



























































Should the government stop a new mine near Yellowstone?

Yes
72 %

Figure 10. Percent reporting the federal government should stop the proposed
New World Mine near Yellowstone National Park. Margin of error: 3 percent. |

A private company plans to build a large gold mine less than three miles from
Yellowstone National Park. There are concerns that the mine could pose risks to the
park's land, water, and wildlife. Should the federal government stop the mine in
order to avoid these risks?

® Most Americans oppose putting Yellowstone’s resources at risk and would
support federal government efforts to stop the mine from being developed.
Results reflect specific concern with this mine near Yellowstone, and may also
indicate general opposition to development that puts park resources at risk.

® Republicans, Democrats and independents differed slightly on this issue.
Slightly fewer Republicans support having the federal government stop the
mine compared to the others. Almost two-thirds of Republicans, however,

would still like to stop the mine from being developed.
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Should wolves have been returned to Yellowstone?

Yes

61 % Don't know

22 %

Figure 11. Percent reporting that wolves should have been returned to
Yellowstone. Margin of error: +3 percent.

Wolves were returned to Yellowstone National Park after being gone for almost 50
years. Many people think the wolves are an important part of the park's ecosystem
and add to its wilderness values. Other people who live near the park, however,
think the wolves will kill livestock or endanger people and should not have been
returned. Do you think wolves should have been returned to Yellowstone?

® A majority of Americans support wolf reintroduction in Yellowstone, although
more than one-fifth said they “did not know” about this issue. Results reflect
specific interest in wolves at Yellowstone, and may also indicate general
interest in and concern for park wildlife.

* There were small differences in responses by people with different political

affiliations. Independents were slightly more supportive of wolf reintroduction
than either Republicans or Democrats.
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Should Voyageurs’ wilderness be opened to snowmobiles?

Yes
21 %

Don't know
22 %

Figure 12. Percent who want to open remaining wildemess in Voyageurs
National Park to snowmobiles. Margin of error: + 3 percent.

For its size, Minnesota's Voyageurs National Park has more land open for snowmobile
use than any other park. Congress is considering opening the remainder of the park's
wilderness areas to snowmobiles. Should these wilderness areas be opened to
snowmobiles?

e A majority of Americans want to see remaining wilderness in Voyageurs
closed to snowmobile access. This finding reflects specific concern for
Voyageurs, and may also indicate a more general concern with wilderness
values in the parks.

e There were few differences between respondents of different political
affiliations, although Democrats were slightly more likely to favor opening up
more wilderness to snowmobile use.
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Should visitation be limited
to protect park resources or the quality of visits?

83%

Reduce crowding |k
for park visitors || 17%

92%

Prevent harm | }—
to park resources lF' 8%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
EYes @MNo

Figure 18. Percent reporting that the Park Service should limit use to reduce
crowding or to prevent harm to park resources. Margin of error: + 3 percent.

Do you think the National Park Service should take steps to ensure crowding
does not detract from park visits?

Do you think the National Park Service should limit visitors if the number of
visitors is harming park resources?

e Most Americans support use limitations in national parks to protect the quality
of experiences or to prevent harm to park resources. There is somewhat greater
support for limitations when park resources are at risk than for maintaining the
quality of park visits.

e There were virtually no differences between Republicans, Democrats and
independents on this issue.

23















Profile of Survey Respondents

This final section of the report provides a profile of the survey sample.
Respondents were asked a series of questions about their background and their
visitation patterns to National Parks. Brief results are given below.

Visitation to National Parks

e More than 79 percent of the sample had visited National Park System units.

e Of that number, more than 80 percent had visited a National Park System unit
in the past three years, and 45 percent had visited three or more park units in
the past three years.

Age and Gender

Median age: 42.

31 percent of the sample were less than 35 years old.

53 percent were between the ages of 35 and 65.

16 percent were over 65 years old.

41 percent of the sample were males; 59 percent were females.

Education

Some high school

0,
High school 2%

0,
Some college 27"

0,
College graduate 20%

A 15%

Post graduate

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%
Percentage of respondents

Figure 23. Percent of sample completing each level of education.
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Town Size
Farm / rural | g
Small town 9%
Small city . 2078
Large city ZU
Very large city e
Suburb fe
. ,

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%  30%  35%
Percentage of respondents

Figure 24. Percent reporting the size of town in which they live.
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Party Affiliation and Political Identification

A
Republicans | 30%
Democrats 30%
independents 2o
2 0,
other e
1L 1 ! ] 1 ) )

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%
Percentage of respondents

Figure 25. Percent of sample reporting different political affiliations.

Conservative

0,
Moderate 40%

Liberal

other

depends on
the issue

! | ! !

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Percentage of respondents

Figure 26. Percent of sample reporting different political ideologies.
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Appendix A:
Survey Methods

The study was conducted via a telephone survey. Details about the survey development, sample,
and methods are given below.

Survey Development

The survey instrument was developed by CSU and NPCA staff in March and April of 1996. The
survey format drew on previous efforts conducted by NPCA, with particular focus on current
park issues. The willingness to pay questions follow a standard economics format suggested by
John Loomis, a leader in the contingency valuation field. All questions were reviewed for face
validity and bias.

