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MEMORANDUM FOR THE IDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT: STATUS OF AMERICORPS - POLITICS, POLLS AND THE PRESS

1.

2.

3.

^o^ernmen^auUiorit^novedoutsid^ofWgghyjgjgrn^h^states^peratio^^^^^^^^m^iii)
J^^£^£eo£lejik^m?^^middi^ias^ids_can_usrin^a7forconegeland*(ivn^voH<7^**
lLJl£l£s--2£2Ul£dl^2JE£_zz_niLQQlg_ciass Kias can use it to pay tor college and (iv) it works — 
teaching students, helping cop^clearungstream^nTrestorin^a^s^uiTSirfg homes, and the 

like. When the latter point — actual community results -- was laid out, support jumped off the 

charts, crossing all party and ideological lines.

FY'96 Appropriations: Each battle over the next year (FY'95 rescission, FY'96 
appropriations and FY'96 reauthorization) builds on the preceding one. The current rescission 

assumes added importance because of the likelihood that FY'96 appropriations for AmeriCorps 
will not exceed the ultimate FY'95 levels (despite our budget submission of $828 million, a 43% 

increase over FT'95 levels). Consideration of next year's appropriations began in the House, with 

Eli's testimony before the VA/HUD Subcommittee March 24. We used the hearing to lay before 

Congress and the public (i) the profile of AmeriCorps Members and (ii) AmeriCorps' proven 

successes (more on both below).

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ELI SEGAL
RICK ALLEN ifr

Rescission: As you know, the House voted a 72% cut ($416 million) in AmeriCorps' 

FY'95 funding of $580 million. The Senate Appropriations Committee's mark cut roughly half of 
that ($210 million, equal to the House Committee recommendation). At this time, Minority 

Leader Daschle's omnibus amendment includes full restoration of national service funding; 

Senators Breaux and Campbell have a back-up, stand-alone amendment on national service which 

would restore 80% of the Senate's cut (that is, we would end up with a net rescission of about 

$40 million). There continues to be great confusion in the Senate over the entire rescission 

package, and we can not predict whether the Breaux amendment will even come up for a vote, 
but the Senator reports Republican support (Jeffords and Chaffee joining Campbell, with Snowe, 

Stevens, Shelby, Hutchinson and Specter prime targets). The strong sponsorship by conservative 

Democrats — which is mirrored in the House — is also noteworthy. Republicans who voted for 
the 1993 legislation remain our key swing category for future votes.

Fqcus Grpup: We have honed an effective way to communicate national service as a 
result of a focus group Peter Hart ran for us (without charge) two weeks ago. The diverse group 

of voters traeked broader pi ihl

keys to resonance for national service were: that (i) it 
reinforces core American values fresnonsibilitv. citizenshin andcommunitv): (ii) it is smart 

THE PREStbENT HAS SEZN



4.

5.

6.

7.

AmeriCorps Members fall into three nearly equal groups, when analyzed by educational 

background. 38% were headed toward college or the job market, having either dropped out of 

high school or having graduated. 28% held either college or graduate degrees. The final third 
indicated attaining an Associate's Degree or otherwise having some college education - many in 

this category are currently in college or planning to return. This diversity underscores the 

advantage of having the AmeriCorps post-service educational award available to pay for college, 

graduate or trade school - or pay back student loans.

Corporate Support: The corporate community has also risen to the rescission challenge. 

Mack McLarty was particularly effective in contacting major CEOs (including Auggie Busch, 
Dick Mahoney of Monsanto, and various energy company executives). We also came across a 

gem on City Year's Board - Republican Erie Chapman, the head of U.S. Health Corporation and 

a member of John Kasich's Finance Committee, whose outrage over the Congressional attacks on 

service was a particularly effective part of our press briefing (a copy of his remarks is attached). 

Indications of corporate and non-profit support are also attached.

The majority of AmeriCorps Members are in the traditional "college age years" - their twenties. 

Roughly a quarter are more recently out of high school, and about a fifth are part of the rapidly- 

growing "non-traditional college student" age category, over 30 years old. AmeriCorps Members 
reflect America's ethnic diversity. Roughly half are Caucasian, about a third African American, 

14% are Hispanic; 3% Asian /Pacific Islander and 2% Native American.

AmeriCorps Looks Like America: We have similarly distributed our recent analysis of the 

demographic characteristics of AmeriCorps Members - especially encouraging because recruiting 
is done by each local program, rather than nationally. AmeriCorps Members come predominantly 

from middle class families, with more than half having annual household incomes between 

$15,000 and $50,000. Overall, median family income was $28,156 and average family income 

was $33,461. AmeriCorps' $4725 post-service education benefit is a significant help for working 
families struggling to afford college.

Independent Validation of Effectiveness: We have known of AmeriCorps' successes 

anecdotally (from the Texas immunization campaign to the mid-term results of Cindy Perry's rural 

Kentucky tutoring program, which already has advanced the reading scores of 70% of the 

targeted students by two grade levels). Now, Aguirre International (a California-based evaluation 
firm headed by President Ford's Commissioner of Education) has completed its analysis of a 

randomly-selected 8% of AmeriCorps sites. The results are impressive (a copy of the report is 

attached). Far from engaging in make-work, AmeriCorps Members are showing impressive 

results on long-term community probjergs We have circulated the Aguirre Report widely, 
including in a major briefing for the Washington press, in packets to Congress, and as handouts to 

the student journalists recently briefed at the White House.

Press Coverage: Congressional attacks have stimulated broad support for AmeriCorps, 
both inside and outside of the Beltway. The press has generally deemed opposition to the 

program to have stemmed from political partisanship, rather than principle. We have made a 

concerted attempt to keep the print press aware of the stakes in the rescission battle and the 
resulting editorial support has been substantial. We attach highlights. Negative press continues to 

be relatively slight and comes from conservative papers; principal criticisms are cost and necessity, 
and the loudest critic continues to be Bill Kristol's partner John Walters.
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AmeriCorps*USA at Five Months

March 22,1995

The following report aggregates and summarizes the bulk of the accomplishments of 1,654 
AmeriCorps*USA Members serving at 52 sites that were selected randomly from across the 
nation. Listed accomplishments represent the efforts of approximately 8% of 
AmeriCorps* USA's operating sites during the first five months of operation—from September, 
1994 through January, 1995.

The accomplishments are grouped within AmeriCorps*USA's four issue areas: education, public 
safety, health and human needs, and environmental and neighborhood restoration. The list, while 
both long and diverse, is not exhaustive; not every accomplishment has been captured. 
Nevertheless, the list summarizes the major accomplishments of the selected sites.

A Summary of Accomplishments from 

52 Randomly Selected Sites ‘

| AGUIRRE INTERNATIONAL
1735 North Lynn Street. Suite 1000 • Rosstyn, VA 22209-2019

411 Borel Avenue. Suite 402 • San Mateo. CA 94402

1 Accomplishments listed are from reviews conducted with each operating site by 
Aguirre International evaluators between February 7 and March 9, 1995.



Education

The AmeriCorps Members helped at-risk children succeed in school by assisting them and their 
families to develop their sense of civic and community responsibility and to become more stable, 
more self-sufficient, and more involved in the community. Specific accomplishments include the 
following:

The AmeriCorps Members helped children and youth from impoverished urban and rural 
communities to succeed in school. They taught in classrooms, established new learning programs 
in and out of school, and prepared preschoolers for the demands of school. Specific 
accomplishments include the following:

• Organized and supervised community service projects for 4,469 at-risk children and youth. 
Projects included neighborhood cleanups and providing food for elderly people.

• Counseled, taught parenting skills, and/or provided problem solving assistance to 390 
families, 183 teen parents, and the low-income families of 440 children at risk of failing in 
school.

• Provided literacy or employment-related training for 694 adults.
• Provided intensive educational support — including regular counseling — to 30 troubled 

teenagers living in group homes and 33 low-income children, including 22 homeless 
preschoolers.

Aguirre International AmeriCorps*USA Accomplishment Summary — Page 2

March 21. 1995

• Taught 1,430 and tutored 7,638 pre-school, elementary, and junior high school students in 
basic educational skills.

• Conducted enriched learning programs and initiated new ones — such as computer-based 
reading instruction, peer tutoring, scientific experimentation, and programs for children with 
special needs — for 6,414 children.

• Established after-school and vacation programs to reinforce the academic involvement of 
4,656 children.



Public Safety

The AmeriCorps Members worked to prevent violence and drug abuse in families and communities 
and provided direct assistance to victims of crime as well as referring them to needed services. 
Specific accomplishments include the following:

The AmeriCorps Members worked to prevent violence in school by teaching mediation techniques, 
resulting in decreased incidence of violence and negative behavior. Specific accomplishments 
include the following:

• Resolved 414 school conflicts that might otherwise have ended in violence or with students 
dropping out of school because of fear of violence.

• Taught conflict resolution techniques to 8,119 school children.
• Counseled and taught alternatives to violence to 1,350 potential or actual gang members 

and 54 parents of children at risk of becoming involved in gangs.
• Initiated 3 programs to train school and community members to implement violence 

prevention activities.
• Secured donated materials and created a memorial garden and mural in memory of 3 

children slain in the streets.

• Conducted workshops fa- 220 at-risk individuals about family violence prevention.
• Answered crisis hotline calls and made referrals for 878 victims of sexual and domestic 

violence.
• Provided each of 470 victims of sexual and domestic violence with 30 days of counseling 

and assisunce.
• Counseled 35 elementary or high-school students in crisis as a result of rape, violence, or 

home difficulties.
• Counseled 1,180 teenagers about alcohol and drug abuse.
• Conducted home visits about drug or alcohol abuse prevention with 120 community 

residents.

Aguirre International AmeriCorps*USA Accomplishment Summary — Page 3

March 21,1995

The AmeriCorps Members started neighborhood safety programs, mobilized neighbors, and 
improved community/poiice relations, resulting in safer communities. Specific accomplishments 
include the following:

• Escorted 8,500 children to school through safe corridors.
• Started 258 neighborhood safety programs and patrolled 250 vacant buildings to prevent 

violence, drug-dealing and other illegal activities.
• Initiated 2 programs to improve community/poiice relations, including assisting a police 

mobile unit.



Aguirre International AmeriCorps*USA Accomplishment Summary — Page 4

March 21.1995

persons.

The AmeriCorps Members provided emergency medical services, as well as health training and 
education. Specific accomplishments include the following:

• Trained 1,144 inner-city residents in CPR.
• Provided emergency medical services to over 1,500 people.
• Screened 1,100 low-income children for lead toxicity and other health risks.
• Provided health counseling, education, or referrals and transportation to 220 low-income 

families and over 5,000 individuals.
• Disseminated health care information to 4,567 individuals.
• Distributed 150 children's car seats to low-income families.
• Conducted immunization screenings — immunizing 158 individuals and notifying 500 

others of their families' need to be immunized.
• Administered 301 HIV tests and counseled patients regarding results.
• Conducted workshops and distributed information on AIDS and tuberculosis to over 7 000 

people.

The AmeriCorps Members helped meet the basic needs of low-income and homeless people for 
food and shelter. They improved low-income housing, fed the hungry, and improved the methods 
of service referral and delivery. Specific accomplishments include the following:

• Renovated 238 inner-city housing units and 99 rural homes; began renovation of 121 more.
• Refurbished 2 homeless shelters and began to renovate 3 buildings — one for seniors, one 

for battered women, and one for the formerly homeless.
• Distributed food to more than 16,625 low-income people and packed 7,000 dinners and 

32,000 breakfasts for the hungry.
• Found shelter for 400 homeless families, and sorted and distributed clothes to 350 homeless 

individuals.
• Secured hospice housing for 27 people with AIDS and helped feed (on a weekly basis) 

1,250 people who have AIDS or who are HIV positive.
• Provided housing information or counseling to over 500 low-income and homeless families.
• Secured donated furniture, repaired it, and delivered it to 300 newly-housed families.

Health and Human Needs

The AmeriCorps Members made independent living easier for disabled, elderly, or hospitalized 
individuals by providing direct support service and by recruiting and organizing community 
volunteers. Specific accomplishments include the following:

• Helped 123 elderly persons, 50 visually impaired adults, and 9 visually impaired children 
live independently.

• Provided job-related training, independent living assistance and/or medical referrals for 135 
mentally ill or developmentally disabled persons.

• Organized weekly social activities for 400 elderly nursing home residents.
• Constructed wheel-chair accessible trails, ramps, or sidewalks at 3 parks, 5 low-income 

homes, and 4 public buildings.
• Obtained donated materials, trained 58 volunteers, and repaired the homes of 296 elderly



Environmental and Neighborhood Restoration

The AmeriCorps Members restored and stabilized the natural environment and wildlife habitats. 
Specific accomplishments include the following:

• Inspected and repaired 87 small dams, protecting 200 farms.
• Provided disaster recovery assistance to 350 land owners recovering from a flood; 

activities included sand and soil deposit mapping, advice on pasture and hayland 
management, watershed mapping, and computer simulations to plan floodplain 

management.
• Fought 2 major forest fires and saved 1 national park road from washing out.
• Joined at least 5 search and rescue efforts.

• Planted 212,500 trees.
• Restored 320 acres of wild land areas by repairing fire and flood damage, re-planting to 

prevent erosion, and fencing off wetlands to prevent illegal dumping.
• Restored or stabilized 27 miles of riverbed and stream banks to improve the habitat of 

salmon; fenced another 7 miles to keep cattle from destroying spawning grounds; repaired 
three aquaculture tanks with a capacity to rear 1,000,000 salmon fry per year.

• Removed 2,000 lbs. of trash from an urban river.
• Monitored water quality in 2 parkland areas.
• Surveyed 5,700 acres of National Forest land as part of reforestation programs to monitor 

reforestation efforts; conducted biological inventories on 12,000 acres of wetland.
• Built, restored, or maintained 311 campsites, 88 miles of parkland trails, 17 bridges, and 

1 mile of forest service road.
• Cleaned up storm debris and trash on 3 beaches, protected sand dunes on one beach, and 

built one wildlife observation platform and 3 duck blinds.

Aguirre International AmenCorps'USA Accomplishment Summary — Page 5

March 21, 1995

The AmeriCorps Members improved neighborhoods, parks, and recreation facilities by converting 
vacant lots, renovating buildings, repairing public facilities, and conducting recycling and 
conservation programs, resulting in a heightened sense of community ownership. Specific 
accomplishments include the following:

• Renovated 11 community buildings, including an inner-city medical clinic, community 
centers, and public schools.

• Converted 29 overgrown lots into green space; built 7 community gardens; planted trees 
along 30 city blocks.

• Cleaned 27 miles of road, restored 1 community reservoir, removed illegally'dumped 
garbage from one community; and unclogged more than 14,000 storm drains.

• Created 4 playgrounds, designed 1 picnic area, and improved safety at 1 scenic overlook.
• Restored, repaired, or maintained 19 historical landmarks and a traditional tribal 

longhouse.
• Completed 61 inner-city neighborhood clean-ups — including a city-wide graffiti removal.
• Distributed 1,375 low flush toilets and 1,700 water conserving showerheads in low-income 

neighborhoods — along with over 1,400 water conservation guides.
• Recycled 920 inefficient toilets and 1,120 inefficient showerheads.

The AmeriCorps Members responded to emergencies, including post-disaster environmental 
restorations, and worked to improve emergency response capacity in parks and public lands. 
Specific accomplishments include the following:
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Reneging on AmeriCorps

DAVID R. JOKES 

CAROLYN LEE 
JACK ROSENTHAL

tion is that the G.O.P. is out to slay political sym­
bols, not government waste. President Clinton 
proudly points to AmeriCorps as a high point of his 
Administration — a program that reflects his deep­
est values about public service. The G.O.P. wants to 
chop Mr. Clinton's pride to bits. But in the service of 
President-bashing, the Republicans would renege 
on promises made to thousands of participants. The 
rescission would send many home in the middle of 
their service. Never mind that they put off college 
or other commitments to work for minimum wages 
and a voucher, worth about $5,000 a year for up to 
two years, for college or vocational training.

The Republicans have a right to challenge the 
value of AmeriCorps. But the proper time is when 
Congress deliberates next year's budget. The haste 
to gut the program immediately reflects political 
animus carried to an extreme.
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of this week’s vote on a $17 billion package of 
midyear spending cuts, known as rescissions. The 
decision to rescind $17 billion is the G.O.P.'s; the 
budget law required almost none of the cuts.

Why, then, the budget ax? The obvious explana-

The House will decide as early as today wheth­
er to take back two-thirds of the money it previously 
voted to spend this year on AmeriCorps, President 
Clinton's national service program. The slashing 
attack on a worthy program can only be interpreted 
as an effort to humiliate the President.

In its first year, AmeriCorps has placed 20,000 
participants — more than the Peace Corps at its 
peak — with nonprofit organizations to do valuable 
community work. With minimal bureaucracy and 
overhead, participants have cleared crack houses, 
taught ghetto children and built low-cost housing.

The $400 million cut looms small in the context 
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Why harm AmeriCorps?

R

^vuutuu a pauMgc ui vjvji" ipcnaing grams ana neipmg eideny people secure 
cuts that would cripple AmeriCorps. A their homes. In Dade, they’re improving

AmeriCorps makes this deal with stu- earning power — and taxpaying — in 
dents who need money for college: Work the future. Given enough time, it will

SENATE VOTES TODAY
The program lets people 
earn college aid via public 

service. Why then do

at minimum wage in an area of national more than pay for itself. 
nue>l ~ assisting police, say, or tutoring Senate Republicans today should 
children, or rebuilding after disasters— undo the cynical folly started by their 
and the government will give you a counterparts in the House.

voiicher for each year that you AmeriCorps deserves time to prove 
work. 1 he voucher can be spent only on itself, and its goals — public service and 
postsecondary tuition or to retire a stu- earning your way into college — deserve 

;------ , L more than the back of the hand from

ggB
make sense in the bru- earn College aid via public helped build national 
tai vocabulary of service Whv rhendn Park facilities and 
Washington politics. service, yvny then do parks in m stales
But in any other terms. Conservatives hate it SO? AmeriCorps members 
thev re piam irrational.---------------------------------------—— jn Broward are run-

The Senate will vote ; ning after-school pro­
today on a package of GOP spending grams and helping elderly people secure 
cuts that would cripple AmeriCorps. A their homes. In Dade, they’re improving 
few weeks ago the House voted to slash parks and helping Habitat for Humanitv 
three-fourths of the agency’s budget for build affordable housing.
the 199o fiscal year, now half over. The Besides decimating a worthwhile pro­
Senate wouki pare only half that much, gram, the GOP attack on AmeriCorps 
It s the difference between amputating would invalidate a signed contract 
both legs, or just one. between the government and tens of

AmeriCorps ought to be a conserva- thousands of recruits who already are 
tive s dream: It helps people pay for col- signed up and at work.
lege education, but only in exchange for To achieve the mandated savings, 
honest labor in the public’s service. You many of those participants would have 
might call it a kind of “supply-side social to lay down their tools immediately and 
policy. It encourages people to invest return to unemployment. No job. no col- 
now in activities (education and public lege, no nothing
service) that will pay off — for them, for AmenCorps’ budget is small potatoes 
society and for the Treasury — both in the search for a balanced budget 
now and later The GOP> death warrant Besides, by helping young people get 
thus smacks of raw partisanship. into higher education, it enhances their

Senate Republicans today should

counterparts in the House.
AmeriCorps deserves time to prove

• - ------------------------------ earning your way into college — deserve
*4 °an‘u-I L more than the back °f the hand fromMeanwhile, the country gets a 1990s Congress.



Don’t abolish AmeriCorps

I
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Unsigned editorials in this column present the views of The Oregonian. 
Signed columns, letters and editorial cartoons elsewhere on this page and 
in the opinion section express the ulews of their authors and cartoonists.

Johnson, coordinator of the Oregon 
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Program, praised the work of 12 
AmeriCorps volunteers in lead-paint 
poisoning abatement.

The House's motive in aborting this 
program is less than edifying. The 
Wail Street Journal quoted Rep. Ger­
ald Solomon, R-N.Y., as explaining, 
"What we’re doing today is a 'get 
even.’ ”

At a time when Americans are ques­
tioning how much responsibility can 
be left to full-time government work­
ers, Americorps la a model of an ex­
panded volunteerism that can offer a 
new approach. Early signs are hope­
ful; in one year, the program Is al­
ready larger than the Peace Corps.

AmeriCorps is a promising prograrr 
of public service. The House has done 
It a disservice.

The Senate — and Hatfield — can de 
better.

Public service program deserves a chance

\ his week, Sen. Mark Hatfield,
chairman of the Appropria­
tions Committee, gets anoth­
er chance to stand against an

aggressive and unwise House on­
slaught. The House-passed rescission
package, now arriving in Hatfield's
committee, decimates the new Ameri-
Corps public service program — after
Just a single year of operation.

