. M D Morilynn Buckhorn Joon S. Coombs Moria Corsiilo Bruce Ferguson. M.O. Stanley K. Henshow. Ph.O. Carole Joffe, Ph D. Herbert C. Jones. Jr.. M.O. 

Suronne I. Poppemo, M.O. Gory I. Prohosko. M.O. Jeri Rasmussen Bernard Smith, M.O. Morey Wilder, J.D. Anito Wilson, M.S. Planned Parenthood Liaison: Michael S. Policor, M.O., M.P.H.

Advisory Board: Janet Benshoof, Esq Ferry Beresford Glenno Holvorson-Boyd, Ph.O. Michael S. Burnhill. M.D.. O.M.Sc. Rachel Benson Gold David A. Grimes. M.O. Warren M. Hem, M.O., Ph D., M.P.H. Koye McIntosh, R.N. William F. Peterson. M.O

On behalf of over 300 institutional members of the National Abortion Federation (NAF), we urge 
your continuing support for Henry Foster, MD for Surgeon General.

As the professional membership association of abortion providers, our organization speaks for 
hundreds of caring medical personnel -- many of whom have to don bullet-proof vests when they 
go to work and many of whom find no safe refuge from harassment even in their homes with their 
families. NAF supports the nomination of a Surgeon General who acknowledges the importance of 
women’s access to and the availability of abortion care.

Dr. Foster’s career exemplifies this thorough commitment to women’s health, from preventing teen 
pregnancy to rendering a full range of reproductive care. However, Dr. Foster’s achievements 
throughout his career are being overlooked. Anti-abortion militants are attempting to defeat this 
nomination merely because he performed legal abortion procedures as a part of his practice. 
Without your leadership and the positive action of the Senate Labor and Human Resources 
Committee, a good nominee may well be sacrificed in this latest anti-abortion battle.

Blind hostility from anti-choice forces to any nominee who performed an abortion is unfair to Dr. 
Foster’s nomination and is indicative of what abortion providers face every day. Our members do 
not apologize for 12, 1200, or 12,000 procedures, because our physicians know they make a positive 
difference in women’s lives. Quite simply, the ability to obtain a safe, legal abortion helps women 
and their families. Abortion is a positive recourse in what can be a difficult situation.

Dr. Foster’s prescription to make abortion "safe, legal and rare" represents a growing concensus for 
a strong educational effort stressing sexual responsibility and delaying parenthood. It is a banner 
under which all who care about women’s and children’s health care can rally. We stand with you 
against the unfair smear tactics which threaten this nomination.

Washington, DC 20009
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February 9, 1995 Contact:

II

-30-

NAACP ANNOUNCES SUPPORT FOR
THE CONFIRMATION OF DR. HENRY FOSTER 

AS UNITED STATES SURGEON GENERAL

The NAACP today announced its strong support for the confirmation of Dr. Henry 
W. Foster, Jr., President Clinton’s choice to serve as the United States Surgeon General. Dr. 
Foster is the acting president of Meharry Medical College. He has a distinguished career 
in medicine accentuated by significant scholarly achievements and outstanding community 

service.

The NAACP has launched a "grassroots" campaign urging Members of the United 
States Senate to honestly evaluate and swiftly confirm Dr. Foster as the nation’s Surgeon 
General.

11

Dr. Foster has already earned a national reputation and has gained widespread 
respect within the medical profession for the remarkable leadership he has demonstrated 
on issues of importance to the African American community, including his work in such 
areas as teenage pregnancy prevention programs.

Wade Henderson, Director
(202) 638-2269

or

Edward A. Hailes, Counsel 
(202) 638-2269

"The NAACP believes the nation needs Dr. Foster as its Surgeon General. His 
medical experience and willingness to confront some of the most distressing health problems 
of our time make him especially well-suited for the job," said Dr. William F. Gibson, 
Chairman, National Board of Directors.

NAACP
> 190S (

WASHINGTON BUREAU
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. • SUITE 1120 • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

(202) 638-2269 FAX (202) 638-5936



A

February 1, 1995

TO WHOM !T MA Y CONCERN

Cordially,

(w)

20th National Conference on Blacks in Higher Education 
"Equalizing Opportunities"

March 15-19. 1995
Washington Hilton Hotel. Washington, D.C.

Samuel L. Myers
President

On behalf of NAFEO, we wholeheartedly endorse and support the 
appointment of Dr. Henry W. Foster, Jr. as Surgeon Genera! of the 
United States.

I have known Dr. Foster for many years and have long been 
impressed by his commitment to the health and well-being of all 
Americans. He has served in a variety of administrative and professional 
capacities in the Higher Education community including that of Acting 
President of Meharry Medical College. In addition, his involvement with 
several organizations and foundations attests to his being able to keep 
abreast of issues in the medical areas. These accomplishments should 
serve him well in his new role as Surgeon General.

On behalf of the National Association for Equal Opportunity in 
Higher Education (NAFEO), the membership association of 117 
historically and predominantly Black colleges and universities (HBCUs), 
we are pleased to know that Dr. Henry W. Foster, Jr. has been 
recommended to become the Surgeon Genera! of the United States of 
America.

Board of Directors 
Chairman
Dr. Earl S Richardson 
President. Morgan State 
University, Maryland 
Chairman-Elect 
Dr. Talbert 0 Shaw 
President. Shaw University 
North Carolina 

Vice Chairperson 
Dr. Henry Givens. Jr. 
President. Harris-Stowe 
State College. Missouri 

Vice Chairperson 
Dr. William T. Keaton 
President, Arkansas Baptist 
College, Arkansas

Vice Chairperson 
Dr Katherine Mitchell 
President. Shorter College 
Arkansas
Secretary 
Dr Ernest L. Holloway 
President. Langston 
University. Oklahoma 

Treasurer
Dr. Wesley C McClure 
President, Lane College 
Tennessee

Past Chairman 
Dr Cordell Wynn 
President. Stillman College 
Alabama
Dr. Lamore J. Carter 
President, Wiley College 
Texas
Dr. Douglas Covington 
President, Cheyney 
University of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania

Dr Edward B Fort 
Chancellor. North Carolina 
A&T State University 
North Carolina 

Dr. Robert B Gex 
Chancellor, Southern 
University-New Orleans 
Louisiana
Dr. David B Henson 
President, Alabama A&M 
University. Alabama 
Dr. Burnett Joiner 
President. LeMoyne-Owen 
College. Tennessee

Dr Thomas M Law 
President. Saint Paul's 
College. Virginia
Dr Lee E. Monroe. Jr. 
President. Paul Ouinn 
College, Texas 
Dr. Oscar L. Prater 
President, Fort Valley 
State College. Georgia 

Dr. Prezell R Robinson 
President, Saint Augustine's 
College. North Carolina 
Dr. Albert J H. Sloan. II 
President, Miles College 
Alabama
Dr. Mary L. Smith 
President. Kentucky 
State University. Kentucky 

Dr. Samuel L Myers 
President. NAFEO 
Washington. DC 
Mrs Wilma J. Roscoe 
Vice President, NAFEO 
Washington. DC

National Association For Equal Opportunity In Higher Education
NAFEO • Black Higher Education Center • Lovejoy Building • 400 12th Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20002 • Telephone (202) 543-9111 • Fax No. (202) 543-9113
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National Association of Social Workers

February 15, 1995

Dear Senator:

Dr.

Sincerely,

750 First Street, NE, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20002-4241 TEL.: (202) 408-8600 TTD: (202)336-8396 FAX: (202) 336-8310

Sheldon R. Goldstein, ACSW, LISW 
Executive Director

On behalf of the 155,000 members of the National 
Association of Social Workers (NASW), I urge you to 
support the nomination of Dr. Henry W. Foster as 
Surgeon General of the United States.

As "doctor to the nation," the Surgeon General has 
a unique opportunity to bring increased visibility 
to these critical issues. Dr. Foster has 
demonstrated his commitment to prevention in these 
very areas throughout his career as a gynecologist 
and medical educator and is well qualified to 
assume this role.

NASW is well aware of our nation's need to address 
such pressing issues as infant mortality, teenage 
pregnancy, HIV infection, and alcohol and other 
drug dependencies. Social workers are on the front 
lines of health and human service delivery and know 
the importance of health promotion, education, and 
behavioral change in confronting the root causes of 
the many public health challenges that we face 
today and in the future.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT - 1995

Ann A. Abbott. PhD, ACSW
Villanova, Pennsylvania

PRESIDENT-ELECT - 1995

Jay J. Cayner, ACSW. LSW
Iowa City, Iowa

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT - 1995

Virginia E. Jacobson, ACSW, UCSW 
Hudson, Wisconsin

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT - 1996
Ruth A. Brandwein, PhD
Centerport, New York

SECRETARY - 1996

Jamesena Grimes Moore, MSW, CSW 
Bellevue, Nebraska

TREASURER - 1995

Eugene Hickey, ACSW, CISW 
Glastonbury, Connecticut

STUDENT MEMBER/BSW
Sharon L. Jones - 1995
Buffalo, New York

STUDENT MEMBER/MSW

Yvonne Delos Reyes, BSW - 1996 
Suisun, California

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Frances S. Caple, PhD, LCSW - 1996 
Los Angeles, California

Homer Rahn-Lopez, MSW - 1997
Boston, Massachusetts

Ramon Salcido, DSW- 1995
Pomona, California

Alicia Smalley, BSW - 1995
Carson City, Nevada

REGIONAL MEMBERS
Mary Ann Bromley, DSW, CISW - 1996 
Barrington, Rhode Island

Marsena A, Buck, ACSW. LCSW - 1996 
Modesto, California

Veronica A. Coleman, ACSW, LCSW - 1997 
Chicago, Illinois

Gayle Cox, PhD - 1997
Indianapolis, Indiana

Lydia R. Durbin, MSW. LCSW - 1995 
Wilmington, Delaware

Jan L Hagen, PhD, ACSW - 1997 
Albany, New York

Marjorie B. Hammock, ACSW - 1995 
Columbia, South Carolina

Kenneth W. Lee, ACSW - 1995
Honolulu, Hawaii

Bonnie C. Limbird, MSW, LCSW - 1996 
Little Rock, Arkansas

Ruth W. Mayden, MSS, LSW - 1997 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Sandra J. McCormick, ACSW. MHA - 1997 
La Crosse, Wisconsin

Julio Morales. PhD, CISW - 1996
West Hartford. Connecticut

Judy C. Walruff, ACSW, CISW - 1995 
Glendale. Arizona

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sheldon R. Goldstein. ACSW, LISW

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Margaret L. Palmiter. PhD, ACSW

GENERAL COUNSEL
Carolyn I. Polowy, JD

NASW believes that the consideration of Dr. 
Foster's nomination for Surgeon General should 
remain focused on his demonstrated competence, 
credentials, and pursuit of sound public health 
policy. We look forward to your leadership to 
insure that the framework and scope of the debate 
on the nomination of Dr. Foster remains focused on 
the position of Surgeon General, rather than a 
political challenge to reproductive rights in the 
United States.

1
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NATIONAL BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC.

February 15, 1995

B
C
C re: Surgeon General Nomination

Dear Mr. President:

PROVIDING:

PROGRAMMING

ADVOCACY

MONITORING

COMPLIANCE

LEADERSHIP

INFO SHARING

SOURCING

Sincerely,

TECHNICAL
SUPPORT

RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT

Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

On behalf of our 89 affiliate chapters and over 10,000 Black owned businesses the 
National Black Chamber of Commerce, Inc. lends total support to your nomination of Dr. 
Henry Foster, Jr. as Surgeon General.

Improved public health care is the goal of Dr. Foster. All Americans can certainly 
agree with that agenda and should support such a nominee. The credentials, respect of the 
health care community and current programs engineered by Dr. Foster speak for 
themselves. Dr. Foster is qualified, bona fide, worthy and deserving of the post of 
Surgeon General

Your resolve to continue your support of Dr. Foster is well appreciated. We look 
forward to his congressional approval and future accomplishments.

The NBCC is a nonpartisan organization which gives public support of individuals on 
a very rare basis. In light of the attempted character assassinations directed to an 
individual holding the excellent credentials of Dr Foster we feel that our opinion must be 
added to the public record. Dr. Foster has had an impeccable career filled with 
compassion and commitment to the improvement of the human race.

2000 L STREET NW ~ SUITE 200 ~ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

TEL: 202-416-1622 ~ FAX: 202-416-1809 ~ 501 (C)(3) CORPORATION

There is much similarity in the agenda of Dr. Foster and the NBCC. We both feel that 
the best approach to improving the environment is by dealing "face to face" with those 
affected by it. His past initiatives in public housing units and with at risk teenagers are 
indications that his vision is progressive and on target.

Mafi/Uj, C.

HARRY C ALFORD
Chairman & CEO

FOUNDED
FROM A 
VISION IN

1993



NATIONAL BLACK WOMEN’S HEALTH PROJECT

February 8, 1995

Dear President Clinton:

National Headquarters • 1237 Ralph David Abernathy Blvd. • Atlanta, Georgia 30310 • Phone 404/758-9590 • Fax 404/758-9661

This assault on the pro-choice movement and particularly pro-choice physicians cannot be 
tolerated by your Administration. As a pro-choice President, we are certain that you will not 
waiver on your decision to nominate Dr. Foster as Surgeon General.

Dr. Elders’ treatment at the hands of media and conservatives during her confirmation hearing 
and throughout her tenure as Surgeon General was grossly unfair and unjustified. Conservatives, 
led by the anti-choice movement, have waged a similar attack against Dr. Foster.

The Honorable William Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Public Education/Policy Office • 1211 Connecticut Avenue N.W. • Suite 310 • Washington, D.C. 20036 

Phone 202/835-0117 Fax 202/833-8790

The National Black Women’s Health Project (NBWHP), a self-help and advocacy organization 
committed to improving the overall health status of Black women, would like to state our 
unequivocal support of your decision to nominate Dr. Henry W. Foster, Jr., as 

U.S. Surgeon General.

We would ask that you publicly reaffirm your commitment to Dr. Foster and to the pro-choice 
movement bv denouncing any attempts to block his nomination as Surgeon General. While

NBWHP praised your decision to name Dr. Joycelyn Elders as Surgeon General because of 
her work in Arkansas against teen pregnancy, AIDS and ensuring access to family planning 
services for the poor. Dr. Foster’s commitment to reproductive choice, and his work on teen 
pregnancy prevention equal Dr. Elder’s uncompromising dedication. We believe that Dr. Foster 
is an excellent choice for Surgeon General.

As an obstetrician-gynecologist, Dr. Foster has delivered hundreds of children and performed 
a number of legal abortions. Dr. Foster provided abortion services to women who chose to have 
abortions. These services were performed in accordance with the law and with the consent of 
his patients. With the declining number of physicians who are willing to perform legal 
abortions, we think that Dr. Foster should be praised for performing abortions and availing 

women the option to have this legal choice.

s.



Sincerely,

Byllye Avery, {^y

NBWHP Founder

cc: Dr. Henry Foster, Jr.

Pauline Hicks
NBWHP Board Chair

Cynthia I. Newbille, 
Executive Director

NBWHP is a pro-choice organization with membership in 42 states. We have requested that 
our members contact you to also demonstrate their support for Dr. Foster.

Dr. Foster may not receive an easy confirmation, we would urge that you continue to support 

him.



National Black Nurses' Association, Inc,

NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

February 15, 1995

Dear Colleague:

Sincerely,

NBNA particularly supports this distinguished nominee because of his 
professional and personal focus on health promotion and disease prevention. 
We commend President Clinton on this important nomination and pledge our 
full support.

_inda Burnes Bolton,
President

NBNA fully recognizes the unique qualifications of Dr. Foster as a 
physician and a learned, competent individual who has devoted his life to the 
health and well-being of a variety of communities and age groups.

1511 K Street N.W.
Suite 415
Washington, D.C. 20005
Phone: 202-393-6870
Fax: 202-347-3808

The National Black Nurses’ Association, Inc. is pleased to 
enthusiastically endorse the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster as the Nation’s 
next Surgeon General.

Dr. Linda Burnes Bolton 
President
Los Angeles, California

Betsy L. Harris
First Vice President 
Atlanta, Georgia

Margaret R. Brown
Second Vice President 
Boston, Massachusetts

Imani Kinshasa
Secretary
Bronx, New York

Mae K. Goins
Treasurer 
Miami, Florida

C. Alicia Georges 
Immediate Past President 
Bronx, New York

Dr. Lauranne Sams 
Founder
Tuskegee, Alabama

Azella Collins
Chicago, Illinois

Cindy Bell
Akron, Ohio

Beverly Eugene 
San Diego, California

Dr. Virginia Hunter 
Los Angeles, California

David W. Hutchinson 
Hackensack, New Jersey

Birthale Lambert
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Eura Lennon
Historian
Brooklyn, New York

Mary E. Malone 
Louisville, Kentucky

Jestene McCord 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Sa’ Crystal Johnson 
Student
Latham, New York

Ida J. Spruill
Charleston, S. Carolina

Dr. Betty S. Williams 
Parliamentarian
Los Angeles, California

Executive Director
Washington, D.C.

Sincerely,

Lz Linda Burnes Bolton, Dr. PH, RN, FAAN



February 15,1995

Dear Mr. President:

Sincerely

Dorothy I. Height 
President & CEO

The National Council of Negro Women, Inc. wholeheartedly supports the 
nomination of Dr. Henry Foster for Surgeon General of the United States.

William Clinton
President of the United States
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

The National Council of Negro Women is a community based national 
organization comprised of 34 affiliated national membership organizations and 260 
community based sections with an outreach to 4 million women in all walks of life. 
Since its founding in 1935 by Mary McLeod Bethune, NCNW has been a major 
positive force working to improve the quality of life for women and their families. We 
know first hand the value of the professional contribution Dr. Foster has made to the 
national community and in the lives of families.

Dr. Foster has had a distinguished career as a physician. He is an effective 
advocate for maternal and child health. His life's work has been devoted not only to 
the practice of medicine, but he has been a crusader in the fight to reduce teen 
pregnancy and to improve the quality of life among at risk youth. The "I Have A 
Future Program" is the direct result of his belief that young people can be inspired to 
stop dangerous and destructive behavior. Dr. Foster has given hundreds of children 
a dream of hope and unlimited achievement. He is indeed a professional with a 
concern to serve the public interest.

Dr. Foster's wide ranging experiences as a practicing physician, scholar, 
academic administrator and community activist, make him eminently qualified to serve 
as Surgeon General of the United States. We trust that Dr. Foster will have the 
opportunity to speak for himself and will be confirmed on the merits of his experience, 
vision, ability and commitment.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC.
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS:

1001 G STREET, N.W., SUITE 800, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 
TELEPHONE: (202) 628-0015 FAX: (202) 628-0233

* J

FOUNDER: Mary McLeod Bethune PRESIDENT: Dorothy I. Height AFFILIATED WITH: National Council of Women of the United States 
International Council of Women/National Assembly for Social Policy & Development Contributions are deductible for income tax purposes



Dear President Clinton:

Sincerely,

/ZX). zM
uufth M. DeSamo

122 C Street. NW Suite 380 Washington. DC 2000 1-2 109 202.628.3535 FAX 202.737.2690

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

I •

•»*?

On behalf of the National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association, (NFPRHA), representing 
more than 4,000 publicly funded family planning clinics serving more than four million women and ’ 
adolescents annually, I write to express our sincere hope and strong belief that Henry Foster, M.D. should 
be confirmed as Surgeon General of the United States.

National Family Planning & Reproductive Health Association

February 14, 1995

*******************************************#+#*$###+*++
The National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association (NFPRHA) is a non-profit membership organization established 
to improve and expand the delivery of voluntary, comprehensive, culturally sensitive family planning and reproductive health care 
services throughout the United States. As the only national organization representing the entire family planning community, 
NFPRHA’s members include 90% of the health care providers funded by the federal Title X program including: state-county-local 
health departments: hospital based clinics; Planned Parenthood of America affiliates; family planning councils; independent 
freestanding clinics; and individual providers, researchers and consumers. NFPRHA members provide reproductive health care at 
over four thousand clinics nationwide to four million low income and poor women and adolescents yearly.

J
President and CEO

At a time when teen pregnancy has moved to the top of the Administration’s agenda as well as the 
legislative agenda in Congress, it is critical that the nation’s Surgeon General be an effective and 
knowledgeable spokesperson on this topic. The nation needs Dr. Fester’s skills as a community leader, 
a consensus builder, and a spokesperson for the public's health. We cannot afford to let extremists, who 
would bar any pro-choice candidate from office, claim to speak for America and to represent our values. 
Now is the time to make clear that mainstream America supports both family planning and reproductive 
choice and, along with Dr. Foster, wants to keep abortion safe, legal and rare.

First and foremost, Dr. Foster has an impressive record as a practitioner, an administrator, an academician, 
and has demonstrated a lifetime commitment to public health. During his 38 years of practice, Dr. Foster 
has delivered thousands of babies and taught more than 1,000 medical students. But the sum total of his 
life’s work goes far beyond these numbers. He has confronted America’s "crisis of values" by founding 
the "I Have A Future" Program, a program which recognizes that teen pregnancy is far more than just a 
medical issue. The program allows teens to develop a sense of personal responsibility by offering 
adolescents a range of learning experiences from academics to athletics and is designed to cultivate the 
self-esteem needed to delay chfidbearing. Although information on contraception is provided, there is an 
explicit recognition that this is only one component of an effective response. The "I Have A Future" 
program stands out as the kind of creative, locally-based approach to preventing unintended pregnancy 
that we should applaud.
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25 Years 'Defining and Dt(fflding Women's Rights 
•i, 11 ru,,u:-. 'i, o. ,

Px'••ident Bill Clinton 
The llbit• Rou■e 
1,00 Pennaylvania Avenue 
Wa■hincJton, DC 20050 

Dear Px'••idant Clinton: 

February 15, 1995 

►-�X (2 lZ I Ur. llH-f• 

We writ• to expr••• the ■tron9 aupport of the NOif 
Le9al Deten■• and Education FUnd tor or. Henry Poster 
to be aurqeon General or th• united Stat••• 

Dr, Fo■ter i■ uinently qualified•• a phyaician. 
His experience in working vith teenager• to build their 
■elt-uteu and to give tho th• con�idence to uke
re■pon•ible choice• regardin9 their own tuturu, their 
ta.ili•• and their coJUNnitiee, will be invaluable in 
addras■ing illportant aocial ieauea. 

Dr. P08tar'• pro-choice poaition i• conaiatent 
vith the vieva ot the aajority of Aaerican■, including 
Aaerican• of virtually every religioua •nd political 
per•uaaion. NOW LDU ■tronglr endor•e• bis atand for
reproductiv• treed011. It i• ■perativ• that ve do not 
allov a ainority ot extreai•t• to derail th• 
continlation proe•••· It they do, it vill reinforce
the Haaa9e that every doctor'• right to provide a 
legal .. dical procedure 1• in peril. PUrther, it vill 
aerva to a.rode• woaan'• right to choose, which w• know 
you •tron«JlY support. 

We Ur"9e you to continue your support for Dr. 
Foster and to pr••• atron9ly tor hi• conriraation. 

Sincerely, 
� 

K�Jger■ 
� 

Executive Director 
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February 2, 1995

Dear Mr President:

Sincerely,

! Z’-xl

V'
M.D.

''J

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

1012 Tenth Street, Northwest • Washington, D.C. 20001 

(202) 347-1895 • FAX: (202) 842-3293

TRACY M. WALTON, JR., M.D 
PRESIDENT

il National 
Medical 
Association

Tracy M. Walton, Jr., 
President

The NMA believes that Dr. Foster's presence as U.S. Surgeon 
General will greatly enhance the Administration's ability and 
capacity to protect the health and welfare of our nation and 
applauds your excellent selection.

The National Medical Association (NMA) strongly supports the 
nomination of Henry Foster, M.D. as United states Surgeon General. 
As an active NMA member. Dr. Foster's service has been exemplary 
and his work has served as a national model that is being 
replicated in various segments of health care.
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since 1972 to advance and protect women’s legal rights. The Center focuses on major policy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 10, 1995

i
A OVA N C I N G 

WOMENS

•R I O ■H T S

CONTACT: Linda Cooper
(202) 328-5176/5160

STATEMENT OF MARCIA GREENBERGER
CO-PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S LAW CENTER 

QN THE NOMINATION OF DR, HENRY FOSTER AS SURGEON GENERAL

WASHINGTON, D.C., -- “We are outraged that some would condemn Dr. Foster and 
consider him unacceptable for public service as our nation’s Surgeon General solely on grounds 
that he is an OB/Gyn whose long and distinguished career has included the performance of 
abortions.

The National Women’s Law Center is a non-profit organization that has been working 
since 1972 to advance and protect women’s legal rights. The Center focuses on major policy areas 
of importance to women and their families including employment, education, reproductive rights 
and health, family support and income security, with special attention given to the concerns of low- 
income women.

This effort to discredit Dr. Foster is nothing more than another guerilla tactic in the litany of 
intimidation, coercion, and violence being used by extremists to isolate and stigmatize abortion 
services. Abortion is a legal procedure, and a standard part of OB/Gyn practice. In the past, and 
during Dr. Foster’s years of practice when abortion services were more accessible than they are 
today, the procedure was considered a responsibility and obligation of OB/Gyn’s to their patients, 
with deference to the provider’s religious or moral beliefs. Efforts to further marginalize the 
availability of abortion services will make women and the limited number of health care providers 
who currently perform abortion services even more vulnerable to the brutal, senseless, and 
escalating acts of violence witnessed at clinics in Massachusetts and Horida, and across the 
country.

OB/Gyn care is fundamental to women’s health and healthy babies. In nominating an 
OB/Gyn to be Surgeon General the Administration clearly recognizes that the health of women and 
their families is a critically important public health issue, central to the well being of future 
generations. Dr. Foster s dedication to the health care needs of at-risk communities and issues 
such as reducing teen pregnancy place him on the front lines of some of the most critical health care 
concerns we as nation face today.

Dr. Foster’s long career reflects a full range of expertise as an academic, health care 
provider, advocate, and counselor. He brings a unique perspective to the role of the Surgeon 
General through his commitment in his medical practice to ensuring the health and wellness of 
countless women and their babies.”

National Women’s Law Center
1616 P Street, NW • Suite 100 • Washington, DC 20036 • (202) 328-5160 • FAX (202) 328-5137
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their families."

# # #

AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION SUPPORTS THE NOMINATION OF 

DR. HENRY FOSTER FOR SURGEON GENERAL

For Further Information Contact: 
Amy Isaacs, (202) 785-5980

Americans for Democratic Action (ADA) today reiterated its support for Dr. Henry 

Foster to become Surgeon General of the United States.

"President Clinton’s nomination of Dr. Henry Foster, a practicing gynecologist and 

educator, is a superb choice to fill the position of U.S. Surgeon General," said Amy Isaacs, 

ADA’s National Director. "In that capacity, Dr. Foster will be able to continue and expand 

his work of advocating positive life choices for teenagers. His significant contributions to 

the welfare of youths from disadvantaged backgrounds to prevent teenage pregnancy, reduce 

infant mortality, and reduce substance abuse are truly noteworthy." Foster’s "I Have a 

Future Program" which was lauded by President George Bush, stands as a shining example 

of precisely the type of positive alternative all of us need to encourage. The program 

encourages community-based partnerships and helps young people help each other through 

the difficulties of the teen years.

"Anti-choice zealots who are condemning Dr. Foster because he performed legal 

abortions should be ashamed," Isaacs said. "Women are entitled to choose to have an 

abortion, and it is imperative that their rights not be abridged in any way. Those who 

oppose Foster must understand that a distinguished gynecologist who has been medically 

responsible in performing abortions should not be penalized for obeying the law and 

ensuring that a full range of reproductive health choices are available to all women and

For Immediate Release: 
February 16, 1995

1625 K Street, N.W. • Suite 210 • Washington, DC 20006 • (202) 785-5980 • FAX (202) 785-5969
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Lois C. Waldman 

Acting Director, 
Commission forWomen's Equality

Statemen! of the American Jewish Congress 
Commission for Women's Equality 

on the
Nomination of Henry Wendell Foster, Jr. 

as Surgeon General

Contact: Stephen Steiner 

Director of Public Relations 

212-360-1540

February 3, 1995

For Immediate Release

Amoriein {euisJi Ci>ngr<^« 

Stephen W|»e CimgreM l-lo «c 

lSE»tS4th Strut 

Now York. NY KUIti-iXV

212 879 4500 . F„2|2 ;4

The American Jewish Congress, founded in 1913 by Rabbi Stephen Wise. Justice Louis 
Brandeis and other distinguished Jews, specialises in combatting all forms of bigotry through 
law and legislation. Considered the legal voice <f the American Jewish community, it works to 
safeguard Jewish interests, protect basic freedtm.s enshrined in the American Bill of Rights and 
to advance the security of Israel.

The American Jewish Congress Commission for Women's Equality is delighted that 

President Clinton has nominated Henry Wendell Foster, Jr. to the post of Surgeon General and 

hopes that the Congress speedily approves the nomination.

Dr. Foster's experience on the staff of Meharry Medical College and as its Director 

amply prepares him to serve as Surgeon General AJCongress is particularly pleased that the 

President has selected a physician concerned with the issue of women's health needs, an area 

long neglected by the medical establishment. Dr. Foster's leadership of Nashville’s "I Have A 

Future" programs, a successful effort to teach teenagers to delay sex and childbearing, augurs 

well for his leadership of President Clinton's campaign to attack the high rate of teenage 

pregnancy in the United States. Teenage pregnancy creates serious health, social and 

economic difficulties for adolescent mothers and their children. By his appointment of Dr. 

Foster, President Clinton has recognized that the solution co this and other health problems lies 

in increased knowledge, improved communication and the courage of public officials to risk 

offending some in the service of improving the lives and health of many.
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diversity of our nation. Moreover, his clinical, academic and administrative responsibilities have

Respectfully,

Honorable Donna Shalala, Secretary 
United States Department of Health 

and Human Services

Christoph* G. Atchison, Director
Iowa Department of Public Health
President,
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

LUCAS STATE OFFICE BUILDING / DES MOINES. IOWA 503190075 / 515-261-5797 
FAX # (515) 281-4958 / TDD-DEAF SERVICES #(515) 242-6156

The office of Surgeon General has the conscience of our nation’s health system. Surgeon 
Generals have advanced public awareness of the dangers of smoking, unprotected sex and teen 
pregnancy. No simple issues with forgone conclusions. Today, with health system changes 
abroad, the need for the public conscience has never been greater, and the need for public health 

to support this articulation never more imperative.

Dr. Foster’s life experience in both urban and rural settings equip him well to understand the 
diversity of our nation. Moreover, his clinical, academic and administrative responsibilities have 
prepared him well to ensure that our nation’s response to the issues, particularly, of teen 
pregnancy and primary care, are appropriate, workable and effective.

