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Fehruary 14, 1995

The Honorahle William J. Clinton
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington. DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We are deeply disturbed by recent reports that the nomination of Dr. Henry
Foster to be the next Surgeon General of the United States is in jeopardy because he
has performed a number of abortions in his medical practice.

In this nation, women have a guaranteed constitutional right to make and
implement informed choices about childbearing. Abortion is a necessary componcnt
of women's health care. Abortion is, in fact, medically indicated in a wide variery
ol circumstances, and the procedure itsclf is significantly safer for the woman than
a full term pregnancy and dclivery. The point at which the medical risks of
pregnancy become unaceeptable will differ depending on the circumstances and the
individual woman. Ethical standards -- and U.S. law -- require that women be
allowed to wcigh these risks for themselves. While individual physicians, who. for
reasons of conscience or rteligious belief, may decline to perform or assist in the
procedure, it is irresponsible and unethical for physicians to withhold or deny abortion
services to women who need them.

Since 1973, millions of women in this country have undergone abortions, and
ruillions more have benefited from the option to make a personal choice. That
physicians who attend to their medical needs should be made targets for
discrimination, intimidation, hatred, and cven murder is an outrage.

Because of the urgent need to address issues of importance to women's hcalth,
it is particularly praiseworthy that you have appointed a distinguished obstetrician/
gynecologist (o the position of Surgeon General. We urge you to resist those who
would fan the flames of hysteria and vilify Dr. Foster for fulfilling his medical
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2§ Years Defining and Defending Women's Rights
February 15, 1998

New Yous, NY 10013-2871

(212) 9286633

Fax (212) 220 1060
President Bill Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20050

Dear President Clinton:

We write to express the strong support of the NOW
Legal Defense and Education Fund for Dr. Henry Foster
to be 8Surgeon General of the United States.

Dr. Foster is eminently qualified as a physician.
His experience in wvorking with teenagers to build their
self-esteen and to give them the confidence to make
responsible choices regarding their own futures, their
families and their communities, will be invaluable in
addresesing important social issues.

Dr. Postar’s pro-choice position is consistent
with the views of the majority of Americans, including
Americans of virtually every religious and political
persuasion. NOW LDEF -tronqli endorses his stand for
reproductive freedoa. It is imperative that we do not
allow a minority of extreaists to derail the
confirmation process. If they do, it will reinforce
the message that every doctor’s right to provide a
legal nmedical procedure is in peril. Purther, it will
serve to erode a woman’s right to choose, which wa know
you strongly support.

We urge you to continue your support for Dr.
Foster and to press strongly for his confirmation.

Sincerely,

LTl g

Executive Director
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Stephon Wivo Cemgross Mo «c
15 East Bdth Strent

A] CO ngress American ewish Ciingross
.. Now York, NY MK 04+ N
212 8794300 ¢ Fax21? 72 A ews

Contact: Stephen Steiner February 3, 199§
Director of Public Relations For Immediate Release
212-360-1540

Stazernent of the American Jewish Congress
Commission for Women's Equality
on the
Nomination of Henry Wendell Foster, Jr.
as Surgeon General

The American Jewish Congress Commission for Women's Equality is delighted that
President Clinton has nominated Henry Wendell Foster, Jr. to the post of Surgeon General and
hopes that the Congress speedily approves the nomination.

Dr, Foster's experience on the staff of Mcharry Medical College and as its Director
amply prepares him to serve as Surgeon General AJCongress is particularly pleased that the
President has selected a physician concerned witi the issue of women's health needs, an area
long neglected by the medical establishment. Dr, Foster's leadership of Nashville's "I Have A
Future” programs, a successful effort to teach teenagers to delay sex and childbearing, augurs
well for his leadership of President Clinton's cainpaign to attack the high rate of teenage
pregnancy in the United States. Teenage pregnancy creates serious health, social and
economic difficulties for adolescent mothers and their children. By his appointment of Dr,
Foster, President Clinton has recognized that the solution to this and other health problems lies
in increased knowledge, improved communication and the courage of public officials to risk

offending some in the service of improving the lives and health of many.

