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to the President
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DATE:____
THE VICE PRESIDENT
MACK MCLARTY
DAVID GERGEN
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
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THE CHAIRMAN

July 15, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

J
LAURA D. TYSON-A ^ j yFROM:

Interest Rates and the Stock Market, Week Ending Friday, July 15, 1994SUBJECT:

subsequent declines. Some observers ascribed this week’s drop in interest rates to economic 
____ _______ ___ mrjantinn <rmwth and continued subdued inflation. Changes in
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news that apparently indicates moderating growth and continued subdued inflation. Changes 

Treasury borrowing rates over the week were as follows:

The stock market rose. The broad-based S&P index closed Friday at 454.16, up 1.0 percent from 

the preceding Friday’s close. The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed Friday at 3753.81, up

1.2 percent for the week.
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Interest rates fell sharply this week. Increases in interest rates early in the week were offset by
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July 15, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JOSEPH E. STIGLITZ

SUBJECT: Foreign Economic Developments

Exchange Rates: The dollar fell slightly this week, despite rising relative to the yen.

$1 = 1.5615 DM $1 = 1.5573 DM -0.3% -9.1%Deutschemark

+0.3% -5.3% • -9.4%Yen $1 = 97.85 ¥ $1 = 98.10 ¥

-0.4% -6.8% -6.8%88.86 88.53

ELJ:

► French consumer prices were unchanged in June and are only 1.8% above a year ago.

Other Countries: ► The Canadian CPI rose 0.2% in June but are unchanged from a year ago.

► Chinese industrial production in the first half of the year is 15.8% higher than a year ago.

► Russian inflation fell to 5% in June, but is expected to rise in the next few months.

Japan: ► Finance Minister Takemura said that he cannot be optimistic about the Japanese economy 
because of the current strength of the yen. The trade surplus rose sharply in June, reaching $11.35 
billion for the month. Industrial production fell 1.2% in May and is 1.8% below a year ago.

Dollar’s Value 
in terms of:

► West German wholesale prices rose 0.8% in May, but are only 1.8% above a year ago. 
Retail sales are up 4% in real terms from a year ago. East German consumer prices rose 0.1 % in 
June and are 3.2% higher than a year ago.

► British producer prices were unchanged in June and are 2.0% above a year ago. Retail 
prices were also unchanged in June and are 2.6% above a year ago. The unemployment rate 
remained unchanged at 9.4% in June.

Week Ending
7/8/94

Week Ending
7/15/94

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS

WASHINGTON. D C 20500

Multilateral
(3/73 = 100)
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WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Island 02903

Dear Keven:

Thanks for your letter of July 2.

Thanks.I hope to see you again soon.

Sincerely, >>•

(Max -U>W

cc v 8.fs
4

Keven A. McKenna
23 Acorn Street 
Providence, Rhode

"He's sharp |
a possibility"

July 14, 1994

F
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It isn't presumptuous of you to express your 
interest in serving the Administration, and I 
appreciate your willingness to work in the 
White House. I have taken the liberty of 
sharing your letter with Veronica Biggins, my 
Director of Presidential Personnel, for her 
consideration.

  ’ ’’ It was good
to see you recently and to have a chance to 
visit in the Oval Office.

( UJtM.

$
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July 2, 1994

Dear Bill:

I would like to help you unleash the excitement and power of your leadership talents.

c
1

If Carroll Quigley taught us one principle, it was the duty of leadership to lift the people to 
a higher consciousness of purpose. If George Bush learned one lesson, the people want a 
President with vision. Now more than any time in history, there is a vacuum in leadership both on 
the national and world levels. What a terrific opportunity to provide leadership, defined not by 
crisis, by a new vision of hope.

I thank you for you kindness in recognizing an old acquaintance on your visit to Rhode 
Island and for my visit with you last Saturday at the Oval Office. My family and I appreciate your 

friendship and loyalty.

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D C. 20006

To counteract the constant distraction of ad hominen attacks by the sleeze media, a new 
hard driving and coordinated leadership agenda of exciting ideas for the future can lift the country 
about the mundane, yet vulgar politics, of the ad hominen, - now consuming the attention of the 

country.

If you wish, I could work in any subordinate and anomymous position with any of your 
staff- from legal counsel, to policy coordination, to Congressional Relations, to budget. I believe.

I believe I could be helpful through working with your staff- some of whom I have had 
some past acquaintance, - by helping to tie together your programs with common themes and by 
helping to translating your ideas into events, and by assisting you in making a mark in history 
unsurpassed by any of your modem predecessors.

KEVEN A. MCKENNA
Attorney at Law

23 Acorn Street, Providence, Rl 02903
Tel. 401 273-8200 Fax 401 521-5280

If it is not presumptious of me, I would like to share a hope I have for you, and to suggest 
that I may be of some help to you in achieving the greatness that the media seems driven to deny 

you.



Have a your staff give me a call if you need another hand on the oars.

2

As you may recall, I worked briefly in Johnston Administration with speeches and 
legislative proposals. It was during that time I met Leon Panetta and Alice Rivelin. I was a 
legislative aide to Dr. Ralph Huett, one of LB J's Texas's professors.

My experience on all three levels of government translating ideas into events, I hope, can 
be helpful to you.

perhaps, as sort of utility infielder at the White House, I could make a contribution to your 

efforts.

Following that stint, I worked four years in the Senate as a legislative aide to Senator 
Pell, - In 1971, I drafted the first national health insurance bill with a employer mandate; then two 
years for R.I. Governor Philip Noel, and two years as an Assistant Attorney General to R.I. 
Attorney General Julius Michaelson. I served as a State Representative and more recently five 
years as a Muncipal Judge. I have been in private practice and been active in politics. I was 
elected as a Clinton Delegate and I have served as President of R.I.'s Constitutional Convention in 

1986.

Best Wjshes,

/
Keven A. McKenna
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July 14, 1994

02557

Dear Maurie:

” •* -M

Sincerely,

4

I

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

I

4

Maurie Flanagan
Post Office Box 1198 
Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts

a- *-- •

Thanks for your note and for the invitation to 
spend some time with you and your family on the 
Vineyard. The offer of a rouJd of “ifwiSh 

you and Clare sounds great, and if we come I 
hope I-11 be able to take ^ou up on it or 
maybe we'll have a burger!

See you soon.
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RK GEARAN]\Rr
RCIA HALE fl!

MEMORANDUM FOR THE

FROM:

inferencesCommunications Plan forSUBJECT:

Keep the meetings bi-partisan and cordial in tone.

I.

MARK GEARAN 
MARCIA HALE

Focus on issues where state and federal government are 
working or will work together effectively, particularly 
crime, welfare reform and health care.

Highlight this Administration's accomplishments and our 
plan for the rest of the year.

Draw attention to the Administration's substantial 
accomplishments at improving relations between the 
federal and state and local governments.

Below are some of the major communications' events before 
and during the conference:

VzlTonference, the 
fAnnual meeting in 

rL be speaking to the 
m. The following 
Lunications

Our goals are simple:

In the week immediately following the (3 
National Governors' Association will hold it 
Boston, Massachusetts. As you know, you wiy 
Governors, primarily about health care ref^r: 
memo outlines the Intergovernmental and Comm 
Departments' plans for those meetings. <

Reiterate that only a health care plan with universal 
coverage can effectively contain costs and protect the 
middle class.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEE
1 • I

White House Briefing on NGA Meeting
Thursday, July 14, 1994

Later this week, we will hold a small, background briefing 
at the White House for reporters who will cover the NGA meeting. 
This briefing will highlight your efforts to improve the state- 
federal partnership, focusing on the following: the waivers for 
state welfare and health care programs; the stream-lined approach 
to disaster response that was practiced after the floods last 
year and this year, the earthquake in California and the fires in 
the West this year and last; the close cooperation with the 
Governors on NAFTA and on GATT; the executive order on



X

II.

This

IV. Local Radio on Health Care 
Saturday, July 16, 1994

DGA Press Briefings on 1994 Elections 
Week of July 11, 1994

Memo on Communications Plan 
July 13, 1994
Page 2

unfunded mandates; and the recommendations of the National 
Performance Review on federalism. We will also use this briefing 
to head off possible criticisms from some Governors who may be 
posturing for re-election at home.

We are working with Democratic Governors to have them call 
back to their state radio stations throughout the NGA meeting. 
Democratic Governors will call their local radio stations to 
underline the importance of universal coverage and of passing a 
reform bill now.

Many reporters covering the NGA conference will focus on the 
fall's 36 gubernatorial elections. We have worked with DGA 
Chairman Governor Bayh to ensure that those reporters have a fair 
and accurate view of our chances this fall. Governor Bayh and 
the DGA staff will sit down with many of the national and 
regional political reporters before the NGA meeting begins to 
focus attention on races where Democrats are doing well and lay 
out our strategy for winning statehouses in the fall. They will 
highlight some of the divisions within the GOP as we approach the 
mid-term elections.

III. DGA Strategy Meeting before NGA Meeting
Saturday, July 16, 1994

We will be meeting privately with the Democratic Governors 
on Saturday, July 16 to plan strategy for the NGA meeting, 
year, the DGA meeting will focus primarily on the upcoming 
elections, but we will have an opportunity to explain what the 
administration plans to accomplish over the course of the NGA 
Conference. We have provided the Democratic Governors'
Association with talking points for that meeting on the 
Administration's major accomplishments and its ongoing 
initiatives.
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V.

VI.

concerns about sovereignty.

Memo on Communications Plan
July 13, 1994
Page 3

Please let us know if you have any suggestions or concerns 
about this plan.

GATT Press Conference — Ancillary Activity
Monday, July 18, 1994

After his presentation to the NGA Committee on Economic
Development, Ambassador Kantor will hold a press conference to 
underline the benefits of GATT to the states and to assuage their 

\ , We have arranged to have Ambassador
Booth Gardner come to spend time at the NGA Meeting with 
Governors to explain the benefits of the GATT agreement.

VII. Address to NGA Plenary Session
Tuesday, July 19, 1994

You will speak to the closing plenary session of the NGA 
meeting. This event will be a strong pitch for passage of 
comprehensive health care reform. You should know that Senator 
Dole will be speaking before you do. NGA is still working out 
the timing of his appearance before the session. We have worked 
with the Democratic Governors to ensure that they are fully aware 
of the costs that Senator Dole's health care plan entails for 

their states.

Sunday Talk Shows
Sunday, July 17, 1994

We are working with administration officials and Governors 
who will appear on the weekend talk shows to coordinate our 
message. Typically, Democratic Governors appear on the weekend 
shows and C-Span throughout the NGA conference. We have provided 
the Governors with talking points and will provide them with 
updates throughout the session. We are also holding a conference 
call with press secretaries from Democratic Governors' offices 
this week to ensure that we are all on the same page going into 
the meeting.

Former
Governor Gardner will be able to spend time after Ambassador 
Kantor leaves to work with his former colleagues one-on-one. As 
with NAFTA, the Governors have some concerns about sovereignty 
issues that the GATT poses for them. To allay those concerns, 
the Consumers Union, working with USTR, sent a letter this to 
each Governor supporting the trade agreement and specifically 
defending the provisions on state health, safety and 
environmental laws and regulations. That letter will be made 
available to the press corps.
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11 July 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESI

HAROLD ICKE;FROM:

SUBJECT: Bill Daley as Chair of the 1996 Democratic 
National Convention

PRESlb^T

Several have suggested that Bill Daley be Chair of the 1996 
Democratic National Convention. We should discuss.

\ t A, U



TO: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: 07/14/94

MARK GEARAN 

DEE DEE MYERS 

FROM: JOHN D. PODESTA 
Assistant to the President and 

Staff Secretary 

The attached has been forwarded 

to the President. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1994

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

ANTHONY L.FROM:

, New York Times Article on Military ReadinessSUBJECT:

Purpose

Background

»

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff

To provide you with a critique of a recent New York Times article 
on military readiness.

You will recall that last year then-Secretary Aspin established a 
blue ribbon panel of former military officers led by former Army 
Chief of Staff Edward "Shy" Meyer to advise him on readiness. 
This panel, known officially as the Defense Science Board Task 
Force on Readiness, issued an interim report in February. The 
interim report concluded that although there are "some downward 
indicators," the general readiness posture of our military is at 
present "acceptable." The report emphasized that many of the 
downward indicators stem from the turbulence associated with the 
continuing downsizing of the defense establishment and will

On July 5, the New York Times' front page featured an article by 
Eric Schmitt on military readiness (Tab A). The article was 
fairly balanced, noting that there is an on-going debate as to 
whether recent budget cuts have compromised readiness. On the 
positive side, the article quoted Senator McCain as saying: 
"Readiness and capability are good right now, but the cracks are 
beginning to show." It also quoted Admiral Owens' defense of our 
readiness status: "We are not on the razor's edge of readiness. 
It is our highest priority to never undercut our readiness." On 
the other hand, the article included quotes from three senior 
military commanders (General ’Sullivan, General Carns and Admiral 
Mauz) ascribing a high degree of risk to our current readiness 
posture. The author himself conceded the picture was
"complicated" and noted that while U.S. armed forces "are clearly 
being asked to do more with less" and there are "real" warning 
signs, "much of what is being cut is fat, and some commanders are 
finding cost-cutting innovations that do not harm readiness."

