









































The release of the study comes 6n the heels of growing bipartisan support for the marketing Joan cap
legislation on Capitol Hill. Last week, Congressman Wes Watkins, a Republican from Oklahoma,
introduced a bill to remove the caps on the loan rates, Senator Tom Daschle and Congressman
Gephardt have also offered similar legislation.

Swenson was joined at the news conference by:

—~John Hanson, President, Nebraska Farmers Union,

—Keith Dittrich, President, American Corn Growers Association;

--Gene Paul, President, National Farmers Organization;

—Bill Christison, President, National Family Farm Coalition; and

--Betty Puckett, Board Member, National Catholic Rural Life Conference.

National Farmers Union is a general farm organiastion representing nearly 300,000 family farmers and
ranchers nationwide. NFU serves its membership by assisting with education, by providing stimulus
and know-how for farmer-owned cooperatives, and by presenting the organization's policies to
lawmakers at the local, state and national levels.

-30.

NFU on the Internet: http://www.nfu.org
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Rezor: t0 the Oresident’3 Inicanve on Qacs Lanra =ar=s. Senior Consultane

As I have indicatad Tibal govenmets COnSERe 1 3pecai ispec: of federaiism thar is Jrde cown

or zocrty undesstood. The U.S. 3as created a svszem dks 20 other in the world. Crarted, tisa
svstem :hat is not persect, dut it does cresent 1 mcede! Sor sther scumTes loolc._g 10 Se inciusive
of secple of diferent -acai and sthmc grcugs wio ire Zamarding their placs i the sun 1s
poirteaily and suituraily surcnomcus ;eogles.

To reiteraze, lack of xaowiedge by the average Amesican cnzen about people of color fosters
racsm Narive Americans are mare advessely afected Jv a lack of xaowledge than other peopie
of color mn the United Stares because Tipes are governme=ts. Because informaron ibout Tibai
goveramenrs i3 20t 2aught in our efucaton system, most Americans 4o nct und=tard the unique
soversign stanus of Jioal goveraments. Thos lack of mowiedge =auses ccmfusicn. misinrfcrmaticn
and misunderstanding which lead to confics and disTust. Many decision-makers at ail leveis of
governr=em creare and implement soiicy without 2 il understanding of =ital sovereignry.

Mor= than any other U.S. President. President Cizten has ncressed awaremess acout =ioai
govermments Within his Admuniszaten. Thrcugh Zxecutve Orders and Memcrancums, President
Clintcn 2as mandated that 2ach {ederal department and agency work with ices cn 2 3overar-ent-
to-governmert -asis. He aiso crzated the Tribal Govemmezt Task-force under ie Domestc
Policy Councii to dezer zcordizars Tipal initadves throughcut 2is AdminisTadon.

Unrortunately, like most Americans, goverament ofEcals often do not have a working mowiedge
of the rights and jurisdicZcns of Tibai Zovernmments. Tntai regresenuarives and [ndian
orgamzaticns spend a grear deal of drme and resources sSucacng sach zew Admimstragon. 10
further strengthen these imgoriant inicatives and Indian joiicy statements, [ recommend that the
Presicent direct each degar=eT o develop guideiizes for carmying out gover=merm-:o-
govermment reiarons. Deparzmentaj Indian zolicy stater=eats and zuideiines regarding
intergoveramental interacdon with Tides shculd be instruticnalized throughcur the Executive
Branck to astaciish durabiiity and consistency and :0 munimize the Jead ‘or Tibes 0 educate new
federal oScials every four years.

[ alsc reccmmend that Presidexnt Clinton make educazcn apout Native Americans a aational
priority. Through ke 3ocd offcss of the Waute Zcuse, the P-asidest ccuid 2occurags teackers,
schocis, and universites :c adopt apprepriale cursiceium, and textbook pubiisners o inccrporate
accurate inforrmanon acout moder wipal goverzments. In addinon, the White House or the
Presidear’ s Ininacve on Race could sponscer briedngs or mainsrea sress and media on
contemnporary Tnbal America. Also, the President cculd requirs s Cabmner, arcd chailenge
Memcers of Congress, o sducazs themselves ibcut Tibal zovermments’ role ‘n :de ‘ederal svsis.
In fact, it was suggested nat Natve American affars sould e incarporatsd intc the standard
orienuaccn r al! new Memiers of Congress and the Caoiner. Finally, President Clinten couid
estabiisn a sermanernt, instrutional mecharusm that weuic contigue after hus Admumistation TF
govc:-..z.—.er::-:c-gCVcr:' 2ent inteTacticn Deraesn the tnTal goverzrments and federai agezcizs One
panticicant & 2 2[R Jdiscussicn on race acdvocazed using Prasidezt Limden Jonnsca's Catiner-wide
Indian Cppcrunices Counci as 2 mede! icr intergevernmestal (nteracicn.
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Tribal leadess Qurther suggested thar she PTR and the Presiderr hoid regianal meetmgs 30 2ar
Nagve Americans couid parcctare on 1 more grassroots level. [ -scommend thar ?resident
Climron parzcipate ‘o sucl a discussion i an Indian sorrmumry.

There are many other issues thar Tatai America 3ces due "0 the injustcss of acsm [ have
fbcised on the main topic thar Narve Americans preyeted to me over and ove again durng the
past year. Tabal govenmenrs are ot respexiad a3 govermmenrs becquse of ignarance. I offer
recommendarions that address this problem. Most of these recommendations were comtricuted by
pardcipants atr offical PIR meetngs.

My personal commiore=r t0 ght ;acsta comes frcm the Comanche vaiues my mother has
mstiled :n our Amily. In Tadigdonal Comanche society, small Zmmiiy Zroues or bands T3veied
througnout the Southern Plains. Eacl memoer of the grocup was imrorsant 0 the overail weil-
being of the and. Comancies understanc the Jundamenral <uth that 2vervbocy 71as scmezhing 0
conmicute 0 scciety. Whaen seopie are nct aforded the 9ppormumry 0 cormcute 0 their
commurates ard Jardcipare in 2 meaningtul way, 3oth the indivicuai ind the z=mirs socery suffer

I have ‘ound my sardcitadon on the Racs [nitiadve verv rewarding, [ aave !earmed 2 lot Som the
many pecpie I 2ave enccuntersd duriag the vear. [ have come to realize thar thers is a0 “Incdian
Probiem™ or “Black Proolem.” Inst=ad, there is an oprortuniry 1o leara Fom one another and 0
ccme togezher as One America 1 recognize the aeed “or ail Amesicans o0 be part of creatng
soiutons to racial disciminarnion The Preside=t’s Imifacve on Racs zammce provide “the answer,”
but, instead, omst Jelp ccmomumtes artculate the chailenge=s and wark with ail Amer: 0
mcve toward a diverse bur united cocuary.

When all members of sociery 9nd ways 10 paracipate and conmibute (0 cur socizty, We lear =0
accert others’ poirts of view. Tras accectancs of seople who are differsat Tom ourselves zets us
past racism.  The right ard oppermunity or Americans o te derent is a great Yoon for
democacy and federalism. [t is only tircugh the celebradon of our diversity thar we can truly
become One 4dmerica.

(VY]





























































































































