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Meeting
Please see attached list

PRESS PLAN
No Press
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

You will be introduced to the podium by Senator Max Baucus. Following your
remarks you will join the Senators and spouses for lunch.

REMARKS

To be provided by Speechwriting

ATTACHMENTS

1. Agenda for the Democratic Policy Committee Issues Conference

2. List of Members who will attend
3. Senate Election Outlook to be provided by Political Affairs

=



1998

SENATE DEMOCRATIC ISSUES CONFERENCE

Friday, May 8

9:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

1:30-3:30 p.m.

3:30-3:45 a.m.

3:45-4:45 a.m.

4:45-6:30 p.m.
6:30-7:30 p.m.

7:30-9:00 p.m.

Williamsburg, Virginia
May 8-10

Depart Capitol by Bus

Arrive Kingsmill Conference Center
Conference Registration
Check-in

Buffet Luncheon

Session One - Juvenile Justice

“Getting Tough and Smart on Juvenile Crime”

Moderator: Senator Mary Landrieu

Speaker: Dr. Melissa Sickmund, National Center for Juvenile Justice
Mr. Harry Shorstein, State Attormney, Jacksonville, FL
Commissioner Paul Evans, Commissioner of Police, Boston, MA

Break

Session Two - Technology Demonstration i
“The I.T. Revolution and the Emerging Digital Economy: Our
Nation’s Competitive Advantage”

Moderator: Senator Joseph Lieberman

Speakers: Dr, Robert D. Atkinson, Director. Technology and
Innovation for New Economy Project, Progressive Policy Institute
Mr. John Gage, Chief Scientist and Director, Science Office, Sun
Microsystems

Free Time
Reception

Dinner

“What Jefferson Means Today”

Introduction: Senator Kent Conrad

Speaker: Dr. Joseph Ellis, Profess of History, Mount Holyoke
College, 1997 National Book Award, American Sphinx: The
Character of Thomas Jefferson
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DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE
BOSTON MAJOR SUPPORTERS DINNER & RECEPTION
HONORING PRESIDENT CLINTON

Date: Saturday, May 9, 1998

Venue: Home of Elaine and Gerald Schuster
Time: 8:00 p.m.

From: Fran Katz, National Finance Director

PURPOSE

The purpose of the dinner is to raise funds for the Democratic National Committee
(DNC).

BACKGROUND

The purpose of the event is to engage major supporters of the DNC. The guests represent
leaders in the business community in the Boston area. Estimated attendance at the dinner
is 90 guests. Estimated attendance at the reception is 25 guests.

PARTICIPANTS

Please see attached guest list.

PRESS PLAN

This event is open to two print reporters and the pool press via audio-feed for remarks.

SEQUENCE
8:00 p.m.
. YOU arrive
. YOU are greeted by dinner hosts Elaine and Gerald Schuster and the
Schuster children Audrey, Heidi, Laurie, Mark, Scott, and Todd.
. YOU proceed to greet guests in a photo receiving line.
. YOU proceed to dinner and are seated at a head table.

. PROGRAM:
DNC Chairman Steve Grossman delivers welcoming remarks and
introduces dinner host Elaine Schuster.
Elaine Schuster delivers brief remarks and introduces YOU.

YOU deliver remarks.
. YOU proceed to the living room for the reception.
. YOU are seated for an informal discussion with guests.

. YOU depart.









May 8, 1998
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: Craig Smith and Chris Lavery

RE: Massachusetts Political Briefing

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS

1992 1996

Clinton/Gore 1,318,639 48% Clinton/Gore 1,567,223 62%
Bush/Quayle 805,039 29% Dole/Kemp 7171622 28%
Perot/Stockdale 630,731 22% Perot/Choate 225,594 9%

MOST RECENT PRINCIPAL TRAVEL
The First Lady was in Boston on May1, 1998 to attend a fundraiser for Rep. Marty Meehan (D).

The First Lady was in Boston on January 30, 1998 to attend Rep. Joe Moakley’s (D) Silver
Jubilee.

The First Lady was in Boston on December 9, 1997, for a Team Harmony youth forum on
racial issues.

YOU were in Boston on June 30, 1997, for a fundraiser.

The Vice President was in Boston on October 31, 1997, to attend an inaugural symposium at the
Harvard University Belfer Center.

The Vice President was in Boston on November 1, 1996, for a campaign rally at Faneuil Hall.

