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Oriole Park at Camden Yards

Baltimore Orioles

~" MANAGER: Davey Johnson COACHES: Pat Dobson, Rick Down, Andy Etchebarren, Elrod Hendricks (44),
/ Sam Perlozzo, John Steams TRAINERS: Richie Bancells, James Reed

f the regular season schedule were
replaced by a baseball |Q test, the Orioles
would be sitting pretty, with Davey Johnson,
the game's winningest active manager, and
Pat Gillick, one of the most dynamic GMs,
pulling the strings for an organization that has
been conspicuous for its lack of direction the
past couple of years.

Luring Gillick out of retirement may have
been the most important personnel move

moved decisively to assure that the club would
not be left short on pitching depth. He pulled
off a surprising deal with the Atlanta Braves for
Kent Mercker, and when he failed to sign free
agent David Cone, he traded for veteran left-
hander David Wells, who went 16-8 with
Detroit and Cincinnati a year ago.

He also moved quickly to reconstruct the
bullpen, where the Orioles tried to get by last
year with soft-throwing closer Doug Jones,
left-hander Jesse Orosco, and

offseason. Gillick is credited

madeinbaseballoverthepast/
with taking the expansion

BY THE NUMBERS\

a plucky group of minor
league joumeymen. Jones

Toronto Blue Jays from cre-
ation to contention in record
time. The Orioles present a
different kind of challenge: an
established large-market
teamn that is expected to win
the division and rebuild its
player-development system
at the same time.

team stats & league rank

Batting .262 - 11th
Clutch .269- 11th
Slugging 428 — 6th
On Base 342 — 8th
Runs 704 — Sth

Home Runs — 173 — 5th
Stolen Bases — 92 — 9th
Left on Base 1022 — 1st

did not pitch badly (22
saves), but the club showed
no interest in retaining him.
Johnson made it clear the
day he took over that he
would be more comfortable
with a hard thrower in short
relief, so Gillick signed
Randy Myers, who has piled

The talent is there, espe-
cially after an offseason
spending spree that added
six-time all-star Roberto
Alomar and versatile B.J.

ERA

—431-2nd

Saves ——
Fielding

up 150 saves over the past

four seasons. The Orioles
29-12th
986 — 1st kept Orosco and added

Roger McDowell to share
the setup role.

Surhoff. Cal Ripken will be back

without the distractions that came with last
year's assault on Lou Gehrig's record. Rafael
Palmeiro is coming off another career year.
And 1995's big midseason acquisition, Bobby
Bonilla, will be around for the duration. This
ciub will hit and play defense. And it should be
a divisional favorite now that Gillick has
assembled a strong, healthy starting rotation.

The front office fooled itself into thinking it
had the best starting pitching in the league
when 1995 opened, only to spend the season
trying to fill the holes created by that mis-
placed confidence. Sid Femandez was a bust.
Sore-shouldered Ben McDonald struggled to
just three victories. And Kevin Brown suffered
a dislocated finger that spoiled what was
shaping up to be a decent year. The only
pitcher to go start to finish was Mike Mussina,
who has emerged as one of the most depend-
able starters in the game. He tied for the
league lead with 19 victories.

Scott Erickson, acquired last July,
responded well to his new surroundings. He
had won 20 games in his first full season
(1991), but his numbers were in steady
decline when Minnesota traded him for two
minor leaguers. He was a combined 20-36
with a 5.42 ERA from 1992 (his last winning
season) until the deal, but went 9-4 (3.89) in
17 appearances for the Orioles, who correctly
figured that Erickson’'s numbers would
improve if he got out of the pitcher-unfriendly
‘etrodome. He is a groundball pitcher who

eds a tight infield to be successful, so the

dtch to the soft grass of Camden Yards and
(ne top defensive team in the A.L. was an elixir
for his career.

