



































































































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 3, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANN WALKER
DAN COLLINS

RE: Local Issues Briefing -- Princeton, New Jersey

CRIME

Airman Killed in New Orleans Was Stationed In New Jersey

Daniel Womack, a USAF Senior Airman, who was shot and killed last Thursday in New
Orleans was stationed in McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey. Womack, 22, was in New
Orleans delivering the Presidential limousine. Police spokesman Lt. Marlon Defillo revealed
that Womack was found in a public housing development near the French Quarter with a gun
shot wound to the head. Defillo also stated that a small bag of marijuana was found in
Womack's pocket. One suspect has been arrested and charged with first degree murder and
armed robbery. Womack was married just two weeks ago.

Curfew Rejected

Despite widespread complaints about teenagers engaging in drug sales and vandalism, the
Princeton Borough Council decided on Tuesday to reject a proposed curfew for minors in the
area around Palmer Square. City officials justified their decision on the grounds that crime in
the area has not reached a level of seriousness which warrants "drastic actions." In place of
the curfew, officials voted to expand the police presence in Palmer Square.

GOVERNMENT

Princeton Township and Borough May Merge

After decades of debate, the merger of Princeton Township and Princeton Borough may take
place. In a preliminary report, the Joint Consolidation Commission strongly endorsed a full
merger, observing that consolidation of municipal services would yield better performance at
a reduced cost while a single administration would negotiate more effectively with tax-exempt
institutions such as Princeton University. If the Commission's final report, expected by July 4,
recommends consolidation, the issue will be decided by referendums on the ballots of the
Township and the Borough in the November election.




Legislation to Combat Teen Smoking Introduced

Last Thursday, Jack Sinagra, R-Middlesex, introduced legislation to restrict minors' access to
tobacco products. Sinagra said the legislation was inspired by advertisements by Phillip
Morris Inc. that called on Congress to take strong action to curb teenage smoking. The
legislation included provisions to outlaw cigarette vending machines, prohibit cigarette
advertising at many public events, ban the sale of tobacco promotions merchandise and
require young people to show photo ID in order to purchase cigarettes.

State Assembly and Senate Approve Urban Redevelopment Act

The New Jersey State Assembly and the Senate sent Governor Whitman legislation that would
create a new agency to promote inner-city investment. The Urban Redevelopment Act would
set up a New Jersey Redevelopment Authority that would bring together various state
agencies and private investigators to promote growth in decaying neighborhoods. The
Authority would finance projects in cities like Camden, Jersey City, Newark and Trenton with
up to $100 million a year in funds borrowed through the sale of state bonds. Govemor
Whitman is expected to sign the bill.

EDUCATION

Character Education Sparks School Debate

A proposal to introduce "character development" into the eighth grade curriculum at
Princeton's public schools provoked angry debate at a recent meeting of the district's program
committee. The debate followed the committee's decision to rescind an earlier vote accepting
a $25,000 grant from the J. Seward Johnson Foundation to support the teaching of values in
civics courses. The grant's requirement that students discuss the sanctity of all human life
offended many pro-choice parents, while a proposed emphasis upon Judeo-Christian ethical
traditions led other parents to condemn the program for being too narrow in scope.

HEALTH CARE

Blue Cross Blue Shield Merger

Last Wednesday, Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey and Anthem Group of Indianapolis
announced a merger that would make the new company the fifth-largest health insurance
company in the country.