Given the balanced nature of this article, I do not believe we 
need to respond to it with a counterpoint op-ed. However, I do 
believe we need to work very closely with Secretary Perry to 
prepare for the impending release of the "Meyer Report" on 
readiness.
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»

Attachments
Tab A New York Times Article
Tab B Excerpt from Admiral Mauz's Speech

' subside as we adjust to the new defense environment. The report 
also noted the aggressive program Defense has undertaken to 
counter any drift toward a "hollow force," including the fact 
that your FY 1995 defense budget request features a 5.6% increase 
in O&M funding even though the force structure will decline next 
year by 7%.

The final report of the Meyer panel, which is currently being 
reviewed by Defense and is tentatively scheduled to be released 
in mid-July, will be widely regarded as an important reality 
check on the state of our readiness. The good news is that it 
reaffirms the basic conclusions of the interim report in February 
and assesses current readiness levels as adequate. We should, 
therefore, use the occasion of the release of this report to make 
our case that we are in fact protecting readiness and giving it 
the top priority it warrants. I will coordinate with Bill on a 
game plan for this event.

One final note: Admiral Mauz, Commander of the Atlantic Fleet, 
is quoted in the article as saying: "I don't think the President 
understands the implications of this budget, and just how risky 
it is." We looked into this and found out that the reporter was 
not present at the speech. I have attached at Tab B the 
transcript of what the Admiral actually said. The transcript 
makes it clear that he was not being critical of you but rather 
was making the more general point that given the uncertainties of 
the post-Cold War security environment, none of us probably knows 
for sure what the level of risk is in our budgets. We have 
suggested to the Admiral that he write a letter of clarification 

to the paper.
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carrier Kitty Hawk. "The trouble ir 
that, with a tew oxccptlone. w* don't 
reward efficiency and innevatfon. We 
hatMto'i UtotUiMLrWtalGAX if"

Indred, the armod fore** are 
^Id-Jar-

’nlHtary’setetod^alefbetad the end of 1*“ ■'—-“ 
fight and win two regM^>. Koepmg

rt^r?%££«d^.f *• "ThiXdmtaimreilon WNdB W

Navy's Atiaoite Fleet, Mid to teto frwge on military

Stet that maintaining ctxnbM read*- tlOfc
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Responses from Democratic Senators when asked about "moderates letter"

Biden -- tied up with Breyer, hasn’t focused

Biyan - will not sign any letter

Campbell -- will not sign, committed to mandate and told NAM he supported mandate

Conrad - will support hard trigger

Dorgan -- will support mandate on large businesses, won’t sign letter

Feinstein - hadn’t seen letter, but once she sees it she won’t sign, will stick by Mitchell

i

IJ

Exon - unwilling to commit yes or no on letter, believes in shared responsibility, might 
support mandate, but would prefer to see 50-50 split in costs between 
employee and employer instead of 80-20, annoyed at all the calls he was 
getting, making too big a deal of the letter

Lautenberg - will not sign any letter, wants to give Mitchell flexibility, believes employers 
should pay, but not sure how

Byrd - probably won’t sign letter, as former majority leader he recognizes need to give 
Mitchell room to operate

Kerrey - initially denied existence of letter in some responses, claims letter does not 
oppose employer mandate, interested in talking, but wants bipartisan support, 
interested in employer contributions based on income or profit and taxes on 
employee benefits over a certain income level

DeConcini -- won’t sign letter, will keep powder dry and wants to see what Mitchell does, 
but has serious small business concerns

i

Robb - would not commit one way or the other about signing letter, no position on 
mandates or financing, nothing is off the table ‘ ’

Lieberman — talking with bipartisan group, prefers no mandate but will not rule it out, 
supports soft trigger, wants market reform and strongly opposes price controls

Nunn -- opposes mandate, but no position on hard or soft triggers (contradiction?)
I i • 4 • ‘ ■

Reid -- committed to mandate

Kohl - listening, not acting, and not likely to sign any letter, supports universal coverage, 
but over time, wants market approach on cost containment



*

won’t sign letter, wants a bin acceptable to Clinton, though has problem with

No info - Baucus, Bradley, Breaux, Heflin, Bollings, Mathews, Shelby

Sasser --' 

mandates
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE P IDENT

ELI J. SEGAL Cl/v’FROM:

THE CHANGING NATURE OF ELECTION NEWSSUBJECT:

^is^fthetall^how^ljy^Ui

w.diiWi'

Getting Things Done. 

AmeriCorps. National Service 

Learn and Serve America

National Senior Service Corps

As you requested the other day, I have attached an article by Stephen Klaidman from 
Media Critic that describes the increasing trend of The New York Times to present interpreted, 
shallow, and graphically exciting news as factual, nonjudgmental, hard news. It is the perfect 
complement to the epilogue of Patterson's The Changing Nature of Election News.

1100 Vermont Avenue. NW 

Washington, DC 20525 

Telephone 202-606-5000 

Fax 202-606-4928

CORPORATION

FOR NATIONAL 

^SERVICE

Klaidman notes four trends found in the Times' political coverage of the first hundred days 
of the presidency over the past five presidential terms -- Carter's, Reagan's, Bush's, and yours:
1. There has been a significant increase in the percentage of subjective stories, from near zero in

1977 to around 50 percent in 1993 - withmostofth^^flggjgkin^lace^^

WSOsonwaM.
2. ^fews^tones" - those not identified as "news analyses" or "commentary" - tended to be

interpretive more frequently in the later period.
3. The use of undisclosedsources has becQmeJnrrpgc;ntiiv mnfP-r.
4—"rK^ncrease in interprefivejoumalism has not been directed toward any one political 

party, but merely reflectsj_trend towards favoring nPOAtivP enveraoe over positive.

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

*****

Klaidman writes that "N£a_Joumalists", such as Maureen Dowd and MichapJ KelLv-often, 
manipulate or mislead theirreaders by disguising their opinions as stories grounded in fact. Their 

iclesblur fact and opimon^Iaidman says, making jt,impossible for reader^lQ-determine_ 
whethersTatements are based on solid^eporting^ acute observation, or educated_guessin^."

In part, Klaidman blames the shift toward interpretive journalism in the print media on the

this, is an age deeply skeptical of the traditional notion of objectivity, 
defined in terms of an observer's ability to distinguish fact from values anamformationirom"** 

opinion. Journalists are demonstrating that they, too, are in tune with the times by effectively 

anointing themselves the high priests of interpretation."

■Mrrr.nr



I share Klaidman and Patterson's view that this poisonous trgflj^j^ljau^mijisn^n^io  ̂
ee-jerk liberal press?' Theirjnint ------tl,^cak,pC havP hprr)rnein

(
On a more parochial note, Patterson's failure to include national service legislation in his 

list of election promises enacted into law is particularly surprising and troubling - unless his 
reference to a college-loan program or a job-training program is what he thinks you were talking 
about throughout 1992.

"the knee-jerk liberal Drej|" Their inint thpmai



etQS

June 30, 1994

IDENTMEMORANDUM FOR THE P

ELI J. SEGALFROM:

THE CHANGING NATURE OF ELECTION NEWSSUBJECT:

Aizhinh h

J 980s onward.
2. "^ews stones" - those not identified as "news analyses" or "commentary" - tended to be
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Klaidman writes that "New Journalists", such as Maureen Dowd and Michael Kellv-after^ 
mani£ulate_or misjeadjheirreaders^yjlisguising their opinions as stories groundedjnfact. Their 

rticles blur.fact and opinion klaidman says, making it impossible for readersJoJetermine  ̂
whether^tatement^^ase^nsohdreporting, acuteobsgrvation2_Q£educated£uessing_

In part, Klaidman blames the shift toward interpretive journalism in the print media on the 

^seofftietalk^how^c^yja ___ _________________________________  ,
fthe^tmditionahiotior^fobjectivity, 

defined in terms of an observer's ability to distinguish fact from values and information from 
opinion. Journalists are demonstrating that they, too, are in tune with the times by effectively 

anointing themselves the high priests of interpretation."

Klaidman notes four trends found in the Times' political coverage of the first hundred days 
of the presidency over the past five presidential terms — Carter's, Reagan's, Bush's, and yours. 
1. There has been a significant increase in the percentage of subjective stories, from near zero in 

1977 to around 50 percent in 1993 - with most of the change taking placeAQnilhe_late
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party, but merely refiectsj_trg^<j towards favoring nppativp coverage overpositive

interpretive more frequently in the later period.
3. The USe of undisclosed Sources has become inrrP^Innlv ^nre commoj
4*"^^ncrcas^nTnte^rcUv^ournalismhas not been directed toward any one political 

nartv hut merelv reflects a trend towards favoring negative coverage over POsitiY_e.
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/ list of election promises enacted into law is particularly surpris 
I reference to a college-loan program or a job-training program

about throughout 1992.

On a more parochial note, Patterson's failure to include national service legislation in his 
list of election promises enacted into law is particularly surprising and troubling - unless his

i is what he thinks you were talking

I share Klaidman and Patterson's view that this poisonous tj^^^jjfiu^jygisn^n^io^ 
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On Mauch 28, 1985, buried on page B-4, 
The New York Tinies gave its unsuspecting read­
ers a glimpse of the future. Under an overline 
that said simply, “Politics,” a story framed by 
mug shots of 16 Republican senators began 
with this broadside:

“They were mocked as ‘Reagan’s Robots,’ ‘ac­
cidental senators’ and, in an allusion to their po­
litical immaturity and many gaffes, ‘the popsicle 
brigade.’”

The article was not labeled analysis, or com­
mentary, or anything else to warn of its opin­
ionated content. Nowhere did the Times tell its 
veteran readers, long used to the papers rig­
orous efforts to distinguish facts from values, just 
who called these 16 Republican senators 
“robots,” “accidents,” and, in effect. Keystone 
Cops.

F'
■

The neu'S pages of The New 

York Times contain a high 

percentage of articles that 

interpret and analyze events. 

This “subjective” tendency has 

been encouraged by executive 

editor Max Frankel. When 

managing editor Joseph

Lelyveld succeeds Frankel, mill 

the Times change?
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While Dowd’s articles stand out in sharp re-again, because it also took a potshot at Demo-

•I

I

by Stephen Klaidman

1/

11
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Democrats are in the midst of a recruiting drive 
reminiscent of a fraternity rush.”

Who was the writer of a “news story” ad­
vising that the Republicans were wet-behind- 

desperate and unseemly as freshmen reader’s attention.
I

tf

the-ears,
were as i
scrambling for fraternity bids? The byline be-

Wa°hington reporter who seemingly has tak- journalism

M-

1 i

Clinton: How the 

Times has covered 

recent presidents.

SK
-

longed to Maureen Dowd, a gifted Times itor Joseph Lelyveld characterized this kind of 
Washington reporter who seemingly has tak- journalism as “a hallmark of the Max Frankel 
en to heart both Truman Capote’s mam that period.” (Frankel has been executive editor of 
gossip is the raw material of literature and_the the Times since 1986 and, in a press release is- 
credo of a generation of so-caUed “New Jour- sued in early April, the paper announced that

t s Fit to Interpret 
bv Steohen Klaidman -L From Carter to

I '

li

.^1

Lest one think the article was just a newfan- nalists,” which proclaims that the product of
gled version of old-fashioned partisan bias, think news writing done right is literature.

iv J  ■ While Dowd’s articles stand out in sharp re- 
cradc’senators: “Desperate to'line up the strong lief for their acid tone and emphasis on the per- 

challengers they need if they hope to win back sonal, the subjective tendency they represent is 
four seats, and thus regain a majority, the now standard practice at the Times. As was not

I

7
3

I

F/iWs

s
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true 30 or even 20 years ago, the news pages of 
the Times contain a high percentage of articles 
that interpret and analyze events, and some of 
these pieces—Dowd’s work being a prime ex- IV VIIV 1WM WLZliVVt»*u -------- F

error-prone clods and the Democrats ample—employ literary techniques to keep the

In an interview for this article, managing ed-

as “a hallmark of the Max Frankel

■ a

J /

If.
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gazinejcgporters now r 
the shows/otFering the: to stick to the facts.
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At a deeperTt’vel, however" die shift can be ex­

plained in terms of the Zeitgeist. Ours is an age 
deeply skeptical of the traditional notion ot ot>- 
jectivitv, defined in terms of an observer’s abil- 
ity to distinguish facts from values and 
information . trom opinion. Journalists are 
demonstrating that they, too, are in tune with 
the times by effectively anointing themselves the 
_high priests of interpretation.

1?
..