Gillick made a cursory attempt to re-sign
both Brown and McDonald, but he also

The lineup did not live up to
its potential in 1995. It opened last season with
five players who had at least one 20-homer,
80-RBI season, but first baseman Palmeiro
(39/104) was the only player to reach both of
those statistical plateaus. Ripken had a solid
season—in spite of all the Lou Gehrig hoopla—
and DH Harold Baines was productive (24/63),
but the Orioles ranked 11th in the league in
batting and ninth in runs. They figure to
improvein ‘96, if only because Bonilla will be in
an Orioles uniform for the entire season. He
has averaged 22 homers and 85 RBls over his
10-year career, and he has driven in 100 runs
three times. He batted .333 with 10 homers
and 46 RBls in just 237 at-bats against unfa-
miliar A.L. pitching during the final two months
of 1995, so the Orioles are optimistic about his
prospects for ‘96.

Baines was not re-signed. Instead, Gillick
added Surhoff, who drove in 73 runs for Mil-
waukee while playing a variety of roles. If the

-

with 100 double plays turned last season.

"

Brady Anderson set a league record with 36
consecutive stolen bases. He was one of two
players in baseball in ‘95 with double figures in
doubles, triples, and homers. Onole pitchers had
a 4.31 ERA; with Chrts Holles behind the plate,
the ERA was 3.93. Cal Ripken, who holds the
record for consecutive ermoriess games at short-
stop (95), enters the ‘96 season with an emorless
streak at 70 games. He led league shortstops

they should feature an explosive lineup with
good speed and plenty of left/right flexibility.
The healthy return of Jeffrey Hammonds
would be a bonus.

PLAYOFF FORMULA

Potential. It has been the team's curse
throughout the 1990s. The Orioles could have
won in 1993 and '94. They should have won
in 1995. And this year, expectations will be
higher than ever.

What will it take for the Orioles to win the
A.L. East, or—at the very least—sneak into
the playoffs as a wild card? Nothing more
than a group of solid veterans living up to their
career numbers.

The pitching staff has been retooled with
the addition of Wells, Mercker, Myers, and
McDowell. The lineup is deeper. The organiza-
tion has spent liberally again to bring a champi-
onship to Baltimore. Everything points to an
Orioles' October. Johnson has never finished
worse than second in any season he has man-
aged| from start to finish. Gillick is the best in
the business at making midseason course cor-
rections. Owner Peter Angelos doesn’t mind
spending what it takes to build a winning team.

The Orioles have to get a representative
performance from Bonilla, Alomar, Palmeiro,
Ripken, and Hoiles. They need Hammonds to
establish himself as an everyday player. They
need to continue playing the solid defense that
has been an organizational trademark since
the early 1960s. That should be enough if
Mussina has a typical season and the rest of
the rotation is healthy and productive.

In a division full of unpredictable teams, the
Orioles are as close to a known quantity as
there is, which makes them the favorite to
emerge from the pack and win the East.

Orioles can get run production from catcher
Chris Hoiles and a strong all-round perfor-
mance from center fielder Brady Anderson,

STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL



















































































































































IV. PRESS PLAN

Open Press.

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

° Former Governor George Nigh, President, University of Central Oklahoma, makes
welcoming remarks and introduces Speaker Johnson.

° Speaker Johnson makes remarks and presents YOU with a resolution of appreciation.

° YOU make remarks.

° Upon conclusion of remarks, YOU work a ropeline and depart.

V. REMARKS

Provided by Speechwriting.



GLEN D. JOHNSON
SPEAKER
L[]

401 Srote Copitol
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
73105
4Qs / 521-271)
1-800-522-3502 (Toll Fren)
-

DISTRICT OFFICE
?.0. Drawer 148
OKEMAH, OK 74859
Office (718) 623-1359
Rea. (918) 623-051S

STATE OF OKLAHOMA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

STATE CAPITOL
OKLAHOMA CiTY, OKLAHOMA 73105

March 26, 1996

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of The United States
The White House

Washington. D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

It has been brought to our attention that you will be visiting the State of
Oklahoma on Friday. April S, 1996. This is, indeed, a great honor for
our State. Accordingly, on behalf of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives, I would like to extend an invitation for you to be our

guest that day at the Capitol for appropriate recognition by members of
the Oklahoma Legislature.

