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ECONOMIC PROGRESS IN ALABAMA UNDER PRESIDENT CLINTON

President Clinton’s strategy to strengthen the economy is based on reducing the federal budget deficit, lowering
trade barriers, and empowering workers, families, businesses and communities to succeed. Here are some of the results
for Alabama after the first 43 months of the Clinton Administration:

Improved Economic Conditions in Alabama:

¢ The unemployment rate has dropped from 7.5% to 4.5%.
® In 43 months, Alabama has added 122,100 total jobs, after adding 114,500 during the previous 4 years combined.

° In 43 months, Alabama has added 120,700 private sector jobs, after adding 89,100 during the previous 4 years
combined.

® 6,300 new manufacturing jobs LOST in 43 months -- after losing 400 during the previous 4 years combined.
e New business incorporations have increased 3% per year.

® Business failures have dropped 14% per year.

® The Help Wanted Index has increased 49%.

e Consumer confidence has increased 63%.

e Home building has increased 9% per year.

What President Clinton’s Accomplishments Have Achieved for the People of Alabama:

$15,000 OF REDUCED FEDERAL DEBT FOR EVERY FAMILY OF FOUR IN ALABAMA: The national
debt will be more than $1 trillion lower over 7 years than was projected before the passage of the President’s
economic plan. That’s about $15,000 of reduced federal debt for each family of four in Alabama.

26 TIMES MORE ALABAMA FAMILIES RECEIVE A TAX CUT THAN A TAX INCREASE: As a result of
the expanded Eamed Income Tax Credit, 374,672 working families in Alabama will receive a tax cut. This compares
to an increase in the income tax rate for only the 14,449 wealthiest taxpayers in Alabama.

TAX CUT FOR 17,939 SMALL BUSINESSES IN ALABAMA: The President helped entrepreneurs, proprietors,
and other small businessmen and women by expanding the annual expensing allowance from $10,000 to $17,500.
About 17,939 small businesses in Alabama are likely to benefit from the expansion of the expensing allowance this
year alone and many more will benefit over the coming years.

629,000 ALABAMA WORKERS PROTECTED BY FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT: The Family and
Medical Leave Act allows workers to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave for the birth of a child, to care for a sick
family member, or if they become too sick to work. This law covers about 629,275 workers in Alabama, and protects
the jobs of 37,803 workers in Alabama who are likely to use unpaid leave this year alone.

159,000 STUDENTS AND FORMER STUDENTS IN ALABAMA WILL BE ABLE TO BENEFIT FROM
STUDENT LOAN REFORMS: Approximately 159,000 Alabama borrowers -- 111,300 current borrowers and
47,700 new borrowers in the next few years -- can take advantage of the new direct student loan program by
participating directly in the program or by consolidating guaranteed loans into direct loans. Some will benefit from
lower interest rates, and all will benefit from more repayment options, including income contingent repayment.
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gc DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary

October 23, 1996

NOTE TO: Bruce Reed
Assistant to the President for
Policy Planning
The White House
b e W
FROM : ohn Monahan
irector for Intergovernmental Affairs

Office of the Secretary
SUBJECT: ALABAMA WAIVERS -- STATUS

Health Care Reform in Alabama

"BAY (Better Access for You) Health Plan" is a S-year Medicaid
section 1115 demonstration project that will enroll current
Medicaid beneficiaries into managed care and offer enhanced
family planning benefits for up to 24 months to low-income women.
Enrollees will choose their own primary care provider from within
the plan's network, and may change primary care providers within
the network at any time. The primary providers in the network
will be the University of South Alabama Hospitals, affiliated
outpatient centers, the College of Medicine, and Federally
Qualified Health Centers. The State will initially implement the
demonstration in Mobile County with possible expansion to other
counties.

The Department has completed discussions with the State and
expects to approve the BAY Health Plan in mid-November. Sally
Richardson, HCFA's Deputy Administrator, has scheduled a meeting
with a group of African-American physicians to consider and
investigate their claims that they are somehow being excluded
from participation in the BAY Health Plan's provider network.
Ms. Richardson is meeting with the physicians at the regquest of
Senator Heflin and Representative Hilliard.

Welfare Reform in Alabama

The State of Alabama did not submit a welfare waiver request to
the Clinton Administration. We understand the State legislature
has considered welfare reform proposals several times, but was
not been able to get welfare reform legislation passed. For your
information, the Bush Administration approved the Alabama ASSETS
program, which, among other things, streamlined eligibility for
food stamps, AFDC, and other programs in several counties (Clark,
Limestone, and Madison). ASSETS has experienced serious cost
overruns which have not yet been recovered by the federal
government. USDA is the lead agency.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

OCTOBER 22, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: KITTY HIGGINS 7

SUBJECT: HOT ISSUES -- ALARAMA

Medicaid Waiver: On October 25, HHS may announce the approval of Alabama’s BAY
(Better Access for You) Medicaid waiver. The five year demonstration project will enroll
current Medicaid beneficiaries into managed care and offer enhanced family planning
benefits for up to 24 months to low income women. Alabama has expressed concern over
the delay in approval of this waiver. HHS has tentative plans to roll out this waiver on

Friday, with Secretary Shalala providing Congressional notification, followed shortly by the
waiver announcement. (HHS)

