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“Gerstley puts his own stamp

on huge autograph collection

Mike Gerstley, vice
president of major
accounts for Spring Air
in Union City, Calif.,
collects autographs.

UNION CITY, Calif. — Mike Gerstley, vice president of major accounts
for Spring Air in Union City, says his autograph collection is unlike any other
in the country.

For one thing, he has more than 5,000 autographs. That’s right — 5,000.
But the unique thing about Gerstley’s collection is that each autograph is
connected in some way to a commemorative stamp.

Among his prized signatures is that of Abraham Lincoln. He also has
autographs from 30 other U.S. presidents and from all the current Supreme
Court justices except Antonin Scalia, who doesn’t sign autographs.

Gerstley’s collection dates back to 1935, when his grandfather decided to
combine his two hobbies of stamp and autograph collecting.

His grandfather would send a stamp to a person whose autograph he
wanted and ask them to sign the stamp, which was linked in some way to that
person. For example, stamps commemorating the state of New York were sent
to the governor and senators of New York.

When his grandfather died, he willed the collection to his only grandson,
Gerstley, who was about 4 years old at the time. Gerstley didn’t become
interested in the collection until 1960, when he was recovering from the Hong
Kong flu.

Gerstley’s collecting is all done by mail. He positions the stamp on a card
and mails it to the person whose autograph he wants. His response rate is
better than 90%. ‘‘Most pecople say it's so unique that they are pleased to do
it,”” he said.

Gerstley focuses primarily on politicians and other people of note such
as Nobel prize winners. He has all the astronauts since 1960, including Neil
Armstrong and the Challenger crew. He also has all the presidents and
scnators who have served since 1960.

The signature that Gerstley would most like to get is that of George
Washington, which generally has a price tag of $5,000 to $12,000. The only
autographs he has ever bought or plans to buy are former presidents. He paid
$400 for an authenticated signature of Abraham Lincoln four years ago and
has since been offered $2,100 for it.

But, he said, he’s never sold an autograph and doesn’t plan to. “*My kids
would kill me if I sold any. They all three want to keep it going.”” —C.D.S.