Kelly notes from a curiously complete objectivity is chimerical. Value-laden 
choices are the essence of the news business, 

and no matter how hard one 
tries to separate values from 
news decisions, they inevitably 
mix. What goes on page one? 
A triple ax murder, or yet an­
other story about starvation in 
Somalia? Or, more topically, 
what is a newspaper to do 
when two state troopers allege 
that they arranged love nests for 
then-governor-now-President 
Clinton? As John Leonard, the 
former editor of The New York 

Times Book Review, wrote in The Nation earli­
er this year, at all newspapers “someone decid-

i
i

* I
I
I
i

newspapers are 

shifting uneasily 

toward a new era

i

Lelyveld will succeed him this summer.) range of subjects, many of which are way 
Lelyveld added that he considered Dowds work outside therr-arCas of expTHise^ 
to be “a combination of very acute observation^ A * - ' 1——
and hard reporting.”

In an article last fall for the Times Magazine
that cast David Gergen as an image-making
chameleon, another of the Times’s new-style
journalists, Michael Kelly, wrote, “the culture
of Washington [is] dominated by people pro­
fessionally involved in creating the public im­
ages of elected officials.” Formerly a newsroom _
reporter who joined the magazine staff last ~ .Thoughtful journalists have always known that 

summer,
Olympian height that among these people are
reporters. “They believe in
irony. They believe that noth­
ing a politician does in public
can be taken at face value, but
that everything he does is a
metaphor for something else he
is hiding....Above all, they be­
lieve in the power of what they
have created, in the subjectiv­
ity of reality and the realitv~of

perceptions, in image.” (Em-
phasis added.)

While a more candid writer
would have included himself among this in­
group of image-makers, Kelly implicitly rec­
ognizes that the Times is by no means the only ed which story to cover, with what lead, for 
paper whose news pages display a subjective how long, after talking to and ignoring whom, 
tendency. As media writer and author Tom and where to play it, on or off a ‘dress page.’ All 
Rosenstiel of the Los Angeles Times wrote late these decisions are now and always have been 
last year, “Today, subtly..the idea of straight re- subjective.”
porting is giving way to something else. The Despite (or perhaps because of) the norma­
nation’s newspapers are shifting uneasily toward tive nature of what they do, most American 
a new era of subjectivity.” journalists from the 1920s until recently were

■ committed to the concept of journalistic ob- 
hat is behind this shift? At one lev- jectivity—a fact that explains why the recent 
el, it can be explained in terms of shift to more subjective reporting and writing 
the print news media’s search for makes so many veteran journaftsts uncom- 

ways to keep pace with the round-the-clock, fortable. These journalists believed that irre- 
graphically exciting, though often substan- spective of its content and the personal biases 
tively shallow, news coverage of television, of reporters and editors, a story could be writ- 
The rise of the radio and television talk-show ten in an essentially value-free fashion that was 
culture, which places a premium on instant fair to all relevant points of view. These jour- 
analysis and off-the-top-of-the-head opin- nalists worked under the rule that interpreta- 
ions, also has been a factor, bjewspaper and tion and opinion was fine, but only so long as 
newsmagazinejtgporters now routinely ap- it was clearly indicated; otherwise, they were 
pear on the showsToffering their views on a to stick to the facts.

1
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The shift to greater subjectivity on the news 

I

Tr-

partisan tilt. The subjectivism, as the Dowd

4’

i

■ r

important information, which it labeled, a tri- |;

I
one story on January 21, 1985, that bore the

Poll Finds,” then national political correspon-Times's version of events. That self-description

MEDIACRITIC 59

a subjective tendency is significant, given the loaded words, it’s important to explain precisely 
newspaper’s place in the history of American how they are being used here. A story was 
journalism. The Times, after all, was one of the deemed objective if it did not encourage a pref-

>

I

I

i

r

I

cv. and the periods reviewed were the first toward reportorial judgments that were more 
hundred days of the past five presidential terms frequently negative than positive,-A more and

o better understand the nature of the 
shift to subjectivity—and thus to see 
what consumers of news have lost and

terpretadon, were to be the raw material of the headline, “Optimism in Nation Is Increasing, 
Times's version of events. That self-description Poll Finds,” then national political correspon- 
is still found in the upper left-hand corner of dent Howell Raines wrote: “The poll also 
the newspaper’s front page even though today’s found that with a majority of the public Mr.

The shift to greater subjectivity on the news sisted, there was a significant increase in sub- 
pages is one of the most significant recent de- jective stones from near zero in the 1977 pe- 

" ’ ’ riod to around 50 percent in the 1993 period,
with most of the change taking place from the 

and more Americans think media organizations late 1980s onward.
Second, news stories that were ostensibly just 

that, as they bore no other identification such 
as “news analysis” or “commentary,” more fre-

Times is much different from the one managed Reagan still enjoyed a remarkable immunity 
by Ochs. from political blame.” The poll, of course, did

My review of the newspaper’s presidential cov- not label Reagan’s popularity “immunity from 
erage during the five periods yielded the fol- political blame, nor did it refer to this phe- 
lowing: nomenon as “remarkable.” These were the eval-

First, while the noninterpretive, nonjudg- uations of the writer. The story was therefore 

mental, fully attributed hard-news story per- deemed subjective.

i

I
il
‘I
i

velopments in the news media. It may help ex­
plain recent survey data indicating that more

c,,  v — — —------ - — - -
slant the news and cannot be relied upon to 
provide factual accounts. In the nation’s cap­
ital, it may help explain concerns expressed in 
recent years by such political figures as John quently tended to be interpretive in the later 
Tower to Bobby Ray Inman, among others, periods than in the earlier ones, 
that Washington journalism is at the center of Third, while it was rare in the early periods, 
a new “attack culture.” it became more common later on for the

sources on which statt writers’ interpretations 
were apparently based to be entirely undis­

closed.
Fourth, over the course of the five periods ex­

gained by it—I examined The New York amined, the shift did not reveal an obviously 
Times’s political coveri^ Bt tTie same suBject partisan tilt. The subjectivism, as the Dowd 
duringTive comparable periodS-betweenJ^TT, piece from 1985 shows, cut both ways, polit- 

and 1993. The subject was the U.S. presiden- ically speaking. Rather, rhe clear rendency was 

cy, and the periods reviewed were the first t

—Carter’s, both of Reagan’s, Bush’s and Clin- more critical tone was evident, as reporters 
ton’s. The’ Times published at least one “pres- gradually ceased merely to report presidential 
idential” story every day, and often it published speeches and press conferences (as they did dur­
several. ing the first hundred days of the Carter ad-

Why focus on the Times? For one thing, it is ministration and the first Reagan term), and 
one of the largest circulation daily newspapers began to stir up controversy by seeking out op­
in the country. Also, it is read by political and posing points of view.
policy elites. Finally, that the Times now displays Since objectivity and subjectivity are such 
a subjective tendency is significant, given the loaded words, it’s important to explain precisely 
newspaper’s place in the history of American how they are being used here. A story was 
journalism. The Times, after all, was one of the deemed objective if it did not encourage a pref- 
the nation’s first elite newspapers. Under the di- erence for one set of values over another, and 
rection of Adolph Ochs, the paper in the ear- if the writer’s own opinions, prejudices and in­
ly 20th century was dedicated to publishing terpretations appeared to be omitted. If either 
important information, which it labeled, a tri- of these conditions was not met, the story was 
fie self-importantly perhaps, “All the News judged to be subjective. For example, in a page- 
That’s Fit to Print.” Facts, not ideology or in- < , J . j1*"/'
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ysis or not.
It was also typical during the Carter years that

!
r

issues.’’
Kelly s story bore no label identifying it as any­

thing other than news, yet he told readers of the 
Times, apparendy on his own authority, that it 
was by her intent, not the President s, that she

ag to alert the reader t
the contrived nature of this event, Mohr s piece
illustrated one of th£ Si
nalism under the*purely dbjtlClivtl upphiacTT
late as 1977, it would appear, authorial skep­
ticism and irony were banned under the Times's
rules.

The Times's off-lead on March 29, 1977,
which recounted Carter’s authorization of a
possible upgrading of432,000 Vietnam-era mil- would serve as the chief health-care negotia- 
itary discharges that were less than honorable, tor, and that two weeks into the Clinton ad- 
is another example of how a dimension of the ministration she had emerged as its most 
story was neglected under the old rules. It is not influential domestic-policy adviser. Clearly the 
until the last paragraph of the story that the Times had changed, 
slightest hint appears that the President’s deci­
sion could be explosively unpopular. This pos-

i

'!

I

I

I

'll’

i ;

I
II

With the exception of an occasional compli­
cated economic or national security story, in­
terpretive comment appeared mainly in stories does not have to look hard to find examples 
plainly labeled “news analysis.” But there was from the later periods that illustrate the weak- 
also a naive lack of attention to media manip- nesses of journalism under the new rules, 
ulation that would be unthinkable today. Consider these paragraphs about Hillary Rod-

For example, on March 6, 1977, the Times led ham Clinton, which appeared on the front page 
the paper under a three-column headline with on February 5, 1993, and were written by 
an account of the President answering phoned- Michael Kelly:
in questions from ordinary Americans. The ar- “Demonstrating in unmistakable terms her in- 
ticle, by Charles Mohr, treated this pseudo- tent to serve as the Administration’s chief lob- 
event par excellence without a trace ol sken- byist and negotiator on health care, [Mrs.] 
ticism or irony. In failing to alert the reader to Clinton went to Capitol Hill today for closed 

door policy discussions with leaders from both 
llUWUIUlngs ot jour- parties....Mrs. Clinton has...emerged as the most 

i. As important White House adviser on domestic

In a January 28, 1994 article. Times book crit­
ic Michiko Kakutani warned that the trend to- 

sibility could, and should, have been developed ward subjectivity could lead to circumstances 
on the grounds that readers have something less in which interpretation overshadows fact, truth 
than the full story when political implications and knowledge are replaced by opinion and 
are barely noticed or, even worse, ignored, perception, reality seems increasingly artificial 
Alerting readers to potential developments re- and manipulable, and people rely excessively on

J
I

In reviewing the’stories, my interest was only lated to the facts of the story requires some de­
in the way they were written. No attempt was gree of interpretation by the writer, and today
made to evaluate news selection, display, the rel- this kind of interpretation is routinely found in
ative length of stories, or what editors did to news stories in the Times (and other major
them. Nor was any effort made to determine newspapers), whether it is labeled news anal-
whether the Times in general promoted an es­
tablishment or anti-establishment point of view,
or whether the new subjective tone was fostered Times stories did not seek to intensify contro-
by a particular editor or group of editors. versy. For example, in an article by Maijorie

Individual stories from the five periods help Hunter on March 27, 1977, ex-President Ger-
illustrate the overall trend even as they provide aid Ford was quoted as saying that he was “se-
material for discussing the pluses and minuses riously concerned” that decisions by the Carter
of the shift to subjectivity. administration and Congress would lead to in­

creased inflation. The story, however, did not
1 he Times's coverage of the first hundred quote a single member of either House, there-

days of the Carter administration was by missing an obvious opportunity to identi-
straightforward, uncritical and benign, fy incipient conflict.

While the above examples show the weak­
nesses of journalism under the old rules, one T



the new administration

were writing. February 2, 1977, began with this

il

J

■ation was considering a tax on con- uowas piece ranc, vue —- u— 
■ savings aecounes had been handled whether a

“Review of Bush’s Opening Week: a Few 
. . . fkaagement problem.’ A self-inflicted blunder had

the story’s subjectivity? If so, how many read

i!

’ ill
was a news
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readers to know whether Dowd based her state­
ments on solid reporting, acute observation_or 
educated guessing. She wrote that Bush s ad- 

visersTUltfW the week had exposed a serious

I
■

Dowd’s piece

represents the

media’s now

typical rush

to judgment.

Dowd’s piece raises the further question of
- - - It 1 J 1----- —

viewed in the news pages like a Broadway pre­
miere. The headline on Dowd’s story was: 
“Review of Bush’s Opening Week: a Few 
‘Ripples’ but No Bursting Bubbles.” Was the 
headline meant to serve as a label that justified

ers were likely to have gotten it?
To further illustrate the downside of the shift 

to subjectivity, it is instructive to compare two

educated guessing. She wrote that Bush s ad-

c“t —#3n Sh7also said that a problem had spun story, which led the paper on January 22,^1993 
and .he averred that there had described mounting opposition to Zoe Baird 

been a seli-intuctea oiunuer. uui, nomination as attorney -^^Gfled to
the story, all the administration acknowledged knowingly employed illegal aliens and failed to 

management problem. Moreover, pay their Social Security taxes.

anyone. !-------------
out of control, and she averred that there had 
been a self-inflicted blunder. But, according to

1“

!