Lois C. Waldman
Acting Director,
Commission forWomen's Equality

The American Jewish Congress, founded in 1918 by Rabbi Stephen Wise, Justice Louis
Brandeis and other distinguished Jews, specializcs in combatting all forms of bigotry through
law and legislation. Considered the legal voice 1f the American Jewish community, it works to
safeguard Jewish interests, protect basic freedon.s enshrined in the American Bill of Rights and
to advance the securlly of Israel.

-end.
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W National Council of Jewish Women news
53 West 23rd StreetmNew York, NY. 10010  (212) 645-4048

Director of Public Relations

Michele Spirn

For Release:

Immediately
Contact:

Julie Nusbaum
(202) 296-2588

NCJW SUPPORTS FOSTER NOMINATION FOR SURGEON GENERAL

Washington, D.C. -- Susan Katz, National President of the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW),
issued the following statement today on the nomination of Dr. Henry Foster, Jr. for U.S. Surgeon General:

"NCJW believes Dr. Foster to be an extremely qualified candidate for U.S. Surgeon General. Throughout his
carccr, Dr. Foster has advocated responsible reproductive health policies to protect women's health,
strengthen familics, combat teenage pregnancy, and reduce the necd for abortion. We particularly applaud his

exemplary "l Have a Future" program, designed to prevent tecnage pregnancy, substance abuse and
uncmployment among teens.

"In more than 30 years as an obstetrician/gynecologist, Dr. Foster has provided routinc medical care to
women who at some point in their lives may have needed birth control, childbirth, or abortion services. He is
now being condemned by radical right-wing groups for performing abortion--a legal medical procedure-- in
the context of providing women with a full range of reproductive health care services. The National Council

of Jewish Women is gravely concerned that a small but vocal minority is using this issue as a litmus test for
holding public office.

"NCJW believes that Dr. Foster will make an outstanding U.S. Surgeon General at this critical time and

would serve the health needs of all Americans. We call upon the Senate to move swiftly to confirm Dr.
Foster."

The National Council of Jewish Women has long supported family planning and the right of reproductive
choice as esscntial to the lives and health of women and families. We are a volunteer organization, inspired by
Jewish values, that works through a program of research, education, advocacy and community scrvice to
improve the quality of life for women, children and famifics and strives to ensure individual nghts and
frcedoms for all. NCJW has 90,000 members 1n over SO0 communitics around the country.
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\ational Medical Association

[012 Tenth Street. 1.\,
Wiashington, D.C. 20001
(020 317 1395 < FAX [202) V23203

MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact Janice Brown-Glasgow
Thursday, February 9, 1995 202-347-1895
No. 295-0!

Statement From The National Medical Association on The
Nomination of Henry W. Foster, M.D. for U.S. Surgeon General

Washington, D.C., February 9, 1995 -- The Nauonal
Medical Association strongly supports the nomination of Henry W
Foster, M.D. as United States Surgeon General. Dr Foster is a
long standing member of the National Medical Association He
has served as the Dean and Acting President of Meharrv Medical
College and he has been a practicing Obstetrician and Gynecologist
for more than 30 years. He is a man of integrity, compassion and
is an extremely qualified candidate.

Dr. Foster is a competent physician who has been working
on public health problems for decades. He has delivered thousands
of babies and has been involved in programs working to prevent
teenage pregnancy by encouraging abstinence, staying in school
and making good choices. The National Medical Association feels
that the controversy over Dr. Foster's candidacy i1s misguided and
views his ultimate appointment as U.S. Surgeon General as an
opportunity to improve the quality of care for people across the
country.

The National Medical Association represents the interests of
more than 20,000 African American physicians who promote the
science and art of medicine. We enthusiastically support Dr.
Foster's nomination.
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