TENATIVE UPCOMING PRINCIPAL TRAVEL
The First Lady will attend a fundraiser for Rep. John F. Tiemey (D), a public event for Rep. Jim

McGovem (D), and the Harvard Medical School commencement on June 4, 1998.

YOU will be the keynote speaker for the commencement ceremony at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology on June 5, 1998.

Political Data

Govemor: Paul Cellucci (R)

U.S. Senate: Edward Kennedy (D) (58% in 1994)
John Kerry (D) (52% in 1996)

U.S. House: 10 Democrats

State House: 134 D/25R/11

State Senate: 34 D/6 R



Electoral Votes: 12

State Constitutiona islati

Govemor: Paul Cellucci (R)

Lt. Governor: (Vacant until ‘98)

Attorney General: Scott Harshbarger (D)
Secretary of State: William Francis Galvin (D)
State Treasurer: Joe Malone (R)

State Auditor: A. Joseph DeNucci (D)
Speaker of the House: Thomas Finneran (D)
President of the Senate: Thomas Birmingham (D)

Congressional Delegation

Senator Edward Kennedy (D) Senator John Kerry (D)

Rep. John Olver (D-01) Rep. Richard Neal (D-02)

Rep. Jim McGovemn (D-03) Rep. Barney Frank (D-04)
Rep. Martin Meehan (D-05) Rep. John Tiemey (D-06)

Rep. Ed Markey (D-07) Rep. Joseph Kennedy II (D-08)
Rep. Joe Moakley (D-09) Rep. William Delahunt (D-10)

Massachusetts Facts

In 1994, the estimated population of the state of Massachusetts was 6.04 million.

82.2% of Massachusetts residents are White; 14.5% are African American; 3.3% are
Asian.

The median age in Massachusetts in 33.6 years, and 13.5% of the population is 65 or
older.

The per capita income of Massachusetts is $17,224 and the median income is $36,952.
79.9% of Massachusetts residents have a high school degree or above and 42.9% have a
college degree.

56% of the Voting Age Population (VAP) in Massachusetts voted in the 1996 elections,
compared to 61% of the VAP in 1992.

The unemployment rate in Massachusetts has declined from 7.5% to 3.3% since 1993.
367,900 new jobs have been created in Massachusetts since 1993-- an average of 72,374
jobs per year.

Approximately 91,000 Massachusetts workers benifited from an increase in the minimum
wage-- from $4.25 to $4.75-- on October 1, 1996.

Since 1992, serious crime has fallen 21% in Boston and 22% statewide.

YOUR 1994 Crime Bill has funded 2,409 new police officers to date in communities
across Massachusetts.

There are 137,643 fewer people on welfare in Massachusetts now than there were at the
beginning of 1993-- a 41% decrease [through 9/97].

Since 1993, Massachusetts has recieved $4.18 billion in federal highway aid. These
funds have helped generate over 176,00 jobs through Fiscal Year 1997.



















































SCHEDULING DIRECTOR:

TRIP COORDINATOR:

PRESS COORDINATOR:

WEATHER:

SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR

THURSDAY. MAY 22, 1997

STEPHANIE STREETT

HOME: 202-332-5651
OFFICE: 202-456-2823
WHCA PAGER: 4033

AVIVA STEINBERG

HOME: 202-237-2529
OFFICE: 202-456-2920
WHCA PAGER: 4022
JEREMY GAINES

HOME: 202-362-5475
OFFICE: 202-456-5771
WHCA PAGER: 4194

Washington, DC
Partly cloudy. Wind northwest at 12 to 18 knots.
Low 46 to 51. High 70 to 75.

Clarksburg, West Virginia
Partly cloudy. Wind northwest at § to 12 knots.
Low 40 to 45. High 64 10 69.



SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR
THURSDAY, MAY 22, 1997

NOTE:

Staff vans depart at 9:30 am from the West Basement.

9:00 am-
9:15 am

9:15 am-

9:45 am

9:45 am-

9:55 am

10:00 am-

1030 am

10:30 am

10:35 am

10:45 am

11:00 am

MEETING
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Erskine Bowles

BRIEFING AND PHONE CALL TO CHANCELLOR
HELMUT KOHL OF GERMANY

OVAL OFFICE

Staff Contact: Sandy Berger

CLOSED PRESS

MEETING
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Stephanie Streett

BRIEFING FOR THE EDUCATION TOWN HALL
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Bruce Reed

Rahm Emanuel

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to the South Lawn
Note: This departure is closed to staff and guests.