Your sensitivity to the needs of Oklahomans and the caring manner in
which you comforted the bombing survivors and the families of the
bombing victims in the aftermath of the April 19th tragedy in
Oklahoma City, was sincercly appreciated. We would, therefore,
welcome the opportunity to extend, publicly, our personal thank you
for the gracious support you so generously gave.

If your schedule does not permit a visit to the Capitol on April Sth,
however, we would also be pleased to make our appreciation
presentation to you at another event during your visit,

Mr. President, we are glad you are coming to Oklahoma and again say,
"thank you" for the kindnesses you have extended to the people of our
Great State.

Very Respectfully Yours,

en9. Jo

Speaker
GDJ:PT:go/Clinton

cc: President George Nigh
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STATE OF OKLAEOMA

2nd Session of the 45th Legislature (1996)

—_ ——

HOUSE CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION No. /09% By: Johnson cf the House

and: .

Taylor of the Senate

AS INTRODUCED

A Concurrent Resolution expressing appreciation
for President Bill Clinton's continued support
since the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal
Building on April 19, 1995; commending President
Bill Clinton for his April 5, 1996, visit to
Oklahoma City; and directing distribution.

WHEREAS, President Bill Clinton and his administration's
immediate and continuous leadership and support during the rescue and
search efforts following the devastating and infamous bombing of the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building on April 19, 1995, will be
cherished and remembered by all Oklahomans and Americans; and

WHEREAS, President Clinton's participation in the April 23, 1995,
memorial service at the state fairgrounds during this state's darkest
moments was symbolic of the prayers, support and concern of all
Americans for survivors, victims and their families and £riends,
workers in buildings impacted by the bombing, rescue workers, and
citizens of Oklahoma; and

WHEREAS, President Bill Clinton uplifted the spirits of
Oklahomans and Americans at the April 23, 1995, memorial service by
stating: “If anybody thinks Americans are mostly mean and selfish,
they ought to come to Oklahoma. If anybody-thinks Americans have

lost their capacity for love and carine anrd rAnrama Fhawv Acekhe «a
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3l!come to Oklahoma"; and
)

32| WHEREAS, President Clinton that day underscored this cQuntry's
|

33:determination to stand against domestic terrorism by-stating: "Let

34| let our own children know that we will stand against fpg forces of

=~
35! fear."; and

|

36,

Reqg. No. 9579 Page
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WHEREAS, President Clinton and his administration have continued
the covenant with the survivors and families of victims of the

bombing by supporting their attendance a:t the :rial in Denver cf the

: alleged perpetrators of the terrorist bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah

Tederal Building, and the rebuilding of “he Oklahoma Cig;;downtown
area impacted by the devastating explosion: and

WHEREAS, President Clinton, because of an out-of-country
commitment, will be unable to.be present for the April 19, 1996,
memorial service in Oklahoma City; and

WHEREAS, President Clinton has announced plans to be in Oklahoma
City on April 5, 1996, to make tribute to those who lost their lives
as a result of the explosion and to visit with the survivors of the
bombing and their families at the Myriad Convention Center in
Oklahoma City and to share in their and the state's healing from the
tragic events surrounding the bombing and its aftermath.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE 2ND SESSION OF THE 45TH OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING THEREIN:

THAT the Oklahoma Legislature wishes to express its sincere
appreciation on behalf of the State of Oklahoma for President
Clinton's continuing support and inspiring message of hope and
encouragement for bombing survivors and families of wvictims, workers
who lost colleagues in the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building bombing,
all those who participated in the search and recovery process, and
all Oklahomans who were affected by the crisis of April 19, 199S.

THAT the Oklahoma Legislature commends President Clinton for his
visit to Oklahoma City on April 5, 1996, and his continuing personal
commitment to particlpation in the healinq_process one year after the
bombing of the Alfred P. Murran Federal Building.

THAT a copy of this resolution shall ha diectrihnre’d «n Dreocid~-s
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31|Bill Clinton, g leader whose prompt decisive action to reach out to
32ithis state when fevered assistance was so urgently needed will be
33[ inscribed in the hearts of Oklahomans.

34

35| 45-2-9779 GH 3/28/96
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