
















































































The
Center for

Reproductive
Laiv & Policy

120 wall Sareer
New York, New York 10005 Usa
g 212-514-8534 » 212-514-553R jax

Fehruary 14, 1995

The Honorahle William J. Clinton
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We arc deeply disturbed by recent reports that the nomination of Dr. Henry
Foster to be the next Surgeon General of the United States is in jeopardy hecause he
has perfortned a number of abortions in his medical practice.

In this nation, women have a guaranteed constitutional right to makc and
implement informed choices about childbearing. Abortion is a necessary componcnt
of women's health care. Abortion is, in fact, medically indicated in a wide variety
of circumstances, and the procedure itsclf is significantly safer for the woman than
a full term pregnancy and dclivery. The point at which the medical risks of
pregnancy become unacceptable will differ depending on the circumstances and the
individual woman. Ethical standards -- and U.S. law -- require that women be
allowed to wcigh these risks for themselves. While individual physicians, who. for
reasons of conscience or religious belief, may decline to perform or assist in the
procedure, it is irresponsible and unethical for physicians to withhold or deny abortion
services to women who need them.

Since 1973, millions of women in this country have undergone abortions, and
raillions more have benefited from the option to make a personal choice. That
physicians who attend to their medical needs should be made targets for
discrimination, intimidalion, hatred, and even murder is an outrage.

Because of the urgent need to address issues of importance to women'’s hcalth,
it is particularly praiseworthy that you have appointed a distinguished obstetrician/
gynecologist to the position of Surgeon General. We urge you to resist those who
would fan the flames of hysteria and vilify Dr. Foster for fulfilling his medical
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obligation to this patients. For him to do less would violate the standards of medical
practice. We hope that Senators will consider this nomination solely on the basis of
Dr. Foster’s qualifications and experience. If they do so, we are confident they will
vote to confirm him as the next Surgeon General of the United States.

Sincerely,

7028

Janet Benshoof
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New Yous, NY 10015-2871

(212) 92860633

FAX (212) 220 1ut,
President Bill Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20030

Dear President Clinton:

We write to express the strong support of the NOW
lLegal Defense and Education Fund for Dr. Henry Foster
to be Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Foster is eminently qualified as a physician.
His experience in working with teenagers to build their
self-esteen and to give them the confidence to make
responsible choices regarding their own futures, their
families and their communities, will be invaluable in
addressing important social issues.

Dr. Postar’s pro-choice position is consistent
vith the views of the majority of Americans, including
Americans of virtually every religious and political
persuasion. NOW LDEF -tronqlx endorses his stand for
reproductive freedom. It is imperative that we do not
allov a ainority of extremists to derail the
confirmation procass. If they do, it will reinforce
the message that every doctor’s right to provide a
legal uodical procedure is in peril. Purther, it will
serve to erode a woman’s right to choose, which we know
you strongly support.

We urge you to continue your support for Dr.
Foster and to press strongly for his confirmation.

Sincerely,

LrL g

Executive Director




































DR. HENRY W. FOSTER: Personal Stories
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USA Today: "The Nominee, In His Own Words" [3/28/95]

President Clinton's Surgeon General nominee, an obstetrician and gynecologist, wears a
pink metal lapel pin in the shape of a ribbon, a symbol of breast cancer awareness. He
warns visitors that lung cancer is now the No. 1 killer of American women. On Why He
Wants The Job: "It [the surgeon general's position] gives me a platform to multiply what I
can do for mothers and babies and particularly adolescent health care, since the President
has stqted that teen pregnancy is one of our nation's major health problems. It's epidemic.”

National Public Radio, All Things Considered: "Dr. Foster's Work in Nashville
Praised" [2/1795]

Joanne Silberner: "Twenty-five teens are sitting, boy-girl-boy-girl, in a classroom in a
Nashville high school. It's an after school program Foster started eight
years ago for teenagers from two city housing projects. Every day Joe
Jenkins starts the class the same way."

