














DRAFT 6/6/94

Mr. Joseph A. Califano, Jr.

Chairman and President

Center on Addiction and Substancc Abuse
at Columbia University

152 West S7th Streect

New York, NY 10019

Dear Joe:

I want you to know how plcased J am to have Attorney General Reno and the Department
of Justicc join the Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University
(CASA) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation in an important partnership cstablishing
a multi-site, national demonstration program for ex-addicts/ex-offendcrs. This is the kind
of effort I had in mind when I announced my Administration’s drug policy in Ycbruary.

Opportunity to Succeed (OPTS) exemplifies my Administration’s belief that targeting
chronic hard-core drug users who are under the supervision of criminal authoritics can help
them become productive, taxpaying members of society. As I said at Prince Georgc's
County Corrcctional Center in announcing our drug strategy, drug abuse and addiction is
a very human problem which must be dcalt with person by person and that is what OPTS
seeks to do. Empowering communities to provide treatment and offer scrvices so cx-
offcnders can choose to stand on their own two feet is not only more cost cffcctive than
incarceration, but will help reduce recidivism and crime.

I congratulate you and CASA for undertaking this innovative effort that, if successful, will
help shape our federal policies and programs, as well as assist communities across the

country.,

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton






































































