THE PRESIDENT departs the White House via Marine One en route
Andrews Air Force Base
[flight time: 10 minutes]

THE PRESIDENT arrives Andrews Air Force Base
THE PRESIDENT departs Andrews Air Force Base via Air Force

One en route Benedum Airport, Bridgeport, West Virginia
[flight ime: | hour. 10 minutes]
















THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 21, 1997

EDUCATION TOWN HALL

DATE: May 22, 1997

LOCATION: Robert C. Byrd High School
Clarksburg, West Virginia

EVENT TIME: 1:00 pm - 2:15 pm

FROM: Bruce Reed

PURPOSE

To highlight what national standards are and why they are important. You will announce
thai Wesi Virginia and Massachusetts have agreed to participate in your national standards
and testing initiative. and that the National Alliance of Business has endorsed it.

BACKGROUND

You will be holding a town hall meeting at the Robert C. Byrd High School attended by
160 students, parents, teachers, principals, school administrators, and other individuals
interested in education from throughout the state. Bob Kittle, the Superintendent of
Harrison County Schools, will serve as the moderator. and he will call on individuals to
ask vou questions. You should feel free to pose questions to the audience and call on
ingividuals vourself at anytime. (You should also know that Bob Kittle’s mother passed
away two days ago, and he will be attending her funeral following this event.)

You will conclude your opening remarks by viewing slides with the audience and walking
through a fourth grade reading and an eight grade math standards question. The rest of
the program will be a question and answer session between you and members of the
audience

The Robert C. Byrd School 1s an excellent school which provides many advanced courses
and extensive extra-curricular activities. The school is technologically advanced and has a
satellite down link site that ofters distance learning Robert C. Byrd is developing a
Community Environmental Learning Center which has an outdoor lab that is available to
all students and teachers in the County.

The Harrison County School District is one of the 19 partners benefitting from a
Department of Education “Education Technology Challenge Grant.” which was awarded
in @ctober, 1996 for $4.1 million over five vears. The purpose of the grant is to increase



I11.

IV,

V.

V1.

VIL

computer skills of students, teachers, and community members, and it will fund the
creation of Technology Opportunity Centers in each district. These Centers are computer
labs where people can go to learn basic computer skills. The Bridgeport High School is
the first school in Harrison County to house a Technology Opportunity Center.

PARTICIPANTS

Bob Kittle, Superintendent of Harrison County Schools

Mary Helen Shields, Robert C. Byrd High School Senior Student

Hannah Galey, Fourth Grade Student, Nutter Fort Intermediate School

Jeremy Thompson, Student at Bridgeport High School and National Merit Finalist

Danny Phares, Robert C. Byrd Student Body President (*will introduce you to overflow
audience in theater following the event.)

PRESS PLAN
Open Press.
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Outline of Event attached.
(*Following the Town Hall Meeting, you will make brief remarks to overflow audience.)

REMARKS
To be provided by speech writing.

ATTACHMENTS



TOWN MEETING PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Name

Position/Student/Grade Name Position/Student/Grade
Coord. Reading Lang. President Harrison Co.
Sharon Diaz Arts Soc.Stud. HCBE + | Peter J. Conley Board of Education
Title I Coord. Of Miriam Jane Couley Sth Grade Student
Libby Bucy Instruction (Mimi) Bridgeport Middle
Eaglish Teacher Director
Karen Morgan Lincoln High School Joan Smith United Technical Center
Music Teacher
Renec Wyatt West Milford Elem. Barbara Wamer House of Delegates
|l Technology Coordinator
Jim Eschenmana HCBE Samuel J. Cann House of Delegales
Principal
Frank Devono Bridgeport Middle Larry Lmmch House of Delegates
Art Teacher _
Georgette Griffith RCB High William Douglas Robbins || Elementary Principal
Secondary Principal
Ronald Fragale House of Delegates Jerry M. Toth Lincoln High Schoo!
Harrison County Board of_‘
Carole Kniceley Parent/Teacher Wilson W. Currey Education |
Parent of students at Parent/Kindergarten
Tina Canon Liberty High School Kimberly Clark Nuzum Teacher Big Elm Elem.
' Adult Instruction Lost
Scott Thomme Holcombe Minister/Parent Lexsana Pilewski Creck Family Connection
Pareot Bridgeport High
Thomas Mellott, Jr. School Philip Beede Brown Principal Norwood Elem.
Production Manager Alice Mae-Ann Hines Joumnalisim/Photography
James Archer Northrop Gruman Rowe Bridgeport High
l Executive Director
Robert J. Caplan ' Harrison Co. Chamber Robert Thomas Flynn Mayor of Clarksburg
I
) Parent/Administrator Anat./Physiology
Matthew Kittie Buckbannon Upshur Mid. Anita Karol Byrd Bridgeport High