Si
she wrote on January 29, 1989:

“Beyond the bubbles and 
bonhomie, though, the Pres­
ident’s top advisers knew the 
week had exposed a serious 
vu Inerability. Mr. Bush’s style 
and performance were pol­
ished, they felt. But in terms 
of policy coordination, the 
new team had a problem. The 
furor resulting from Treasury
Secretary Nicholas F. Brady’s 
suggestion that the Bush ad­
ministration was considering a tax on 

sumers’------ o
poorly, they agreed. It had spun out of con­
trol, becoming what they called ‘a news man­
agement problem.’ A self-inflicted blunder had 
left the impression that the ‘read-my-lips 
President was already trying to impose a dis­
guised tax on the public. The incident showed 
a lack of a central control mechanism with-

very sefarch tor truth (or trudb) Is an al 
irrele^nTend." I'hisTs’why it is dangerous tor 
a newspaper :o completely jettison the goal of 

objectivity.
The blurring of fact and opinion in Kelly s 

story contributed to the undermining of truth 

anT’knowledge about which Kakutani, and

tiSdtd Ancf with much else she said, this, too, was not at 

tributed to any sources.

-w—owd’s piece represents the kind of 

J rush to judgment found in the later 
1 periods of my survey. Not that the 

early periods were devoid of judgment. An ar-

M Naughton, which appeared at the top of 
story by Mautyen Dowd. Hay- page one on Feb™,' 2 1977. began with to

guised tax on the public. The incident showed 
a lack of a central control mechanism with­
in the White House. From the beginning the 
Reagan White House had had such a mech­

anism.” .., _

D
I;

their own often uninformed opinions, or on the just nine days into 
opinions of so-called experts. W>re this leads, Dowd assured readers
Kakutani suggested, is to the vtew that ' the tod_eontro tnetotn at J WtattUdouse

graph: “President Carter’s ef­
fort to install Theodore C. 
Sorenson as the Director of 

Central Intelligence was not 
blocked. It collapsed.” But un­
like Dowd, Naughton and 
those who worked with him 
went to great lengths to sup­
port their judgment with 
highly detailed and what ap­
pears to be carefully sourced 

reporting.

stories about political problems involving cab-
X is mktoh.re.s1ha,,..s.n1n?ss.blefor in« appto.«s one“

|i
•I

1

administration and one from the Clinton ad­
ministration. Leading the paper of March 16, 

1985, the Reagan administration story re­
counted the resignation of Labor Secretary Ray-

which led the paper on January 22, 1993,

nonunation as attorney general because she
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their own beliefs.
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sources. Overall, this tendency seemed to be 
true of White House and political reporters

times this was inadvertent, but 
it would be naive to think this r;' 
was always the case. 

Another subtle technique 
through which reporters in the later periods in­
terjected their own beliefs involves the use of 
a handful of words that have become journal­
istic terms of art such as “deny,” “insist” and 
“concede.” Consider the following two sen­
tences from a Friedman news analysis that ran 
at the top of page one on April 8, 1993: 

“Administration policymakers vigorously deny 
that they have given up trying to press the Serbs 
into making concessions to the Bosnian Mus­
lims, and insist that they are now working on 
lifting the arms embargo to give the Muslims 
more of a fighting chance. But they also concede 
that they have begun to talk about Bosnia dif­
ferently, to cast the problem there less as a moral 
tragedy—which would make American inac­
tion immoral—and more as a tribal feud that 
no outsider could hope to settle.” (Emphasis 
added.)

Not always, but frequently, the word “insist,” 
especially when it closely follows the word 
“deny,” is freighted with the meaning “even 
though we know it isn’t so.” Similarly, the word

L

I
I

ii

! i

I
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and Kelly variety is the least (<COnCede>) tO insert source or the reporter. Some- 

worrisome. There are more
subtle varieties that are harder 
to pin down, but they may be 
more common and more sub-
dy persuasive. One technique, perfected by re­
porter Thomas L. Friedman when he was
reporting from Israel for the Times, and evident
in his first hundred days stories on the Clinton 
presidency, involves identifying one or more
sources who can be counted on to reflect the 
reporter’s point of view and calling up those 
sources for a quote when it is needed. Just as
Friedman used Rabbi David Hartman for a par­
ticular liberal perspective on a range of Israeli
issues, he used Harvard political theorist
Michael Sandel to play the same role in his cov­
erage of the Clinton presidency during its first
hundred days.

Lelyveld says that when he was foreign edi­
tor he noticed Friedman’s propensity for using
Hartman’s views as surrogates for his own and
therefore banned his correspondent from quot­
ing the rabbi-philosopher in stories. But
Lelyveld also says that he thinks it is fairer to 
readers if reporters “avoided the cute circum­
locutions built into traditional news writing”
and were “more forthright” in taking respon-

I

i tl

Hi

I

Reporters use 

words like “deny, 

“insist” and

The Donovan story, by Kenneth B. Noble, sibility for their own interpretive judgments in 
was factual, relied mainly on quoted or oth- news stories. Lelyveld says he did not notice that 
erwise attributed material, drew no conclusions Friedman used Sandel as he had previously used 
about Secretary Donovan’s innocence or guilt, Hartman.
and did not question the sincerity of President
Reagan’s expression of regret over his aide’s res- ■ 1 riedman’s coverage of foreign-policy is- 
ignation. The Baird story, however, was han- |-H sues during the Bush presidency was far 
died quite differently. The last sentence of A. more interpretive than, for example, 
Michael Kelly’s lead was unabashedly evalua- that of Bernard Gwertzman during the Carter 
tive: “The White House offered only a con- and Reagan administrations, and Friedman 
fused, lukewarm show of support for the wrote many more stories based on unnamed 
embatded nominee.” And in characterizing the
statement of encouragement for the nominee
Baird issued by presidential spokesman George such as Robin Toner and Richard L. Berke, 
Stephanopoulos, Kelly offered but less true of others such as
the opinion that Stephanopou- p , Gwen Ifill. When these re-
los’s words “fell conspicuously £\.epOrterS USO porters used unnamed sources, 

short of a ringing endorsement , ... , ,, as was sometimes inevitable if
of Ms. Baird.” WOWS like deny, the story were to be hilly re-1

As Lelyveld of the Times sug- ((i . ,, i ported, it was difficult to sort j
gests, it may be that the obvi- lUSlSt and out whether the point of view

ous subjectivity of the Dowd __ reflected belonged to the
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“concede” often carries with it the added not a novelist’s_eye. And it should be easy to

accurately reflect the situation being reported, is just a poor substitute for incomplete re-

Of course, it has long been the case that some Stephen Klaidman has been a reporter and editor

ers. in the i^ous ana i^ous, tor example, ...............-
Times's Homer Bigart managed to get the word co-author of The Virtuous Journalist.

■
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Post and The International Herald-Tribune. 
He is author 0/Health in the Headlines and

a
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- j identify, not ambiguously merged with quot- 
mental ed or attributed material. Finally, it should be 

used sparingly, for all too often interpretation

!|

;i

meaning “with a gun to his head.” When a 

reader finds these terms in a story, a 1--------
warning is in order. The words may or may not

c_____ , _ .
but there is no question they are evaluative and porting. ★

may carry hidden, nuanced meanings. " — ‘

skilled writers who have attained star status have at The New York Times, The Washington 

gotten away with greater subjectivity than oth­
ers. In the 1950s and 1960s, for example, the

“redneck” into many of the stories that he wrote 
on the civil-rights beat in the South. And dur­
ing a drought in New York he began a mem­
orable lead as follows, as I remember it: “Bright 
sunny skies mocked Water Commissioner Ar­
mand D’Angelo today....” The word “mocked” 
was pure magic—and purely subjective.

While Bigart reveled in slipping his snide 
nouns and verbs past normally vigilant editors, 
he survived because he was widely considered 
the best reporter of his time. As for Dowd’s 
work, Lelyveld praises it unequivocally. By all 
accounts, whatever Dowd does delights the 
newspaper’s editors. They sometimes top her 
stories with unrevealing headings such as “Po­
litical Memo” or “White House Memo,” but 
even when they don’t, Dowd’s license to be­
little presidents and other powerful figures re­

mains valid.
On President Bush’s inauguration day, for ex­

ample, she led her story:
‘“I—’ the new President blurted out, a beat 

ahead of the moment he was supposed to be­
gin repeating the presidential oath after Chief 
Justice William H. Rehnquist. George Bush 
smiled nervously and began again.”

The new President of the United States, as 
Dowd saw him, was just a little bit too eager 
to be president. Well, thank you, Ms. Dowd.

There is much to be said for thoughtful in­
terpretation, even in unlabeled news stories, if 
journalists are to meet their obligation of keep­
ing readers from being manipulated, misled or 
denied important insights into the implications 
of events. But the interpretation should ha 
grounded in the facts of the story. It should not 
be just the xVrlUfs cynical spin on the subject’s 
words. It should be based on solid reporting?
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11 July 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESI

HAROLD ICKEFROM:

SUBJECT: Bill Daley as Chair of the 1996 Democratic 
National Convention

PRESIDED
n\»A

Several have suggested that Bill Daley be Chair of the 1996 
Democratic National Convention. We should discuss.

PRESlb^T



PRESIDENT !jAS SEEN^/zy

F

/A
YODE

president imposed on Haiti by U.S. military and political pressure way

precedent for Jean-Bertrand Aristide, whose restoration as
happy
president of Haiti has become a major objective of American foreign

political culture to become so. Aristide is no George Washington; he

that

(more)

1150 15™ STREET, N. W., Vb 
TEL: (202) 334-6375

WASHINGTON—Quickly now, can you identify Sudre Dartiguenave? Never 

heard of him? For your information, Dartiguenave was the last

is an erratic ex-priest of leftist persuasion (he has called Pope John 

Paul II a ''racist1*) whose pretensions are vastly inflated by public 

relations experts in New York and Washington.

The distinguishing mark of recent American policy toward Haiti, so 

far, has been its infliction of greater pain on the long-suffering 

Haitian masses than on the military junta the policy aims to dislodge. 

The Clinton administration, meanwhile, writhes and thrashes in the 

toils of a dilemma of its own devising; and it seems to worsen with 

every effort to solve it.

The latest turn in this process of self-torture was the 

announcement by William Gray, the president's special adviser,

Haitians fleeing the island by boat will now be ineligible for

back in the summer of 1915, when our excuse was that Haiti's proneness 

to revolutionary violence had become intolerable.

The Navy and the Marines policed Haiti until October 1934,

affording the island its only interval of decent government.

Dartiguenave's achievements, however, remain obscure and are not a

The THF
Washington Post

Whters Group

r k

Abc-yoder-column advIMMEDIATE<

*EDWIN YODER C0LUMN<

-(FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE, Normally Advance fo

A(For Yoder Clients Only)<

ABy EDWIN M. YODER, JR.=

policy. Aristide's return is usually advertised as "restoring 

democracy," a slogan whose patent absurdity lies in the fact that 

Haiti has never been democratic and lacks the economic base and
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(more)

admission to the United States as political refugees. They will be 

warehoused in ''safe havens'7 in Panama and elsewhere, pending the 

arrival of the ''democratic77 millennium.

The new policy is an attempt to escape the embarrassing effects of 

the old one, announced in early May. Pilloried for embracing President 

Bush's policy on boat people that he had condemned. Bill Clinton 

announced that the United States would no longer return boat people 

unprocessed but would examine their claims to refugee status. Backed 

by tighter economic sanctions, that policy predictably generated a 

cascade of boat people seeking U.S. asylum, drowning by the hundreds 

while survivors of their leaky boats alarmed the already sensitive 

politicians of Florida, where most Haitian refugees end up.

Haiti is indeed a painful spectacle, but instructive. Haiti is one 

of dozens of chaotic Third World societies whose sad and seemingly 

insolvable ordeals, though hardly new, have suddenly become the fare 

of television ''news.77

Haiti above all illustrates the dangers of a foreign policy 

intimately tied to domestic politics. The great 1965 Voting Rights 

Act, as now amended and construed, requires Southern states to fashion 

gerrymandered "majority minority77 congressional seats, tailored for 

minority representatives. Their capture in 1992 enlarged the influence 

of the Congressional Black Caucus, which has not been reluctant to 

exercise it. For the sake of his domestic agenda, Bill Clinton dare 

not ignore its demands, one blindly obsessive demand being the 

restoration of Aristide.

This may sound cynical, but it is merely a clinical description of 

a political process by which a minor hemispheric matter has ballooned 

into a huge Clinton administration embarrassment—one which could take 

a worse turn if the president were persuaded to intervene militarily.

There is a case against the military junta—and its puppet 

president—who ousted Aristide and are allegedly responsible for the 

misery of the Haitian people. But the personally and politically 

fragile Jean-Bertrand Aristide is not a durable solution. Duly Brutus,
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(c) 1994, Washington Post Writers Group

a former president of the Haitian Chamber of Deputies, has described 

Aristide as "a force for disunity and division ... rather than 

consensus builder,•• a judgment widely shared in Haiti, and not merely 

by the armed thugs left over from the Duvalier days. Could Aristide, 

restored by American force or pressure, survive the departure of his 

sponsors? It seems doubtful, and that is reason enough to dismiss the 

present policy as unsound.

But even if more artfully conceived, a policy which is so utterly 

an appendage of domestic politics, and in which sentiment so 

completely dominates sober self-interest, is a fiasco waiting to 

happen.
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safer,” said William Cunningham, of

$103,033.25, according to hospital
officials.

erty losses and medical expenses.

cost you don’t think about when you

2

n-
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dured by his family and friends.
Nonetheless, Hunter’s death, one of 199 

so far this year in the District of Columbia, il- ea for the preliminary treatment.