Sample

A sample of random digit numbers was purchased from Survey Sampling, Inc. of Fairfield,
Connecticut. The sample was purged of business numbers, disconnected numbers, facsimile
numbers etc. to the extent possible, and included both listed and unlisted houshold numbers from
all United States. The sample was designed to be proportional to the population in each state,
and thus representative of the population of the United States in age, income, ethnicity, and state
population. The sample included approximately 4,400 numbers.

Phone Interview Methods

Trained interviewers from Colorado State University conducted the phone survey. From the
4,400 initial numbers in the sample, interviewers made over 10,000 dialings in their attempts to
reach people (interviewers made up to three “callbacks” to numbers that were busy or had
answering machines). Approximately 47 percent of the numbers did not result in contact (busy,
no answer, answering machine, non-working number, fax, or a business). Contact was made
with 53 percent or 2,310 households, of which 809 or 35 percent agreed to complete the survey.
Final sample size for the survey was 809. This response rate is typical for national general
population surveys.

Analysis Methods

Data was coded concurrent with the interview using QPL software. Analysis was conducted

using SPSS statistical software. Most statistics are simple frequencies or percentages of

responses. Chi square tests of association were used to determine if differences between people

of different party affiliations were significant. Due to the intended audience of the report, these

chi square statistics are not reported; significant differences are discussed only when the chi
square is signficant at the 0.05 level.
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20.

2]

22.

23.

The next seven questions ask about more specific issues and parks. These are yes/no
questions, but if you don't know about the park or the issue, feel free to answer "I don't
know" instead.

The National Park Service opposes a second road into the middle of Alaska's Denali
National Park because it wants to protect the park's wilderness character. A few
members of Congress, however, want this road constructed. Do you think Congress
should override the National Park Service on these kinds of construction projects?

Yes, congress should make these kinds of decisions 7
No, the park service should make these kinds of decisions 70
I don’t know 22

The National Park Service says pollution from power plants and industry significantly
worsens visibility at Grand Canyon, Great Smoky Mountains and other National Parks.
Should companies be required to clean up their pollution, even if it meant you might pay
more for utilities and consumer products?

Yes 88
No 7
Don’t know 6

A private company plans to build a large gold mine less than three miles from
Yellowstone National Park. There are concerns that the mine could pose risks to the
park's land, water, and wildlife. Should the federal govermment stop the mine in order to
avoid these risks?

Yes 72
No 11
Don’t know 16

For its size, Minnesota's Voyageurs National Park has more land open for snowmobile
use than any other park. Congress is considering opening the remainder of the park's
wilderness areas to snowmobiles. Should these wilderness areas be opened to
snowmobiles?

Yes 21

No 58
Don’t know 22
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24.

25.

26.

27.

At National Parks like Grand Canyon and Great Smoky Mountains, companies offer low
flying airplane or helicopter sightseeing trips. Some people think these flights should be
limited or banned because the sight and sound of them detracts from other people's
enjoyment. Do you think these flights should be limited or banned?

Yes, there should be limits on flights 53
Yes, there should be a ban on flights 16
No 24
Don’t know 7

There is widespread agreement that restoring natural conditions in Florida's Everglades
National Park is a priority, but finding the money to pay for it has been difficult. One
option is a tax on Florida's sugar cane industry, which is a major source of pollution in
the park. Would you be willing to pay 5 cents more for a bag of sugar if you knew the
money would help restore the Everglades’ natural environment?

Yes 89
No 8
Don’t know 4

Wolves were returned to Yellowstone National Park after being gone for almost 50 years.
Many people think the wolves are an important part of the park's ecosystem and add to its
wildemess values. Other people who live near the park, however, think the wolves will
kill livestock or endanger people and should not have been returned. Do you think
wolves should have been returned to Yellowstone?

Yes 61
No 17
Don’t know 22

The next question got asked in three different ways (respondents were randomly assigned
only one of the versions).

Some people think [Mount Rushmore; Grand Canyon; Mount Rushmore and Grand
Canyon] or other National Parks should be turned over to state governments to run.
Other people oppose this, saying some states will not manage these parks to a national
standard or to benefit the nation at large. In general, do you think parks should be tumed
over to states?

Mount Grand

Rushmore  Canyon  Both
Yes 15 18 21
No 73 68 66
Don’t know 12 14 13
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28.

29.

30.

£l bs

32.

We're almost done. For these next seven questions, I'll read you a position that a
Congressional representative or senator might have, and you say whether it would make
you more likely to vote for them. If you don't care about the issue, you can say "it does
not matter."

Would you be more likely to vote for your representative if he or she wanted to increase
the National Park Service budget?

Yes 58
No 17
Does not matter 25

Would you be more likely to vote for your representative if he or she wanted to close
some National Parks?

Yes 4
No 91
Does not matter 5

Would you be more likely to vote for your representative if he or she wanted to add some
new areas to the National Park system?