As we see a renewed emphasis on state based planning and community delivery of human 
services, the state health officers and ASTHO recognize the need for a clear articulation of 
national interests, strategies and objectives. We behove that Dr. Foster can be a positive force in 

ensuring that this outcome is achieved.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
CHRISTOPHER G. ATCrtSON. director

Dear Secretary Shalala;

It has come to our attention that Dr. Henry W. Foster may become our nation’s next 
Surgeon General. On behalf of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, I would, 
like to indicate our support for this choice and offer any assistance we can in assuring Dr. Foster’ 

success.
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Dear Mr. President:

Sincerely,

ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOLS OF 

PUBLIC HEALTHThe Honorable William Clinton
President
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500

The Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH) is the only 
national organization representing the deans, faculty, and students of 
this nation's 27 accredited schools of public health in the United States 
and Puerto Rico. These schools have a combined facultyof over 2,000 
and educate more than 13,000 students annually from every state in the 
U.S. and most countries throughout the world. The 27 schools graduate 
approximately 4,000 public health professionals each year.

ASPH's principal purpose is to improve the public's health by 
advancing professional and graduate education, research and service in 
public health.

Harvey V. Fineberg, M.D, Ph.D. 
President 1015 FIFTEENTH ST., N.W. 

SUITE 404
Washington, d.c. 20005 

(202) 842-4668
FAX (202) 289-8274

On behalf of the deans of the 27 graduate schools of public health 
in the nation, I wish to go on record in support of Dr. Henry Foster as 
U.S. Surgeon General. Dr. Foster is well known and respected by the 
academic public health community for his work with the underserved and 
for his keen understanding the role prevention plays in reducing 
morbidity and delaying mortality. He is a recognized leader in the health 
professions education field and will, no doubt, contribute greatly to 
fulfilling the administration's primary care and public health workforce 
goals.

Aba Ranfidd, M.D. 
b*. SctooirfM&HaM 
Coteba Uarway___________
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COT Liaison Caunimee
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Mac Bosley. MD.
han. Sdooi of Fubbc Heakh
Uni»eniiy of Texas 
HeiBh Saeno Ceaera Homos 
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Qsunaao

Hamsos C. Sparer. M.D.. M.P.H. 

Dan. School of Public Ho» Md 
Tropical Mcdxme 
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The Charlotte Observer: "Foster Treatment Angers Charlotte Woman" [2/14/95]

The words people in Nashville use to describe him are remarkably similar: unassuming, 
focused, compassionate, a consensus builder, a fine physician. They talk about his ready 
smile, his ability to put people at ease, his talent for making a point with being 
confrontational.

The yardstick many people in Nashville use [to judge Dr. Foster] is the man they know, a 
longtime resident, a distinguished physician and a family man who attends the First 
Baptist Church, Capitol Hill. He is active in the community, but not in pohtics, flies an 
airplane-and he delivers babies.

Jeannette Hight was 3-1/2 months pregnant when she began bleeding in the middle of the 
night. Frantic, she called her obstetrician at home. "He met us in the hospital in his 
bedroom slippers," Hight recalls. With her doctor's careful help, Hight averted a 
miscarriage. That was more than 25 years ago. The boy who was born that December 1969 
is now grown and married. The place was Tuskegee, Ala. And the doctor was Henry 
Foster, President Clinton's nominee for surgeon general.

Hight, 57, who has lived in Charlotte for 19 years, wants the nation to know that the man 
who saved the life of her only child is no 'abortion doctor.' She remembers Foster as a 
compassionate man committed to ushering in new life. "What I've heard is a one-sided 
story," says Hight, director of Charlotte's Plaza Presbyterian Church day care center. "I 
haven't heard anything about all the lives that come into this world because of him. He is a 
man of great integrity."

Years later, at J.A. Andrew Memorial Hospital in Tuskegee, Ala., Foster taught Roaf 
[Sterling Roaf, a Pine Bluff gynecologist] that every patient deserves to be treated "like 
your wife or your mother or your grandmother." Following the lesson drilled into him from 
childhood -- if you do well, you give something back - Foster went to Tuskegee to offer 
obstetrical services in an area of rural poverty. .. In Tuskegee, that sometimes meant 
delivering three babies a day, caring for hundreds of patients who often could not pay.

U.S. News and World Report: "The Measure of a Man — In All the Controversy, the 

Real Dr. Henry Foster Has Been Lost" [3/6/95]

. ... 
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Los Angeles Times: "Tuskegee Still Holds Dr. Foster in Its Heart" [2/19/95]

In her own way, Joyce German credits Foster with saving her child as well. She was 20, a 
student at Tuskegee, unmarried and pregnant with her second child. She knew Foster 
from services at the Missionary Baptist Church here. One day she knocked on his door at 
the hospital. "I didn't want to have another child," she said. "I asked for an abortion, but 
he refused. He said this child was a blessing to me. He said to have the child and it would 
turn out all right. Today I have a beautiful daughter who went on to become the 
valedictorian at her high school."

Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. saved the life of the mayor's infant son. He talked a scared and 
confused Joyce German out of an abortion. He ran a network of prenatal clinics that 
persuaded young, poor women to abandon their midwives. And he delivered babies. "Oh, 
the babies," recalled his nurse, Thelma Walker-Brown. "Lots of babies. Babies, babies, 
babies." He is remembered in Tuskegee as the town "baby doctor". ..

Sterling Roaf, a medical student from Foster's home town, went to work with Foster at 
Tuskegee. He recaUs asking the older doctor why he had chosen this place, this job with 
impossible demands. Foster told him: "This is how you prove how good you are. When 
everything is against you." Then, Roaf says, Foster offered him a chaUenge: "let's see if we 
can bring some positive people into the world."

"He was the only ob-gyn that was seeing black mammas and babies," says [Thelma] Walker- 
Brown [Dr. Foster's nurse from Tuskegee, Alabama], And there were thousands of them, 
many of them penniless country women. The doctor put together a team of nurses, social 
workers and other specialists and they went out to where the patients were, setting up 
rural clinics. And back at the hospital, they delivered babies. Hundreds. Thousands of 
babies. "Mothers came from all over to Tuskegee if there were complications... There was 
every kind of complication you could think of," says Walker-Brown. ..

DR. HENRY W. FOSTER: Personal Stories

Page 2

St. Paul Pioneer Express: "Surgeon General Nominee Not About To Give Up Now: 

From Alabama to Tennessee, Foster's Skills Have Survived The Tests of Time" 
[3/28/95]

He was just out of medical school when he came to Tuskegee. Young, ambitious, trained in 
modern medicine. Among the poor, the uneducated and the sick living on the red clay soil 
of east-central Alabama, among the women who didn't know or couldn't afford to call a 
doctor, Foster was the best they had.



USA Today: "Teen-Agers Have a Future Thanks to Foster Program" [2/9/95]

Terrell Carter, 18, credits the program for teaching him that fathering a child is "nothing to 
be proud of." He now has "more respect for girls. They're not just sex objects." 

"It [IHAFJ turns young people's lives around," says Louis Sullivan, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services under Bush. It's "the kind of program that the country needs."

Amelia Turner, 18, is a five-year veteran of I Have A Future, an after-school program that 
teaches teenagers to delay sex and childbearing, allowing them to build careers and lives. 
Ms. Turner, the child of a single parent, plans to attend college this fall. She said Dr. 
Foster's program saved her and hundreds of young women like her. Nakeeta Hunter, 16, 
went from "not caring about my grades to being on the honor roll." Now she plans to go to 
college.

For most of his career, Foster has dedicated himself to helping the less fortunate, working 
mainly at John Andrew Memorial Hospital in Tuskegee, Ala., and Nashville's Meharry 
Medical College -- and piloting his own Cessna, a passion, to see patients at both medical 
centers. In 1987, Foster developed his highly praised I Have a Future initiative, which has 
taught hundreds of Nashville's disadvantaged teens the value of sexual abstinence and 
education. That work was recognized by George Bush in 1991 as one of his "Thousand 
Points of Light."

New York Times: "Nominee's School Program Offers Alternatives to Teens" 
[2/11/95]

PEOPLE Magazine: "Hanging Tough-Surgeon General Nominee Henry Foster 

Fights Back" [3/13/95]

Jason Gordon, an 18-year-old whose mother died last year, lives with a sister. He has had 
every chance to fail, but seven years in the program kept him working, thinking, planning 
Now, every morning, he walks several blocks from his project to Fisk University, where he 
is studying business. "He's a role model for others," Dr. Greene [IHAF Program Director] 
said. Mr. Gordon said: "I would never have gone to college. I needed something to be a part 
of." The program taught him one thing most of all, he said. "I know I'm not ready to have a 
child."

DR. HENRY W. FOSTER: Personal Stories

Page 3

At 17, Tonya Rutledge sees two futures: what might have been and what instead will be. 
Her 16-year-old sister cares for a new baby, whose father was killed before the child was 
born. She struggles along on welfare, often missing school. Tonya will graduate this spring 
and attend college in the fall. ...Teens like Tonya are testimony to the work of Henry 
Foster, the doctor President Clinton has tapped as his next surgeon general. Foster's teen 
pregnancy prevention program, called I Have A Future, has helped keep her going in the 
right direction.



The Tennessean: "Teens Say Foster's Vision Brightens Future" [2/5/95]

Medical education is renowned for its rigor, not compassion. But Foster made it a central 
tenet of his teaching, according to Johnny Jones, a Fayetteville, N.C., obstetrician who 
studied under Foster in the 1970s. If a resident was curt with a patient or nurse, "He 
[Foster] would forcefully set you straight" on the spot, Jones recalled, and might follow up 
with a closed-door conference. "It wasn't a habit they [residents] would continually repeat," 
Jones added.

"I [joined] because everyone else was doing it," Tonika, a high school senior, said smiling 
recalling her motives for becoming a "Future" kid in the sixth grade. These days, others 
want to be like her. Through the program, she's become well-traveled, with trips to 
Atlanta, Washington, Gatlinburg, Cincinnati, New Orleans and Florida. Some were 
rewards; others were to visit colleges she may choose to attend. Tonika is the leader now, 
student body president at Pearl Cohn High School and top dog in IHAF's entrepreneurship 
program that teaches business ownership.

Washington Post: "In Nashville, A Portrait of Compassion—Critics Missing Total 

Picture" [2/12/95]

Linda Williams, Foster's assistant from 1973 until 1990, said that Foster would scrutinize 
the weekly stack of patient surveys, looking for complaints about his staff, and follow up 
personally. "It was very important that the patients were treated with dignity," Williams 
said.

DR. HENRY W. FOSTER: Personal Stories

Page 4

Based in the housing projects it serves, the program preaches sexual abstinence and a 
strong anti-drug message, and stresses such values as cooperation, personal responsibility 
and self-esteem.

By most accounts, Foster's most important contribution at Meharry was the creation of the 
"I Have a Future" program. By the 1980s, Foster had decided that treating people for 
illness was not enough, that the problems of the poor were woven together too tightly to fix 
one piece at a time. So in 1987, he visited Nashville's tough housing projects, dining with 
residents and asking them what kind of social program they thought they needed for their 
children. Again and again he heard the same story: Just as much as good health, the kids 
of the projects needed hope, a commodity in short supply in the drug-ridden, violent 
neighborhoods.



USA Today: "The Nominee, In His Own Words" [3/28/95]

Students in class: "Abstinence."

Joe Jenkins: "Abstinence. Once again, always understand, no matter what you hear 
from everybody else, there are more people not having sex than there are 
having sex."

Joanne Silberner: "Twenty-five teens are sitting, boy-girl-boy-girl, in a classroom in a
Nashville high school. It's an after school program Foster started eight 
years ago for teenagers from two city housing projects. Every day Joe 
Jenkins starts the class the same way."

Joe Jenkins: "OK. Everybody understand this a teen pregnant prevention program?
(IHAF Teacher) Everybody understand the best way to prevent pregnancy is-"

DR. HENRY W. FOSTER: Personal Stories

Page 5

National Public Radio, All Things Considered: "Dr. Foster's Work in Nashville 

Praised" [2/1795]

President Clinton's Surgeon General nominee, an obstetrician and gynecologist, wears a 
pink metal lapel pin in the shape of a ribbon, a symbol of breast cancer awareness. He 
warns visitors that lung cancer is now the No. 1 killer of American women. On Why He 
Wants The Job: "It [the surgeon general's position] gives me a platform to multiply what I 
can do for mothers and babies and particularly adolescent health care, since the President 
has stated that teen pregnancy is one of our nation's major health problems. It's epidemic." 

■ i
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CRITICS OF FOSTER AREN’T EASING UP/PAGE 2A
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cal reputation. But soon after they 
announced his nomination Feb. 2,
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"A nomination like this should
'or her regular checkup, be above politics," she says. “1 
examined her, he said, hope Dr. Foster will stick with it. 1

out of your appointment He was Ing- "Call Charlie," Foster told her. 
reassuring. And very calm.” “You're not going home.”

excited we had a child." Hight

fighting teenage pregnancy. He 
founded a national program — “I

feel like it's the right thing 
she says. “I don’t care. I

=

am. Yes. I see a shadow, but it’s not 
my shadow."

Jeannette Hight agrees.

in labor?"
Her husband was home work-

Treatment of surgeon general 
nominee angers Charlottean

Continued from page 1C
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anti-abortion activists attacked 
Foster because he had performed 
abortions. Clinton promises to 
stand by his nominee despite 
growing opposition.

Foster has defended a woman's 
right to an abortion and stressed 
that most of the abortions he 
performed were in cases of rape, 
incest or medical necessity.

Hight hadn’t thought about Fos­
ter in years until she saw his picture 
in the paper 10 days ago. “1 was 
just so excited for him,” she says.
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something for Dr. Foster.” versity that his nomination fell on

Hight cared for Foster’s children Groundhog Day and that he feels
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school program. Her husband de- "Ever since Feb. 2 ... the de­
signed Foster's house In Tuskegee.

were going to have a child, they
asked Foster to be their doctor.

It was a difficult pregnancy. At 
six months. Hight went into early 
labor and Foster ordered bed rest.
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Hight isn’t a Clinton supporter 
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supports Roe vs. Wade and a
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Speaking out The nominee addresses students in Washings

witch-hunt mentality of past weeks have 
been startling, even in Washington. 
There is plenty of blame to go around:
■ The Clinton administration. The White 
House appeared totally unprepared for 
the possibility that an obstetrician-gyne­
cologist might be asked tough questions 
about abortions, or might even, in the 
course of a long career, have performed 
some. Caught by surprise, the adminis­
tration left its nominee dangling peril­
ously, then was slow to back him up.
■ The opposition. Antiabortion groups, 
armed with computers and fax machines, 
fed 20-year-old documents to the press 
and to lawmakers eager to tag Foster 
with hot-button words such as “abortion- I

manity in it anymore.”
Foster may or may not 

ever become surgeon gener­
al; if the abortion issue fails 
to derail his nomination 
some new controversy may 
arise. But among people 
who know him, among 
blacks and whites, in small 
towns and large cities, the vi­
ciousness of the past month, the sense 
that an honorable man has been treated 
dishonorably, has already added to the 
growing disgust with the political system 
and the national press.

“You’ve got to watch what you say in 
Washington these days, I guess,” says 
Wayne Summerall, a retired postal work­
er in Pine Bluff, Ark., where Foster grew 
up. “By the time they get through with 
him, he’ll look like Satan incarnate-I 
guess anybody would.” Says Nelson An­
drews, a Nashville businessman and Fos­
ter friend: “It’s one more chink that de­
stroys your faith in the armor.”

Washington politics has never been 
polite. But the bungling, distonion and 
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ist and “sterilization.” Last 
week, anti-abortion activists 
generated accusations that 
Foster approved of the no­
torious Tuskegee experi­
ments. in which Public 
Health Service researchers 
infected black men with 
syphilis in the 1930s. then left 
them untreated. They of­
fered no evidence that Foster 
knew about, much less ap­
proved of, the experiments. 
But the charge found its way 
onto the network news, leav­
ing Foster once again guilty 
until proved innocent.
■ The media. Anxious not to 
be beaten on a breaking sto­
ry, news organizations publi­
cized statements attributed 
to Foster, sometimes without 
putting them in context or 
determining their relevance; 
they worked harder to chase 
rumors and dig up tidbits 
that might make news than 
they did to assemble a com­
plete, fair and accurate por­
trait of the man and his work. 
U.S. News shares the blame.
■ The nominee. Foster him­
self seemed dazed by his 
sudden bath in the lime­
light. Asked how m’any 
abortions he had per­
formed, he offered a num­
ber from memory, then re­
vised it after consulting 
hospital records—a moment

of uncertainty opponents instantly 
turned into a “credibility” issue.

Lost in this process was any real pic- 
tuI^e of who Foster is or how well his 
abilities fit the job description of surgeon 
general. The public has been left to pick 
its way through a thicket of innuendos, 
accusations and selective evidence — 
Foster performed questionable hysterec­
tomies on retarded women; he supports 
groups that promote masturbation and 
pornography-with no yardstick by 
which to judge them.

The yardstick many people in Nash­
ville use is the man they know, a longtime 
resident, a distinguished physician and a 
family man who attends the First Baptist

U.S.News i world Report, march 6.1995

The measure of a man
In all the controversy, the real Dr. Henry Foster has been lost

von Williams III is a
commercial banker.
a Presbvterian. a con­

servative Republican who
passionately opposes abor­
tion. Yet when it comes to
Henry Foster Jr., President
Clinton s embattled nomi­
nee for surgeon general, Wil­
liams is hard pressed to find a 
word strong enough to cap­
ture his outrage. He knows
Foster as a family friend, as
the obstetrician who deliv­
ered his daughter Caroline,
as the jovial man who, when
Williams was growing up in
Nashville, offered to take
him for airplane rides. Wil­
liams cannot recognize the
man he knows in the two-
sentence newspaper quotes,
the 30-second television
spots and the shouts of 
“liar,” “ghoul” and “abor­
tionist.” “I’m disgusted by 
the way Hank Foster’s being 
treated,” he says. “Nobody is 



At work. Checking on a newborn, 1986
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By Erica Goode in Nashville and

Pine Bluff with Katia H etter 
and Betsy Wagner

*

Those who know him best say he 
tries to save every baby he can.

i

zied that his fate may hang on how 
many abortions he has performed.

■■■>

Pine Bluff. 40 miles from Little Rock, 
resembles other small towns squeezed 
by 1990s realities: Drugs and guns have 
become familiar problems. But Foster 
grew up in a different world. “Getting 
in trouble in those days meant talking 
in class or chewing gum,” says Law­
rence Davis, chancellor of the Universi­
ty of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, who was a

few years behind Foster in high school.
Like many parents then, Foster s fa­

ther was a strict disciplinarian. He was 
also a positive thinker who taught his 
children to work hard, go to church and 
get an education. Education could take 
you out of Pine Bluff, away from the 
cotton fields where a 16-hour day yielded 
$2 in pay, beyond life as a black person in 
the segregated-South. where you rode in 
the back of the bus, sat in the balcony at 
the movie theater and waited in line be­
hind whites at the department store. 
Henry Foster Sr. was a respected man in 
town, the football coach who led Merrill 
High to two national championships-a 
feat still talked about in town.

1

I o -

-

something back-Foster went to 
Tuskegee to offer obstetrical serv­
ices in an area of rural poverty.

In Tuskegee, that sometimes 
meant delivering three babies a 
day, caring for hundreds of pa­
tients who often could not pay. 
Joyce Carter German was a col­
lege junior, married and pregnant 
for the second time. She wanted 
an abortion. Foster refused. “This 
is not the right choice,” he told 
her. The baby “is a blessing to 
you.” German is now a medical 
technician; her daughter is in 
graduate school. She is glad Fos­

ter said no, and like others, she is puz-

Those who know him say Foster 
saves every baby he can. He is. in fact, 
the kind of man many who oppose his 
nomination might want their children 
to become. Says a Pine Bluff doctor: 
“Everybody’s so concerned with sym­
bols that they miss the nucleus of the 
evaluation: What is the measure of this 
man?” If the frenzy dies down, the na­
tion may yet learn the answer. ■

■
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Foster did well at Corbin Hieh School 
on the University of Arkansa's at Pine 
Bluff campus, where students benefited 
from small classes, individual attention 
and the examples of black doctors, law­
yers and professors. Says Dr. Emorv Ma- 
zique, a Houston internist and Foster’s 
best friend in high school: “We never 
questioned that we would go to college, 

only where we would go."
Foster followed in his father s 

footsteps, graduating from Atlan­
ta's Morehouse College in 1954 and 
later from the Universitv of Arkan­
sas at Little Rock medical school. 
His choice of a career, Foster’s 
friends say, may have been influ­
enced by his childhood physician,
Cleon Flowers, then one of Pine 
Bluffs few black doctors. But soon 
Foster was a role model himself. 
Sterling Roaf, a Pine Bluff gynecol­
ogist, remembers watching Foster 
lug his books to the bus stop. “We 
saw he could do it and that meant 
we could do it, too,” says Roaf.

Years later, at J. A. Andrew Me­
morial Hospital in Tuskegee, Ala., 
Foster taught Roaf that every pa­
tient deserves to be treated “like 
your wife or your mother or your 
grandmother.” Following the les­
son drilled into him from child­
hood—if you do well, you give

Church. Capitol Hill. He is active in the 
community, but not in politics, flies an 
airplane-and he delivers babies.

The words people in Nashville use to 
describe him are remarkably similar: un­
assuming, focused, compassionate, a 
consensus builder, a fine physician. They 
talk about his ready smile, his ability to 
put people at ease, his talent for making a 
point without being confrontation­
al. Says businessman Andrews: 
“He’s not off in the wild blue yon­
der. ... He doesn’t get distracted 
by things that are so idealistic they 
might not happen.”

Foster’s legacy to Nashville is the 
now famous “1 Have a Future” pro­
gram designed to help teenagers 
learn skills needed to start a busi­
ness or get an education, and to 
point out the consequences of teen­
age pregnancy. But he is also re­
membered for his role in forging a 
merger between Meharry Medical 
College, where he was dean and 
later acting president, and Nash­
ville General Hospital. The negoti­
ations, say participants, were racial­
ly charged. It was often Foster’s 
humor that defused tense meet­
ings. “He is a great mediator... the 
kind of person who sees beyond 
race to broader issues,” says Dr. 
David Satcher, former Meharry 
president, now director of the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and Pre­
vention in Atlanta.

Foster has his faults. Associates 
say he sometimes tries to do too 
much too fast, and his reviews as a 
Meharry administrator are mixed. 
But even some who oppose his 
nomination are loath to attack 
him personally. “The issue is not 
whether he is a good doctor or a 
good administrator or even a fine 
individual,” says William Baum­
gartner Jr., president of the Chris­
tian Action Council of Middle 
Tennessee. “The issue is that the 
man is in favor of murdering children.”

In Pine Bluff, many people find this a 
strange characterization. Relatives and 
family friends remember him as a plump, 
friendly, gifted little boy they affection­
ately called “brother,” a kid who always 
had work to do before he could go out in 
the evenings. Even as a small boy, says 
his 92-year-old aunt, Mary Foster 
Cheatham, Foster had big plans: At 3, he 
pointed to an airplane in the sky and 
said, “Auntie, see that thing up in the 
air? I’m going to fly one of those some­
day.” He kept his word, filling his room 
in the neatly kept white, wood-frame 
house on Ohio Street with model air­
planes, and at 19, he took flying lessons.

U.S.News & world Report. March e. 1995
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•"IJese were people who were dispossessed,” he said. He 
soughtjo educate them, w give them power over their lives.
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in 1965 and took charge of obstetrics and 
gynecology.

“Bright and smart. He looked like he 
was about 16." recalls Thelma Walker- 
Brown, a nurse, sitting in her rural home

we were going to college,” says Ma^ue. 
“Our problem was which college were we 
going to."

Footer went to Morehouse Collese and 
to the University of Arkansas, where he 
was the only African-American in his

Foeter went to Morehouse College and

was w  
medical school class.

After a stint as a medical officer in the 
Air Force, he went to Alabama.

▼ CONTINUED ■"ROM 1A

He’s tried to teach hundreds of younger 
doctors to take the same approach.

As surgeon general, he says, he would 
continue to seek out the neglected. He 
would give O special emphasia wom­
en's health, which he says has been ig­
nored. And he would rnntinue his cru­
sades against infant mortality and teen 

pregnancy.
roster, bi. sits tn a cramped office in 

the Old Executive Office Building for a 
rare interview, a break between courtesy 
calls to members of Congress. His face is 
round and smooth, chestnut colored, and 
he wears small, square spectacles. He 
wears a pinstriped suit with a pink breast 
cancer prevention ribbon on his lapel.

He speaks in talking points and statis­
tics, drawn from d«ep experience but 
washed of emotion. These days there is a 
sense of self-protection and some indig­
nation about having to defend his life.

He recalls how he was raised in a 
home with a copy of the Constitution on 
the wall.

His father would point to the document 
and say, “Your freedom is here." Then 
he’d point to his brow and say ‘The key 
to unlock it is hero."

But what is freedom, Foster wonders, 
without health?

Commitment to the poor
Fosta- was bora during the Great De­

pression in Pin* Bluff, Ark., where life 
centered on the river and the cotton 
fields and a black college. Both his par- 
ents were teachers.

“We lived a sheltered life,” recalls 
Emory Marique. a lifelong friend, now 
also a doctor. “We never considered IF

r.M
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never sto]
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and the .Selma March and the paesagc of 
the Vol --------- ■ ’ “
were not  ,
Women and their babies were dying.

“He was the only ob-gyn aat was see­
ing black mammas and babies,” says 
Walker-Brown.

Surgeon general nominee 
not about to give up now
■ From Alabama to Tennessee, Foster's 

skills have survived the tests of time

MARY OTTO Washington bureau

 
Dr. Henry r oster Jr. has long, tapered !------------- wa^miwfom

very fine hands that have drawn thou- OUTLOOK 
“We have shown 
them new values. 
...Thistsa 
great world and 

iy i they need to mk
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be a huge battle over the moral issues his i 
career in medicine has corJiunteO. • —•’••tor

Over his 37 years as a doctor, he’s been a healer to people 
Without bus fare, or oven roads. Half the battle baa been just 
reaching them, not just getting to their rural shacks and urban

Foster arrived at the Tuskegee Insti­
tute's John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital

Henry r oster Jr. has long, tapered,

sands of babies into this wurld.
He wants to be judged in this context 

His conservative critics have other
He is determined to be the next surgeon
general; confirmation hearings begin May > tney n««d to tec 
2. He may be. but first there is certain yj I 
be a huge battle over the moral issues his i 
career in medicine has confronted • —•’••tev

c ■ ■ --

Without bus fare, or even ™dT£if theVttic^ b^j£t

ghettos,"but reach^  ̂ -------------------------

one evening a few miles from the cam­
pus. Foster got to work, she says, and 

year of the Bloody Sunday
the ps „ „ 

•ting Rights Act. Black women 
Dt allowed in white hospitals then.
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-meeu ot Mack thought, in 1973 and taek- 
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make available other avenues of ej

society, seeking the
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ays has fongiit
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- — mcac yvung pecpie not oe in a 
posiuou where they have to subject 
themseives to this ’’

age teen pregnancy. It’s hard to convince 
the kids at Prestoa Taylor Homes that
there are roads nut of here. Most families

ents,’’ said Beverly LaHaye, president of 
Concerned Women for Amcriw, an anti-
abortion group.

member of the Plaxwed Parenthood Fed-
M k. “ ■ .. — ——

a Future program makes contraceptives 

stinence, he has drawn further fury.”
“His past wuik in supporting abortion- 

on-demand. flawed sei education pro- 
grams and school-based birth control 
clinics should worry all American par-

Then, Roaf says, Foster offered him a 
challenge: “Let’s see if we can bring 
some positive people into the world."

Battling teen-pregnancy
On another soft evening, this one in 

Nashville, a pale moon is rising over 
drab blocks of public housing.

"Reality b what works,” says Joe Jen­
kins, a case manager for I Have a Fu­
ture, which Foster established to discour- 

-
wywhere. Its hard to believe that there 
are routes to love besides sex, things to 
create besides babies.

~ “Ih’a giving them the facts," says Jen- 
tans. And a sense of pride, Foster says.

“* to Nashville’s Mcharry Medi­
cal College, like Tuskegee a century-old

Tie has brought many people into the 
world, and prepared a great future for 
IB, says Charmaine Harris. 18. She, like 
the others, has watched Foster’s travails 
in Washington with dismay. But she be­
lieves he will prevail.

She whispers, “The truth will set you 
free.” .

Conservative resistance
When Foster was tapped for the job of 

surgeon general early in February. Presi­
dent Clinton hailed him as the man who 
could lead a national campaign to fight 
teen-age pregnancy.

But conservatives have lashed out at 
him almost ceaselessly since then, in­
censed because he has conceded perform­
ing 39 abortions and has headed testing 
on a suppository used to terminate preg­
nancies.

Since he has been a longtime board 
member of the Plsuwed Parenthood Fed­
eration of America and since the I Have

live on $ 10.ddo or less. Most "peoplTare available io teen-ageisnot 'practicing a£

jobless. Young men hang out on the cor- 
ner of ’-he known world, 40th and Clifton.

“Basically this community says, ‘You 
are supposed to fail.’ ” says Jenkins. Cirl- 
mothers sit on doorsteps’ Babies are ev-

hOW good you are. When everything is 
against ynn ”

And there were thousands of them, 
many of them penniless country women.’ 

The doctor put together a team of 
nurses, social workers and other special­
ists and they went out to where the pa­
tients were, setting up rural cliidcs.

In the dry language of clinical papers, 
Foster described the primitive condi­
tions, the deprivation, the sense of fatal­
ism he found.

He understood the urge to give birth, in 
the midst of grinding poverty

‘ Every human being has the need to 
feel creative.” he wrote. “It is a drive not 
easily relinquished The challenge k to 
makfi available other avenues of expies- 
sion for this creative need.”

The team's approach to coping with 
high-risk pregnancies gained national at­
tention. Poster, working with the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, helped repli­
cate the methods on a national scale. 

And back at the hospital, they deliv­
ered babies. Hundreds. Thousands of ba­
thes.

"Mothers came from all over to Tuske­
gee if there were complications. 
... There was every kind of complication 
you could think of,” says Walker-Brown.

Infections and abdominal pregnancies 
and ruptured wombs and seizures. Some 
of the wuuico had never seen a doctor 
before.

Sterling Roaf, a medical student from 
Foster’s home town, went to work with 
Foster at Tuskegee. He recalls asking the 
older doctor why he had chosen this 

Foster says he hates abortion And has 
spent his career trying to make it unnec­
essary.

spent his career trying to make it unnec­

essary.
But the questions mat make him angri­

est have to do with the notorious Tuske­
gee experiment.

During the 40-year experiment, begun 
ui 1932, more than 400 Mack men were 
denied treatment for syphilis by federal 
scientists.

The Family Research Council claims 
that m 1969, Foster may have attended a 

meeting where government officials dk- 
closed the nature of the expenmen: to 
the local medical society, seeking ths 
doctors' compliance for continuing the 
secret study. 5

The aLegaiiua has been resoundingly 
rejected by the White House and by Fos- 

knew of 1,12 9tudy until
19 >2, when it was revealed and outrage 
brought it to a halt, 6

“Why would I have turned my back on 
the very people I had come to serve’” 
asked Faster.

“How dare these groups accuse me’ I 
was serving the people of Tuskegee. 
What were they doing? Who were they 
helping?” J

Ready for a fight
When his day before the Senate comes. 