Beyond Heartadw

Consequences Pla^j^^inancial B

the most services.”
Since 1991, crime has forced the ■ 

nation's capital to spend more on 
Patrol officers raced to 1314 Trinidad public safety than any other area in 

Ave. NE, followed by detectives, forensics its budget, dty financial officers said, 
officers and a supervisor. Their estimated Health and human services is the 
cost for the night: $4,626. next top budget item. Education is

Emergency vehicles rushed Hunter to third.
D.C. General Hospital, adding another

*rr-k| 1

1

have for kids, parks and recreation 
and job training,” said Louisville 
Mayor Jerry Abramson, who recent­
ly stepped down as president of the 
US. Conference of Mayors. High- 
crime areas end up being areas of

don’t understand the breadth of erabon. The costs of guards, securi- 
what is happening," said Robert Mal­
lett, District of Columbia administra­
tor. “It’s too staggering, and we

5
I

■ Insurance fraud and motor vehicle 
theft cost $28 billion; according to 

the National Insurance Crime Bu- 1 
reau. “With at least 10 cents of ev- J 
ery premium dollar going to cover 
fraud and crime, it’s the policy hokl-

ecutive director of the Security In­
dustry Association. “Even though 
property crime is down, some cate­
gories of violent crime are up and 
there is a change in the nature of vi­
olence. It seems more random, as if 
it can happen to any erf us.”

There are 15 million active ac­
counts for monitoring systems or 
alarm systems for residences and 
businesses, producing $2.15 billion 
in revenue for companies providing 
such services, according io a recent 
security market overview by Gal­
ante’s association.

"We are willing to spend a lot of 
tax dollars and private money to feel

Like in the District, public safety 
$1,310, where he was pronounced dead on is Louisville’s number one budget 
arrival. His autopsy cost $1,046. item "and that is not unique. This

By the time the medical examiner com- problem cuts across jurisdictions, 
pleted his work, 12 hours after the shooting, from cities to the suburbs. It’s an un­
Hunter’s killer had cost the city at least toungte symbol of where society is 

$6,982, or $582 per hour, according to esti- *"

mates provided by the District of Columbia’s
budget office.
-And the toll continues to rise as police 

search for his killer. If they apprehend a sus­
pect, there will be jail costs, trial costs and, if 
there is a conviction, it will cost about
$22,000 a year to house his murderer at a

Pn®0". niuic nuusc uiuvuis soiu.

The cost of the murder of a young man a About 85 percent of hospital costs 
year away from high school graduation and for firearms and subbing victims h 
college cannot be measured in dollars alone, not covered by insurance and is ’ 
Nor is there a financial gauge of the grief en- eventually passed on to paying coo-1

aumers. i
For example, the medical expens- [ 

-- ■ i
surgery and recovery for the typical 

CRIME, Proa Al  trauma victim at D.C. General is
histrates the gigantic financial bur- $15,675, the District budget office 

den that crime is placing on America
in the 1990s.

Each year the country is spending

es, $20 billion in insurance fraud, *36-9 billion y®21- retail ana‘ 
«nd $17.6 billion for individual prop- *ysts said. Two percent to 4 percent 
erty losses and medical expenses. tiie Pnce on 30 ,tem 15 a built-in 
Still $15 billion more is spent on pri- 0081 for iosses- “It s a
vate security, $9.3 billion on court V00 about when X"1
costs and $7.2 bilhon on prosecution walk out store with your mer'
and public defense. chandise,” said John Ronzetti, vice 1

“I am almost certain that people presidentof the National Retail Fed-

ty cameras and the electronic devic­
es that stores employ to thwart 
thieves also are passed on to cus­
tomers.
■ As of 1990, there were 1.65 mil­
lion people employed in the nation’s 
criminal justice system and 900,000

today,* Abramson said.
Moreover, crime is costing Amer­

icans more through higher prices, as 
companies and individuals seek to 
make up losses from theft and other 
unlawful acts.

Consider:
■ Violence boosted the nation’s 
health care costs by $13.5 billion in
1992, White House officials said. |

11

have not made the magnitude plain
... the unbelievable social impact.
We made 52,000 arrests last year.
That takes a lot of resources.”

The more funds you put into po- working 33 security guards, accord­
bee and security, “the less funds you t0 Justi“ Department stetistics 

-  and those from Hallcrest Systems
Inc., a Northern Virginia-based se­
curity industry analyst firm.

Crime costs money indirectly as 
well. In the District, for example, a 
recent Census Bureau report re­
vealed that the city population fell by 
more than 29,000 people in the last 
three years. Crime, according to

ine

n d tv,™.,. it I ’disinvestment,* he said. “These be- h •come. ar?9.that 'obs- The 

------------------------------------------------------------ cab drivers don t want to go there, 
The meter began running the moment the the business people don’t want to lo­

cal! came in to police headquarters on June 7: cate there, the tax base erodes. And 
18-year-old James Hunter, star point guard at these are the very areas that require 
Calvin Coolidge High School, was lying on the
pavement in a pool of blood with multiple gun­
shot wounds.

Hallcrest Systems. “It’s amazing 
what we’ve expended."

In 1990, the country spent about 
$25 billion to house inmates in state 
and federal prisons. The number of. 
inmates has tripled since 1980 to 
948,881, at a cost of about $15,000 
per prisoner, the Justice Depart­
ment estimates. Corrections spend­
ing is almost certain to rise as more 
states rush to adopt “three strikes* 
bills that mandate life imprisonment 
without parole for any person con­
victed of three violent felonies. The 
hope is that the prison spending 
eventually will reduce overall crime 
because repeat offenders would be 
removed from society.

“The fastest growing segment of 
state budgets in (fiscal) 1994 is cor­
rections,’ according to a study by 
the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. “For the third year in a 
row, corrections received more new 
state dollars than higher education."

In Texas, the state prison popula­
tion grew from 28,543 in 1980 to 
69,054 at year’s end. During the 
same time, the number of inmates in 
Florida grew from 19,881 to 

50,448; the number of prisoners in 
Maryland rose from 7,779 to 
19,958; and in Virginia the inmate 
population increased from 8,270 to 
17,019.

California had the biggest growth, 
from 23,511 in 1980 to 101,995 by 
1991. In fiscal 1994, even though 
California cut its overall budget, it 
increased its corrections budget by 
15 percent, the conference of state 
legislatures said: “California illus­
trates the fact that the growth in 
prison populations has been expen­
sive for states, and it shows no sign 
of easing.”

A California General Assembly 
Ways and Means Committee review 
found that in recent years correc­
tions spending has grown “twice as 
fast as total state spending ... i 
the expense of other programs, pn- 
maniy higher education.”

states. Gunshot victims are often 
more costly. A June 15 shooting vic- 

  tim—in this instance with insur­
er losingmex^sof $T63“Mtob^ mce-hw dready racked up hills of
cause of the consequences of crime, !^’?33’25’ accordm8 to ^P1131 , 

according to the Justice Depart- i
ment, the insurance industry and ac­
ademic researchers. This is nearly 
two-thirds of what America spends 
on national defense and more than 
five times as much as the federal
government spends on education.

Crime costs include better than er who is the true victim,” the bu- 
$31.8 billion at the state and federal reau said, 
level for police, $24.9 billion for cor- ■ Shoplifting, internal pilferage and
rections, $36.9 billion in retail loss- ot„h.e5 Jo®?68 C08t retailers about
es, $20 billion in insurance fraud, f ~ 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
some civic leaders, was one of the 
principal reasons for the loss, which 5 
contributed to the erosion of the city f 
tax base. £

Similar scenarios are unfolding S 
throughout the country, and concern 
about crime forces Americans to “ 
change their lifestyles and demand *- 
that something be done to make S 
their lives safer, despite some statis- £ 
tics showing general decreases in v> 

certain categones of crime. 5
As a result of the fear, security 

and corrections have emerged as 
leading growth industries.

Americans are buying metal bars J-’ 
for their homes, anti-theft devices 
for their cars and alarm systems. 
Prisons are being constructed at a 
faster pace than universities. 

“The perception of threat is at an 
all-time high," said John Galante, ex-

F {
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1 g at 12,355
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securit^Mfebeheve agKa

of Co- we are u^SB^^j^we
Bon and result- failed at it so far^Beputy

tive.

Society can’t ignore the fact that ter cops, more prosecutors," al- “It just seems like there is no love

education and employment servic- be locked up, no matter what the crime from becoming unbearable, 
es." cost, Biden and McCollum noted. Ultimately, the public and gove:Ultimately, the public and govern-

ture. •>
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A MOUNTING BILL FOR CRIME

Crime and its aftereffects take an enormous economic toll on the United States. A look at some of its costs:

Marty towMd, ma accounting for Inflatioa...
 $7,000 tel the tint few hours after the shooting. A

196& .

$4,626
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25.000
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THE BIG PICTURE A TYPICAL SHOOTING: S6.900 OR MORE

KHZ]

S36.9 billion

S31.8

 S24.9 

 S20.0

S17.6-

CORRECTIONS
MURDERS

I960

A

SI.046 :

15.000

I960: S.110

10.000

1960 mm

short-term money.”
The prospect of curbing the Either way. the result is the same, 

t “It’s a shame,” he said. “But. we

Ofn

'60

SOURCES: Justice Oeoartment. Sourcetnok on Comma! Justice Statistics; National insurance Come 
Bureau: National Canter lor Retailing Education ano Research. University of Florida: 'The Challenge 
al Cnme m a Frw Society.' 1967 presidential commission report

Ovmtha pact 30 yaars, the ovenl costs of crteM to society have bcraaaad

Marder la America to m the rise... 

1992; 22440

Former .. 
Soviet Union

InfUNTIONAL 
HOMICIDES BY MEN 
RATE PER 100,000,

1985-90

ar

1990*

BILLIONS OF DOLLARS

$15,675 
averam

Canada
'AustralU * *

Bras casts more, aeariy $22,000.

TOTAL IF VICTIM SURVIVES 
THROUGH SURGERY:

$21,611

society 
we have ‘ ' o 

iputy Attor- lave to begin to connect the dots" to That will require individual and com- 

— .  ~  j more gov-

htoaa popatatioas have tomaiid aeariy fivefold in the past generation. 
Spending of aroand $25,000 par prisoaor pashas the aatioa's tab for 
corrections to $2$ bMiou a year.

IQQ3. <M1_H
PRISON INMATES. IN MILLIONS ■

costlier. Eighty percent of Lhstnct Cnme .s the “single most senous “They are just ^kepttcai that we (ptJi “on ^e SZd wJuch hoS 

prisoners have a history ot suo problem facing America," said Sen. iticians] can do anything to stop the will eventually lessen the need for 
stance abuse. Nearly 63 percent d D:j„ r^.i \ .1—  . ' » ,u‘

Each at the 22400 or BNrsmarders per year In the UniUu
Mairatoe cortaia costs, to1 tiw District of Columbia, a munier victim u^...
Sootim^riSm

TOTAL IF VICTIM IS PRONOUNCED
DEAD BEFORE SURGERY:

$6,982

Z—

•includes S8 Wlton for motor vehicle theft “Includes some civil costs.

Yet for all of the billions of dollars Nor can it ignore that poverty, eco- ment must confront the social ills 
spent, neither the District nor the nomics and values, or the lack there-
nation will declare victory over the of, are also playing some role in the
cnme problem in the foreseeable fu- nation’s chronic crime problem.

There also must be resources allo-
“Right now the system simply cated for prevention, drug treatment

isn’t working," said Rep. Bill McCob and rehabilitation, they said.
lum (R-Fla.) ‘There are no easy an- But politicians can’t agree on how
swers." to divide the limited resources and

The “American dream is rooted in figure out what works and what does
a sense of security and I think that it not.  

_Js our first obligation to provide that

^/..CMricorta
PraaeafoMMd'togal costs

MEDICAL EXAMINER
An autopsy is required on any 
homicide-related death.

"are AND EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE
Usually a fire truck or engine 
and a medic unit spend about 

Jwo hours on the scene.

POLICE RESPONSE
Cost based on preliminary 
investigation by two officers, six 
detectives, two scene search 
officers and one supervisor; >t 
also includes hospital and 
morgue, administrative costs 

_and supplies and equipment.

TRAUMA CARE
Covers staff and equipment for 
preliminary treatment, surgery 
and full patient recovery. 