Dennis Bone

President/CEO Bell
[ Atlantic WV

Louis Nardelli

Felix Vel

Anthony Barberio

Christine Fragale

';chool Counselor

Secondary Teacher
Baseball Coach

Secondary Teacher

Secondary Teacher

Connie L. Bowers

Parent Simpsoa and
Bridgeport Middle

Walter Pritchard

Member, Harrison County

Patricia M. Schaeffer-
Dresler

rﬁ Board of Education

Parent Associatioon
Council of Schools

Rebecca \White

Senator and School
[Elmrian

Garrett Sonyder

Vice President Harrison
Co. Board of Education

Doug Gray

Board of Education

Member Harrison County




TOWN MEETING PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

Name Position/Stadent/Grade
Superintendent Logan
John Myers County Schools

Name

Position/Student/Grade

Judge John Marks

Judge of Harrison County
Circuit Court

Williant R. Sharpe

Scoator, President
Protemp of WV Senate

David Hardesty

President WVU

Kelly Raphac! Nelson

Medical Director
Medbrook Medical Center

Chuck Archer

Assistant Direclor in

Geneveve McCutcheon

Past PTA President
Parent Volunteer

Fred Radabaugh

Ex. Dri. WV Assoc of
School Admin.

Dr. Janet Elizabeth Dudley-
Esbhbach

President Fairmoat State
College

Hannah Galey

4th Grade Student

Irene M. Keeley

Federal Judge

Jeremy Thompson

§2th Grade Student j

Bridgeport High

Joann Harman

1996 Teacher of the Year

Ann Wilson

Brittany Audia

State Social Studies Fair

Raymond Alvarez

4th Grade Student

Charge FBI

President & CEO
Larry Milov West Va. High Tech Cons.

5th Grade Student
Jennifer Brown Simpson Elem.

5th Grade Student
Jol Francis Williams Harden Grade School

5th Grade Student
Karah Cottrill Adamston

Sth Grade Studeat
Mary Beth Mazzie North View Elem.

4th Grade Student
Carol McDonald Lost Creek Elem.

1 2th Grade Student
Joshua Bakrer Liberty High

8th Grade Student
Kristen House Gore Middle

12th Grade Student
Christopher Greaver Lincotn Hgih

8th Grade Student
Jared Scott Bryant Lumbert Middle

1 1th Grade Student
Justin Michael Lawrence South Harrison High

Marjorie Wolle

VP Fairmont General
Hospital

Olivia Rebecca Hill

8th Grade Studeat
Washington Irving Middle

Carol Frear

Parent Volunteer and
Reading Tutor Ohio Co.
Schools

Hannah Scoftt

5th Grade Student
Lumberport Grade

Marianna Kittle

Hamison Co. Schoois PTA
President

School Counselor
Tti-County High School

Dr. Mary Marockie

Dir. Programs & Research
RESA VI

Tom Lange

Kristen Nicole Moore

{0th Grade Stude-nt
Bridgeport High

Mary Helen Shields

VP WVEA

{2th Grade Student
Robert C. Byrd High

Christopher Kitzmiller

5th Grade Student
Norwood Elementary

Sharon K. Brisbin

History Teacher
Lincoln High School

Jarted Novotny

8th Grade Student
South Harrison Middie

Ron Adams

President CNG
Transmission Corporation

Sara Fermandez
-

5th Grade Student
Johnson Elementaary










OUTLINE OF EVENT -- EDUCATION TOWN HALL
MAY 22, 1997

1:00-1:05 MODERATOR BOB KITTLE, Superintendent of Harrison County Schools, will
welcome audience and introduce Mary Helen Shields, senior at the Robert C. Byrd
High School.

STUDENT MARY HELEN SHIELDS, will introduce the President.

1:05-1:15 THE PRESIDENT MAKES OPENING REMARKS: EXPLANATION OF
STANDARDS/POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS.
THE PRESIDENT will make remarks about education standards and
announce new support for national standards and testing initiative.

THE PRESIDENT will present and walk-through a sample 4th grade
reading question which will be displayed for the audience on an overhead
projector. THE PRESIDENT will invite 4th grade student Hannah Galey
to read a passage from Charlotte’s Web.

