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WHO SERVED FOR_LONG_PERIODS OF_TIME

William H. Crook

Lincoln - T. Roosevelt

1865 - 1869 Private bodyguard/Appointments Clerk
1869 - Clerk 3rd Class (Johnson)
1870 - Executive Clerk (Grant through T. Roosevelt)

Served 11 Presidents (including Cleveland twice) for approximately 44
years. Exact departure date during T. Roosevelt Administration
unknown. Died in 1915.

Oscar L. Pruden
Grant to T. Roosevelt

1869 - 1902 Clerk/Executive Clerk/Assistant Secretary to the
President

Served 9 Presidents (including Cleveland twice) for approximately 33
years. Died 1902 during T. Roosevelt Administration.

Ggeorge Cortelyou

Cleveland - T. Roosevelt

1895 - 1896 Stenographer to the President/Clerk

1896 - 1898 Executive Clerk
1898 - 1900 Assistant Secretary to the President
1900 - 1903 Secretary to the President

Although he served only 8 years at the White House, he is included on
this list because he also served during his distinguished career as
the first Secretary of Labor and Commerce, Postmaster General, and
Secretary of the Treasury under Theodore Roosevelt. After he left
government service, he became the President of the Consolidated Gas
Co. of New York, one of the largest and most important utilities in
the country. Died in 1940.

Cortelyou hired Rudolph Forster and Maurice Latta as Clerks in 1897
and 1898 (see below).

Rudolph Forster

Hayes - F. Roosevelt

1897 - 1943 Stenographer to the President/Clerk/Executive
Clerk/Assistant Secretary to the President/Chief
Clerk/Executive Clerk

Served 9 Presidents for 46 years. Forster died in 1943.

Maurice Latta

Hayes - F. Roosevelt

1898 - 1948 Stenographer to the President/Clerk/Assistant Secretary
to the President/Executive Clerk/Records
Clerk/Executive Clerk

Served 9 Presidents for 50 years. Latta Died in 1948.

(more)



William J. Hopkins

‘Hoover - Nixon

1931 - 1948 Stenographer to the President/Senior Clerk/Assistant
Chief of White House Correspondence and Assistant
Executive Clerk. (Took dictation from President
Hoover.) Johnson insisted that Hopkins accept the new
title of Executive Assistant to the President in
recognition of his long service.

1948 - 1966 Executive Clerk
1966 - 1971 Executive Assistant to the President and Executive
Clerk

Served 7 Presidents for 40 years. Retired in 1971.

Truman - Reagan

1951 - 1978 Clerk/Records Clerk/Chief of Presidential Records

1978 - 1981 Executive Clerk

Served 8 Presidents for 30 years. Retired in 1981.

————————— T ————— T ——————————— — T ——————————————————— —————— —————— -

Rona R, Geigler

Johnson - Clinton

1964 - 1981 Legislative Clerk/Records Clerk/Assistant Chief of
Presidential Records/Assistant Executive Clerk

1981 - 1994 Executive Clerk

Served 7 Presidents for almost 30 years. Retired in May 1994.

———————————————————————— - — ————— - ————— ————————————— - ———————— - -

G. Timothy Baunders

Carter -

White House service began in 1973 with the Secretariat Staff of the
National Security Council on a part-time basis while attending

college; accepted a full-time position with the NSC in 1978; joined
the Executive Clerk’s Office in February 1980.

1980 - 1994 Assistant to the Executive Clerk/Bill Clerk/Assistant

Executive Clerk/Deputy Executive Clerk
1994 - Executive Clerk



)

NOTE 1:

"The previous listing does not include the following executive

clerks who served for 1) relatively short periods of time (e.g.,

less than

5 years) or 2) in a junior capacity. The exact number

and all of their names are unknown as many of their personnel

records were destroyed.

Sara Currence Emery
1985 -

Douglas W. Chirdon

1977 - 1992

Daniel J. Marks
1973 - 1990

Robert D. Linder
1974 - 1978

Nobel Melencamp
1971 - 1974

A. Wayne Hawks
1964 - 1968

Charles M. Hendley
1877 - 1889

Henry C. Morton
1877 - 1885

The ones we are aware of follow:

Began White House service in 1969 with the Office of
the Staff Secretary, and except for 2 1/2 years at the
Department of Housing and Urban Development, worked
from 1971-1985 in the White House offices of
speechwriting, administration, and the Staff Secretary
before joining the Executive Clerk’s Office in December
1985. Appointed Deputy Executive Clerk in 1994.