SOURCE; D C. Budget Office

stance abuse. Nearly 63 percent Joseph R Biden jr (Dj)^ cha,/ problem.” 

haven’t completed high school when man of the Senate Judiciary Commit- „.1 „
they are incarcerated. At least 20 tee. The current federal cnme bill, spending in the near future is not  ... v
percent are bebeved to be HIV posi- which may add as much as $30 bib good, said U.S. Attorney Eric H. are going to have to spend more." ” 

bon tn spending over six years, re- Holder Jr. “In the short term, the ex- James Hunter’s father, James, 48 
“Prison systems are becoming fleets the realization that no one has penditure of money has to increase," thinks the only thing that will re^ 

full-service providers," said Walter a monopoly on the answers, he said. Holder said. “We need more and bet- solve the crime problem “is prayer" 
Hill, D.C. corrections spokesman. Society can’t ignore the fact that ter cops, more prosecutors," al- “It just seems like there is no love 
“We’re not just a jail, we are provid- some persons, particularly those though more enforcement is not the out here anymore," said the man 
ing everything from health care to who commit acts of violence, have to final solution and serves only to keep who recently buried his only son.

Cost of the fundal: $7,000.

... wftte ghat toeraaan to «ba coats at stopmag, cometfan, fraod 
and property toas.

1965

BILLIONS OF DOLLARS,
ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION

The District of Columbia has seen
its adult prison population level off to
11,159 after peaking at 12,355j-
1990, or nearly double the 6,5^"
corded in 1983.

—mww uv hjujol, fiLiw uv u^gui lu vuiuicvL uic uvw lu 1 lldl WU1 ppguirp inoiviau
ing spending remained steady, indi- ney General Jamie S. Gorebck in a figure out how to stop the bleeding munity efforts, but also n:— "
"S. 'S'S........................ 25?^c™': B,den !"* ?mm"“ •pendm., in the long'£,

The pubbe understands that we contributing to crime, Holder said.
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ANALYSIS OF CONFIRMED JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS:

73Total:

ANALYSIS OF JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS:

CarterBushClinton

72 4471102No. of Nominations

21%10%60% 11%Women and minorities

57%53%63% 52%Rated 'well qualified" by ABA

Confirmed:

Nominations pending:

ABA/FBI review:

Identified candidates:

68
4

69
1
2

_16
31

_4
2

J5
6

73 (61 Dist, 11 Cir, 1 Sup)

94

_12
13

29 (21 Dist, 7 Cir, 1 Sup)
65

35 (31 Dist, 04 Cir)
30

71
31

68
1
2

36
7
1

Dist. Ct. Vacancies 
Cir. Ct. Vacancies 
Sup. Ct. Vacancies

01
11
00
61

64
7

21
00
07
01
27
01

41
3

95
18

_0
113

Supreme:
Circuit: 
Trade:
District:

64
25

13

White
African-Am
Hispanic/Other

(Cir 03, Dist 18) 
(Cir 00, Dist 00) 
(Cir 02, Dist 05) 
(Cir 00, Dist 01) 
(Sup 01, Cir 04, Dist 22) 
(Cir 00, Dist 01)

1/20/93
Vacancies

138 ( 43 since 1/20/93) 
27 ( 9 since 1/20/93)
2 ( 2 since 1/20/93) 

167

47

African-Am:
Asian:
Hispanic:
Native American:
Women:
W/Disabilities:

Vacancies 
a/o 07/13/94

Male
Female

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

Note: The ABA data reflect all nominations by Presidents Bush, Reagan and Carter, not only nominations through July 13 in the 

second year of the terms.

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION JUDICIAL RECORD
July 13, 1994

„««»»»««»»«»»«««»«»««»»»«»«»»»»*«»«»»««*»»*»»»»»***»***»*»»**»**»******************************************

ANALYSIS OF JUDICIAL VACANCIES:
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Metzenbaum Breaches the Adoption Color Barrier
4

4

p
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children.Adpipsrpntc-^rtnptpri by 
well
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Politics & People

ty Albert R. Hunt

»> K

Mr. Metzenbaum overall adoption problem in America_Thf> 
foster care system badly needs reform 

"bathe. The current debate may

Overall, 
the average wait for adoption is more

I

[uKbjriWbrc

H itiT/il i Wit m r^iVa ffl
more black adoptive parents or, when 
possible, to place children in homes of a 
similar background.

But with the Confucian emphasis on an­
cestry and blood lines, it’s unlikely. Thus, 
the Koreans privately are rethinking this 
1996 deadline.

It’s all right to take race into consider­
ation in adoption, says Sen. Metzenbaum, 
but “don’t let that consideration ever deny 
a kid a chance to get a happy home life.”

The 77-year-old senator has been tire­
less in pushing this view, taking an idea 
that had no visible constituency and cre­
ating a support base. “He called me, set 
up a lunch, found out more facts and then 
organized us all," says American Univer­
sity’s Prof. Simon, who despite her right- 
of-center political views has been awed 
by the liberal Democrat: “If it weren’t 
for Howard Metzenbaum's initiative, his 
making people work together, this would 
not be happening.

The transracial adoption issue, as im- 

have prevented just “undue delays” in 
transracial adoptions was deleted by the 
Ohio Democrat when it became clear 
that it could have the effect of codifying 
some of the practices he was seeking to 
change.)

This is an assault on the position of the' 
National Association of Black Social 
Workers, whose leadership two decades 
ago assailed transracial adoptions as a 
“blatant form of racial and cultural geno­
cide.” This view has come to dominate 
many adoption agencies throughout the 
country. “This new racism holds that it is 
better for black children to wait in foster 
care twice as long with less chance of ex­
iting through adoption because of the 
color of their skin,” charges Carol Statute 
Bevan, director of public policy for the Na­
tional Council for Adoption.

“It outrages me that poor little kids suf­
fer because of the views of some social 
workers," Sen. Metzenbaum declares. But 
the politics have been simple: The black 
social workers made this a litmus test of 

the government later said it wants to 
phase out al) foreign adoptions by 1996.

than 2 Mi years, and minority kids wait up 
to five years.

What the Metzenbaum bill says basi­
cally is that adoption agencies no longer 
can discriminate against prospective 
parents because of race. If all things are 
equal, preference can be given on the 
basis of race, but adoptions cannot be 
delayed or denied when all things are 
not equal. (An earlier version that would 

and government probably ought to_nffer 
es to faciiitate more adop- 

nity, many conservatives don’t lose a lot of 
sleep over anything that’s transracial, and 
kids don’t vote. ’ •

But Sen. Metzenbaum, whose liberal 
credentials are impeccable, not only per­
severed but rounded up important allies, 
including prominent African-Americans. 
The bill is supported by the Children's 
Defense Fund, the chief Senate co-spon­
sor is Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun of Illi­
nois, and key House supporters include , 
Alan Wheat of Missouri and Kweisi 
Mfume, who heads the congressional 
Black Caucus. “I’ve caught some grief on 
this,” says Rep. Mfume, a Maryland De­
mocrat. “But I’ve seen a lot of kids who 
have been denied the opportunity to be 
adopted, and that breaks your heart.”

Indeed, the arguments against transra­
cial adoptions are based, says Rita Simon, 
an American University< sociologist who 

nority health bill. This soon will go to 
conference with the House, which hasn’t 
acted on the adoption segment. There 
are a lot of procedural hurdles, but 
Howard Metzenbaum’s aggressive, even 
abrasive, manner makes it an even bet 
for enactment.

The struggle over this issue tells a lot 
about the way political correctness distorts 
racial situations, as well as a lot about the 
difficulties of the legislative process and 
the value of a forceful advocate.

America available for adnntinn: blacks 
nf tho pnpiilajtinn

has studied this issue for years, almost en­
tirely on "ideology and rhetoric.”

A massive four-year study, funded in 
part by the National Institute of Mental 
Health, dramatically refuted these criti­
cisms. It found that adolescents, adopted 
RS hs mentally healthy as bio­

Sen. Howard Metzenbaum is a persis­
tent pain in the neck. As a result, thou­
sands of little kids are likely to have a bet­
ter life.

The Ohio Democrat, who’s retiring 
this year, is spending a lot of his final 
days pushing a measure to prevent 
racial discrimination in adoption. After 
working on it for more than a decade, 

* Sen. Metzenbaum finally secured Senate 
passage this spring of the transracial 
adoption measure as part of a larger mi­

Ml

accepted practice to look for similar cul­
tures, backgrounds, religions and race __ ___________ ______
between birth parents and adopted par- be helping: “Howard Metzenbaum de- 
ents. Transracial adoptions clearly work, serves enormous credit for starting an
but that doesn’t mean that there important dialogue on adoption," says
shouldn’t be incentives to try to recruit Susan Coxe, director of development for 

Holt International Children’s Services.
The three-term Ohio Democrat is a gut 

fighter who, as always, will be involved 
This is equally applicable in interna- in a number of high visibility fights as

tional adoptions. Over the past 40 years the 103rd Congress draws to a close, in-
the biggest influx of foreign adoptees has eluding the Stephen Breyer nomination to
been from Korea (my wife and I have a the Supreme Court, the striker replace-
five-year-old Korean daughter). But when ment bill, and occupational safety and
this became publicized during the Seoul health legislation. But, he admits, his
Olympics it embarrassed Koreans, and heart really is in the transracial adoption

bill. “I don’t have the same emotional in- 
_ . . volvement in the others; this is the one I

That would be fine, even desirable, if want to make absolutely certain passes.” 
the Koreans would adopt their own kids. Go to it, Howard.

logicali

adjusted and still
maintain a high-dp-

tity, the study found.
There are some

prominent law school
professors at Har­
vard and elsewhere
who believe the Sen­
ate-approved legisla­
tion doesn’t go far
enough. Prof. Ran­
dall Kennedy argues
that by giving pref­
erence to an adoptive parent of the same
race, Sen. Metzenbaum “embraces mod-

political correctness iq the liberal commu- erate racial matching.”
But in the real world of adoption it’s fions. Also, adoption is one area that 
—a-j----------x,— a- . ought to"unite the polarized sides in the
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May 25, 1994

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

TO:

May 25, 1994DATE:

To congratulate Jay Bradford on his May 24th primary victory.PURPOSE:

501/535-6161 (Campaign HQ - after 2:00 p.m.)CONTACT
NUMBER:

Joan Baggett, Political Affairs 
Reta J. Lewis, Political Affairs

Note: Phone numbers for other Arkansas primary winners are attached for 

your information.

Fourth district Democratic congressional nominee and 
state Senator Jay Bradford

REC.
BY:

Bradford will face incumbent Representative Jay Dickey in the 
general election. The National Committee for an Effective 
Congress (NCEC) has rated the fourth congressional district race a 
"toss up" in 1994.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

BACKGROUND: State Senator Jay Bradford defeated state Representative John 
Parkerson and businessman James McDougal in the Democratic 
primary with approximately 54 percent of the vote. Parkerson 
ended the primary race in second place with approximately 24 
percent of the vote, with McDougal placing third in the race with 22 
percent. Bradford was widely considered the likely winner going 

into Tuesday’s primary election.
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June 22,1994

I 0

Si

Janice Graham Hirschberg

Janice Graham Hirschberg
5804 Madaket Road 

Bethesda, Maryland 20816

The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Last night we talked again about the school to work initiative. (I am tenacious!) 
School to work is a wonderful idea, as far as it goes. However, it's designed to 
work from the bottom up. Therefore, nothing about the current construct will 
encourage the "Jeff Hirschberg's" of this country to send their children to 
technical college. To them, anything less than having their child get a four-year 
degree is an embarrassment Yet, these education elitists send their children to 
college to the tune of $100,000; and they graduate with no skills and cannot 
obtain jobs (even though their parents have connections). Therefore, my 
suggestion - and goal in life - is to work the solution from both ends, especially 
from the top down. We can partially address the problem by including in the 
curriculum of a four-year college the ability to also acquire a technical skill. That 
way, the Jeff Hirschberg's of this country get a return on their investment

The passage of NAFTA has made it even more important that our country be 
technically trained; and with middle management jobs disappearing, it makes 
sense that our college graduates leave college with a technical skill that is 

compatible with their other degree.

I have discussed the matter with one of the administrators of the school to work 
program in Milwaukee and have spent a great deal of time thinking about this 
subject because, as you know, I am technically trained.

We need an "Ambassador of Technical Training to the U. S. Education System". 

I would like to be that person.

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEE^
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The attached has been circulated 
to the Vice President and 
relevant staff.

Ok-byt— WmA
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WASHINGTON
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June 28, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

RELATIONS WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPSSUBJECT:

The purpose of this memorandum is to place this controversy in a 
broader context and to suggest a strategic response that would 
reflect your long-held convictions, enhance the dignity of the 
presidency, and contribute to a more productive public dialogue.

BILL GALSTON
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
ALEXIS HERMAN
LINDA LADER

In recent weeks, the relationship of religious groups with the 
Republicans and with your administration has become a focal-point 
of public discussion. The victories of Oliver North in Virginia 
and Allen Quist in Minnesota and events at the Texas Republican 
convention have triggered speculation about a "religious right" 
takeover of the Republican party. Meanwhile, continuing 
controversy over such issues as abortion, gay rights, and freedom 
of religious exercise and expression have led some religious 
conservatives to accuse your administration of being indifferent 
or even hostile to religion. Statements by administration 
officials and party spokesmen have proved to be flash-points. 
Just last week, eighty-seven Republican House members demanded 
that you force the resignation of Surgeon-General Elders, while 
all forty-four Republican Senators asked you to repudiate remarks 
by Rep. Vic Fazio critical of the "Christian radical right."