Joe Jenkins: "OK. Everybody understand this a teen pregnant prevention program?
(IHAF Teacher)  Everybody understand the best way to prevent pregnancy is-"

Students in class: "Abstinence.”
Joe Jenkins: "Abstinence. Once again, always understand, no matter what you hear

from everybody else, there are more people not having sex than there are
having sex.”
















































Wash. Post; 2-12-95 p.

In Nashville,
A Portrait of

Compassion
Critics Missing
“Total Picture’ |

By John Schwartz

' Washington Post Scf Writer

v wha behkleajmu?; :
Brian, 14, what he's i
in the “T Have a Future® pro-
gram, founded by Henry W.
Fostm fI;::mident Clin-
ton's choi surgeon gen-
be a man.” Fourteen-year=
Mike Rucker says afternoons
at the center doing home-
work help him “stay out of
trouble” by “not selling
drugs.”

Just two weeks ago, Foster
was mainly known for the sev-
en-year-old program preach-
ing values such as cooperation
and personal esteem that he -
had brought to teenagers such
as Brian and Rucker in ‘Nash-.
ville's public housing projects.
Tgc!ay.theﬁquu-oldobgte-

trnician-gynecologist

self the touchstone of another
national debate on abortion,
his every action over a 35-
year career the subject of mi-

Croscopic scrutiny,

But here, those who know
Foster find the portrayal of
him by antiabortion activists
to bear little resemblance.to
the community-minded for-
mer medical school dean
whose hard work and easy-
going manner have made him

See POSTER, A8, CoL 1 .-






















Rev. SHERMAN TRIBBLE, Pastor, First Baptist Church: Sunday when we looked at our
New Testament lesson, one of the verses from Luke, Chapter 12 said that, when persons
come before the authorities to be tried, don't spend a lot of time concocting answers. Rely
on the spirit, or the Holy Spirit to guide you. And as he looked at that particular verse,
when we were leaving the service, he just kept pointing to it. He'd say, Reverend, that's
it. That'sit. That's it.' And, I guess, for him it said that, when I get a chance to present
my views in the public forum, it'll be all right.

JOANNE SILBERNER: Foster began presenting his views this week. He spent two days
on Capitol Hill in Washington, talking to senators, looking for the same kind of support
he's gotten from his community. This is Joanne Silberner reporting.









IHAF IS A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AWARD-WINNING PROGRAM:

+ In 1989, the American Medical Association awarded ITHAF its Adolescent Health
Award

* In 1991, President George Bush selected IHAF to be one of America's Thousand
Points of Light

FUNDED BY PRESTIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY:
» Carnegie Corporation of New York

« William T. Grant Foundation

« Bill and Camille Cosby

+ State of Tennessee, Department of Health

« United Way of Middle Tennessee






NATIONAL MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL MINORITY AIDS COUNCIL

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN

NATIONAL OSTEOPOROSIS FOUNDATION

NATIONAL WOMEN'S LAW CENTER

NOW LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATION FUND

OLDER WOMEN'S LEAGUE

100 BLACK MEN

100 BLACK WOMEN, INC.

OPERATION PUSH, INC.

- PATHFINDER INTERNATIONAL

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY

PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

PLANNED PARENTHOOD FEDERATION OF
AMERICA

PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY

PRIMARY CARE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

PROGRESSIVE BAPTIST CONVENTION

RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE
CHOICE

SEXUALITY, INFORMATION AND EDUCATION
COUNCIL OF THE UNITED STATES

SOCIETY FOR ADOLESCENT MEDICINE

SOCIETY OF CRITICAL CARE MEDICINE

SOCIETY FOR INVESTIGATIVE DERMATOLOGY

SOCIETY FOR PEDIATRIC RESEARCH

SUMMIT 'S93 HEALTH COALITION

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, OFFICE FOR
CHURCH AND SOCIETY

UNITED HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, GENERAL
COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE

UNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH MOVEMENT

VOTERS FOR CHOICE

WIDER OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN

WOMEN'S LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

ZERO POPULATION GROWTH

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY









DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers
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CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Throughout his medical practice and distinguished career, Dr. Foster
has promoted abstinence as the best way to prevent unwanted
pregnancy. His life's work, as he has said repeatedly, has been
dedicated to making sure young people don't have to face the choice of
having abortions.