That’s not fair to the program, the
concept, the people It serves — or the
20,000 young Americans who have put
their lives on hold to serve in Ameri­
corps. In exchange for their work,
they receive a small living allowance,
limited health care coverage and had
been promised up to $9,450 in college
tuition credits.

Ln Portland. AmeriCorps volunteers
have tutored inner-city students,
weatherized older homes and worked
at restoring wetlands and a North
Portland park. In a letter to the editor 
earlier this month, Christopher 3.
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' ice. But the federal budget 1$ in tetri- to similar scrutiny. The people working 
hie ch^H- D.r..ki.—- in Am„iCorpS) in Washington and in
niined to either kin AmeriCorps or re- the field, have served this nation in a
tnct its growth. The House favored a first-class way. Their program deserves

to be as decentralized and efficient as won’t be growing into a luajOI national 
possible., relying on partnerships with service initiative. One option is to con- 
state and local agencies and organiza- tinue the effort as a pilot ptoeianr 
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AmeriCorps
Don’t suddenly put it to death
tiy most accounts. President Clinton's of $575 million. That would require 

national service program — Amcri- canceling contracts with hundreds of 
Corps — has been a great success in its local partners, sending 1.000 Amcri- 
nrst year. That hasn’t saved it, howev- Corps recruits home immediately and 
er, from a starring role on the House dismissing the rest within a few 
Republican hit list. House-approved re- months. The more moderate Senate 
cisions for the current year would re- proposal wouid trim AmeriCorps' 1995 
quire shutting down many corps proj- funding to the 1994 level. That still 
cels and sending home the young par- would take back 5210 million, but it 
ticipants. That’s not reasonable. At the would allow AmeriCorps to meet its 
least, Cutig)css sliuuld follow the Senate cutuiniliucuis to the young people it 
lead and allow AmeriCorps to fulfill has enticed into service and to the 
current commitments. wmuiunilies they serve.

Rather than building a large federal It’s clear that in the cuncut political 
iiirnancracy, AmedCorps was designed and budgetary climate, AmeriCorps

ill death, voting to take back $416 better (han summary execution 
million from A men Corp s' 1995 budget

lions. The concept seems to work well. another is tn kill it outright. Proponents 

of either course can marshal strong ar- 
AmenCorps also has struck a strong guments, but this is not the time for 
chord with young people. Thousands them to do so. That discussion should 
have committed to a year or more of be held in the context of deciding on 
good work m them communities, and funding for 1996, when those in charge 
ICTS ot thousands of others are eager to of AmeriCorps will have a chance to 
participate. In addition, the education make their case and will be able to 
stipend should help prepare panici- implement Congress' decision in an or- 
pants for ctTectivc participation in this derlyway. 
competitive global economy.

AmeriCorps has been attacked by many 
AmeriCorps is expensive, however, on the right as warmed-over liberalism 

pUI tho COST at around can’t afford. The affordabil-
. 0,000 per year per participant. If the ity issue is legitimate: the liberalism 
U.S. budget were in better shape, that charge is hypocritical, coming as it docs 
amount might win bipartisan support from folks unwilling io subject veterans 
as a worthy investment in national ser- programs, farm subsidies and the like 
' ice- But the federal budget Is in terri- to similar scrutiny. The people working 
He shape, and Republicans are deter- in AmeriCorps, in Washington and in

in a
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Cuts will destroy
the core of
American values

T

The Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh is a former 
president of the University of Notre Dame.

AmenCorps is guided by a corporation (the 
Corporation for National Service), but it has also 
moved most of the decision-making closest to 
problems by giving authority and responsibility to 
the states and by having programs operated by 
local non-profits. AmeriCorps is funded by 
Congress, but it requires local companies and 
foundations to foot a substantial part of the bill. 
And AmeriCorps is headed by business people, 
monitored by a private-sector board, and wedded 
to competition, not politics, as the method by 
which grants go out and participants join up.

Some have wondered whether the $600 a month 
living allowance AmeriCorps members, and the 
$4,725 scholarship or student loan repayment they 
can earn through a full year's service, destroy the 
spirit of service. It hasn’t done so in the Peace 
Corps. It hasn’t in AmeriCorps. Those of us in the 
clergy take a vow of poverty- Citizens need only 
take a vow of responsibility. AmeriCorps does 
demand sacrifice from its members. And for those 
who answer the challenge, it provides not only the 
opportunity to pay for college, but the higher gift 
of making a difference, and the lifelong satisfaction 
of building community.

Our church has always called parishioners to 
aid those in need, and Americans of all faiths have 
been the most generous people on earth. But more 
is needed. Weekend volunteers return to their jobs 
Monday mornings, as do parents to their children 
and the clergy to their congregations. AmeriCorps 
is designed to make the most out of what each 
American can give in time and talent—that’s why 
those organizations that have always made service 
their mission, from the Red Cross to Habitat for 
Humanity to the YMCA to the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society—350 in all—have been proud to join the 
AmeriCorps network.

Sixteen years ago our commission concluded 
that service was critical to the education and 
development of young Americans for adult lives of 
productive work and good citizenship. National 
Service was a non- partisan idea than, as it was 
when President Bush signed a national service law 
in 1990. It was a non-partisan idea when Congress 
created AmeriCorps less than a year and a half 
ago, as it was when the first AmeriCorps members 
began serving last fall

It should be free from political gamesmanship 
now and given a chance to succeed. Values matter, 
now more than ever. Let AmeriCorps help nourish 
the roots of citizenship, so that all our American 
dreams can flower.

By Theodore M. Hesburgh
he House of Representatives is proposing 
retroactive cuts that would shut down 
AmeriCorps, the new national service 
program. The House would reduce current 
funding for AmeriCorps by more than two-

thirds—funding that was approved last year by a 
bipartisan coalition in Congress. Believing as I do 
in the importance of national service and the great 
potential of AmeriCorps, I urge, on this issue, that 
we put politics aside and not back away from a 
program that invests in American values, 
promotes citizenship and enables people to work 
together and solve their communities' problems.

Perhaps no concept so permeates the history of 
our nation nor captures the essence of our 
religious and ethical tradition as does service. I 
have seen many types of national service, from the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, which I served as 
chaplain from 1940 to ’41; to the Peace Corps ; to 
the bipartisan commission I co-chaired in 1979, 
which recommended a new national service 
initiative; and to AmeriCorps, the latest and best 
conceived movement for national service. In the 
recent debate about AmeriCorps facts sometimes 
seem to get lost, and that’s a shame—not just for 
the 20,000 Americans interested in joining it, but 
for the hundreds of communities around the 
country that AmeriCorps has reached and the 
thousands that need its touch.

That is where the real AmeriCorps begins: in 
local communities. It works in our biggest cities, 
like New York, where the New York’s police 
department reports that recreation areas policed 
by AmeriCorps members in a 1994 pilot program 
were free of assaults for the first time in years. Or 
in Kansas City, Mo„ where AmeriCorps members 
shut down crack houses and build programs that 
give youth alternatives to drugs and gangs.

AmeriCorps works in smaller cities and tiny 
rural hamlets, too. Notre Dame has seen 
AmeriCorps’ value. That’s why I joined, fielding 40 
extraordinary college graduates who teach in 
South Bend, Ind., schools in the summers and in 30 
severely strapped schools in four Southern states 
during the school year. The principals say 
AmeriCorps members’ spirit and commitment 
have enriched their students’ lives and re­
energized their teachers. Those students wouldn’t 
make it without AmeriCorps members—and the 40 
members couldn’t live out their commitment 
without AmeriCorps.
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AmeriCorpse?

By Robert D-. Putnam
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Robert D. Putnam is author of the 
forthcoming “Bowling Alone: Civic 
Disengagement in America."

I
I

?>• \

* '
• •» 
V-: iftfa

tain, they teach classes on the environ­

ment at local schools and serve hot 

meals at a senior center. For their 

year of service, the volunteers receive 

a small living allowance and a $4,725 

voucher for higher education.

Ms. Truesdale had hoped to enter 

college last September but didn't 

have enough money; she plans to 

begin the pre-medical program at 

Dennison College this fall with the 

help of her national service voucher. 

Mr. Jerose, who graduated from the 

State University of New York at 

Geneseo last May, is planning on 

graduate school in soil sciences. “I 

simply cannot imagine leaving this 

project and not staying involved with 

community service.” he said.

Jaffrey, N.H. 
't used to be that only liberal 

knees jerked, but the afflic­

tion is spreading to the new 

majority in Washington. Con­

gressional conservatives, 
blinded by partisan spite, are 

on the verge of destroying a model 

for the sort of leaner, decentralized 

Government that the Contract for 

America promises: President Clin­

ton’s AmeriCorps national service 

program.
Last week, the House voted to 

eliminate almost all of its $500 mil­

lion budget, and its fate rests in the 

hands of the Senate's moderate Re­

publicans, who will vote next week.

Before they vote, the senators 

should consider Katie Truesdale and 

Brian Jerose, with whom 1 shared a 

recent breakfast at the base of 

snowy Mount Monadnock here. The 
breathtaking views from its summit 

make Monadnock the most-climbed 

mountain in the country. But the 
rigorous winters and the steps of a 

million boots have eroded the trails 

first cut by Civilian Conservation 

Corps workers m the 1930’s.

The state doesn't have the money 

for repairs, so Ms. Truesdale, Mr. Jer­

ose and 18 other AmeriCorps volun­

teers are rebuilding the trails and win­

terizing cabins. When not on the moun-
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Like the 350 other AmeriCorps 

projects across the country — from 

anticrime efforts in Chicago to tutor­

ing underprivileged children in Dallas 

— the Monadnock project began as a 

local initiative and is supported by a 

partnership of nonprofit groups, state 

and local governments and local busi­

nesses. it even has the support of the 

state's conservative Republican Gov­

ernor, Stephen Merrill. The communi­

ty support is vital: since the Monad­
nock volunteers' cabins lack running 

water, they depend on the local Ameri­

can Legion and a nearby Christian 

conference center for warm showers.

Mike Walsh, the manager of Mo­

nadnock State Park, said that the trail 

renovation hasn’t been the project's 

only success. "These kids are inspir­

ing youngsters in the high school and 

local officials to get more engaged in 

community affairs,” he said. "It’s like 

a year-round barn-raising."
The energy around the Monadnock 

breakfast table contrasts with the de­

cline of civic engagement in America. 

Voting in national elections is down bv 

25 percent over the last 30 years. Par­
ticipation in most traditional forms of 

public involvement — churches, the 

P.T.A., the Red Cross, unions and even 

mundane groups like bowling leagues 

— have all plummeted.

Against this backdrop, only the 
ideologically blinkered would abort 

a promising project in community 

service that reinforces civic virtue. 
Before the new Congressional ma­

jority does away with AmeriCorps, 
its members should visit this rock- 

ribbed corner of conservative New 

Hampshire to see grassroots revital­

ization at work. q

1K

*
W*

a
S‘ IS

' We need 
national service.
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I Looked: AmeriCorps Works
By Amy Wu

L

An effective

changing their lives than other peoples'. .

Opinion/Essays

ers into New York’s Lower East
Side where they were transform- 
Ing a parking lot into a bright 
and cheerful place. 1 fired hardball questions

said angrily. *1 keep busy. I like helping peo- politics.
pie. Is there something weird about that?*

In an age when high-profile politicians, UAmy Wu is a si-udem at New Vork Un> 
high-powered oscubves, and even religious verrity majori-ng in history.

mg m the war zone.
Ana the money? If you take 

the grants given to the students 
and divide by the hours, they 
are making minimum wage or 
less. One young man laughed ax 
the nodon that he was in it for 
the money. ’If I wanted to make 
real money, I’d go find me a 
part-time job.* he said. As for 
recognition? There's hardly any. 
"The media love to write about 
chose slackers, hackers, and 
young people that just goof off.* 
he said. *1 guess that scurf sells. ' 

After weeks of talking with these young 
at people who were coaxing parking meters people, watching them toil in the dangerous 
with paint and scouring away at graffiti. *So neighborhoods, rundown schools, and un- 
why did you really want to join this pro- derstaffed medical clinics, it was obvious that 
gram?" I asked each person, one eyebrow the communities were benefiting. Amen- 
lifted in suspicion. Corps has made a difference.

I wanted to believe that they joined be- AmeriCorps shouldn't be abolished. It 
cause they didn't know what else to do. that should be endorsed, encouraged, and ex- 
they needed the money, that this was an easy partded. Thousands of young people were 
alternative to taking out a loan, that it would turned away last year because the 20.000 
be a highlight on their resumes, that they slots were filled. Many are waiting for more 
would admit with frankness that the dollars slots to open. AmeriCorps isn't a political is- 
were a lure, that they cared more about sue like abortion, but. tragically, it is treated 
changing their lives than other peoples'. . as one. Republicans believe it's a waste of

I did receive frank answers, but there was money. Mr. Gingrich believes it's coercive 
a freshness to them. One young woman said and forced volunteerism. In truth, the fact 
she was tired of having her generation la- that AmeriCorps was President Clinton’s idea 
beied so negatively and wanted to show the is the real reason Republicans want to kill it. 
world the ocher side of the story. If AmenCorps is axed, it won't be because

"I don t all around and whine all day," she it didn't work, but because of Washington

enthusiastic, hard working, and program for 
maintain a balance of idealism young people
311 O^tSlIy, bnght November sho«,dr^t be ° 

morning 1 followed a group of 'HCtim of partisan 

college-aged AmenCorps work- politics.

leaders perform ’random acts of kindness’ 
IKE House Speaker Newt Gingrich and for money, book advances, and appearances 
fellow Republicans, i once bashed the on talk shows, there is something rare about 
AmeriCorps program shamelessly. I people doing something just because they 

saw it xs a jobs program and chastised the want to help, to make a difference, to give
young people involved as money grubbers something back for all they have been given, 
who dared to call themselves "volunteers." A few of them grew up In upper-middle-

But I have been transformed from cynic to ci.<t«« suburbia, went to Ivy League schools, 
convert. After months of talking with people and now want to give back to society. Others 
in the program and watching them plant grew up in poor neighborhoods, battled the 
trees In empty lots, settle disputes in run- hardships of the streets, triumphed, and want 
down urban schools, immunize to help and inspire those still
children, combat water pollu- living if the war zone.
don, and clean graffiti-plagued. ' '

streets, I am enlightened. These
young people, who are labeled
‘slackers’ and 'MTV-addicted
couch potatoes,' are diligent.
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individuals who serve, it makesa far broader more than five dollars far every dollar

get his degree. (Veterans earn AmeriCorps 
benefits without diminishing those they

■ earned in the military.)

i Common spirit

• ask bf its citizens, protecting freedom at

i
! the national defense, AmeriCorps is 
J mounting a national offensive here at home

1 1

who want to shoulder 
responsibility and 
serve our country.

Like our Armed

, against problems that threaten our society. 
This offensive involves 20,000 AmeriCorps 

, members serving in locally-run programs, 
tntnring high-riak children, cleaning up our 

" rivers and streams, working with police to 
reduce crime, helping disaster victims 
rebuild. AmeriCorps provides 350 
community programs with the best resource

mission based. 
AmeriCorps programs 
either deliver results 
or lose their funding. 
Service builds 
character while it 
rebuilds communities 
and AmeriCorps 
members get a chance 

’ 1 
and get a hand with

build character.
j gets work done

ItftR 12 1995
145 „

. . D . . . .

homes.

Major Investments
These are major, long term investments, 

both human and financial.

AmeriCorps programs work. They show 
what we can accomplish when government 
operates as a true partner of communities. 
And most important, they build citizenship 
by enacting an old truth that the men and 
women in our armed forces learn so well: To 
earn opportunity you must take 
responsibility for yourself and others.

Retired U.S. Air Fanx Gen. David C. 
Jones chairs the advisory board ofAmeri- 
Corps. He served as Air Force chief oj 
staff from 1974 to 1978 and as chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 1978 to 

1982.

investment in renewing our society and , 
««irirhing our economy. Our communities are 
leveraging every tax dollar that supports 
AmeriCorps.

For example, a 10-member team of 
AmeriCorps National Civilian Community 

. . . - « v* • ■ • —. - . —wr—

to build an after-school education and 
recreation program for high-risk youths. The 
AmeriCorps team restored a local park, 
refurbished a nearby recreation center, 
organized and trained local residents to 
conduct activities and tutoring programs 
that give youths an alternative to the streets

By D«*id C. Jones 

; 'Philip Wu’s example shows a common
4 chord of spirit — a spirit that gets things 

done — in the work of those who serve our 
• vdluhteer Army and those who serve full 
« time in AmeriCorps. Of course, our men i— 
i women in uniform give all that a nation can 
? Mk M its citizens, protecting freedom at 
I borne and abroad. Tbeir’s is a far greater 
I sacrifice. ,

But just as our armed forces provide for
1 XL* I A mf.r'1

St

BIRMINGHAM, AL 
SUNDAY 217,278

invested.

In Kansas City, Mo., an AmeriCorps
program closes crack houses and gives
youths alternatives to drugs and gangs. And
in Miami, with help from Philip Wu, families 

 that once depended on subsidized housing
Corps worked with a Baltimore community paying mortgages on their first
to build an after-school education and 
recreation program for high-risk youths. The
AmeriCorps team restored a local park, 
refurbished a nearby recreation center,
organized and trained local residents to
conduct activities and tutoring programs

 that give youths an alternative to the streets
ttaie mAmeriCorps. Of course, our men and md build their academic skills.

' ’ With its job done, the AmeriCorps team
moved onto a new challenge, but left behind
a center that serves 75-85 youngsters. The 
team also helped set up a homeownership 
and renovation program that trains people to 
become first-time homeowners.

Other cases in point. An AmeriCorps
member in rural Kentucky works every day 
with children in a public school, teaching 
them to read so they can compete and won’t 
drop out. In Texas, more than 100,000 
children have been immunized and will
never need public health services for
treatment of a bast of diseases — saving 

u_. . -• •

■ a supporter of the AmeriCorps

' Clinton recognize four AmeriCorps members 
for their service to our country during his 
State of the Union address. I was especaiUy 

- gratified that one of those dedicated and 
determined young people, Philip Wu, is a

, military service with a hitch in AmeriCorps. 
Phillip served as a telecommunications 

meciaiist in the Army, then used his G± Bill 
• a _ *___ ____ ___ A a

an AmeriCorps member, he builds homes 
with the Miami Habitat for Humanity 
pogram. He draws on skills learned in the 

• military to recruit, train and supervise 
volunteer builders. From AmeriCorps/ 
Habitat, he has learned skills in all aspects 
of home construction. And he’ll use his 
education award from AmeriCorps ($4,725 
for each year he serves) to finish college and

national service program and firmer

-----------■! was pleased to see President

for their service to our country during his 
State of the Union address. I was especaiUy

- gratified that one of those dedicated and 
determined young people, Philip Wu, to a 
U5. Army veteran who is complementing his 

/ military service with a hitch in AmeriCorps. 
Phillip served as a telecommunications

program. He draws on skiUs learned in the
• military to recruit, train and supervise invests in the

volunteer builders. From AmeriCorps/ 
Habitat, he has learned skills in aU aspects 
of home construction. And he’ll use his 
education award from AmeriCorps ($4,725

k’
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Jeanette McKee of Hamilton is 
the state representative for House 
District 60.
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Montana is fortunate to have 
six AmeriCorps programs funded 

within its boundaries, with over 
200 kids working hard, learning 

and taking responsibility, and 

gaining confidence. We 
Montanans are more concerned 

with crime than ever - 

particularly juvenile crime. In 
fact, 1 am sponsoring another bill 

- House Bill 380 - which would 

give judges increased sentencing 

powers and transfer youths who

1 pay taxes to the federal 

government, just like you. I want 
my money coming back to 
Montana to use for our own 
benefit - to use for worthwhile 

projects like this one If these 

eight state representatives really 

waul to do something about the 

national debt. I believe they need 

io work on where most of our 
federal dollars go - lo national

haven’t satisfactorily complplcd
their youth sentences Into district

court at age 18, so 1 too am 

concerned about crime. We in
Montana are spending millions of 

state dollars to punish and house 

criminals and delinquent young 

people. We’re wondering what to 

do about the increased violence
and breakup of families. And now building picnic tables in Uncoln 

some of my Republican colleagues 

seem proud to send back federal 

money that supports our young 
people in serving their 

communities in very needed,

constructive ways.

holding of people with millions of 

stale dollars and indignantly 
refuse a much smaller portion of 

federal dollars lo support the best 

parts of our young people who are 

contributing in a very positive way 

to their community, to our 
community, and lo both our 
futures?

I submit these eight 
representatives know not what 
they do.

IlJHI 2

federally assisted programs merit 

our protect ion and support as not 
only Republicans but, more 

important, as Montanans, the 

AmeriCorps program Is it.

Ml I .mil >1. Hl 

4/,U<aO

pretty good 
return on (he 
slate’s 
investment, 1 

would say.

