








































































































































































































£, o - > S Head Start

The Clinton Administration has made the expansion and improvement of Head Start a top priority over the last three
years. Head Startis a provea success, providing children a step up in their educational and social development.

o Funding for Head Start has grown $1.78 billion over the past four years, from $2.2 billion in 1992 to
$3.98 billion in FY 1997, an increase of more than 80 percent. The FY97 expansion was the first
time that funds were used to build partuerships with child eare providers to deliver fullday and full-
year Head Start services. This innovative approach will also stregthen the quality of both Head Start
and child care sexrvices while belping welfare families move from welfare to work. President Clinzon
also proposed a $324 million increase for FY 1998 to serve 36,000 more children with a balanced
budget goal to serve ncarly 1 million children in 2002.

0 In 1995, the Clinton Administration launched the "Early Head Start® program. These grantees will
expand the proven bepefits of early childhood development to low income families with children
under three and to pcegnant women. The purpose of these projects is to enhance children’s cognitive,
social, emotional and physical development; assist parents in fulfilling their parental roles; and belp
parents move toward self-sufficiency. In FY 1997, approximately 27,000 infants and toddlers will be
scrved by Early Head Start and other similar programs.

o With program expansions, there must also be concern for program integrity. Under recently-passed
reauthorization legislation, Head Start programs with management problems now have a clear time
limit to improve gperadions or face termination. To this end, HHS has invested over $500 million
since 1992 im quality improvements to cosure that every Head Start program works as well as it
should. HHS also proposed new performance standards that will be casier and more flexible for
centers to use, remove rigid and prescriptive cequirements, foegrate infants and toddlers into the
program, promote collaboration with othes community programs, and draw on medical expertise.

Child Care

The Clinton Administration is working to ensure that parents have access to reliable and affordable chbild care. Child
care funding has been increased by $565 million since FY 1992, a 38 percent expansion over four years. These
investments are now providing services to aboat one-third more childrea than in 1992. HHS now supports child care
for over 1.5 million low-income children and families.

Under the pew welfare law, funding for child care will increase by $3.5 billion. On Outober 1, 1996, the first of the
new child care funds was made available to the states, an increase of nearly $570 million over the previous year's
funding level. HHS estimates, that depcoading on states’ decisions, this increase in funds will eaable states to serve
about 230,000 additional childrea, in full-year, part-time child care slots. The administration proposes over all
spending of $3.1 billion in FY 1998, an inacase of $163 million.

The Clinton Administration has also proposed regulatory revisions to give more flexibility to states and ensure the
health and safety of childrem in addition to new partnerships with child care professionals, pareats, businesses and
other federal agencies to improve care. HHS Is also working with states in their planning efforts to coordinate better
child care services, meet the needs of both working families and families moving from welfare to work and offer
quality choices of care to parents. Critical parmerships between child care and Head Start programs have been
strengthened and new supports are in place for states and tribes serving childrea with disabilities.

In its efforts to improve the quality of child care and promote the bealthy development of children, the administration
launched the “Healthy Child Care America Campaign® with ten goals of enhancing health education to child care
workers and parents, support programs’ cfforts to create healthy environments for children and better link programs
with commmunity health resources,











































































Talking Points on Proposal for a
National Constitution Center
October 7, 1997

My budget director, Frank Raines, is now beginning the process of preparing my FY
1999 budget, which I will send to the Congress next February.

We will send your materials to him, so that he is aware of your request and can gather the
information he needs when he considers this project.

I will make sure he knows how valuable a contribution the Center could make to our
national understanding of the Constitution, and of my interest in this project.

























