During your presidential campaign, you brought people together 
around an agenda that successfully integrated economic and moral 
concerns. Mew, nnre again, you have,an opportunity to unitg 

-hi '7.p>nc; of good will around corp pr i ncinlgK. Your 
administration and the Democratic party must seize the high 
ground of our historic tolerance for Americans of—many faiths — 
and of no faith. But there is a right way and a wrong way to 
oppose intolerance. We cannot allow our attack on extremism to 
become, or even to be perceived as, an attack on sincere 
religious conviction and on the participation of the faithful in 
our public life. We should not give our adversaries an opening 
to portray your administration as hostile to religion. While 
vigorously opposing bigotry cloaked in the language of piety, we 
need a sustainable longterm strategy for diminishing the sense of 
distance from your administration now experienced by many 
believers who are not extremists. This is an opportunity for 
presidential leadership--and statesmanship--that should not be 
missed.
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Background and context

1.

2.

3.

4.

The current debate over the political role of conservative 
religious groups is framed by four large facts.

Starting during the Carter administration, many 
evangelical Protestants and moderate-to-conservative Catholics 
migrated to the Republican party. That trend is not likely to be 
reversed any time soon. In 1992, an unpopular Republican 
incumbent not particularly trusted by the right wing of his own 
party nonetheless managed to garner 62 percent of the vote among 
white born-again Christians.

But the broader history of 1992 is instructive. The Republican 
convention crossed the line from traditional morality to 
intolerance, alarming moderates in both parties. At the same 
time, while you adopted forthright positions on a number of 
controversial social issues, your campaign sent important signals 
nf your openness to faith communities. Your emphasis on the nee3 
for the rebuilding of our society through increased personal 
responsibility and firmer faith as well as common action conveyed 
your vivid awareness of moral and social decline and helped 
diminish the intensity of opposition to your candidacy, even 
among those who supported your adversaries. In short, you 
reached out to religious traditionalists in a way that enhanced 
the depth and legitimacy of your eventual victory. It is now 
time to renew and extend that endeavor.

Despite the predictions of generations of sociologists, 
the United States has not moved toward increased secularization. 
We remain (bv a wide margin) fhA most intansaly religious of all 
the industrial democracies, with levels of belief and observance 
five to ten times higher than in many European countries.

Because so many American faiths were born in dissent from 
orthodoxy and flight from persecution, and because our faith is 
so vigorously diverse, deep religious conviction in this country 
has typically gone hand-in-hand with an equally deep commitment 
to religious toleration. In the long run, American religious and 
political leaders pay a steep price when they cross the line 
dividing tolerance from intolerance.

Most Americans believe that the moral foundation of our 
society has eroded dangerously over the past generation. (When 
asked in a Newsweek poll earlier this ponth whether the United 
States is in a "moral and spiritual decline," 76 percent of 
respondents answered affirmatively.) For many, organized 
peligion provides both a vocabulary for critiriTinn this decline 
and an institutional means of resisting it. Others who disagree 
with the answers offered by religious conservatives believe that 
they are at least addressing the right questions. Political 
Leaders who are seen as insufficiently concerned about and 
responsive to this perception of social decay will increasingly 
be regarded as out of touch and irrelevant.
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Reaching out to religious communities

1.

2.

3.

fchnnlrl inc-ict

4.

5.

To the maximum extent possible, those responsible for6.
fashioning political tactics should act in coordination with your 
overall strategy. If we are not careful, shortterm "red meat"

recommend.

Conclusion

As part of a strategy for reaching out to religious communities, 
we recommend the following steps:

rhetoric could drown out the longterm approach we

You should review, revise, and sign the attached letter to 
the Republicans Senators.

An informal White House working group has recently been 
nrgani7Pri tn mnnitnr 1 pg-j slative, regulatory, and judicial 
activities of the administration of concern to organized-^ 
reliqio'nl Some more regular mechanism needs to be estab 1 ished to 
carry this work forward. Its principal purpose would be to 
anticipate and ward off potential problems rather than (as is so 
often the case right now) responding to them defensively after 

the fact.

Strong faith is an enduring strand of American life. But its 
intensity waxes and wanes in response to broad social conditions. 
In general, periods of ranid economic, and social change engender 
anxiety that can trigger upsurges of religious fervor. This was 
the case in the 1920s, and it is true today.We are living 

Criticisms of specific statements and actions of specific 
conservative religious leaders are of course appropriate and 
justified. But you should send clear signals to your appointees 
that statements that can be interpreted as general criticisms of 
religious conservatives, or of the role of religion in pubfig. 

—aie nul in the best interests of our country or of your 
piesidenuy

Last year's events such as breakfasts with religious
leaders proved highly effective in building bridges to their 
communities and generated much positive media coverage. You 

nn rognming scheduling such events on a regulfjr 
has-i s_ at ipast nnro a mnrith, mnrp. often if possible—and bolster
them with personal meetings and interviews with seTected 

religious media.

You should continue to speak out frequently on issues such
as personal responsibility, teen pregnancy, parental duties, 
service to nation and rnmm.jnity, tho fnrmatinn of good character 

np.sded to sustain a decent society, and the role of faith in otk 
,public life. Don Baer should be asked to formulate a plan for 
building' on the values-oriented speeches you delivered in May, 
and you should consider devoting a major address to the role of 
religion in public life.



through a period of economic and social dislnrati-op that many 
Americans are exnp.riencina as confusing and alarminci. Not 
surprisingly^ they are looking for sources of stability and 

security.

For many, conservative faith communities are providing structures 
of meaning and human connprtinn nn..innjar raiiahiy availahlp. Jn 
families, neighborhoods, and workplaces. We may not agree with 
much of what they are saying and doing. But we must publicly 
articulate the very real concerns to which they are pointing, and 
we must advance our own responses to them. Ceding this terrain 
to our adversaries in the name of shortterm tactical 
considerations would be a blunder of significant--perhaps 
historic--proportions.
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Draft Presidential response to the Republican Senators

Dear X:

no

Thank you for your letter of June 22, which raises issues of 
central importance for every American. I am in full agreement 
that a candidate's religious beliefs are not a basis for 
questioning his or her fitness for public office. Indeed, 
principle is more firmly rooted in our history and laws.

For centuries, our country has enjoyed a unique tradition of 
religious liberty. Members of every faith have been able to 
profess their deepest convictions and carry out the precepts that 
flow from those convictions. Free exercise for every faith, 
establishment for none, a prohibition on religious tests for 
public office--these tenets are the foundation of the rights we 
cherish, and of our entire constitutional tradition. Enshrined 
in the hearts of our citizens, this tradition has allowed our 
country to enjoy a religious life unparalleled in its vigor and 
diversity. It was to safeguard and strengthen this tradition 
that I was proud to sign into law the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, which my administration will vigorously enforce.

Because religion in our country is so diverse and so publicly 
engaged, tolerance is an indispensable virtue, among individuals 
and among faith communities. Tolerance rests on mutual respect 
across our differences. It requires that we refrain from 
coercion to resolve those differences. And tolerance reinforces 
what we share despite our differences--the very foundation of our 
constitutional faith, a full and equal citizenship under law.

We Americans have never believed that faith is a purely private 
matter. Faith can lead to action, and the voices of many faiths 
have always been part of our nation's public dialogue. It is 
entirely appropriate for those voices to attempt to persuade 
others, and to craft policies that reflect the principles on 
which we come to agree through unfettered debate. The place of 
religion in our civic life extends well beyond public dialogue. 
Faith strengthens the bonds of family and community, and it helps 
shape the good character of citizens without which we cannot hope 
to be a decent society.

This is why I have often said that in our public life, freedom of 
religion does not and cannot mean freedom from religion. This is 
why I do not believe that Americans want, or the Constitution 
requires, the total secularization of our workplaces and 
communities.
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T epudiate it whenever it i 
»uU^c*^4aju ,

peatedly Against intolera

rLnistration to adhere to the highest standards < 
JT*rhose who oppose my administration should do

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

(jSVxjAk TUx

Sharp, vigorous debate is the lifeblood of our democracy. But 
there is a line between the frank articulation of differences and 
personal attacks on individuals or groups. Public discourse that 
demonizes opponents.frays the social fabric and impedes the vital 
search for common gtound on the issues our nation must address. 
I call upon all Am^icans of good will to refrain from this kind 
of rhetoric and to [repudiate it whenever it is employed.

I have spoken out repeatedly Against intolerance and bigotry of 
every kind, and I will continue to do so. I expect every member 
of my administration to adhere to the highest standards of 
tolerance J}(**rhose who oppose my administration should do 

likewise. The alternative to a new birth of tolerance in our 
public life is the continued erosion of the people's faith in our 
capacity for responsible self-government. Surely a pervasive 
cynicism about leaders and institutions of every kind is not the 
legacy we want to bequeath to the next generation. But that is 
where we are heading, unless we abandon the politics of mutual 
^annihi-lafeioft- and refocus our energy on the real and urgent 

problems our nation faces.
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The Honorable
Preeldant of ijhh United States

1500 Pennsyivi 
Washington, D

rsJ7 :< cejuBrxs or those, who use terms athing Christian radical right.- and who cheapen 
democracy through religious bigotry. cheapen

' Sincerely,

SENT BY:Xerox Telecocier 7020 J. J-24^-94 
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^aBN:VIT?’r ela=40n8 d«w closer, Americans will be 
looking to Republican and Democrat candidates to discuss their

J®?!.®? feathaiJan9B\f??ing our country. And we believe 
Rebate of our differences on issues like health 
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ot good for America, however, is quastioning a 
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Of attack® tMd by Al Smith in 1928 and
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n repudiating the remarks of those, who use terms

••v What is 
candidate's f 
bMiefa. An< 
of your party 
bring to mind 
John Kennedy

Mr. Pres, 
the need for 
religion in t 
join with us . 
like "fire-br 
our

looking to Re

that a frank

I

William Clinton

The White Houie) 
nla Avenue 
C.



/

2024556221-SENL.B^e.rox Telecopier NO. 965

A

i

*

QA P
y

^LA

■k

h

62878;» 2 
>22

I

Zl<7

/ ■
t/ t

7020 : 5-24-84 I 3:58AM : 
«.»rum -> cc^“3ae«ifl

-------------------------

L/U

^-C

^xgx^^ju, klx£**b

I

ypimp"



Yate: 06/24/94 Time�- 15:56 

GOP House Members Seek Elders' Resignation 

WASHINGTON (AP) Eighty-seven GOP House members sought the 
resignation of Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders on Friday, 
escalating a conflict over Democrats' attacks on right-wing 
Republicans. 

The Republicans' letter to President Clinton came two days after 
Elders, according to newspaper accounts, referred to the 
··un-Christian religious right'' and added, ··we've got to be
strong to take on those people who are selling our children out in 
the name of religion.''

The letter did not specifically mention these remarks but they 
were cited often at a news conference by Rep. Cliff Stearns, 
R-Fla., author of the letter, other lawmakers and spokesmen for
conservative Christian organizations.

··she should be using this office to fight sickness and disease
and not using this office to fight parents and churches,'' Stearns 
said. 

The letter said Elders ··has not chosen to utilize her position 
to advance the general health and welfare of all Americans, but 
rather to advocate views antithetical to the majority of 
citizens. ' 

Elders' press spokesman could not immediately be reached for 
comment. 

On Thursday, 44 Senate Republicans wrote Clinton asking him to 
repudiate remarks that reflect religious bigotry. That letter came 
after Rep. Vic Fazio of California, chairman of the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee, criticized the rise of the 
radical right in Republican politics. 

On Friday, President Clinton criticized evangelical Christian 
broadcasters, mentioning Jerry Falwell by name. Clinton said he was 
getting tired of being pounded by the right wing. ··r•m going to be 
far more aggressive,'' he said. 

At the news conference outside the Capitol, Rep. F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr., R-Wis., said Elders had ··forfeited her right to 
be surgeon general of the United States.'' 

The letter denounced Elders for her remarks that the Boy and 
Girl Scouts discriminated against homosexuals, that the 
legalization of narcotics should be considered and that girls 
should take condoms when they go on dates. 

··whether one agrees with these statements or not, and I suspect
that the majority of Americans do not, they clearly serve to divide 
Americans rather than unite us behind our common interest in public 
health and welfare,'' the Stearns letter said. 
APNP-06-24-94 1555EDT 
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July 5, 1994

MR. PRESIDENT:
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We have forwarded copies 
of both letters to the 
NSC.

i 
X.
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WASHINGTON
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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
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June 27, 1994

20500

U.K.