1 sponsored 
House Bill 523 
for the Office 
of Community 
Service. J 
believe in this 

program. I 
don’t want to 
give the 
money back. 
If any

ight of my fellow 
Republicans want to send 
$2 million back to the 

federal government to help pay 
off the national debt.

Bill Rehbein of Lambert, Gay 
Ann Masolo of Townsend, Susan 
Smith of Kalispell, Harriet Hayne 
of Dupuyer, Matt Brainard of 
Florence, Jay Stovall and Bonnie 

Martinez of Billings and Dick 
Green of Victor. In a letter the 
eight signed and sent to U.S. Sen. 
Conrad Burns, they said, "We as 
representatives of Montana do not 
want this federal money - take it 
baekl Do not give it lo another 
stale. Use it to help pay off the

coats to the needy and cutting and 
delivering firewood to seniors in 

Kalispell. They are upgrading 

Makoshika Park and Pompey's 
Pillar for public use. They are 

building hiking (rails around 

Billings, Bozeman, Missoula, 
Libby, Stevensville, Glendive and 
Glacier National Park. They’re 

and built the Rosebud Park in 
Billings. They’re not competing 

with private or public employees, 
either — as one of the committee 

members suggested. State and 
federal statutes arc quite clear 

about AmeriCorps members not 
displacing or replacing employees; 
in fact; the Montana Conservation 

Corps requires a union sign off 

prior to accepting a project.

Fund (and not $200,000 as Rep. 
Brainard of Florence indicated) 
for two years to qualify for (he $2 
million federal money. Ilial’s a

This $2 million is not an 

unfunded mandate. 'This is not 
control from within the 

"Beltway." This is an opportunity 

for Montanans to provide our 

ethic of service to our young 

people, to provide a way for them 

lo earn college educations, for 

communities to benefit from the 

energy of their young people. I 
believe service is our ethic. We are 

not being "tricked” into 

supponing service lo one another 

- we believe in this value.

These same legislators asked 

why the young people, some with 

college degrees, don’t go out and 

get "real jobs." In fact, many 

college graduates prefer to serve
■their communities through

AmeriCorps, gaining valuable 

experience, than lo work part-time 
in the local McDonald’s, in the 

local movie house and In local 

taverns to earn money lo pay back 

student loans. For one year's 

service in AmeriCorps and $4,725 

for school, Montana Conservation

Corps kids arc making ____
playgrounds in Billings, collecting defense and to entitlements lik7 

and distributing blankets and Social Security and Medicare.

debt."

The $2 million would come 
from the federal Corporation of 
National Service which helps fund 

the Montana Conservation Corps, 
the Volunteer Montana Program 
and the Farmworker Training and 
Service'program along with other 

community service programs 
throughout Montana. Gov. Marc 
Racicol’s budget request for this

I-et’s get our priorities straight:
Do we support punishment and 
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Pay-Back:I
Time

Dy SARA ENGRAM

granie now In place ajc well designed. They 
build on Individual Initiative, they reward

»

Sara Engram is editorial-page director of 
The Evening Sun.

summer service project In Baltimore. Noth­
ing’s perfect. she says, but the service pro-

SUNDAY.
MARCH 26, 1995

Corps nrcLnbers arc opening doors Ural 
didn't exist before.

Tire legislation establishing national serv­
ice was passed In 1990 with bipartisan sup­
port and signed by President Bush President 
Clinton expanded lire program in 1993. and 
praised 11 In tills year’s Slate of lire Union 
address as one of Ids proudest accomplish­
ments That’s all Newt & Co. needed to make 
national sendee a prime target.

• This past week brought a glimmer of 
hope when the Senate agreed to rescind only

i.

workers are providing critical energy' and 
momentum tn the construction of a commu­
nity park at Barclay and 26th Streets. They 
are tutoring school children, escorting frail

and frlgldened senior citizens ou errands
and performing dozens q! oilier Jobs Ural
make life betier and easier in thousands of
communities around the country.

In designing 111esc programs, the Corpora­
tion for National Service took to heart all tire 
criticisms of (Xist government programs. Tire
projects it funds must evolve at the local
level, meeting needs defined by people in the ’ the opportunities for community .volunteers, 

communillcs. They must altruct private- By( providing crucial coordination between 
sector support. And Urey must stand up to the depar tment and volunteers, the Amerl-

stiff compelilkrrr In the application process.
Marilyn Smith, who directs Maryland's • about one-third of the current budget. That 

service efforts^ teaches a course about serv- should give supporters of these programs 
icc projecis at the University of Maryland some room to maneuver in conference.
College Park and has directed a national Wish them luck. The $416 million they 

would "save" puls at risk millions of dollars 
already invested In these partnerships by 
tire private sector. It also does damage to tire 
whole notion of public-private cooperation.

It may lake an even greater toll in the 
cynicism it would instil), not just among 
Americans clamoring for slots In the Amcrt- 
Corps program or participating tn school­
based l-cani and Serve programs, but also 
among die volunteers who are finding useful 
ways to contribute In less formal ways.

National service Is a shining example of 
solutions to problems we face. It’s being pil­
loried for purely political reasons. Partisan 
pay back games may be fun for the inside 
players. For the rest of us. they're beginning 
to look like another diversion from the real 
problems they ought to addr ess.

Cb pay back time in the House of Repre­
sentatives. Trouble Is. Increasing num­
bers of Americans are beginning to sus

peel the pay back Is aimed al them.
First, House Republicans over-reached by

attacking school lunches — which had nev­
er struck ordinary Americans as a glaring
example of misplaced pdorilles.

Then they' turned on another popular, bi- ’
partisan program— national service— and
managed lo rescind some $416 million of Ils
current appropriations. That amounts to 72 i
percent of the 1995 budget for (he Corpora­
tion for National Service, enough to evlsccr- :
ale its (ledgllng lidtlatlves. . ‘1 I

Al risk is a program (hat has enjoyed <
bipartisan support lhat Is based on ideals i
Americans hold dear — and lhat is winning 1
fans all across tire country'. i

In Baltimore, ArnerlCorps workers helped I
families move Llrclr belongings out of houses social responsibility, they meet local needs, 
destroyed by last fall’s tornado. Now these ■ Most impor tant — they get tilings done with 

a minimum of red iape.
• In Montgomery County, Jeanne Bernard 

describes herself as a convert. In 19B8, In ap 
unpaid capacity, she organized a program for 
lhe police department lhal last year pro­
duced 35.000 hotus of service from 175 vol- 
unletra.

She Initially' watched lire development of 
lhe national service programs with some 
akeptlclsm. Now, with 30 (rtll-tlme Ameri-
Coqrs workers, she Is seeing how full time 
national service workers can vastly expand
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Crib Death for National Service

T Nov. 8 was about, that the country 
wanted government to be shrunk and 
ordinary people, especially the poor, to 
pull up their socks. But a recent
Washington Post-ABC poll shows that 
the public thinks Republicans have gone 
too far. And in his effort to save 
programs for the poor, Clinton has 
picked up some unexpected allies, the
Roman Catholic bishops. They were 
reserved about him during the campaign 
because of his abortion rights stand. But 
they think now that pitiless Republicans 
pose a worse threat of increased 
abortions.

The Republicans’ greatest tactical 
mistake was to meddle with the school 
lunch program, a popular and 
scandal-free operation that has helped 
many a hungry child get through the 
school day. In vain, the Republicans 
protested that they had not cut the 
funds but merely slowed the increase in 
the growth rate. Nonetheless, the ranks 
have begun to wince in the iron corset of 
the contract, and this week. 102
members rebelled against tax breaks for 
the rich.

The Democrats, who have been having 
their best week since the calamity of Nov. 
8, were sporting “Save the Children" 
neckties on the House floor.

Eli Segal, the chief executive officer 
of the National Service Corps, has been 
summoned before the House
Appropriations subcommittee on 
housing and urban development and 
veterans affairs for a discussion of the
1996 budget, which since the House 
action stands at $159 million, a sum that 
prohibits serious action.

He has been traveling the country 
inspecting the workers, deriving solace 
from moderate Republican governors who 
are keen about the corps’ activities in 
conflict resolution, environmental 
cleanup, tutoring and other contributions 
to urban peace. They agree with him that 
pulling the plug after less than a year is 
bad practice. Segal’s hope is that they will 
transmit their enthusiasm to their brother 
moderates in the Senate, which has 
become the haven for storm-tossed 
programs.

Republican Christopher Shays of 
Connecticut was the only member of his 
party to vote against the amendment 
that mortally wounded national service. 
He is a Peace Corps alumnus and 
believes passionately in the importance 
of youthful involvement.

“A colossal mistake,” he calls his 
party’s action. “I hope the president has 
the fortitude to veto the bill. I would 
support his veto.”

he House Republicans’ strangling 
of national service in its crib has 
to be seen not as a criticism of 

the agency’s performance but simply as 
another expression of the party 
leadership’s notion that no government 
program is worth a damn.

If they were going by performance, the 
Republicans might have to applaud 
AmenCorps as a model enterprise. It is 
modestly funded, locally directed and 
dramatic evidence that American youth is 
not cynical or self-serving. AmeriCorps 
has had rave reviews from coast to coast 
for its 20,000 volunteers, who are doing 
things nobody else tackles, everything 
from helping to build housing for the poor 
and tutoring inner-city school pupils to 
cleaning polluted streams in Baltimore’s 
watershed..

A case in point is Howard Hogin, a
1994 graduate of Georgetown
University. He is living in a cramped 
barracks at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds. He spent September fighting 
forest fires in Idaho and much of the fall 
in helping build a riding ring for disabled 
children. Now he’s trying to clean up 
Maryland's polluted steams. He hopes 
to pay off his college loans. AmenCorps 
pays its workers a minimum wage and 
an annual $4,725 toward college 
expenses.

Service is in Hogin’s genes, and by his 
family’s standards, he is a big success. 
His parents are both social workers and 
his ancestors expenenced big trouble, 
like the Irish famine and the Holocaust. 
He says lots of his Georgetown 
classmates have the same impulse to 
leave the country a better place but 
“just can’t afford to do it.”

Hogin is tactful about the mugging 
AmeriCorps suffered when the House 
cut $416 million, or 72 percent, from its 
$575 million budget. He was voted 
outstanding teenage Republican in his 
high school class. “I understand that we 
have tremendous deficits and the 
taxpayers are heavily burdened, but if 
we give up what is best about America, 
what kind of a legacy do we leave?”

No such considerations figured in the 
thinking of House Republicans. The rap 
on AmenCorps was not just that it was a 
government program, it is Bill Clinton’s 
favonte program. Said Rules Committee 
Chairman Gerald B.H. Solomon, “It’s 
get-even time.”

It is also get-nervous time for the 
rampaging Republicans. They are 
winning victory after victory on the 
floor, but they are losing in public 
opinion. They have long since 
maintained that they knew exactly what
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stock boy from Greeasburg.
Gingrich, R-Ga, maintaining 

that Amencorps defeats the con­
cept of votumeerism, has vowed 
to end the program that President 
Clinton calls the proudest 
achievement of Ms presidency; a 
procam that Moore, like miUioas 
of other young Americans ages 11

He hopes
Americorps
will survive

"I 1 or Newt Gingrich, it’s 
|>J "coerced volunteerism." 
|- ' But for Matt Moore,

it’s “a chance."
Thus, the idaoiogjoal battle 

over Americorps could be waged 
h) our own Wostznorrlind County

to M, looia to for the future.

Americorps is a national ser- 
student voi-

year to

full-time, mimmum-wage work.

In Its first year Americorps has 
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Western Pennsylvania, to wort to 
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But It's this promise from the 
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Moore hope.
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But Moore's hopes notwith­
standing, Americorps faces an up­
hill battle on Capitol Hili.

Jim RumcII of Americorps’ 
Washington, D.C. office, puts it in 
perspective. He says it is unfortu­
nate that the corps has become so 
politicized.

“What this is really all about is 
helping people help people." :

How well Matt Moore knows';

He also needs Americorps’ lim­
ited health insurance and the 
monthly MOO stipend, even while 
tiring in the dorm-like settings of 
Americorps residences at down- 
Mixed military bases like Aber­
deen, Mi, or the dosed Lowry 
Air Force Base near Denver.

1 Moore would use his Ameri- 
eoros tujtion to continue studies 
at Wesirooreiand County Commu-

vorced parents now needs a struc­
tured way to bam his own money 
to pay for desperately needed but 
expenirre. post-high school train­
ing.

that Amencorps defeats the eon- 
I
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Clinton calls the pro

comes preparei
yws as a tumor
fighter wtth Gree 
company.

Moore appears to be exactly 
tte fond of young person for which

--- - - something worthwhile 
with his life and feels a “deep 
sense of responsibility to work 
hard." Moore'i been acting on 
that Bommitmant since age 14. de-

eampaign promise I've beW on to 
the hope this could help me," he 
says.

Moore, 20, graduated from 
Hempfield High School in June. 
Learning diaabied. he was main- 
r • :j_____________
his senior year. He was named 

“MoefImproved Player? asweil
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Eli J. Segal

AmeriCorps: Making a Difference

non nun-

along with the funds to carry out the 

mission. Fewer than 200 people in 

WasWngton oversee 20,000 members 

on 1,100 projects in communities across 

America. That's why rescission would 

have such a devastating effect—any 

aits made on Capitol Hili would directly ' 

ait the muntier of memliers who are 

working in tlie field. One tlKxisand mem- 

t>ers would be sent home immediately, 

and 15,000 fewer young people would 

have the opportunity to begin service in 

September.

The public-private partneiship of 

AmeriCorps would be undermined if the 

"public reneged on its commitment 

Programs are required to raise 25 per­

cent of operating costs and 15 percent 

of tlie living allowances from private 

sources. Private investment in Ameri­

Corps has been remarkable; in its first 

year of operation, the corporation lias 

received hundieds of commitments 

from com|>anies sudi as General Elec­

tric, American Express, IBM and a myr­

iad foundations. Our business partners 

make investments liased on stable 

growth, fulfilled commitments and real 

results. They might understandably lie

The writer is assistant to the 
president for national service and 
chief executive officer of Corporation 
for National Ser vice

wary of a partner tossed by political 

currents.

AmeriCorps sliould not be penalized 

for rewarding results. Tlie Corporation 

for National Service makes its grants 

after a tough evaluation process—Dial's 

why AmeriCorps awards funded in FY 

1995 are not made unUl late in the fiscal 

year. AmeriCorps funds programs tliat 

woik well and get tilings done and 

eliminates those tliat don't. AmeriCoips 

members and communities should not 

be made the victims of this "smart 

government" appioadi.

AmeriCorps may be new, but mem­

bers are already meeting diallenges in 

public safety, education, environment 

and human needs.

■ "Die New Yoik Police Dejiartmeiit 

reporb Dial recreation areas policed by 

its AmeriCorps members in the 1994 

pilot were free of assaults for Die first 

time in memory.

■ AmeriCorps memliers in Kansas City 

have shut down 12 crack houses and 

reclaimed a neighborhood's only park 

from gangs.

■ In rural Simpson Cbunly, Ky.. Ameri­

Corps memliers tutoring lialf of the

Tlie House Appropri3!*0^ Commit­

tee proposed last week to renege on a 

bipax tisan commitment to thousands of 

Americans, by retroactively slashing 

funds already auDiorized and appropriat­

ed for AmeriCorps members by more 

tlun one third in tlx: airrent fiscal year. 

Working families with college age mem­

bers willing to serve Dreir communities 

fulbttme for a full year—and who are 

counting on the new AmeriCorps pro­

gram to help them afford college educa­

tions—will be especially bard hit if Die 

congressional commitment is not kept.

A year and a half ago, a bi|artisan 

Cixigress mandated a Duee-year jdiasc- 

in of AmeriCorps. Six months into its 

first operational year—with 20,000 dti- 

zens working in conununities across 

America, without the benefit of any 

congressknal hearings to consider the 

benefits d Die work they are doing— 

House appropriators would now turn Die 

pliase in into a phase-out.

AmeriCorps is a funded 

date—a decentralized approach that 

moves most of the deosioxi nuking and 

responsibility to Die states tliat elect to 

compete for AmeriCorps members.

county's second graders are raising 

reading scores from two grades behind 

grade level to one grade above in one 

year of service.

■ AmeriCorps members have also been 

on the front lines in natural disasters, 

from the floods in California, Houston 

and the Mississippi River Valley to the 

Idaho forest fires and Die California 

earthquake. FEMA official Ridurd 

Krirpm wrote: They have helped literal­

ly thousands of victims pick up the 

pieces of their lives *

Moreover, AmeriCorps members are 

still there, long after the waves of initial 

volunteers liave had to return to their 

jobs. Tliat's why nuny of our nation's 

premier durities compete for Ameri­

Corps members. From Die YMCA to the 

Multiple Sderosis Sodety. from Die Red 

. Cross to the Children's Health Fund, 

from Notre Dame to Die National Coun­

cil of Churches, they know that the 

focused efforts of full-time, Pained and 

committed AmeriCorps members help 

them accomplish more—and deploy 

tart-time, sporadic volunteers more ef­

fectively.

A perfect case in point; In Miami, 26

THE WASHINGTON POST 
Sunday, March 5, 1995

AmeriCorps members working with 

Habitat lor Humanity have learned all 
facets of home construction and liave 

trained, supervised and worked beside 

2,700 temporary (and uncompensated) 

volunteers Die/ve attraded since Octo­

ber. As a consequence, the AmeriCoips 

team is nearly halfway to its goal of 

building 90 homes in Miami tliis year, 

and members are teaching working fam 

ilies how to nuke the transition from 

renting to homeowning. Habitat's Jeny 

Bass says. “We could not do this job 

without them."

We do not maintain Dial AmeriCorps 

will end crime or illiteracy, pollution or 

hunger, but AmeriCorps memiers are 

making a real difference every day in 

communities across America. We sliould 

strive to match their commitment to 

making our country even better instead 

of letting them twist in the political 

winds. They have earned a cliance to be 

America's next generation of heroes
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A few questions for AmeriCorps

t | Viday, the Beard of Directors of 
AtneriCorps’ governing Ixidy, 

J. the Corporation for National immunization program. So Myers 
investigated —and found even more

Northeastern University to develop 
“a plan to compete for more Ameri- 
Corps money next year.” Confront­
ed with these facts, AmeriCorps’ 
Washington bureaucrats sought to 
regain the moral high ground by 
boasting about a Lubbock, Tex 

and Community Service, meets here 
in Washington. And, boy, do they have 
a full plate! After all, it’s no secret that 
House Republican leaders have 
announced they oppose funding for 
the program. And House appropria- 
tors have already reduced Ameri- 
Corps’ fiscal year 1995 budget by 
approximately $210 million.

After months of treating the pub­
lic to the camera-ready smiles of 
young •‘volunteers," the media’s 
honeymoon with Americorps 
shows signs of ending. AmeriCorps 
lost considerable credibility as a 
result of last week’s report on NBC 
Nightly News by Lisa Myers. Myers 
uncovered numerous shoddy prac­
tices, including an environmental 
project in Alaska that costs taxpay­
ers $42,000 annually per volunteer 
and a $140,000 seed grant which, 
rather than funding community 
service, went to pay educrats at

radical group ACORN (Association 
of Community Organizations for 
Reform Now) awarded 42 volun­
teers at a cost to taxpayers of 
$1,143,411?

4. If AmeriCorps aims to pro­
mote grassroots community 
activism, why was the federally 
funded Legal Services Corporation 
(LSC) — long regarded as the liti­
gation arm and defender of the wel­
fare state — awarded 44 volunteers 

The media’s 
honeymoon with 
Americorps shows 
signs of ending.

trouble. The director of that pro­
gram, Marge TYipp, admitted that 
she markets AmeriCorps not as a 
service program that pays college 
tuition, but as a jobs program Not 
surprisingly, most of hipp’s “vol 
unleers’’ are not getting “educa­
tional awards," but are receiving 
$1,200 in cash.

If AmeriCorps’ board still doubts 
that this program is fast becoming 
another big-government boondog­
gle, we'd like them to explain the fol­
lowing:

1. What pressing need led to a 
$100,000 planning grant for a “vol­
unteercorps” in the Virgin Islands? 
And will any Washington bureau­
crats be doing site visits this winter?

2. Why was the Council of Great 
City Schools (CGGS) awarded a 
$200,000 planning grant? This 
money isn’t headed to the class­

Editor's note: The following is a 
tneniorandnm circulating today 
from John P Walters, president of 
the New Citizenship Project.

room; like Northeastern U , CGGS 
doesn’t have a single volunteer. 
AmeriCorps itself admits that the 
CGGS is devoted to the “advance­
ment of education in inner-city pub­
lic schools through public and leg­
islative advocacy."