BACKGROUND: Dr. Foster published an article, "Contraceptives in
Sickle Cell Disease,” which examined the different reproductive
options for women with sickle cell anemia. He acknowledged that
abortion is viewed as a contraceptive in parts of Europe, but did not
advocate the use of abortion as a contraceptive in the U.S.

Dr. Foster is an abortionist.

Dr. Foster is one of the nation's leading physicians -- a highly
respected obstetrician/gynecologist and one of the leading medical
educators in the country. In his distinguished 38-year career, Dr.
Foster has delivered thousands of babies and instructed hundreds of
young physicians.

Dr. Foster's life has been dedicated to preventing unwanted
pregnancies and making sure young people don't have to face the
choice of having abortions. Dr. Foster does believe strongly in the
right of a woman to choose and echoes the President's belief that
abortions should be safe, legal, and rare.

Dr. Foster has promoted in-home abortions to make them more
available as contraceptives.

Dr. Foster does not equate any form of abortion with contraception.
He has never promoted the use of in-home abortions, nor has he
indicated such support in his writings.

Dr. Foster believes that abortions should be safe, legal and rare. He
believes that when abortions are done, they should be performed in
the safest manner possible. Therefore, as an expert in the field of
maternal health, he supports research into safer methods.
[continued]






DR. HENRY FOSTER: Questions and Answers

Page 5

STERILIZATION

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

Dr. Foster has performed hysterectomies to sterilize severely retarded
women.

In 1976, when Dr. Foster wrote that he had performed hysterectomies
on severely retarded women, the sterilization of severely mentally
retarded women for hygienic purposes was within the medical
mainstream. Medical theory and practice have changed in the
intervening decades and Dr. Foster no longer accepts the sterilization
of a severely mentally retarded woman as appropriate. Dr. Foster
believes strongly in the individual rights of the disabled.

In the article, Dr. Foster stressed that "obstetricians and
gynecologists must guard vigilantly against injudicious and
indiscriminate removal of the normal uterus.”

BACKGROUND: Nineteen years ago, in 1976, Dr. Foster wrote an
article saying he had recently "begun to use hysterectomy in patients
with severe mental retardation.” This was done to "eliminate the
menses, which can be of significant hygienic benefit to those severely
handicapped individuals."”

Dr. Arthur Caplan, Director of the Center for Bioethics at the
University of Pennsylvania, said that Dr. Foster's article seemed
keenly aware of the long history of abuse of surgical sterilizations.
For its time, the article "represents an enlightened and cutting-edge
opinion about the need of caution and care with respect to that form of

surgical sterilization."” [New York Times, 2/13/95]

Dr. Foster has routinely encouraged sterilization of patients with
sickle cell disease after they have been able to deliver a child.

Dr. Foster actively opposed routine sterilization of sickle-cell disease
patients. He has encouraged counseling, screening, and patient
management to enable women with this disease to have healthy
babies. From the start of his medical career, Dr. Foster has
conducted path-breaking scientific research on the diagnosis and
treatment of sickle cell disease, improving both maternal and child
survival rates.
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TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY

CHARGE:

RESPONSE:

It seems clear from many news accounts that Dr. Foster attended a
1969 meeting of the Macon County Medical Society where the
members of the society granted permission to continue the notorious
Tuskegee syphilis study in which poor black men were experimented
on. How can such a person be considered for the position of Surgeon
General?

Dr. Foster has said that he first learned of Tuskegee Syphilis study
in 1972 and was outraged. As President of the local medical society,
he called its members together immediately to try to identify the
infected men and get them treatment. He says that he has no
memory of attending such a meeting in 1969, but knows that if he
had heard of the study earlier, he would have demanded then that it
be immediately stopped.