THE PRESIDENT will present a sample 8th grade math question, which
will be displayed by overhead projector. THE PRESIDENT will then
bring this section of the program to a close.

1:15 - 1:35pm MODERATOR WILL CONVENE THE TOWN HALL MEETING: The
Moderator will call on each participant in the town hall.

THE PRESIDENT responds to questions/asks questions

1:35-1:40 MODERATOR HIGHLIGHTS TEACHER
Moderator calls on Donna Rose, Reading teacher at the Lost Creek Elementary
School, who speaks about Title I reading programs at her school and asks the
President if there are other programs that would help her school.

1:45-2:00 THE PRESIDENT responds to questions/asks questions.

2:00-2:05 THE MODERATOR HIGHLIGHTS STUDENT
Moderator calls on Jeremy Thompson, National Merit Finalist from the Bridgeport
High School, who talks about how high standards/good education has helped him.

2:05-2:15 THE PRESIDENT responds/asks questions. (*Moderator calls last question.)
THE PRESIDENT CLOSES PROGRAM by reviewing again the sample math

question -- this time giving the answer, and explaining how U.S. students
compared to students in other countries.
























BACKGROUND ON EDUCATION IN WEST VIRGINIA

SCHOOQL REFORM EFF

West Virginia’s reform efforts have been piecemeal rather than comprehensive, but nevertheless
have received high marks from outside observers. As both one of the nation’s poorest states and
one of its most rural, West Virginia faces some unusual challenges in education. Efforts to
overcome these challenges in the past fifteen years have included a substantial investment in
information technology for the classroom,; raising teacher salaries to near the national average
(when adjusted for cost of living); a statewide effort to replace and renovate decaying schools;
and, most recently, a restructuring of the high school curriculum to focus on job skills and
vocational training as well as academics. If the 1996 National Assessment of Educational
Progress in Mathematics results are any guide, West Virginia’s schools are improving. The state
tied for third in improvement over 1992 in both 8th grade and 4th grade scores.

Standards and Testing

West Virginia has not made a substantial investment in development of its own standards. This
year, students will be taking the nationally normed Stanford Achievement Test. State
Superintendent Henry Marockie suggests that with adequate norm-referenced tests available, state
education funds can be better spent in other areas. He says West Virginia has spent less than
$100,000 on its standards program, whereas its neighbor, Kentucky, has spent nearly $29 million.

Rather than establishing academic standards and then developing tests aligned to the standards,
West Virginia started with the test first. Once selected the Stanford Achievement Test, he state
developed specific instructional objectives for each subject area, based on the content of the test.

School Finance

In April 1997, a West Virginia judge held that the state has not complied with a 1982 decision
ordering higher quality and greater statewide equity in schools. The original decision, which
included unusually detailed specifications for curriculum, personnel, materials, equipment and
facilities in 16 academic areas as well as in guidance, health services and transportation, served as
a catalyst for many of the reforms that have been enacted in the past 15 years. However, although
the state attempted to equalize funding among districts by guaranteeing a minimum per-pupil
allocation to every district, substantial inequities remain because districts may impose excess
levies on their residents to generate higher per-pupil spending.

Technology

Both Gov. Caperton and now Gov. Underwood have made technology a major priority in
education. As a result, West Virginia is a national leader in the use of technology in classrooms.
In 1989, the legislature launched the computer-assisted basic skills program, a ten-year effort to
place computers in every elementary school classroom. Since then, the state has purchased



19,500 computers for local districts and expects to meet its ten-year goal. The state’s 11-to-1
student-computer ratio in elementary schools is one of the lowest in the nation, and in 1996 the
legislature appropriated $8.8 million to increase technology in middle and high schools. To date,
14,000 educators have been trained to use computers for basic skills instruction.

Forty percent of West Virginia’s schools are now connected to the Internet, and state officials
plan to reach 85% in 1997. Bell Atlantic has been a major partner in this effort, called WORLD
SCHOOL. The state has 320 distance learning downlink sites across the state. Students may take
a number of courses through the system, including advanced placement and foreign language
classes. '

In February 1997, West Virginia received a Technology Innovation Challenge Grant from the
U.S. Department of Education , which will help 152 schools in eight county school districts
(including Harrison County, in which Clarksburg is located), the West Virginia High Technology
Consortium Foundation, and several other partners increase the use of computers in the
classroom. Part of the grant will also support Technology Opportunity Centers, at which
students, parents and displaced workers can receive computer training and use computers for job
searches.