3. In the face of AtneriCorps 
claims to be apolitical, why was the

worth $959,900? (By the way, lucky 
taxpayers may also foot some of 
the bill for an additional $ 1,242,784 
in "I.SC matching funds" for the 
help from AmeriCorps.)

5. Why, if AmeriCorps seeks to 
strengthen America’s voluntary, 
local institutions, are well over one- 
fourth of its 20,000 "volunteers” 
working in federal or slate bureau­
cracies or in government-funded 
programs? If AmeriCorps isn’t just 
the latest extension of big-govern­
ment liberalism, why have approx­
imately 2,800 "volunteers” been 
assigned to federal departments and 
agencies, most notably, Agriculture 
(1,200 "volunteers”), Interior (525 
“volunteers”), Justice (210 “volun­
teers"), the Environmental Protec­
tion Agency (135 “volunteers") and 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts (60 “volunteers”)? And how 
much more in matching funds is the 
federal government shelling out?

These stories are just the tip of the 
iceberg. As Senator Charles Gt assley 
has commented, “The more I l<x>k 
into AmeriCorps, the less account­
ability 1 find to the taxpayers."

Continued scrutiny will confirm 
that AmeriCorps is a wasteful, 
sugar-coated jobs program heavy 
on payoffs to traditional liberal con­
stituencies and short on genuine 
volunteerism.
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The secretary of 
defense found 
definitively that 
“National Service 
programs will not 
jeopardize military 
recruiting programs. ”

An ill- 
informed 
attack on 
service

AmeriCorps has more than 5,000 
members who meet the prime mil­
itary profile — and there’s no par­
ticular reason to believe that they 
would have considered a military 
career.

So what’s Mr. Walters' evidence? 
There’s no Department of Defense 
study. Marine Sgt. Major Over- 
street, at a recent congressional 
hearing, did mention in passing that 
47 percent of young men in a 
Marine Corps survey said they’d 
consider joining AmeriCorps, and 
concluded that “prospects with 
some interest in the Military are 
open to other alternatives.” Hardly 
explosive.

But while Mr. Walters chose to 
make much of this statement, mili­
tary experts quickly indicated that 
the “survey” shouldn't be read to 
indicate any negative impact of 
AmeriCorps on recruiting. The 
Marine Corps surveyed 800 young 
men; only 11 percent (i.e., 88 men) 
could even identify AmeriCorps. 
Then, after having been given the

C. Richard Allen is the chief 
external affairs officer of the Cor­
poration for National Service, 
which oversees AmeriCorps.

By C. Richard Allen

aving apparently decided it 
hadn’t seen a John Walters 
memo it could avoid pub­

lishing, The Washington Times 
added another chapter to the hog­
wash about AmeriCorps.

Mr. Walters’ latest drive-by 
shooting of the truth is the assertion 
that “there is evidence in that 
AmeriCorps may be harming mili­
tary recruiting.” The “evidence” is 
as non-existent on this point as it 
has been in Mr. Walters' previous 
diatribes. And once again, in his 
haste to get to print, Mr. Walters 
didn’t make even minimal research 
efforts.

He didn’t mention that the sec­
retary of defense, in his annual 
report to the president and Con­
gress issued just last month, found 
definitively that "National Service 
programs will not jeopardize [mil­
itary] recruiting programs.” That’s 
not “evidence” in the Walters world.

Common sense is equally AWOL. 
The armed forces recruiters con­
centrate on high school-graduate, 
able-bodied males, between 18 and 
24. There are 900,000 males in this 
age category. Tbtal recruiting in 
the armed services (male and 
female) is fewer than 200,000 per 
year. And each year, more than 
40,000 individuals wish to join the 
armed forces but fail the physical. 
That’s twice the size of Ameri­
Corps. And look at AmeriCorps 
members’ demographics: '64 per­
cent are women; 38 percent are 
over 24 years old; 11 percent don’t 
have high school degrees (making 
them ineligible for the military); 
more than 4 percent are disabled, 
and we estimate that at least that 
number have already served in the 
military. While these categories 
overlap, it doesn’t appear that

statement that “the new National 
Service Plan and other programs 
offer better ways to get money for 
college," 47 percent surveyed said 
they’d consider joining (by the way, 
this is down from 52 percent in the 
past two surveys). No kidding.

Mr. Walters missed all of this. He 
also missed the testimony of the 
service personnel chiefs, each of 
whom stated unequivocally that 
national service has had no nega­
tive impact on military recruiting. 
The chiefs also noted that last year 
was the third best for recruiting in 
the history of the All-Volunteer 
Fbrce. All of this was reiterated in 
a March 15 letter from Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Fred Pang to 
House National Security Commit­
tee Chair Bob Stump — which Mr. 
Walters also “overlooked”.

It’s springtime, John — and if 
you can't stop to smell the flowers, 
at least slow up enough to check the 
facts.
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Republican administration. I saw people like Don there too. Arrested for armed robbery

Press Conference
Erie Chapman, CEO U.S. Health 

March 23, 1995

City Year Columbus-Like the City Year programs in American cities from Boston 
to Chicago, to San Jose, receives significant support from AmeriCorps. City Year is a 

spectacularly successful example of Public-Private Partnerships. Private corporations 

thousands of dollars behind the City Year effort. T ' ‘

support has made the difference. Ln was their funds which helped leverage contributions 
<--------- - - J ■ ’ • . • . - .

organization, to commit and young people to sign up. With AmeriCorps we reached

I am Erie Chapman, the President and CEO of U.S. Health, a large, non-profit, 
health care system with 11,000 employees and S800 million in net revenues. More 
important, today I am here as the volunteer Chairman of the Board of City Year 

Columbus.

like U.S. Health, Bank One, The Limited and Timberland have put hundreds of 
thousands of dollars behind the City Year effort. But that’s not enough-AmeriCorps 

support has made the difference. Ln was their funds which helped leverage contributions, 

support and stability—the kind of stability which gets the private sector, like my 

many more people.

7’d be standing on street comers attacking people, robbing people, beating mem up, 

fighting with other gangs, you know, stuff like mat. I’d probably be dead or lying in a 
hospital some where if it weren’t for the Corps \

Hospitals are where I work. For twenty years, I’ve seen people like’Don come 
into our emergency rooms because they’ve been shot or stabbed. ' Or I’ve seen the 

victims of people like Don-who come in having been shot or stabbed. It’s expensive.

Before I ran hospitals, I was a federal prosecuting attorney under a previous 

Republican administration. I saw people like Don there too. Arrested for armed robbery 
or kidnapping. And I saw the victims of people like Don as well. It’s expensive.

Don Gladden. Don is a tormer gang member who has pulled away from his gang to join 

the Corps. I asked him what h^ would be doing if it weren’t for the Corps-He said,

only bombing innocent citizens, they are stealing a chance for solving some of the 

k
away hope from people I have come to know in the City Year Corps-like 19 vear old
TA u   r>  . ■ .... r J

Now that the private sector has made its commitment, and young people have 
made their commitment, it is astounding and outrageous to me, as a business leader, 
community leader, private citizen and, incidentally, a registered Republican, that the 

House of Representatives would actually ’withdraw its commitment.

To me, the House is acting like a bomber pilot gone off course. They’re not 

toughest problems inner cities face. If their actions stand, it will take away jobs and take 
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Statement: Erie Chapman. CEO U.S. Health 
Page Two

human beings, NO budget can work. AmeriCorps works, City Year succeeds. They 

must be saved. Don Gladden and thousands of others are counting on us. .And they Ye 
counting on Congress.

A few months back, I was enthusiastic about much of what I saw in the plans 

proposed by my fellow Republicans, including our Congressman and good mend John 
Kasich. I thought the idea was a Contract for America, not a Contract on America. I 
didn’t realize they planned to put out a contract to kill/cut programs like City Year and 

destroy AmeriCorps. America’s strategic plan needs to be to build healthy communities 
and simultaneously reduce violence. Everybody says they agree with chat. Well, these 

are the programs that have the best chance to save our young people and save our cities. 
These programs are like preventive medicine-always better and less expensive than the 

alternative. Now these great programs may be killed or fatally wounded-cut off in mid 

sentence-before the point has been made.

I know what hospitals do—it’s expensive. I know what courtrooms and prisons 
do-it’s expensive and it often doesn’t work. Now I know what City Year and 

AmeriCorps do—they save people like Don and help make them into productive citizens. 

If Congress wants to save money, save AmeriCorps and City Year. They’re not as 

expensive-they save dollars and lives and careers. If they think AmeriCorps is 
expensive-wait until they see the cost of killing it.

I would challenge Congress and the press to visit programs, hold hearings, get 
facts and they will discover that a balanced budget is important-yet without balanced 

must be saved. Don Gladden and thousands of others are counting on us. .And they’re
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NRA Begins

hbs„T8x^ 1 svXzr™ “

aTS1?? .to KSKT,0 a"Kt “r

iSSSg 
k*HkSs“«
cede the NRA ts heaW
good share of the statehouse battles. 
Vastly outspent on the national level the 
gun-control lobby is far weaker in state

vowed to veto an^ such Fe^iatton ’ “T ‘heir seats■ "fhat
This is a major turning point in the nS the NRA image as a Powerful

fight against armed predators^” NRA lob- 1 force not to be crossed and further

state level where the

WisSaSS
weapons and state pre-emption of local gun

Staf^^^E w^siuxTjouKN^ S_tben,.Jth® ^1- except“fn 'a few 

fence Policy Center'Tobbyist* to Washhig-

In one measure of power, campaign 
spending, gun-nghts advocates tower far

By Joe Davidson capitals. “There’s essentially nothing to ~
Stnff .rm___ w«. _ Qtnn thnm f*K. »m a ■» ®.

-------- JUUKNAL . * ’’’---- ‘CALCUt H]
WASHINGTON - Feeling the flame of states> conceded Kristen Rand, 

recent Republican victories, the National T'"! ' ......................
Rifle Association has opened a broad offen­
sive to repeal or restrict both federal and
state gun-control laws.

NRA officials and their opponents
agree that 1995 is witnessing the
widespread, coordinated attack
control measures in a decade.

“Clearly, the battle lines have been
ura'71, ^arah Brady> chairwoman of
Handgun Control Inc., said at the recent
announcement of a “Campaign to Protect
Sane Gun Laws.” “We are here today to 
say that we are fighting back. ”

But the gun-control lobby is on the
defensive. After two critical victories last
year - passage of the Brady Bill’s five-day 
waiting period and background check for
handgun purchasers, and approval of a
ban on semi-automatic assault weapons-
gun-control supporters now struggle to 
keep what they’ve won.
rpnLhie S ambitious agenda includes
repeal of the assault-weapons ban. The
House likely will approve a repeal------

sir homes and in the streets.” ’”?> f . . t
S W CtUS (JOAU

__ »

mil ion, spent a total of $4.3 million. That’s 
18 times more than their rivals. -

shop is an NRA campaign 
headquarter, complains Mike Beard, 
president of the Coalition to Stop Gun 
Violence. The gun-control lobby is out- 
spent, out-oi-gMized and, after the Novem- 
added 6 ,OnS’ haS 3 10Sing image> he

“We’ll show up with five or six profes­
sionals at these state hearings, and they’ll

Spurred by GOP Victories, t ucgmi

Ambitious Attack on Gun-Control Laws
---------------------------------------------------
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Mark Gearancc:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
LEON PANETTA

Harold Ickes

Phone call from George Mitchell

On 4 March, George Mitchell called to say that the President's 
actions with regards to Ireland have received, very broad support 
wherever Senator Mitchell speaks about them. He underscored, 
however, that we need to publicize these accompl-.irshments_jnuch 
more, because he finds that many people of Irish decent, of which 
he claims there are some 40 million in the United States, sti11 
do not understand the role the played in~this regard.

He suggested that our media affairs people prepare a short 
document outlining the President's role and accomplishments in 
this area and send it to every Irish oriented media outlet and 
publication in the United States.
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Clinton Proves the Naysayers

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

LEON PANETTA
TONY LAKE
SANDY BERGER

Harold Ickes

captioned "Lessons from Haiti: 
Wrong."
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"Lessons from Haiti: Clinton Proves the Naysayers 
Wrong"
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Lesson From Haiti: Clinton Proves the Naysayers Wrong
By Joe Conason

pF*7

troops under his command have done their, 
duty by the people of Haiti, and Mr. Clin-^ 

ton has gone further by organizing a billion- 
dollar, internationally financed program of 
reconstruction for the island. He can safely 
ignore the foreign policy quacks whose carp­
ing and caterwauling deserve only contempt 
And let’s hope that his experience in Haiti 
teaches him to trust his own better, tougher 
instincts. It’s a lesson that could serve him 
well in the difficult campaign ahead.

I
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gerous adventure of the past 25 years. And 
groups traditionally opposed to American in­
tervention overseas called the usual public 
meetings to denounce the imperial implica­
tions of military action against the junta.

In the face of nearly univereal doomsay­
ing, and at considerable risk of further dam­
aging his already troubled Presidency, Mr. 
Clinton pulled the trigger on the gangsters 
who had humiliated him a year earlier on the 
docks of Port-au-Prince. This difficult deci­
sion—perhaps the most courageous the Pres­
ident has made—simply blew the minds of 
(lie coup leaders, who evidently believed all 
the right-wing propaganda about a coward­
ly and indecisive American President Those 
much-decorated Haitian officers, never hav­
ing confronted a foe armed with anything 
more letlral than sticks and stones, suddenly 
realized there was no percentage in resistance. 
The goons took their money and ran.

After one of die most honorable and peace- 
ful operations in U.S. military history, it is 
perhaps understandable that many opponents 
of the President’s policy find themselves chok­
ing on his triumph. Having sensed an oppor­
tunity to destroy his Administration, having 
confidently predicted that hundreds of our 
soldiers would return in body bags, some of 
them now sound almost aggrieved that only 
one American was killed by hostile fire in 
Haiti. The Times, it must be noted, lately has 
had enough grace to define the Haitian oc­
cupation as a “modest success.” The Post, 
more predictably, has resorted to smearing 
the Aristide government, without conclusive 
evidence, as a repressive regime that “simply 
assassinates those who speak out against it.”

This slur is a reference to the March 28 
murder of a right-wing opponent of Mr. Aris- 
tide’s Lavalas movement. The killing of 
Mireille Durocher Berlin was surely ap­
palling, and a signal that the reconciliation 

Arthur L Carter 

Publisher

Elaine Aliinonii 

Associate Publisher

between classes and the establishment of law­
ful order urged by the Haitian President are 
far from achieved. Ignored in most reports 
about that incident, which emphasize sketchi­
ly sourced suspicions about Haiti’s Interior 
Minister, is the fact that Mr. Aristide has in­
vited the F.B.I. to investigate the shooting. 
r^What truly evokes disgust, though, is the 
/grave concern about political violence right- 

' ist commentators and politicians are voic­

ing, when far more widespread murder and 
torture throughout Central America and the 
Caribbean never bothered them at all. 
- Both Presidents Clinton and Aristide are 
being subjected to a double standard utterly 
breathtaking in its hypocrisy. There is some­
thing particularly brazen about this criticism 
at a moment when the C.I A, gixlfather of the 
most depraved regimes in this hemispt icre for 
the past 40 years, is finally being brought to 
book for the reign of terror it long sponsored 
in Guatemala The harshest attacks on the Pres­
ident’s Haiti policy emanate from figures such 
as columnist Robert Novak former U.N. Am­
bassador Jeane Kirkpatrick and Senator Jesse 
Helms, all of whom either overlooked or 
proudly blessed Roberto d’Aubuisson, the de­
ceased psychopath who ran the death squads 
in El Salvador. They were similarly indulgent 
of the homicidal thugs who ran Argentina’s 
“dirty war” against civilian dissidents; 1,000 
more names of their victims were released last 
month, and that barely begins the catalogue 
of fascist infamy. In the 80’s, Ms. Kirkpatrick 
concocted an apologetic argument defending 
(lie lethal "authoritarian” regimes American 
conservatives cherished.

So excuse me if, after one or two politi­
cally motivated shootings in Port-au-Prince, 
I’m rxx quite ready to declare Haitian democ­
racy dead or the Aristide government an in­
corrigible violator of human rights. The 
President of the United States and tire brave 

Ready for some shocking news? The U.S. 
intervention that overthrew the military regime 
in Port-au-Prince did not solve all of Haiti’s 
problems. That’s right: After six months, po­
litical violence, rampant crime and awful 
poverty still torment a nation that has suffered 
those blights for more than 60 years. If you 
possess a functioning brain, this might not 
come as much of a surprise, but don’t tell that 
to the pundits who took such a sour view when 
President Ginton appeared at ceremonies on 
March 31 marking the United Nations’ 
takeoverof responsibility for Haiti’s security.

The apparent aim of this brand of journal­
ism is to persuade the gullible that the Presi­
dent’s Haitian policy is a failure, or at least 
not tire remarkable success that might other­
wise be credited to him. Before accepting this 
dreary analysis, however, perhaps we should 
recall the moment last fall when Mr. Clinton 
was still pondering how to deal with the out­
laws who had ousted the democratically elect­
ed government of Jean-Bertrand Aristide in 
1991. By October 1994, most Haitians 
seemed to understand that tire time for non­
violent suasion was past, and in fact had come 
to resent Washington’s dithering with an in­
effective embargo. After thousands of deaths 
and untold suffering, they were ready for the 
violent overthrow of their oppressors, even 
at the price of civilian casualties.

But here at home, from the far right to the 
far left, there was scarcely a voice in support 
of intervention against the terrorist dictator­
ship that had driven President Aristide into 
exile. The New York Times ran countless ed­
itorials warning of an invasion’s dire conse­
quences; so did the New York Post. Day after 
day, speeches about impending disaster were 
delivered on the floor of Congress by Re­
publicans who backed every idiotic and dan­
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March 23, 1995

Dear Mr. President:

to all,

ack Theimer

t

I have been reluctant to further advocate the involvement of Frank and his 

firm for fear of sticking my nose where it's not wanted.

Just a note to send along this information regarding the media advisory 

firm we spoke of before Christmas. I am sorry that the communications between 

George Stephanopoulous and Frank Magid didn't prove fruitful.

I am so certain of the need for your staff to be supplemented by the best in 

the business, I solicited the enclosed booklet from Frank's office. Please take a 

few minutes to review the diversified matters on which they advise everyone from 

Peter Jennings to Oprah Winfrey.

Mr. President, I just want to help you, Hillary and your team to deliver 

your message as effectively as possible.

Please say hello to Hillary and Carolyn Huber, I hope they are enjoying a 

wonderful Washington spring. I spoke to Dick last week and he seemed in great 

spirits now that the ponies are running!

Mr. President , I just know how critical the image that comes across the 

TV screen has become in electing our leaders. Your affiliation with and access to 

the most experience television professionals must be pursued.

PRESIDENT ...
The White House 

East Wing, Room 214

Washington DC 20500-2000
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In Chiefs Absence, Female Justice Takes the Gavel
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In addition to Rehnquljt and Steveiw, Jus­
tice* Antonin Scslia and Stephen G. Breyer el-

editor of the Dea Moine* Register, 
budunan of The Waahington Post ye

s

lUSriCE tANfiM DAY O'CONNOR
.. .first wmtn n (ourt is third in srnionty

By Joan Biskuptc 
WKMiyM aw nun WHO

5 •e'l

<?

ney general in 1965. then, in 1973, she be­
came I he first woman in the nation to be elect­
ed majority leader of a state Senate— Arian, 
na's.

Diaccrninj court watchers agreed yeater- 
day that there were only minor differences in 
wording between O'Connor'a rendition of or­
ders on bar admissions and Rehnquist's. Rut, 
then, tire court Is a place of Btrict conventions 
and decorum.

Rehnquhil’t broke a bit from that decorum 
earlier this term when he added four gold 
stripes to the sleeves of his blsck robe to imi­
tate a Gilbert & Sullivan costume House said 
tliat move was not lost on O'Connor's law 
clerk*; “They urged her to put three gold 
stripes on her robe."

so were out of town, so only four justices wit­
nessed the historic occurence.

O’Connor, who grew up on family ranches 
in Ariaona and Texas, has had a lifetime of 
“firsts.” The Stanford University law graduate 
became Arisona’s first female assistant attor-

comings of the newspaper business.
As the nation’s most prominent female newspaper edi­

tor Overholser caused a stir when she and her num.xing

recognition as
idsman of The Washington Post vesterdX"1*1 Om' a snr wnen ane and her managing

Overholser, 47, resigned from the Register In Fehnu 'dit°r at,ruPt|y Announced they were leaving tlie Regia- 

y after 6V, year., a.™. ,ha wa. '!«* e«nomi‘:ary after 6W years, saying she waa «wnm down” by her 
job at tlie Gaiuictl-owncd paper. She also cited the “prof­
it pressures” on modern newspaper editors.