Interstate 10 Bridge: The Alabama Department of Transportation is working on a project
to build another I-10 bridge across the Mobile River because of congestion on the existing
bridge. The bridge may not be high enough to allow ship traffic, which has caused concern
among shippers. (DOT)

Spousal Homicide: There is media coverage of a homicide case in Alabaster, Alabama, in
which Social Security survivors benefits are an issue. A woman is accused of murdering
her husband, and her daughters would be entitled to Social Security survivors’ benefit
payments, even if she is convicted. The decedent had children by two previous marriages,
and the benefit payments to those children would be reduced from what they would
otherwise be entitled since there are family maximums under Social Security. (SSA)

Mine Safety: The Associated Press recently used Mine Safety and Health Administration
(MSHA) records to write a story about the safety record of Alabama coal mines. The story
states that of the 10 mines most often cited by MSHA in 1995 for violations, 7 are located
in Alabama. Alabama produces less than 3 percent of America’s coal. During the first 3
months of 1996, the story states, the accident rate in Alabama coal mines was 57 percent
above the national average. The accident rate, however, was a dramatic improvement over
the 1995 rate. In 1995, MSHA established a district office in Birmingham, to address the
safety and health concerns in the Alabama coal mines. The Agency is currently in the
process of transferring additional inspection staff to Alabama. (DOL)






FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
SELMA TO MONTGOMERY
VOTING RIGHTS MARCH TRAIL

Importance

On March 21, 1965, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led a 4-day march from Selma to Montgomery,
Alabama for equal voting rights for African-Americans. The march has come to be recognized as
the 1965 Voting Rights March. In addition to being one of the most major Civil Rights action,
the march was instrumental in the passage of the Voting Rights Act by President Lyndon B.
Johnson on August 6, 1965. To this extent, the Voting Rights March has shaped the course of
lives, individually and collectively, and have become a milestone in the context of our modemn
society. The Selma to Montgomery March, while unfolding along an obscure rural Alabama road
(US-80), has had an impact on our nation that is realized today.

National Designation

On September 20, 1996, Secretary of Transportation Federico Pefia designated the Selma to
Montgomery route as an All-American Road. This honor was bestowed on the route as part of
the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act’s National Scenic Byways Program which
provides for national recognition of roads that are outstanding examples of histonic qualities. As
the site of the Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights March, the historic significant of the route
and its iinpact on our American Civil Rights History, cannot be replicated.

The Congress recognizes the importance of the Voting Rights March and has passed a bill
designating the route as a National Historic Trail.

Federal Funding

The State of Alabama has received Federal funds under the Scenic Byways Program for carrying
out eligible scenic byways projects along the Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights Trail.

Federal Highway Administrator Rodney Slater awarded $1.5 million under the Fiscal Year 1996
Scenic Byways Discretionary Program to assist the State in developing interpretive facilities at
important sites along Route 80 between Selma and Montgomery.

On this pass Sunday, October 20, Administrator Slater traveled to Selma and announce the
awarding of a $1.2 million grant from the steps of the historical Brown Chapel for the
development of interpretive facilities in both the Cities of Selma and Montgomery. Brown Chapel
was the location from where the Voting Rights March started.

As an All-American Road, the trail receives priority consideration for funding under the National
Scenic Byways Program.
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RE: DRAFT OF SHERIFF'S COLUMN FOR CITYBUSINESS, OCTOBER 7

HOW A PRESIDENT CAN HELP THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME

Because I’'m considered one of Louisiana’s most conservative lawmen, I'm
frequently asked how it can be that I’ve been saying nice things about President Clinton,
who’s a lot more liberal than |’ll ever be.

The answer lies in a federally-funded operation called Project Star. The idea came
out of the Clinton administration. Our Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office has been given a
federal grant of $1.68 million, authorizing the hiring of 28 deputies. They work in Project
Star which targets the worst high-crime violent neighborhoods in Jefferson Parish and
provides a long-term, around-the-clock police presence.

Under the direction of Deputy Chief Gus Claverie, Project Star Deputies and
Detectives have accounted for more than three hundred arrests. Of those arrested, more
than half are repeat offenders. In the neighborhoods where Project Star has been based,
there has been an 85% reduction in violent crimes and an 89% reduction in drug crimes.
From the onset of Project Star, | promised: “We are going to take back our neighborhoods,
one at a time.” That’'s the whole idea.

| also have to tell you that the federal bureaucracy has not been telling us how to
do our jobs. If that happens, you can be certain I’d return their $1.68 million in a flash.
But, in truth, the feds have been reasonable and easy to work with.

In addition, funds to be received by our department as a resuit of President
Clinton‘s Crime Bill will allow us to add another 48 deputies to our department.

| don’t claim to be an expert on national financial policies or foreign policy and |

don’t get into discussions about whether it takes a family or a village or both to raise a
child.

All that | know for sure is that this administration in Washington has worked
closely, cordially and eftectively with us in Jefferson Parish to make our streets safer and
provided the means to put some really bad people in jail for a long time. As long as that
remains true, it is easy and truthful for me to continue to say nice things about President
Clinton and his administration. Any politician can talk about fighting crime. What counts
is actually providing the means to restore neighborhoods to their law abiding residents.
That’s what Project Star has done here.

































































































