Assigned to the White House Communications Agency in
1964. Remained in WHCA until 1975 when he retired from
active military duty and joined the White House staff.
Assigned to the Executive Clerk’s Office in 1977. Was
appointed Deputy Executive Clerk in 1990. Retired in
1992.

Worked for the White House Communications Agency
from 1970 until 1973 when he began work in the
Executive Clerk’s Office. Appointed the Deputy
Executive Clerk in 1982 and served in that capacity
until his death in November 1990.

Former budget official in the Office of Management and
Budget, who was appointed with the title of Chief
Executive Clerk in 1974. 1In 1976 he was appointed
Special Assistant to the President, but also retained
the title of Chief Executive Clerk. His primary duty
was the supervision of the White House operating units
and the handling of White House correspondence. The
preparation and handling of presidential documents/
papers continued to be performed by Jones and Geisler.
In 1978 he was asked to resign as clerk. He accepted
the position of Executive Secretary of the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board. He was the last Executive Clerk to
have an office in the West Wing.

Foreign Service Officer - Class 2 who was detailed to
the correspondence section at the beginning of the
Nixon Administration to prepare letters for the
President’s signature. He then became Assistant Chief
of Correspondence. Upon the retirement of Mr. Hopkins
in 1971, he was named interim Executive Clerk to
supervise the White House operating units and to
continue with the President correspondence and to help
recruit a permanent executive clerk. The preparation
Melencamp and handling of presidential documents/papers
continued to be performed by Jones and Geisler. Like
Hopkins and all previous Clerks, he had an office in
the West Wing of the White House.

In 1941 he was detailed to the White House as a
telephone and telegraph operator. Also served as
Communications Officer, Assistant Chief of Mails, and
Chief of Presidential Records. He was named Assistant
Executive Clerk in 1964 and upon Mr. Hopkins elevation
to Executive Assistant to the President in 1966, Hawks
was named Executive Clerk. He died at his desk in the
West Wing on April 9, 1968.

Was O0.L. Pruden’s brother-in-law and was appointed an
executive clerk when Pruden was elevated to Assistant
Secretary during the Hayes Administration. Hendley
served for 12 years before taking a better paying
position as private secretary to the Secretary of the
Treasury during the Harrison Administration.

Was a clerk during Hayes Administration, transferred
from the Treasury Department. Discharged by Democrat
Grover Cleveland.



* J. S2 Bolway
1880 - ?

W. R. Duke
1879 - ?

Robert I.. O’Brien
1893 - 1895

Benjamin F. Barnes
1898 - 1906

-4 -

Was a clerk during Hayes Administration, transferred
from the Treasury Department.

Was a clerk during Hayes Administration.
Was an executive clerk during Cleveland’s second termn.

Was an executive clerk during the McKinley
Administration and an assistant secretary to the
President during the T. Roosevelt Administration.



HISTORICAL
- NGTES:

Clerks as '"Secretaries to the President" -- When

delivering messages from the President to the floors of the
Senate and House of Representatives, the clerk is always
referred to in the formal ceremony by the chair as
"Mr./Madame Secretary." This appellation can be traced back
to the first secretary to a President authorized by law
(1857), James Buchanan Henry (who was President Buchanan’s
nephew), who had the duty to deliver such communications to
the Congress. Subsequent secretaries to the President
continued this practice until the late 1890’s when this duty
was taken over by the executive clerks.

Formal coat and tails were worn by Forster and Latta when
delivering messages from the President on the floor of the
House and Senate (they made their way to the Capitol by
bicycle! Unclear if other executive clerks or secretaries
to the President wore the same attire when they delivered
messages to the Congress).

Executive Clerks have long administered the oath of office

to officers of the government -- Colonel Crook mentions in
his reminiscences Through Fjive Administrations of

administering the oath of office to Secretary of War Robert
Lincoln in 1881 at the beginning of the Garfield
Administration (Robert Lincoln was, of course, President
Lincoln’s son).

In March 1865 William Crook accompanied President Lincoln to
Richmond, Virginia, after it was captured from the
confederacy.

In 1868 Crook, having run all the way from the Capitol to
the White House after the Senate vote, was the first person
to tell President Andrew Johnson that the Senate had
acquitted him in his impeachment trial.