The ombudsman deals with reader complaint*, critiques 
tlie paper in-house and writes a weekly column, working 
under a two-year contract that can be renewed. Overholser

A

>____________ID: 202-456-6409

O’Connor’s 15-Minute First

Yesterday morning began at the Supremo 
Court as it always has. with the marshal’s 
call: “Oyei! Oyezt Oyezl" But then something 
different happened.

For the first time in American history, a 
woman. Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, pre­
aided over tlie most powerful court in the na- 
tiun.

The event lasted only about 15 minute* 
and passed without flourish. But the impor­
tance of the occasiun was not lost on people 

I where tradi-

In related court husineits yesterday, the jus- ' 
tices ruled 7 to 2 that states may charge sales 
taxes on the full price uf bus trips and other 
transportation even when a portion of the U ip 
ia outside the state.

In the cane involving an Oklahoma sales tax 
on bus tickets, the court rejected arguments 
that the tax unduly burdena interstate com­
merce by permitting Oklahoma to collect a 
percentage of the full purchase price of all bus 
tickets, even those going (rat-of-atate. The 
court Mid the tax is on ticket sales for travel 
originating in the states, so no sale can be sub­
ject to more than one state's tax. Justices 
Breyer and O’Connor dimented in Oklahoma 
Ta* Commission ojtfftrsm Lints.

Separately, the juatioea announced they 
would hear a cpse testing whether the gov­
ernment must reimburse chemical compa­
nies who, after being compelled to produce 
Agent Orange, ended up having to pay Viet­
nam veterans for Injuries caused by the 
chemical defoliant. The case of Henulcs v. 
United Stalos will be heard next term.

Ex-Des Moines Editor Is Named Post Ombudsm
By Howard Kurts

Geneva Overholser, who won national r

was mu

an
deal of an low* rape victim with her cooperation. Over­
holser has spoken around the country about the ahort-

Regiater wern one factor in her decision.
"I think editora’ Jobs these days are increasingly busi- 

mm executive jobs,” Overholser said. "1 didn't set out to

uSrtft.T.-;fs* tF "»•b
ventlo^bh^V'il teStovingStiaTh”

In 1M0. w n.'pIIf.JTJ; ? y i"‘h0UT

who frequent the court, a place 
lion and older are everything.

All four of O'Connor’* law clerks were 
there. Some oilier court personnel specifical­
ly attended once they realised that both 
Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist and Jus­
tice John Paul Steven*, second in seniority, 
would be out of town yesterday, tlie last day 
of court activities before a two-weak recess. 

“The only thing remarkable about it was 
liow long it took." said Deputy Solicitor Gen­
eral Uwrenca C. Wallace, who sat at th* 
front of the courtroom. He said he knew 
something was up when he walked into the 
courtroom yesterday and saw several law 
clerks staring at the bench.

Appointed by Preaident Ronald Reagan, 
O'Connor became the.first female justice in 
1981. (Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who was 
named by President Clinton in 1993, is the 
second.) O'Connor, 65, has moved up in se­
niority over Die past 14 years to the No, 3 . 
■pot.

There was no hint of history in the making 
as the justices emerged from behind the rod 
velvet curtain and assumed their scats on 
the raised malwgany bench. Observing court 
protocol, O'Connor kept to her own high- 
back black leather chair, rather than slip into 
the chiefa at the center of the bench. (She 
ails in the seat to tlie chiefs immediate left.)

After O’Coimor announced that the week­
ly ordera of the court (lilting which cases 
were accepted for review, which rejected) 
had been filed, she noted that the court had 
one ruling. Its author. Justice David H. Sou­
ter, read a synopsis. The court them admit­
ted 131 lawyers to the Supremo Court bar. 

And that wax that.
“It wax a big deal to the people around her,” 

court upokeswoman Toni House said. “And 
titty thought she was having a lot of fun."
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zeppellns flying 
River city by 1978.

juntry faces are addressed, among 
the deterioration of public schools.Al

DA HARPEB

turing. the surge of new entrants into the

Ing to hold growth to about 2.5% to contain 
inflation—will be sufficiently reassured by

awi,. .men,. ..vn, .un- -gfcffiSffi

Bolivia. Squeezed by giant competitors at 
home, the local soft-drink company, with

sass
tions may be sli uc’ffi^the*!^." says Brie Schmidt.

beginning of a period of Signal* 
term prosperity." says Jeffrey

er global markets can benefit 
ipanies in more than one way.

could expectSSS.
the past 20 years averaged 2.4%. and : 
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Reason for Hope: 
Middle Class’s Fears 
Might Be Misplaced

Chattanooga provides a glimpse of how 
dlfficuK^ransitlon from factory town, to

suffered in the'process. But a 
finds Karl Sooder. marketing

reversed. Factories ano otnees were rvu« doesn't make a big push. Over­
signed to take advantage of electricity, as cola Double^ola's

machines and typewriters. Suddenly.

Continued From First Page
York Times Magazine section in 1964. 
celebrating the New York World s Fair, 
foresaw nuclear-powered cars In the year 
2000 A 1928 article In the Chattanooga 
Times forecast elevated landing pads for 
zeppellns flying above this Tennessee 
River city by 1978. None spotted so far.

In addition, regardless of the financial 
outlook for the middle class, it Is hard to 
paint a pretty picture of America’s future 
unless some gnawing social problems that 
the country faces are addressed, among 
them the deterioraUon of public schools, 
the city crime rate and the tragedies of the 
underclass and the homeless.

But the potential for sturdier economic 
growth certainly exists. The already-rapid 
pace of economic Integration and techno­
logical Innovation is bound to accelerate

of communism and the ebbing of Third 
World protectionism, the global market 
has tripled In the past decade, while tech­
nology has made overseas customers 
easier to reach.

Sc a key question is. can U.S. compa­
nies exploit these changes?
Pop Culture

$40 million In sales, sees its future abroad. 
Double-Cola targets countries where Coca-

And for Living Standards • ««»>•Wf".
--------- Mark

By Bon Davis and Lucinda Harpeb
Sio// Reportert af Tnv. w.Lt- STnr.BT Juurhal 

CHATTANOOGA. Tenn. - Headlines
scream "middle-class revolt." Politicians
compete to appease middle-class voters
with tax cuts. Polls find many Americans
worrying that their children not only won t
be able to live better than they have, but
may not even be able to live as well.

Are their worries justified? Or is It
possible the next two decades will work out
better than the last two — that, first, the 
U S. will grow faster over the next 20 years
than in the past 20 and. second, people at 
the middle will reap more of the gain than
fh°In facu'there is good reason to believe aiso’faced what economlats calla

RiA.i.’r urrors livina Stan- tivirv naraiinx’’: Bia electric generators

1 iMll cbnllmle for many years. If so, median 
family income will increase to about $46,- 
000 by 2010 from last year's S38.400. accord­
ing to projections by Regional Financial 
Associates, an economic consulting firm in 
West Chester. Pa. The figures are in 1994 
dollars.

However, if productivity improvements 
already under way add half a percentage 
point to the growth rate, median family 
income will rise to $50,900 in today? dol­
lars. according to the firm, which did the

to surges of factory production. Mean­
while, the gap between the lower and 
upper middle class was growing, reflecting 
a gap in education. For instance, book­
keepers who could calculate sums in their 
heads commanded much togher wages 
than the less-educated, says Harvard econ­
omist Claudia Goldin.

Twenty years later, both trends had 
reversed. Factories and offices were rede-

of growth in the future, he reasons, the 
more the middle class will benefit.

But what are. the chances that annual 
economic growth win in fact be faster than 
in the past two decades? And that the 
Federal Reserve - which Is currently try-

productivity gains to permit a robust 
growth rate? - ■ - •—
Adding It Up

Perhaps the most reassuring evidence 
for a middle-class surge is 
happened before. Around 1000,

Reason for Hope

Middle Class’s Fears
About Coming Years
Might Be Misguided
Technology, Global Markets ^’V^wth should average a fun per­

Bode Well for U.S. Firms j -^^XSy
And for Living Standards • S56R^onLf Financial’* Chief economist. 

______ Mark Zandl. says the economic forces that
Chattanooga TacklesChange over thepMte25 years ^^corporate restruc-

work force, sluggish productivity growth- 
are now reversing. And the faster the pace

service-industry center, and many have 
But a recent visit 

linos lusn owner. uwMuug vice presi­
dent for Double-Cola Co., faxing blue-and- 
red pafiraging designs to a bottler in

in manu- 
Facturing in the 1980s." says Brie Schmidt, 
chief technical officer of Sun Microsystems
InC^oaderngloballemarkets can benefit 

U.S. companies in more than one'way. 
Asia alone Is expected to spend 11 trillion 
on telecommunications, construction and 
other infrastructure projects over the next 
decade, providing enormous opportunity

i^£RCH21hl995

Paul David, a Stanford economist who 
studied electrification, says it can take « 
years for a new technology to alter a 
society. He notes we are now 25 years past 
the invention of the microprocessor, which 
spawned the personal-computer revolu­
tion. This suggests a surge to »toputer-re- 
lated productivity may lie Just ahead.

Of course, such forecasting, like all 
crystal-ball gazing, la perilous. A New

Now and Then

fajiilllM highlights the differeneee and 
elmilaritie*. Article on page BL

dards will get better for middle-class fami­
lies over the next two decades.

boost the fortunes of most Americans. 
Growing global markets would create big 
opportunities for dynamic U.S. companies 
and their employees. Broader “toP““r 
use would make workers more productive, 
more In demand and able to command 
higher salaries. And growing college en­
rollment would shrink the gap between the 
wealthy and middle classee.

•‘If we play our cards right, we’re at the 
beginning of a period of *®n^
term prosperity, says .*
Harvard University economist. TVeareln 
the midst of ohe of history's peatest 
expansions of market c^ltolism.'

The past 20 years have seen historically *towgro^ causing P^er^ortijos^
■ the middle!. They can buy mors, but often 
at great personal cost: two people working, 
rising debt, job insecurity. ____ _

But with asmali acceleration of growth,
betted.

Annual growth of the U.S. economy during 
the past 20 years averaged 2.4%. and 
government oolicv makers assume this I

The past 20 years have seen historically 
•tow 22
tbe miacue- Tney can
at great parional cost: two people wartdng. 
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gle supervisor now has responsibility once 
shared by four-and retraining workers. It; 
produces as much nylon as 20 years ago.

Corp, has made a cult of computerization. 
Bach second that customerservice agents

Identifies callers and their shipping I 
rles. It has shaved about 10 seconds

tries. Sometimes labor makes up a tiny

U.S. workers »5 an hour Instead of paying 
Mexicans $2 an hour makes perfect sense if

For every lot 
import shirts

win displace more jobs than they craata?

middlerdass surge nationally should help ,

But some perspective Is needed. Jobs 
don't inevitably migrate to low-wage coun- 

portion of”a~product’s cost. Sometimes 
other costs jack up the price of working In

>al pay Increases. The reoera 
win allow the economy to grow 
ore only if tt aeea evidence — 

Improving more rapidly 
. There have been promla*

• a _    - *

test techniques on a computer — to design 
robots and movie special effects. In Both-

— AtMl
—-3.3% Unwin 
-----3.0% Growth
— 3.0% Growth

d. a J

IUUUU — ------- --------

- on. Wash., Darwin Molecular Corp, usee

3 .

m onethan3%

professor, estimates economic growth may 
climb as much as an additional 0.6% annu­
ally over the next decade because of com-

similar ideas to design drugs. If such 
things pan out, new firms will cash In 
world-wide, thanks to trade.
Manufacturing Work

U.S. business learned a costly lesson in 
the 1970s and 1980s about the need to 
constantly innovate and cut costs. Twenty 
yean of modernization and layoffs have 
reduced the U.S. manufacturing work 
force by two million worken. But because 
costs have dropped so much, economists 
believe that manufacturing should hold 
steady at roughly 18 million worken.

In Chattanooga, DuPont Co. is modern­
izing-a 47-year-old nylon factory. Plant 
employment has been slashed to 1,400 
worken. about one-third the 1973 total. By 
eliminating layen of management - a sin-

developing countries - uneducated work 
forces, bad roads, antiquated . telephone 
networks, unstable governments. Paying

destroys old------------------- ,
ones no one thought of before. The U.S. has 
a commanding lead in technologies that 
may spawn Industries and jobs for dec­
ades. such as ths merging of computers 
and biology. In Cambridge. Mass., consult­
ant Karl Sims experiments with “artificial 
evolution"—simulating survival-of-the-flt-

for U.S. manufacturers, consultants and 
salespeople. Overall, trade’s share of the 
U S economy roughly doubled in the past 
20 years, to 26%. and Is expected to rise 
further as the U.S. fits more tightly into 
global markets.

Globalization can boost growth tn less- 
; visible ways, too. by exposing U.S. firms to 
' foreign capital and innovation. After Ap­

plied Materials Inc., a semiconductor­
equipment maker in Santa Clara. Calif., 
expanded its Japanese technology center 
in 1990, It persuaded two big companies 
there to help finance development of a 
machine for making flat-panel computer 
screens. Now. Applied Materials makes 
the $4 million machines In California and 

'Texas. “If we weren’t doing business in 
Japan, we wouldn't have had the opportu­
nity." says its chairman. James Morgan. 
GUletta Co. turned to Britain for laser­
welding technology and to Germany for 
precision' machine tools when it set up a 
Boston factory to make Sensor blades.

Yet the competitiveness of U.S. firms 
doesn’t guarantee prosperity for the mid­
dle class. Many fear that the rise of such 
low-wage competitors as China and Mexico 
will steal U.S. jobs and undercut wages. 
And surely some of that will happen. About 
one-third of the worsened income gap 
between high-school dropouts and college 
graduates during the 1980s was due to 
increased immigration and trade, says 
George Borjas, an economist at the Uni­
versity of California at San Diego.

Even skilled workers will face job com­
petition. American computer firms, for 
example, are hiring lower-paid engineers 
in Bangalore, India, to design computer 
chips during what Is nighttime in the U.S.

— - - ---------------since the
 _  ' makes 

some 'jobs 'obsolete; technology-expands 
work overall. Nonetheless, social critics 
have tong fretted that automation will 
create a permanent army of the unem-

thlrd to 150 sales reps once Its system Is
fully computerized. But because technol­
ogy helps the company grow. It expects to
find different jobs for displaced workers. .
IndSwal^voiutam.eT«SS3ogynmatas ngoga Stace Technteal '

‘plans to offer a degree In 'lUBtainabi- i

Lose Some, Win Some
There can be a big downside to higher 

productivity: job loss. FedEx plans to 
shrink the Memphis call center by one-

OCNI CiYiAeroX I .e I <si.up.iei
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Drivers, who are paid by the mile, can earn 
more because they needn’t stop as fre- 
quently to telephone headquarters.

In Memphis. Tenn., Federal Express But in coming years, DuPont expects to 
need about 200 new workers to fill rising 
domestic order*. And overall employment 
in Chattanooga la rising substantially.

Will people In the middle benefit from 
these changes as much as those In higher 
Income brackets? Since l«n, those near 
the top have done far better than those 
beneath them, reversing a postwar trend 
toward greater income equality. It has to 
do with the increasing importance of edu­
cation in a technological society. Jacob 
Mincer, a Columbia economist, estimates 
cdUoge-educated employees now earn 
about 12* more than high-school gradu­
ates, up from the usual 7* differential. 
Baek to School

But thia education gap may create its 
own solution.

. Backed by ao years of data. Prof. 
Mincer finds that the greater the rewards 
for a college degree, the larger the enroll­
ment in fottr-year colleges. During the pas t 
decade, enrollment jumped about 20* in 
four-year colleges and even more in two- 
year eehotea. As the supply of coUege-edu- ' 
cated employees catches up with demand, 
the wage gap to likely to diminish over the 
next decade. Prof. Mincer argues.

High-school graduates, are turning 
heavily to community college*, which have 
learned to treat local employers as Clients 
and tailor courses to the workplace, thus 
improving studanta* prospects. Chatta-

uty* —designing factories to rouse wastes. I 
Ea^yw^atacorOTurdO^legea^S*

graphics: Over the next 20 years, the labor 
force should grow more slowly than during ; 
the past 20. because of declining birth rates - 
and slower increases in numbers of work­
ing women. Simply put. worker supply 
may not keep up with demand in the U.S., 
pushing up wages. .

And what about the poor? During the 
boom years of the 1980s tn Massachu­
setts—remember the Massachusetts Mira­
cle? -poverty rates In Boston plunged 30*. 
even as they roee 15* In other big cities, 
gays MIT economist

reduce poverty nationally as well.

cut from telephone time saves FedEx *25.- 
000 in wages and benefits, estimates Wil­
fred Busby, a service-center manager. . 
FedEx uses a desktop system that quickly 
identifies callers and their shipping histo­
ries. It has shaved about 10 seconds from 
each call so far and is seeking a further 
22-second gain. The Memphis office will 
begin a fully automated system so cus­
tomers can order a pickup or track a 
package without speaking to an agent.

Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan says 
U.S. leadership In computer software may 
help increase long-term productivity "a 
few tenths of a percentage point annually, 
or aven more, perhaps moving us much 
closer to th* more vibrant past that charac­
terized th* •arly post-World War n p*- 
riod,” wh*n productivity advanced by

— annually. Erik Brynjolfason. 
etts Institute of Technology

Americans produce that much extra of 
quality goods and services.

When companies do invest abroad, it 
Isn't a total loss for U.S. worker*. Compa­
nies invariably order more parts and sup­
plies from domestic firms they know. 
The Productivity Question

Remember also that workers ar* con­
sumers. For every job tost bacaus* ro- 
tailers import shirt* from India or 
sneaker* from Indonesia, Americans pay 
leas for clothes. Lower retail price* can lift 
living standards as surely as pay raises.

Yet surviving foreign competition is 
one thing: prospering la anothervUnlesa 
U.S. worker* can boo*t productivity fur­
ther - meaning working smarter and in­
creasing hourly output “ c*n‘t,h3>e 
for real pay Increases. The Federal Re­
serve wui allow the economy to grow at 3* 
or more only If u sees evidence that 
productivity 1* Improving mor* rapidly 
than it has been. There have been promis­
ing signs recently; productivity gainsi « 
averaging about 2* a year since 199L 
roughly twice the 1980s gains.

The hope* Include services,
tlonai'inc.', "a Graen Bay, Wls., trucking

ployed^Cr^g W^^^^^gy^analyst 

likens computers to "a race of aliens" who

year and "work tor us." Have we reached. 
via wmdur*. where ernnnuten '

h>v« landed on Earth, get •martar ovary

tha point, ho wondoro, where computer!

History suggests not New technology 
' itroy* old Industrie, but creates new 

thought of before. The U.S. has 
ling lead in technologies that
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A Red Flag on Technology Sale to China
1 MM he Clinton administration is proving once 

again that on arms proliferation issues, profit 

I ■ often rules over prudence.

to.

t he Garrett tecnnoiogy io esiaousn a uuihc»uu 
pr eduction line for upgraded cruise missile engines.

I dial government studies obtained by ot 
Dean Boyd and Dale Van Atta support

Tb
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wE.ich are perfectly suited for that requirement,’ 

•a;

California-based aerospace giant. The company 
recently informed the government that it intends to 
sell China the manufacturing technology used to bur1 
its Garrett gas turbine engines. This follows on the 
h^els of a controversial decision by the

of new precision-guided cruise missiles.

scenario, which projected what China’s military
I EL* a • a a a .

itedthe’u.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet, due in part to a line

administration last year to allow the Garrett engines 

to be sold. 
AHiedSignal officials told us the technology poses 

little risk because it is suited only to build aircraft 
engines. “We are not in a position to judge China’s 
missile engine manufacturing capability,” a company 
spokesman said. “However, the technology involved 

\ is specific to civil-certified [Garrett] engines, which 
x are designed for aircraft operations.”

Arms proliferation experts believe China wants 
t he Garrett technology to establish a domestic 
pr eduction line for upgraded cruise missile engines. 
“Clearly, the Chinese could use this to make engines

Kenneth Timmerman, a security specialist and 
ttor of the Middle East Data Project, 
wdidential government studies obtained by our 
totes Dean Boyd and Dale Van Atta support 
Herman’s view. “Garrett engines and/or 
c&on technology would provide an array of high 
trfimrmance capabilities to satisfy [China’s] 

_T . jbauirements well into the next century,” 
one documr^nt alleges. Another study indicates China

waTheadabol.Vl.COO miles if it obtained these

■ At a time when American officials are threatening 
the People’s Republic of China over its unfair trade 
practices, human rights abuses and weapons exports, 
the Clinton administration is poised to allow a 
controversial technology sale that many believe could 
help the communist country upgrade its missile 

program. 
“This [sale] would give China the technological 

know-how to make engines for long-range cruise 
missiles capable of hitting any city in Japan, 
Korea—all the way through India,” one frustrated 
American official explained. "The administration 
knows this, but so far no one has had the political will 

to stand up and say no.”
The proposed deal involves AlliedSignal Inc., the 

CbUfomia-based aerospace giant. The company

Despite the red flags, the Clinton administration 
last year lifted the export controls that normally 
cover the Garrett technology. This means 
AlliedSignal is free to sell its manufacturing 
technology without government approval—-unless 
the administration reverses itself. So far, there’s 
been little indication this will happen.

