































































































































































































Walter Nelson
2005 lzard St.
Little Rock, Arkansas 72206

4/21/94
Dear Bill,

I'm sending this information, concerning our conversation after
the town meeting in Kansas City.

Please!! For my sake & Mr. Ables, look at this packet very closely,
especially the highlighted area.

After reviewing these packets, we would like to come to D.C. or
wherever feasible for you & Hillary.

Mr. Ables would like to pursue this matter under the statutes of the
old Lincoln Law, on behalf of himself and the U.S. Government.

Mr. Ables has more documents, that | have viewed and know that
you & your wife would love to see. | know you would also like to speak
to Mr. Ables face to face to get the details that | cannot put in writing.

Yours Truly,
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Walter Nelson
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The Clinton Timber Plan

proach to the Northwest timbering problem

was to refuse to enforce the law. No matter
that in other contexts these were ardent law-and-
order advocates. To comply with the endangered
spedes and other federal environmental statutes,
the timber harvest.in the Northwest's remaining
mostly federal old-growth forests would have had
to be reduced, and neither administration was
willing to do it. The failure to carry out the law was
kicked to the courts, where a federal judge re-
sponded by enjoining any timbering on the relevant
lands until either the law was changed or a plan to
conform to it was presented.

The Clinton administration has now construc-
tively done what neither of its predecessors would
and submitted such a plan. It’s a good proposal It
appears to be scientifically based and well within
the envelope of the law. By cutting the harvest
sharply, the administration says it would likely save
the threatened species—most famously, the north-
emn spotted owl—and the forest ecosystem of
whose health the species are the emblem.

Certain environmentalists—not all—are none-
theless opposed, or so they say. Their goals are
more protection and less timbering. They may
yet be able to influence the proposal around the
margins. If they go beyond that to block it, we
think they will do their own good cause a disser-
vice. The environmental groups like to speak of
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sustainable development and, in the case of
timbering, sustainable yield. They should think in
similar terms with regard to the remedies they
seek. This is about as good a plan as either the
law requires or they are likely to get from any
administration. If they manage to kill it, they risk
doing what the industry wants and sending the
issue back to Congress for resolution. That way
lies a likely weakening of the very laws the
environmestalists want to uphold.

The industry should also lay off, though of
course it won’t. Timbering jobs were already in
decline in the Northwest for any number of
reasons—not least the overcutting of the forests
and decline of the resource itself. The region
already needed to quicken the diversification of
its economy; the administration proposes to pro-
vide some extra funds to help the process along.

There’s a lot of talk these days that the
administration has lost its cutting edge on envi-
ronmental issues, if ever it had one. But the
Clinton people have set out to solve with intelli-
gent compromises any number of major environ-
mental problems. Their proposals range from a
more protective regimen with regard to federal
grazing lands to a wiser allocation of California
water and a plan to begin the restoration of the
Florida Everglades. The timber proposal is an-
other. Like too many of the rest, it needs to be
saved from its nominal friends.
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