Foster swears he will fight like he al­
ways has fought.

‘Our president, I think correctly, has

P«gnancy is an epidemic. The 
Lnited States teen pregnancy rate is 
more than double that of the next closest 
wesitam nation.” he says.

“We have over a million pregnancies a 

year among our teen-agers Over 400,000 
of them get abortions. What I want to do 
is to have these young people not be in a

was. in seme ways, just as isolated and 
desperate as the poor rural women of 
Alabama: the teen-agers of the inner city.

For the Robert Wood Johmon Founda­
tion, he headed an effort to expand health 
services to poor young people at risk 
from violence and disease and tram doc­
tors and nurses to care for them. The 
Pegram reached 300,000 young people in 
lo Cltl€S.

Working with Nashville community 

t Foster developed
Jie I Have A Future program to provide 
poor teens with tutoring, sports and field 
trips, and training in job preparedness 
a^etiqueLtw, family life ana computer

“You haw- to have a tremendous heart 
to care about some kids who come from
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.FOSTER: ‘Baby Doctor’
u a candidate for surgeon general.

But they seem remote to those 
who remember how he labored to 
open the rural poor to the advan­
tages of preventive medicine. How. 
through his satellite clinics and 
other outreach programs, Alabama 

women learned to take better care 
of themselves and their unborn 

children.
When Foster was back in Tus­

kegee last year to address a confer­
ence on rural health care, he re­
flected on the work he and his staff 
had done.

"I spent nine years of my life here 
in this most unique community," he 
said. "We were ahead of our time."

The native of Pine Bluff. Ark., 
who served in the Air Force as a 
medical officer, came here in 1964 
as the lone obstetrician-gynecolo­
gist at the John A. Andrew Memo­
rial Hospital—a 180-bed, three- 
story brick facility on the campus 
of the famed Tuskegee University.

He was an African American 
doctor serving a black population. 
Tuskegee was about 87% black, as 
it remains today, and so were the 
vast majority of cottonseed farmers 
and loggers in the surrounding

Please aee FOSTER, Al 5

By RICHARD A. SERRANO 
TIMES STAFF WIITER

any meaning. Since Foster first 
acknowledged doing a small nftm- 

ber of abortions, and later revised 
his estimate to 39, his chances of 

winning Senate confirmation next 
month have been in grave doubt.

Opponents do not argue that 
Foster did nothing good; those for 
whom abortion is an issue of un- 
compromisable morality believe 
that he was part of one thing so bad 
that nothing else matters. And 
some contend that the Clinton 

White House's bungling—particu­
larly its failure to give an accurate, 
forthright account of Foster's re­
cord at the outset—has conumi- 
nated the nomination process be­

yond repair.
Those arguments may be the 

ones that determine Foster's fate

• CaDtinued from Al 
las the town "baby doctor” who, 

J before Roe vs. Wade, performed 

abortions only in the rarest emer­
gency of having to save a mother’s 
life. As former colleague Dr. 

Thomas Calhoun said, he was not 
“an abortionist who works in an 
abortion clinic and all he does is 

abortions.. . .”

T n the politics of this issue today. 
I such distinctions tend to lose

JAMIBSTURTEV ANT / FW The Tuna

TUSKEGEE. Ala -Dr Henry , 
W. Foster Jr. saved the life of the J 

mayor's infant son. He talked a ; 
scared and confused Joyce German < 
out of an abortion. He ran a 'J 

network of prenatal clinics that ) 

persuaded young, poor women to ;1 
abandon their midwives. And he 

delivered babies.

"Oh. the babies," recalled his 
nurse. Thelma Walker-Brown 

“Lots of babies. Babies, babies, 
babies."

He was just out of medical school * 

when he came to Tuskegee Young, 
ambitious, trained in modem medi­
cine. Among the poor, the unedu­
cated and the sick living on the red 
clay soil of east-central Alabama, 
among the women who didn't know 
or couldn’t afford to call a doctor. 
Foster was the best they had

This was Alabama in the 1960s. a 

time and a place unlike the world 
today, long before the President of 
the United Stales would summon 

FdSter to become the nation's sur­
geon general.

So great is the contrast between 

the political maelstrom of Washing­
ton and this community—and what 
Foster meant to it—that people in 
Tuskegee find it hard to grasp how 
the life of the "Dr. Hank" they grew 

to respect could be reduced to a 
question of how many abortions he 
may have performed in three dec­
ades of medical pracuce

Indeed, the portrait of the young 

doctor that emerges in the recol­
lections of old colleagues and oth­
ers here serves as a sharp example 
of just how tortured the nauon's 

struggle over aboruon has become 
He is remembered in Tuskegee

Please see FOSTER. A14

i
iNominee’s uncle and aunt, William and Sadie Hill of Tuskegee, Ala. 
I

Tuskegee Still 
Holds Dr. Foster
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*pir premature babies. I mean, 
fiey'd put those babies- in boxes

“There has been

teres."

But he argued that acceptance of

in Tuskegee, and bnng it in line

Sjiite-and-blue sign proclaiming:
Welcome to Tuskegee, Pride of

saved his son’s life.
^Before he became mayor, Ford I

,'mort counties. Foster expanded
^Mitchell's program of women’s ,

nrf<

Si

••me.

iSe Growing South."

XF'ord said he also feels deeply 
teriebted to Foster. The doctor

wr, JCL luaguine pui nim on me 
cover with his wife and son. Foster 
Bled to point to John Jr.’s picture 

<nd tell everyone: ’’Thai's my 
bey." Ford says to this day: "I owe 
fiy son’s life to Dr. Hank."

JTIn her own way. Joyce German 
Credits Foster with saving her 
'•'lid as well.

„>he was 20. a student at Tuske- 

^e, unmarried and pregnant with

become the valedictorian at her
high school."

But also while in Tuskegee, Fos­
ter did come under criticism for his
efforts to spread the use of birth 

control. At that time in the rural
South, many suspected that the 
white power structure was pushing when he was with the p^ple ’do’ 

birth control as a way to curb the here, he didn’t set himself up in

with modem life in the rest of the 

nation.
It was a delicate line for Foster, 

but one his colleagues said he 

balanced well.
“He was well-educated, but 

(___<-•— — own
here, he didn't set himself up in an 

ivory tower.” said Dr. Calvin R.

—Against this backdrop was the 
Eatter of race. The local hospital 

SJ-ved only whites, except for a 
few black emergency patients that 
Elook in and assigned to rooms 

HZrmally used as closets. So the 
Jjhn A. Andrew Hospital became a 
mecca for Alabama blacks. 
Zliunng Foster’s time here, Tus- 

KEgee. like much of the South, 
underwent a metamorphosis. 
EThere were civil rights demon- 

Orations on the Tuskegee Univer- 

SEy campus. A young black man 
named Sammy Young was shot to 
Saath by a white assailant at the 

ns* n bus depot in an incident that 
jgarked protest marches. Voter- 
••gistration gerrymandering that 
iEut blacks out of the polls was 

njertumed by the Supreme Court 
—Then the year before Foster left, 
Johnny Ford became the first 

OJick mayor of Tuskegee—an of- | 
free he still holds. In front of the 
Confederate statue that graced the 

EEwn square, he placed a red-

53th hot water bottles and bnng

H^m to us and ask us to save their an outcry by 
vanous groups that the intent of
family planning is black genocide.

Dowe, who worked with Foster at 
the John A. Andrew Hospital.

Added Dr. Calhoun: "With Hank, 

we got a whole new dimension."
So when people in Tuskegee 

remember the good that Foster 
tried to accomplish, it becomes all 
the more troubling when they see 
the furor over his selection as 

surgeon general.
His uncle. William B. Hill, a

 Jprked in New Orleans. His wife,
:<±ma\:n\he rorL‘'areks.’’FnenCU ' PreP?nt_wi,9’

;say he spent afternoons in his
•Chevrolet Corvair, driving out into
the countryside and teaching

.young women how to care for
vthamselves properly.
XTJie task was often daunting, his
^Uwgues say. Women would wait
the full nine months before they

called a doctor, if they called one at
all. For generations they had gone

to a network of midwives operating
UMaughout the region.
^TBter sometimes found himself

rerforming emergency surgery to
Jyair a crudely done abortion. Or
Gying to save women with ad-

XBnced eclampsia—a disorder that
jmy occur late in pregnancy—who
were rushed to his hospital in
Snvulsions or already in a coma.

J^Tt’s hard to even visualize
■ew." Walker-Brown said. "Worn-
5a didn’t have running water.

JJey didn't have indoor toilets.
JJey didn’t have any stable in-

•acne.
EThey were the poorest of the

QOor. Women who didn’t have
anything. Women who didn’t come
te- the hospital until the last min-
SZe.

“'And they were brought here

sometimes by lay midwives. They
would physically bnng them here.
□1 they’d bnng them here with

her second child She knew Foster
from services at the Missionary
Baptist Church here. One day she
knocked on his door at the hospital.

"I didn't want to have another  clloc]ae
child," she said. "I asked for an and that the ulUmate'Tffecr wdl 

abortion, but he refused. He said black genocide.” Foster said 
this child was a blessing to me. He speech while still in Tuske;

/Continued from All 
'Tuskegee National Forest east of 

; Montgomery, Ala.
• The median income when Foster 
: arrived here was less than $2,500 a 

. year. In the five-county rural area, 
; families went without electricity, 
telephones and. in some cases, 
running water. Without jobs or 
education, how could you tell them 
modern health care was more im- 

.portant?
Foster took over for Dr. Joseph 

Mitchell, whom townspeople re­
member as overworked and 

-stressed and who one day died of a 
heart attack.

“So Dr. Foster came in and he 

had all these pressures and he said 
-wanted to do it all,” Walker- 

^fbiYn said. "He said he was young 

yirtf tie could do it all."
His average caseload ran into the 

‘hundreds. He sometimes dehvered 
; three babies a day. In truth, the 
number of infants delivered under 
Foster’s care simply cannot be 

’counted.
Louis Rabb, administrator of the 

hospital before it closed in 1987, 
when too many charity cases 
drained its resources, remembered: 

I “It was a tremendous number of 
babies. Probably thousands of 

i them."

•T'aking in patients from Macon. 
. A Bullock, Russell. Lee and El-

ffeir first child, developed compli- 

Stions. They quickly relumed to 
Jjiskegee and Foster’s care. 
—"She was bedridden for a while 
Sfccause she was carrying the child 

pjv and if she stood up it would 
guse her to go into labor. It was a 
vary delicate situation," Ford said. 
E’lt turned out he had to deliver 

teje child early, and it took his skill 
{• know when to take the child at 

Bactly the right time." 
thaler, when Ford became may­

or, Jet magazine put him on the

90-year-old retired farm extension 

service agent, saw his nephew 
come to Tuskegee and move on, 
and said he cannot understand 
what people would want in a 

surgeon general if not someone like 
Foster. Nor can his wife, 92-year- 
old Sadie HiU.

"We were all real poor people 
when Hank was here," Sadie said. 
"We were just people who needed 

help. He helped us."

in a

igeesaid to have the child and it would 1  
turn out all right. Today I have a more birth control measure7wouid

beautiful daughter who went on to only enhance the black population
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By Andrea Stone 
USA TODAY

Teen-agers have a future, 
thanks to Foster program

J
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Urban Institute socWogM 
More than half are young Martha^Burt -kwg- the pro-
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Foster's admirers say the 
 project b a model of how he'd 

President Bush chose It as approach teen pregnancy as

NASHVILLE - At IT,
Tonya Rutledge sees two fu­
tures: what might have been
and whal Instead will be.

Her 1 fryear-old sister cares
for a new baby, whose father
was killed before the child was
bom. She struggles along on
welfare, often missing school

Tonya will graduate this
spring and attend college In the
fall. As her elaborate hairdo at­
tests, she Is on her way to a ca­
reer as a cosmetology. 

"The big dltference Is I
know how to listen." she says.

Teens like Tonya are testi­
mony to the work of Henry
Foster, the doctor President
□Inton has tapped as his next
surgeon general. Foster's teen
pregnancy prevention pro­
gram, called I Have A Future,
has helped keep her going In
the right direction. It was sup­
posed Io do the same tor the
Foster nomlnaUon, appealing 
to conservodves and liberals.

But that was before ques­
tions arose about Foster and
obortlon Now. I Have A Future referred to other programs, 
b being wielded like a sword "The whole Idea S forget 

by conservatives. ;
A takeoff on Martin Luther t.,, -------- ,------------------

King Jr.'s T Have a Dream." their Ilves.” says director Lor- 
the program was founded In ralne Williams Greene.
1988 to stress absUnence and e-
responsibility to adolescents

r___' _* “ ■
his dO-Uh Point of Light A let­
ter from him lauds staffers for
their "shining example."

t s'.KI
<■ >

best and in the next breath ureene says mue money d mai lamcm® o - ...nuke H clear toat birth-control available to document IHAF1 Ing to be proud of." He now has But I^ntHhlnJ me wants 
X L ««ectlvenessj>ut one 30- -more respect for girl..

able That approach has left a month survey ending In 1991 They're not Just sex objects. mers whose-daughter^rua 
bran of.offering and tragedy." showed "statistically slgnlfl- to^Jd^

sffiSFES SSSBZ: S&S2B “ r

age IS. In IW3. the adolescent Uon oBcera, honor roll stu- 
pregnancy rale here in David- dents nnd athletes. Urban Irbil

son County was 30 per 1.000. IZwr?e%\£e.r.:nyd.=

.... ....  “S*Run by Meharry Medical tracepUves. TheFandlylnsU- Uon. “™7n’*L "fTLlL? ££ b<£dU%of tamSS Bu‘ expensive: It staff
College, where Foster once lute, a conservaUve NKhriUe ^SJuMHAF JasScor members counsel teens, who
headed obstetrics and gynecol- group, says the 1HAF bro- wmI^ ^oune ou really Wimout ihat resoo^ often stay In the program for 
ogy, IHAF is based al two most- chures they have seen don't P£Nng absUnence. M “ d rauung $4M OOO
ly black public housing pro)- menUon absUnence and the msohrtrendoiw^ ‘̂u^rtty uShma^ come from private founda- 
ectson this city s north side. It program has an "sctlytst ap- i wo£m Sto lions and gifts from, among
offers luloring and counseling proach" to birth control. Jj,IS— X, Oushed to keep othera,actorBlllCosby.Asgov-
to 150 adolescents. In after- Gary Bauer, head of the coo- 1 »^ogram rouroeloraletro keeP Xnent funds for sila, pro­
school sessions, they learn job servatlve Family. Research •“«* ““* lr»“ *onh^1 T^j^ c^ter lg credits grams dry up. starting similar 
skills, self-esteem, self-control Council, says Foster s ap- ^.ust for tJchlS^lm program?will be tough. IHAF
and black history. proach "Is to say absUnence Is' But KSf has a long walling list

even set uo businesses best and In the next breath Greene says little moneyjs U>at fathering a chi d to noth nseirnreaw® wTeens even set up businesses best and In the. next breath 
to finance field trips to places i—‘.Ir" ‘ ." 
like Washington and New Or- pills and condoms are avail­
leans For most It's the first *■ *
time they've left Nashville.

They can get medical ex-
• mo > -------- *---- “pl •»—»— w—• — or—-----— - -
Xk^^ntt^- hoUiro^haT^ fe^"^V^  ̂ Wod of program that the
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David Sculinix- Nev York Times

Nominee’s School Program
Offers Alternatives to Teens

Continued on Page 8. Column 1

&

1

\

>

I

i.

r >

i

W1

• O

A. LX

'

©sliifr'’

University like Gregory Szlyk yesterday as attacks on his nomination were growing on Capitol Hill. Page 8. 
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NASHVILLE, Feb. 10 - Ideals 
that are not propped up with practi­
cal solutions do not stand much of a 
chance in the John Henry Hale hous­
ing project here. Young women who 
live in and around the neighborhood 

say morality alone has seldom saved 
anyone from the cycle of teen preg­

nancy.
Amelia Turner, 18, is a five-year 

veteran of 1 Have a Future, an after­
school program that teaches teen­
agers to delay sex and childbearing, 
allowing them to build careers and 
lives. The program, started in 1987 
by President Clinton’s nominee for 
Surgeon General, Dr Henry W. Fos­
ter Jr., combines job training, tutor­
ing. medical services and family 
planning.

Ms. Turner, the child of a single 

parent, plans to attend college this 
fall. She said Dr. Foster’s program 

saved her and hundreds of young 

women like her. She said it is mis­
guided for anti-abortion groups to 

oppose his nomination over how 
many abortions he performed

“No matter how many he did, he

More Heat on Nominee
The nominee for Surgeon General, Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr., right, spoke to students at Georgetown

By RICK BRAGG

Special io The New York Times

could have done many, many more," 
she said "They don't realize what 
goes on in the real world. People, 
wake up."

Ms. Turner, others in the program, 
and doctors who have worked with 
Dr. Foster through the years credit 
his program with using common 
sense and incentives, not just 
speeches about abstinence, to keep 
teen-agers from being held back by 
the weight of newborn children.

Dr. Lorraine Williams Greene, the 

project’s director, stressed that the 

program does not work with preg­
nant girls or offer abortion counsel­
ing Rather, she said, counselors 

teach the young people about absti­

nence. responsibility and self con­
trol. As a last resort, she said, teen­

agers who insist on having sex are 
sent to the program’s medical per­
sonnel, who dispense condoms or 
birth-control pills if deemed appro­
priate for their age She would not 
say what percentage of the teen-

5



Continued From Page 1

keep a job, or even sun their own

common sense and self-esteem, and 
(lowly, steadily — through informal 
classes almost every day after 
school — teaches them how a baby 
can forever limit their lives, and how 
to value their own lives.

Dr. Satcher explained how Dr. 
Foster and others envisioned the 
program. "They told me that teen­
age pregnancy is really not the prob­
lem." he said. “It is a symptom, like 
violence, like drug abuse. The real 
problem is the attitudes of these 
young people toward the future. And 
so they called the program I Have a 
Future, and they dealt comprehen­
sively with creating a better attitude 
in these teen-agers about themselves

"I don't think doing abortions 
characterizes Hank Foster," said 
Dr. David E. Satcher, director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre­
vention. the former president at Me- 
harry.

Conservatives have also attacked 
1 Have a Future for dispensing birth 
control items.

In an interview on the ABC News 
program "Nightline” on Wednesday, 
Dr. Foster said "no” when asked 
whether he favored the widespread 
distribution of condoms. He called 
abstinence "our first route," without 
elaborating on further action.

Dr. Foster had been on the faculty 
at Meharry since 1973 and served as 
acting president for six months after 
the departure of Dr. Satcher in 1993. 
He played a central role in negotiat­
ing with Nashville officials over the 
merger of the city-owned Metropoli­
tan General Hospital with Meharry 
Hubbard Hospiul. That merger is 
crucial to the medical college, which 
has losts its accreditation because of 
declining business at its own, histori­
cally black teaching hospital.

It is for his work in poor neighbor- 
_______ _ ___ hoods that Dr. Foster has drawn

taught us that we don't have to be 171051 of his accolades. I Have a Fu­
ture is not his first such program.

and about the future. 
_ They felt that if they could do

‘Say no to sex.' You wc- ; 
‘You have a reason to value 
self.’"

Practical solutions 
are used to back up 
idealism.

because the ’““g
have a reason for 'dehymg sexual

■pregnant" Although birth control 
>nd abstinence are part of this plan, 
-what the program really does is give 
her a reason not to join the ranks of 
unwed mothers, she said.
• It makes some of these young peo­
ple angry to hear a heated debate on 
Abortion from wealthy and powerful 
people whose children have relative­
ly little to worry about.

"Most of us live in troubled neigh­
borhoods," said 15-year-old Melissa 
Hunter. “We have children in middle 
school having babies.”

The Surgeon General is in many 
ways a symbolic position, but the 
young women and men in 1 Have a 
Future, along with several col­
leagues, say he would bring on prac­
tical, workable solutions to the na­
tion's health problems — the same 
way he brought solutions to the 
young women at John Henry Hale.

The abortion debate in this case 
“is a shortsighted issue," said Dr. 
Richard Smith, director of the Ado­
lescent Gynecology Clinic at Henry 
Ford Hospital in Detroit, the city 
where Dr. Foster did his internship. 
“I think when you look on balaifce at 
the work this man has done through­
out his career, we really should be 
applauding the efforts that he has 
made." he said.

Dr. Foster, a 61-year-old obstetri­
cian, was nominated last week to 
succeed the outspoken Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders, whom Mr. Clinton dismissed 
in December. The choice was sup­
posed to be conciliatory, but conser­
vatives in the past week have rallied 
against Dr. Foster, because he per­
formed abortions, and because he 
performed more than either he or 
the White House originally claimed.

agers were given birth control. 
_ Dr. Greene said the program is so 
.successful that there have been only 
a few pregnancies among the 800 to 

4,000 young women who took an ac­
tive part in the program. About 
Three-quarters of teen-agers tn the 
city housing projects have sex by 
"age 15.
; Financed by foundations and pri­
vate donors with some state money, 
ithe program is administered by the 

Department of Obstetrics and Gyne­
cology at Meharry Medical College. 
JA Meharry nurse practitioner super­

vises the program's medical staff. 
• Last Thursday night, some 30
^members of I Have a Future crowd­
ed into the meeting room in the John 
lienry Hale project and one by one 

compared life now with what might 
tiave been. In three years, Nakeeta 
-Hunter, 16, went from "not caring 
about my grades to being on the 
honor roll." Now she plans to go to 
college.
‘ Tasaundra Dooley. 16. said, “They

In the 1970's, when he was elected 
to the prestigious Institute of Medi­
cine, he fought infant mortality and 
teen pregnancy in rural Alabama, 
said Dr. Satcher. Throughout his 37- 
year career, Dr. Foster worked to 

prevent pregnancies among poorer 
young people and to head off the 
health threats to mother and child 

caused by too-young pregnancies. 
Dr. Satcher said.

The 1 Have a Future program 
reaches only a fraction of the young 
people in Nashville, but friends of 
Dr. Foster, including the teen-agers 
involved, believe it could be a pilot 
program for the nation.

It addresses much more than sex, 
said Dr. Satcher and teen-agers in­
volved in the program. It is based on

Tutors help with studies. Volun­

teers show teen-agers how to get and 

business. But most important, there 
is always a place to go and someone 

to talk to. even if it is just with each 
other.

Melissa Hunter has never met Dr. 
Foster, but she said his brainchild 
gives her and her friends a choice 
they seldom had before. A few make 
it out of the projects and their teen­

age years without a baby and the

that, the teen-age pregnancy prob­
lem would be taken care of, too. 

—2;_■ young people would 

behavior. You weren't just saying? 
Say no to sex.' You were saying, 

your-

limitations that one brings, purely on 
strength of character alone, she said. 
But it is hard.

“Here they keep you too busy to 
get into trouble," she said.

Jason Gordon, an 18-year-old 
whose mother died last year, lives 
with a sister. He has had every 
chance to fail, but seven years in the 
program kept him working, thinking, 
planning.

Now, every morning, he walks sev­
eral blocks from his project to Fisk 
University, where he is studying 
business. "He’s a role model for the 
others.” Dr. Greene said.

Mr. Gordon said: "1 would have 

never gone to college. 1 needed some­
thing to be part of."

The program taught him one thing 
most of all, he said.

“1 know I‘m not ready to have a 
child."
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HANGING 
TOUGH

S DR. HENRY FOSTER STROLLS 

along a dusty redbrick housing 
project in Nashville, he is treated 

like a hometown hero. Bill Clinton's 
embattled choice for Surgeon General 
is greeted by dozens of friends in the 
close-knit Hack community he has 
served for more than 20 years. "Hang 
in there, doctor!" shouts a woman from 
a passing van.

"1 am," responds Foster with deter­
mination. “1 am."

Indeed, the 61-year-old obstetrician­
gynecologist is braced for the fight of his 
life. So is the White House. For the first 
time since becoming President, Clinton 
seems willing to back a controversial 
nominee in a major confirmation bat­
tle—even though the debate will take

Surgeon General 
nominee Henry Foster 
fights back

AS

that the actual tally was 39. His credibility 
came under further attack when he ad-

IS
s' 

X 

X

■ 
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< During World 
War II, 12-year-old 
Foster helped his 
father, Hank Sr. 
(left), sell eggs in 
Pine Bluff, Arie.

A “Sometimes I 
have to sacrifice a 
fetus to save a 
mother's Rfe," says 
Foster (at his youth 
program in Nash­
ville). “That is a ter- 
rible thing."

I

place in the new Republican-controlled
Senate. Foster, meanwhile, is going on 
the offensive, angered by conservatives mitted he had supervised clinical trials on
who have attacked his record. “My ev- an experimental drug in the early '80s 
ery move has been watched profession- that ended another 55 pregnancies. “Fbs-
ally for the last 20 years,” he told
PEOPLE. "Now these right-wing groups
are grasping at anything. Well, that is to­
tally unacceptable.”

Foster's problems began just days af­
ter his nomination on Feb. 2. At first he
told reporters he had performed “fewer

~V >

ter has been in the forefront of the move­
ment for abortion,” claims Douglas John­
son, legislative director of the National 
Right to Life Committee. “Any effort by 
the Clinton Administration to paint him 
otherwise is misleading." 
, Foster says of the abortion controver-

than a dozen pregnancy terminations." ’ ’ sy, "1 should never have gotten into 
But as conservative groups began exam- counting. Why should I? I don’t know of 
ining his record, he was forced to concede a single legislator in Washington whom

3/13/95 people 69
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you could walk up to and ask. How many treatment, and says the charge is politi-

An angry Foster insists he actually led a education was the way to get ahead in
move in 1972 to get the men medical the segregated South "My father would
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< *1 wasn't pre­
pared for this," 
mj» Sandy Foster 
(with Henry at an 
NAACP dinner).

X.

[
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times have you voted on a labor bill? and 
get a specific answer"

Foster has also come under fire from 
the conservative Family Research 
Council, which charged that he had tac­
itly supported the Tuskegee Project, an 
infamous federal study in which some 
400 poor black men with syphilis were 
left untreated so public health doctors 
could track the effects of their disease.

‘1« i
i

cally motivated. "The moment we
found out that treatment was withheld,
we were outraged. This is all just pure 
distortion."
pj" Ya.yS r°Steri wh.0Erew UPin iust that when his^onfirmation hear­

ing long odds. His father, Henry' Sr, a
high school science teacher, and moth­
er, Ivie, a college art teacher, taught
young Hank and his sister Dons that

r'';
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> In 1958, Foster 
credMtedwtth hon­
ors frwa medical

I sdxxMiaArkansas.

: YMGorejotoed 
? the fosters In Nash- 
5 vflle on fob 13.

point to his brain and say, The key to 
unlocking everything is here,’ ” Foster 
recalls. “I believed him."

After earning a biology degree at At­
lanta’s Morehouse College in 1954, Fos­
ter entered the University of Arkansas 
Medical School, where he was the only 
black in the class. Graduating in 1958, 
Foster interned at the Detroit Receiving 
Hospital, where he met St Clair “Sandy" 
Anderson, now 58, a nurse he married 
two years later The couple has two chil­
dren: Myrna, 32, an intermediate-school 
teacher in McLean, 'Vk, and Wendell, 31, 
a director of research at Walt Disney 
Television in Burbank, Calif.

For most of his career, Foster has 
dedicated himself to helping the less 
fortunate, working mainly at John An­
drew Memorial Hospital in Tuskegee, 
Ala., and Nashville's Meharry Medical 
College—and piloting his own Cessna, 
a passion, to see patients at both med­
ical centers. In 1987, Foster developed 
his highly praised “I Have a Future" 
initiative, which has taught hundreds 
of Nashville’s disadvantaged teens the 
value of sexual abstinence and educa­
tion. That work was recognized by
George Bush in 1991 as one of his 
"Thousand Points of Light."

Foster says he was cheered by a re- 
» cent phone call from his “good friend” 

Joycelyn Elders, the Surgeon General 
fired by Clinton last December for, 
among other things, her controversial 
remarks about masturbation. She ad­
vised him to “tell the truth and be 
yourself”—and Foster intends to do

.PJ"LBLUff^k;;haS.!pen.t.his°lif!de,fy- begin ^nthrsenatethismomh.-l 

try to confront challenges with three 
things: intelligence, energy and integ­
rity,” he says. “Those are the values I 
try to teach.”
•uniiiHJjs
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Teens say Foster’s

lives are changed by the program help HU their chances of success, 
out the frame - "I [Joined] because everyone else was
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and Jason Gordon. 18. They live In public smiling, recalling her motives for becom- of people who want to get Involved. Maybe 
* ■ ■■■■ ,a__ ■ V a ■_ . aa. * - J**'* —■■ ■

These days, others want to be like her. Jason is beaded. He entered Rsk Unlveisi- I Turn tn PACE 1A, Cdam I

Vet r-vJ Ck«-

ln the spothght
Thursday, President OintOD nominated . 

Faster, former acting pnslden! of Mehany, ■ 
to be surgeon general and offered some

“I want Dr. Foster to use whal he's

By TAMMIE SMITH
Suf/tVriltr

i

has been the 
neighborhood effects.” ..

DR. LORRAINE WILLIAMS GREENE 
Director, 1 Have a Future

Through the program, she's become weD- ty as a freshman last fan nnd has gone |   

Swff Wrila- «• A a at. wnveieu, wim uipo iu niiauin, wnsiuu&uu, fruin being B ' jtuuuu" ui u> <iu cuipiirycc,
*T Have A Future,’’ the Mehany Medk * A bonilS Of the program Gatlinburg, Ondnnati, New Orleans and working 10 tours a week as a peer coun- ; 

cal College teenage pregnancy prevention ' •. ‘
program, is generating national attention
— and controversy — because it was
founded by UJ. surgeon genera) nominee
Dr. Henry Foster.

Yes, the program counsels teens about ,  
birth control Yes, it does give contracep­
tives to teens.

But that’s only pert of the picture. --------------------- ________________________________________________ .
Snapshots of the young people whose credit to *1 Have A Future" for Improving the survey to get Into the program. That

■ ------------------------------------------------ J10 was a lot of candy for a 12-yeanold. . -
i The 810 reward is no longer offered, but ,n^d>lng,

learned to help America attack the epidem-
They are of teens like Tonlka East, 17, doing It,” Tonlka, a high school senior, said some program activities have a waiting list

bousing, a place to grow upi Ing a T’Wure” Wd In the sixth grade. Its because other youngsters see where

But these young people —- outgoing nod *“ ‘ '

traveled, with trips to Allante, Washington, from being a "Future" kid to an employee, -

Florida. Some were rewards; others were selor. His goal Is to one day own his own 
to vistt colleges she may choose to attend, business.

Tonlka is the leader now, student body ."ms program gives a tot of people a 
president at Pearl Cohn High School and chance," be said. "Some of us would have 
lop dog in XHAFs entrepreneurship pro- made II to college anyway. This program ; 
gram that teaches buriness ownership helped ensure that"

Jason’s motive for getting involved tn - ''
IHAF six years ago was strictly financial.

articulate with goals — give a lot of lhe He wanted the 810 "reward" for filling out

310 was a lot of candy for a 12-yeanold.
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wer to ywr boyfriend's bouse. This fakes 
you away from that You don't have time to
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Calvin Peters
oversees one of I
Have a Future’s
entrepreneurship
programs: "We
have some kids
who have never
been out of Nash­
ville. Their eyes light up when they 
see that bus," that comes to take 
them to IHAF meetings.