Yes 70
No 12
Does not matter 17

Would you be more likely to vote for your representative if they wanted some National
Parks to be tumed over to states?

Yes 17
No 67
Does not matter 17

Would you be more likely to vote for your representative if he or she wanted some
National Parks to be sold to private interests?

Yes 4
No 89
Does not matter 7
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34.

85,

36.

3%

38.

Would you be more likely to vote for a presidential candidate who is committed to
protecting the National Parks?

Yes 93
No 4
Does not matter 5

And finally: In general, is your representative's record on National Parks important to you
when you vote?

Yes 75
No 25

How old are you?

Median: 42.0
Mean 45.0
Percent over 65: 14

Percent under 30: 22

What is the last grade of school you completed? Stop me when I get to it.

Some high school or less 12
High school or vocational tech graduate 25
Some college or two-year graduate 26
Four year college graduate 20
Post graduate work or degree 15
No answer 3

Do you consider yourself a republican, democrat, or independent?

Republican 28
Democrat 28
Independent 32
Other 4
No response 8

In general, do you consider yourself liberal, moderate, or conservative?

Liberal 17
Moderate 38
Conservative 25
Depends on the issue 14
No answer 6
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.' 39.  How would you describe where you live? Stop me whenI get to it.

1 Farm or rural area 17
i Small town (less than 5,000 pecple) 13
¥ Small city (5,000 to 50,000 people) 28
' Large city (50,000 te 500,000 people) 19
{ Very large city (over 500,000 pecple) 9
1 Suburb - within 15 miles of a large or very large city 11
i No answer 3

40.  And finally, what is your zip code (used to code region of country)?

iﬁ 41. Interviewer noted gender

i

! Male 41
Female 59

IC HANDWR I
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Appendix C:
Survey Results by Party Affiliation

QUESTIONS ON VOTING INTENTIONS

Voting intentions: Commitment to parks by presidential candidates:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 93% 98%
No 7% 2%

Voting intentions: the importance of a representative’s national park record:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 64% 80%
No 36% 20%

Voting intentions: Closing some national parks:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 5% 3%
No 95% 97%

Voting intentions: Selling some parks to private interests:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 8% 3%
No 92% 97%

Voting intentions: Turning some parks over to state management:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 24% 15%
Ne 76% 85%
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Independents

97%

3%

Independents
80%

20%

Independents

5%
95%

Independents

3%

97%

Independents




Voting inieuticns: Adding new national parks:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 76% 87%
No 24% 13%

Voting intentions: Increasing the National Park Service Budget:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 73% 81%
No 28% 19%

QUESTIONS ON SPECIFIC NATIONAL PARK ISSUES

NDWE

Independents

90%
10%

Independents

81%
19%

(figures are for those who had an opinion and/or provided an answer on these questions)

Who should decide construction projects like the Denali Road?

Republicans Democrats
Congress 11% 6%
National Park Service 89% 94%

Willingness to pay sugar tax to restore Everglades National Park:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 91% 93%
No % 7%

Stopping the proposed New World Mine near Yellowstone National Park:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 80% 91%
No 20% 9%

Independents

10%
90%

Independents

92%
8%

Independents

90%
10%



Wolf reintroduction in Yellowstone National Park:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 76% 75%
No 24% 25%

Opening wilderness to snowmobiles in Yoyageurs National Park:

Republicans Democrats
Yes 26% 30%
No 74% 70%

QUESTIONS ON GENERAL NATIONAL PARK ISSUES

Independents

82%
18%

Independents

24%
76%

(figures are for those who had an opinion and/or provided an answer on these questions)

Should new national parks be created?

Republicans Democrats
Yes
High Priority 19% 33%
Medium Priority 36% 44%
Low Priority 8% 8%
No 37% 17%
Should some parks be turned over to state management?
Republicans Democrats
Yes 26% 16%
No 74% 84%

Should companies reduce pollution to protect park air quality?

Republicans Democrats
Yes 88% 97%
No 12% 3%
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Independents

32%
41%
8%

19%

Independents

20%
80%

Independents

94%
6%




Limits or a ban on aircraft sightseeing in parks:

Republicans Democrats

Independents
Yes, a ban 130A) 18? 20%
No 33% 23% 23%,

Support for using more Land and Water Conservation Fund money to buy inholdings:

Republicans Democrats Independents
Yes
High Priority 25% 31% 31%
Medium Priority 44% 45% 47%
Low Priority 9% 6% 6%

No 22% 18% 17%

Should visitation be limited (percent responding “yes”)?

Republicans Democrats Independents
To reduce crowding for visitors 81% 83% 84%
To prevent harm to park resources 94% 91% 91%

Willingness to make reservations and use shuttle bus systems (percent responding “yes”):

Republicans Democrats Independents
Make reservations to enter parks 93% 89% 94%
Use shuttle buses in popular parks 90% 92% 90%

Why respondents said “no” to higher entrance fees:

Republicans Democrats Independents
The amount of the increase was too high 87% 86% 87%
Already support parks through taxes 59% 54% 61%
Don’t trust the Park Service to use 20% 18% 26%

money wisely
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