Iain S. Baird, the Commerce Department’s deputy 
assistant secretary for export administration, 
maintains there is no legal basis to oppose the sale. 
He says the Garrett technology is more than 20 
years old and "completely impractical” for use in 
cruise mioileii. Baird added that AlliedSignal should 
be applauded for taking “the unusual step of advising” 
the government of the sale when it wasn’t required

In the original engine sale, which came in the wake 
of the administration’s 1994 decision, the engines 
were to be used in a military jet China was 

 ,, HL. developing with Pakistan. Many American officials
:11 China the manufacturing technology used to build OODOSed the deal, after intelligence studies found that 

z ”---------“-n the Chinese recipient was involved in missile building

and that the engines could form the basis for a new 
Chinese cruise missile. 

Nevertheless, the Clinton administration approved 
the sale, allowing the engines to be exported as 
civilian goods despite their declared military end-use. 
Despite specific warnings from Congress, officials at 
the Pentagon and the Commerce Department also 
removed export controls from the Garrett 
manufacturing technology. 

AlliedSignal says it has sold only 33 Garrett
engines to China, and the technology sale hasn’t been 
finalized. A company spokesman added, “At,this 
point, we don’t need government approval."

Critics of the deal are outraged. “This is exactly 
what we said would happen a year ago," an American 
official said. “We warned that the Chinese would 
come after the technology after they got the engines, 
but [the administration] decontrolled it anyway. In 
my mind, it constitutes criminal negligence.”

The anger generated by the proposed sale is not 
surprising considering a simulated war game played 
out by the Pentagon last year. In the fictitious battle 
scenario, which projected what China’s military 
capability and manpower would be in 2010, China 

roul

military

couldmake ,1 engines capable of launching a biological 
j A i nnn if it obtained these

materials.
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amendment.’number on them.

in history did not occur in I

J*

with the expansion

new tax brackets were added in 1993:36

was

average family.

. But in her
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a-^'t
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business of tax policy just a bit more complex^ the 

heroic tax slashers would have us beheve. 1 he 
Question is whether [the 1993 tax incre»e] vras a

the 1993 tax increase is lower

ov. Christine Todd Whitman, the 
Republican meteor from New Jersey, had 
thePunusual honor for a first-term governor

*■. ♦

*
I

hnw the two compare, according toB

quality' Americans are looking for in pohticians: 

honesty.
 ....  —-------

•? r

sass;
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Fiddling With the Numbers

biggest, and when you account for population and

business of tax policy just a bit more complex^han the 

heroic tax slashers would have us beheve. 1 he

in’c'rease ot. say. $10 !>*»>»> fact’ “
jpAreaae of $15 biUion now,” says Gale. In fact, u

hicoest tax increase in history by $85 billion.
supply side economics on New Jersey. But mh 
first nationally televised Perfo^e asa J .

increase of $15 biUion now,” says Gale, hrfact U 

biggest tax in'crease in history by $85 bilhom
MmeXr, says Gale, the population of the 

country increased, so that, on a per personi bass.

W<Aml she delivered a whopper of what can most
And she delivered a whopper oi wuot Ux ^3^. Suppose 11 was uic

And mdhon beUeving that Clinton and • congress and the president are capabte; of
tte DemcrScMtroEd Congress had done a real deficit even without a balanced bu ge

number on this iady for tax cuts “oSTlong-term benefits, he says, are that “more

56T^h^eS S^ease in history did not occur in ^Vtad was"the hit for those few who did have to

Si=“?J="XT£.?=~ ==-.==•»—» 

was able to generate uj ---o —, - -his house at the lower interest rates w i had as
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licans were actually terrified it might local governments.

funds.

ficult issues such as school finance, con-
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when food stamps were removed from 

programs slated to be block grant pro- 

change came not because of the objec- hall of shame  

Rep. Billy Joe Purdom makes

a aCc
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effect leaves administration of food Council report which noted the bal- good for streams. Gravel mining has 

stamps pretty much alone, notching a wore- been proven to degrade water quahty.
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efitfromthe$25billionprogram feared in popular programs. Balancing tne column for bill requiring com-
the consequences of separate admin- budget is impossible if social secunty is for adjoining land owners in
istration by the states. One insider excluded and pubic opinion polk show streams designated extraordinary re­

laughed, “Compared to the states the the eighty percent majonty for the streams 7^ biU demagogues
federalbureaucracy looked pretty good amendment drops to thirty percent if ^property rights whfieignor-
to the farmers and food retailers." The cuts in social security are included. more compiex realities. The gravel
Republicans partially re-reversed Several Arkansas legislators, ^^gable streams does not belong to
themselves when Republican Cover- while supporting the need for the - property OWner but to the state, 
nors objected to the removal of food eral government lts spotd^g Never the state compensated for this

iS vic^Tor agriculmral^ duce annual fedetalgmnts to Arkansas cause streams to

retailing interests. Meanwhile the by $723 million including the fo ow ^hen causing the flooding of alluvial 

__ . . . . . -tt  Jtk-,.   .... 1 J 1 ko nmntKtWp in a

nors ooiectea to tne removal VI Iwva —— 6--------- ---  . u « ^ever isuieaunc ---------—
stamps from block grants, by permit- under control, breathed a sigh of rehet offen adjoining land-
ting removal of recipients who refuse when the Amendment faded calling owner nQt Purdom made a public 
to work under state plans. The net attention to a Southenl statement claiming gravel mining is

£ " • more than $2 billion in other federal
said&"The vote became a circus. In the spending in Arkansas, including more 

r.rpch.naeindirectionintheirrushto end Dole had the most to lose if it failed, than a billion in Medicare and another 

rare America' He had to prove his leadership for his billion in housing assistance, veterans
enact the Contract with Amenca , P campaign,, benefits, student loans, and grants to

licans were actually terrified it might local governments. .
CXT^tr^tltes? pass and force specific spending cutsto 

change came not because of theobjec- beidentified  ̂Some Democrats wanted 
tions of the poor but because agricul- ittopasswiththeiropposition,andthai

tural and retailing interests that ben- t*atRepub

^e cor^quencesof sepcirate admin- budget is impossible if social security is for adjoining land owners in

istration by the states. One insider excluded and pubic opinion polk show streams designated extraordinary re­
laughed, "Compared to the states the the eighty percent majonty for the streams 7^ biU demagogues

LITICAL REPORT *»’»
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Commenting on the Balanced tax cuts would further cause the loss of 
Budget Amendment one Senate staffer more than $2 billion in other federal 
said, "The vote became a circus. In the spending in Arkansas, including more 

id Dole had the most to lose if it failed, than a billion in Medicare and another

1. $416 million in Medicaid,
2. $65 million in lost highway 

trust funds.

^llll I I I lltl

land and causing it to be navigable in a 

boat or canoe fewer days a year.needed war against food stamp fraud.

As legislation on the Contract
rushes through the U.S. House, con­
cerns over flaws buned in a number of

- 4.

Senate can afford to be the defibera- for education, job training, the environ-

3. $16 million in lost welfare GOvernOR & LEGISLATURE

Clinton Adminktration starts a much ing:

As legislation on the Contract

flaws buried in a number of

sSSSSE 

ttve body on this, nwyu weed ou, with S.ofle^ahveSdSp.m^a,

With the loss of the balanced American’ tax cuts, lossesta federal the Governor and some to a g^eraUy 

bttdgetamendmtmttt-eRepubbc  ̂ ^tofadng^cmiequenresofdif.

leadership in the Senate will be less r . . , --------
slowdown Contract leek- state taxes, an increase of 22.7 percent

ing more complex realities. The gravel

themselves when Republican Cover- while supporting the need for the fed- property owner but to the state.
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House Republicans agreed to a
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ways that were unimaginable a few commitments and policy initiatives.

school funding is a hard sell given the

Any benefit a government con-citizen legislators and it will be better.

leadership in this session is simply an 
unusually weak crop, "Stanley Russ, 
Bobby Hogue, and many of the com-

bills they wanted through the senate.*'
While some fear term limits 

will produce a legislature which is 
little better than "democratic anar­
chy" and open the door to dominance 
by a strong governor, others suggest it 
is too early to judge. "Once the senior-

There is a tendency toward crisis man- aSes- 

agement rather than orchestrating a 
coherent legislative program.

Others argue that even accept-

federal budget, but when one group is 
excluded from having to pay a tax the

ownsor collects. Often thus is considered 
to be in the public domain but by legisla-

Govemor Tucker has not provided con­
sistent executive leadership.

While Governor Tucker gets 
high marks for political courage on 
his educational funding package, he 
failed to offer the leadership neces­
sary to see that his reforms had a real 
chance. "Sellingsucha radical change 
in public education will take a couple 
of years. The governor waited too

Most would agree that federal 
entitlements such as aid to dependent 
children are clearly welfare. Food stamps

Another kind of welfare is 

when the government gives some­
thing it owns to members of the public 
for their personal use and profit. One 
example is grazing and mining rights 

on federal land.
Another valuable asset the gov­

ernment can give away is information it

executive can't be expected tocompen- 
sate for diminishing leadership within

will likely say it's still unconstitutional, 
it allows no accountability, it provides 
(or accomplishes) no true reform of the 

quality of education, and leaves taxpay­
ers at the mercy of a formula that will 

devour increasingly larger percentages
of state tax dollars. 

Whatever the truth, two conclu­
sions are inescapable. Barring a dra- 

long to drop his proposal into the mafic turnaround, theGovemor emerges ^ve ac^ Congress can give valuable in­
session. If he really wants it to pass he from the session wounded and his im- gathered at public expense, to
should hold hearings, stump the state age as a strong leader damaged. Legjsla- a private company or group and allow

<____________________o_____r_______ r___________ _ _sion," remarked one legislator. take some time for new patterns of lead- 

There is a consensus that the ership to emerge as term limits, for good

tors) Max Howell or Knox Nelson, but 
love 'em or hate 'em, theyj:ould ram staff, the overaU legisla-

tivepackagewasoftenlate(schoolfund- INTERNET & THE PUBLIC INTEREST
ing, highways) and poorly conceived -----------------------------------------------------
(constitutional reform, highways). Welfare can come inmanypack-

^2

(continued from pa%e 1) governor's staff is largely weak and or ill, create a body with far less legisla-
' . ' . inexperienced, that while they and the five experience. In the meantime the

with an iron hand and will is passing. covemorteve occasionally performed climate is ripe for any number ofbad bills 

The large number of new legislators Healing with a specific issues or to sneak through the legislative process
and the impending effect of term limits prot>lem, there is little consistent policy as disorganized legislative leaders and a 

have opened the legislative process in direction and poor follow-through on wounded Governor produce an atmo- 
ways that were unimaginable a few coj^mitments and policy initiatives. sphere of weakness and inconsistency 
years ago. One lobbyist remarked, I While the governor's helpers and without the political strength or will
never thought I'd miss (former Sena- £or session are generally to derail harmful legislation.

tors) Max Howell or Knox Nelson, but ~ven higher marks than his full time A

ity system is swept away, legislative . of weaknesses execu. are generally conceded to be welfare as
leadership will become a meritocracy. tive and legislative leadership, substan- are payments to the disabled or aged.

eight years, but not willing to wait orupsetthe status quo on issues such as to a person or group, even the non-poor,

, . ~ , school funding is a hard sell given the r
ity to have any influence, wdl become present mood of electorate. "Folks one example.
citizen legislators and it will be better. just want to -done, what we're ‘ A~:’1

Others suggest current senior 5^^5655  ̂^ reflection of that fers on a class or group can be considered

Good people willing to serve six or tive change that threatened to raise taxes Any payment or benefit by government 
rt 1 ll VX® A  ------- — — — — — - m rzvM MZWf

half a life time to gain enough senior­ can also be welfare. Farm subsidies are

attitude."
Others argue that

Governor's problems and some anger

somewhoservedinthepastTheyhave arethere8ultof"shameles8demagogu- appear on a federal budget, but produce
1 j part of gchooI aHministra- u CL U'" ’* "

tors who raised the specter of consoli-

nor failed to fill. While some argue the Q^ernor'seducation reform pack- 18 written. It is not an item in the

age. Everyone but a few educators lose

the legislative branch, most agree that rest of us must make up the difference.

session. If he really wants it to pass he formation gathered at public expense, to 
• •• r 

and then bring it up in a special ses- five leadership has dissipated and it will th^m to profit from this giveaway, 

sion," remarked one legislator. take some time for new patterns of lead- ------------------------
Thorp is a mnsonstis that the ershio to emerge as term limits, for good (continued on page 3)

just want to be left alone. What we're

welfare. Welfare need not be a payment
the of cash by the government, it might be 

  _• tax exemptions or credits to a group or
mittee chairs are not as dominant as vitiate on school finance dassofpeople. Thesebenefitsmay never

scruples and want to be fair." ftte pit^WbJIdm^tea- a cash benefit to the groups who are

The dissipation of legislative who consoli. excluded from taxation that is just a real
leadership lefta vacuum thatthegover- dationanctkiited any real dialogue on as if they received a check in the mail. No
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(continued from page 2)

AsC^essreduces^diUona! ,;iCT.vl;on, („«en in supper, of

cases.

product The dny
An entirely new class of well-heeled provtaionbecameidentifiedas4,emost Motions>

welfare recipient is emerging. serious threat to the public s right to e w . or kicked off)
The following is the story of an to access information pro- language for discredited or kicked^

attempt to give-away several orownjew- d^bythegovernmentsincedieFree- ^X'Lho’ateo stood to
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various Internet lists. In a number of 
West defenders, including their
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benefit from the proposal, including

sional information.
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sion would allow agencies to waive all 
limits on pricing of government infor­

mation redistributed by a private ven­
dor. Love andTAP-INFOindicated con­
tinued opposition and asked that the
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—/ w we rest vj ana into ivyt) is to adopt policies
that can, at once, permanently increase the economy’s long-term productivity
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These steps build on the Administration’s considerable achievements Last 
year’s budget reforms have reduced federal spending’s claim on the economy over the 
next five years to an annual average of 21.5 percent of GDP, as compared to 23 
percent under Presidents Reagan and Bush. And approval of NAFTA and conclusion 
of the GATT should extend the global economic reach of American workers and firms.

Yet these reforms have not significantly altered the U.S. economy’s long-term 
prospects. The President’s Council of Economic Advisers (CEA) forecasts that real 
growth for the rest of this decade will average only 2.6 percent a year - significantly 
less than the 2.8 percent average of the 1980s. That will be too slow to generate

The Progressive Policy Institute 518 C Street, NE, Washington, D.C. 20002 202/547-0001

.oCHk.,

Robert J. Shapiro

The economy is growing, the deficit is shrinking, trade is expanding. Yet 
President Clinton’s economists forecast slower growth through the 1990s than in the 
1980s, tacitly acknowledging that the U.S. economy’s structural problems persist. In 
addition, interest-rate increases and other economic evidence signal that the current 
expansion could well end by early 1996. The President has ample time, however, to 
combine good policy and good politics by adjusting his program to target these 
problems and promote strong sustained growth.

The basic challenge for the rest of1994 and into 1995 is to adopt policies 
that can, at once, permanently increase the economy’s long-term productivity 
and help extend the current expansion. In the main, this course closely tracks the 
economic strategy proposed by Governor Bill Clinton in 1992. First, next year’s 
budget should include fundamental entitlement reforms to both break the structural 
budget deficit once and for all, and deliver another timely dose of low long-term 
interest rates. Second, the President’s next budget also should provide for substantial 
public investment in education, training, research and infrastructure, financed by deep 
cuts in unproductive business subsidies. Third, Congress can promote growing demand 
for U.S. products next year and into the future by implementing the GATT agreement 
this year. Fourth, the President can boost business and job formation by deregulating 
small and new businesses.

ilWWt BRIEFING

CLINTONOMICS: 
THE CASE FOR A MID-COURSE CORRECTION



Fed steps down hard on demand with higher interest rates, and the economy snaps

probably about 86 percent. Similarly, the current unemployment rate is 6.4 percent,

new workers over the last two years, the current expansion should have about one y

3

Today, 83 percent of the economy’s factory capacity is in use, less than two 
percentage points lower than the peak for the 1980s expansion, which ended quickly 
after the "capacity utilization rate" hit 84.8 percent. There should be a bit more room 
this time since strong business investment and corporate downsizing have increased 
the economy’s productive capacity. As a result, peak capacity utilization is now 
probably about 86 percent. Similarly, the current unemployment rate is 6.4 percent, 
or just about one percentage point from the lowest (adjusted) point in the 1980s 
expansion.

hits the ceiling. The Fed has never been able to pull this off in the past; and its 
ability to do so now is less than it used to be, because financial deregulation and

At the rate at which business has brought on line its unused capacity and hired 
new workers over the last two years, the current expansion should have about one year 
to go before reaching its peak.

We cannot depend on Fed fine-tuning to forestall the downturn. There 
are those who say that the Fed can continue to fine-tune the cycle, using incremental 
interest rate changes that modulate demand and so ensure that the expansion never 

. ------j —, luiig-ujrm interest rates ten and a
recapitalized banking system responded to rising demand for credit at the lower 
rates. Through the rest of this year and into 1995, strong corporate earnings should

How long will this cycle last? No one can be certain when the current 
expansion will naturally end, but it probably has at least four more quarters to go. 
Over the last year, growth accelerated as long-term interest rates fell and a 

global capital have weakened its control over the total supply and price of credit. 
Besides, will a Republican Fed chairman, who tried hard to promote a strong 
economy for a GOP president in 1992 - and failed - do better this time?

The bottom line: Under current policies, the expansion could stall by mid- to 
late-1995, without addressing the economy's nagging structural problems.

support healthy business investment, and higher cash flows for the many households 
benefiting from mortgage refinancing and rising stock prices in 1993 and early 1994 
should drive consumption spending.

The Federal Reserve’s recent interest-rate hikes may help lengthen the cycle 
y moderating the recent spurt of strong growth, but the Fed alone cannot sustain 

the expansion much beyond its natural course. Consider the problem from the point 
of view of factory capacity and employment. Expansions normally expire when the 
economy s capacity to expand production and employment is exhausted. Factories 
and offices run at full capacity and additional workers are hard to find at prevailing 
wages, but demand continues to grow. This gives rise to inflationary pressures so the 
Fed steps down hard on demand with higher interest rates, and the economy snaps 
back and down.



ultimately support serious reforms. The President also can draw on a growing

1 Robert J. Shapiro, Cut-and-Invest to Compete and Win, A Budget Strategy for American Growth 
Progressive Policy Institute, Policy Report No. 18, January 1994.

5

consensus that serious Social Security reforms are needed in any event, just to ensure 
the system’s long-term solvency. Pulling off entitlement reform will make President 
Clinton and Congress genuine heroes for finally taming the permanent deficit, and 
thus helping to create the conditions for long-term national prosperity.

2. Cut-and-invest. As we ask middle-class people to accept less in future 
entitlement benefits, we should also offer economic reforms that will strengthen their 
future prospects: namely, greater public investment in their training and education, 
basic research and transportation systems. These investments should be financed by 
asking specific industries to give up their special subsidies. As public investment can 
strengthen national productivity and efficiency, these subsidies reduce the economy’s 
potential, by insulating favored sectors from healthy market pressures to upgrade 
themselves, and by raising the cost of capital and labor for those without subsidies.

The cornerstone of President Clinton’s strategy for reviving U.S. growth and 
productivity in a global economy is investment -- not only private investment by 
companies, but also public investment through the government in the training, 
education, basic research and infrastructure that can make every worker and firm 
more productive. This approach is fundamentally sound; but congressional resistance 
to cutting programs that don’t work and subsidies for special interests has denied this 
strategy the resources it needs to succeed. As a result, funding for these economy­
wide public investments is rising by just two-or-three percent a year — not nearly 
enough to affect national productivity and growth.

To finance meaningful public investment, the Progressive Policy Institute 
recently compiled a list of 68 tax and spending subsidies totalling $225 billion over 
five years, each one currently protected by its favored industry.1 For example, on the 
spending side the list includes subsidies to defray airlines’ costs to expand and 
upgrade terminals, payments to farmers whose commodities sell at below 
government-set prices, and cut-rate power from federal hydroelectric plants for 
private utilities in selected states. On the tax side, the list includes special credits 
for firms producing ethanol or natural gas from certain geological formations, a tax 
holiday for profits earned by firms on their operations in Puerto Rico and other U.S. 
possessions, a special one-year deferral for agribusiness on taxes for much of the 
income from crops, and many other singular provisions.