- •

••1
■- ,

ro Tontka East, 17, 
mow Pearl Cohn 
Q.^omprehenshre
High School’s stu­
dent body preek 
deni and head of 
its I Have a Fu­
ture’s entrepre­
neurship program: 

"I {joined] because everyone

Jason Gordon, 18,
a freshman at Fisk 
University and 
peer counselor,
got involved in I
Have a Future six
years aga 

-. 'TTi/s program ______ 
gives a lot of people a chance. 
Some of us would have made it 
to college anyway. This program

*Q,,!_r10 y^risrif needtag to refuse . lodged he performed a Umited number of 
—“ aboftiaae in his long medical career.

Dr. Lorraine Wil­
liams Greene, I 
Have a Future di­
rector and a clini­
cal psychologist:

"We deal with is­
sues such as how 
to be in relation-_________
ships, how to be Intimate with 
someone and not necessarily

And muitinj Jdjjj— » - s«awvu i^pue nu me rap 9009 nmuncliu?

Mt *1 Ha^e a PtaiBe* program rtremts eves among students not tn IHAF. she said, 
la one measure, students at toe Interval- 

Bon sitts scored higher oa sell-estoem. The

Charmaine Harris,
18, a participant in
I Have a Future:

■ “Let’s say you are
on a date, dancing,
and things start
getting hot. Are you
going to be pas- __
srve, or stand up for what you be­
lieve?"

mney among toon la toe tatenrenttoo 
group during this 30 months, aad 59 known 
pn^onndeE among those at the comparison

SUU. Ae canfions against pmeralrnng the
data because there was about a year's age 
difference tn the groups compared.

fad. If you let the youn^ten teU It, there 
kt laa senal acffvtty among those to the 
program.

Pan of B to knowing they are not the 
only one deriding on atattoeoo. Part of B
is having adults they cu talk to openly.
Part of It to rmUtang the possible repervus- 
stons at early sexual arilvfty.

•Wten 1 Ont came to NastsvlUe, I used to 
__________ .-j................ wmro. ______ ____ _____________ _ Mim Um‘ crcv’i." raid Amelin Turner, 18,

With the Paid trim, the mwqMruiirtnr Bi«ir woces ii to do longraage tracking of • Hwne-Fogg honor student wt» does not 
'■*------- “■----  —  __ ___ r»rttHn*nh Th-l ~7_e~ “ 4

beyond their ntaghborhoodi. ' ?“**■ Tc program takes aboul podol to be Involved lo IHAF for flve years.
------------------—» “W* have some kids who have never HOHtW anoaally. Each site has a director *11 nt to lhe nclnt where I wnuia —

the outawnts of 'earty pregnancy and child- been out of Nashville," Catvtn Peters, who lour 0186 managers. ptople were livtat There k- •

i ~00 meD’ <”c,sees Ibe entrepreneurship program, ex- “““* effenstve evaluabon effort so better way.*
tlon in the entire Ooaimenl of thrtlomce ptatoad. 'TheireyesLlgbl upwliaitheysee 01 tbe ^’ear'ojd program was funded :
or defaytau sexual adivttv,* |bey said in a that Us." 7 •’F • P“* and lastad 30 months. In U. data Turner bas applied to Ove coOegea, but

“ ------------------------ ---- t*5iu» Howand University She said she

=2=SS=
nattonaJ toen pregnancy ptevenfloo Initta- Greena mid Ihelr   - ‘

-O
rF";i

program.
_ "While (fan IHAF program seeks to delay

birth control is part bearing [among othetsj’ there is

you walk down streets where all (be bonis

numbers slcndled on doon and small

When a school butTsUgs”aTTeenier,

bus bolding a teddy bear and school books, stronger sense of coranuinUy, sense of re- 
Despite an the rap songs rumaridng spoMtaUity for self and family.*

Art there fewer pregnancies? 

Greene mid the bet way to measure

a fact meet about the Mehany endeavors, die prog; am exposs wa. m m- partlclpanta. That take money they don't Uve In public housing but has made if a

^7 hare never ■'

Tbe most extenstve evaluabon effort re
ter of the tyearoid program was funded
by a grant and lastad 30 nwoths. In U. data

ic of teen pregnancies.*
r—

__ . ~ 111 • 1 ■ ■ •» • •aaaww «n
Fttaire* program will be a model for a
nabonal teen pregnancy prerentloo taitia-

eyecMly fay Qintoo-r comervxffT SSlm^now.--------------------- J’*****’ Indude led Jetern^Tur^
1 P™Bra,,‘ 10 .**'? t>Ut-GroM O»- munbas atendted^ ^d SSS »«* and nspousihUity, coopera-

Dr. Lorraine WB- ** a,U,

7to^^‘f^^««riliesSJcb
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N“hvU,e “Oservative researeh
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passion
Critics Missing 
‘Total Picture*

In Nashville, 
A Portrait of 
Com

end. Brian’s answer “How Jo 
be a man." Fourteen-year-old 
Mike Rucker says afternoons 
at the center doing home­
work help him “stay out of 
trouble" by “not selling 
drugs."

Just two weeks ago, Foster 
was mainly known for the sev­
en-year-old program preach­
ing values such as cooperation 
and personal esteem that he . 
had brought to teenagers such 
as Brian and Rucker in Nash-. 
viBe’s public housing projects. 
Today, the 61-year-old obste­
trician-gynecologist finds him­
self the touchstone of another 
national debate on abortion, 
his every action over a 35- 
year career the subject of mi­
croscopic scrutiny.

But here, those who know 
Foster find the portrayal of 
him by antiabortion activists 
to bear little resemblance, to 
the community-minded for­
mer medical school dean 
whose hard work and easy­
going manner have made him

See FOSTER, A8, CoL 1

By John Schwartz 
TT-JHartSueWite ,' Wafc

NASHVILLE—Ask Justin 
Brian, 14, what he’s learning 
in the "I Have a Future’ pro­
gram, founded by Henry W. 
Foster Jr., President Clin­
ton’s choice for surgeon gen-



said have been misinterpreted, he's

ssr.

your shoelaces tied together the rest isaues that had heavy racial over- 
°f toy' iboes in a way which was nonthreat-

>Thi

agreement to merge Nashville's aged 
General Hospital with Meharry's

with residents and asking them what

“Because things 
he's said have been 
misinterpreted, he’s 
almost afraid to 
make a statement.” 

—Rabbi Randall M. Falk

man services in the Bush administra­
tion, recalls an exceptional gift for

cessful conclusion. Meharry general 
counsel Richard Jackson said, “A lot 
of them came because of their belief

ure of sex education in its curriculum, 
a fact that has drawn some fire from 
conservatives. Foster wrote a 1993

Foster went back to Arkansas to 
attend medical school. The only Afri­
can American in his class, he graduat­
ed with top honors and continued his 
medical training in Michigan. Massa- ’ 
chusetts and then here at Meharry . 
one of the nation’s few predominantly 
black medical schools, where he com­
pleted a three-year residency in ob­
stetrics and gynecology.

After completing medical training 
in 1965, Foster became chief of ob­
stetrics and gynecology at the John 
A. Andrew Memorial Hospital of 
Tuskegee University, where he 
founded a regional program to pro­
vide health services to poor mothers 
and children that became a model for 
others across the country. He came

See FOSTER, AlO.CoLl

straight" on the spot, Jones recalled, 
and might follow up with a closed- 
door conference. It wasn’t a habit 
they would continually repeat," Jones 
added.

Linda Williams, Foster’s assistant 
irom 1973 until 1990, said that Fos­
ter would scrutinize the weekly stack

________ FOSTER, From Al_________

popular with all segments of society 
in a city his friend. Rabbi Randall M. 
Falk, describes as “the buckle on the 
libteBelt.’

The Rev. Bill Sherman of Wood- 
moot Baptist Church, for example, 
said be and his congregation oppose 
abortion except in such cases as rape, 
incest and medical necessity. But he 
thmks Foster is “an admirable man,” 
and said that many of Foster’s attack­
ers are focusing solely on abortion 
and missing “the total picture."

Tie’s not a politician—he’s a doc­
tort" said Henry McKay, whom Fos­
ter delivered in 1970 and who is now 
a Meharry Medical College student.

Former mayor Richard Fulton CD)

nade it a central tenet of his teach- 
ra^according to Johnny Jones, a Fay­
etteville, N.C., obstetrician who stud- 

-J-? Foster in the 1970s. If a 
---------was curt with a patient or 
nurse. Tie would forcefully set you

projects wbo did not participate.
Today it serves some 500 children 

.  .   a
abstinence and a strong anti-drug budget of 1400,000 a year, some of 
message, and stresses such values as which goes directly to students in an 
cooperation, personal responsibility entreprenennthip program to start

He “could keep you rolling in 
r r  stitches all night," Sullivan said. “Peo-

perience, Foster was unprepared for pie would say, ‘Please, Hank, no 
the harsh attacks of antiabortion more!’ Your sides were aching and 
groups and the intense media scroti- your eyes dry from having been in 
ny that quickly followed Clinton’s an- tears too long."

in him."
Could Foster’s penchant for fi­

nessing unpleasantness help to ex­
plain bow Foster got into political 
trouble? “That’s a legitimate ques­
tion," Wilson said.

Instead of volunteering a worst­
case estimate of the number of 
abortions he had performed during 
his medical career, Foster offered a 
number off the top of his head, a 
number that later would have to be 
corrected after a painstaking re­
view of hospital records. Though he 
said Foster is scrupulously honest, 
Wilson said, “Perhaps his ability to 
deal with the broad issues, and the 
consensus-forming manner, does 
not take adequate account of all of 
the specific facts. He’s more in­
volved in the big picture than the 
details."

Meharry’s board of trustees re­
jected Foster’s bid to become presi­
dent of the medical school because 
of shortcomings as an administra­
tor, Meharry sources said. Jackson 
acknowledged that management is 
not one of Foster’s strengths. In­
stead, Jackson said, Foster’s most 
comfortable role is similar to that of 
a “tribal elder."

Jackson said that Foster “keeps 
the village leadership motivated and 
focused—and helps set their priori­
ties. ... It’s very similar to what 
you want in a surgeon general."

________ FOSTER, FtomAB________

back to Meharry in 1973, eventually 
becoming dean of the medical school. 

/Medical education is renowned for

of patient surveys, looking for com­
plaints about his staff, and follow up 
personally. "It was very important 
that the patients were treated with 
dignity,* Williams said.

By most accounts, Foster’s most 
important contribution at Meharry 
was the creation of the T Have a Fu­
ture" program. By the 1980s, Foster 
bad decided that treating people for 
illness was not enough, that the prob­
lems of the poor were woven togeth­
er too tightly to fix one piece at a 
time. So in 1987, be visited Nash- 
viDe’s tough housing projects, dining 
with residents and asking them what 
kind of social program they thought 
they needed for their children. Again

and again be heard the same stop^ been one unintended pregnancy 
Just as much as good health, the kids among participants in the program, 
of the projects needed hope, a com- versus 59 in a similar group of young 
modify in short supply in the drug- people in other Nashville housing 

. ------------------------------ --- ridden, violent neighborhoods. projects wbo did not participate
i^«igor, not compassion. But Foster 'TeSased in the housing projects it Today it serves some 500 children 

serves, the program preaches sexual in Nashvffle housing projects with a

message, and stresses such values as wiudi goes dhectly to students^! an 
cooperation, personal responsibility entrepreneurahip program to start 
and self-esteem. Staff workers often small huanw-wes.
drive the message home with striking Justin Wilsoa, a prominent Repub­

object lessons. Program director Lor- bean attorney here and a member of 
nine Williams Greene said that if two the Meharry board of trWes. said 
youths are fighting with each other, that Foster has an tmeanny imark for 
the staffers might make them tie bridging the cultural gaps between 
their shoelaces together, saying, blacks and whites. Again and again, 
“You have to deal with each other, as issues came up that could have in-
You want to argue? You want to creased friction between the races, 
fight’ Fine. But you’re going to have Doctor Foster was able to deal with

J = t Bom in Pine Bluff, Ark., Foster 
earned away and ask questions that earned his bachelor of science degree 
possibly have no bearing on the im- from Morehouse College in 1954.
mediate problem before them." where a former classmate, Louis W.

On ABC-TV’s “Nightline" last Sullivan, secretary <rf health and hu- 
Wednesday, viewers saw a defensive,
faltering Foster, far different from
the articulate advocate people have humor, 
come to know here. But friends fig­
ure that with no previous political ex-

The program also includes a meas- jnjng to either blacks or whites." 
.That diplomatic style came in 

'/ as Foster became involved in 
of the most controversial 

essay for the Nashville Tennessean m recent Nashville history: the aty’s 
supporting the nomination of Joyce- agreement to - - - ■ 
lyn Elders as surgeon general and 2 
stressing the importance of sex edu- trwer Hubbard Hospital, timing the 
catkxL jnstituticn over to Meharry to oper*

Tn America, we live in an open so- ate.
defy, which is as it should be," he t Turning the city’s medical semc- 
wrote. Tn this environment of open- es over to Meharry made good hnci- 
ness, our young people are bombard- jjess sense. Renovating General 
ed with sexual messages through the would have cost much more but the 
media virtually from the time they racial implications of entrusting 
arise in the morning until they retire Hw-m to a black institution threat- 
at night Yet, elements in our open ened to scuttle the deal. When for- 
sodety seek to deny providing oui mer Meharry president David 
young people the educational basis to Safcher left Meharry to head the 
protect themselves from the negative Centers for Control in At-
effects of these media messages.... Unta, Foster as acting president 
Sexuality education and contracep- had to recruit the physicians needed 
live availability must be coupled to- □ bring the negot’ tions to a suc- 
gether to be effective."

The program has earned national 
recognition. President George Bush 
named the program one of the thou­
sand “Pointe of Light" Though suc­
cess is hard to measure, Williams
Greene pointe to the fact that be­
tween 1988 and 1991, there has only

said that it’s hard for people in Nash- nouncement of his choice. T imagine 
ville to understand how Foster's that all of this sudden glare of the 
nomination has become so entangled spotlight has been a little overwhelm- 
with the abortion issue. But he has an ing," Falk said. “Because things he’s 
idea. T was in Congress for seven s—----- -- —  -------
terms," Fulton said, “and 1 know that almost afraid to make a statement,
quite often members of Congress get
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President Clinton’s surgeon general 
nominee, an obstebician and gynecolo­
gist, wears a pink metal lapel pin in the 
shape of a nbbon, a symbol of breast 
cancer awareness. He warns visitors 
that lung cancer is now the No. i killer 
of Amencan women.

open country like this could that occur 
This is a great nation.”

ON RACE IN THE DEBATE: ’This is * 
not about race at all. It’s about the 
health of this nation. It’s about the 
health of our children. My nomination 
is not about race; it’s about my capabili­
ty and what I can do for all people ”

11
I
iI

credulous. I did not think that kind of 
research could be federally sancUoned 
in 1972. But I was wrong ... It was I

SS’hr”" '.w'”1'’ ’ ^eou"t<l'be,^S'5'“,e,laimSSO 
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life. I’ve worked ^""hartrtS deT^xaZ?^

FOSTER-The nhsfPtrv-ian i ■ By Tim Dillon, usa today ON TRUST IN THE SYSTEM- “I’m n p.on my own strength this morning
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firmation hearings begin May 2.
His serious, professorial demeanor 

diminishes as he relaxes. The South­

pitch and his round face softens as he
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Heary Foster’s work in Nashville, Tennessee with teen programs

It centers

abortions.

what people there think about it

of patients, and as an administrator.'At Mehama HuTWciSpiti

hospital, completely renovated throughout, all new equipment. ItUbe- itllbe'

merger that’s happening largely because of Henry Foster.

Nashville mayor Phil Bredeson saysFoster’s quiet atykw^S

us around what
ger between Mehany's Hubbard Hospital and Nashville's Gene^ZlH^i^^

>e a 150-bed 
------ 1 a gorgeous

and upgrading the 
-------------- 1 as a

SHOW: All Things Considered
National Public Radio (4:30 pm El)

February 17, 1995

HEADLINE: Dr. Foster's Work in Nashville Praised

BYLINE; JOANNE SILBERNER

HIGHLIGHT:

“ Naahvill“' Tennessee with teen programs and uPBra<
Mebarry Medical College, brings praise from those who know him He is known

hospital and bringing patiante

NTsfX ma^l “dJ««?-^~etings,keepingpe.ple talking.

Rc?Ortet': n you want to a*0* Henry Foster, go to

d^lLU^°St.hf t* “d <*““<• O” a*e fifth floor, the water pipei, the 
W^^atiom 8 •" eXP0Sei Hubb“d Ho^ital “

Administrator It will b

new hospital for the city of Nashville?

quiet, unassuming doctor.

BODY;

F°r laSt tw° week8> Piesident Clinton's nominee to be U S 
Surgeon General, Dr. Henry Foster, has been in the middle of the controversy 

as a gynecologist, hysterectomies on retarded women, and 

d^X° whJ£p ~T ha9.saidnh® ch^ce to tell Congress, and the American
hTdin b Ak A P011 Week 9h0wed 11181 even Americans may not
be clear about that, more support the nomination than oppose it. NPR's Joanne 

^„DiZ?.e^s b?“e to’ra'Nash^ week, to find out
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Meh airy, says it wasn't easy.

ouwadi^ pb^, ™'

at wewould be able to recruit people like that.

JOANNE SMERNEE; There are Iota of reaeone doctors might

right, end then he described the need that Sted h^dZm S

JOE JENKINS, T Have a Future' Instructor: OK. Once

in a classroom in

ant prevention program?

2

  

ivironment, which 
■ overtly

------ Terence?

e and what was

       

things like i
political, that his kind of ■

------UVIXU^

was just a very politically effective approach

nght, and then he desorbed the need that existed here, and from there w «rt jam’ 

^on.

 
sXa^ m tW0 aty h0Uaing projects- Eveiy Joe Jenkitt8 ®^the clasX

Meharrv a7+C« f" ♦ \easonB aoctors “u&ht not want to come to{gharry. Some of the patients can t pay thmr doctors' bills at all, and many patients' 
bdls are pad at low government rates. The medical school doesn't own a lot rfL<^

g. But Foster was able to meet therirei

. — — - - ■  . 1 is 1 • 1 

teaching programs, and the emphasis here is
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Tanya Rutledge [sp] is 17. She's been in the program eight,

college, and I want to own my own beauty shop.

make the kind of money that I want to make.

that this newspaper has known about and written about.

1 pkn 10 eradua,e *“• “d 80 ”

y0U kadn t Uei1 “ proeram’ what do y°u think your life

STUDENTS IN CLASS: Ahst-inanrA

the first day after Foster s nomination. But the focus of the program is life skills- 
teaching the teens how to conduct themselves in job interviews and on the job, hiving 
them run a small busmess, tutoring, taking them on trips, that sort of thing. The idea i 
to teach the teens that there are better ways to get attention than having a baby

?.h“r<>-...But citywide he i£Mt that well known. Frank Gibson, political editor’of oie'of

be my Whkh hSW

JOANNE SILBERNER: What would that kind of life be like?

TANYA RUTLEDGE: It would be awful because I wouldn’t be able to go to college and 
make the kind of money that I want to make.

JOANNE SILBERNER: More than 800 teens have gone through the program since 
Foster started it. There are no hard statistics on how well the program is doing but 
d^I°ne P611^ only one F>‘ pregnant - much lower than in the past In
some ardes, like the housing projects and the local medical community, Henry Foster is 
a hero But citywide he is not that well known. Frank Gibson, political edito7of one of 
foDot^d* S neWSpapers> 7116 Tennessean, didn’t expect even the nomination or what

FRANK GH1SON Political Editor, The Tennessean: I would-1 would say that I was 
surprised, but onlybecause I-1 would not have thought about it. You know, he just did

JOANNE SILBERNER: The national controversy over abortion, that started after the 
president named Foster, hasn’t cost him support here. Gibson says the local community 

t0 J Faa^- There were no major questions about the hysterectomies
roster performed on retarded women. The only opposition in Nashville to Foster's 
nomination seems to come from people who don’t know him personally. They, like some

3
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I certainly have no

issues. Killing people is sort of permanent.

Avon Williams III

delivered his daughter. Williams is a Republican,
a member of the Christian right He

done would make him a good surgeon general.

gan soon after upset

4

very frank with you. 
ot imagine

I frequently say, I am 

icer at a very early

and a patient of Dr. Foster's.

^.Z£R W!'£HnELI’- Patl“t * Dr- boater. Because of him, 

stage, and it was Dr. Foster who did the surgery.
alive today-’ Because it was Dr. Foster who discovered that I had cam 
stage, and it was Dr. Foster who did the surgery.

S’ys ** ™ heard her doctor had

AVON WILLIAMS HI, Acquaintance of Dr. Foster: If you're going to make this a 
eferendum on abortion, and on doctors who perform abortions. Hank Foster is nrobablv

Ha nV 1? ^fer'.Hank Ft,ster 13 “Ot- would not be the guy rd be trying to bring down ° ’ 

W would rwe“ X Ze“St0

Id.SUpl)0rt8<***faMM“church member

1!ad®r6, 3^on^y to the abortions he's done. Bill Bomgardaer [spl leads 
the local chapter of an anti-abortion group, the Christian Action CounS

BILL BOMGARDNER Local Leader Christian Action Council: I certainly have no 
personal ill will to Dr. Foster. I just think it's a poor decision to put a pro-abortionist on 

£ J .!trtT.thi2,»a a,at you. and due is one of those

been nominated as surgeon general. But the political battle that be,

yott-

toK^he "? aborti“ °I’I>°ne“<3 fed that way. Avon wiihamo 11

thin^^^^

“L^°n.S’but th8t 811 the oth“ fed he has

was without blemishes, far as I-1 would know.

Sh^^TSlEKNE u F0SWr CaJ°e b‘ck to tbe Cburcb w*dtend. Reverend 
hennan Tnbble says he s in good spirits, his faith challenged, but not shaken.
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Rev. SHERMAN TRIBBLE. Pastor. First Baptist Church: Sunday when we looked at

it. That s it. That's it.' And, I guess, for him it said that, when I get a chance to present

5

New Testament lesson, one of the verses from Luke. Chapter 12 said thaL wh^n peScmT 

2X JX ~ • 5" .rf"?“? ««««»» •»»»«.. Rely
on the spirit, or the Holy Spirit to guide you. And as he looked at that particular verse '

f r106, poillting to He'd say> ’Reverend, that’s
it. That s it. That s it. And, I guess, for him it said that, when I get a chance to present 
my views in the public forum, it'll be aU right

^^^^LF“l!r.b.T_n_I,5e>Gnti?'' He spent tw. day.
on Capitol Hill in Washington, talking to senators, looking for the same kind of support 
he s gotten from his community. This is Joanne Silberner reporting.
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• IHAF is now part of the fabric of the community itself, with a role for everyone -- from 
parents and grandparents, to clergy and business leaders, to volunteers and local 
government.

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AT ALL LEVELS:

• Dr. Foster wanted the community to play a key role in designing the program from 
the start. He commissioned a Head Of Household Survey -- asking parents and 
community leaders the main problems their teenagers faced and what programs 
might help solve them. The three biggest problems they identified were: drug and 
alcohol abuse, teen pregnancy, and crime. To solve these, they recommended: 
tutoring and job training, drug prevention programs, and sexual education. And 91% 
of the parents asked that it be easier for sexually active teenagers to get birth control.

I HAVE A FUTURE:
Preventing Teen Pregnancy Through Abstinence and Hope

IHAF GIVES TEENS REASONS TO WANT TO DELAY SEX & PREGNANCY:

• Dr. Foster founded IHAF because he saw that most teen pregnancy programs at that 
time were limited to advocating contraception. But these programs did not have a 
significant impact on teen pregnancy because they only addressed the capacity to 
have a child, without addressing the desire to have a child. Research has shown that 
many impoverished teenagers in inner-city neighborhoods think their futures hold 
little hope other than having babies.

• Dr. Foster was convinced that a much broader approach was needed, one that 
empowered inner-city teens to take control of their own futures -- giving them 
incentives to delay childbearing until a more appropriate time. IHAF was designed 
on the premise that changes in behavior should be addressed within a framework 
that provides strategies for positive decision making, while enhancing self-image.

• I Have A Future helps teenagers understand what they should say "no" to -- stressing 
abstinence throughout the program. But, equally importantly, it also gives them 
something to say "yes" to -- education, jobs, and successful futures within their reach.

INNOVATIVE PROGRAM FOUNDED IN INNER-CITY HOUSING PROJECTS:

• In 1987, Dr. Henry Foster -- then Chairman of the Ob/Gyn Department at Meharry 
Medical College - founded a program for teenagers in two housing projects in 
Nashville, Tennessee. It was a pioneering effort to reduce the number of teen 
pregnancies while also addressing other serious problems of inner-city youth - drugs, 
violence, alcohol abuse, homicide, unemployment.

• The prevention of teen pregnancy is a critical focus because early childbearing is so 
often linked -- either as a cause or a consequence -- to violence, drug abuse, tobacco 
and alcohol use, sexually-transmitted diseases, AIDS, poverty, and welfare.

• The goal of the I Have A Future program is to address these inter-related problems by 
enhancing the young people's self-image, stressing personal responsibility, and 
presenting positive alternatives for the future.
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WHO? WHAT? WHERE? WHEN? HOW? - THE DETAILS

• Who May Join? Any teenager, aged 10 - 17, who lives in the John Henry Hale or the 
Preston Taylor housing projects may participate in IHAF -- which attracts an average 
of 150 youths each week. More than half of the participants are African American 
males. Over 850 youths have participated since the program was founded.

• When Is It Open? IHAF is open in the afternoon, on weekends, and all summer - 
times when teenagers are not in school, often get in trouble, and need a place to go.

• Values'. IHAF is a value-based program, with these values permeating all aspects of 
the curriculum - self-esteem; physical and mental well-being; completion of school; 
abstinence; sexual responsibility; self control; ability to handle inter-personal conflict; 
and the value of helping others.

• Curriculum: The program is sensitive to different developmental needs and abilities. 
Consequently the curriculum emphasizes knowledge, attitude, and awareness for 
early adolescents, and behavioral skills for older adolescents. Classes include:

• After-School Tutoring / Computer Training
• Job Readiness And Career Development Classes
• Alcohol And Drug Abuse Prevention Programs
• Conflict Resolution Training / Violence Prevention
• Sports / Self-Defense Classes
• Comprehensive Adolescent Health Services (including contraceptives)

• Activities: IHAF makes a special effort to take the teens on trips out of Nashville. 
Many of these young people had never left Davidson County. Now, they visit colleges, 
speak to successful African-American role models, and tour the nation's capitol. 
Their view of the world -- and what their role in it can be — grows with every trip.

• The Entrepreneur Program: One of the most popular programs helps teenagers learn 
more about the working world - and about personal responsibility - by giving them 
the tools to start their own businesses in the communities where they live.

THE RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES - FEWER MOMS, MORE GRADS:

• Based on internal evaluations, preliminary results show statistically significant 
differences between young people in the IHAF program and those who did not 
participate. Teens who actively participate in IHAF had higher self-esteem, fewer 
pregnancies, a stronger sense of responsibility, and a greater sense of a promising 
future. No systematic evaluation has been performed but the program is actively 
seeking grants to fund outside research that would track the participants over timp

• Fewer Pregnant Teens: One 30-month internal study reported 1 known pregnancy 
among active participants in the two IHAF housing projects, compared to 59 
known pregnancies at two housing projects that didn't have the program.

• More College Students: The program has also demonstrated a rare capacity to 
hold the attention of older adolescents, including African-American males. In
1994, 24 participants graduated from high school and 16 of these, including 8 
males, went on to college. Another 4 entered the Armed Forces.
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IHAFIS A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AWARD-WINNING PROGRAM:

• In 1989, the American Medical Association awarded IHAF its Adolescent Health 
Award

• In 1991, President George Bush selected IHAF to be one of America's Thousand 
Points of Light

FUNDED BY PRESTIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY: 

Carnegie Corporation of New York
William T. Grant Foundation
Bill and Camille Cosby
State of Tennessee, Department of Health
United Way of Middle Tennessee

i

I
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National Organizations Supporting Dr. Foster 
 As of April 5Z 1995

BAPTIST MINISTERS ASSOCIATION
BLACK LEADERSHIP FORUM
B'NAI B'RITH WOMEN
CAMPAIGN FOR WOMEN'S HEALTH
CATHOLICS FOR A FREE CHOICE
CENTER FOR WOMEN POLICY STUDIES
CENTER FOR REPRODUCTIVE LAW i POLICY 
CHILDREN'S HEALTH FUND
CLARA BELL DUVALL EDUCATION FUND
COALITION OF BLACK TRADE UNIONS
COALITION OF LABOR UNION WOMEN
COUNCIL OF UNIVERSITY CHAIRS OF

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY
COUNCIL ON RESIDENT EDUCATION IN

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY
DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY
ENDOCRINE SOCIETY
ECUMENICAL MINISTERIAL /ASSOCIATION 
HOLLYWOOD WOMEN'S POLITICAL COMMITTEE 
HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN FUND
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S HEALTH

COALITION
KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATERNITY
MEDICAL STUDENTS FOR CHOICE
NATIONAL ABORTION AND REPRODUCTIVE

RIGHTS ACTION LEAGUE
NATIONAL ABORTION FEDERATION
NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF BLACK SCHOOL

EDUCATORS
NATIONAL ASIAN WOMEN'S HEALTH 

ORGANIZATION
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY AND

CITY HEALTH OFFICIALS
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR EQUAL

OPPORTUNITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR PUBLIC

HEALTH POLICY
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PEOPLE WITH 

AIDS
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC

HOSPITALS
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL

WORKERS
NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, INC. 
NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL BLACK CAUCUS OF LOCAL

ELECTED OFFICIALS
NATIONAL BLACK CAUCUS OF STATE

LEGISLATORS
NATIONAL BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL BLACK CHILD DEVELOPMENT

INSTITUTE
NATIONAL BLACK NURSES' ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL BLACK WOMEN'S HEALTH PROJECT 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SENIOR CITIZENS
NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING &

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL HISPANIC MEDICAL /ASSOCIATION

ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY
ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY
AMBULATORY PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF CHILD AND

ADOLESCENT PSYCHOLOGY
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DERMATOLOGY 
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY 
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PAIN PHYSICIANS 
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF CHEST PHYSICIANS 
AMERICAN GASTROENTEROLOGICAL

ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN GROUP PRACTICE ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CATARACT AND

REFRACTIVE SURGERY
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY, 

AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 

WOMEN
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF DENTAL 

SCHOOLS
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND 

GYNECOLOGISTS
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PREVENTIVE 

MEDICINE
AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN MEDICAL WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
AMERICAN NURSES ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

ASSOCIATION, INC.
AMERICAN PEDIATRIC SOCIETY
AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR REPRODUCTIVE

MEDICINE
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF ANESTHESIOLOGISTS 
AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF

CHURCH AND STATE
ASSOCIATION OF ACADEMIC HEALTH

CENTERS
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN MEDICAL 

COLLEGES
ASSOCIATION OF BLACK CARDIOLOGISTS
ASSOCIATION OF MATERNAL AND CHILD

HEALTH PROGRAMS
ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL SCHOOL

PEDIATRIC CHAIRMAN
ASSOCIATION OF MINORITY HEALTH

PROFESSIONS SCHOOLS
ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSORS OF

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH
ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL 

HEALTH OFFICIALS
ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF PREVENTIVE 

MEDICINE
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NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL MINORITY AIDS COUNCIL
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN
NATIONAL OSTEOPOROSIS FOUNDATION
NATIONAL WOMEN'S LAW CENTER
NOW LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND 
OLDER WOMEN'S LEAGUE
100 BLACK MEN
100 BLACK WOMEN, INC.
OPERATION PUSH, INC.
PATHFINDER INTERNATIONAL
PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY
PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD FEDERATION OF

AMERICA
PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY
PRIMARY CARE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
PROGRESSIVE BAPTIST CONVENTION
RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE

CHOICE
SEXUALITY, INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES 
SOCIETY FOR ADOLESCENT MEDICINE 
SOCIETY OF CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE
SOCIETY FOR INVESTIGATIVE DERMATOLOGY 
SOCIETY FOR PEDIATRIC RESEARCH
SUMMIT '93 HEALTH COALITION
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, OFFICE FOR

CHURCH AND SOCIETY
UNITED HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, GENERAL

COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE 
UNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH MOVEMENT
VOTERS FOR CHOICE
WIDER OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN
WOMEN'S LEGAL DEFENSE FUND
ZERO POPULATION GROWTH
ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY



MESSAGE

A LENGTHY, DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC CAREER

April 6, 1995

Following, please find a compilation of common questions and sample responses on 
the following subjects:

Extreme right-wing opponents of a woman's right to choose will use any 
diversionary tactic in their arsenal to derail the nomination of Dr. Henry 
Foster. They want to take away a woman's right to choose and will try to 
make this a debate about abortion. Americans deserve a debate about 
the qualifications of one of the nation's leading physicians, whose 
nomination has earned strong support from the medical community 
around the country.

