













































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 24, 1997

— ——
The Reverend Robert {. Schuller { 346’3,1
The Crystal Cathedral ‘ W\
12141 Lewis Street
Garden Grove, California 928490

Dear Dr. Schuller:

Thanks for your recent fax. 1I'm glad the trip to
Calcutta for Mother Teresa's funeral was as

meaningful to You as it was to Hillary. SN e

commitments, including respecting the rights of
religious minorities. Both the Vice President and
I have raised this with President Yeltsin.

Keep up all your good work. God bless you.

Sincerely,
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RUSSIAN LAW ON RELIGION
September 29, 1997

Background: On July 21, President Yeltsin vetoed a bill that would have imposed severe
restrictions on freedom of conscience in Russia. In early September, however, the Yeltsin
administration endorsed a revised version of the legislation that contains many of the worst
clements of the original, including a provision that would require newly established religious
organizations to wait 15 years before acquiring full legal status. The new draft would also
impose severe limitations on foreign missionaries. The Duma overwhelmingly approved the bill
on September 19, the Federation Council passed it on September 24 and President Yeltsin
signed it on September 26. The law goes into effect upon its official publication — probably next
week. We understand that some religious organizations in Russia are considering challenging
the law in Constitutional Court.

e We regret the enactment of this law which appears to restrict religious liberties and would
discriminate against sorne religious groups in Russia.

e Both the President and the Vice President have raised this issue with their Russian
counterparts. The Vice President told President Yeltsin that he and the Prime Minister would
continue their intensive dialogue to address the concerns of religious leaders.

e We have had assurances from the highest levels of the Russian government that Russia will
continue to respect the rights of religious minorities and to honor its international
commitments to religious freedom — principles reflected in President Yeltsin's veto of the
original bill.

e We will continue to engage Russia on how it implements this statute and how the Russian
government lives up to its international commitments. We look to Russia to ensure that
implementation of this law does not violate the principles of religious freedom set forth in its
constitution.

e Freedom of conscience and religious tolerance are essential components of a democratic
society. The Russian people today have this right, which is protected by the 1993 Russian
Constitution and a 1990 law on religious freedom
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 18, 2000

Geoffrey C. Ward
290 West End Avenue, #17-C
New York, New York 10023

Dear Geoff:

Thank you for your letter about my trip to India
and for your wonderful book on tigers. I love it,
and I'm so glad you followed up on our earlier
conversation. I will keep your suggestion in mind
and give your contact information to my staff.

You make an excellent point about a common feature
of American and Indian society -- the fact that we
are both nations pulled together from many
peoples. 1India and the United States have
learned, by and large, how people of different
races, creeds, and cultures can live together and
build on each other's strengths. Mahatma Gandhi
preached this doctrine in a way that inspired the
world, and inspired Martin Luther King in this
country. I will look for ways during my visit to
India to celebrate this common heritage, one in
which both our countries have made such progress
but still have far to go.

Thanks again for writing.

f\
T Cliskon_

Sincerely,
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