Teachers

West Virginia teacher salaries in 1990 were the among the lowest in the country, but are now
17th in the nation when adjusted for cost of living. The state’s student-teacher ratio, at about 15-
to-1, is one of the lowest anywhere. Last year the West Virginia Education Fund, a statewide
fund established by business leaders in 1983 to foster innovation and excellence in the public
schools, helped overhaul West Virginia University’s teacher education program. Students now
will study for five years and will earn a bachelor’s degree in a subject area and a master’s degree
in education. Students also will receive three years of internship experience through “professional
development schools™ run by colleges and universities.

School nstruction

A 1989 law created the statewide School Building Authority (SBA) to fund the construction and
renovation of schools. The SBA has funded the construction of 61 new schools and renovations
or additions to 780 schools.

Full-day Kindergarten

In 1993, the state legislature required all districts to offer full-day kindergarten classes to all
eligible students by 1996. A 1996 law allowed the state superintendent to grant extensions to
systems with significant school building projects or sizable enrollment growth.



Jobs Through Education Act

A 1996 law requires teachers and counselors to work with eighth grade students to establish five-year
Job skills plans. High schools must offer students choices of career clusters, each incorporating both
academic and vocational skills. The state’s Certificate of Proficiency will be replaced by a CD-ROM
electronic portfolio containing students’ academic records, awards, test scores and exemplary work.
Some groups oppose the reform due to its emphasis on early career preparation, and a bill has been
introduced in the legislature to repeal the law.

997 Legisiative ion

There were no new initiatives proposed or enacted in the last legislative session. The Governor’s
major education priority was continued support for technology implementation.

One controvertial issue that arose during the legislative session pertained to funding for 4yr olds
in kindergarten. The state’s school finance formula provides addition funds for 4yr olds who
participate in kindergarten programs. During the legislative session it became apparant that a
number of local superintendents were using this financial incentive to aggressively recruit 4yr olds
in order to boost state funding. Several legislators threatened to cut off this program because
they viewed the local behavior as an abuse of the funding mechanisni. As a compromise, the
legislature delayed the termination of this component of the formula until school year 98-99, since
student placement and teacher hiring decisions had already been made for the coming school year.

There was also an unsuccessful move in the legislature to end the state’s participation in the
federal School-to-Work program, which has come under attack by far right groups. Supporters
of School-to-Work were able to turn this effort back.

WEST VIRGINIA SCHOOLS STATISTICAL OVERVIEW

SIZE

Enrollment: 310,511 (95% White, 4% Black, less than 1% all other
groups)

School Districts: 55

Public Schools: 848

STATE DEMOGRAPHICS
Population: 1.8 million

Children in Poverty: 29%
Single Parent Families: 24%

SCHOOL SPENDING

State Spending: $1.783 billion
Per Pupil. 85,713 (1993-94 school year)



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

MATH:

West Virginia’s 4th and 8th graders have improved their performance in mathematics during the
1990's.

1996 4th Grade NAEP Math
Proficient or Advanced -- 19% (Nation: 20%)
At or above basic -- 63% (62%)
Below basic -- 37% (38%)

Average public school 4th grade math scores increased significantly from 1992 to 1996; in 1996
students performed near the national average. The percentage at or above proficient increased
from 12% to 19%.

1996 8th Grade NAEP Math
Proficient or Advanced -- 14% (Nation: 23%)
At or above basic -- 54% (Nation: 61%)
Below Basic -- 46% (Nation: 39%)

Average public school 8th grade math scores increased significantly from 1990 to 1996, and from
1992 to 1996, although average student performance remained below the national average. In
addition, the percentage of students at or above proficient increased from 1990 to 1992, and from
1992 to 1996.

READING:

On reading, West Virginia performed about the same in 1992 and 1994. Students performed near
the national average.

1994 4th Grade NAEP Reading
Proficient or advanced -- 26% (Nation: 28%)
At or above basic -- 58% (Nation: 59%)
Below Basic -- 42% (Nation 41%)

SCIENCE:

1996 8th Grade NAEP Science
Students performed near national average (Test is not yet nationally normed)

DROPOUTS AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

16-19-Year-Old Dropout Rate: 10.6% (National: 11.2%)

College Attendance Rate: 49.5% (National: 57.5%) (Estimates)





















Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:

teachers and parents have always done -- paying attention to
children’s progress in learning to read all through the critical early
childhood years.

National Test/Why Needed?. How will these tests differ from
existing tests? What will they tell us that we don’t already know?