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Because U.S. opportunities under the Air Services Agreement 
with the U.K. have not been enlarged, a carrier such as Delta 
must seek a code-share arrangement with a British carrier to gain 
access to Heathrow, and a carrier like Continental has urged the 
Department of Transportation to begin negotiations on increasing 
access to that same airport. The frustrations of Delta and 
Continental with the constraints of the Agreement are certainly 
shared by the undersigned, each of whom has long sought relief 
from the provisions of Bermuda II. That Agreement is (1) denying 
these carriers opportunities to operate to Heathrow from their 
hubs at Chicago, Detroit, and New York, (2) limiting the 
operation of efficient, deregulated all-cargo services, (3) 
precluding needed services to Britain's regional airports as well 
as London's alternate airports, such as Stansted, and (4) 
allowing fewer code-sharing rights for U.S. carriers than for 

airlines.

Our companies, the hundreds of thousands of U.S. workers we 
employ, and the communities in which they work and reside, have 
made enormous sacrifices to transform our air carrier operations 
into the most efficient and cost effective in the world. 
Unfortunately, the agreements governing international air 
transportation have not been sufficiently modernized to allow the 
U.S. an adequate return on this national investment in 
competitiveness. And, while the British were able to use the 
transfer of Heathrow access from Pan Am and TWA in 1991 to update 
and expand U.K. carrier rights, the U.S. has still not been able 
to do the same for its carriers.

The negotiating course that has been followed to date is 
essentially a U.S. pursuit of a full and immediate liberalization 
of the Agreement. We all agree that this goal is laudable and

Air services between the United States and the United 
Kingdom constitute one of this country's largest and most 
important air transportation markets. The Air Services Agreement 
that governs access to the U.K. has been extremely controversial 
and is generally perceived, both here and in London, as unduly 
restrictive and outdated.

Each of our air carriers is anxious to gain new access to 
foreign markets. For the U.S. air transportation industry, as 
for most others, expansion of our international competitive 
abilities is critical to our long-term success.

Dear Mr. President:



'I

to such a negotiating effort.We pledge our full support

Sincerely,

Jr.

J<^h H. DartSKluJ* =
President and dfiO

^z2

The President
June 27, 1994 
Page 2

As in any commercial trade agreement, we cannot allow the 
perfect to become the enemy of the good. Holding progress and 
added competition in abeyance while we pursue an "ideal" 
agreement does not satisfy the expanding requirements of the 
traveling and shipping public, nor does it provide our carriers 
the type of practical access we need to remain competitive 
factors in an increasingly global market for air transportation 
services.

Ste$Iien/fa. Wolf

Chairman and CEO
United Air Lines, Inc.Northwest Airlines, Inc.

Frederick W. Smith
President, Chairman and CEO 
Federal Express Corporation

Chairman and CEO
Trans World Airlines, Inc.

For these reasons, we think it is important that the United 
States resume negotiations with the U.K. as soon as possible, 

i The purpose of those negotiations should be to secure for our 
\ carriers and communities those expansion opportunities that are 
\ realistically obtainable in the short run, restore a competitive 
1 parity to the basic U.S.-U.K. aviation relationship, and set the 
\ stage for progress toward a full, open skies regime in the 
future.

that U.S. efforts to achieve it have been substantial. The fact 
remains that those efforts have been unproductive. For a number 
of practical and political reasons recently described by the 
House of Commons Select Transport Committee, the U.S. objectives 
simply cannot be achieved in full. At the same time, that 
Committee was quite candid in identifying improvements which 
could and should be made, even though they might provide only 
limited usefulness for U.K. air carriers. The Committee supports 
ithose changes because they would afford substantial benefits to 
communities and consumers of both the United States and the 
[United Kingdom.
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President
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The President
June 27, 1994 
Page 3

Morris Nachtomi 
Chairman and CEO 
Tower Air, Inc.
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June 20, 1994

Mr. President:

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

LEWIS T. PRESTON 
President

At the 1992 Summit Meeting in Munich, the G-7 countries expressed concern 
about the safety of certain Soviet-designed nuclear power plants located in Eastern 
Europe (Bulgaria and Slovakia) and the former Soviet Union (Armenia, Lithuania, 
Russia and Ukraine) and called for their closure as soon as possible. In preparation 
for the 1993 Summit Meeting in Tokyo, the World Bank, in collaboration with the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the International Energy 
Agency, and the European Investment Bank, prepared energy and nuclear safety 
strategies for each of the countries concerned. For the upcoming Summit Meeting 
in Naples, the collaborating institutions were asked to provide a progress report and 

estimates for the financing requirements associated with the country programs. 
This report was provided to your officials last month.

In preparation for your consideration of the nuclear safety issue at the Naples 
Summit Meeting, I would like to highlight our concern that progress in dealing 
with the unsafe reactors has been slow and that plans for their closure by the year 
2000 are not consistent with the type and volume of official financing currently 
available. Our analyses, and our dialogue with the countries concerned, lead us to 
conclude that there is a great risk that most of the unsafe nuclear reactors will 
continue to be operated until the end of their design lives (that is well beyond the 
year 2000) unless urgent action is taken by the international community.

We believe that the countries concerned require substantial external financial 
support to enable them to advance the closure of the high risk nuclear units and to 
improve nuclear safety. The World Bank, and the international lending 
institutions collaborating in this work, stand ready to provide the financing 
necessary for conventional power generation substitutes and energy efficiency 
improvements. The export credit agencies are a further source of financing. 
However, the financing plans also require substantial concessional funds, which 

neither we nor the other banks can supply.

THE WORLD BANK
Washington, D.C. 20433 

U.S.A.
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Sincerely,

Special incentives are required because most of the countries concerned do 
not agree that advancing the closure of the high-risk nuclear units is in their best 
overall interest. In the difficult economic situahons which they face, concerns about 
the lack of tangible economic benefits from safety investments, the cost of advancing 
investments needed to replace closed nuclear capacity, and the additional burden on 
the balance-of-payments of importing conventional fuels, lead them to defer 
necessary actions on nuclear safety. Moreover, they are reluctant to undertake all of 
the investments required with debt-creating financing.

This gap between national perception and global interests might be bridged in 
time through further study and extended discussions. However, time is short. If 
the objective remains closure of the high risk nuclear plants by the year 2000, we 

/estimate that about $ 3 billion of concessional assistance for the six countries 

concerned will be needed in the next five years to help reach expeditious agreement 
on early action. A decision in principle at the Naples Summit to make substantial 

\ Iconcessional funding available for the nuclear safety programs is essential to more 

rapid progress.

The objective of closing the high-risk nuclear plants by the end of the century 
is of great importance to the world. We and the collaborating agencies believe this 
cannot be achieved without substantial additional concessional resources to 
supplement the financing available from us and the export credit agencies. The risk 
posed by these reactors is high and will increase as they age. A decision on the terms 
of the financial resources available to the countries concerned is urgent if we are to 
reach timely agreement on investments that will improve nuclear safety and 
ensure closure of the high-risk plants by the year 2000.

A first step would be the substantial replenishment of the Nuclear Safety 
Account. Calling for an early meeting of the contributors to consider a substantial 
replenishment would give an important message to the countries concerned. In 
addition, the availability of concessional funding needs to be assured in principle 
before negotiations with the countries concerned on specific energy programs and 
nuclear safety measures. The amounts required will then have to be refined in the 

context of individual country discussions.

Lewis T. Preston
President
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July 13, 1994

NOTE TO JEFF RILEY:

1.

*

Thanks.

Sharon Wagner

K

I

Also, please have inscribed to 
Kristine and Eric, her son.

i

Per Paul Richard, the President 
has already signed a photo for 
her, so an autopen will be fine 
for this one.

1
i

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON

Please handle the attached 
photo for Kristine Gebbie.



^JUL n
49

CV/V'J'L "

I

iXr t

\-.-

Gebbie

AIDS Policy
<4

N.W.
20503

L<<.

return signed photo
TO:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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The Honorable Kristine 
c/o Andrew Barrer
Office of National 
Suite 1060
750 17th Street,
Washington, DC
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

94 JJ. 1.r-'���l�jTON 

OFFICE OF TIIE STAFF SECRETARY 

Fax Transmittal Sheet 

TO: LINDA LADER 

Fax Number: 202 6384141 Phone Number: 

FROM: FRAN WESSEL 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 7/14

NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover sheet): 4 

MESSAGE: 

Ir all pages are not received, please call 202/456-2702 

The document accompanying this facsimile transmittal sheet is intended only for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. Th.is messu�e contains information which may be privileged, confidential or 
exempt from disclosure under applicahle law. If the reader of this mt!SSage is not the intended recipient, or 
the employet: or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient. you an: hereby notified 
that any disclosure, dissemination, copying or distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the 
contents of this communicution is strictly prohibited. 
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July 14, 1994

60188

Dear David:

Your

It promises to be a

See you soon.

Sincerely,

I

r*

*

I'm pleased to hear that you plan to attend the 
conference on July 29. It promises to be a 
great success.

David Neff
Executive Editor 
Christianity Today
465 Gundersen Drive 
Carol Stream, Illinois

Thanks for your note of July 1 and for sending 
the article about the recent Christian
Bookseller's Association convention.
encouragement means a lot to me.



July 1, 1994

Dear Mr. President.

Sincerely,

♦ i

t

David Neff
Executive Editor

r
(
f'

The President of the United States 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

A CHRISTIANITY TODAY PUBLICATION • 465 Gundencn Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60188 
Telephone: 708/260^200 FAX: 708/2604)114

CHRISTIANITY

Just a note of encouragement amidst all the shuffle, hassle, and flak.

I thought you might like to see the Religious News Service dispatch on 
a discussion of Christians and political involvement at the Christian 
Bookseller’s Association convention last week. That group is not quite 
as politically conservative as the National Religious Broadcasters, and 
it is certainly more thoughtful (after all, they know how to read books).

Os Guinness came to your defense, according to the report, when Cal 
Thomas and Bill Bennett took some swipes at you. (Does it take a 
British evangelical to stand up to these Yanks, or what?)

On another subject: I will be attending the White House conference on 
Character-Building for a Democratic. Civil Society on July 29.1 hope 
that event has far-reaching effects. Our society has gone too far by ex­
tending the values of tolerance and pluralism (which are appropriately 
applied to the contributions of various cultures and ethnic groups) to 
the moral realm. It is time to say to our children that it is right to be 
honest, right to be responsible, right to work hard, and right to make 
and stand by commitments. Teaching those values in our schools is the 
only road back to sanity.

L •

iu
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DENVER (RNS) — Evangelical Christians took some hits at the Christian Booksellers 
Convention here, all from other evangelical Christians.

Some evangelicals accused others, during a panel discussion Sunday, of concentrating on 
personalities instead of issues, not helping the oppressed in society, and closing out evangelicals 
who don’t agree with them on every issue.

The panel, the first of three being held during the June 25-30 convention, focused on 
religion and politics and what effect the religious right is having on the political scene in the 
United States.

More than 15,000 people are attending the meeting at the Colorado Convention Center. 
Os Guinness, author and scholar, and Jim Wallis, founder of the Sojourners Community 

in Washington, D.C., both said evangelicals need to be more open to diverse views.
Wallis contended that many in the evangelical camp have “not been invited to the table if 

they are not ideological conformists.
“Not all evangelicals are on the religious right. Many, many of us are moderates and 

progressives.”
But newspaper columnist Cal Thomas, who moderated the discussion, snapped back, 

“Better to be on the religious right than on the pagan left.”

Several talked about virtues, a subject politicians and religionists are all championing. 
“It’s fashionable now,” said Guinness, “It’s having its 15 minutes in the sun, but the real 

test will be if the subject is still being discussed 15 years from now.”

Thomas and former education secretary William Bennett, who spoke by phone from his 
home in Washington, D.C., took some swipes at President Clinton for his recent complaints 
about Rush Limbaugh and other evangelicals.

Guinness came to the president’s defense, countering claims that he is too secular to be 
authentically Christian.

“I don’t believe Bill Clinton is a hypocrite,” Guinness said. “A lot of Christians attack 
him mercilessly... but you haven’t seen a secularist president yet.”

Asked if the religious right is slipping, Bennett said it is sounder than it was 10 years ago 
because it is keeping the values issue alive.

But Guinness said the religious right is in a state of “desperation, panic, alarm and fear. 
It’s portraying itself as a small pers^uted minority, which is psychologically disastrous and 
politically ineffective.”

Michael Horton, founder of Christians United for Reformation, chastised evangelicals for 
adopting the agenda of society.

“Christianity is in danger of being confused with the American culture; worse, with the 
white, suburban, middle-class American culture.

“We either lionize presidents, like Reagan, or demonize them, like Clinton. Evangelicals 
have lost their theological ballast. They should stick to the issues.”

Horton also blasted evangelicals who “write books about marriage while their marriages are 
breaking up,” accused them of having one-sixth of the abortions they work so hard to eradicate, and 
quoted a Gallup poll which indicates that while evangelicals are pressing to reinstate the use of the 
10 Commandments in school, most evangelicals can’t even name them all.

Wallis focused on the oppressed, saying racism, the breakdown of the family, and loss of 
hope are the critical issues for the churches.

“When our children are planning their funerals instead of their future,” he said, “we have 

a problem.”

6-29-94
Evangelicals on left and right clash at booksellers convention

By Virginia Culver
Special to Religious News Service