NOMINATION OF DR. HENRY FOSTER FOR SURGEON GENERAL 
Questions & Answers

• The "Credibility" Issue
• Abortion
• Sterilization
• Accreditation of Meharry Medical College
• The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment

As a respected scholar, an accomplished researcher, a practicing 
physician, and a medical school dean, Dr. Foster has published widely on 
a variety of subjects. A person of Dr. Foster's experience should be 
judged by the objectives he has pursued throughout the course of a 38- 
year career - not by distortions of his writings taken out of context.
• Dr. Foster has delivered thousands of babies.
• Dr. Foster has helped train hundreds of doctors, many of whom went 

on to serve the nation’s poor urban and rural communities.
• Dr. Foster started "Z Have A Future" - a community-based program 

to fight teen pregnancy by teaching abstinence and self-esteem - 
chosen by President Bush as one of America's 1,000 Points of Light.
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CREDIBILITY

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

ABORTION

CHARGE: Dr. Foster advocates the use of abortion as a means of contraception.

RESPONSE:

I'm concerned about the credibility of Dr. Foster and the White House. 
Different numbers have been tossed around, incorrect information was 
sent up to the Senate, there seems to have been an intent to deceive. 
Credibility is the real issue to me.

The real issues here are the outstanding qualifications of this 
nominee to serve as Surgeon General and the right of all American 
women to choose. Let those who would oppose Dr. Foster take on 
these issues honestly and publicly state their positions, rather than 
hiding behind the credibility smokescreen. If they refuse, their 
credibility becomes the issue.

There was absolutely no intent to deceive. Dr. Foster answered an 
initial question about the number of abortions he had performed by 
relying on his memory, without reviewing his entire record, and this 
was certainly a mistake. But to suggest that he dehberately lied 
about that record is outrageous and unfair. Dr. Foster is an honest 
physician and academic with a distinguished 38 year record of 
service. He was appointed to the Ethics Advisory Board for President 
Carter's Secretary of Health and is currently serving his second term 
on the Ethics Committee of the Nashville Academy of Medicine.

Dr. Foster has never advocated that abortion be used in place of 
contraception. In fact, Dr. Foster has repeatedly expressed his 
concern about the increased reliance on abortion over birth control 
measures. He believes abortion should be safe, legal, and rare, 
[continued]

The issue here is not "credibility" and the debate is not about 
numbers. The issue is the qualification of one of the nation's leading 
physicians to be Surgeon General and his support of a woman's right 
to choose. "Credibility" is a smoke screen -- thrown up by those who 
want to avoid taking a public stand on the abortion issue, but 
nonetheless want to destroy this nomination. And they make no 
bones about their strategy of diversion. The Republican Speaker of 
the House has openly advised his party to "never touch" the issues at 
hand -- specifically, abortion -- and keep trying to make this 
important debate about "dishonesty."

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 2



CHARGE: Dr. Foster is an abortionist.

RESPONSE:

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Dr. Foster believes that abortions should be safe, legal and rare. He 
beheves that when abortions are done, they should be performed in 
the safest manner possible. Therefore, as an expert in the field of 
maternal health, he supports research into safer methods, 
[continued]

Dr. Foster has promoted in-home abortions to make them more 
available as contraceptives.

Throughout his medical practice and distinguished career, Dr. Foster 
has promoted abstinence as the best way to prevent unwanted 
pregnancy. His life's work, as he has said repeatedly, has been 
dedicated to making sure young people don't have to face the choice of 
having abortions.

Dr. Foster does not equate any form of abortion with contraception. 
He has never promoted the use of in-home abortions, nor has he 
indicated such support in his writings.

BACKGROUND: Dr. Foster pubfished an article, "Contraceptives in 
Sickle Cell Disease," which examined the different reproductive 
options for women with sickle cell anemia. He acknowledged that 
abortion is viewed as a contraceptive in parts of Europe, but did not 
advocate the use of abortion as a contraceptive in the U.S.

Dr. Foster's life has been dedicated to preventing unwanted 
pregnancies and making sure young people don't have to face the 
choice of having abortions. Dr. Foster does believe strongly in the 
right of a woman to choose and echoes the President's belief that 
abortions should be safe, legal, and rare.

Dr. Foster is one of the nation's leading physicians -- a highly 
respected obstetrician/gynecologist and one of the leading medical 
educators in the country. In his distinguished 38-year career, Dr. 
Foster has delivered thousands of babies and instructed hundreds of 
young physicians.

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 3



CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Dr. Foster's promotion of abortion is evidence of the liberal mindset 
that encourages sexual promiscuity among young people and does not 
require them to take responsibility for their actions.

This is a total distortion. Dr. Foster has never promoted abortion. In 
fact, he has devoted much of his professional life and career to 
making sure none of his patients ever has to face that decision. Dr. 
Foster established a program in the housing projects of Nashville 
called "I Have a Future," which stresses abstinence as the best way to 
prevent unwanted pregnancy.

BACKGROUND: As Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Dr. Foster was the principal investigator at Meharry 
Medical College for an FDA-approved clinical trial -- conducted in 
many medical centers throughout the country - to test the efficacy 
and safety of an abortifacient suppository administered during early 
pregnancy. The trial was a research project conducted in an 
academic medical center, all medical procedures were performed in 
the hospital, and all patients were volunteers.

Through "Z Have A Future," Dr. Foster and his team help build the 
self-esteem of young men and women. By providing education and 
job opportunities, the program tells teens that they have futures full 
of positive options so its best to delay sex and pregnancy for a more 
appropriate time. In fact, Dr. Foster established this program 
because he found that most teen pregnancy programs were limited to 
advocating contraception, rather than empowering teenagers to take 
charge of their lives and consciously make other choices. Since many 
impoverished inner-city teenagers think their futures hold little hope 
other than having babies, Dr. Foster developed a program that 
addressed the desire to have a child, not just the capacity.

"I Have A Future" is a nationally recognized program that has 
received support from the Carnegie Corporation, the Tennessee 
Department of Health, and Bill and Camille Cosby. "I Have A 
Future's" approach to preventing teen pregnancy was recognized by 
President Bush in 1991 when he chose the program to be one of 
America's Thousand Points of Light.

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 4



STERILIZATION

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Dr. Foster has routinely encouraged sterilization of patients with 
sickle cell disease after they have been able to deliver a child.

Dr. Foster has performed hysterectomies to sterilize severely retarded 
women.

In the article, Dr. Foster stressed that "obstetricians and 
gynecologists must guard vigilantly against injudicious and 
indiscriminate removal of the normal uterus."

Dr. Arthur Caplan, Director of the Center for Bioethics at the 
University of Pennsylvania, said that Dr. Foster's article seemed 
keenly aware of the long history of abuse of surgical sterilizations. 
For its time, the article "represents an enlightened and cutting-edge 
opinion about the need of caution and care with respect to that form of 
surgical sterilization." [New York Times, 2/13/951

In 1976, when Dr. Foster wrote that he had performed hysterectomies 
on severely retarded women, the sterilization of severely mentally 
retarded women for hygienic purposes was within the medical 
mainstream. Medical theory and practice have changed in the 
intervening decades and Dr. Foster no longer accepts the sterilization 
of a severely mentally retarded woman as appropriate. Dr. Foster 
beheves strongly in the individual rights of the disabled.

BACKGROUND: Nineteen years ago, in 1976, Dr. Foster wrote an 
article saying he had recently "begun to use hysterectomy in patients 
with severe mental retardation." This was done to "eliminate the 
menses, which can be of significant hygienic benefit to those severely 
handicapped individuals."

Dr. Foster actively opposed routine sterilization of sickle-cell disease 
patients. He has encouraged counseling, screening, and patient 
management to enable women with this disease to have healthy 
babies. From the start of his medical career, Dr. Foster has 
conducted path-breaking scientific research on the diagnosis and 
treatment of sickle cell disease, improving both maternal and child 
survival rates.

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 5
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ACCREDITATION OF MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Meharry Medical College lost its accreditation during Dr. Foster's 
tenure.

It was clear in the 1991 decision that the quality of Meharry's 
residency programs was not the problem. David Denton of the 
Southern Regional Education Board said, "People shouldn't confuse 
the residency problems with the quality of teaching at Meharry. It 
has been very effective at getting its graduates licensed." In fact, 
Meharry has trained more black doctors than any other school in 
America, at one point providing over 40% of the nation's black doctors 
and dentists. It plays a key role in attracting minorities to medicine 
and providing doctors to poor urban areas and under-served rural 
towns.

Meharry Medical College never lost its accreditation. However, three 
of its ten medical residency training programs - including the ob/gyn 
residency program in June 1991 -- did lose their accreditation. At the 
time, they had insufficient patient volume and case diversity to 
provide adequate medical experience for their residents. As is true 
for many historically black hospitals, Meharry did not receive 
adequate public funding for the care it provided to uninsured 
patients and, without these funds, its patient volume declined.

Dr. Foster committed himself to doing everything in his power to 
preserve the vital role of one of the nation's foremost black hospitals. 
In 1992, he played a key role in a merger between Meharry and 
Nashville Metropohtan Hospital that is expected to increase patient 
volume and result in the reinstatement of these three residency 
programs. The merger was conditional upon the development of a 
top-ffight medical faculty, which Dr. Foster successfully recruited.

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 6
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TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

CHARGE:

RESPONSE: Dr. Foster has said that he first learned of Tuskegee Syphilis study 
in 1972 and was outraged. As President of the local medical society, 
he called its members together immediately to try to identify the 
infected men and get them treatment. He says that he has no 
memory of attending such a meeting in 1969, but knows that if he 
had heard of the study earlier, he would have demanded then that it 
be immediately stopped.

In fact, Broadus Butler, who was appointed by the Department of 
Health to investigate the study, concluded that: "What was clear from 
our review was that this was a federal government study from start to 
finish, with no input or participation from local Tuskegee doctors, 
Any effort to assign blame to the local doctors - many of whom 
weren't even aware of the study until the very end and then were not 
aware of the details -- is terribly misplaced."

It seems clear from many news accounts that Dr. Foster attended a 
1969 meeting of the Macon County Medical Society where the 
members of the society granted permission to continue the notorious 
Tuskegee syphilis study in which poor black men were experimented 
on. How can such a person be considered for the position of Surgeon 
General?

Dr. Foster was a young black doctor who had dehberately chosen to 
go Alabama to serve the very people he is being accused of neglecting. 
It is outrageous that groups who oppose Dr. Foster's nomination to 
achieve their own narrow goals circulate yet another wild allegation 
to turn attention away from the qualifications of one of the nation's 
leading physicians for this important position.

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 7



A LIFE-LONG RECORD OF SERVICE:
The Accomplishments Of Dr. Henry Foster

RESPECTED EDUCATOR - TAUGHT HUNDREDS OF MEDICAL STUDENTS:

In 1973, Dr. Foster was asked to chair the Department of Ob/Gyn at Meharry Medical 
College in Nashville, Tennessee -- because of his proven record in involving his doctors in 
the communities they served. For the past 21 years, Dr. Foster has helped train hundreds 
of America's finest medical practitioners at Meharry, which has produced nearly 40% of the 
nation's black doctors and dentists.
• Acting President of Meharry Medical College - from October 1993 until left for 

sabbatical in June 1994.
• Dean of School of Medicine and Vice President for Health Services. Meharry Medical 

College, 1990-1993
• Professor and Chairman, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Meharry Medical 

College, 1973-1990

HIGHLY TRAINED PHYSICIAN - DELIVERED THOUSANDS OF BABIES:

Dr. Foster is a highly trained obstetrician/gynecologist, who has delivered thousands of 
babies in his 38 years of medical practice.
• After receiving an undergraduate degree from Morehouse College in Georgia, he was 

accepted to medical school at age 20. He was the only African American in his medical 
school class at the University of Arkansas.

• After earning his Medical Degree in 1958, Dr. Foster did his internship at Detroit 
Receiving Hospital in Michigan and conducted residency training in Massachusetts and 
Tennessee.

• Dr. Foster served the United States as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force, stationed as a 
Medical Officer in Washington state from 1959 to 1961. He then served in the active Air 
Force Reserves in Boston, Massachusetts from 1961 to 1962.

MATERNAL AND INFANT CARE PROGRAM [Tuskegee, Alabama! - 
NEW IDEAS TO FIGHT INFANT MORTALITY IN THE RURAL SOUTH

• Dr. Foster is one of the nation's leading experts on, and advocates for, maternal and 
child health. Immediately after completing his medical training, Dr. Foster returned to 
the rural south and began his lifelong crusade against infant mortality. At that time, 
rural areas suffered from a shortage of doctors; many poor women had no access to 
health care until it was time to deliver their babies with midwives at home. To address 
Alabama's high level of infant mortality, Dr. Foster applied for a grant from the 
Department of Health to expand the Maternity and Infant Care Program at Tuskegee 
Institute, and directed the development of this program from 1970 - 1973.

• Dr. Foster developed a comprehensive approach to maternal and child health - 
involving teams of doctors, nurses, social workers and nutritionists - with the ambitious 
goal of preventing health problems in mothers and newborn children. The teams 
worked in the rural communities to reach women early in their pregnancies, identify 
those women with a high potential for complication, and ensure they received 
specialized attention throughout their pregnancy and following the birth, [continued]
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"HIGH RISK" YOUNG PEOPLE'S PROGRAM [Robert Wood Johnson Grantl- 
IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF TEENAGERS THROUGHOUT THE U.S.

• After working with the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to replicate his perinatal 
model, Dr. Foster was chosen by the Foundation to direct a multi-million dollar grant 
initiative to increase health care services for teenagers throughout the United States.

• This initiative targeted young people, aged 15 to 24, who lived in areas characterized by 
high rates of teen pregnancy, violence, drug and alcohol abuse, and mental illness 
Under Dr. Foster's guidance, 20 teaching hospitals developed comprehensive health 
programs to expand services for young people in their own communities, improve their 
health, and train doctors and nurses in the specialized care of high risk youth.

• Between 1982 and 1986, these programs provided health services to approximately 
306,000 young people. In addition, formal training in adolescent care was given to 115 
adolescent medicine fellows, 974 medical residents, and 753 graduate trainees in 
nursing, medicine, psychology, and social work.

• Dr. Foster’s approach was well ahead of its time, becoming a national model for 
regionalized perinatal care" -- a program involving extensive community outreach, 

specialized services for high risk women, and comprehensive care of mothers and 
infants both before and following birth. Primarily because of this pathbreaking work, 
Dr. Foster was elected to the prestigious Institute of Medicine.

"I HAVE A FUTURE" [Nashville, Tennessee! —
CURBING TEEN PREGNANCY THROUGH ABSTINENCE AND HOPE:

• In February 1987, Dr. Foster began a pioneering effort to reduce the number of teen 
pregnancies by stressing abstinence and improving self-esteem. Dr. Foster established 
"IHave A Future" because he found that most teen pregnancy programs were limited to 
advocating contraception, rather than empowering teenagers to take charge of their 
Eves and consciously make other choices. "I Have A Future" stresses job skills, 
education, and personal responsibility. Based in the housing developments it serves, 
the program involves parents and communities in advocating a strong anti-drug 
message, and teaching alternatives to violence and early sexual activity.

• The results speak for themselves. In one 30 month study comparing the two IHAF 
housing developments with two developments that didn't have the program, only one 
pregnancy has been recorded among the young women who took active part in the 
program, while 59 were registered in the comparison group.

• And, in 1994, twenty-four participants graduated from high school and sixteen -- 
including eight African American males - went on to two- and four-year colleges. Four 
other participants entered the armed forces.

• This nationally recognized program has received numerous awards - from groups such 
as the American Medical Association and the State of Tennessee House of
Representatives. President George Bush chose "I Have A Future" to be one of America's 
"Thousand Points of Light" in 1991.
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In 1992, Dr. Foster directed a process that helped save one of the nation's foremost 
black hospitals and medical training programs. Like many historically black hospitals, 
Meharry's Hubbard Hospital had been denied adequate public funding, which led it to 
lose patients. This threatened the viability of some of its residency training programs 
-- which play a vital role in attracting minorities to medicine and providing doctors to 
rural and inner-city communities.

In 1992, Dr. Foster played a key role in the merger of Meharry with Metropohtan 
General Hospital, an overcrowded city hospital which was looking for additional space 
and a newer facility. The merger was conditional upon the recruitment of a top-flight 
medical faculty, a successful process led by Dr. Foster. Through an extensive 
notification and screening process, Dr. Foster recruited 74 full-time physicians six 
weeks ahead of the deadline - in the face of skepticism by the political and medical 
communities that Meharry could achieve that goal.

"Dr. Foster led that recruitment and brought some outstanding physicians from around 
this country who were dedicated to the mission of Meharry to serve the underserved. . . 
Many people didn't believe we would be able to recruit people like that." Dr, John 
Maupin. President of Meharry [NPR, "All Things Considered,"2/17/95\

AWARDS: A LIFETIME OF ACHIEVEMENT:

• Elected to Institute of Medicine, 1972 [then one of youngest people ever elected]

• Man Of The Year, March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation, Nashville Chapter, 1982

• Faculty Award for Excellence in Science and Technology, first White House Initiative
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 9/25/88

• Meritorious Service Award, Mayor's Office of Drug Poficy, 3/14/93

• Honorary Degree, Doctor of Science, University of Arkansas, 5/15/93

• "Physician, Teacher and Scholar Award", National Medical Association, 8/10/93

MEHARRY HOSPITAL MERGER WITH METROPOLITAN GENERAL: 
A STUDY IN MANAGEMENT SKILLS, LEADERSHIP, AND VISION:
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PERSONAL HISTORY: MARRIED FOR 35 YEARS, TWO CHILDREN

EDUCATION/TRAINING: EXPERIENCED OBSTETRICIAN/GYNECOLOGIST

College 1954

1958

Internship 1958-59

Military 1959-61

Active Reserves, Air Force (Boston, MA)1961-62

Residency 1961-62

1962-65

MEDICAL PRACTICE: A THIRTY EIGHT YEAR CAREER

Tuskegee. AL
1965-73

1970-73

Nashville. TN
1973-90

1981-86 Director, High Risk Youth Program 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Director, Maternity and Infant Care Project 
Tuskegee Institute

Chief, Obstetrics and Gynecology
George W. Hubbard Hospital of Meharry Medical College

1933
1960
1962
1964

Professor and Chairman,
Dept, of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Meharry Medical College

Chief, Obstetrics and Gynecology
John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital 
Tuskegee Institute

Surgical Resident
Malden Hospital (Malden, MA)

Captain and Medical Officer, U.S. Air Force 
Larson Air Force Base (WA)

Ob/gyn Resident
George W. Hubbard Hospital (Nashville, TN)

Detroit Receiving Hospital
Wayne State University (Detroit, MI)

September 8, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas
St. Clair Anderson
Myrna Faye
Wendell, III

DR. HENRY FOSTER, JR., MD 
An Abbreviated Biography

B.S. Degree
Morehouse College (Atlanta, GA)

M.D. Degree
School of Medicine, University of Arkansas (Little Rock)

Born
Married
Children



,»

1990-93

10/93- 6/94

Washington, DC
Association of Academic Health Centers

POSITIONS: A MEDICAL LEADER

SERVICE: AN ACTIVE ROLE IN HIS COMMUNITY

AWARDS: A LIFETIME OF ACHIEVEMENT

2

Acting President
Meharry Medical College

Dean, School of Medicine and 
Vice President for Health Services 
Meharry Medical College

Advisory Committee, Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA, Nashville) 
"Success by Six" — A Family Life Enhancement Community Intervention 
Partnership 2000 — A City Planning Project for the Year 2000 and Beyond 
100 Black Men of Middle Tennessee, Inc.

Ethics Advisory Board, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 1978 
Member, former Governor Lamar Alexander's Task Force on Healthy Children 
(Chaired subcommittee on infant mortality)
President, Association of Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics [1993-94] 
Editorial Board, Academia, American Association of Medical Colleges [former] 
Examiner, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology [former]
Board Member, Planned Parenthood Federation of America
Board Member, March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation, Nashville Chapter 
Ethics Committee, Nashville Academy of Medicine
Council Member, Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences
National Medical Association, Executive Committee Member, Ob/Gyn Section

Elected to Institute of Medicine, 1972 [then one of youngest people ever elected] 
Man Of The Year, March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation, Nashville Chapter, 1982 
Faculty Award for Excellence in Science and Technology, first White House Initiative on 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 9/25/88
"I Have a Future Program" selected by President Bush to be one of America's "Thousand Points 
of Light," 3/15/91
Meritorious Service Award, Mayor's Office of Drug Policy, 3/14/93
Honorary Degree, Doctor of Science, University of Arkansas, 5/15/93
"Physician, Teacher and Scholar Award", National Medical Association, 8/10/93

1994-95
Senior Scholar-in-Residence

1987 Founded "Z Have A Future" Program to fight teen
pregnancy in two Nashville housing developments
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Oval Office Statement Upon Nomination, February 2, 1995

George Washington University, February 10,1995

First Baptist Church Capitol Hill, February 26, 1995

■
; lit

In my view, you can judge the character of a nation by the manner in which it treats 
its elderly and its children. There is nothing more stifling than a compromised 
beginning. We must assure healthier starts in the Eves of our children.

For the past 38 years, as a teacher, a university leader, and a practicing obstetrician/ 
gynecologist, I have dedicated my entire professional life to bringing healthy Eves into 
this world -- and helping people reach their fuU potential.

But aU is not lost. America is moving forward to confront both our health care crisis 
and the crisis of values that has led to too much irresponsible behavior. As your 
Surgeon General -- working with you and aH Americans --1 beheve that I can turn the 
smah ripples of success that we have produced into great waves of progress.

I have personaUy dehvered thousands and thousands of babies. .. And I have worked 
tirelessly to improve the health of newborns, unborns, and their mothers. When 
you've had the good fortune to participate in the miracle of birth as many times as I 
have, it is difficult to stand on the sidehnes and watch so many people wasting the 
precious gift of life . . .

I want to tell you, my friends, that I believe in what I have done with my life. I 
believe iri helping to bring healthy babies into this world. It is one of the 
greatest miracles a person can experience. I beheve in training fine young 
women and men to be doctors. I have encouraged them to serve the rural 
communities and inner city neighborhoods which have too many health 
problems and too little health care. I beheve in the work we have done together 
as a community to delay teen pregnancy - not just by telling our young people 
what they cannot do, but by showing them what they can do. They can make 
other choices. They can get an education. They can have a future. We have 
worked hand in hand on this and I beheve in what we've done.

■ ■; :: -
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H
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Sasha Bruce Foundation, March 3, 1995 »

To Medical Residents at Children’s Hospital, March 6,1995

This is a very exciting time. Our challenges are great, but so are our opportunities. In 
America, we are free to make our country as good in practice as in promise, and I 
beheve that working together we can do that.

As your Surgeon General I will have multiple responsibilities -- but the health needs 
of America's children will be one of my largest priorities.

It is trying to use science to heal and to educate - and to provide our communities and 
our society with the care they need when they need it. The Surgeon General's 
responsibility is to do this from the highest office. But it is also what all of you will do 
when you finish your training and serve the world as doctors. And it is what my 
former students practice every day.

I have seen first hand, what poverty, neglect, abuse, and lack of health care access can 
do to a young person. In crowded cities and in places you can't even find on a map --1 
have come face to face with real life and death challenges. . . Low birthweight babies 
born to mothers not yet old enough to drive a car. . . Low income women in the rural 
south with no access to prenatal care, and no one but a lay midwife at their side at the 
time of delivery.

It is no accident that I am an educator -- by practice and by preference -- and that the 
President has asked me to be Surgeon General. The role of Surgeon General -- a role 
critically important to our nation -- is that of an educator. To educate the American 
people about positive health activities to embrace, preventive health measures to 
adopt, and negative health measures to avoid. But in a sense it is what we do every 
day in our practice and in our teaching.

I know that these impediments not only stunt the growth of children, they inevitably 
stunt the growth of this nation. There is nothing more in the national self-interest 
than the protection and nurturing of our children. And I have devoted my entire 
career to this goal.
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Annual Meeting of APGO1 and CREOG2, March 8, 1995

National Newspaper Publishers Association, March 16, 1995

As chair of the Department of Ob/gyn at Meharry Medical College, I taught hundreds 
of young men and women who went on to become some of the nation's finest doctors. 
At Meharry, we encourage our medical students to seek out those areas where health 
needs are high and resources low. All Americans deserve the best doctors available, 
and we tell our students that it is the highest calling of the medical profession to serve 
those whom others may have forgotten.

One of the main reasons we started this program was because back then, too many 
programs simply gave teenagers contraceptives, without giving them a vision of a 
successful future. That wasn't enough. Programs that provide the capacity to prevent 
pregnancy will fail unless they also create the desire to prevent pregnancy. Too many 
children today beheve their future holds little for them except having babies. For 
adolescents, that’s a dead-end dream and we have got to replace it with a dream of 
hope and unlimited achievement. That’s what I Have a Future is all about. Having a 
future.

Let me repeat, the role of the Surgeon General -- first and foremost -- is to educate and 
to advocate. By temperament and training, I am a teacher. In addition to being a 
doctor for 38 years, I have run a major health sciences center, comprised of four 
schools: medicine, dentistry, allied health, and graduate studies.

We started the I Have a Future teen pregnancy prevention program at Meharry 
Medical College back in 1987. Anchored in Nashville’s public housing projects, this 
program brings services for teenagers into their communities, where they can become 
a part of the fabric of their daily life. And we involve the entire community. 
Everybody - from parents and grandparents to clergy and business leaders to 
volunteers and local government - has a role to play.

We stress abstinence first and foremost. But - most important - we give young 
people reasons to want to postpone early sexual activity. We try to give our young 
people the self-esteem and self-respect and life options that they need to say “no” to 
sex and “yes” to their education and futures. .. And it’s working. Just last year, 24 of 
the program participants graduated from high school. And 16 of these young people 
are now in college, while four others joined the Armed Forces.

1 Association of Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics
2Council of Residency Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology
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April 3, 1995

Dear Dr. Brown:

Drug and alcohol abuse are also connected intimately to so much of the violence that 
is tearing at our country's social fabric. Substance abuse is involved in an estimated 
50 percent of domestic violence cases and an even greater percentage of child abuse 
and neglect situations. Adolescent deaths from violence and automobile accidents are 
disproportionately related to alcohol and drug abuse. And the overall cost to the 
economy of drug and alcohol abuse is nearly $170 billion annually.

I am deeply concerned, as I know you are, by the recent increases in illegal drug usage 
by young people, as indicated by the Monitoring the Future Survey. There has been a 
resurgence of favorable reference to illegal drug use in popular culture and, at the 
same time, a marked reduction in news coverage of the drug problem. I have seen the 
terrible harm drugs do to our nation's youth. It is dear that the primary role of the 
Surgeon General is to educate and I will make it a high priority in this role to send the 
message to young people and to their parents that drugs are dangerous and deadly. I 
will use my bully pulpit to join you in re-enlisting community leaders from all walks of 
life to come together in sending a renewed message about the corrosion and chaos that 
come from drug abuse.

Dr. Lee Brown
Director
Office of National Drug Control Policy
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, DC 20500

Hence the stakes are high. And we need to understand that, for too many of our 
young people who come to abuse drugs or alcohol, the abuse is a symptom of other 
problems - either in their own families or in their own perception that their future 
lacks opportunities and possibilities, or both. Community coalitions and community 
partnerships to prevent substance abuse are vital, but we need to understand that 
helping families function better and making sure that positive future opportunities 
are available are also essential parts of the agenda.

Thank you for the excellent meeting which we had recently to discuss the enormous 
challenges involved in confronting the serious problem of drug abuse. You have 
provided outstanding leadership on this issue and I look forward to joining you and 
working with you. Your leadership is helping Americans to understand that 
treatment, prevention, and research are vital components of an effective strategy 
against substance abuse. Our strategy must reflect a genuine balance which combines 
strong law enforcement with determined efforts to reduce the demand for illegal 
drugs.



I look forward to working with you on this great challenge.

Sincerely,

Henry W. Foster, Jr., M.D.

That is what we tried to do in 1987 when parents in the Nashville housing projects 
told us that drug and alcohol abuse was the biggest problem their teenagers faced. 
We established the I Have A Future program -- based in the housing projects where 
the teens live -- involving the entire community in teaching a strong anti-drug 
message. Parents and teachers and clergy work together to communicate values - 
teaching our young people responsibility and self-respect, and showing them the 
damage to their communities, their families, and their futures that can result from 
drug abuse. Most important, we raise their self-esteem and teach them skills - so 
that drugs do not seem an attractive choice, or their only choice. Before they use 
drugs to block out the pain of their present, we offer them hope for their future. I 
know that communities all over the country can come together in the same way and 
fight this problem that threatens us all.