Phasing out these subsidies could clearly provide the resources for aggressive 
public investment, as well as a measure of tax relief for middle-class families with 
children. Yet the prospects of cutting subsidies for such powerful interests are slim, 
especially if we try to cut them one at a time. One way to break this gridlock is to
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I HOBART ROWEN

Addressing the Rages Over Wages
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compensation Since f<* aU wage and salary workers

1978.
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since 1978, even though 
productivity is up 15 percent.

A couple of decades of economic

I

This suggests one more element 
oi political danger for an already 
embattled Bill Clinton: Many of his

jobs are scrapped by major 
companies, other jobs are created, 
often by mid-sized companies. Net, 
there has been an increase of 4.25 
million jobs in the American 
economy under Clinton, 3.05 million 
of them in the fiscal year ending 
Aug. 31. Some of them are 
low-wage jobs, but it is a convenient 
misrepresentation to suggest that 
new job creation has been limited to 
those in hamburger joints.

Columnist Herbert, especially, 
needs to cool down and consider the

Organization is a canard that has 
been floated by extremists who 
would prefer to see the United 
States turn inward, and limit its 
relations with the rest of the world. 

Jules Katz, the respected farmer 
deputy trade representative under 
Bush, points out that there is 
nothing a new WTO can do, if we 
should lose a dispute before that 
body, to change U.S. law.

In the Wall Street Journal on 
Aug. 30, Katz pointed out that if we 
refused to accept some specific 
WTO ruling, other nations could 
course retaliate against our exports, 
“but this is no more than we would 
insist on if our rights were vitiated.’ 
(We do it unilaterally all the time 
against Japan and other countries).

round the country, the 
belief persists—despite

critics identified themselves as 
liberals who supported the 
president in 1992 but wonder 
whether they will do so again.

The liberal, left-wing disaffection 
with Bill Clinton is typified by a 
critique from economist Jeff Faux in 
the current American Prospect, in 
which he suggests that while 
Clinton is a welcome change from 
George Bush, “at best, this so far is 
a pilot program presidency.*

Faux is also bothered by the 
NAFTA and GATT agreements, 
which he sees as Clinton’s 
accommodation to a “global 
laissez-faire” system freezing 
American wages into an 
unacceptably tow pattern.

At peak hyperbole, this theme 
was also articulated Sept. 14 by 
New York Times columnist Bob 
Herbert, who assailed American 
workers for their “docility” as they 
watch “once-proud white-collar 
employees... downsized out of 
their comfortable offices into 
hamburger uniforms, as 
manufacturing jobs are rounded up 
and shipped overseas to semi-slaves 
working in squalid conditions.... 
Where is the anger? Where is the 
outrage?”

Herbert lists announced work 
force reductions this year of 
365,519. Downsizing is clearly a big 
problem. But at the same time that

Labor Department 
figures show that

evidence to the 
contrary— that the Clinton 
administration’s “too liberal" trade 
policy has cost American jobs.

The North American Free 
Trade Agreement, one hears from 
numerous callers on radio and TV 
talk shows I participated in over 
the last 10 days, has resulted in a 
toss of U.S. jobs to Mexico. The 
new General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) that is likely to 
squeak through Congress shortly is 
also viewed with some of the same 
suspicion because, as one caller on 
WNYC’s “On the lane” program 
told me, “those guys in Geneva are 
going to tell us what we can and 
can’t do.”

I

But NAFTA and GATT aside, 
the jobs pictme remains troublng 
because real income growth has 
staled. Labor Departaient figures 
show that there has been almost no 
growth in real total compensation

facta. Sure, some American 
manufacturing jobs have been (and 
will continue to be) moved 
overseas. But it’s demagoguery not 
to acknowledge that at the same 
time, foreign investors, notably
from Japan and Europe, are moving
some of their jobs here. This, after
all, is a global economy.

As to NAFTA, the Commerce
Department announced a few days
ago that after the first six months of
the agreement, it appears that the
net job creation figure in the United
States for this year will be around
100,000.

Against that outstanding gain,
only 4,820 Americans, as of June
30, were able to claim NAFTA had
cost them their jobs and thereby get
compensation. And at least some of
these job tosses were not due to
NAFTA: Under a Labor
Department program designed to
err on the side of generosity,
absolute proof of a linkage between | merely if it displays a rising gross

land
needs

a jsing standard <rf living forlts~

LaWA the PRESET HAS SElN

there has been 
almost no growth 
in real total

NAFTA and job loss is not required. I domestic product, hefty expOTta
As to GATT, the charge that the | large corporate profits. It aEont 

United States will somehow lose arising standard of living for its 
sovereignty to a new World Trade workers.

mismanagement here and abroad, 
coupled with an enormous forward 
leap in technology, have dampened 
labor’s ability to bugain for high 
wages. Th* Msrrh tahnr Summit* 
in Detroit demonstrated that the 
nation has maintained high 
employment only by limiting wage 
growth, while Europe has sustained 
higher wages at the expense of 
double-digit jobless rates and an 
expensive welfare state. 

Faux’s solution is complete 
management of the global economy 
replacing what he calls the “atohal 
financial of the free market. 
But he doesn t tell us how to get 
there or what the negatives of his 
system would be. J

^Nonetheless, there’s a problem 

here, and Clintou would be wise to 
listen to the buzz of unrest He must 
address the question of how to 
increase real wares. An American 
ecoonnip-aMnLahealtiiyecsnomy
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Continued From Page Al
CAMDEN, N.J. — At 16, Nai-

ertjby 16 percent, and officials

uncertain as to what this means. But it’s
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New Jersey officials began claim- c&inued reporting lag a"d because some

Rethinking Welfare S’^ndfntChndren,0^maVrederal

m,H1on children would be affected after five wwj.
years, and ultimately 2.2 million. Currently, 8 patronizing, and the idea
ab&ut 10 million children receive A.F.D.C. fundamentally that people should make

bC!X first year that the cap was in place

e not on wenare.
Frank G. Spencer, a county official whose 

in dAcn^rat^lv ooor Camden has a

ajls 'ar. themselves t>.ckmL lhe res. «< the toin.ry seems m

away from their earlier claims.
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Continued on Page AIS, Column 1

know. I think the jury is probably stiu out.

received for any baby beyond a second

Deterring New Births 
A specie! report.

ing that the "family cap” was 
dramatically reducing the birth g
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saying it may be too soon to prove experiment, most welfare officials here say
any effects on childbearing. ’ * -“• -

’ "We don’t have the numbers"
to show a link between the cap and
a decreasing birth rate, said Wil­
liam J. Maguire, director of Cam­
den County’s Family Develop­
ment Program, which enforces
the cap.

Even those who support the pol­
icy are saying that it was never Concerns

intended to lower the birth rate,
but simply to encourage welfare
recipients to make more responsi­
ble decisions.

The law, which went into effect
in August 1993 under former Gov.
Jim Florio, was almost immedi­
ately pronounced a triumph by
New Jersey officials. After only
two months, the state released

~8ut over time, that 16 percent

Srthe state belatedly became 
aWare of births that had not been 
reported earlier. It appeared that 
many mothers saw no reason to 
report the new births since their 
welfare benefits were not being 
increased.

oflfcials argue that the number of women 
wf» have more children while on welfare is 
solsmall that the imporunt-sounding 10 
patent drop may not mean much. National­

rate among welfare mothers. The 
law served as a model for similar 
policies in the works in nine other 
states. And now Republicans in 
Congress want to copy it, too. A 
bill that has passed the House and 
is now before the Senate would 
prohibit use of Federal money to 
give extra benefits for new babies 
born to families on welfare.

But researchers who have stud­
ied the New Jersey experience, 
and most of the several dozen 
recipients interviewed for this ar­
ticle, say they are not at all con­
vinced that the state policy keeps 
women from having babies. Some 
raised questions about whether 
the state can — or indeed should 

• regulate complicated sexual 
and reproductive decisions.

Now, New Jersey welfare offi-

tfffiare program, has 1.9 children.
Jfhe Department of Health and Human 
Services in Washington estimates that un­
der the proposed national policy of denying 
extra benefits for new children, about one

Will More Women
Have Abortions?

In Congress, the cap has become one of
the most divisive elemenu of the proposed 
legislation because some RepubHcans who

package fear that this disincentive for child­
bearing may work all too well, encouraging
more poor women to seek abortions.

In fact, it is all but impossible to tell
whether the cap is driving up the abortion
rate because state statistics are not avail­
able for the period after the cap went into

effect. ., ___

would seriously consider abortion as a re- But js giving something always better than 

"Some parents have tried to keep things

that law, ^wouldn’t” have the baby, said referring to the amount that recipients once 
Betzaida Bermudez, 22, who was taking a . J *
short break from a computer class in Cam- child. they had received $102 for a second 

child born while on welfare.
“And that doesn’t even provide Pampers 

and clothes for a new baby," Ms. Whitney 
added. “Five years ago, 1 thought, ’Oh my 
God, this will hurt the child.’ Now I definite­
ly don’t believe that. If anyone is doing Uie 
hurting, 1 don’t think the government is.

in New Jersey, the state denied cash bene­
fits to 6,267 children bom to existing
A.F.D.C. recipients. There are 123,000 fam­
ilies receiving cash benefits in the state, and 
that number has stayed constant since the
cap was put in place. 

The numbers suggest that the cap saved
the state more than $2 million that year, but 
stile officials said they had not calculated
the exact Savings, both because they were 
relatively modest and because saving mon­
ey was not the goal of the program. Also, the
cap had been adopted as part of a broader tradeoff for conservatives wno
law that increased spending on job training. V along with other aspects of the
child care and economic development, then went along witn otner asp®.----------
which pushed up the sute’s overall welfarep 

y
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be rushing to replicate the New Jersey 

me? have adopted a wait-and-see attitude 

about the impact

early'numbers,” said William Waldman, 
New Jersey’s Human Services Commission­
er, who says he has mixed feelings about the 
program. “So we’ve been reticent to give 
them out.”

The Goals

Encouraging
Responsibility

Those who work more directly with wel­
fare recipients seem even more skeptical 
that the policy has changed behavior. And 
State officials suggest that the program’s 
goals have always been more symbolic or 
political than practical.

Of the stated Republican goal of reducing 
the number of births to unmarried welfare 
mothers, Mr. Waldman said: "We never set 
that as a goal of the program. And I 
wouldn’t ever say people have children just

- - - - - - - - - HE PBEStuENT HAS SEEN

But Rudolph Myers, an anthropologist 
who is the state’s project manager for eval- 
uating the cap, said there was no evidence of 
the kind of decreased birth rate that would 
signal a marked increase in abortions. 

“At first look, it looked like an astronomi­
cal drop in birth rates, like natural disaster 
demographics," Mr. Myers said, but now 
the numbers have leveled off. “I’m a little 
uncertain as to what this means. But it’s 
kind of a stretch to imagine this made 
A F D.C. mothers stop conceiving children."

are not on welfare.”
Frank G. Spencer, a county official whose 

office in desperately poor Camden has a 
commanding view of the Philadelphia sky­
line, explained the policy as a way to extend 
equal responsibility to families on welfare, 

crease based on how many children I decide 
to have,” he said. "There’s only a picture of 
one child around here because that’s all I 
can afford to educate.”

And Mr. Maguire, of the Camden pro­
gram. suggested that the family cap was 

trade-off for conservatives who

State^Afd I& Capped; b
^MELINDA HENNEBERGER T~ --------------

f ---------

benefits because she was already
receiving aid.

“It was a planned pregnancy,”
said Ms. Haley, who is now 17. The
l.» ,ha, k.p. her Irom coUMUng dwmdW » 10 green,

$102 more a month "doesn t make
any difference to me,” she said
flatly, other than to make it that
much harder to provide for her
family. She and her two daughters
live on $322 a month, and stay with
friends.

sute’s welfare overhaul, like more support 
for job training, child care and economic 

development
"It was a necessary first step to ap­

pease-----” he said, then broke off and suit­
ed again. “It was a first step toward a more 
conservative menulity.”

One true believer in the value ot the

Bryant a New Jersey Sute Senator. Mr. 
Bryant, a Democrat bristles that the law 
does not, as some critics suggest tell wel­
fare recipients that they carinot have more 
children, but simply encourages them to 
make responsible decisions. And he curtly 
dismisses the argument that under the poli­
cy, children will inevitably be hurt

“If the kids are suffering because parenu 
are irresponsible” in having children they 
cannot afford, he said, "they’U still suffer if 
we give them the money because the par­
enu will still be irresponsible.”

A recent convert to the cap is Judi Whit­
ney, deputy director for Camden’s program. 

“Being a minority myself, I know the
Ms. Whitney, who to blackJ 

“But in. our efforts to help, we’ve uken 
away from them what had been their inher­
ent strength, which is to believe they can 
take care of their family.”

“Do I think the birth rate is down as a 
result of the program?” she asked.

that denied her extra welfare ^are -pothers had already fal
- ------

began congratulating themselves 
onSheir overnight success.

A few New Jersey mothers said they

suit of the law if they got pregnant again nolhing?” _____
while on A.F.D.C. • - ----- -- -----------------------

“If I got pregnant again and they still had afloat on extra $64;- she continued,

Betzaida Bermudez, 22, who was taking a

Suu, • .. —«
den that she hopes will help make her

independent.
"I guess I’d just have an abortion,” she

said, adding that she knows too many wom­
en who have had more children under the
law but now find themselves unable to pro­
vide for them.
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New Births

The Women

‘Ground Beef
Is Overrated’

!
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bills, dirty laundry and sacrifices of “ex­
tras" like vitamins and school supplies. And 
if it has only marginally changed their lives.

Attorney General’s office to assess the fam­
ily cap, said the net change in income under 
the policy was quite modest, because other

CURRENT LAW In most states, fami­
lies receive extra paymenu for each 

• child, though some are experiment­
ing with new limiu.

But a number of women like doran Da­
vis, who had a fourth child last year while on 
A.F.D.C., said they nonetheless felt that the

children. “It's going to be more hungry 
people in the streets, that’s it"

Crystal Deloatch, 30, who has one daugh­
ter, just sighed and kept her eyes on her 
notebook. "Then they wonder why there are 
so many bad mothers,” she said.

Rutgers University researchers conduct­
ing a five-year study for the state of the 
effect of the cap have warned against draw­
ing premature conclusions about it

Whatever the researchers may find, some

SAVMQS The Federal Government 
estimates that at the end of five 
years, one mUlion children would be 
denied benefiu, and ultimately 12 
million would be. Now, about 10 mil­
lion children receive Federal aid. The 
Government has not released esti­
mates of dollar savings which may be 
partly offset by increases in other 
state or Federal aid programs. Pro- 
ponenu say their main aim is not to 
save money but to force women to be 
responsible about childbearing.

STATE EXFERKNCE In New Jersey, 
which since 1993 has denied extra 
benefiu for children bom to mothers 
on welfare, the impact on the birth 
rate is disputed; many researchers 
say it is too soon to tell whether many 
pregnancies or births have been de­
terred. In the first year, the state de­
nied extra benefiu for 6,267 children, 
of a total of 123,000 families receiving 
Federal aid.

they were not so sure that other women, 
were not having babies in the misuken
belief that it would make their lives easier. _  

But among researchers, there is even less other in working on ratios and doing pie 
charts.

"To me, they're still having babies wheth-

have to start stripping, that’s what I’ll do'
to support them. 

Most women ridiculed the idea that they ___
would have a child to get $64 a month more they said, they ctonot feel it is”for the better, 
in welfare benefiu, though many also said at least in the short term.

At Camden Community College, welfare 
mothers preparing to take their high school 
equivalency examination were racing each

dren, and 1 don’t think that’s right," said Ms. 
Davis, 26, of River Edge, N.J.

“It wasn’t planned, but I wasn’t going to 
abort her,” Ms. Davis said. “Sixty-four dol­
lars is not going to change my love for my 
child, and if I would have aborted her, it 
wouldn’t have comforted my soul Nobody 
ever said it was enjoyable to be on welfare. 
You just learn that a pound of ground beef is 
overrated.”

Ms. Davis has worked at several jobs, 
including stinu as a typist and in the stock 
room of the shoe department at Macy’s, and 
has been schooled as a chef, but says that 
the cost of child care is a major problem.

“Far from me to say I'm the most educat­
ed person in the world, but we can’t just stop 
and go to work when child care costs $300 a 
month for just one child, and that was my 
whole check,” she said. State and Congres­
sional leaders, she concluded, “don’t know 
what it’s like to have to wonder and strug­
gle.”

pregnancy.
“They were telling me, ‘Do you think you

need to have another child?’ said Ms. Del- . w .  
gardo, a mother of two. "They treat you like of those who are directly affected by the 
they own you. But you can’t buy my kids. If I policy say it mostly translates into unpaid

’ She added, “I’m not angry at anyone, but*
they just don’t understand."

Other women spoke of some possible ef­
fects of the cap that were wholly unintended
by lawmakers.

Melinda Thomas, 21, a mother of three,
said, "1 don’t get nothing for my baby” in
A.F.D.C. But she said she was not too con­
cerned about losing $64 a month.

“The money just goes to paying bills
anyway, so it really don’t matter," she said.
“Now food stamps, that does.”

And Jessica Delgardo, who has an infant • less as a result, 
daughter, said she thought welfare workers .
had tried to pressure her to terminate the

consensus,
June E. O’Neill, the recently appointed 

director of the Congressional Budget Office, er they get $M or not,” said one of the
, who was hired last year by the New Jersey students, Marilyn Dejesus, 27, who has two

RETHMUNG WELFARE

Deterring

THE GOAL To discourage women re­
ceiving welfare from having addition­
al children unless they have means of 
support

THE PROPOSAL In a bill passed by the 
House and now before the Senate, 
Federal money could not be used to 
increase welfare payments for chil­
dren born to women already on wel­
fare.

f,
law was intrusive and unforgiving. [ benefits, like food stamps, still increased

"They’re telling us we can’t have chil- along with family size.
Still, in following the cases of 4,500 New 

Jersey welfare mothers randomly assigned 
to family cap and control groups, Ms. 
O’Neill found that those affected by the cap 
had 20 percent fewer children. And she 
disputed the premise that many births go 
unreported for any length of time because 
she said mothers still had an incentive to 
collect extra food stamps and other non­
cash benefits.

“It’s like saying, ’If there's a discount on 
dresses, will more people buy them?’ ” she 
said. “In a birth, there are obviously some 
differences, but some people will" be affect­
ed by the economics of the situation in 
deciding whether or not to have a child. 

“To say people have children without 
thinking about how to support them is a 
farfetched notion,” Ms. O’Neill said. “Some 
are totally out of control, but a significant 

c percentage know what they’re doing.” 
Michael Laracy, a senior program'associ­

ate with the Annie E. Casey Foundation in 
Baltimore, which studies public policy af­
fecting the poor, and a former New Jersey 
welfare official, argues that there are so 
many other factors involved in decisions 
about sex and children that it is all but 
impossible to say how big a role economics 
actually plays in decisions about childbear­
ing — especially because the financial disin­
centive is relatively modest

Mr. Laracy also said that no one had 
measured the adverse effects of the .cap, 
like how many families had become home-
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Friends remember Jerry Cronin
Activist moved to Hampton and saw the world, by mara leveritt

***<•• - ' .    -te.' '• *. . . *■

: K

-UC

!»
h-

help.”

H
about.

z .

h

; airport runway, and far into the piney 

rods that encircle Hampton. He had a 

Jte that he liked to lure friends onto, and 

add laugh, promising for miles that the 

d was “just a little bit further.”

But that will not be the kind of heart the 

ndred of mourners gathered for Cronin’s 

neral will remember. “He was a great 

in,” one of them, Chester S torthz of Little 

xk said. “A great man and a great guy. 
“He was the kind of person movies are 

ide about He made a difference, and most 

us don’t He made a difference on a daily 

sis."

Cronin was bom and grew up in Pitts- 

irgh. Pa. In 1968, armed with a bachelor’s

AMPTON—A big sign
hung in the back of the high

school auditorium during
Jerry Cronin’s funeral.

“Spelling bee today,” it said.

You could only smile. It’s

what he would have done.

Cronin’s mother came so

ose to death the December of 1947 when

was bom that she was given the last rites

her Catholic faith. The baby was named

rard, after the patron saint of mothers, in

■pcs the saint would help pull Mary Cronin

rough. She survived, but only for a year,

mg in her mid-20s of a heart attack.

onin’s father, John, died at 47, also of a

art attack.

Now Jerry Cronin has followed, dead too

the age of 47, a victim of the same weak-

ss of the heart. Nothing could be more

uric.
Cronin had a strong heart. He played

mis and loved to run—through the poor 

ack neighborhood where he Uyed, down community accepted them. The white com­

munity, at least parts of it, had some trouble 

with the idea.

Moreover, the two VIST A workers began 

to work, looking for ways to help the poor 

use the law and government services to 

improve their living conditions. Learning, 

for instance, that the Hampton school dis­

trict had very low participation in the state’s 

free-lunch program, Cronin began coaching 

students in how to fill out their applications. 

