








T HAS SEEN
THE WHITE HOUSE ThHE PRE‘SEDF@& % :/S

WASHINGTON

AlD : 27

11 January 1995 SSJANll

MEMORANDUM TO THE SIDENT A +H C
“?) s

FROM HAROLD ICKES [RY.

RE Telephone calls to Congressman Torricelli

and Senator Sasser

On Monday evening I called Congressman Torricelli to say
that although it had been a very difficult decision, you had
decided in favor of Senator Dodd for General Chairman of the DNC.
I emphasized that the Congressman had made a very strong and
effective presentation to you with which you were very impressed,
but, on balance, you were extraordinarily reluctant to lose yet
another Democratic member of the House and that several leading
House members had urged that you not deplete their ranks even
further. 1In addition, although the Congressman had won his
district by a substantial margin (in the 60’s), it was your
information that it would be extraordinarily difficult for a
Democrat to win that district in the current political
environment.

Finally, I emphasized that you envision his participation on
a national level in the coming several years.

I strongly urge that you call him today, if possible, his
ffice number is 202-225-5061.

Senator Sasser: According to Pat Griffin, Senator Sasser
has called at least 2 or 3 times wishing to speak to you.
Apparently he is very interested in a position in the
Administration, especially the position of International Trade
Representative. He has been told, I think, that that particular
position is not open. In any event, Pat strongly urges that you
at least call him and have a general discussion with him.

Apparently he had a fairly lengthy meeting yesterday with
Ambassador Mondale discussing certain issues regarding Japan.

His office is 202-639-0512.

CC: Leon Panetta
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Dear Representative Diaz-Balart:

Please let me respond to your recent letter
expressing concern that my Administration may be
considering altering our Cuban policy.

Let me assure you that our Cuban policy will
remain focused on bringing about a peaceful
transition to a democratic regime and will be
guided by the Cuban Democracy Act. As you know,
the Act, passed with bipartisan majorities in
both Houses of Congress, permits us to enforce a
comprehensive economic embargo to press the
Cuban regime to end human rights abuses and
adopt democratic reforms while we reach out to
the Cuban people through private licensed
humanitarian assistance and an increased flow of
information. Any specific actions with regard
to Cuba will be within that framework.

With regard to Mr. Halperin, he, together with
the other officials in my Administration working
on Cuba matters, enjoy my full confidence.

Their efforts will continue to reflect
Administration policy and the principles of the
Cuban Democracy Act.

I look forward to working with Congress in
pursuit of our common objective of a free and
democratic Cuba.

Sincerely,
- %
The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Ros-Lehtinen:

Please let me respond to your recent letter
expressing concern that my Administration may be
considering altering our Cuban policy.

Let me assure you that our Cuban policy will
remain focused on bringing about a peaceful
transition to a democratic regime and will be
guided by the Cuban Democracy Act. As you know,
the Act, passed with bipartisan majorities in
both Houses of Congress, permits us to enforce a
comprehensive economic embargo to press the
Cuban regime to end human rights abuses and
adopt democratic reforms while we reach out to
the Cuban people through private licensed
humanitarian assistance and an increased flow of
information. Any specific actions with regard
to Cuba will be within that framework.

With regard to Mr. Halperin, he, together with
the other officials in my Administration working
on Cuba matters, enjoy my full confidence.

Their efforts will continue to reflect
Administration policy and the principles of the
Cuban Democracy Act.

I look forward to working with Congress in
pursuit of our common objective of a free and
democratic Cuba.

Sincerely,
(}721\\ A
L T 2T
v

The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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medical equipment or food to Castro; Lifting your August 20th
sanctions banning charter flights and remittances; Allowing
financial transactions or travel for so-called academic, cultural
and scientific exchanges, public exhibitions or performances, or
activities of alleged religious organizations; Loosening travel
restrictions to allow unrestricted travel by U.S. ciiizens or
allowing business or tourist travel; Allowing the establishment
of U.S. news bureaus in Cuba or Cuban news bureaus in the U.S.,
or ceasing to regulate financial transactions or activities
related to the establishment of news bureaus in communist Cuba;’
Entering into "negotiations" with the Cuban government to
allegedly settle U.S. property claims; Or any other friendly
gesture toward Castro at this time of almost unprecedented
repression, would constitute a form of complicity with the
ferocious oppression of the Cuban communist dictatorship against
its people.

We hope that you will remain firm in the enforcement of our
sanctions against the Cuban dictatorship and in resisting the
pressures of those who would throw the moribund Cuban
totalitarian regime a lifeline, Mr. President.

Sincerely, .
> L Y
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Member of Congress Member of Congress












































































01/10/95
Jim:

It looks like John has checked his
preference on his copy of this -- at least
that's what it looks like to me -- so I

am returning this to you.

Sharon



























































































































































































































































































