I am emboldened at the prospect of joining an Administration that believes in a policy 
which combines intelligent law enforcement with investments in prevention, 
treatment, and research. As one example, this Administration's commitment to 
innovative drug courts represents exactly the kind of partnership between law 
enforcement and public health that we need to have if we're going to make any 
progress in reducing the levels of drug and alcohol abuse. Drugs like cocaine, heroin, 
and marijuana are illegal and should remain illegal. There should be no question 
about that. The question should be how do we obtain an adequate investment in 
everything that we need to be doing to help solve the problem.

We know that real prevention - such as the I Have A Future program -- works. 
Equally important, we know that treatment works. Recovering drug abusers and 
alcoholics are the first to say that their personal commitment to recovery is crucial, 
but treatment -- in different forms and approaches for different people - makes a huge 
difference. However, treatment can only work if we invest sufficient resources to 
make it available to those who need it. I will join you in educating policy makers at 
all levels that investing in treatment is cost-effective. You and I know this, but those 
of us who know the facts have not been as effective as we would like to be in 
communicating them to those who make decisions about these critical matters.

Letter To Director Lee Brown 

April 3, 1995

Page 2
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to serve the disadvantaged, Meharry

experi-

I

I

substance

I

1

youth population.

Have A Future, • < 
in our communities —

Background
As part of its historic mission

I

I

contrary, it is often viewed as an enhancement.

Meharry Medical College

i
i

As the nation's only historically black, independent academic 
health services center, Meharry has a long history of communitv 
concern and involvement. Thus, Meharry has taken this opportunity 
o develop model programs which provide life-enhancement expert-

T™65 t0 adolescents while preparing
ff°^2°nalS t0 address relevant issues associated with the

__ The Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology has initiated "I

a program which addresses a burgeoning problem 
ies - ■ adolescent pregnancy. Frequently, life-threat-

I
I 
I
1I

!

faced by the teenage father, families and the 

pregnancy impose an imperative for 

(or decision-making wMe

Program Description
The major thrust of this longitudinal, research-intervention project is 
to develop a model program to prevent teenage pregnancy, subsume 
abuse, and unemployment Since 1987, the Department of Obstetrics ’ 
and Gynecology of Meharry Medical CoUege has developed and 
instituted a comprehensive community-based adolescent pregnancy 

mUniCipal devests

H JhTS11? effOr? £ prevent teenage Pre8nancy have focused on 
givmg adolescents the capacity to control their fertility. It has been 

pregIT^ fertility rates that many high-risk youth are 
not being reached effectively. Economically disadvantaged adoles­
cents withTittle hope and limited aspirations frequently cannot 
understand that having a baby can adversely affect their lives. To the

h^ Si ‘TTi famiheS comrnunity as a whole,
inn<?vatXuhS
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I
presenting positive alternatives for the future. Subsequently, the
program attempts to address the issues surrounding adolescent

• To provide greater access to, and increase utilization of.

d

I Have a Future

dSX15 £ eTedunrig die times that they are most accessible to all adolescents 
(without sbgmabzmg school dropouts) through an adjunct program 

t° 'he famiUeS ‘° taCTease °PPOrt^es for

, r? thl,C°"teXt °f the ra"8e °f situations that character-

as within specific interventions.

Setting
The "I Have A Future" program is located within the municipal 

duZ hTT* S 'T6 *he ^oIIowing: (a) Provision of services 
ar.most aaessib1' to >n adolescents

^.to mcrease opportunities for tater-

ize life in the public housing projects?

2 --------------------------------- ----------------

system based in the community. Both tadividual andpou^nterv  ̂

tions are used to meet the following project objectives-
• To develop a replicable community-based, life^enhancement pro­
gram that promotes a significant reduction in the incidence of earlv 
Vrc£nancv And L.‘_1_ —2-1 . J 1 •'

■' to personal

I I

project itself — "I Have A Future" — is based on this premise.

Project Objectives
The "I Have A Future" program incorporates a two-pronged delivery

and delinquency rates.
• To enhance the ability of high-risk adolescents to

Those who have been at the forefront in the battle to delay earlv 
pregnancy and childbearing advocate enhancing self-image and

pregnancy and childbearing among high-risk adolescents.

I

hensive adolescent health services and social 
contraceptive availability.

compre-
services, including

pregnancy from a broader psychosocial context. Success then rests on 

*their? 10 “ntrol. The name of the

• To improve socially adaptive/appropriate behaviors with particu-

Znru™^ ""1' Pre-V°Cali0"al development,

• To enhance the ability of high-risk adolescents to overcome envi­
ronmental barriers in attaining the skills necessary to pursue mean- 
S^ZmZ£’nd ed“Cat‘°M1 OPPortunrees with the promise 

•To engender a more positive self-concept and constructive attitude 
towards community, family life and the future.

nLobjactive bas be®' torther delineated such that components 

sP^cally via baseline-pre/post-measures as well

of upward mobility.

towards community, family life and the future.
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Target Population
The participants in this program are from four public housing sites. 
Two sites receive the intervention and the others are considered 
control sites. Baseline data have been collected from all four sites. 

Prior to the delivery of services, a "Quality of Life Needs 
Assessment" was conducted with 497 heads-of-households of homes 
which had youth between the ages of 10 and 17 residing in them. The 
assessment was designed to gather demographic information, resi­
dents' perception of problems impacting on the youth, community 
needs and ideas on how to resolve existing problems. Of the 497 
completed surveys, we found that the majority of the respondents 
were females (87%), single head-of-households (83%), of African 
American origin (98%). Over one-half (58%) of the respondents 
completed high school, however, seventy-one percent were unem­
ployed. Seventy-nine percent of the families had an annual income of 
less than $5,000, however, only sixty-five percent received supple­
mental financial assistance. The participants reported the following 
problems as most pervasive: Drug and alcohol abuse (92%), adoles­
cent pregnancy (76%), crime (48%), and youth unemployment (44%). 
Most importantly, seventy-seven percent of the participants indicated 
their willingness to be part of a program that strengthens families. 
This information was important, for it reflects the communities' com­
mitment to work at improving their quality of life and their support 
for a community-based intervention program.

Meharry Medical College
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week, with the clinics emphasizing primary health care and health <

incentives and vehicles for discussion.
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Activities with structured educational and behavioral obiectiv, 
offered to "I Have A Future" participants. Emphasis is nn rr»a 

awareness, nutrition and personal responsibility.
It is critical that the programming be age-appropriate since the 

target population spans the ages of 10 to 17. While the curriculum 
focuses on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors for ah groups the

Description of Services
The program is designed to assist adolescents in learning good health 

J components

fanuly-hfe vaiues Appropriate parenting. The adolescents are divided 
mto mixed gender groups. Groups serve as the operating-structure for 
a majonty of the programming, with specific activities serving as 

ICPnhvps anH ___ r_  ®

practice and making positive choices. The basic service co^ilCilL 
are delivered in the context of the following areas of concentration:

Comprehensive Health Services
Currently, services are provided by the staff of the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology of Meharry Medical CoUege at "I Have A 
Future" clinics within the housing projects. Services are provided each 
week, with the clinics emphasizing primary health care and health 
screenings (e.g., physical examinations and lifestyle assessments) and 
on-going health services (e.g., screening for sexually transmitted 
diseases, pregnancy tests and distribution of contraceptives).

Organized Social-Learning Activities
Activities with structured educational and behavioral objectives are 
offered to I Have A Future" participants. Emphasis is on creativity 
physical awareness, nutrition and personal responsibility.

It is critical that the programming be age-appropriate since the 
target population spans the ages of 10 to 17. While the curriculum 
focuses on knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors for all groups, the 
emphasis is on behaviors for the older adolescent group (14 to 17). 

The primary value orientation of the program focuses on the inte­
gration and implementation of the NGUZO SABA Principles (Seven 

Pnn<SeS °j B a<^kness) mto participant's role as a positive fanuly 
member and in their practice of responsible health behavior These 
pnnaples are: NIA (Purpose), UMOJA (Unity), KUJICHAGULIA 
J mUJIMA (CoUective Work and Responsibility) 

Economics)' KUUMBA (Creativity) and

AB aspects of the program promote the following: Self-esteem and
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Pro-Sodal Skills Development
(Focusing on good decision-making and 
problem-solving with special emphasis on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention) 

Conflict Resolution Training/
Violence Prevention

Creative Movement/Dance
Sports
Tutoring
Family-Life Education
Self-defense class
Computer Skills
Outings
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Examples of on-going and planned activities:

CHARM Class for Females 
(Choosing How To Adorn 
& Refine Myself) 

MATURE Class 
(Males Adorning, Thinking 
and Using Refined Energies) 

Rites of Passage Program 
Art Classes
Entrepreneurship Program 

(Includes Pre-employment 
Training)

Peer Counseling 
Opportunities
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Parent Involvement

Program,

abUse t0 Pn™'

effectiveness s^O^er ^'^l"  ̂“d P’™‘

The "I Have A Future"

Evaluation

>n sites
area

and psychosocial matur-

Baseline data collection was

of data collection
1991.

very

c

to make them feel 

•werment

team that
- f 

community

ly active females indi-

/ Have a Future

I
!
I

X 
%

includes ^ctoloX

sites located at two public h^ng^g^ mterve^
located at two other housing proilX iS v d COmPanson sites 
area. All four sites are 3E? Nfshvifle metropolitan 

of the youth between the ages of 10 S? aSSesSments
minimum of three vear. conducted for a
meats for meSSnTtao^"?* ^Mudes instru- 

sexuality, contraception &nd related to
concept —sofseb-

r ’r d-— 
study group, 443 control (555
was completed in 1990. The third ° data coUecti°n

Preliminary a^lvs^nf^u

mately seventy-five percent of the yo^th who^ m^ate that aPProxi- 
have engaged in sex^l interco^Con^cX: I-1' °ld 
poor and aventy-seven percent^XTaX^^.

6 ' ‘ - ------------ --------- ------------------- -----

sta on increasing their effectiveness to the ba^ ±,Xlm.Pha

ertecuveness skills. Other parenhfocused artviH^ 7 a P1 
appreciation nights, spaghetti dinners, weigT^X^X,

Staffing
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definite need for intervention.

/*

Future" Advisory Committee.

National and local advi

and^andCa^eCosby.

Have A Future" staff is available for technical

Meharry Medical College
7

knowledge and attitudes.

Community Support

Zd < ^intervenaon sites are moni-

vention each youth at the intervention sites received.

— - ——— - w* »

achieving the goals of "I Have A Future" 
r

Have A Future

section of otjanizadons, insttations and d'isdpiSsSt inXratn 
planning and act as advocates for "I Have A Future." ?

These
, ------------- — are most

deSired °U,COmeS' ta

and the local community centers. 
-------visory committees, representing a cross-

H , c ^uy- ine Tennessee Department of MentalHealth and Retardation has funded the Parent Empowerment Pr^

The "I Have A Futurer 
menl

The "I
assistance in such areas

ai least once da,a indi“K a

In addition to the annual assessments at the intervention and 

comparison sites, a process evaluation is incorporated in the evalu- 
te"IiS’vT-h"andtype°f services provided t0-TOUth bv 
the I Have A Future" program m the intervention sites are moni- 

, ™.1^a^.WiU.be 1156(3 tO determine how much inter-

also be used to determine which services were the mos^effective in01 

achieving the goals of "I Have A Future".

a p' Ere'« nd P05^5 have 5660 developed for each of the "I 
”er^tt th^ content-°rie^ed modules. These tests are admini­
stered at the beginning and the end of each of the modules 
data have been used to refine the modules so that they

gram.

as program planning, implementation and evaluation strategies. ~ ’

T asso^ations at a11 housing projects are actively involved in 
Fut^TviS^Z^^"1^are on the A

both :



I

a

/

I

8 I Have a Future

<

I
I

I

I

t
!

Contact:
MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE 

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
"I Have A Future" program 

1005 D.B. Todd Blvd. 
Nashville, Tennessee 37208

(615) 327-6100

Henry W. Foster, M.D., Director
Lorraine Williams Greene, Ph.D., Deputy Director
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TRANSCRIPT BY:

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT.

DR. FOSTER: (Applause.) Thank you, Dr. Kaminitsky (ph), thank 
you and the George Washington University administration for inviting 
me. And, Alan (sp), I thank you for your gracious introduction and 
your wise pronouncements that were so accurate. I wish they had been
incorrect.

that. (Laughter.) And keep up the good work. So now you understand 
I feel like I have a tough battle ahead of me as you did as your team.

- More -

COPYRIGHT-IS NOT CLAIMBD AS TO ANY PART OF-THE ORIGINAL WORK
°"IC“ °R “ * “»

But it is a pleasure to be here at this prestigious university 
that has contributed so much. But most of all, you, the students, all 
of you in your various capacities, in your academic choosings, you are 
our future health care workforce. I’m honored to be before you and I 
thank you for coming.

Now, you guys gave me a lot of inspiration; you don't know how. 
But nobody expected your men's basketball team to upset the number one 
team in the nation, but you did. (Applause.) So I know — and 
particularly since my alma mater was number one and U Mass had beaten 
them earlier in the season, so I was very delighted and happy with 
that. (Laughter.) And keen un the aood unrir.

FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE
620 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20045

THZ "O’ MTXLXMZD WTB

REMARKS BY DR. HENRY FOSTER, SURGEON GENERAL NOMINEE; GEORGE WASHINGTON 
MEDICAL SCHOOL, WASHINGTON, DC / FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1995
GW—10—01 page/ 1

dest-notvpol, ussurgen, abort, popcont, womenrts, hl th, hither 
data

xt fitting that the president announced his intent to nominate 
me for the position of surgeon general on February 2nd, Groundhog Day. 
(Laughter.) That's the day if the groundhog sees its shadow we know 
we're in for six more weeks of winter, but if the groundhog doesn't 
see it, we know that spring is just around the corner. I feel a 
little bit like that groundhog because ever since February 2nd, when 
President Clinton and Secretary Shalala publicly called me to service 
the descriptions of myself and my work that I have read in the 
newspapers, seen on television, have cast an unrecognizable shadow of 
the man that I really am. Yes, I see a shadow, but it's not my 
shadow. And that means spring is just around the corner.

COPYRIGHT 1995 BY FEDERAL NEWS SERVICE GROUP, INC., WASHINGTON. 
DC 20045, USA. NO PORTION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT MAY BE COPIED, SOLD OR 
RETRANSMITTED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL NEWS SKRVTC3 
GROUP, INC. Aus
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you.

- More -

So you might be wondering, well why do I want thia job? well let 
me tell you, if you’ve been listening to the news lately you may have 
gotten the wrong idea about my professional career. I have been a 
doctor for 38 years. I have run a major health sciences center 
comprised of four schools — medicine, dentistry, allied health and 
graduate studies. In 1972, as Dr. Weingold (sp) said, I was very 
fortunate, I was elected into the Institute of Medicine of the 
National Academy of Sciences. I was the youngest member ever at that 
time. I founded the award-winning -I Have a Future" program, which 
was recognized by the nation and by President Bush as one of the 
Thousand Points of Light.

I am also a husband of 35 years this week — (applause) — thank 
And the father of a son and daughter, in fact, a daughter who

lives in this area and teaches middle school science. For the past 38 
years, as a teacher, a university leader and a practicing 
obstetrician/gynecologist, I have dedicated my entire professional 
life to bringing healthy lives into this world and helping people

1 h*” ttou.uxi.

the DeP«tme°t o* Ob/Gyn at Meharry, I taught more 
than 1,500 medical students who came under my tutelage durino their 
basic rotation. Founded 119 years ago, Meharry is among the nation’s 
^ine8t teaching institutions. (A single person applauds, followed by 
laughter.) And I have worked tirelessly to improve the health of new­
borns, unborns, and their mothers and their families.

. ._..when you’ve had the good fortune to participate in the miracle of 
birth as many times as I have, and I know some of you, it is difficult 
to stand on the sidelines and watch so many people wasting the 
precious gift of life. It is difficult to look around America today 
and see so much needless suffering because of the lack of knowledge 
about prevention, or a lack of access and utilization of guality 
health care, or the lack of those basic values that prevent violence 
or abuse from taking root.

lo,t* Ainerica moving forward to confront both 
our health crisis and the crisis of values that has led to too much 
irresponsible behavior. As your surgeon general, working with you and 
all Americans, I believe that I can turn the small ripple of success, 
as manifested by the "I Have a Future" program that — to will 
Produce into great waves of progress on a national level. I believe 
that I can help empower more people to reclaim the power over their 
own lives; that I can help inspire people in comnunities all across 
tnis nation to put a stop to dangerous and destructive behaviors; that 
I can help draw more attention to the tragic public health problems 
facing us, from the epidemic of violence to the spread of ains to the 
terrible problem of substance abuse. The biggest tragedy is that 
these conditions are largely preventable, and the deaths they cause 
are so often unnecessary.

In his announcement of my nomination, the president thanked me 
for taking on this difficult task of public service at a time when 
public service sometimes is done at a very high price. I thought I 
knew what he meant at the time, but after the past week, I really know 
what he means nowl 1
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know.

- More -

Take violence, for example, 
eradicate this scourge and prevent ite recurrence.
Americane are victime of violent injury each 
were
Unbelievable.
unnecessary injury and death

Which brings me to the issue that the president asked me to place 
at the top of my agenda — teen pregnancy. And I want to coromend the 
president in the strongest terms for his role in turning the nation's 
spotlight on this unacceptable problem. All of the afflictions that I 
have just mentioned —. violence, drug use, AIDS — all of them are 
linked to the unacceptably high teen pregnancy rate in this country. 
Early sex and early pregnancy eo often are linked either as a cause or 
a consequence of violence, drug use, AIDS, poverty and so many other 
negative outcomes. Every day — listen — every day, 8,400 teenagers 
become sexually active. And every day, 2,781 teenagers get pregnant. 
This translates into 116 pregnancies an hour, 24 hours a day. This is 
bad for the teens and even worse for their children. We know that 
children born to teenagers are more likely to have serious health 
problems and are more likely to be poor. We know that about 80 
percent of our children born to teenage parents who dropped out of 
high school now live in poverty.

I believe that we have the power to
At least 2,200,000 

_______ ___________ ___ In 1992, there
more than 37,000 firearm-related deaths in this country. 

Escalating violence in America causes not only
unnecessary injury and death, it is also a major cause of 
disintegration and the hopelessness that pervade so many of our 
cooxnunities. We can dig at the root causes of this epidemic and we 
can weed it out, we can extinguish its existence. I know we can. And 
it's going to — but it's going to take time — communities working 
together.

Then there's drug and alcohol abuse. A growing number of our 
young people are using illicit drugs and ruining their chances to grow 
into healthy and productive adulthoods. Recent surveys by the 
Department of Health and Human Services confirm that for three years 
in a row now, the use of marijuana and other drugs in Sth, 10th and 
12th grade students has actually risen. At the same time, we see an 
increase in the number of older drug users who are showing up in 
emergency rooms. We've got to do a better job at drug prevention, 
sending clear, consistent, anti-drug messages, listening to our young 
people, helping them form positive goals, and giving them the support 
they need to achieve them.

And then there's AIDS. The Centers For Disease Control and 
Prevention has revealed that in 1993, AIDS overtook accidents as the 
number one killer of men in this nation between the ages of 25 and 44 
— automobile accidents, everything else, violence. AIDS. And just 
this week, the World Health Organization reported that HIV cases are 
rising fastest among women, and especially young girls and 
adolescents. While we are still searching for a cure, we know how to 
prevent the spread of HIV, and we must not be timid in sharing what we 

The knowledge we have about preventing AIDS has the power to 
save millions of lives. You will have the chance to save millions of 
lives. The key is to commit ourselves not only to talking the talk, 
but to walking the walk of prevention.
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- More -

If we want to prevent teen pregnancy, we must offer our young 
people more than Blogana and dependency. We must offer them something 
that's worth more than gold. We must offer them a quality education, 
a full array of health services, and enhanced self-esteem and life 
options. Too many children today believe their only hope is haying 
babies. Any of you who read Leon Dash's (sp) award-winning series 
when he lived in Anacostia, 13-, 14-, 15-year-old girls, their goal is 
to try and got pregnant. Xven the fellows didn't want them pregnant, 
What a tragedy when a 13-year-old or a 14-year-old has nothing else to 
look for at that particular juncture of her life. That's a daad-^nd 
dream having babies at that age. We've got to replace it with a d^»»m 
of hope and unlimited achievement.

We got a grant from the state where each kid was given so much money. 
They had to set up a bank account, they made T-shirts and did all 
kinds of things to make money, and they learned how to balance their 
checkbooks. This is important for people who live in the inner citv 
and youngsters who just don't see this.

The kind of skills development and character building is not only 
important for girls and young women, but our research is showing us 
more and more — I don't know why we would think differently — it is 
also critically important for boys and young men. We have to take the 
time to understand all. the unique aspects of young people's lives, 
building up their self-esteem, telling them we believe in them, and 
believing we believe in them, but not simply treating them as a 
collection of problems. That's what we have done with our I a
Future program, and it works.

Row let me just give you one other little nuance of the type of, 
I think, cultural sensitivity that's needed. Whether you go into the 
barrio or whether you go into Miami or if you go into Appalachia, you 
must have a cultural sensitivity. I'm deviating from my text just 
momentarily. When we started this program, we had a job readiness  
(it still is ?) — component, where we prepare kids how to learn to go 
out and get jobs, but the one thing that I told our staff that we 
would never do, we would never tell these young kids that the way they 
spoke was wrong or bad, for to do so requires of them to reject a part 
of themselves and their culture, their grandmother. That's their 
culture, it causes them to reject it.

Let’s think about it. A lot of you are in medical school. I 
know some of you are in the other allied health professions. But what 
is communication? Well, physiologically, you take in some air in the 
chest, you tense the vocal coras, you use the diaphragm and expel, and 
a sound comes out that hits the tympanic membrane and the malleus, 
incus and stapes, acoustic nerve, goes into the brain. (Laughter.) 
All this happens very quickly, and somebody -- that's all it is, I 
mean,«if you're communicating. But I know you're wondering, "Well,
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You are not qualified to be surgeon

That was a nice break, I tell

pr oar am. First, we equip aaoie»cens» ,--------- ’
need about health, human sexuality and drug and alcohol use, so they

And let me deviate from the text

- More -

(Laughter, applause.) Thank you. I 

(Laughter.)

DR. FOSTER: The program involves entire —

AUDIENCE MEMBER: (Inaudible) Jocelyn Elders — (inaudible) 
and you're opposed to that. You are not qualified to be surgeon 

general.

venueS1^?^?:™;!!1^
projects. This term I called ~ I .aid, -What you young 

people have to do now, you must become bilingual. You must learn 
operative English." That's how we do it in a positive way- . .
(Applause.) That's how you do it. You learn —that's what Hispanics 
have to do if they speak Spanish as their Jq®7
shouldn't reject their language. This is what you have to do, 
operative English. You know, wo tell th— you don't "ax for a job, 
you "ask" for a job. (Laughter.) But we do that. Maybe you do that 
if you work in the post office. (Laughter.)

We know — (laughter) — we know only one of the programs -- hear 
this, this is really important. We know — and I had to tell my 
staff, they kept saying there was only one pregnancy — we only know 
of one pregnancy that have occurred in the  -Q
Participated in our program between 1988 and 1991, compared to 59 
pregnancies in the other two demographically similar national housing 
projects, where the "I Have a Future" program is not offered.

That's a philosophy that embodies the "I Have a Future" Program that 
we started at Meharry Medical College back in 1987. Our approach is 
to expand adolescent health care programs beyond the schools and bring 
them into the communities directly, where they can become a part of 
the fabric of everyday life. Our program is anchored in Nashville s 
public housing projects, right in the middle of the housing projects, 

smack in the middle.

With respect to sexuality, the emphasis first and foremost is 
always placed on abstinence. Don't many people get pregnant 
practicing abstinence. The program —

AUDIENCE MEMBER: • (Inaudible) *— support condom distribution in 

school.

DR. FOSTER: It's okay.
missed the punch line.
you. (Applause.)

The program involves the entire families and the total social 
matrix of the surrounding coanunity. Everybody from parents to 
grandparents, to politicians and volunteers, and from clergy to 
business leaders, has a role to play. There are three parts to the 
program. First, we equip adolescents with the basic information they 
need about health, human sexuality and drug and alcohol use, so they 
understand the benefits of abstinence and the consequences of early 
sexual activity and other risky behaviors.

second, « provide . c»preh.n.lv. errey of .dol..c.»tj>..ltb 

services with a focus on abstinence, x—-- —
just a moment.
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■uccass

My opponents say that this nomination is about abortion. X havededicated my entire career to taking all medical steps to meet the 
“y *nd that includes performing illegal abortions

Jj®" • necessary legal abortions when it's necessary. Legal 
abortions. (Applause.) It's the law of the land. (Applause?) I 
believe in the right of a woman to choose, and I also support the 
president's belief that abortion should be safe, legal and rare.
(Applause.)

- More -

And third and most important, we help young people enhance their 
life options through activities that improve their job skills, self- 
reliance and self-esteem. For example, the youth entrepreneurial 
component of our program helps teenagers learn more about themselves 
and about the world of work and empowering them to start business and 
conmunitles •

And just last year — I was so proud of this — I conducted the 
n Meharry this year as its acting president.

Sixteen --sixteen students of our 24 program participants who 
graduated from high school last year have gone on to college. I have 
an insert put into the commencement brochure of the 119th — 18th

encoux&gxn^• * J

Those of you who really want to see how this program is 
configured, I would refer you to the Journal of Health Care for the 
Poor and Underserved, Volume I, Number 1. You can see all of the 
components and how it is configured. In some cases that means access 
to birth control. Wait a minute. Hey, it access to birth
control, in some. It's a whole — (laughter) — spectrum, we provide 
the spectrum — not narrow, that won't get it — with a very strong 
emphasis on parental and community involvement. That really is the 
bedrock of this, it has to be holistic, it really does. We no longer 
treat patients; they're families, they're part of a matrix, they're’ 
interdependent•

teenage well-being a real priority, and I believe this kind of 
is possible in any community, every community.

Let me be a bit clearer. As surgeon general, I will work to 
empower local coumunities to develop comprehensive programs that fit 
their individual needs, what works in Nashville may not work 
completely in Chicago or Charlotte. It will be up to local 
communities to decide ultimately what is best for them. The 
administration and I are congruent in our emphasis on abstinence, 
linked° 1 bGliev® that Abstinence and aspiration are inextricably
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It was prophetic in a way.

And the steady increase in the use of seat belts, brought on in great 
part by children. Mama, daddy, faster, your seat belt.

tie.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)

# # # fr #

She thought and said, Well, 
Which was quite right.

it. <
general, : have’been in the fight of ray life. 

<
here who support

And just last yssx — X was so proud of this — I conducted the 
graduation careaoniea at Meharry thia ysar aa it* acting praaidant. 
Sixteen — sixteen student* of our 24 progru participant* who 
graduated free high school last year haee gone on to college. X have 
an insert put into th* connencamer.t brochure ot the 119th — 18th 
ccaMnceawnt of Kahaxry had all their naaes and where they were going 
to college and what they were doing. And eight of than were African- 
American nalea; eight of them were African-American feaalaa. These 
are kid* that axe at Fi*k, Middle Tennessee State University, Skarritt 
College (*p), Austin Peay, Belmcnt, and it's really, really very 
encouraging.

And of course that's what we knew, we've got to substitute 
something else. One of the reasons I hope it is because there are so 
many positive trends out there. That's why I'm hopeful, I'm sanguine. 
Like the steady decline in smoking over 20 years. And I don't think 
many in this group are smokers, I'll bet that. The steep decline in 
the numbers of people drinking and driving, it's been a real decline.

Americans are demonstrating that with quality leadership we can 
make headway on major public health problems if we put our minds to 
it. Since the president asked me to take on the job of surgeon 
—al, I hove boon in the fight of ray life. I am standing strong, 

and I appreciate the strong support of tne president and all of those 
I appreciate your support.

And the irony, after the debate, is my life work has been 
dedicated to making sure that young people don't have to face the 
choice of abortions. To do this, we have put life's possibilities 
within the reach of these young people. Because when I was reading, 
«aj asked my wife, I said. Why is it that at the time 96 17-year-olds 
and younger in this country per thousand get pregnant every year, 9.6, 
and in Japan it's only 7.7 per thousand? Cl 
they -- probably they're doing something else.

One thing I know: My fight is no tougher than the one I am 
asking all of you to join; chat's the fight to improve the health of 
all Americans to prevent teenage pregnancy. I am. eager to get to 
work, because there is so much to be done. I won’t hesitate to call 
cn each and every cne of you for help. These are our children. They 
need all of our help.



MESSAGE

Extreme right-wing opponents of a woman's right to choose will use any
diversionary t nrrir in their power to derail the nomination of Dr. Henry

February 19, 1995

Following, please find a compilation of common questions and sample responses on 
the following subjects:

NOMINATION OF DR. HENRY FOSTER FOR SURGEON GENERAL 
Questions & Ansiuers

As a respected scholar, an accomplished researcher, a practicing 
physician, and a medical school dean. Dr. Foster has published widely on
a variety of subjects. A person of Dr. Foster's experience should be 
• « • . .. . - . W . ’t.’W 1 1 jI A - -

• The "Credibility" Issue
• Abortion
• Sterilization
• Accreditation of Meharry Medical College

• Dr. Foster has delivered thousands of babies.
• Dr. Foster has helped train hundreds of doctors, many of whom went 

on to serve the nation's poor urban and rural communities.
• Dr. Foster started "I Have A Future, ” a family-based program to 

fight teen pregnancy -- chosen by President Bush as one of America's 
1,000 Points of Light.

nomination has earned strong support from the medical community 
around the country.

A LENGTHY, DISTINGUISHED ACADEMIC CAREER

judged by the objectives he has pursued throughout the course of a 38- 
year career — not by distortions of his writings taken out of context.

Foster. They want to take away a woman’s right to choose and will try to 
m ake this a deb ate ab out ab ortion. Am ericans des erve a deb ate about 
the qualifications of one of the nation's leading physicians, whose



DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 2

CREDIBILITY

CHARGE:

me.

RESPONSE: . . mvcui, utxeive. xjr. r ubier answered an
initial question about the number of abortions he had performed by

i.cl Lnuae who wuuiu oppose ur. roster taka on 
these issues honestly and publicly state their positions, rather than

-ABORTION

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

numbers. The issue is the qualification of one of the nation's lea Hing 
physicians to be Surgeon General and his support of a woman's right

I'm concerned about the credibility of Dr. Foster and the White House. 
Different numbers have been tossed around, incorrect information was 
sent up to the Senate, there seems to have been an intent to deceive. 
Credibility is the real issue to

There was absolutely no intent to deceive. Dr. Foster answered an 
initial question about the number of abortions he had performed by 
relying on his memory, without reviewing his entire record, and this 
was certainly a mistake. But to suggest that he deliberately lied 
about that record is outrageous and unfair. Dr. Foster is an honest 
physician and academic with a distinguished 38 year record of 
service. He was appointed to the Ethics Advisory Board for President 
Carter's Secretary of Health and is currently serving his second term 
on the Ethics Committee of the Nashville Academy of Medicine.

