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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

e o
P A COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY GE Tl IC o
:,’i‘ 13 WASHINGTON, D C. 20503 ) '
%’H. _sl\f‘\h
July 29, 1998
AMERICAN HERITAGE RIVERS EVENT

DATE: July 30, 1998

LOCATION: New River. West Jefferson. North Carolina

TIME: 12:20pm - 1:40pm

FROM: Kathleen A. McGinty yyT’ for =

I: PURPOSE

Il

You are officially designating 14 American Heritage Rivers across the country. The
communities along these rivers will receive help over the next five years tapping federal
resources to carry' out their plans for revitalizing their rivers and riverfronts.

The designations cover the Blackstone and Woonasquatucket Rivers (MA, RI),
Connecticut River (CT, VT, NH, MA). Cuyahoga River (OF), Detroit River (MI),
Hanalei River (HI), Hudson River (NY), Lower Mississippt River (LA, TN), Upper
Mississippi River (IA, IL, MN, MO, WI), New River (NC, VA, WV), Rio Grande (TX),
Potomac River (DC, MD, PA, VA, WV), St. Johns River (FL), Upper Susquehanna-
Lackawanna Watershed (PA), and Willamette River (OR).

BACKGROUND

In your 1997 State of the Union address, you announced the American Heritage Rivers
initiative to recognize and reward local efforts to restore and protect America’s
waterways. The response was overwhelming. The Administration received 126
nominations from 46 states and the District of Columbia. Nearly 200 members of
Congress. over 500 mayors, and 21 governors expressed their support for the initiative.

Last month the American Heritage Rivers Advisory Committee recommended ten rivers
for your designation, and encouraged you to consider additional designations. As you
know, you chose to add four designations for a total of fourteen. The Vice President
announced the selections on Monday at the White House, and today you are making the
official designations. To amplify the message, members of the Cabinet will be
participating in events in many of the designated river communities.

You will be traveling to the New River which, despite its name, is geologically the oldest
river in North America. The work of the communities along the New River exemplifies
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local efforts to restore and protect the cultural, historic, environmental, and economic
values of their rivers. The rural character of the area has cultivated a unique mix of
American values: while there are many families living below the poverty line. there is
relatively little economic disparity, small farms are common. big business is minimal.
natural areas are still relatively intact, and there is a genuine sense of community. The
New River epitomizes Thomas Jefferson’s dream for a “small farm America’ -- and it is
that dream that the community hopes American Heritage Rivers designation can help

preserve.

For each American Heritage River, a federal employee will be designated as a "River
Navigator" to help communities identify federal programs and resources to help carry out
their plans. Federal agencies will also make field staff available to help match
community needs with available resources.

All other communities that submitted nominations will be encouraged to continue their
river restoration efforts. Each will be invited to a symposium this fall to exchange ideas
with other communities and to learn about government and private resources that can
help.

PARTICIPANTS
Event participants
The Vice President, Governor James Hunt, Congressman Richard Burr. Erskine Bowles.

Sheila Morgan

PRESS PLAN
Open Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
NOTE: There will be a pre-program

- Offstage announcement of Governor James Hunt, Representative Richard Burr,
Erskine Bowles, and Sheila Morgan;

- Offstage announcement of YOU and the Vice President;

- Representative Burr makes brief welcoming remarks and introduces Erskine
Bowles;

- Erskine Bowles makes brief remarks and introduces Governor James Hunt;
- Govemor James Hunt makes brief remarks and introduces the Vice President;

- The Vice President- makes brief remarks and introduces Sheila Morgan:
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- Sheila Morgan huakes brief remarks and introduces YOU;

- YOU make remarks;

- You proceed to the desk and sign the American Heritage Rivers proclamation:
- You work a ropeline and depart.

Vi.  REMARKS
To be provided by speechwriting

VII.  ATTACHMENT
-Background on river designations
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