These tests will provide information to parents and teachers about
individual student scores and how close a child is to reaching high
national standards. Currently, there is no way of knowing whether
your child’s progress or your child’s school is measuring up to
national and international standards. Now, each.state sets its own
standards, and some are more difficult than others, so it is
difficult for parents to tell how well their child is actually doing
compared with tough, meaningful national and international
benchmarks--the kind they will be judged against in the real world.
These tests will give parents and teachers, wherever they live, an
opportunity to know how their children are doing.

National Test/Content. Who decides what is on the tests?

The tests will be based on the widely accepted frameworks of the
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). These
frameworks are developed by nationally recognized teachers and
other educators and community leaders, with input from
thousands of interested parents, teachers and others interested in
edcuation. '

At present 43 states -- including West Virginia -- participate in the
NAEP and have agreed that the NAEP frameworks in reading and
math are good standards for what students should know in these
critical subjects.

National Test/Privacy. Will the federal government have my
child’s test score? Will it be private?

The federal government will not be collecting individual student
scores. It will be up to states and communities to do that, if they
choose to and they will have to keep individual student scores
confidential.



Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:;

Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:

National Test/Cost. How much will it cost to give the tests?

The total cost of developing the new tests will be between $10 - 12
million per year in 1997 and 1998. The cost of administering the
new tests is estimated to be $10 - $12 per student, and I've
proposed that the Department of Education reimburse these costs
for the first year. This investment is more than worth it to make
sure we are doing all we can to help students master the basics.

National Test/LEP Students. Will children with limited English
proficiency be included in these tests?

Yes. We want to make sure that students with limited English will
be able to take the test whenever possible. This means that we will
provide the math test in Spanish. It also means that when the test
1s administered, schools would provide accommodations that
students need such as access to an English dictionary.

National Test/English and Spanish. Why is the math test being
given in English and Spanish .but the reading test is only being
given in English?

Developing the ability to read in English is a basic skill that every
child must have to succeed in American schools and society.
However, there are many recent immigrants at the 8* grade level
who may not speak English well but who can do advanced math
and should be asked to show what math they know. We are
providing a bilingual math test in Spanish and English because
Spanish is the most common language other than English among
students.

National Test/Calculators. Will you allow kids to use calculators
on the new tests? Shouldn’t kids know their multiplication tables
on their own and not rely on calculators?

Kids should learn the basics. They should know how to add,
subtract, multiply and divide without using a calculator. However,
after a child has mastered the-basics of arithmetic, calculators can
be useful for solving complicated math problems. As part of the
test development process, an advisory committe of outstanding







































Virginia for its commitment to wiring schools, IBM for its support
of technology innovation, and Ashland Oil and others for their
work on behalf of education reform here in the state.



Question:

Answer:
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Q& A on Late-Term Abortion

Will you sign the Partial Birth Abortion Act now that it has passed both the House
and Senate with overwhelming majorities?

No, because I am still not convinced that this bill adequately protects women from
grievous harm. I have said over and over that if Congress were to add a narrow
exception covering the few cases where this procedure is needed to prevent
women in dire circumstances from suffering serious injury, then [ would gladly
sign the bill. But until Congress does add that narrow exception, I will veto the
bill -- no matter how many votes there are in favor it -- to protect the health of
women.

Why didn’t the AMA’s endorsement of the Partial Birth Abortion Act -- and its
statement that the partial-birth procedure is not good medicine -- change your
view of this legislation?

I looked at the AMA’s letter, and it did not persuade me that this bill fully protects
women from grievous injury. Let me remind you that the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, which is the organization of doctors that knows
the most about this issue, opposes this bill for the same reason | do -- because it
prevents doctors from using a procedure that in a small group of cases best
protects women from serious physical injury. The AMA endorsed this bill after
bargaining for a change that protects doctors. I've implored Congress to make a
narrow change in the bill to protect women -- to ensure that they don’t suffer
grievous injury because Congress has tied the hands of their doctors -- and I will
not sign the bill until I get it.

Didn’t you base your prior veto of the bill on false information -- 1 e, that this
procedure is performed only a few hundred times each year and only when women
are in great danger?

I vetoed the bill because there are a small group of women in desperate
circumstances who need this procedure in order to save their lives or prevent
serious injury to their health. Let’s be clear: ['ve never said that these are the only
circumstances in which the procedure is used; | 've just said that these few women
need to be protected. 1f Congress does so, 1 will gladly sign the bill. because |
think this kind of procedure should be banned except when necessary to save the
life of a woman or prevent serious harm to her health.