The issue here is not "credibility" and the debate is not about

to choose. "Credibility" is a smoke screen - thrown up by those who 
want to avoid taking a public stand on the abortion issue, but 
nonetheless want to destroy this nomination. And they make no 
bones about their strategy of diversion. The Republican Speaker of 
the House has openly advised his party to "never touch” the issues at 
hand - specifically, abortion - and keep trying to make this 
important debate about "dishonesty."

The real issues here are the outstanding qualifications nf this 
nominee to serve as Surgeon General and the right of all American 
women to choose. Let those who would oppose Dr. Foster take on 
these issues honestly and publicly state their positions, rather than 
hiding behind the credibility smokescreen. If they refuse, their 
credibility becomes the issue.

Dr. Foster advocates the use of abortion as a means of contraception.

Dr. Foster has never advocated that abortion be used in place of 
contraception. In fact, Dr. Foster has repeatedly expressed his 
concern about the increased reliance on abortion over birth control 
measures. He beheves abortion should be safe, legal, and rare, 
[continued]



CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 3

Dr. Foster has promoted in-home abortions to make them more 
available as contraceptives.

Dr. Foster does not equate any form of abortion with contraception. 
He has never promoted the use of in-home abortions, nor has he 
indicated such support in his writings.

Dr. Foster believes that abortions should be safe, legal and rare. He 
believes they should be performed only as a last resort, but that when 
they are done they should be performed in the safest manner 
possible. Therefore, as an expert in the field of maternal health, he 
supports research into safer methods, [continued]

Throughout his medical practice and distinguished career, Dr. Foster 
has promoted abstinence as the best way to prevent unwanted 
pregnancy. His life’s work, as he has said repeatedly, has been 
dedicated to making- sure young people don't have to face the choice of 

having abortions.

BACKGROUND: Dr. Foster published an article, "Contraceptives in 
Sickle Cell Disease," which examined the different reproductive 
options for women with sickle cell anemia. He acknowledged that 
abortion is viewed as a contraceptive in parts of Europe, but did not 
advocate the use of abortion as a contraceptive in the U.S.

Dr. Foster is an abortionist.

Dr. Foster is one of the nation's leading physicians - a highly 
respected obstetrician/gynecologist and one of the leading medical 
educators in the country. In his distinguished 38-year career, Dr. 
Foster has delivered thousands of babies and instructed hundreds of 

young physicians.

Dr. Foster's life has been dedicated to preventing unwanted 
pregnancies and making sure young people don t have to face the 
choice of having abortions. Dr. Foster does believe strongly in the 
right of a woman to choose and echoes the President's belief that 
abortions should be safe, legal, and rare.



CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Dr. Foster's promotion of abortion is evidence of the liberal mindset 
that encourages sexual promiscuity among young people and does not 
require them to take responsibility for their actions.

"IHave A Future” is a nationally recognized program that has 
received support from the Carnegie Corporation, the Tennessee 
Department of Health, and Bill and Camille Cosby. In 1991, 
President Bush named ”1 Have A Future” as one of America's 1,000 
Points of Light.

Through ”1 Have A Future, ” Dr. Foster and his team help build the 
self-esteem of young men and women by providing education and job 
opportunities. In fact, Dr. Foster established this program because 
he found that most teen pregnancy programs were limited to 
advocating contraception, rather than empowering teenagers to take 
charge of their lives and consciously make other choices.

This is a total distortion. Dr. Foster has never promoted abortion. In 
fact, he has devoted much of his professional life and career to 
making sure none of his patients ever has to face that decision. To 
battle sexual promiscuity among young persons, Dr. Foster 
established a program in the housing projects of Nashville called ”1 
Have a Future, ” which stresses abstinence as the best way to prevent 
unwanted pregnancy.

BACKGROUND: As Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Dr. Foster was the principal investigator at Meharry 
Medical College for an FDA-approved clinical trial - conducted in 
many medical centers throughout the country - to test the efficacy 
and safety of an abortifacient suppository administered during early 
pregnancy. The trial was a research project conducted in an 
academic medical center, all medical procedures were performed in 
the hospital, and all patients were volunteers.

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers
Page 4



STERILIZATION

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Dr. Foster has performed hysterectomies to sterilize severely retarded 
women.

In the article, Dr. Foster stressed that "obstetricians and 
gynecologists must guard vigilantly against injudicious and 
indiscriminate removal of the normal uterus."

BACKGROUND: Nineteen years ago, in 1976, Dr. Foster wrote an 
article saying he had recently "begun to use hysterectomy in patients 
with severe mental retardation." This was done to "eliminate the 
menses, which can be of significant hygienic benefit to those severely 
handicapped individuals."

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers
Page 5

Dr. Foster has routinely encouraged sterilization of patients with 
sickle cell disease after they have been able to deliver a child.

Dr. Foster actively opposed routine sterilization of sickle-cell disease 
patients. He has encouraged counseling, screening, and patient 
management to enable women with this disease to have healthy 
babies. From the start of his medical career, Dr. Foster has 
conducted path-breaking scientific research on the diagnosis and 
treatment of sickle cell disease, improving both maternal and child 
survival rates.

In 1976, when Dr. Foster wrote that he had performed hysterectomies 
on severely retarded women, the sterilization of severely mentally 
retarded women for hygienic purposes was within the medical 
mainstream. Medical theory and practice have changed in the 
intervening decades and Dr. Foster no longer accepts the sterilizatinn 
of a mentally retarded woman as appropriate. Dr. Foster believes 
strongly in the individual rights of the disabled.

Dr. Arthur Caplan, Director of the Center for Bioethics at the 
University of Pennsylvania, said that Dr. Foster’s article seemed 
keenly aware of the long history of abuse of surgical sterilizations. 
For its time, the article "represents an enlightened and cutting-edge 
opinion about the need of caution and care with respect to that form of 
surgical sterilization." [New York Times. 2/13/951



ACCREDITATION OF MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE.

CHARGE:

DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 6

Meharry Medical College never lost its accreditation. However, three 
of its ten medical residency training programs - including the ob/gyn 
residency program in June 1991 - did lose their accreditation. At the 
time, they had insufficient patient volume and case diversity to 
provide adequate medical experience for their residents. As is true 
for many historically black hospitals, Meharry did not receive 
adequate public funding for the care it provided to uninsured 
patients and, without these funds, its patient volume declined

Dr. Foster committed himself to doing everything in his power to 
preserve the vital role of one of the nation's foremost black hospitals. 
In 1992, he played a key role in a merger between Meharry and 
Nashville Metropolitan Hospital that is expected to increase patient 
volume and result in the reinstatement of these three residency 
programs. The merger was conditional upon the development of a 
top-flight medical faculty, which Dr. Foster successfully recruited.

It was clear in the 1991 decision that the quality of Meharry's 
residency programs was not the problem. David Denton of the 
Southern Regional Education Board said, "People shouldn't confuse 
the residency problems with the quality of teaching at Meharry. It 
has been very effective at getting its graduates licensed." In fact, 
Meharry has trained more black doctors than any other school in 
America, providing over 40% of the nation's black doctors and 
dentists. It plays a key role in attracting minorities to medicine and 
providing doctors to poor urban areas and under-served rural towns.

Meharry Medical College lost its accreditation during Dr. Foster's 
tenure.

RESPONSE:
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Dear Friends:
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Background

I

adolescent pregnancy. Frequently, life-threat-

lunity as a whole.

and

capacity to control their fertility. It has been

aves. To the

1

enhancing self-image.

Program Description

i

i

i
i

i

I
I 
I

giving adolescents the 
clear from

contrary, it is often viewed as an enhancement.

Meharry .Medical College

.C.e,nteL a ‘ong history of comm^

health professionals to addle^^^^S’S

nt Of ObSteWcS and Geology has initiated “I 
Have A Future," a program which addresses a burgeoning problem 

eningraCnd’Stl*r~fad01eSCent pre«nanc>’ Fluently, Ufe-threat- 
2 d heailh-threatenmg consequences of early pregnancy and 
When c^8 are^ !1Vrt\tlnS f°r b0th ‘he Foung mbtherTnd child 
Sbv^. b7 lhe TOtiOnaI'S0Cial and K0I»®ic traumas

the nrniti fatiier' fainiiies and the community as a whole
Pre^ “ «ve for °le'

and^ chaUen8e is to develop a system which successfully educates 
Sdo^and ? f doIescents to pursue a myriad of constructive life 
ta cSnvi 7 pa7"*ood' Fh' program was built on the premise 
that changes in sexual behavior should be addressed within a frame. 

™tra,eSieS fOT P05^ deeision-making while

“dgeo^^

a COmPrehensive community-based adolescent pregnancy 

m fOUr munic,pai h0USto8 de-‘°P-enB

to prevent teenage pregnancy have focused on 
--------2 capacity to control their fertility. It has been 

nrsk k • Pre8nancy and fertility rates that many high-risk youth are 
cenri^/lMe?---------------- E“"OmrcaUy disadvantaged adota-
“"S ” hJ 6 hL pe and llrmte<i aspirations frequently cannot 
™d.!™ ? a'a.,haVIn8 a babp can adversely affect their lives. To the

W*,? ‘n h*Sl°riC miSSi°n t0 serve ,he disadvantaged. Meharrv 

to oppp^iy

zhe31th s®rvices t0 high-rilk adolescents while 

youth population.

Have A Future,

I



I

contraceptive availability.

during the times that they are most accessible to all adolescents

I Have a Future

ize life in the public housmg projects.

2

as within specific interventions.

Setting
The I Have A Future" program is located within the municipal 
housing projects to ensure the following: (a) Provision of services 
during the times that they are most accessible to all adolescents 
with°ut stigmatizing school drop-outs) through an adjunct program, 

(b) Close proximity to the families to increase opportunities for inter­
action within the context of the full range of situations that character-

• To provide greater access to, and increase utilization of, compre-

eSCent7 wrth Services and social services, including

• To improve socially adaptive/appropriate behaviors with particu­
lar focus on school achievement, pre-vocational skills development 
and delinaupnrv rsfoc r '

The I Have A Future" program incorporates a two-pronged deliverv 
system based m the community. Both individual and group interven­
tions are used to meet the following project objectives:
• To develop a replicable community-based, life-enhancement pro­
gram that promotes a significant reduction in the incidence of earlv 
T3T*PQ f i A n<*'kZ 2J n • _ i • t « «

; To improve knowledge, atttudes’a^d beh'^rTrS^'to personal
pregnancy and childbearing among high-risk adolescents. 
® If) imnrHVQ __ 1_ _ 1 1 . •
health, human sexuahty, drug and alcohol abuse and other factors 
which may place them at risk.

i

I 
s

and delinquency rates.
• To enhance the ability of high-risk adolescents to overcome envi­
ronmental barriers in attaining rhe cHiic *----------------

Those who have been at the forefront in the battle to delav earlv 
pregnancy and childbearing advocate enhancing self-image and ' 
presenting positive alternatives for the future. Subsequently, the 
program attempts to address the issues surrounding adolescent 
pregnancy from a broader psychosocial context. Success then rests on 
convincing youth that the future is theirs to control. The name of the

lental barriers in attaining the skills necessary to pursue mean- 
ofu^waTd mobility eduCationaI oPPortumdes with the promise 

• To engender a more positive self-concept and constructive attitude 
towards community, family life and the future.

Each objective has been further delineated such that components 
nwy be addressed specifically via baseline-pre/post-measures as well

project itself 'I Have A Future" — is based on this premise. 

Project Objectives

of upward mobility.

towards community, family life and the future.



Hie participants in this program are from four public housing sites.

Most importantly, seventy-seven percent of the participants indicated

■am.

Meharry Medical College
3

r
>

i.
•-..-si'.

a

«=«c™Z°Uth1betWeerthe a?eS Of 10 and 17 residing111 them. The 

d!2? P6^6?^011 of problems impacting on the youth, communitv

mitment to work at improving their qualitv of life and their support 
tor a community-based intervention progr;

fe-.

r&l

mental financial assistance. The participants reported the following 
problems as most pervasive: Drug and alcohol abuse (92%), adoles- 

crime (48%), and youth unemployment (44%>)

tneir wulmgness to be part of a program that strengthens families, 
his information was important, for it reflects the communities' com-

IF

American origin (98%). Over one-half (58%) of the respondents 
completed high school, however, seventy-one percent were unem­
ployed. Seventy-nine percent of the families had an annual income of 
less than 55,000, however, only sixty-five percent received supple-

| J
J-

’ll

i
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■i

Target Population
The participants in this program are from four public housing sites. 
Two sites receive the intervention and the others are considered 
control sites. Baseline data have been coUected from all four sites. 

Prior to the delivery of services, a "Quality of Life Needs 

was,conducted 497 heads-of-households of homes 

assessment was designed to gather demographic information, resi­
dents perception of problems impacting on the youth, community 
needs and ideas on how to resolve existing problems. Of the 497' 
completed surveys, we found that the majority of the respondents 
were females (87%), single head-of-households (83%), of African

•mpleted high school, however, seventy-one percent

~ - -jyn
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Description of Services

week.

offered to "I Have A Future"
physical awareness,

fnt group (14 to 17).The primary value orientation of the*

ssion.

i

4

I Have a Future

I
!

j
i

t

If
5

I
i

diseases.

Organized Social-Learning Activities

and behavioral objectives

i

I
I 
I
M

i

Currently, services are provided by the staff of the D.

prachcefn^mlto^pMirireSoice^rarbtS in i“rT’'n8 gOod health 

are delivered in the^ntext of

Comprehensive Health Services

With the clinics emphasiz JXX are Provided each
screenings (e.g., phvsicaTeZ^! pnma7,hzealth care and health 
on-going health services (e g screem^/fot assessments) and

diseases, pregnancy tests

Organized Social-Learning Activities

3nd - 

emphasis is on behaU^oX^  ̂ “«

Pnnaples of Blackness) into each nartrcinant-^^ PnnnPles (Seven 

(Self-Determination), UJIMA (Collective *JJICHAGULIa 

pride in ta^dt^lit^phls^anj0'6 lhe foU°'™'8: Self-esteem and 

into mixed gender group^Gmu 1116 adolescents are divided
a majority of the prograSunmg w-ith^ 0Peratlng-struc^re for 
incentives and vehicles for discussln P aS

ig: Self-esteem and

 . • ------ ^.7 value
'l ,T^lUnity; ^P^nsible citizenry and

;-structure for
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Pro-Social Skills Development
(Focusing on good decision-making and 
problem-solving with special emphasis on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention) 

Conflict Resolution Training/
Violence Prevention

Creative Movement/Dance
Sports
Tutoring
Family-Life Education
Self-defense class
Computer Skills
Outings

Examples of on-going and planned activities:

CHARM Class for Females 
(Choosing How To Adorn 
& Refine Myself)

MATURE Class 
(Males Adorning, Thinking 
and Using Refined Energies) 

Rites of Passage Program 
Art Classes
Entrepreneurship Program 

(Includes Pre-employment 
Training)

Peer Counseling

s
'■ i



Program,

issues.

weight management classes.

I Have A Future"

were

approxi-

6

/ Have a Future

and local

Evaluation

I
B 
i

collec?eX  ̂ in 1989. Baseline data

study group, 443 control group) The^6 f°,Ur^Ousin§ sites (555 
was completed in 1990 Th X? . d phaSe of data collection 
1991. Preliminary analyses of W1U begin in the winter of
™tely seventy-five percent of the lndicate that
have engaged in sexual intercourse 15 years oId

im that

I
I

I
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I
I
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study group, 443 control groun) TKo’ 
was completed in 1990. ~ P ’ SeC0]

iongitudinal, quas^xpenmen^de A " Pr°jeCt incorP°rates a 

sites located at two public housing Tbere are intervention

Parent Involvement

abuse in their co^^^ne e 

knowledge and skills they need to nm *he parents “>* the
servtces to fatnilies that are tal^aT^ PS ““ provide 

Xm65 SOme 'Opics covered during their °n ?ubs,an« abuse

“on

Staffing
“C'ud ”pIychotoX"nure« nubr °? “““-disdplinary team that

to make them feel
-mpleisthe^XX^r' 

! program in which 

i empha-veness in the battle t<



PJ^gnaM at least once. These data indicate a

comparison sites, a process evaiuabo Intervention and
ation design. The number and! t^S‘S UKOrPorated in *e evalu­
ate "I Have A Future" proeram^rh T1"5 PrOVided to >'outh bv 
'ored. This,„fo™atonPtXeu ed eoX™nttOJ5,teSaremOni- '

Z^^.^attheinte^enti on sites rprpivo/^ tt,__ J_.ter ...
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associations at all housi

MetropoHtan NashvilL

National and local advi;
section of organizations, i

pcumenting the develop-
ar- _ • T -

ment of the program from i

and evaluation strategies.

Meharry Medical College

7

cated that they had been r— 
definite need for intervention.

community centers, the
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Ms. Turner, others in the program, and doctors who have worked with Dr. Foster through 
the years credit his program with using common sense and not just with handing out free 
condoms and offering speeches about abstinence.

"No matter how many he did, he could have done many, many more," she said. "They don’t 
realize what goes on in the real world. People, wake up."

Ms. Turner, who comes from a single-parent family, plans to attend collegethis fall. She 
said Dr. Foster's program had saved her and hundreds of young women like her. She said 
anti-abortion groups were misguided to oppose him over how many abortions he had 
performed.

Ideals that are not propped up with practical solutions do not stand much of a chance in the 
John Henry Hale housing project here. Young women who live in and around the 
neighborhood say morality alone has seldom saved anyone from the cycle of teen pregnancy.

Dr. Lorraine Williams Greene, the project's director, stressed that the program does not 
work with pregnant girls or offer abortion counseling. Rather, she said, counselors teach the 
young people about abstinence, responsibility and self control. As a last resort, teen-agers who 
insist on having sex are sent to the program's medical personnel, who dispense condoms or 
birth-control pills if deemed appropriate for their age. She would not say what percentage of 
the teen-agers were given birth-control items.

Amelia Turner, 18, is a five-year veteran of I Have a Future, an after-school program that 
teaches teen-agers to delay sex and childbearing, allowing them to build careers and lives. 
The program, started in 1987 by President Clinton's nominee for Surgeon General, Dr. Henry 
W. Foster Jr., combines job training, tutoring, medical services and family planning.



Last Thursday night, some 30 members of I Have a Future crowded into the meeting 
in the John Henrv Hale nroiect and comnarpd lifi* nnu; uzitk urhot mink* i_ __ t_ j

"I don't think doing abortions charactenzes Hank Foster," said Dr. David E. Satcher,
director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the former president at Mehany

Conservatives have also attacked I Have a Future for dispensing birth control items.

AAAciiiucid ui i nave d. ruiure crowaea imo tne meeting room 
in the John Henry Hale project and compared life now with what might have been. In three 
years, Nakeeta Hunter, 16, went from "not caring about my grades to being on the honor 
roll." Now she plans to go to college.

Tasaundra Dooley, 16, said, "They taught us that we don't have to be pregnant." Although 
birth control and abstinence are part of this plan, what the program really does is give her a 

reason not to join the ranks of unwed mothers, she said.

It makes some of these young people angry to hear a heated debate on abortion from 
wealthy and powerful people whose children have relatively little to worry about.

"Most of us live in troubled neighborhoods," said 15-year-old Melissa Hunter. "We have 
children in middle school having babies."

The Surgeon General is in many ways a symbolic position, but the young women and men 
in I Have a Future, along with colleagues of Dr. Foster, say he would bring on practical, 
workable solutions to the nation’s health problems - the same way he brought solutions to the 

young women at John Henry Hale.

The abortion debate in this case "is a shortsighted issue," said Dr. Richard Smith, director 
of the Adolescent Gynecology Clinic at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, the city where Dr. 
Foster did his internship.

"I think when you look on balance at the work this man has done throughout his career, we 
really should be applauding the efforts that he has made," Dr. Smith said.

Dr. Foster, a 61-year-old obstetrician, was nominated last week to succeed the outspoken 
Dr. Joycelyn Elders, whom Mr. Clinton dismissed in December. The choice was supposed to 
be conciliatory, but conservatives in the past week have rallied against Dr. Foster, because he 
performed abortions, and because he performed more than either he or the White House 
originally claimed.

Dr. Greene said there have been only a few pregnancies among the 800 to 1,000 young 
women who were active in the program. About three-quarters of teen-agers in the city housing 
projects have sex by age 15.

Financed by foundations and private donors with some state money, the program is 
administered by the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Meharry Medical College. A 
Mehany nurse practitioner supervises the program's medical staff.



In an interview on the ABC News program "Nightline" on Wednesday, Dr. Foster said "no" 
when asked whether he favored the widespread distribution of condoms. He called abstinence
"our first route," without elaborating on further action.

or even

It is for his work in poor neighborhoods that Dr. Foster has drawn most of his accolades. I 
Have a Future is not his first such program. In the 1970's, when he was elected to the 
prestigious Institute of Medicine, he fought infant mortality and teen pregnancy in rural 
Alabama, said Dr. Satcher. Throughout his 37-year career. Dr. Foster worked to prevent 
pregnancies among poorer young people and to head off the health threats to mothers who 
become pregnant too young and to their babies. Dr. Satcher said.

Dr. Foster joined the faculty at Meharry in 1973 and served as acting president for six 
months after the departure of Dr. Satcher in 1993. He played a central role in negotiating with 
Nashville officials over the merger of the city-owned Metropolitan General Hospital with 
Meharry Hubbard Hospital. That merger is crucial to the medical college, which lost its 
accreditation in 1990 because of declining business at its own, historically black teaching 
hospital.

Melissa Hunter has never met Dr. Foster, but she said his brainchild gives her and her 
friends a choice they seldom had before. A few make it out of the projects and their teen-age 
years without a baby and the limitations that babies bring, purely on strength of character 
alone, she said. But it is hard.

It addresses much more than sex, said Dr. Satcher and teen-agers involved in the program 
It is based on common sense and self-esteem, and slowly, steadily - through informal classes 
almost every day after school - teaches them how a baby can forever limit their lives, and 
how to value their own lives.

The I Have a Future program reaches only a fraction of the young people in Nashville, but 
friends of Dr. Foster, including the teen-agers involved, believe it could be a pilot program 
for the nation.

Dr. Satcher explained how Dr. Foster and others envisioned the program. "They told me 
that teen-age pregnancy is really not the problem," he said. "It is a symptom, like violence, 
like drug abuse. The real problem is the attitudes of these young people toward the future/ 

And so they called the program I Have a Future, and they dealt comprehensively with 
creating a better attitude in these teen-agers about themselves and about the future.

"They felt that if they could do that, the teen-age pregnancy problem would be taken care 
of, too, because the young people would have a reason for delaying sexual behavior. You 
weren't just saying, 'Say no to sex.' You were saying. You have a reason to value yourself.' "

Tutors help with studies. Volunteers show teen-agers how to get and keep a job, 
start their own business. But most important, there is always a place to go and someone to 
talk to, even if it is just with each other.



go into study hall," said Katashai Looney, 17, a high school

men

a sister. He has had

Dr. Greene said.

I would have never gone to college. I needed something
to be part of."

The program taught him one thing most of all, he said. 

"I know I’m not ready to have a child."

Here they keep you too busy to get into trouble," she said.

"If our grades are low, we 
senior.
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every chance to fail, but seven

Now, every morning, he walks 1 • - - - -
IS studying business. "He’s a role model for the others,

Mr. Gordon said: "
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Former mayor Richard Fulton (D) said that it's hard for people in Nashville to understand 
how Foster's nomination has become so entangled with the abortion issue. But he has an idea. 
"I was in Congress for seven terms," Fulton said, "and I know that quite often members of 
Congress get earned away and ask questions that possibly have no beanng on the immediate 
problem before them."

On ABC-TV's "Nightline" last Wednesday, viewers saw a defensive, faltering Foster, far 
different from the articulate advocate people have come to know here. But friends figure that

But here, those who know Foster find the portrayal of him by antiabortion activists to bear 
little resemblance to the community-minded former medical school dean whose hard work and 
easygoing manner have made him popular with all segments of society in a city his friend. 
Rabbi Randall M. Falk, desenbes as "the buckle on the Bible Belt."

The Rev. Bill Sherman of Woodmont Baptist Church, for example, said he and his 
congregation oppose abortion except in such cases as rape, incest and medical necessity. But 
he thinks Foster is "an admirable man," and said that many of Foster’s attackers are focusing 
solely on abortion and missing "the total picture." "He's not a politician -- he's a doctor!" said 
Henry McKay, whom Foster delivered in 1970 and who is now a Meharry Medical College 
student.

Ask Justin Brian, 14, what he's learning in the "I Have a Future" program, founded by 
Henry W. Foster Jr., President Clinton's choice for surgeon general. Brian's answer: "How to 
be a man." Fourteen-year-old Mike Rucker says afternoons at the center doing homework help 
him "stay out of trouble" by "not selling drugs."

Just two weeks ago, Foster was mainly known for the seven-year-old program preaching 
values such as cooperation and personal esteem that he had brought to teenagers such as 
Brian and Rucker in Nashville's public housing projects. Today, the 61-year-old 
obstetrician-gynecologist finds himself the touchstone of another national debate on abortion, 
his every action over a 35-year career the subject of microscopic scrutiny.



College in 1954, where a former classmate, Louis W. Sullivan,

aching and your eyes dry from having been in tear’s too

of the nation's few predominantly black medicalone

Based in the housing projects it serves, the program preaches sexual abstinence and a

unprepared for the harsh attacks of 

announcement of his choice. "I imagine that all of this sudden glare of the spo'tiiit has been 

a^;8”3"58 ,h,”8S he's sa,d have be“ — 

antiabortion groups and the intense media scrutiny that quickly followed Clinton's 
aimouncement of his choice. "I imagine that all of this sudden glare of the spotlight nas p 

he's misinterpr^d, he.

---------it a central 
obstetrician who studied

Foster went back to 
class, 1
Massachusetts and then here at Meharry,

Panem “Wlam^ about his shi^ ZTfon™

personally. It was very important that the pattents were treated with dignity," Williams said.

- FosKr,= mosl important contribution at Meharry was the creation of the

piece at a time. So in 1987, he visited Nashville's tough housing projects, dining with 
ST 'hem k^.of “cal program they thought they needed for their
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Hank, no more!' Your sides were 
long."

Arkansas to attend medical school. The only African American in his 
he graduated with top honors and continued his medical training in Michigan

schools, where he completed a three^r resitocy'm ZZS --------------

After completing medical training in 1965, Foster became chief of obstetrics and 
fo,lde?8y a,the.john A A”drew Memorial Hospital of Tuskegee University, where he 
beZe a Tff Pr°V'de heahh SerV1CeS ,O P°Or n'OtherS “d Kidron that

be“ det ofdie medical^diaol.C0Un,T^ * ‘’73'

ten^/ht^?0111S ren°Wned for its riSor’ not compassion. But Foster made it a central 
tenet of his teaching, according to Johnny Jones, a Fayetteville, N.C., ubslcultian wno stuoied 
under Foster in the 1970s. If a resident was curt with a patient or nurse, "He would forcefully 
set you straight on the spot, Jones recalled, and might follow up with a closed-door Y
conference. It wasn't a habit they would continually repeat," Jones added

strong anti-drug message, and stresses such values as cooperation, personal responsibility and

with no previous political experience, Foster was

- !“ ^Qn^B!’fLArkZF°Ster1earned hlS bachelor_of science degree from Morehouse

services in the Bush administration, recalls an exceptional gift for humnr. 311(1 human

Sufyan satd-Peopie would say, 'Mease,

Linda Williams, Foster's assistant from 1973 until 1990, said that Foster would scrutinize

Ae nro?.et8alna“td1,a8ain heald Same JuS‘ “ much “ 8ood k^lh. the kii'of
Neighborhoods de<1 h°Pe' COmn’Oliity 51,0,1 in the drug-ndden, violent

■I Have a Future" program. By the 1980s, Foster had decided that fteatmc people 

no enough, that the problems of the poor were woven together too tightly to fix one



Today it serves some 500 children in Nashville housing projects with a budget of $ 
400,000 a year, some of which goes directly to students in an entrepreneurship program to 
start small businesses.

Justin Wilson, a prominent Republican attorney here and a member of the Meharry board 
of trustees, said that Foster has an uncanny knack for bridging the cultural gaps between 
blacks and whites. Again and again, as issues came up that could have increased friction 
between the races, "Doctor Foster was able to deal with issues that had heavy racial overtones 
in a way which was nonthreatening to either blacks or whites."

self-esteem. Staff workers often drive the message home with sinking object lessons. Program 
director Lorraine Williams Greene said that if two youths are fighting with each other, the 
staffers might make them tie their shoelaces together, saying, "You have to deal with each 
other. You want to argue? You want to fight? Fine. But you're going to have your shoelaces 

tied together the rest of the day."

Turning the city's medical services over to Meharry made good business sense. Renovating 
General would have cost much more but the racial implications of entrusting them to a black 
institution threatened to scuttle the deal. When former Meharry president David Satcher left 
Meharry to head the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, Foster as acting president had to 
recruit the physicians needed to bring the negotiations to a successful conclusion. Meharry 
general counsel Richard Jackson said, "A lot of them came because of their belief in him."

That diplomatic style came in handy as Foster became involved in one of the most 
controversial issues in recent Nashville history: the city's agreement to merge Nashville's aged 
General Hospital with Meharry's newer Hubbard Hospital, turning the institution over to 

Meharry to operate.

The program has earned national recognition. President George Bush named the program 
one of the thousand "Points of Light." Though success is hard to measure, Williams Greene 
points to the fact that between 1988 and 1991, there has only been one unintended pregnancy 
among participants in the program, versus 59 in a similar group of young people in other 
Nashville housing projects who did not participate.

The program also includes a measure of sex education in its curriculum, a fact that has 
drawn some fire from conservatives. Foster wrote a 1993 essay for the Nashville Tennessean 
supporting the nomination of Joycelyn Elders as surgeon general and stressing the importance 

of sex education.

"In America, we live in an open society, which is as it should be," he wrote. "In this 
environment of openness, our young people are bombarded with sexual messages through the 
media virtually from the time they arise in the morning until they retire at night. Yet, 
elements in our open society seek to deny providing our young people the educational basis 
to protect themselves from the negative effects of these media messages. . . . Sexuality 
education and contraceptive availability must be coupled together to be effective."
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Meharry's board of trustees rejected Foster's bid to become president of the medical school 
because of shortcomings as an administrator, Meharry sources said. Jackson acknowledged 
that management is not one of Foster’s strengths. Instead, Jackson said, Foster's most 
comfortable role is similar to that of a "tribal elder."

Could Foster's penchant for finessing unpleasanmess help to explain how Foster got into 
political trouble? "That's a legitimate question," Wilson said.

Instead of volunteering a worst-case estimate of the number of abortions he had performed 
during his medical career, Foster offered a number off the top of his head, a number that later 
would have to be corrected after a painstaking review of hospital records. Though he said 
Foster is scrupulously honest, Wilson said, "Perhaps his ability to deal with the broad issues, 
and the consensus-forming manner, does not take adequate account of all of the specific facts. 
He's more involved in the big picture than the details."

Jackson said that Foster "keeps the village leadership motivated and focused — and helps 
set their prionties. It's very similar to what you want in a surgeon general."