SPORTS

Princeton University Wins NCAA Men's Lacrosse Championship

On Memorial Day, top seeded Princeton beat the University of Virginia 13-12 in overtime to
win the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Championship. Jesse Hubbard, sophomore attackman and

Ivy League player of the year, scored the game winning goal after 34 seconds of the overtime
period. Princeton has now won three NCAA lacrosse titles in the last five years.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 3, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: KITTY HIGGINSR W HH

SUBJECT: NEW JERSEY -- HOT ISSUES

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Governors Island: The Coast Guard is in the process of moving off Governors
Island as part of a previously announced streamlining initiative to save money, and is
expected to be completed by July 1. There is considerable local interest - both
political and commercial - concerning the prospects for alternative uses of the highly-
valuable property (estimated value is between $500 million and $1 billion). The Coast
Guard will work with GSA in the transfer of ownership of the property. Operational
Coast Guard units serving the New York area will relocate to Bayonne and Staten
Island.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Census Ruling: The State of New Jersey was a plaintiff in a lawsuit decided by the
Supreme Court on March 20, involving adjustment of the 1990 census. The Court
upheld former Commerce Secretary Mosbacher's decision not to adjust the 1990
census to correct for the undercounting of minorities. In reversing a lower court
ruling, the Court ruled unanimously that Mosbacher was "well within the constitutional
bounds of discretion over the conduct of the census provided to the Federal
government."

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Extensive, High Level Contamination Confirmed in Passaic River Sediments: The
Passaic River feeds into the NY/NJ Harbor. In May, EPA released the results from
the first phase of a three-part study of contamination in the lower Passaic River.
Dioxin concentrations were found in the sediments of the Passaic River and in deeper
sediments next to the Diamond Alkali Superfund Site -- making this sediment one of
the most highly dioxin-contaminated in the nation. The Occidental Chemical Corp. is
one of nine parties deemed by EPA to be potentially responsible for chemical
contamination, stemming from the ownership of the abandoned Diamond Alkali
facility in Newark. The State has a long-standing ban on the sale and consumption of
striped bass, blue crab and other seafood taken from the Passaic River.



DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

. State Layoffs: On May 14, the Trenton Times reported that the state had revised its
latest layoff plans. The new plan calls for the elimination of 617 state jobs and leaves
undecided the fate of 200 additional jobs. All layoffs will take effect July 8 with most
dislocations occurring in the Trenton area. In a related story, the Communications
Workers of America alleged that the planned state job cuts drastically reduce the
numbers of women and minorities at the Department of Environmental Protection.
Women and minorities, who make up 46% of the workers, will bear 65% of the
planned layoffs. White males, who make up 54% of the work force, are targeted for
35% of job cuts. The union analysis, which focused on 214 jobs targeted for layoffs,
calls the plan “blatantly discriminatory.”

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

. Blue Ribbon School Controversy: Watchung Hills High School of Warrenton was
recently recognized among this year's selection of Blue Ribbon School winners.
However, there has been on-going controversy and media attention surrounding the
award to the New Jersey school. A gay man filed an administrative action against the
school for removing him from the substitute teacher's list because he is gay. NJ anti-
discrimination law covers sexual orientation, and the man received a probable cause
finding from the State. Since there was no finding of a Federal civil rights violation
against the school, the Department is comfortable that the award was properly made.
A quote has been issued to the media that Secretary Riley opposes any discrimination
against homosexuals.

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

. Temporary Construction Bridge to Ellis Island: In 1986. the National Park Service
(NPS) built a temporary construction bridge between New Jersey's Liberty State Park
and Ellis Island. Senator Lautenberg and the state delegation want the bridge to
remain as a permanent walkway. In fact, the Interior Appropriations bill signed into
law April 25 included a provision to restrict NPS authority to demolish the bridge.
Rep. Zimmer, 1996 candidate for U.S. Senate. originated this provision in the DOI
House Appropriations Bill. The NPS and the State of NY maintain the position that
the bridge does not belong. This involves the larger issue of Ellis Island jurisdiction,
a case regarding which is expected to be on the U.S. Supreme Court docket this
summer.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

. Princeton University Contract with DOE: The Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory
(PPPL) 1s the largest center in the United States for research in plasma science, fusion
science, and related technologies. It is managed and operated by Princeton University
under a contract with DOE. which expires on September 30. On May 2. Secretary
O’Lcary authorized commencement of negotiations with Princeton to seek a five-year
extension of the contract. The total value of the contract over 3 vears is estimated at