Within a couple of months, Hampton was 

among the leading schools in the state 

benefitting from the free lunch program.

Stories abound about the resentment 

Cronin’s activism provoked. So, too, stories 

about the humor with which he responded.

■a NEW VISTA: A volunteer 

I stint brought Jerry Cronin 
■ and his idealism to 

S Hampton, which had 

H plenty to show for his time 

j there when he died 
I recently at 47.

degree in philosophy from the University of 

Tennessee, he joined VISTA, Volunteers in 

Service to America, the so-called domestic 

Peace Corps. He saw Hampton, Ark., for the 

first time while passing through on a bus 

while on his way to a training session in 

Texas. When volunteers were asked to list 

their choices for assignment, Cronin listed 

Hampton first—followed by Knoxville and 

Dublin, Ireland.

He came and he never moved away. He’s 

buried here now, in Macedonia Cemetery.

His choice in a first home here in 1969 

warned residents that this Cronin fellow was 

to be watched. He and his co-worker. Art 

Hoffman, rented an old house with peeling 

wall paper that flapped in the drafts on 

windy nights. “Builds character," Hoffman 

would say, as they pulled blankets over their 

heads.

More significant in this town of a couple 

thousand was that Cronin and Hoffman had 

moved into the black side of town. The black

In 1986 he described to an interviewer 

one of the many attempts to drive him and 

Hoffman out of town:

“So the rednecks know our car, and 

they’re hanging around by it waiting forus. 

When we show up, they start harassing us. 

Art turns to me and says, ‘Wonderful rap 

sessions come out of occasions like this. 

This is a time when we can talk with them, 

reason with them, and improve our rela­

tion.’ I said, ‘Art, they’re gonna kick our 

ass!’”

Or.
“The rednecks would harass me down­

town. I just kept laughing at them. Ask one 

his name and tell him 1 had just been out 

helping his grandmother. He didn’t know 

whether to thank me or kick my ass for 

making that public. It was just a bluff. Odds 

were that if you were a redneck here, your 

grandmother would qualify for VISTA

Over time, Cronin became a consultant 

to organizations trying to get something 

done. The CABAN Clinic, the only health 

center for 30 miles in any direction, is one 

such project- -

Dr. Joe Samicki, who works at the clinic, 

recalls Cronin’s approach as the clinic was 

being formed. “He’d say, ‘It can be done, 

and this is what we need to do it. He could 

accomplish what other people couldn’t. He 

could write

grants. And he

could speak 

federalese.”

Hoffman left, 

but Cronin 

stayed on in

Hampton after 

his VISTA tour, 

forming a con­

sulting service

for non-profits.

His energy and

expertise

brought him _____________________

work from all._____ _  _ _

over, throughout Arkansas and the U.S., 

and eventually the world.

“He was a starter.” Cronin’s accountant. 

Hampton native Dwain Oliver, said. “He 

would have 17 projects going at one time, 

all of them in various stages of completion 

or disarray, depending on how you wanted 

to put it”

Oliver said, “Jerry’s gift was that he 

could talk to anybody and make them feel 

important, be that the president or a guy on 

the street who didn’t have a dollar. So he 

knew people, he had friends and contacts, 

all over the world.

“I think that was because there were two 

things about Jerry. One was his optimism.

“He was 
the kind of 

person movies 
are made

He was never down. And the other thing: He 

never held a grudge."

Oliver himself was one of Cronin's de­

tractors at first. In fact, Oliver sued Cronin 

years ago over what he now describes as a 

“misunderstanding" over some rental office 

space. Cronin lost the lawsuit, but the next 

Christmas sent Oliver a card. “I said, ‘Well, 

I’m not going to be outdone,’" Oliver said. 

“So I sent him one.” And one more friend­

ship was formed.

In 1988, Cronin married Frances Tho­

mas, a quiet black woman with a young 

daughter. After the marriage, he curtailed 

some of his international travel, then de­

cided to run for the county Quorum Court 

He was elected, having spent $200 on his 

campaign, and became a now-familiar thom 

in the side of many other members. 

“Jerry had enemies,” Oliver said. “And 

most of his enemies were on the Quorum 

Court. He didn’t get along real well with the 

establishment, partly because he didn’t want

to. I think he stirred up problems so he could 

solve them.”

Jerry and Frances had two children them­

selves; the younger daughter was bom just 

in January. Atrustfund has been established 

for them ar ralhr,,.n Connlv Bank

On Feb. 5, Cronin went out for a run. He 

came home not feeling too well and took an 

aspirin. The next day he had to go to Dumas, 

where he was 

working with a

group of nuns to 

helpfundaclinic.

While there, he 

got a chest X-ray 

that showed he’d 

suffered a heart 

attack.

He was hospi­

talized a few

days. He’d just 

returned home

and was sitting at 

his home com-

putefr-when he- - - 

suddenly keeled over and died.

“He was one of the few people I've known 

whose ideals were as strong when he died as 

when he was 20 years old,” Cronin’s younger 

brother Tom said.

“We got used to having Jerry around,” 

said Samicki. “I wish I’d spent more time 

with him.”

“The feeling that was here in the '70s and 

’80s had gone,” Oliver said. “Jerry was 

accepted, but he was accepted in his own 

way.”

“He was a tough little bastard.” Storthz 

recalled. "Mentally and emotionally. He was 

always in a good humor and he did not 

waiver from his beliefs.”

• -
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April 10, 1995SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

Condolence letters for Mr. Daniel ChungSUBJECT:

ACTION FORCING EVENT:

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the attached letter of condolence to Mr. Chung.

DisagreeAgree Let's Discuss

BACKGROUND:

ATTACHMENT: Letter of Condolence to Mr. Daniel Chung

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Mrs. Terri Chung, Treasury Department Advisor to the Romanian 
National Bank, was killed in a plane crash outside Bucharest on 
March 31 while returning to the United States.

■ 0

Mrs. Chung worked as an advisor to the Romanian National Bank 
through the Treasury Department's Office of Technical Assistance. 
She made a significant contribution to the modernization of the 
National Bank and to the entire banking system of Romania. 
According to information received from the US Embassy in 
Bucharest, her flight crashed the morning of March 31 with no 
survivors. Mrs. Chung is survived by her husband, Daniel Chung. 
I am sending a letter of condolence to Mr. Chung.

Robert E. Rubin --



DATE: 
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the white house
WASHINGTON
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TO: (5^7 I
FROM: JOHN D. PODESTA

Assistant to the President and 

Staff Secretary
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR

MARK GEARANFROM:

STUMP SPEECHSUBJECT:

J?

Attached is a draft of a stump speech we have drafted as part of our effort to provide 
information to surrogate speakers for them to talk about your accomplishments as President.

The speech is broad on purpose. It is intended to convey both the central message of your 

Presidency -- the New Covenant - and specific accomplishments. We would update the 
accomplishments as they change, but otherwise the speech would not change and would have 

a long shelf life.

We have circulated the speech to all members of the senior staff, as well as Stan Greenberg, 
and received their comments and approval. We have tried to have the speech reflect your 

recent speeches. Some have criticized the way the central theme is characterized, and argue 

that the core message should be the "four pillars": The New World, The New Economy, a 

New Government, and A New Community.

The speech would be used by a broad array of speakers before different audiences. The idea 

behind the format of the speech is that speakers would discuss the New Covenant theme, and 
then pick and chose other sections to focus on - depending on their own responsibilities 

within the Administration and their audience.

We would like for you to review the speech. After we receive your comments, we will send 
you a final version, which will include graphics and charts to be used in the presentations by 

the surrogate speakers.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

4



Introduction

The President’s Vision: A New Covenant

1

Rebuilding America for a New Era:
Clinton Administration Accomplishments

Stump Speech

One side in the old partisan debate in Washington said that big government could fix every 
problem. The other side said that the federal government was the cause of every problem.

The end of the Cold War radically changed the way we must think about our national 
security. A new global economy has emerged, where goods, services, and information speed 

around the globe.

In a world of great opportunity, with a new economy, we must dedicate ourselves to giving 

hardworking middle class Americans the tools to succeed and prosper. We must create a 
leaner, more responsive government that expands opportunity, not bureaucracy. At the same

President Clinton believes the purpose of government is to expand opportunity, not -fysAlLA 
bureaucracy, .while demanding resPQ^bihtyfrorn all of us. He believes government slwirid 
not be a saviorfnoFon the sidelinesTout^pann^r as we fight to restore the American 

Dream.

President Clinton offered a vision for America in his speech announcing his candidacy for 

president. He said, "We need a New Covenant to rebuild America, a solemn agreement 
between the people and their government. Government’s responsibility is to create more 

opportunity for everybody, and our responsibility is to make the most of it."

Two years ago, President Clinton entered office with a vision for keeping the American 
dream alive at a time of tremendous change as we prepare our nation for the challenges of a 

new century.

Here at home, Americans were struggling in this new economy. A harsh recession thwarted 
growth, holding unemployment up and wages down. Middle class American families, playing 
by the rules, were working harder and harder just to stay in place. Education costs were 
rising out of control, at a time when the need for an education was more important than ever 

to raise standards of living. The difficulty of saving for retirement increased the financial 

pressures on working families. Americans knew that they were always one financial 

emergency - perhaps a sick relative, or the loss of a job - away from disaster. It seemed 
ordinary, middle class Americans were always the ones asked to make sacrifices in this new 

economy.

Yet a bloated government in Washington, trapped in yesterday’s problems, could do little to 
help, and worked more for the special interests than the public interest. The budget was out 

of control, with deficits projected to top $300 billion and head higher into the next century, 
limiting our ability to invest in the future.
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Fulfilling the New Covenant: The President’s Economic Program

2

Everything President Clinton and his Administration have done has been based on the New 
Covenant equation of more opportunity linked with more responsibility.

After 12 years of trickle down economics which had quadrupled the deficit and investing in 

our future had been ignored, we needed to create more opportunity and demand more 
responsibility. That meant the President first had to get the budget under control. He took on 
the special interests and fought to enact the largest deficit reduction package in history, 
which has reduced the deficit three straight years in a row, by over $600 billion.

The President did more than cut the deficit, however. By expanding the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, the President provided a tax cut averaging $1,000 a year for families with income 
under $25,000 to 15 million working American families, and provided important tax relief to 

small businesses.

Because export-related jobs tend to pay better than others, the President also aggressively 
opened world markets for American goods and services. He passed the North American Free 

Trade Agreement, opening a huge market to U.S. exports in Mexico, competed a new round 

of negotiations to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, which will expand U.S. 
exports and help create millions of jobs, and set the stage for expanded trade with the big 

emerging markets in Latin America and Asia.

The New Covenant is a lot like the compact our country offered to returning veterans after 
World War II. Through the GI Bill, they could get loans for an education, or a house, but 
then it was their responsibility to complete the education, get jobs and build good lives. The 

result was an explosion of the middle class, and decades of strong economic growth. Our job 
is to recreate that vision and sense of purpose as we approach a new millennium.

President Clinton’s approach to cutting the deficit is smart, tough and responsible. For 

example, he targeted such obsolete government agencies like the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for elimination. His guide for deciding whether to cut a government program is 

simple: does it help prepare our nation for the challenges of the next century?

Values are what have always made our country strong. The New Covenant is rooted in age- 
old American values, like individual responsibility, family, work, tolerance, and community. 
It looks to the future by laying the groundwork for prosperity in a changing world.

Republicans say they want to cut spending and balance the budget, but what did they do 

when they were in the White House? They ran up trillions of dollars in debt. Our budget 

would be in surplus now, if not for the interest from the deficit we built up under Reagan 
and Bush. Now their approach is to cut government blindly. But that will cost us even more 

in the long run by cutting off avenues of opportunity for our people.

hMjjAr
time, all American^use their education and skills to find good jobs, work hard, and support 

their families and make the most of these opportunities.



Fulfilling the New Covenant: Making Government Work Better

We have to get rid of yesterday’ government in order to face tomorrow’s challenges.

Fulfilling the New Covenant: Education and Job Training

Education is the key to preparing Americans for the new economy. It embodies the New

3

The old, big-government Washington view is that government should be a savior. The 

Republican contract view is that government should just step out of the way. President 
Clinton believes government should be a partner, one that offers new opportunities, yet 

demands more responsibility.

President Clinton is making our government ready for the challenges of the 21st century. He 

has taken an ax to more than 300 wasteful government programs, and consolidated hundreds 

of others. He closed 1,200 regional offices of the Department of Agriculture that were 
located in areas that no longer contain farms. These initiatives reinventing government have 

already saved taxpayers $63 billion.

He has proposed restructuring the Departments of Housing and Urban Development, Energy, 
Transportation, the General Services Administration, and the Office of Personnel 
Management. Those restructurings not only will make the five agencies work better, they 

will save $23 billion. In the coming months, through Phase II of the National Performance 

Review, he will continue to cut red tape and eliminate ridiculous regulations.

The Republicans just want to blindly cut government. President Clinton wants to streamline 
the government to make it more responsive as we face the challenges of the new economy.

The President said as a candidate that the economy would create 8 million new jobs: in just 
the last two years, we have created nearly 6 million new jobs [chart], more than twice as 

many as in the previous four years. Ninety-three percent of that job growth has come from 
the private sector and many of the jobs are high wage. Unemployment is below 6 percent, 
down from 7.1 when the President took office. Inflation is the lowest it has been since 1965.

We have begun a massive effort to cut government and make it more efficient. As President 
Clinton says, "we need a leaner, not meaner government." Under the leadership of Vice 

President Gore, we have eliminated 100,000 positions from the federal bureaucracy. We’re 
on the way to reducing it by 272,900 positions, making the government the smallest since the 

Presidency of John Kennedy, [chart]

Now we plan to go further. In his fiscal 1996 budget, the President has proposed another $81 

billion in deficit savings for the next five years, bringing his total deficit reduction to about 
$700 billion since 1993.

In just over two years, we have begun to turn things around. President Clinton’s economic 
strategy has triggered the best combination of robust job creation and low inflation in 25 

years.
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That’s why he sought to expand educational and career opportunities for the non­

college bound through youth apprenticeship programs.

That’s why President Clinton reformed and expanded Head Start, which begins 
education for low-income, pre-school children at an early age.

And that’s why he provided direct lending for student loans, making it easier to pay 
for higher education, and saving students and taxpayers billions of dollars.

At a time when education is more important than ever to succeed and prosper, cutting 
education or National Service is like cutting defense spending in the middle of the Cold War.

Covenant: helping people help themselves. Unlike the old Washington view that just offered 
handouts with no responsibility, or the Republican Contract view that wants to just cut people 
off, President Clinton believes in creating opportunities for people to get the tools they need 

to prosper in the new economy, while requiring that they make the most of it by working 
hard and staying in school.

Despite the advances the Clinton Administration has made, too many families are still 
working harder for less and are concerned about their future. Too many families are unable 

to seize the opportunities of this new economy.

That’s why he fought successfully for Goals 2000, which sets world-class standards 
for our schools, yet gives to educators and parents much more say than the federal 

government about how to meet these standards.

That’s why he expanded educational opportunities and revived a spirit of citizenship 
through the National Service program, where citizens work in public service positions 
and receive a stipend for post-secondary education.

From pre-school to training for a new job in mid-career, education needs to be lifelong. By 

investing in education, President Clinton is placing a down payment on America’s future.

President Clinton has proposed the Middle Class Bill of Rights to help restore the aspirations 
of America’s working families. It includes a tax deduction for all education and training after 

high school. With the President’s streamlined college loan process, which eliminates the 
middle man, college becomes today’s reality, not tomorrow’s dream. The Middle Class Bill 

of Rights also includes a $500 tax cut for each child under age 13; tax breaks for families 

Some in Washington want to eliminate the National Service program, but it is one of the 
smartest things we are doing right now. It helps young people get an education, while they 

give something back to the country. It is about opportunity and responsibility.

Now more than ever, lifelong education and retraining is critical to succeeding in the new 

economy.
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The Middle Class Bill of Rights creates opportunities for working American families to 

benefit from this new economy. But it’s up to all of us to make the most of those 

opportunities.

that save for education, the purchase of a first home, or retirement; and Skill Grants given 

directly to workers, paid for by consolidating federal programs.

The Middle Class Bill of Rights puts government back on the side of middle class 
Americans. Unlike the Republican Contract, it benefits ordinary working Americans, who 

are willing to take the responsibility to make the most of the cuts, not the wealthy few who 
are already flourishing. Unlike Republican proposals, every penny in tax cuts is paid for by 

specific spending cuts -- with billions left over for deficit reduction.

The President is fighting to make welfare a system of work and responsibility, not a way of 
life. He wants to create opportunities for people on welfare to help them get off, while 
demanding more responsibility, through responsible parenting, the requirement that to receive 

benefits, young people should be in school or working toward going to work, and tougher 
child support enforcement. If every deadbeat parent paid the child support they should, 

800,000 mothers and children could move off welfare immediately.

He has proposed a tough and fair welfare reform plan that will help welfare recipients in 
getting a job, and prevent people from abusing the system. He has proposed raising the 

minimum wage to reward work and make it easier to move from welfare to work.

An important part of the New Covenant is to made Americans more secure at home. That’s 

why President Clinton fought the special interests to enact a tough Crime Bill last year.

The old Washington view to reform welfare is to just create more bureaucracy. The 
Republican Contract view is more interested in punishment than creating new opportunities. 
It would simply punish children without offering real opportunities for work for those on 

welfare. The essence of President Clinton’s plan is to link opportunity and responsibility.

It puts 100,000 police on the streets, bans deadly assault weapons, expands the death penalty, 

and supports smarter prevention efforts which offer opportunities to young people to find a 
way out of the cycle of drugs and violence. We have already released funds since just last 

fall for 17,000 new law enforcement officers.

President Clinton has been working on reforming the welfare system for fifteen years, first 

as Governor, and now as President. He understands no one wants to reform welfare more 
than the people who are on it. He understands the heart of the effort must be to reestablish 
American values by creating new opportunities for those who are caught in a cycle of 

poverty and despair and demanding more responsibility.
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That’s why President Clinton has taken on the special interests. He is breaking through the 
stale partisan debates that have gridlocked our country. He will work with anyone — 
Republican or Democrat — who has a good idea for moving America forward.

President Clinton believes fighting crime shouldn’t be a partisan issue. Yet the Republican 
Contract calls for slashing our anti-crime efforts. But President Clinton believes it is a 

serious mistake to sacrifice our safety as we cut the deficit. And America simply cannot 
afford to lose anymore of our young people to drugs, violence and crime.

President Clinton has dedicated his presidency to a profound idea: to keep the American 
dream alive as we enter the 21st century. He wants to offer more opportunities for ordinary 

hardworking American families and demand more responsibility. That may seem like 
common sense to you, but it’s practically heresy in Washington, where too many people put 
what’s good for them ahead of what’s good for everybody. He came to Washington because 
he understood how to help Americans make the most of the opportunities in a changing 
world.

So, as you leave here today, I want you to remember one thing: President Clinton is fighting 
for what’s good for ordinary working Americans every day. He is fighting to expand 

opportunity for all, and to infuse a new sense of responsibility in the country. He is fighting 
to put the American community on a path of restored hope and opportunity. But he needs 
your help. We will only succeed in making our nation stronger by working, together.



April 10, 1995

John Podesta - West WingTO:

Demetri Boutris USTR, Room 314FROM:

Debbie Leilani Shon Departs USTR for Private SectorRE:

Please let me know (DD: 395-3058) .

Thanks.

Could you put her on the list to receive commemorative 
Presidential Seal cufflinks in tribute to her contribution to the 
Administration's Intergovernmental and Private Sector efforts, 
especially during NAFTA, APEC and GATT?

Amb. Kantor will announce this week the intended departure 
of Debbie Leilani Shon, Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 
Intergovernmental Affairs and Private Liaison.

She will be joining a private sector firm by the end of May 
and we would like Amb. Kantor to present a commemorative token to 
Debbie prior to her departure.

f'
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Harold IckesFROM:

SUBJECT: Steve Grossman

Monday.

Please let me know.

RESIDENT 
'ANETTA

THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS Hl NGTON

MEMORANDUM TO THE \
LEON

Steve Grossman, the outgoing president of AIPAC is very 
interested in meeting with the President in the next several days 
concerning the ’'petitions” from Congress, in the form of letters 
from the Senate and the House, to the State Department to declare 
Jerusalem the official capital of Israel. I told him he first 
had to meet with the Secretary of State, which he did last 
" * .. He pointed out to me that AIPAC will support that
request. It is his view that one way of handling this would be 
for the President to say that he would support making Jerusalem 
the capital at the end of the negotiation process, which 
apparently ends in the late 1990s.

Since he has been a strong supporter of the President, with very 
close ties to a broad segment of Jewish leaders, and since he is 
very interested on helping on a full time basis in the upcoming 
campaign, it may be worth seeing him for 15 minutes.