©CAPTION: HENRY W. FOSTER JR.
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"He was not taking the older stance which was: Doctors can sterilize whichever 
incompetent people they choose without permission or apology -- he said it has a limited use

HEADLINE: FOSTER CITED CAUTION ON SURGERIES;
NOMINATION: CHOICE FOR SURGEON GENERAL WARNED IN 1976 ARTICLE 
AGAINST 'INJUDICIOUS, INDISCRIMINATE' USE OF HYSTERECTOMIES. HE URGED 
'INFORMED CONSENT.'

"Obstetricians and gynecologists must guard vigorously against the injudicious and 
indiscriminate removal of the normal uterus," Foster wrote in the January, 1976, issue of the 
Southern Medical Journal. "Failure to do so will only serve to reinforce much of the hostility 
and suspicion currently directed toward our discipline."

Much of that suspicion exists "because there is a failure to communicate the concept that 
removal of the anatomically normal uterus can be completely justifiable," he wrote. 
Consequently, "efforts must be made to inform patients and uninformed critics."

The tone of the article could be interpreted in a way that puts Foster somewhat ahead of 
mainstream medical beliefs in recognizing potential for abuse in performing hysterectomies on 
mentally disabled women without permission, mental health experts and others said Monday. 
Foster's medical opinions appear closer to medical beliefs today, when such practices are 
regarded as unethical and often result in litigation, they said.

Taking those positions put Foster ahead of most physicians at the time, said Arthur Caplan, 
director of the center for bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania.

Surgeon General nominee Henry W. Foster Jr.'s 1976 medical journal article that 
acknowledges he performed hysterectomies on severely mentally retarded patients also warns 
against "injudicious and indiscriminate" use of the surgery and urges "informed consent" for 
patients, a relatively new medical doctrine at the time.



for a small number of women and only if you notify a guardian or parent," Caplan said. "Was

X------------J wwkMwcuvw uvr unpiuviug Uic 11CA1U1 ui poor people. 111056
documents include the 1976 article that mentioned hysterectomies on the mentally retarded, a

of Fosters confirmation. "We're not going to let the extremists win," he said.

on the

pay-back for the contributions and votes of anti-abortion groups. White House Press Seci 

I on j 
raises money for Senate candidates, gave $175,000 to the anti-abortion National Right to Life

"You'd probably get almost no Republicans going for it," said Sen. John B. Breaux (D-La.), 
c lef deputy Democratic whip. And, he said in an interview, even among Democrats "you'd

Despite the vigorous defense, a leading Democrat predicted that Foster’s nomination would 
be defeated if a vote were to occur now.

probably have some that are not going to vote for it."

The 1976 article by Foster generally was not about performing the procedure on the 
mentally disabled, but about medical conditions under which an otherwise normal uterus 
could be removed.

pie White House confirmed that Foster performed involuntary hysterectomies, but said that 
he had been involved in only a small number. Experts, describing the climate at the time, said 
that such medical procedures were routine and that laws and attitudes regarding patients' ’ 
rights --^particularly those of the mentally disabled - were being widely debated and evolving

Times Washington Bureau researcher D'Jamila Salem contributed to this story.

GRAPHIC: Photo, Nominee News: Mental health experts said a 1976 article by Surgeon 
eneral nominee Henry Foster Jr. could be viewed as ahead of then-mainstream beliefs. In 

it enough? No. But he was ahead of where everyone else was at the time."

Foster has been under attack by anti-abortion groups and other critics for his record in 
performing abortions. Although he first said that he had performed fewer than a dozen, he 
acknowledged last week that he is the doctor of record on 39 abortions since 1973.

The White House has responded by stepping up its defense of the nominee and by releasing 
documents that portray Foster as dedicated to improving the health of poor people. Those 
documents include the 1976 article that mentioned hysterectomies on the mentally retarded, a 
practice that White House officials conceded could raise new complaints about Foster, 
although there actually has been little criticism of that aspect of his career.

Monday, Vice President Al Gore, traveling in Nashville with Foster, denounced opponents

The White House also charged that Republicans were leading the anti-Foster campaign as a 
pay-back for the contributions and votes of anti-abortion groups. White House Press Secretary 
Mike McCurry seized on reports that the National Republican Senatorial Committee, which 

raises money for Senate candidates, gave $175,000 to the anti-abortion National Right to Life 
Committee before the November, 1994, elections.

McCurry said that anti-abortion groups have "the Republican Party by the nose and they're 
dragging them around."
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the article, he acknowledged performing hysterectomies on mentally retarded patients Above 

center, Foster appears with Vice President Gore at a Nashville housing project. Associated 
Press
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Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. saved the life of the mayor's infant
pe^adedT erm“ °Ut °f “ ab0rti0n-He ran a that
P aded young, poor women to abandon their midwives. And he delivered babies.

nurse, Thelma Walker-Brown. "Lots of babies. Babies,

TS just ,out of medical school when he came to Tuskegee. Youn
redXV11 medicine- Araon^the Poor, the uneducated and th
red clay sod of east-central Alabama, among the wOi
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codeines1 an JTit the y0Ung dOCtOr that emerges “ the recollections 
etrugX ov^XTn h^b^Zr 3
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Oh, the babies," recalled his 
babies, babies."

hTrr^^^r - -- graspe me the Dr. Hank they grew to respect could be reduced to a question of how

egee. Young, ambitious.

confused Joyce German out of an abortion. He ran a network of prenatal clinics that



the advantages of preventive medicine. How, through his satellite clinics and other
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unborn children.

I spent nine years of my life here in this most unique community," he said. "We were 
IPACi nP Anr tiTvin n

Foster took over for Dr. Joseph Mitchell, whom townspeople remember as overworked

day. In truth, the number of infants delivered under Foster’s care simply cannot be

Probably thousands of them."

When Foster was back in Tuskegee last year to address a conference on rural health 
care, he reflected on the work he and his staff had done.

Louis Rabb, administrator of the hospital before it closed in 1987, when too manv 
charny cases drainedits resources, remembered: "It was a tremendous number of babies

nothing else matters. And some contend that the Clinton White House’s bungling - 
particularly its failure to give an accurate, forthright account of Foster's record at the 
outset - has contaminated the nomination process beyond repair

Those arguments may be the ones that determine Foster's fate as a candidate for 
surgeon general.

BuUhey seem remote to those who remember how he labored to open the rural poor to 

jutreach programs, Alabama women learned to take better care of th am selves and their

and stressed and who one day died of a heart attack.

Foster came 111 and he had all these pressures and he said he wanted to do it 
all, Walker-Brown said. "He said he was young and he could do it all "

His average caseload ran into the hundreds. He sometimes delivered three babies a 
day. In truth, the number of infants delivered under Foster’s care simply cannot be 
counted.

ahead of our time." were

The native of Pine Bluff, Ark., who served in the Air Force as a medical officer, came 
here in 1964 as the lone obstetrician-gynecologist at the John A. Andrew Memorial 
Hospital^ a 180-bed, three-story brick facility on the campus of the famed Tn sir

Afncan American doctor serving a black population. Tuskegee was about 
87 /o black, as it remains today, and so were the vast majority of cottonseed farmers and 
loggers in the surrounding Tuskegee National Forest east of Montgomery, Ala.

The median income when Foster arrived here was less than $2,500 a year. In the five- 
county rural area, families went without electricity, telephones and, in some cases, 
running water. Without jobs or education, how could you tell them modern health care 
was more important?



Ford said he also feels deeply indebted to Foster. The doctor saved his son's life.

"They were the poorest of the poor. Women who didn't have anything. Women who 
didn't come to the hospital until the last minute.

"It's hard to even visualize now," Walker-Brown said. "Women didn't have running 
water. They didn't have indoor toilets. They didn't have any stable income.

During Foster's time here, Tuskegee, like much of the South, underwent a 
metamorphosis.

"And they were brought here sometimes by lay midwives. They would physically bring 
them here. Or they'd bring them here with their premature babies. I mean, they'd put 
those babies in boxes with hot water bottles and bring them to us and ask us to save 
their lives."

Then the year before Foster left, Johnny Ford became the first black mayor of 
Tuskegee -- an office he still holds. In front of the Confederate statue that graced the 
town square, he placed a red-white-and-blue sign proclaiming: "Welcome to Tuskegee, 
Pride of the Growing South."

Taking in patients from Macon, Bullock, Russell, Lee and Elmore counties, Foster 
expanded Mitchell's program of women's clinics in the rural areas. Friends say he spent 
afternoons in his Chevrolet Corvair, driving out into the countryside and teaching young 
women how to care for themselves properly.

Against this backdrop was the matter of race. The local hospital served only whites, 
except for a few black emergency patients that it took in and assigned to rooms normally 
used as closets. So the John A. Andrew Hospital became a mecca for Alabama blacks.

The task was often daunting, his colleagues say. Women would wait the full nine 
months before they called a doctor, if they called one at all. For generations they had 
gone to a network of midwives operating throughout the region.

Foster sometimes found himself performing emergency surgery to repair a crudely 
done abortion. Or trying to save women with advanced eclampsia -- a disorder that may 
occur late in pregnancy -- who were rushed to his hospital in convulsions or already in a 
coma.

There were civil rights demonstrations on the Tuskegee University campus. A young 
black man named Sammy Young was shot to death by a white assailant at the town bus 
depot in an incident that sparked protest marches. Voter-registration gerrymandering 
that shut blacks out of the polls was overturned by the Supreme Court.

Before he became mayor, Ford worked in New Orleans. His wife, Frances, who was 
pregnant with their first child, developed complications. They quickly returned to 
Tuskegee and Foster's care.



She was bedridden for a while because she 

when totake the child at exactly the right time."

knocked on his door at the hospital.

He said this child

many suspected that the white

genome that the ultimate effect will be black genocide,"

rest of the

It was a delicate line for Foster, but one his colleagues said he balanced

as surgeongeneral.

up it would cause her to go into labor. It was a very delicate situation,"

"It turned out he had to deliver the child early, and it took his skill to know

was carrying the child low and if she stood 
,' Ford said.

says to this day: "I owe my son's life to Dr. Hank "

In her own way, Joyce German credits Foster with saving her child
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as well. 
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he a?^ed that acceptance of more birth control measures would only enhance the 
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John A. Andrew Hospital. —

Added Dr. Calhoun: "With Hank, we got a whole new dimension."

So when people in Tuskegee remember the good that Foster tried to accomplish it 
becomes all the more troubling when they see the furor over his selection
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"We were all real poor people when Hank was here," Sadie said. "We were just people 
who needed help. He helped us.”

His uncle, William B. Hill, a 90-year-old retired farm extension service agent, saw his 
nephew come to Tuskegee and move on, and said he cannot understand what people 
would want in a surgeon general if not someone like Foster. Nor can his wife, 92-year-old 
Sadie Hill.



HEADLINE: Dr. Foster's Work in Nashville Praised

BYLINE: JOANNE SLLBERNER

BODY:

JOANNE SILBERNER: Hospital administrator William Harvey shows us around what 
will be the pediatrics ward. The renovation is the final step in a bitterly contested 
merger between Meharry's Hubbard Hospital and Nashville's General Hospital, a 
merger that's happening largely because of Henry Foster.

While the merger will save the city money, it means closing down the white-run public 
hospital and bringing patients and city money to black-run Meharry - something some

GUESTS: WILLIAM HARVEY; PHIL BREDESEN; JOHN MAUPPEN; ELWIN GRIMES; 
JOE JENKINS: TANYA RUTLEDGE; FRANK GIBSON; BILL BOMGARDNER; AVON 
WILLIAMS III; INEZ CRUTCHFIELD; Rev. SHERMAN TRIBBLE;

WILLIAM HARVEY, Meharry-Hubbard Hospital Administrator: It will be a 150-bed 
hospital, completely renovated throughout, all new equipment. It’ll be- it'll be a gorgeous 
new hospital for the city of Nashville.

Copyright 1995 National Public Radio
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JOANNE SILBERNER, Reporter: If you want to know about Henry Foster, go to 
Meharry Medical College where he spent 21 years teaching medical students, taking care 
of patients, and as an administrator. At Meharry's Hubbard Hospital, workers have 
ripped out most of the walls and railings. Here on the fifth floor, the water pipes, the 
electrical lines, the heating ducts are all exposed. Hubbard Hospital has just begun an 

. 18-month renovation.

HIGHLIGHT:
Dr. Henry Foster's work in Nashville, Tennessee with teen programs and upgrading the 
Meharry Medical College, brings praise from those who know him. He is known as a 
quiet, unassuming doctor.

NOAH ADAMS, Host: For the last two weeks, President Clinton's nominee to be U.S. 
Surgeon General, Dr. Henry Foster, has been in the middle of the controversy. It centers 
on procedures he did as a gynecologist, hysterectomies on retarded women, and 
abortions. Dr. Foster has said he wants the chance to tell Congress, and the American 
people, who he really is. A poll this week showed that even though Americans may not 
be clear about that, more support the nomination than oppose it. NPR's Joanne 
Silberner visited Dr. Foster's home town, Nashville, Tennessee, this week, to find out 
what people there think about it.



Nashville mayor Phil Bredesen says Foster's quiet style worked.

What I found was that- that in a very political environment, which
getting things done

qualified doctors would want to come to work here. John Mauppin [sp], head of

Obstetrician-Gynecologist: First of all, he told me that he was going to

Jenkins.

after school program Foster started eight years ago for
a Nashville high school. It's an

same way.

was just a very politically effective approach.

JOANNE SILBERNER: For the merger to proceed, Meharry had to prove that highly

Meharry, says it wasn't easy.

JOHN MAUPPIN, Meharry Hospital: Dr. Foster led that recruitment and brought some

Meharry. Some of the patients can't pay their doctors' bills at all, and many patients 
bills are paid at low government rates. The medical school doesn't own a lot of fancy 
machines and didn't have enough patients to maintain accreditation for some of its 
teaching programs, and the emphasis here is on primary care, not the highly-spemalmed 
medicine that many doctors find more interesting. But Foster was able to meet the city s

JOANNE SILBERNER: Twenty-five teens are sitting, boy-girl-boy-girl, m a classroom in 
a Nashville high school. It’s an after school program Foster started eight years ago for 
teenagers from two city housing projects. Every day Joe Jenkins starts the class

outstanding physicians from around this country who were dedicated to the mission of 
Meharry to serve the underserved and were willing to come to Nashville, Tennessee and

PHIL BREDESEN, Mayor of Nashville, Tennessee: He has a very nice, low-key way of 
getting things done. What I found was that- that in a very political environment, which 
things like this merger were, he had a way of getting things done without being overtly 
political, that his kind of quietness and conservatism and competence was a very- it just

people in Nashville didn't want. The city went through months of public hearings on the 
merger. Republicans and Democrats both credit Foster with being able to bring all sides 
together. He worked behind the scenes in closed-door meetings, keeping people talking.

work at General Hospital, even in the old facility. Most people didn’t believe that we 

would be able to recruit people like that.

JOANNE SILBERNER: There are lots of reasons doctors might not want to come to 
Meharry. Some of the patients can't pay their doctors' bills at all, and many patients' 
bills are paid at low government rates. The medical school doesn't own a lot of fancy 
machines and didn't have enough patients to maintain accreditation for some of its 
teaching programs, and the emphasis here is on primary care, not the highly-specialized 

requirement of 56 doctors. One of the doctors who came was obstetrician-gynecologist 

El win Grimes [sp].

present me with a challenge that would be one of the most difficult of my whole life. AU 
right, and then he described the need that existed here, and from there, we got into 
discussions that have to do with what's important in regard to the contributions that we 
make as physicians. What are the things that we aU do that make a difference.

JOANNE SILBERNER: What Foster is most known for in Nashville and what was 
supposed to seU him to the Congress is a local program caUed T Have a Future.

JOE JENKINS, 'I Have a Future' Instructor: OK. Once again, welcome to family fife 
education. Once again, for those who may have forgotten from week-to-week, I m Joe



STUDENTS IN CLASS: Abstinence.

Tanya Rutledge [sp] is 17. She’s been in the program eight years.

JOANNE SILBERNER: What would that kind of life be like?

JOANNE SILBERNER: If you hadn't been in the program, what do you think your life 
would be like?

TANYA RUTLEDGE: It would be awful because I wouldn't be able to go to college and 
make the kind of money that I want to make.

TANYA RUTLEDGE: I think I would probably be like my other friends which have ‘ 
children or they're about to have a child.

TANYA RUTLEDGE, T Have a Future’ Student: I plan to graduate this year and go to 
college, and I want to own my own beauty shop.

JOANNE SILBERNER: The national controversy over abortion, that started after the 
president named Foster, hasn't cost him support here. Gibson says the local community 

FRANK GIBSON, Political Editor, The Tennessean: I would-1 would say that I was 
surprised, but only because I-1 would not have thought about it. You know, he just did 
not have a very high profile in this community. No, you know- no controversy, certainly 
that this newspaper has known about and written about.

JOE JENKINS: OK. Everybody understand this is a teen pregnant prevention program? 
Everybody understand the best way to prevent pregnancy is-

JOE JENKINS: Abstinence. Once again, always understand, no matter what you hear 
from everybody else, there are more people not having sex than there are having sex.

JOANNE SILBERNER: It's not just abstinence, the program also teaches birth control 
methods and sexual responsibility, something that conservatives raised concerns about 
the first day after Foster's nomination. But the focus of the program is life skills; 
teaching the teens how to conduct themselves in job interviews and on the job, having 
them run a small business, tutoring, taking them on trips, that sort of thing. The idea is 
to teach the teens that there are better ways to get attention than having a baby.

JOANNE SILBERNER: More than 800 teens have gone through the program since 
Foster started it. There are no hard statistics on how well the program is doing, but 
during one 30-month period, only one girl got pregnant - much lower than in the past. In 
some circles, like the housing projects and the local medical community, Henry Foster is 
a hero. But citywide he is not that well known. Frank Gibson, political editor of one of 
Nashville’s newspapers. The Tennessean, didn't expect even the nomination or what 
followed.



me.

BILL BOMGARDNER, Local Leader Christian Action Council: I certainly have no 
personal ill will to Dr. Foster. I just think it's a poor decision to put a pro-abortionist on 
as the top doc. There are certain things that disqualify you, and this is one of those 
issues. Killing people is sort of permanent.

is continuing to back Foster. There were no major questions about the hysterectomies 
Foster performed on retarded women. The only opposition in Nashville to Foster's 
nomination seems to come from people who don't know him personally. They, like some 
national leaders, strongly object to the abortions he's done. Bill Bomgardner [sp] leads 
the local chapter of an anti-abortion group, the Christian Action Council.

INEZ CRUTCHFIELD, Patient of Dr. Foster: Because of him, I frequently say, 'I am 
alive today.’ Because it was Dr. Foster who discovered that I had cancer at a very early 
stage, and it was Dr. Foster who did the surgery.

INEZ CRUTCHFIELD: I was very angry. I was just furious, to be very frank with you. 
That anyone would question- having known him as well as I did, I could not imagine 
persons questioning his professionalism, his reputation here, in Tennessee, in this city, 
was without blemishes, far as I-1 would know.

AVON WILLIAMS HI, Acquaintance of Dr. Foster: If you're going to make this a 
referendum on abortion, and on doctors who perform abortions, Hank Foster is probably 
the worst choice you could possibly make. I mean, from a standpoint of political strategy, 
as a pro-lifer, Hank Foster is not- would not be the guy I’d be trying to bring down. 
Hank Foster has not been an abortionist. He's been promoting life most of his career. 
Why would we choose somebody like Hank Foster to vilify? It just doesn't make sense to 

JOANNE SILBERNER: Crutchfield says she was thrilled when she heard her doctor had 
been nominated as surgeon general. But the political battle that began soon after upset 
her.

JOANNE SILBERNER: But not all abortion opponents feel that way. Avon Williams m 
[sp] is the son of the first African-American state senator in Tennessee, and has known 
Foster his whole life. Foster nursed Williams' wife through a tough pregnancy and 
delivered his daughter. Williams is a Republican, a member of the Christian right. He 
thinks abortion should only be considered when the mother's life is at stake. Williams 
says Foster shouldn't have done any abortions, but that all the other things that he has 
done would make him a good surgeon general.

JOANNE SILBERNER: On a cold and rainy Wednesday evening, the male chorus at the 
First Baptist Church on Nashville's Capitol Hill is rehearsing. Down the hall, the pastor 
Reverend Sherman Tribble [sp] has gathered a few people together to talk about Henry 
Foster. This is Foster’s church. He's been a member since he arrived in Nashville in 
1973. The congregation strongly supports him. Inez Crutchfield [sp] is a church member 
and a patient of Dr. Foster's.



JOANNE SILBERNER: Foster began presenting his views this week. He spent two days 
on Capitol Hill in Washinrtnn t.alkinfr tn cnnatn-rc Innlrincr-Tn-r tKa oama 1U—J ____  .Capitol Hill in Washington, talking to senators, looking for the same kind of support
he s gotten from his community. This is Joannp Silberner reporting

come before the authorities to be tried, don't spend a lot of time concocting answers. Rely 
on the spirit, or the Holy Spirit to guide you. And as he looked at that particular verse, 
when we were leaving the service, he just kept pointing to it. He'd say, 'Reverend, that's 
it- That's it. That's it.' And. I guess, for him it. saiH that ■arhon T cra-b 

JOANNE SILBERNER: Foster came back to the church last weekend. Reverend 
Sherman Tribble says he's in good spirits, his faith challenged, but not shaken.

Rev. SHERMAN TRIBBLE, Pastor, First Baptist Church: Sunday when we looked at our 
New Testament lesson, one of the verses from Luke, Chapter 12 said that, when persons

the spirit, or the Holy Spirit to guide you. And as he looked at that particular 

— That's it. That's it.' And, I guess, for him it said that, when I get a chance to present 
my views in the public forum, it’ll be all right.
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Some experts in obstetrics and gynecology as well as medical ethicists interviewed today
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The selected documents the White House made public on Saturday nightincluded articles 
from scientific journals, speeches. Congressional testimony and book reviews. But they were 
not a complete set of his writings.

Among the documents made public by the Administration were some showing that Dr. 
Foster had spoken out about the need to expand the national health service to provide more 
care to poor people and to those in rural areas. In May 1994, he asked Congress for $24 
million to help Meharry Medical College in Nashville, of which he was acting president.

In the face of mounting furor over Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr.'s performing abortions, as well 
as hysterectomies on severely retarded women, the White House issued documents over the 
weekend portraying Dr. Foster, President Clinton's nominee for Surgeon General, as a devoted 
medical educator dedicated to improving the health and welfare of the poor.

Another document showed that as he completed a year as president of the Association of 
Professors of Gynecology and Obstetrics in March 1994, Dr. Foster gave a speech that was 
sharply critical of medical education's main organization, the Association of American 
Medical Colleges. He criticized what he called the group's flawed logic in recommending that 
obstetrics and gynecology be abolished as a required course for American medical students.

The surgical sterilizations were the latest disclosures about Dr. Foster's 38-year career to 
fuel criticism. But the White House maintains that Dr. Foster was very much in the 
mainstream of medical practice when he performed them, in the 1960's and 1970's.

In one document, a scientific report published in 1976, Dr. Foster said he performed an 
unspecified number of hysterectomies on severely retarded women for sterilization and 
"hygienic" reasons at a hospital in Tuskegee, Ala.



country at the time," said Dr. Kenneth Ryan, chairman of the department of obstetrics at

now.

the course of menstruation, they would not be able to care for themselves and you would 

have to restrain in order to put a tampon in, if you could get one in.

Today, he added, drugs can help.

But Dr. Mastroianm said he did not recall any dispute over the procedure at the time 

beyond the standard sensitivity to unnecessary surgery s------------------- .

Dr. Luigi Mastroianni Jr., a professor of obstetrics and gynecology who heads the division 
of human reproduction at the University of Pennsylvania, said such procedures "were the most 

agreed with the White House. They said those were times when doctors had little medication 
to protect severely retarded women against pregnancy and to help them avoid monthly

"Clearly it was very controversial, but well within the scope of standard practice^around the

Harvard Medical School, who headed a national commission for the protection of research 

patients.

But Dr. Ryan noted that the practice was certainly less disputed then than

• • r and undue risk. Indeed, he said he had
performed such procedures after going through the difficult process of obtaining informed 

consent.

"Even now, the issue of sterilization is hotly debated, and among people who are retarded 
and who cannot make decisions for themselves, it is very hard to get a consensus on what to 

do," Dr. Mastroianni said.

Dr. Foster discussed his use of hysterectomies for severely retarded patients in an article in 
The Southern Medical Journal in 1976 where he reviewed 485 hysterectomies at the John A. 

Andrew Memorial Hospital in Tuskegee from 1963 to 1973.

Recognizing that hysterectomy for sterilization "is not a universally accepted practice," Dr. 
Foster said that he had "begun to use hysterectomy in patients with severe mental 
retardation." Dr. Foster did not specify the number of these hysterectomies he performed or 

for how long.

Dr. Arthur Caplan, who heads the Center for Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania, 
said that in the Southern Medical Journal article Dr. Foster seemed keenly aware of the long 

history of abuse of surgical sterilization dating at least to the 1920's.

Dr. Caplan said that for its time. Dr. Foster's paper "represents an enlightened and 

humane method we had to allow people with severe mental deficiency to have any comfort at 

all."

"It was not just a matter to provide pregnancy protection, but also hygiene, he added. In

periods. But some conceded that while the practice was in the medical mainstream, it was still 

disputed.
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cutting-edge opinion about the need for caution and care with respect to that form of surgical 
sterilization."

By the 1970's, Dr. Caplan said, there was "a shift in thinking in the profession that you 
ought not do this without proxy consent and probably court review."
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We are here today to applaud Dr. Foster's accomplishments, not to 

apologize for them.

The
American 

College of
Obstetricians and

His knowledge should be shared with the nation, not silenced.

Dr. Henry Foster's career achievements are well-known. He has been on 
the faculty of Nashville's Meharry Medical College since 1973, where he has 
served as bean of the School of Medicine and as Acting President, and as Vice 
President for Health Affairs. He is a Professor and past Chairman in the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at Meharry. He is currently on 
sabbatical as a health policy fellow at the Association of Academic Health 
Centers in Washington, D.C. He has served as Chief of Ob-Gyn at Larson Air 
Force Base. He has been President of the Association of Professors of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics, an examiner for the American Board of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, and he is a member of the prestigious Institute of Medicine.

Foster is a widely-known, popular, and respected member of the

RALPH W. HALE, M.D.,
ACOG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. Foster is a widely-known, popular, and respected memoer or tne 
College, which represents over 90 percent of all the board-certified ob-gyns 
in this country. He has served with distinction on numerous College 
committees, dealing with issues ranging from education in family life to 
amhtil story care, maternal health, and resident education.

I personally know Hank Foster. Let me tell you what makes him special. 
He is the kind of compassionate, caring, and committed doctor that we all want 
as our personal physician, and that America will value as the nation's 

physician.

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), 
representing over 35,000 physicians specializing in women's health care, is 
here today to wholeheartedly and unequivocally support the nomination of Dr. 
Henry W. Foster as Surgeon General. And we are joined by other organizations 
representing thousands of doctors across this country.
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Dr. Foster's widely-acclaimed "I Have a Future" program encourages young

editorial, or a thirty-second sound bite. AA hearing does not mean one
hearing means a deliberative process before the duly-elected representatives

of the American people.

emergency rooms.

Within our own specialty of ob-gyn, for example, about 13 percent of our

His gift to thisThat is the point.That is the point. We do need Dr. Henry Foster, 
country is his life's work, and he will serve us well.

“ -  • It is a major public health issue. Who better
to"'lead the nation's dialogue on this question than someone who has worked on

even with our differences in personal views -- do_not share thatjselief  ̂

represent different types of doctors, ----------------
a variety of settings -- from public health clinics and pediatric offices to

What's right about this process is the choice of Dr. Foster for Surgeon 
General; what's wrong is how we set our public servants up to fail before they

members oppose abortion.
Dr. Foster is a fine man who deserves a fair hearing. 

Youngblood of Kansas City, whose statement

Many of them have called me this week, to say that
* ' ‘ One of them. Dr. James

we hand out today, says clearly,

"He should be the Surgeon General -- we need him!"

are allowed to speak for themselves.

There are some who would use the abortion issue as a litmus test for
judging a doctor's capacity for public service. Those of us here today 
J oct ___ .. f__  _i__K 4 o -F t

treating different types of patients, in

Dr Foster has chosen for his life's mission to work with people who 
need help the most, those who might not otherwise have access to health care, 

from infant mortality, to sexually transmissible diseases, drug and

people to delay sexual activity and to develop job skills and self-esteem. 
Reducing teen-age pregnancy has been a stated goal of Congress and the 
President for some time now. It is a major public health issue. Who better 

t_------ ------- -------------- ------ „
this problem successfully on a day-to-day basis for many years.

Dr. Foster has dedicated his life to caring for women and their babies
-- delivering over 10,000 of them -- and to promoting the health of their 

families.

In spite of Dr. Foster's illustrious record, there are some who would 
deny him a hearing before the nomination process has even begun.

UCCU LUG LUWJU, r.nw — Q

He is exceptionally qualified to cake on the health_challenge^that face_our

nation - - 1------ ------------
alcohol abuse, violence in our cities' streets, and teen-age pregnancy.

represent different types of doctors

We judge Dr. Foster on the totality of his career.

The key word
here is "process," that is, a full-fledged discussion of his qualifications 

before the United States Senate.



EXCERPTS OF MEDICAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR THE FOSTER NOMINATION

"Dr. Foster's commitment to public health, his dedication to the challenges of 
teen pregnancy, drug and alcohol abuse, violence and infant mortality 
demonstrate his qualifications to be the health guardian of the American 
people." American Medical Association

Ocher organizations supporting the Foster nomination: American College of 
Preventive Medicine, American Medical Women's Association, American 
Psychiatric Association, American Society for Reproductive Medicine,
Association of Minority Health Professions Schools, Association of Professors 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine, 
Council on Resident Education in Obstetrics and Gynecology, Council of 
University Chairs of Obstetrics and Gynecology, National Medical Association.

"As an advocate for children, he will bring hands-on experience in battling 
some of our most important health problems, like infant mortality and teen 
pregnancy." American Academy of Pediatrics

"He enjoys widespread respect among his peers, who to a person perceive him as 
a physician with the integrity, personal and professional characteristics that 
make him an exemplary candidate to be the chief doctor in the land for all the 
people." Association of Academic Health Centers

"American academic medicine knows Dr. Foster extremely well and has benefitted 
over many years and in many ways from his enormous talents. He richly 
deserves the reputation he has earned as a nationally renowned medical 
educator and clinician." Association of American Medical Colleges

"Private decisions made by physicians and their patients should not and cannot 
serve as political fodder for any viewpoint -- liberal or conservative.(...) 
Dr. Foster's nomination should be considered on his record as a distinguished 
physician and educator." American College of Physicians

"The nomination of Henry W. Foster, M.D., an outstanding member of the 
Tennessee Medical Association, for the position of U.S. Surgeon General came 
as no surprise to physicians in Tennessee."

Tennessee Medical Association
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