WHY DID YOU OPPOSE THE HATCH-KENNEDY AMENDMENT TO
EXPAND HEALTH CARE COVERAGE TO MORE CHILDREN?

I do not oppose the tobacco tax to be used as a financing mechanism for more health
coverage, nor do I oppose the goals of the Hatch-Kennedy legislation. In fact, | am
committed to building on the $16 billion we have achieved in the balanced budget
agreement. I look forward to working with Senator Hatch, Senator Kennedy. and other
members in this regard.

My primary concern with the budget amendment offered yesterday was that | feared that
it would severely undermine the possibility of a balanced budget agreement, including the
$16 billion investment for children. My commitment to health care coverage is well
known, and I will fight this year and beyond to expand health care coverage.

REP. GEPHARDT CRITICIZED THE BUDGET AGREEMENT BECAUSE AT
THE SAME TIME YOU STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF INVESTING IN
CHILDREN’S COVERAGE YOU CUT MEDICAID SPENDING, WHICH HELPS
HOSPITALS THAT SERVE UNINSURED CHILDREN. HOW DO YOU
RESPOND TO THIS CRITICISM?

Studies have shown strong evidence that our Medicaid disproportionate share spending is
not being appropriately allocated to hospitals that serve a greater portion of low-income
and uninsured populations (e.g. Urban Institute). It is for this reason that even the public
hospitals have said that we can get more savings from DSH if we better target this
funding to these types of hospitals. We are currently working with the public hospitals to
push the Congress to do just that.

Moreover. since we are investing $16 billion to cover millions of uninsured children.
these hospitals will treat more children who have health care coverage, thereby reducing
their need for DSH funding to help offset uncompensated care.

DOESN'T YOUR CHALLENGE TO DEVELOP AN AIDS VACCINE IN TEN
YEARS RING HOLLOW SINCE YOU ARE NOT INVESTING ANY
ADDITIONAL FUNDING IN THIS EFFORT?

According to National Institutes of Health Director, Dr. Varmus. and Director of the
Office of AIDS Research at NIH. Dr. Paul, challenging the scientific community greatly
enhances the likelihood that we will develop an AIDS vaccine. Moreover. we have
backed this challenge with a series of investments and initiatives to increase the
likelihood that we will reach our goal. In the last two years. | have increased funding for
the AIDS vaccine by 33 percent, and my FY 1998 budget increases spending for AIDS
vaccine research by $17 million.



Q:

Moreover. | have announced that there will be a new AIDS Vaccine Center at NIH. Our
medical and scientific leaders believe that uniting scientists in immunology, virology. and
vaccinology will create a highly collaborative effort to help develop an AIDS vaccine. |
am also asking the leaders of the eight major industrialized nations meeting at the Denver
summit in June to support a worldwide AIDS vaccine research initiative. To fully
commit ourselves to developing an AIDS vaccine, we need to make sure that the best
minds throughout the world are working together towards this goal.

FOLLOW: WHY ARE YOU ISSUING THIS CHALLENGE NOW? AND WHY
ARE YOU FOCUSING ON AN AIDS VACCINE RATHER THAN OTHER
DISEASES?

In the last twelve months we have made tremendous progress in our understanding of the
AIDS virus. The leaders at NIH have told me that we are moving forward on developing
a vaccine for AIDS and that we have an opportunity now to focus our efforts on
developing an AIDS vaccine. They believe that by issuing a challenge to the scientific
community, bolstered by our new investments and initiatives. will greatly increase the
likelihood that we will be able to develop a vaccine in the next decade.

Scientific leaders have also told me that we have made progress in our understanding of
immunology. They believe that bringing together all of this new knowledge will not only
increase the likelihood that we will develop an AIDS vaccine but also could provide a
new paradigm for vaccines that will help develop effective vaccines for other diseases.

While developing an AIBS vaccine is an important priority, it in no way undermines our
commitment to biomedical research in other areas. Since I took office. we have increased
overall spending at the National Institutes of Health by 16 percent. including a 76 percent
increase in breast cancer research. My FY 1998 budget allocates $13.1 billion for NIH.

It is also important to note that this commitment in no way undermines our investments
in AIDS treatment and prevention. both of which have consistently received increased
funding since I have been in office. We recognize that millions of people around the
world already have AIDS, and we must continue to develop treatments and provide them
to as many people as possible, while at the same time stressing prevention. [ will
continue to bolster our efforts in those areas.












