In fact, Broadus Butler, who was appointed by the Department of
Health to investigate the study, concluded that: "What was clear from
our review was that this was a federal government study from start to
finish, with no input or participation from local Tuskegee doctors,
Any effort to assign blame to the local doctors -- many of whom

weren 't even aware of the study until the very end and then were not
aware of the details -- is terribly misplaced.”

Dr. Foster was a young black doctor who had deliberately chosen to
go Alabama to serve the very people he is being accused of neglecting.
It is outrageous that groups who oppose Dr. Foster's nomination to
achieve their own narrow goals circulate yet another wild allegation
to turn attention away from the qualifications of one of the nation's
leading physicians for this important position.















DR. HENRY FOSTER, JR., MD
An Abbreviated Biography

PERSONAL HISTORY: MARRIED FOR 35 YEARS, TWO CHILDREN

Born 1933 September 8, in Pine Bluff, Arkansas
Married 1960 St. Clair Anderson
Children 1962 Myrma Faye

1964 Wendell, III

EDUCATION/TRAINING: EXPERIENCED OBSTETRICIAN/GYNECOLOGIST

College 1954 B.S. Degree
Morehouse College (Atlanta, GA)
1958 M.D. Degree
School of Medicine, University of Arkansas (Little Rock)
Internship 1958-59 Detroit Receiving Hospital
Wayne State University (Detroit, MI)
Military 1959-61 Captain and Medical Officer, U.S. Air Force
: Larson Air Force Base (WA)
1961-62 Active Reserves, Air Force (Boston, MA)
Residency 1961-62 Surgical Resident

Malden Hospital (Malden, MA)

1962-65 Ob/gyn Resident
George W. Hubbard Hospital (Nashville, TN)

MEDICAL PRACTICE: A THIRTY EIGHT YEAR CAREER

Tuskegee, AL
1965-73 Chief, Obstetrics and Gynecology

John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital
Tuskegee Institute

1970-73 Director, Maternity and Infant Care Project
Tuskegee Institute

Nashville, TN

1973-90 Professor and Chairman,
Dept. of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Meharry Medical College

Chief, Obstetrics and Gynecology
George W. Hubbard Hospital of Meharry Medical College

1981-86 Director, High Risk Youth Program
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation









Sasha Bruce Foundation, March 3, 1995

As your Surgeon General I will have multiple responsibilities -- but the health needs
of America's children will be one of my largest priorities.

I have seen first hand, what poverty, neglect, abuse, and lack of health care access can
do to a young person. In crowded cities and in places you can't even find on a map -- I
have come face to face with real life and death challenges. . . Low birthweight babies
born to mothers not yet old enough to drive a car. . . Low income women in the rural
south with no access to prenatal care, and no one but a lay midwife at their side at the
time of delivery.

I know that these impediments not only stunt the growth of children, they inevitably
stunt the growth of this nation. There is nothing more in the national self-interest
than the protection and nurturing of our children. And I have devoted my entire
career to this goal.

To Medical Residents at Children's Hospital, March 6, 1995

It is no accident that I am an educator -- by practice and by preference -- and that the
President has asked me to be Surgeon General. The role of Surgeon General -- a role
critically important to our nation -- is that of an educator. To educate the American
people about positive health activities to embrace, preventive health measures to
adopt, and negative health measures to avoid. But in a sense it is what we do every
day in our practice and in our teaching.

It is trying to use science to heal and to educate -- and to provide our communities and
our society with the care they need when they need it. The Surgeon General's
responsibility is to do this from the highest office. But it is also what all of you will do
when you finish your training and serve the world as doctors. And it is what my
former students practice every day.

This is a very exciting time. Our challenges are great, but so are our opportunities. In
America, we are free to make our country as good in practice as in promise, and I
believe that working together we can do that.
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Contact:
MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
"I Have A Future" program -
1005 D.B. Todd Blvd.
Nashville, Tennessee 37208
(615) 327-6100

Henry W. Foster, M.D., DirecTOR

LorrRaINE WiLLIAMS GREENE, PH.D., DepuTy DIRECTOR

I Have a Future























































































































































































