








































































































THE WHITE HOLUSE

WASHINGTO N

Dear Felicia:

Thank you very much for your letter. One of
the joys of being President is the privilege of
hearing from children all over our great nation.
And your letter was indeed a pleasure to read.

While General Sherman's message to President
Lincoln presenting Savannah to the President as a
Christmas gift in no way changed the legal status
of the city, I certainly appreciate the heartfelt
convictions with which you and the other residents
of Savannah have pursued this cause. As you may
not know, in President Lincoln's response, he
thanked General Sherman for the "Christmas-gift --
the capture of Savannah." He therefore understood
the gift to be the capture of the city rather than
the city itself.

I can assure you that if Savannah were subject
to any unique Presidential authority, it would be
my honor to relinquish any such authority and
"return" the city to its residents.

Thank you, again, for writing. Best wishes to
you and all the children of Saint Mary's Home.

Sincerely,

Miss Felicia L. Smith
Saint Mary's Home

2170 East Victory Drive
P. O. Box 3627

Savannah, Georgia 31414















































































































































































































